
2022-2023 HINES VA PHARMACY RESIDENTS



 Hometown: Seattle, Washington

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) attended: Northeastern University

 College of Pharmacy: Northeastern University

 What interested you about Hines: The breadth of learning experiences in both inpatient and outpatient practice 
settings, the ability for pharmacists to practice at the top of their licenses at the VA, and the opportunity to serve 
those who served us. I had a wonderful time interviewing with the preceptors & pharmacy leadership, and I felt so 
welcomed. I could tell that the residents were well supported in their learning experience, and that the preceptors 
were dedicated to not only teaching, but also to advancing pharmacy practice and the quality of patient care. I 
remember how excited I was after finishing my interview with Hines, and I am so thankful that I am here!

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: Solid Organ Transplant, Ambulatory Care, Cardiology, Geriatrics – I 
enjoy working in an interdisciplinary team, and in a setting where I can follow patients longitudinally, engage in 
optimization of medication therapy, and empower patients in their understanding of their medication therapy.

 PGY-1 Research Project: Impact of pharmacy driven post-transplant diabetes management in solid organ 
transplant recipients

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in the 
Chicagoland area?
I enjoy hiking, bouldering, visiting the art museum, and attending symphony orchestra concerts. I am excited to 
explore with my co-residents as I am new to the area.

 Contact information: Alisia.Chen@va.gov

Alisia Chen

PGY1 PHARMACY RESIDENT



 Hometown: Itasca, IL

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) attended: Loyola University Chicago

 College of Pharmacy: Midwestern University

 What interested you about Hines: I completed two of my APPE rotations at Hines and learned a lot from the 
experiences I had at Hines as a student, which made me interested in the residency program here. I enjoyed 
working with the veterans, pharmacists, and providers at Hines, and I’m looking forward to the opportunity to 
continue to do this as a resident. Hines interested me because it offers a variety of opportunities that will help me 
to gain more experience in areas of interest for me. Since I’m interested in chronic disease state management, I like 
that Hines offers a variety of experiences in ambulatory care while also offering experiences in the inpatient setting 
that will help me to become a well-rounded pharmacist who can provide care to patients in a variety of settings.

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: I am interested in ambulatory care, internal medicine, geriatrics, and 
cardiology.

 PGY-1 Research Project: Evaluation of abrupt discontinuation of inhaled corticosteroids

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in the 
Chicagoland area?

I enjoy spending time listening to music, playing clarinet, and drawing. I also enjoy cooking, trying out new recipes, and 
trying foods from other cultures. When the weather is nice, I spend time outdoors and go on bike rides.

 Contact information: Angela.Dylewski@va.gov

Angela Dylewski

PGY1 PHARMACY RESIDENT



 Hometown: River Grove, IL

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) attended: University of Illinois at Chicago

 College of Pharmacy: Midwestern University

 What interested you about Hines: I was lucky enough to do my Internal Medicine rotation at Hines 
with Dr. Wieczorkiewicz and had the opportunity to learn from him and last year’s residents. I ended up 
loving the experience, the people, and the challenge, and after I met Nick, I knew that this program was right 
for me. I was looking for a program with a strong ambulatory care program and one that had a strong 
pharmacist presence on the patient care team. Hines had everything I wanted in a residency program and 
more, and I could not be more excited for this year!

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: Primary care/Internal Medicine/Emergency Medicine

 PGY-1 Research Project: Implementation of drug regimen reviews on admission within a VA community 
living center

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in 
the Chicagoland area? I enjoy spending time with family and friends and trying new restaurants!

 Contact information: Ana.Pranjic@va.gov

Ana Pranjic

PGY1 PHARMACY RESIDENT



 Hometown: Orland Park, Illinois

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) attended: Illinois Institute of Technology

 College of Pharmacy: Midwestern University, College of Pharmacy

 What interested you about Hines: What interested me about the Hines PGY1 Pharmacy Residency program was 
the opportunity to receive a comprehensive learning experience with several inpatient and outpatient rotation 
opportunities. Since ambulatory care is an area of interest, I was excited to see many outpatient, ambulatory care 
experiences within the VA. I also met very kind pharmacists and pharmacy residents who shared my same goals and 
passions, which further grew my interest in the program. I was excited to hear that Hines offers a teaching certificate 
which would help me learn the skills I need to be a successful preceptor in the future. And finally, I was excited to have 
the opportunity to work with the Veteran population to further enhance and shape my patient care skills.

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: My interests within pharmacy include Ambulatory Care and Internal 
Medicine. I enjoy comprehensive patient care learning experiences. I also have an interest in pharmacy preceptorship. 
I’ve been lucky enough to work with really intelligent and amazing preceptors throughout my rotations, so I hope to be 
able to learn the skills needed to be a good, supportive preceptor. 

