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Romay Davis Receives Congressional
Gold Medal
By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

C

AVHCS Veteran Romay Catherine
Johnson Davis received the
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
civilian honor presented by the U. S. Congress on
July 26 at Montgomery City Hall.
This award is Congress’s highest expression
of national appreciation for distinguished
achievements and contributions by individuals or
institutions.
She served in the 6888th Central Postal Directory
Battalion, an all-black Women’s Army Corps
battalion during WWII. Davis joined the U.S. Army
right after graduating high school. After serving,
she decided to go to college in New York, which
set her on a career path in fashion design. She
traveled the world, even working as a model in
New York, before retiring in 1982.
Davis is one of the 855 women who served in the
historic 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion,
which served in Europe to fix the postal backlog.
Her unit processed an average of 195,000 pieces
of mail a day.
“Joining the military is one of the biggest and best
things I have chosen to do,” said Davis. “I wish I
could encourage more young people to take a stint
away from home and join the military because it is
one of the best educations one can get.”

Photos By Rosalyn Alford, CAVHCS EEO Manager

Act with high moral principle.
Adhere to the highest professional standards.
Maintain the trust and confidence of all with whom I
engage.
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From the Director
•

This has been a busy and wonderful quarter at the
Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System. I want
to highlight some of the things you may have missed.
•

•

•

•

Kudos to our Ambulatory Care, Group Practice
Management, and Health Administration Service
Teams! Their hard work and collaboration
make CAVHCS Primary Care wait times below
the national average and within the Mission
Act Standards. This was not easily done and
something we had struggled with this last year,
but their hard work and determination are
evident and greatly appreciated.

•

CAVHCS held an Inter-Faith Memorial Day
Service on our Perry Hill campus. It was a
solemn but uplifting service where we were
all able to honor the Veterans we have lost
throughout this past year. There is so much to
say about the service. Members of the Prattville
High School Junior ROTC color guard donned
their uniforms and presented the colors though
their school year ended the day before the
program. Five different faith practices were also
represented, making this observance much
more special. The participating clergy, Pastor
Mark Osgood, Perry Hill United Methodist
Church; Imam Abudur Rahim Sabree, Muslim
Center of Montgomery; Father Tom Weise,
retired Catholic Priest; Rabbi Scott Looper,
Temple Beth Or; and Monk Panomkorn
Namracha Kohn, Wat Montgomery Buddharam
offered prayers and readings from their
respective scripture honoring Veterans and their
surviving family members.

Tuskegee University Reserve Officers Training
Corps (ROTC) students have been giving back
to Veterans who came before them—giving
fresh paint jobs to the bleachers and dugout of
the historic Vetegee baseball field that hosted
numerous games years ago. But it didn’t stop
there. Veterans lined up and watched the students
participate in competitions such as softball, track
and field and a thank-you barbecue for Veterans
and VA employees. The legacy of our Tuskegee
Campus and Tuskegee University goes back
nearly 100 years.
We had a very successful Joint Commission
survey and had a 42% improvement from the last
TJC Survey in 2019.
Veterans Health Administration developed
the COVID-19 Future State Operational Plan
to transition from the Pandemic phase to the
Endemic phase. On May 23, we began displaying
signage at each facility showing the status of
COVID-19 infection in the community. Based
on the infection rate, we will adjust our safety
protocols to ensure the safety of everyone. One
thing I will point out to assure everyone that is
evident is that regardless of what level we may be
at [Level – high, medium, or low], the one protocol
that does not change is that we will continue to
wear masks at all VHA facilities which are part of
the national guidance we have received.

The Director’s Diversity Committee hosted the
Asian American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific
Islander Heritage Month with special guest
speaker Dananjaya Hettiarachchi who spoke on
this year’s theme “Advancing Leaders Through
Collaboration”.

•

I attended the Department of Alabama Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) 95th Annual
Convention on Friday, June 3. I was joined
on stage by the Directors for the Birmingham
and Tuscaloosa VAs, the Director of the VBA
Regional Office-Montgomery, the Director
of our NCA cemeteries in Alabama and the
Commissioner of the Alabama Department
of Veteran Affairs. CAVHCS team members
conducted screenings and provided information
to the attendees. After the lunch break, the DAV

From the Director
was kind enough to continue their demonstration
of support for our Veterans and the services we
offer them by presenting us with a 2022 Ford
7-passenger Transit Connect that will be used for
transporting Veterans to medical appointments.
•

On Thursday, June 23, senior leadership gave
our Veteran Service Organizations (VSO) in
the West Georgia and East Alabama areas and
the Mayor of Columbus a tour of our Robert S.
Poydasheff VA Clinic. This was a chance for the
VSOs to see our state-of-the-art facility before
we opened the doors to them and the other
Veterans in the area. They really appreciate the
opportunity to see the clinic and are also very
excited about how it will serve the Veterans in the
community!

