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This section addressed FAQs related to Accrued Benefits. 

Question 1: What are accrued benefits? 

Answer: Accrued benefits are benefits that are due to the beneficiary based on an 

existing decision on a claim for benefits or evidence in the Veteran’s claims folder at the 

date of death, but not paid prior to death. 

Question 2: My spouse had an appeal pending at time of death. Would I 

qualify? 

Answer: Yes. A claimant eligible for accrued benefits, upon a grant of a request to 

substitute, may continue the initial claim, supplemental claim, higher-level ion review 

(HLR), legacy appeal, or appeal on behalf of the deceased claimant for purposes of 

processing the initial claim, supplemental claim, HLR, legacy appeal, or appeal to 

completion. 

Question 3: If the Veteran dies and he or she had funds that were withheld 

until VA could appoint a fiduciary, will those funds be paid as accrued 

benefits? 

Answer: Yes. All withheld funds awaiting the appointment of a fiduciary not paid prior to 

claimant’s death may be paid as accrued benefits. 

Question 4: Who is Eligible to receive accrued benefits? 

Answer: VA pays accrued benefits based on the claimant’s relationship to the deceased 

beneficiary. If there is no eligible living person, VA pays accrued benefits based on 

reimbursement. 

Question 5: Will VA consider evidence that was with the Federal Court at 

the time of death as in VA’s possession? 

Answer: No. Evidence in VA’s possession means evidence physically located at any 

VA facility, including facilities such as: VA Regional offices, VA insurance centers, VA 

medical centers, VA outpatient clinics, Vet Centers, and the Records Management 

Center. 
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Question 6: Several family members are stating that they will file a claim 

for accrued benefits. How does VA determine how each person gets paid? 

Answer:  

When the person who is entitled to accrued benefits is the surviving spouse: 

• Accrued is payable in full to the surviving spouse first.  

When the person who is entitled to accrued benefits is the child/children: 

• Accrued is payable as equal shares, second. 

When the person who is entitled to accrued benefits is the parent(s): 

• Accrued is payable as equal shares, if the parent(s) is/are a dependent(s) at the 

date of the Veteran’s death. 

Question 7: How are accrued benefits disbursed upon the death of a 

Surviving Spouse or child? 

Answer:  

If the death is that of a surviving spouse: 

• Accrued is payable to the Veteran’s children.  

If the death is that of a child: 

• Accrued is payable to the surviving child or children on the basis of relationship 

with the exceptions.  

Question 8: Can accrued benefits be used to reimburse a person who paid 

the expenses of the last illness or burial? 

Answer: Yes. Accrued benefits may be used to reimburse a person or person(s) who 

paid the expenses of the last illness and/or burial of a beneficiary, but only if there is no 

one in a permitted class entitled to the accrued benefit on the basis of relationship.  

The amount of accrued payable as reimbursement is restricted to the actual amount of 

expenses paid. 

Question 9: How soon should I submit a claim for accrued benefits? 

Answer: VA must receive an accrued benefits claim within one year of:  



  
 

April 2025 4 

• The beneficiary’s death, and/or  

• The date of notification to the beneficiary 

Question 10: How can a person file for accrued benefits? 

Answer: Choose a form below based on the following: 

• Relationship:  

o VA Form 21P-601, “Application for Accrued Amounts Due a Deceased 

Beneficiary,” at  https://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/20/cio/20s5/forms/VBA-21P-

601-ARE.pdf 

o VA Form 21P-534EZ, “Application for Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation, Death Pension and Accrued Benefits,” at 

https://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/20/cio/20s5/forms/VBA-21P-534EZ-ARE.pdf 

o VA Form 21P-535, “Application for Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation by Parent(s) (Including Accrued Benefits and Death 

Compensation When Applicable),” at 

https://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/20/cio/20s5/forms/VBA-21P-535-ARE.pdf 

• Reimbursement:  

o VA Form 21P-601, “Application for Accrued Amounts Due a Deceased 

Beneficiary,” at https://vbaw.vba.va.gov/bl/20/cio/20s5/forms/VBA-21P-

601-ARE.pdf 

Question 11: What if I need more information? 

Answer: For more information, call 1-800-827-1000.   

(Hearing Impaired TDD line 711).   

If you need an interpreter: Call 1-800-698-2411 and select 0. 
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