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This section addressed FAQs related to Parents Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation (DIC).

Question 1: Who would be eligible for Parents DIC?

Answer:
Eligibility
You may be eligible for VA benefits or compensation if you meet these requirements.

Both of these must be true:

e You're the biological, adoptive, or foster parent of the Veteran or service
member, and

e Your income is below a certain amount: Check the parents DIC rate table

Note: We define a foster parent as someone who served in the role of a parent to the
Veteran or service member before their last entry into active service.

Evidence

You’ll need to provide evidence with your claim showing that one of these descriptions is
true for the Veteran or service member.

Evidence may include documents like military service records, doctor’s reports, and
medical test results.

Provide evidence showing that one of these is true:

e The service member died from an injury or illness while on active duty or in
the line of duty while on active duty for training, or

e The service member died from an injury or certain illnesses in the line of duty
while on inactive training, or

e The Veteran died from a service-connected illness or injury

Learn more about the evidence you'll need to support your claim

Note: If you're the survivor of a Veteran who died from COVID-19 and a service-related
condition made their illness worse, you may be eligible for VA DIC. When we review
your application, we’ll consider whether a service-related condition contributed to your
loved one’s illness.
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Question 2: How much does VA pay?

Answer: Review 2025 VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) rates for the
surviving parents of Veterans. These rates are effective December 1 of the previous
year (e.g., if today is March 1, 2025, see the rates effective December 1, 2024.

Want to review current VA DIC rates? Check the current rates

If you are the only parent alive, rates are applicable if you're eligible for VA DIC as a
surviving parent and both of the below descriptions are true for you:

e You're the Veteran’s only surviving parent, and
e Either you're not remarried, or you're remarried and living with your spouse

If both parents are living rates are appliable if you're eligible for VA DIC as a surviving
parent and both of the below descriptions are true:

e You and the Veteran’s other surviving parent are both alive, and
e You're not living with the Veteran’s other surviving parent or a current spouse

Note: Your yearly income is how much money you earn during one calendar year
(January 1 to December 31). This includes income from all sources, such as wages,
salary, investment payments, rental properties, gifts, income of dependents living in
your home, and some retirement payments. If you're remarried and living with your
spouse, this also includes your spouse’s income.

Question 3: What VA Form would you use to apply for Parents DIC?

Answer: If you’re a surviving parent, fill out an Application for Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation by Parent(s) (VA Form 21P-535).
Get VA Form 21P-535 to download

Question 4: How do you find out if you're eligible for Aid and Attendance?

Answer:

Eligibility

You may be eligible for this benefit if you get a VA pension, and you meet at least one of
these requirements.

At least one of these must be true:

¢ You need another person to help you perform daily activities, like bathing,
feeding, and dressing, or

April 2025 www.va.gov 3



https://www.va.gov/disability/parent-dic-rates
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e You have to stay in bed—or spend a large portion of the day in bed—because of
illness, or

e You are a patient in a nursing home due to the loss of mental or physical abilities
related to a disability, or

e Your eyesight is limited (even with glasses or contact lenses you have only 5/200
or less in both eyes; or concentric contraction of the visual field to 5 degrees or
less)

Housebound benefits eligibility

You may be eligible for this benéefit if you get a VA pension, and you spend most of your
time in your home because of a permanent disability (a disability that doesn’t go away).

Note: You can’t get Aid and Attendance benefits and Housebound benefits at the same
time.

You can apply for VA Aid and Attendance or Housebound benefits in either of these
ways:

e Fill out VA Form 21-2680 (Examination for Housebound Status or Permanent
Need for Reqgular Aid and Attendance), You can have your doctor fill out the
examination information section.

e If you’re in a nursing home, you'll also need to fill out a Request for Nursing
Home Information in Connection with Claim for Aid and Attendance (VA Form 21-

0779).

Question 5: Should you submit an Intent to File form?

Answer: You may want to submit an intent to file form before you apply for DIC
benefits. This can give you the time you need to gather your evidence while avoiding a
later potential start date (also called an effective date). When you notify us of your intent
to file, you may be able to get retroactive payments (payments that start at a point in the
past).

Find out how to submit an intent to file form

Question 6: What are the different ways you can apply for Parents DIC?

Answer:

e Work with an accredited attorney, claims agent, or Veterans Service Organization
(VSO) representative. Get help filing a claim
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e Use the QuickSubmit tool through AccessVA to upload your form online. Go to
AccessVA to use QuickSubmit

e Mail your form to this address:

Department of Veterans Affairs
Pension Intake Center

PO Box 5365

Janesville, WI 53547-5365

e Go to a VA regional office and get help from a VA employee. Find a VA regional
office near you

Question 7: What if | need more information?

Answer: For more information call 1-800-827-1000.

(Hearing Impaired TDD line 711).
If you need an interpreter: Call 800-698-2411 and select 0.
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