San Francisco VA Health Care System

PUBLIC INTERPRETATION PROGRAM ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

WELCOME!

Public Interpretation is an educational resource
used to strengthen connections with the history and heritage of a location.

The Public Interpretation Program
for the San Francisco VA Medical Center will contain recommendations for ways to convey the
site’s history and heritage.

We are here to share what we have discovered and to learn from you.

This part of the process asks for input from you!

Your input will help in developing recommendations for the Public
Interpretation Program.

Please send any public comments regarding the interpretation of the
history of the site or how you would like to see the information made

available to the public.
We want to hear from you:

Which VEHMICLES are most effective in

conveying historic information?

Which are most informative,
important, and interesting?

VHASFCHistoriclnterpretation@va.gov

Please Note: This email address is monitored by contractors who are only authorized to
receive and record comments regarding the interpretation of the history of the site.
No general government public affairs concerns will be addressed through this platform.
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Many spaces on campus provide opportunities for learning. Some examples of existing

media used include plaques, installations, and objects. Media can use words to tell a
story or the story can be conveyed through an experience.

VEHICLES are the
combination of
what information is
shared and how it is
shared.

Here are some spaces on campus that provide opportunities for learning.

-Xisting Spaces

-Xxisting Vehicles
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We are here to share what we have discovered and to learn from you.

San Francisco VA
Health Care System

CONTENT is what

type of information
is shared.

How comfortable are you with this content?
How interested are you in this content?

/ Timelines
/ Historic Events

/ Biographies and Biographical Facts .

/ Memories SN

/ Anecdotes b
/ Legends

/ Oral Histories

/ Interviews

/ Blueprints
/ Maps
/ Mechanical Diagrams
/ Scientific Explanations

/ Historic Details
/ Contemporary Details

/ Reference Materials
/ Plant and Animal Identification

/ Art Works

/ Connecting People, Science,
and Nature

/ Maps
/ Landmarks
/ Guided Trails

We are here to share what we have discovered and to learn from you.
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MEDIA are how the

information can be
shared.

How comfortable are you with these media?
How interested are you in these media?

/ Podcasts
/ Webcasts
/ TV or Radio Specials
/ Augmented Reality
/ Virtual Reality
/ Tours i i f VA Resrch Gttt 1. oy it f ol are e Cerer Ve ol

foster home, and explains what her studies have shown regarding this innovative model of long-term care for Veterans. \|
/ Pe rf: rlﬁﬁ a n Ce S rigorous inspection and approval process.

» PLAY 15 min

Interviews with VA researchers

2222222222
Preventing colon cancerVA initiative forging best practices for screening

Mike Richman of VA Research Communications interviews Dr. Samir Gupta, chief of gastroenterology at the VA
colonoscopy and to ultimately improve health outcomes for Veterans. Colonoscopy has long been considered a good sci
preventable forms of cancer, but making sure that Veterans are getting proper colon cancer screening is critical

» PLAY 16 min
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/ Websites

/ Apps for History
/ Games
/ Maps

/ Digital Photo Albums tlrl}EuII{Ein:gE
und™ =

/ Murals (Exterior and Interior)
/ Dedicated Rooms
/ Plagques

/ Statues/Landscape Objects

/ Brochures

/ Books

/ Posters

/ Booklets/Pamphlets
/ Postcards

/ Stamps

/ Trails

/ Trail Markers
/ Roads

/ Sidewalks

/ Signage

We are here to share what we have discovered and to learn from you.
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THEMES

How important do you think each theme Is? Are there any you would add?

that capture the
unique aspects of
a place, space, or
object.

€1MS

1l o[ 313X Al [ LM Here, at the San Francisco VA Medical Center,
within the context of the GGNRA and San

Francisco, we treat and support the Veterans
who have proudly served our nation.
also have the opportunity to study t
environmental and human syst
helped shape our environment.

We

ne
that have

The facility can be seen as a learning tool. Its
form expresses its extraordinary history and

accomplishme
among the col

in the area.
the nationa

t 1S a wor

VA Health Care system, a

King facility, it is

Nts. The campus is unique
ection of curious landmarks

nart of
nd itis a

historic site with distinctive architecture.

THEME 1

A Functioning Facility

The campus is a functioning hospital
on a historic site.

« The day to day: Facility Operations
e Technology and The Body: Medical Advances
« Tales of Service: Veterans, Families, and Staff

The San Francisco VA Medical Center is a functioning hospital that
serves the needs of Veterans every day. It also supports those who
care for the Veterans. At the same time, it is a research institution that
influences global medicine.

