
 

 

 

News Release 

 Detroit VA to Host Detroit Symphony Orchestra Musician Amanda Blaikie for 
Special Q+A Web 

 

Detroit —We are happy to announce we are hosting a special Q+A with Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra musician Amanda Blaikie on Wednesday, March 2 at 1pm via Facebook Live. 
  
The Detroit VA will field questions on its Facebook page in advance of the event, 
@VADetroit.  
 
“We are so honored to have Amanda join us to share her experience in performing with one 
of the world’s most renowned symphonies,” says Dr. Pamela Reeves, executive director of 
the Detroit VA Health Care System. “Our long-time partnership with the DSO has brought 
much joy to our patients and the Veteran community.”  

 
Amanda Blaikie is known for her sparkling tone and sensitive, expressive musicality. She 
was appointed Second Flute (Morton and Brigitte Harris Chair) of the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra by Leonard Slatkin in 2015, previously holding the position of Principal Flute with 
both the Michigan Opera Theatre Orchestra and the Sarasota Opera in Florida. Other 
previous orchestral positions include Principal Flute with the Miami City Ballet and the Battle 
Creek Symphony Orchestra. She has also performed extensively with the New York 
Philharmonic, including a Live from Lincoln Center television broadcast, Carnegie Hall 
performances, and a European Tour. 
 
“We are proud to continue our partnership with the Detroit VA and the Veteran community,” 
said Kiersten Alcorn, the DSO’s manager of community engagement. “Hosting these events 
is a small way for us to show appreciation for those that have given us so much.” 
 
Detroit VA has hosted numerous performances by the DSO, including a special 
performance at the medical center’s main entrance last June.  

 

Since 1939, the John D. Dingell VA Medical Center has been improving the health of the men and women who have so proudly served our nation.  In 1996, the 
medical center moved from Allen Park, Michigan to the current location on John R. in Detroit.  Known as one of the newer VA facilities in the country, we 
consider it our privilege to serve the health care needs of our Veterans. Services are available to more than 330,000 Veterans living in Wayne, Oakland, 
Macomb, and St. Clair counties.  This population represents approximately forty-four percent of the Veteran population in the lower peninsula of Michigan. For 
more information, visit http://www.detroit.va.gov. 
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