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Inaugural Purple Heart ~
Hall of Honor Inductee

Lance Cpl. James Foseid, U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Marine Corps Veteran James Foseid earned a

Purple Heart while serving in Vietnam as an M-60

gunner. He arrived in Vietnam with 200 others shortly

after the Tet Offensive, which is when North Vietnam
launched an attack during a cease fire.

When his battalion assisted a South Vietnamese unit being surrounded and taking
fire, he discovered a soldier who had been shot in the leg.

“As | approached him, a shot rang out and | was shot in the chest by a sniper,”
Foseid said. “I picked him up and dragged him to cover. The bullet entered at the
hottom left corner of my magazine of bullets, cutting all of them in half and
stopping at the last bullet before entering the bottom of my chin.”

Foseid escaped another near-death situation when a helicopter crashed on a hill
he was occupying. He jumped into a foxhole just in time, barely avoiding a
helicopter blade that tore his uniform.

He later came face-to-face with a North Vietnamese who shot him in the helmet
just before a grenade exploded a few feet away sending shrapnel into his head. He
eventually took out his foe.

It was ultimately malaria that sent him home from Vietnam. During treatment, he
lost almost 100 pounds and suffered a heart attack, all of this at 19 years old.

He’s been married to his high school sweetheart, Marla, for 48 years. They have
two daughters and five granddaughters. He currently serves as the commander of
the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Chapter 165, which has over 100 members.