THEME 2

Relationship to the
VA System

The campus is part of the rich history and
heritage of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

e Spaces of Healing: The VA System'’s History
e Heart and Home: Our Nation’s Commitment to
Veterans’' Care

The San Francisco VA Health Care System is part of the long history
of care that is provided nationwide to our Veterans. This heritage is
complex. Changing social and military contexts impact the system.

THEME 3

Distinctive Architecture
of the Campus

The campus is part of a fascinating
architectural history.

e Historic Design: National Register Architecture (1934-1941)
« Contemporary Design: Architecture and Landscape (after 1960)
e Architecture and Memory: Memory and Mental Health

The "Period of Significance”focuses on the Mayan Art Deco campus
of the 1930s. These buildings were added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 2009.

STAFF & PATIENTS

1990s AND BEYOND

access to parks, and assisting Veterans
to reintegrate into their communities,
starting with park visits and progressing
volunteering and vocational
PRE-WWII

How Iimportant do you think each theme iIs? Are there any you would add?

The outline of the campus can be seen as

a collection of edges. Some of the edges
connect to the natural and cultural resources
in the national park beyond. Others connect to
oortunity

sites in the city. Each edgeis an op

to highlight complex and meaning
relationships.

‘Ul

The campus is a place where the national VA
health system meets the city neighborhood
and the regional park system. Some people
stay here. Some people pass through. At

the campus edges, Veterans, staff, families,
neighbors, and visitors explore their shared
experiences.

THEME 4

Culture and
the Golden Gate

The campus is a part of a rich natural,
cultural, and military history.

« Hidden Histories: Before European Settlement

« Posts and Batteries: After European Settlement
« Collaborative Contact: Adjacent Parks

e Legends and Landmarks: Adjacent Historic Sites

The campus relates to a collection of extraordinary spaces in
the neighboring National Park. These include the wave-worn
remnants of the Sutro Baths, the weathered batteries in Fort
Miley East and West, and the symbolic Golden Gate Bridge.

THEME 5

Nature and
the Golden Gate

The campus is connected to global
social, economic, and natural systems.

e Nature in the Campus: Site Ecosystems
e Nature beyond the Campus: City Ecosystems
«Symbols in the Fog: The Golden Gate Bridge

Ocean views, unique plants, and regional geology are all part of
the campus. Experiencing these different parts of nature can help
the healing process.

THEME 6

The Outer
Richmond District

The campus is part of a diverse city and
neighborhood.

« Public and Domestic: Neighborhood Architecture
o Streets and Sand: Neighborhood Life

Here, the regional park system connects to the city. The Outer
Richmond District is a dynamic neighborhood with many diverse
cultures and businesses.
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THEME 1 A Functioning Facility

Nationally recognized
programs include, among others:
Parkinson'’s Disease Research,
Education and Clinical Center:;

Hepatitis C Research and Education Center;
Mental liness Research & Education Clinical Center,
VA Pacemaker and AICD Surveillance
Program.

Research at the San
Francisco Medical Center demonstrated
that the risks of postmenopausal hormone
therapy outweigh the henefits, and that the
subsequent drop in postmenopausal hormone
therapy was associated with a decrease in
ductal carcinoma.

The Northern California
Institute For Research and Education
established a partnership with City College
of San Francisco and College of the Redwoods to
have a full-time presence on campus, providing
mental health services and VA outreach to
Veterans.

MEDICAL RESEARCH,
ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION,
RESEARCH, CLINICAL

EXECUTIVE OFFICES,
REG. COUNSEL,
ADMINISTRATION

ENGINEERING,
ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION, SHOPS,
RESEARCH

AMBULATORY CARE,
CLINICAL SUPPORT

MEDICAL
RESEARCH

STAFF & PATIENTS

ldentified EEG patterns of
brain function that predict full-
blown psychosis within two years,
allowing earlier intervention.

PROSTHETICS, RESEARCH,
CLINICAL, ADMINISTRATION

Developed a predictor
identifying which elder hospital
patients will have new-onset
disability, allowing earlier
intervention!

CLINICAL, RESEARCH,
GERIATRICS

One of only a few VA Medical
Centers performing state-of-the-
art transcatheter aortic valve
replacement surgeries

collage from historic and contemporary imagery

Tales of Service:
Veterans, Families, and Staff

The Day to Day :
Facility Operations

Technology and The Body :
Medical Advances

The San Francisco VA Medical Center serves

Among the San Francisco VA Health Care System’s
those who have served our country. Its

There are multiple layers of service behind the
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mission is to provide high quality care to

many accomplishments are innovations in research
for AIDS, mental health, and Parkinson’s Disease.

scenes at the San Francisco VA Medical Center. Each
person who enters adds to the story of the campus.

v Veterans. Medical and adm!nistrative staff These accomplishments and many other research These stories include heroic accomplishments,
L~ aredeeply invested in providing state-of- programs put San Francisco VA Health Care System family narratives, daily routines, and exceptional
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THEME 2 Relationship to the VA System o Care

The Wellness and Recovery
Incorporating Outdoor Recreation
(WARIOR) program was developed
through a partnership with GGNRA,

Psychosocial Rehabilitation and Recovery
Center (PRRC) at the San Francisco VA
Medical Center Campus and the Parks

Conservancy.