•

On Friday, June 24th, I spoke with attendees
and received more than $3500 in donations from
The American Legion Department of Georgia
Voluntary Service and The American Legion
Women’s Auxiliary during the 103rd Annual
American Legion Convention in Duluth, Georgia.
Veteran Service Organizations play such a key
role in helping us provide an excellent patient
experience to our Veterans. Their support allows
us to concentrate on the mission of providing
quality health care for our Veterans.

•

July 22, we celebrated the Grand Opening
of the Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic. This
state-of-the-art facility is located at 6910 River
Road, Columbus, Georgia, replacing the
Community Based Outpatient Clinic on 13th
Avenue. During this event, we were honored
to host the Secretary of VA Denis McDonough,
Rep. Sanford Bishop (GA-2nd District), Rep.
Drew Ferguson (GA-3rd District), Georgia
State Senator Ed Harbison, Columbus Mayor
B. H. “Skip” Henderson, Poydasheff family
members, Georgia and Alabama VBA leaders,
Georgia and Alabama State Department of VA
Commissioners, numerous Veteran Service
Organizations, the new commanding general
for Fort Benning, leadership from Martin Army
Community Hospital, The Garden Club of GA,
Inc., students from the Phenix City Central High
School JROTC and girls from the Columbus Area
Girl Scouts. The overall community support in

making this event a success was overwhelming
and on full display based on the turnout. We
planned for 100 attendees and about twice
as many showed up to honor the late Col.
Poydasheff and his family.
•

On July 26, I was privileged to attend and
honor our very own Veteran Ms. Romay Davis.
She shared her own experience receiving the
COVID vaccine at CAVHCS last year. Ms.
Davis received the Congressional Gold Medal,
the highest civilian honor presented by the U.
S. Congress, for distinguished achievements
and contributions while serving in the 6888th,
an all-black Women’s Army Corps battalion
during WWII. Ms. Davis is one of the 855
women who served in the historic 6888th and
the oldest living member still alive.

•

On June 30, 2022, WTVM-TV in Columbus
published a story on the public transportation
available to transport Veterans to the Robert
S. Poydasheff VA Clinic. Transportation
was available on July 11, the first day we
began seeing Veterans at that location. This
transportation service will be available through
the METRA Transit System. This hourly service
is available by appointment and costs $2.50
each. Transportation begins from the METRA’s
Transfer Center at 7:30 a.m. The last departure
will be at 4:30 p.m. Anyone planning on using
the service makes reservations 1 to 7 days in
advance by calling 706-225-4581 from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

We have a noble mission of serving the many
Veterans who have put their lives on the line to keep
our Nation safe. We owe it to them to provide wellcoordinated and safe patient care. CAVHCS will
continue to grow to ensure our Veterans receive the
best care possible.

Amir Farooqi, FACHE
Director/CEO, Central Alabama Veterans HCS

CAVHCS Firefighters assist the Community
By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

C

entral Alabama Veterans Health Care
System fire medic Anthony Williams and
firefighter Thomas Green were delivering
government vehicles for maintenance in the nearby
town of Tallassee, Alabama, but there was a slight
change of plans.
The team noticed a mobile home on fire and
immediately rushed to action. They surveyed the
area to remove items that could increase the fire’s
damage. Once Tallassee Fire Department arrived,
Williams and Green assisted with deploying fire
hoses to begin firefighting.
“This was a well-involved fire and I needed to make
sure no one was inside that I could get to. Then I
started to go down the firefighter’s checklist, keep all
responders safe, rescue any type of life, confine any
danger, extinguish all fire and try to protect any other
structures,” said Williams.
The team also noticed propane tanks were
connected to the mobile home and safely removed
them before more damage occurred. This is a
great example of what firefighters risk to serve their
community.
“It could have been life or death for the people
around watching, bad for the firefighters, police
officers and possibly for up to about a 1-mile radius

or the homes around it,” said Williams.
Fortunately for the community, there were no injuries
due to the quick actions of the CAVHCS team.
“The courage it takes to run toward danger speaks
volumes of the team here at CAVHCS,” said Amir
Farooqi, CAVHCS Director.
Williams, a part-time fire chief with a small volunteer
fire department in Montgomery County, understands
the significance of strong relationships with the
surrounding communities in the CAVHCS catchment
area.
“It is very important to have the best relationships
with others because, at the end of the day, we all
are doing this for one reason: to help whoever we
can,” Williams said.
“I strive every day on and off duty to ensure the
Veterans, CAVHCS team members and surrounding
communities understand that CAVHCS Fire is here
to help.”
CAVHCS Fire Chief Larry Foy stated he was
thankful for Williams and Green as part of our
proactive and dedicated team. “Our department will
only serve to improve and grow because of their
dedication.”

