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This section addressed FAQs related to Medal of Honor Pension and the Purple Heart.

Question 1: Does MOHP require service connection or a disability?

Answer: No. MOHP is independent of entitlement to any other benefits and does not
require service connection or even a disability.

Question 2: What is the date of entitlement to MOHP?

Answer: The date of entitlement to MOHP is the date the Veteran or service member
files a written application with the Secretary of the military branch in which they served.

Question 3: Is MOHP a one-time benefit?

Answer: No. is a monthly entitlement paid to Veterans or service members who were
awarded the Medal of Honor for distinguished military service.

Question 4: Is MOHP subject to reduction because of hospitalization?

Answer: No. MOHP is not subject to any reductions because of hospitalization.

Question 5: Are there any restrictions on surviving spouses who have
remarried?

Answer: Yes. A surviving spouse is subject to remarriage age restrictions. However, a
surviving spouse is not barred from entitlement to MOHP if they remarry on or after age
57.

Question 6: If a surviving spouse’s eligibility to MOHP was terminated due
to remarriage, in what instances can eligibility for reinstatement be
granted?

Answer: A surviving spouse is eligible for reinstatement to MOHP benefits in any case
in which the remarriage of the surviving spouse is terminated by death, divorce, or
annulment.
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Question 7: Can a person married to more than one person who has been
awarded the Medal of Honor receive more than one special pension?

Answer: No. A person married to more than one person who has been awarded a
Medal of Honor may not receive more than one special pension.

Question 8: Is a lump sum amount for MOHP payable to the surviving
spouse?

Answer: Yes. A lump-sum amount for MOHP for a surviving spouse is payable with an
award entitlement date of no earlier than January 5, 2021.

Question 9: Is MOHP based on income and/or net worth?

Answer: No. Although it is called pension, it is not based on income and net worth.

Question 10: What is needed to establish the marital status of a surviving
spouse who is not established as such by the VA?

Answer: A surviving spouse not already established as such by VA, should provide VA
Form 21-4170, Statement of Marital Relationship to verify marital and parental
information which can be used to confirm eligibility for MOHP for a surviving spouse. A
marriage license is not required to confirm information provided on this form.

Question 11: Under what conditions can a surviving spouse receive
special pension?

Answer: To receive pension, the surviving spouse must have been married to the
Medal of Honor recipient for at least one year before the recipient’s death, or for any
period if a child was born from the marriage (either before or after).

Question 12: Can a Medal of Honor recipient or their spouse receive a
lump sum payment for missed payments?

Answer: Yes. If a person is entitled to special pension but the payments did not begin
immediately, they are eligible to receive a lump sum payment covering the missed
payments, calculated from the first day of the month after the MOH was awarded until
the month when pension began.
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Question 13: What if | need more information?

Answer: For more information call 1-800-827-1000.

(Hearing Impaired TDD line 711).
If you need an interpreter: Call 800-698-2411 and select 0.
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