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The William S. Middleton Memorial
Veterans Hospital Hall of Heroes
Committee welcomes family members of
SGT Akira Toki. We are honored to
celebrate his heroism with them.




Hall of Heroes Induction Ceremony
November 10, 2022

Welcome Joseph Naylor

Presentation of Colors Madison VFW Post 7591

Pledge of Allegiance All

Greetings John Rohrer
Hospital Director

Biography Joel Sittig

Service History Kevin Head

Formal Induction Joseph Naylor

Closing Joseph Naylor




A hero 1s a person who 1s admired or
1dealized for courage, outstanding
achievements, or noble qualities.

While all of the Veterans that come to
the Wilham S. Middleton Memorial
Veteran’s Hospital have demonstrated
sacrifice and courage on behalf of our
country. There are some who stand out
for especially heroic actions during
therr service.

The Hall of Heroes 1s where we honor
these brave Veterans.




It was something that had to be done or we had to do
because the reason why we were so highly decorated and
got put in places where nobody else would go, well, we
had our pride, we had our guts, and we had to prove
something, see. To prove that we were loyal Americans
because, you know, some of the boys’ parents and family
were incarcerated in camp back home so I think a lot of
boys had that idea in their mind when they done it.

Excerpt from
Wisconsin Veterans Museum Research Center
Oral History Interview with Akira Toki,
Infantry, Army - World War II 1996

Born in Madison, Wisconsin - Sgt. Akira Toki
served the U.S. Army from Feb. 12, 1942 — Dec. 5, 1945.
During World War II, he was part of the 100th Battalion
of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and fought in
Southern France, Germany and Italy. The battalion
earned multiple Presidential Unit Citations for heroic
actions. Toki earned the Bronze Star for Meritorious
Service, World War II Victory Medal; American Theater
Ribbon; European-African-Middle Eastern Theater
Ribbon with 3 Bronze Battle Stars, 2 Overseas Service
Bars, 1 Service Stripe; Good Conduct Medal; and Purple
Heart Medal for injuries suffered near the end of the
war. He started volunteering in the early 1950s at the
Madison VA Hospital, around the time when the
hospital first opened, volunteering over 23,000 hours
until 2010 prior to passing away in 2012 at the age of 96.




SGT Akira Toki

Mark: In a unit such as yours that was so highly
decorated and involved in so much combat, was there,
did you see much combat stress or battle fatigue as it
was called at the time? I mean, did many guys crack up
under the stress and that sort of thing?

Toki: Well, I think there was one or two I know but not
on whole, we held up because, see, we were more of a
buddy system. We were always had somebody with us,
see. Even when we dug a hole in the ground, there was
always two of us in the hole, so I think that kind of
supported each other. See, we were not alone at all.

Mark: This was the first time you had run across a
German.

Toki: Yeah, yeah.

Mark: What was your reaction? I mean, the Nazis, the
enemies. For someone whose been through a grueling
combat campaign and then to see the enemy. I mean,
what is, well, I can only ask you your personal reaction
but what was yours?

Toki: Well, I think some of the guys had real bad
feeling about it. To me, I had a feeling they were human
beings. He wanted to live, and I want to live. It’s him or
I, see. So, no I, he was doing something for his country,
and I was doing something for our country, see, and we
had our orders to do it. Just like I said before, it was him
or I, see. So, if he’s going to get me, I'm going to get
him, see. But it’s kind of sad and pathetic to do it that
way ‘cause everybody’s a human being.




AKIRA R TOKI MIDDLE SCHOOL

-

ORCHARD RIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Akira Toki in front of the middle
school named after him

Akira Toki while
active duty




“To care for him who shall have borne the battle
and for his widow, and his orphan”

Abraham Lincoln
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