CAVHCS earns several accreditations from
Joint Commission
By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

C

AVHCS received four accreditation letters
from The Joint Commission. Achieving
accreditations demonstrates a commitment
to continuous improvement in patient care.
The Joint Commission is an independent accrediting
body for hospitals that aims at reducing healthcare
disparities, calling the effort a quality and safety
priority.
CAVHCS has succeeded in the following
accreditations:
•

Comprehensive Accreditation for Behavioral
Health Care and Human Services (valid for 36
months)

•

Comprehensive Accreditation for Home Care (valid
for 36 months)

•

Comprehensive Accreditation for Hospitals (valid
for 36 months)

•

Comprehensive Accreditation for Laboratory and
Point-of-Care Testing (valid for 24 months)

Commission was very complimentary of our
team and enthusiastic about witnessing the
passion CAVHCS has for our Veterans’ care.
“Our Quality Management and Safety
Management teams escorted seven TJC
surveyors throughout the campuses and
CBOCs so they may review the hard work,”
said Farooqi.
“They were impressed by our staff and their
diligence, but also willingness to learn and
grow. We improved by 42% from their last visit
in 2019,” Farooqi added.
CAVHCS continues to focus on becoming
a High Reliability Organization providing
well-coordinated safe care. Creating and
maintaining a safety culture is critical in
ensuring our Veterans receive the perfect
patient experience.

During an unannounced visit in April, CAVHCS
Director/CEO Amir Farooqi stated that The Joint
7

CAVHCS hosts Tuskegee University Field Day
“Today was really about exposing the cadets
to something outside of the campus,” said
Department Chair and Professor of Aerospace
Studies Air Force Lt. Col. Michael King.
“We’re five minutes away, so why not do
something? We can show appreciation and learn
from one another. The Veterans can come to see
what’s going on now. Cadets can hear about how
it was back then and see how we’ve improved,
see how far we still need to go and receive the
experience of wisdom as they progress through
their careers,” King said.
This event was an excellent way to open more
communication with Veterans, CAVHCS and
Tuskegee University students. In our complex
world, the lessons learned by these students
will make them an adaptable and cohesive team
when our Nation calls.

By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

T

here is a storied history between
Tuskegee University and the Central
Alabama Veterans Health Care System
(CAVHCS) Tuskegee Campus that dates back
almost 100 years.
Recently, Tuskegee University Reserve Officers
Training Corps (ROTC) students have been
giving back to Veterans who came before
them—giving fresh paint jobs to the bleachers
and dugout of the historic baseball field that
hosted numerous games many years ago.
But it didn’t stop there. Veterans lined up and
watched the students participate in various
competitions such as softball, track and field
and a thank-you barbecue for Veterans and VA
employees.
8

This field day event was an excellent way to
strengthen the long-standing partnership with
Tuskegee University, an HBCU (Historically
Black Colleges and Universities). The Tuskegee
VA was built 99 years ago for black Veterans
and black health care workers to ensure the
community had the opportunity it deserved.
“The legacy of our Tuskegee Campus and
Tuskegee University goes back 100 years,”
said Amir Farooqi, Central Alabama Veterans
Health Care System Director. “Robert Moton
fought hard to ensure this was the first VA with
an entirely black staff. Health equity and health
professionalism all started here.”
Students participated in team-building exercises
to challenge themselves but also to have fun
with Veterans and CAVHCS staff.
Photos By Robin Johnson, CAVHCS Public Affairs

Brandon Farrow, a native of Tuskegee,
Alabama, noticed the billboard for the job
fair in Montgomery and decided to attend.
“I will be an advanced MSA [Medical
Support Assistant]. I have a degree in health
care management, so I believe this is the
perfect opportunity to take those steps into
the administration level,” Farrow said. This
is also the perfect opportunity to give back
to Veterans; It’s my turn to serve them.”
“Our health care system is made up of a
very diverse workforce. Everyone has a
unique perspective, which helps us relate to
our diverse Veterans so well,” said Health
Care System Director Amir Farooqi.

