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Sumitra (Suma) Muralidhar is the Program Director for VA’s Million Veteran Program, one of the 
world’s largest databases of genetic, clinical, lifestyle and military exposure data from at least one 
million Veterans. In this role, she oversees the policy, funding and implementation of data 
collection, secure storage and use of MVP data. She also serves as Director for the VA and 
Department of Energy joint research program and oversees the Centralized Interactive Phenomics 
Resource (CIPHER) for ORD. Suma served as ORD’s liaison to the White House Precision Medicine 
Initiative under President Obama and continues to represent ORD/MVP in the federal interagency 
group on precision medicine. She also served as the designated federal officer for VA’s Genomic 
Medicine Program Advisory Committee, which advises the VA Secretary on genomic medicine 
research and clinical from 2006-2018.  She previously served as Health and Science Advisor to the 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee (SVAC), and Associate Professor of Microbiology at 
Georgetown University Medical Center.  She received her PhD in Molecular Biology from the 
University of Maryland, and her Master’s in Genetics from Bangalore University, India. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