It aims to improve Veterans’ mental
health and wellness, increasing
access to parks, and assisting Veterans
to reintegrate into their communities,
starting with park visits and progressing
to volunteering and vocational
opportunities.

The Mayan Art Deco
campus of the SFVAMC was
designed shortly before the

formal regulations of the Works
Progress Administration era
were developed.

PRE-WWII

1990s AND BEYOND

Before car ownership became
common, most VA hospitals were

located in urban settings for ease of
access.

collage from historic and contemporary imagery

Spaces of Healing : Heart and Home : Our Nation’s
The VA System’s History Commitment to Veterans’ Care

In 1930, the Veterans Administration (VA) was During the 1930s and 1940s, siting new medical centers near
created to provide medical care to Veterans. The urban centers was the norm. Later, widespread automobile
campus was built in 1934. It was the first Veterans ownership allowed medical centers to be constructed in
Administration hospital to be constructed west non-urban areas. The San Francisco VA Health Care System
of the Rocky Mountains. Prior to this only one takes advantage of both urban and park settings to support
hospital existed to serve Veterans in California. healing.

Today, the role of the VA and of the San Francisco

Veterans Affairs Health Care System includes

wellness programs as well as treatment programs.

ou would add?

SUBTHEMES

Changing priorities in care
Timeline of programs
Care and natural settings

Response to influx of Veterans after
World War |
. Relationship to Works Progress
Administration construction programs Care and urban settings
Changing role in response to a Overview of national and regional VA System
changing military context — -
How the nation has healed
from different wars
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CONCEPTS

— San Francisco VA Health Care System —
Accomplishments

» Home of Centers of Excellence for Epilepsy Treatment, Cardiac Surgery, Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, HIV, Renal Dialysis, and Primary Care Education. Home to the Southwest Regional
Epilepsy Center of Excellence.

+ Nationally recognized programs include: Parkinson’s Disease Research, Education and Clinical
Center; Hepatitis C Research and Education Center; Mental Illness Research & Education
Clinical Center, and VA Pacemaker and AICD Surveillance Program.

+  Number one research program in the VA with over $70 million in expenditures for FY ‘15.

+ Established partnership with City College of San Francisco and College of the Redwoods to have
a full-time presence on campus, providing mental health and VA outreach to Veterans.

+ Developed a Veterans Justice Outreach Program, including active outreach with San Francisco’s
Courts (Collaborative, Reentry, Drug, and Behavioral Health) and outreach with Marin County
Jail. Collaborated with the San Francisco Superior Court, Department of Public Health, and
community-based services agencies to open a Veterans Justice Court (VJC). Developed Justice
Clinics at the VA Downtown Clinic, Santa Rosa VA Clinic and VA Medical Center to help

reduce recidivism back into the criminal justice system and provide an effective alternative to
incarceration.
 Extensive tele-health program providing consultative services for: arthritis, cardiology,
chest/pulmonary, diabetes education, GI, general surgery, liver, mental health, metabolism,
neurosurgery, rehab medicine, renal, vascular surgery, speech pathology, TBI, and nutrition.

Expanded to provide telehealth care to Veterans with Parkinson’s disease living at the State
Veterans Home in Yountville.

+ Established a Neurointerventional Service which conducts minimally invasive
neurointerventional procedures, which are considered the highest standard of care for brain
aneurysms, arteriovenous malformations, stroke, atherosclerosis and vascular and neoplastic

disorders.
+ First VA Medical Center to perform MRI-guided deep brain stimulation surgery.

* One of only a few VA Medical Centers performing state-of-the-art transcatheter aortic valve

replacement surgeries.
+ Selected as a pilot site for the VA Innovators Network.

+ Collaborated with the City of San Francisco Department of Housing and Urban Development,
the San Francisco Housing Authority, the Human Services Agency, Swords to Plowshares, and
Homes for Heroes to provide housing for over 120 chronically homeless Veterans in a renovated
former hotel in downtown San Francisco.