Hiring Fair Brings over 600 to Tuskegee

“As we continue to bring additional services
to CAVHCS facilities, we need to recruit and
retain the best and the brightest to provide
our nation’s heroes with safe, high-quality
care. This is a great opportunity to do just
that,” Farooqi added.

By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

M

ore than 600 applicants participated
in the CAVHCS Hiring Fair on July
15 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
Tuskegee Campus.
CAVHCS was looking for registered nurses,
advanced medical staff assistants, licensed
practical nurses, food service, certified nursing
assistants, environmental technicians and
more to fill vacancies at all our facilities.
First, applicant qualifications were reviewed
by human resource staff. Next, they were
interviewed by CAVHCS staff. If they were
selected, then reference checks were made.
“Once the reference checks were verified,
they were sent to onboarding where they will
be processed as new employees,” said Darrin
Coleman, human resource specialist.
Finally, applicants were given a tentative offer
while background checks are underway. Once
everything checks out, applicants will receive
an official job offer to work for VA.
10

Photos By Robin Johnson, CAVHCS Public Affairs
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Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic Flag
Raising Ceremony

C

AVHCS and the community celebrated the
opening of the Robert S. Poydasheff VA
Clinic with a Flag Raising Ceremony on July
11 in Columbus, Georgia.
Much like the Veterans we serve, the flag is a symbol
of our nation’s strength and unity. It’s a source of
pride and inspiration for millions and serves as a
prominent icon in our national history. Liberty, justice
and freedom are not just ideals, they are hard-earned
rights that all Americans have because the men and
women we serve have secured them.

CAVHCS holds clinic tour for the
Poydasheff family/Congress members
By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

C

AVHCS held a private tour of the new
Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic for the
Poydasheff family, U.S. Representatives
Sanford Bishop and Drew Ferguson.

The Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic was awarded to
developers in January 2020. The site preparations
began in June 2020, with the first use on July 11,
2022.

The new clinic is located at 6910 River Road,
Columbus, Georgia. This 55,000 square foot clinic
will replace the Community Based Outpatient Clinic
located on 13th Street. The Fort Benning CBOC
and Columbus Downtown VA Clinic will continue to
operate as the new Poydasheff clinic opens in July.
This clinic will serve approximately 25,000 enrolled
Veterans in the Chattahoochee Valley.
“We were blown away by how beautiful and
functional it is. Our Veterans deserve something like
this, and they will get so much of a benefit with the
clinic,” said Rob Poydasheff,” son of the late Col.
Robert S. Poydasheff.
“My father was passionate about serving Veterans
and did so much out of the goodness of his heart.
I don’t think he could have asked for a nicer legacy
because this clinic showcases his commitment to our
Veterans,” Rob Poydasheff said.
12

Photos By Robin Johnson, CAVHCS Public Affairs

Photos By Robin Johnson, CAVHCS Public Affairs

The Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic will provide
the most significant number of enrolled Veterans
with the closest geographic access to services.
In addition to Primary Care, Women’s Health
and Mental Health, the new clinic is scheduled
to provide: Social Work, Dental and Optometry
Services, Clinical Pharmacy, Whole Health Coach,
a Center for Development and Civic Engagement
(Volunteer Services), Audiology, Physical and
Occupational Therapy, Prosthetics, Radiology,
Beneficiary Travel, Podiatry, Teleretinal, Telederm,
TeleNeurology, TeleTraumatic Brain Injury,
Patient Advocate, Biomedical Engineering, Sterile
Processing Services, Police Services, Logistics
Services and Chaplain Services.

CAVHCS Cuts the Ribbon on the New
Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic

“The Robert S. Poydasheff VA clinic is named
after an American hero and it will serve American
heroes, helping VA deliver timely access to worldclass care to the Veterans in Columbus and
the surrounding area,” said VA Secretary Denis
McDonough.

By Tramel Garrett, CAVHCS Public Affairs

I

t was a bright and sunny day in
Columbus, Georgia, as friends, families,
Veterans and CAVHCS team members
celebrated the opening of the new Robert S.
Poydasheff VA Clinic on July 22.
This state-of-the-art facility is located at 6910
River Road and replaced the Community Based
Outpatient Clinic on 13th Avenue.
“Today was a long time in the making to
introduce a new health care facility to our
Chattahoochee Valley Veteran community,” said
Gloria Strode, Mistress of Ceremonies and the
Host of Straight Forward on NBC38 WLTZ-TV.
“We are here to acknowledge the late Colonel
Robert S. Poydasheff for his service to this
great nation, unwavering advocacy for Veterans
and support for the City of Columbus,” said
CAVHCS Director and CEO Amir Farooqi.
The Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic was
named after the late Col. (retired) Robert S.
Poydasheff, Army Veteran and former mayor of
Columbus.
14