 PGY-1 Research Project: DEXA scan completion/osteoporosis treatment in patients on chronic glucocorticoids

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in the 
Chicagoland area?: Some of my hobbies include photography, spending time outdoors, and enjoying time with family 
and friends. 

 Contact information: Sara.Salama@va.gov

Sara Salama

PGY1 PHARMACY RESIDENT



 Hometown: Born and raised in India, but settled in O’Fallon, IL after moving to the US

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) attended: Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville

 College of Pharmacy: Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville

 What interested you about Hines: Upon meeting with the pharmacy director, preceptors, and residents, I 
discovered the true dedication of these healthcare professionals toward the care of our patients. I am very grateful 
for this opportunity to participate in a robust inpatient and ambulatory care setting. I look forward to providing 
excellent patient care alongside my preceptors and residents, for our veterans and their families. Additionally, being a 
part of the teaching certification program will help me to strengthen my skills of precepting, leadership, and 
teamwork. I am very excited to start on this path of residency and am eager to take on the challenges that I may 
experience along the way!

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: Internal medicine, emergency medicine, anticoagulation (inpatient & 
outpatient), ambulatory care, transitions of care

 PGY-1 Research Project: Change in diabetes distress score (DDS) tool among VA patients managed by clinical 
pharmacy specialists

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in the 
Chicagoland area? I enjoy spending time with friends and family. I also love cooking (Indian recipes), dancing, and 
playing chess in my free time.

 Contact information: Janki.Vyas@va.gov

Janki Vyas

PGY1 PHARMACY RESIDENT



 Hometown: Glenview, IL

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) Attended:
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (B.S.)
Rush University Medical Center (M.S.)

 College of Pharmacy: University of Illinois at Chicago

 PGY-1: John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County

 What interested you about Hines: The program at Hines was highly appealing to me due to the diverse learning 
opportunities it offered, even within the scope of Infectious Diseases. In addition to ID consult and Antibiotic Stewardship, I 
was excited to get exposure in new practice settings such as the Hep C clinic and Transplant ID. I also wanted to continue 
my training where I could build close relationships with my peers and mentors. As I learned more about Hines VA, it 
became apparent how much the team cares for and support its members. Ultimately, I became confident in my decision to 
pursue the residency program at Hines VA because of its competitive program and supportive culture.

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: Sepsis/septic shock, immunosuppression and opportunistic infections, antibiotic 
resistance, antimicrobial stewardship 

 PGY-2 Research Project: Assessing antibiotic utilization and their comparative effectiveness in Veterans Affairs (VA) 
patients with stenotrophomonas maltophilia bloodstream infections.

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in the 
Chicagoland area? Playing with my one dog and two cats, Spending time with family and friends, Yoga, Exploring 
restaurants or coffee shops in Chicago 

 Contact information: Clara.Lee@va.gov

Clara Lee

PGY2 INFECTIOUS DISEASES  PHARMACY 
RESIDENT



 Hometown: Knoxville, TN

 Pre-pharmacy school(s) attended: The University of Tennessee, Knoxville

 College of Pharmacy: University of Illinois at Chicago

 PGY-1: Edward Hines, Jr.  VA Hospital

 What interested you about Hines: Same as last year, it’s still the people for me! When I was going through interview season for 
my prospective PGY-1 year, the biggest initial draws were the culture, the patient population, and the progressive practice setting. 
After completing my PGY-1 residency at Hines, I am thrilled to be back for round 2 as this year’s HSPAL PGY-2 resident continuing to 
learn from our talented group of forward-thinking pharmacy leaders and clinical staff as well as continuing to serve our nation’s 
veterans. The mentors and community I’ve found here at Hines have been incredibly supportive to me and my family throughout the 
last year, and I couldn’t have hoped for a better place to complete my post-graduate training. Choose Hines!

 What Pharmacy interests do you have: Ambulatory care, pharmacy practice advancement, clinical service development and 
management, personnel management, operational process optimization

 PGY-2 Research Project: Evaluating outcomes of the health-system vancomycin kinetics monitoring protocol (AUC vs. trough)

 What interests outside of pharmacy do you have/what do you intend to do with free time in the Chicagoland area? 
Outside of pharmacy, I am a huge family guy! My wife and I had our first child last summer! Our little guy has been keeping us pretty 
busy ever since to say the least lol. Besides entering the exciting world of parenthood, we also love to travel exploring new cities and 
restaurants and meeting new people…We are currently in the process of eating our way through the city! In addition to being 
foodies, we also enjoy walks along the Chicago lakefront in the summer, taking in Chicago sporting events, concerts, and the 
occasional Netflix binge (accepting recommendations!!)

 Contact information: Josiah.Baker1@va.gov

Josiah Baker

PGY2 HEALTH-SYSTEM PHARMACY 
ADMINISTRATION AND LEADERSHIP RESIDENT
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