Rev. 7/2016

TANGIBLE EXAMPLES
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e .o . . San Francisco VA
Distinctive Architecture of the Campus Lealth Care System

THEME 3

MENTAL HEALTH
RESEARCH (1934)

At 126,249 square feet of
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA space, Building 2 was originally CHILD CARE CENTER (1991)
INSTITUTE FOR RESERCH AND the largest structure on the VA Building 5 was

EDUCATION (2000) Building 6 is linked grounds. constructed in 1934 as the HOPTEL (1934)

to Building 4 by a sky radiology labratory.
bridge.

MENTAL HEALTH, RESEARCH,
CLINICAL,
ADMINISTRATION (1934)

CANTEEN,
AUDITORIUM, CHAPEL (1934)

Building 8 was
constructed in 1934 as the main
nurses’ quarters and now houses
mental health offices and clinical
Building 208 was designed in groups.
Postmodern interpretation of the
Spanish Colonial style, the building
incorporates references to Hispanic

Revival architeture traditions.
COMMUNITY

LIVING CENTER (1992)

Designed by William E. Pereirain
the Brutalist mode, Building 203's exterior
walls are unfinished concrete brut articulated hy
continuous bands of anodized aluminum windows,
whose patterning reflects the original Mayan
Deco architecture.

No
% collage from historic and contemporary imagery
S
"'S Historic Design: National Contemporary Design: Architecture and Memory:
= Register Architecture Architecture and Landscape Memory and Mental Health
S
§ The“Period of Significance” (1934 - 1941) is the The architectural spaces of today’s campus reflect The San Francisco VA Medical Center hosts a
w) time when the Mayan Art Deco campus was built. services and health care innovation. The landscape number of programs dedicated to psychology
- Mayan Art Deco was part of the nationwide Art reflects the different needs that groups and and mental health. Learning about the campus
ol S Deco movement. It drew on “regional” styles for its individuals might have for outdoor space. These buildings can also help visitors, Veterans, and staff
LLI geometric detailing. Buildings designed in this style include healing gardens, trails, individual benches, to better understand and remember their personal
- can be found in San Francisco and Los Angeles. and picnic areas. stories.
- These buildings were added to National Register of
ad Historic Places in 20009.
-
V)
A. Mayan Art Deco/Mayan E. Architecture after 1960 H. Relationship of memory and architecture
Revival architecture F. Current Landscape features . Attitudes towards mental health in the VA
B. Post-colonial architecture representation G. Original campus design/history of system over time
of pre-colonial cultures landscape design J. Approaches and innovations in mental health
C. Documentation of buildings that have care for Veterans
been or will be demolished
D. Relationship to the architecture of other
‘lﬂ VA campuses from the same time period
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ou would add?
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SUBTHEMES

CONCEPTS

TANGIBLE EXAMPLES

THEME 4 Culture and the Golden Gate

BATTERIES CHESTER, LARHETT,
LIVINGSTON, AND SPRINGER ARE
PART OF FORT MILEY EAST AND
WEST

POOR AND WORKING CLASS FAMILIES
LAID THEIR DECEASED TO REST AT
THE GOLDEN GATE CEMETERY FROM

THE 1860s TO THE 1880s. PALACE|OFy
THE|LEGION; LINCOLN)
OFHONOR PARK«GOLF
LANDSJEND el
NATIVE AMERICAN SITES HAVE I;éTl\ﬁ-J-hJ COURS
HAVE BEEN FOUND AT LANDS END! AN )
COASTAL;
TRAIL
EASTyRORTy
MILEYg
T =5
N NT STREE
ROINTy WESTjRORTy CLEME
LOBOS) MILEMF _ockOR UE -
SUTRO % %
BATHS) “ 9
2 7 (&
(o) % ©
5
k72
-AMER <
GAMERA SUTRO, %
PARKS
OCGEAN|BEACH|

collage from Google Earth imagery

Collaborative Contact:
Adjacent Parks

Posts and Batteries :
After European Settlement

In the late Mexican and Early American periods,
this land belonged to Francisco Guerrero. It was
largely unoccupied. There was a signaling station
that connected with a station at Telegraph Hill. In
the 1860s, the site was occupied by a cemetery.
People of diverse ethnicities buried their deceased
here. These graves were later carefully exhumed and
relocated. The land was transferred to the military
in the1890s, known as the Endicott period. The
wooden barracks and batteries of Fort Miley were
constructed at this time.

B. History of the Golden Gate Cemetery E. Relationships among East and
C. Fort Miley as a military site West Fort Miley and the SFVAMC
D. Endicott Period batteries F.  Relationship with NPS and GGNRA

®

The campus’ northern, eastern, and western borders
are all defined by GGNRA parkland. The batteries at
East and West Fort Miley are a part of this parkland.