He served in the U.S. Army for 24 years retiring
with the rank of Colonel. After military retirement,
Poydasheff made Columbus, Georgia, his home
and began his private practice law firm. He served
as a city councilman from 1994 to 2002 and as
mayor from 2003 to 2007.
“The opening of the Robert S. Poydasheff VA
Clinic is a great way to recognize the partnership
between VA, the state of Georgia, the City of
Columbus, Fort Benning and Veteran Service
Organizations, which is built on our shared values
of ensuring our Veterans receive the excellent
care they have earned and deserve,” Farooqi
said.
“So, there are three facilities that are serving the
Veterans in this area that will allow them to have
the services they need,” said Representative
Sanford Bishop, 2nd District Georgia. “They paid
the price for the freedoms that we enjoy.”
In addition to the ribbon cutting, we also had a
dedication of a Blue Star Memorial Marker. Blue
Star Memorials honor men and women who
served in the U.S Armed Forces with a history that
dates back to 1944.

Photos By Robin Johnson, CAVHCS Public Affairs

CAVHCS Celebrates Birthdays for 2 WWII Veterans

C

AVHCS participated in a
birthday celebration for the
97th birthday of the WWII
Veteran Charles E. Lynn, who played
a significant role as a WWII Veteran
and member of the revered Greatest
Generation, persevering through the
Great Depression, political upheaval
and unprecedented war. We are
forever grateful for their contributions
to the American story.

W

e participated in a birthday
celebration for the 100th
birthday of the WWII Veteran,
Petty Officer 1st Class Lynn W. Jinks. He
served as a Navy Air Controller during WWII
and was involved in U. S. Naval combat to
liberate islands from the Japanese in the
Pacific Theater.
Jinks used his G.I. Bill and graduated from
the University of Alabama Law School,
became a member of the Alabama Bar
Association on September 15, 1949, and
practiced general law in Union Springs, AL,
for 50 years, including assisting the Bullock
County prosecutor for several years retiring
in 1991.

CAVHCS Supports VA2K

CAVHCS holds baby showers for Women
Veterans

C

AVHCS held drive-thru baby showers in Columbus,
Georgia and Dothan, Alabama, for our pregnant
women Veterans. Our women Veterans are the
fastest-growing population of Veterans in the Veterans Health
Administration. Women now comprise 16 percent of the activeduty military, up from 11 percent during the Gulf War era. Your
VA wishes you the best of luck in your new endeavor, whether
you are a new mother or growing your family again. Thank you
for your service.

18

V

A’s 12th annual VA2K Walk & Roll event is back with goals of
moving the body in support of your whole health and well-being,
while also helping homeless Veterans. VA medical centers
around the nation participated in free, VA2K events which often includes a
short two-kilometer walk.

19

Community Partners

Girl Scouts of Historic Georgia passed out Girl Scouts Cookies. Their mission is to build girls of courage,
confidence, and character, who make the world a better place. We thank our Girl Scouts for this excellent
donation and contributions to our Nation.

Community Partners

CAVHCS received a donation from members
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. The group
donated 16 bags to CAVHCS domiciliary
residents; backpacks and tote bags
containing household cleaning products,
personal hygiene items, socks, and casual
wear.
They also committed our Veterans to
continue these donations annually. In talking
with them, we found out that some of these
gentlemen had personal connections with
VA, one having even helped build some of
our Tuskegee East Campus buildings.
The generosity of our community partners
and our connections with them warms our
hearts and gives us great confidence in the
future of CAVHCS.
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Community Partners

Community Partners

The Opelika District Men of Zion donated hygiene products and undergarments for the Veterans in
our Community Living Center. We are very grateful for this thoughtful donation.

CAVHCS leadership welcomed
members of The Salvation Army as
they passed out donuts to celebrate
National Donut Day and the Salvation
Army’s involvement in World War I.
During this time, a group of volunteers
was dispatched to the frontlines to
provide comforting meals for the
troops. They soon found out that
donuts were an effective way to
provide food while navigating the
difficulties of cooking in very dire
circumstances.
These brave volunteers would later be
known as “donut lassies.” They would
even use war helmets as a utensil to
fry up seven donuts at a time.

22

The Women’s Home and Overseas Missionary Society, over the past 20-plus years, has collected
items for our Veteran Patients. This year they completed a collection drive and have invited us to
be present to receive the donations. They have donated monetary funds earmarked for Veteran
residents’ haircuts and several dozen hygiene items baskets.
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