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Martinsburg VA Medical Center wraps up Summer 2023 

Youth Volunteer Program 
 

Martinsburg, W. Va. – The Martinsburg VA Medical Center bid goodbye to 48 youth 

volunteers who have concluded their summer volunteerism with 2700 hours of 

combined volunteer service with the medical center’s 2023 Summer Youth Volunteer 

program.  

The eight-week program began on June 12th and youth volunteers worked in 11 

different services at the medical center. Youth volunteers had a variety of jobs including 

greeting Veterans and helping them to their appointments, putting together medical 

support kits, supporting recreational therapy such as ball-tossing, playing bingo with 

residents and folding informational pamphlets.  

Terry Stotler, Chief of Voluntary Services at the medical center, said the 

volunteers provide more than just a helping hand to Veterans. 

“Our youth volunteers bring energy, inquisitiveness, and an innocence that our 

patients really respond to and helping with transport, recreation and special activities 

give our volunteers the chance to really connect with our residents.” 

The benefits to youth volunteers are equally profound, helping youth to build 

socialization and customer service skills and learn about the world of health care and 

Veterans.  

“Our youth volunteers get real world experience in a work setting, have the 

chance to learn about health care career, they make friends and bond with each other, 

and many parents have told us that it helps bring them out of their shells,” said Stotler. 

Eliana Mosby is a senior at Martinsburg High School and has volunteered for 

three summers, logging over 400 hours of service. She has three generations of Mosby 
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women in her family who have worked at the VA, including her mother, who encouraged 

her to volunteer.  

“It’s important to help people who have served us and give them service,” said 

Mosby. “And this work has given me so many skills, like customer service, and learning 

to talk to people.” 

Mosby plans to pursue a degree in medicine to become a cardiologist someday. 

“It provides our volunteers the opportunity to experience healthcare and, in 

many cases, has led to them becoming doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and many other 

medical careers. Many of our volunteers have even gone on to serve in the military 

themselves,” Stotler added. 

The medical center will begin accepting names for the summer 2024 season in 

April 2024 and will accept up to 50 youth. For the new season, youth volunteers must be 

between the ages of 14 and 17.   

 

 

CUTLINES:  

Pic1 – Youth volunteer, Noah Tan, delivers a meal to a patient at the Martinsburg VA Medical Center. 
Tan is completing his last year of youth volunteering, logging over 300 hours of service. Tan was 
named the Oustanding Youth Volunteer of Summer 2023. 
 
Pic2 – Youth volunteer, Aneesh Gupta (right), helps a VA employee to organize medical supplies. Gupta 
received the highest award for youth volunteers, the Alta Selby Outstanding Youth Volunteer award. 
Gupta is completing his last summer as a youth volunteer with over 400 hours of service.  
 
Pic3 – Youth volunteers (l to r) Adham Elgamal and Cayling Evans play a game with a Veteran while 
employee Beth Gearhart supports. This was Elgamal’s first summer in the program and completed 
nearly 50 hours worth of volunteerism. Evans has completed 150 hours of service. 
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The Martinsburg VA Medical Center is a Joint Commission accredited, complexity level 1C facility serving over 70,000 Veterans 
across the four states of West Virginia, Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania. Located in Martinsburg, West Virginia, the medical 
center operates seven Community Based Outpatient Clinics. The clinics are VA-staffed and located in Cumberland, Hagerstown and 
Fort Detrick, Maryland, Petersburg and Franklin, West Virginia and Harrisonburg and Winchester, Virginia. The Martinsburg VA 
Medical Center also supports the Vet Center in Martinsburg and the Culpeper and Winchester national cemeteries in Virginia. 
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