San Francisco VA
Health Care System

Hidden Histories :
Before European Settlement

No archaeological sites have been found within
the San Francisco VA Medical Center Fort Miley
Campus. However, Native American artifacts have
been found in the Point Lobos Archaeological Sites
National Register District. Research shows that the
campus may have been home to the Ramaytush
Costanoan peoples.

A. Native American Cultural Heritage

Legends and Landmarks :
Adjacent Historic Sites

This neighborhood was among the later to be
developed in San Francisco. It contains many
intriguing features and cultures. These include a
camera obscura, the remnants of Sutro Baths, the
Cliff House, and the Palace of the Legion of Honor.

G. Relationship to Lincoln Park Golf
Course
H. Relationship to the Legion of Honor
Other notable landmarks in adjacent
GGNRA lands

J. Regional and recreational access
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SUBTHEMES

CONCEPTS

TANGIBLE EXAMPLES

THEME 5 Nature and the

Golden Gate

San Francisco VA

Health Care System
MARINj SAN)
HEADLEANDS ! | ERANCISCO
LSS GQLDEN'%ILEJ B_EY“-.‘-J
BRIDGE}
RRESIDIO)
RASEIC SFVAMC AND FORT MILEY ARE BUILT
OCEAN,) ON QUATERNARY VOLCANIC ROCK
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collage from Google Earth imagery
Nature in the Campus: Nature Beyond the Symbols in the Fog :
Site Ecosystems Campus : City Ecosystems The Golden Gate Bridge

The campus is on the Golden Gate strand of
the San Andreas fault line. Much of the site sits
on a relatively flat area. The south slope forms

a berm between the campus and the city. West
Fort Miley slopes towards Lands End. The north
slope connects with the pathways and the
vegetation of the GGNRA parklands.

A. Geological and hydrological history of
Fort Miley

B. Flora and fauna of the site & flora and
fauna of the GGNRA

C. Nature’s healing properties

A nmog

The campus ecosystems are part of the city, bay
and ocean. Today, the San Francisco VA Health Care
System has taken steps to improve its sustainable
practices, such as installing an ethanol fueling
station and solar panels.

Pacific Ocean ecology

San Francisco Bay ecology

Macro- and micro- climates of San Francisco
Sustainable practices on campus

The Golden Gate is an achievement in elegant
design and engineering. But it is more than

a bridge. It is the symbol of the cultural and
natural features of the region. It also represents
the region’s connection to the world beyond.
These views and connections create moments to
consider larger forces of nature and culture.

View toward the water and bridge
History of the bridge

Characteristic features of the bridge
Engineering of the bridge
Symbolism of the bridge

Global shipping industry/economics

ZrR-TT
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THEME 6 The Outer Richmond District ealth 53PeC'sS§§tem

THE RICHMOND DISTRICT WAS CALLED

“PARK PRESIDIO” FROM THE 1910s TO 2005.

THE SFVAMC CAMPUS CAN BE ACCESSED

FROM 43RD AND 42ND AVENUES b ——
SEVAMGt 12 Eeidal
CLEMENT STREET
RD
=ND) 5EI\\—
ANZA STREET
BALBOA STREET
‘\,‘ THE TORLAKSON HOUSE MAY
ﬁ BE THE OLDEST HOME IN THE TREET
'.3 RICHMOND. CABRILLO S
RICHMOND DISTRICT WAS P‘AI‘ RK;
POPULATED AFTER THE 1906
§ EARTHQUAKE
= collage from Google Earth imagery
S
= Public and Domestic: Streets and Sand :
Q Neighborhood Architecture Neighborhood Life
QW Clement Street transforms into Seal Rock The Outer Richmond Neighborhood is made up
N Drive along the edge of the campus. This of lively streets hosting a variety of businesses
Q signals the transition of the urban grid into and spaces. For many residents, the campus is a
o :ﬁ the Lands End parklands. The neighborhood neighbor. The neighborhood has experienced a
— = nas been called the Outer Lands, The number of transformations. The first transformation
Richmond, and Park Presidio. It is also defined was from sand dunes to city grid. It has hosted large
o % oy its borders with Ocean Beach and Golden populations of Irish-, German-, Jewish-, Russian-,
—~ - Gate Park. It is diverse in its cultural and and Asian-American descendants.
< on) architectural history, ranging from mid-
N - century cottages to contemporary multi-
a W family homes.
2
NS
E I'£ A. Architectural character D. Relationships with SFVAMC
N o B. History of urban development E. Neighborhood businesses
= tu) C. Other notable landmarks in F. Major access points to the campus
- B the neighborhood
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