


RESOLUTION NO. 010

SUPPORT OPEN-ENDED PRESUMPTIVE PERIOD FOR UNDIAGNOSED
ILLNESSES FOR GULF WAR VETERANS

WHEREAS, thousands of Gulf War veterans still suffer from chronic unexplained
physical symptoms; and

WHEREAS, the numerous symptoms experienced by sick Gulf War veterans are not well
understood and the causes of such symptoms remain elusive and answers could likely remain
evasive for some time; and

WHEREAS, there currently is little significant research on long-term health effects of
many of the agents Gulf War veterans were potentially exposed to during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, additional research into the long-term health effects of exposures is needed,
a fact confirmed in a September 2000 report by the Institute of Medicine on the health effects of
exposures during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, the presumptive period for undiagnosed illnesses was extended until
September 30, 2011; NOW

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Disabled American Veterans in National
Convention assembled in Las Vegas, Nevada, August 9-12, 2008, urges that legislation be
enacted to extend the presumptive period for service connection for ill-defined and undiagnosed
illnesses indefinitely.



RESOLUTION NO. 095

COMPENSATE PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS SUFFERING FROM ILLNESSES
CIRCUMSTANTIALLY LINKED TO THEIR SERVICE IN THE PERSIAN GULF WAR

WHEREAS, the Disabled American Veterans has a significant concern regarding the
multitude of ailments reported by a growing number of Persian Gulf War veterans who were exposed
to both identified and unknown health hazards; and

WHEREAS, Persian Guilf War veterans were exposed to numerous and various
environmental health hazards, including smoke from oil field fires and other petroleum agents,
depleted uranium, chemical and biological elements, desert parasites, vaccines, chemoprophylactic
agents, and vehicle paints; and

WHEREAS, primary investigations and multifarious studies have thus far failed to identify
the source or sources of these ailments; and

WHEREAS, the scientific/medical community’s inability to identify the source(s) and
pathological nature of the disease has caused considerable anxiety for these veterans and their
families; and

WHEREAS, there appears to be a commonality of ailments plaguing Persian Gulf War
veterans; and

WHEREAS, these ailments have been unofficially labeled “Persian Gulf Syndrome,”
“Multiple Chemical Sensitivity,” and “Chronic Fatigue Syndrome”; and

WHEREAS, these brave veterans suffering from these unknown ailments are often prevented
from providing for their own basic needs and for the needs of their families; NOW

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Disabled American Veterans in National
Convention assembled in Las Vegas, Nevada, August 9-12, 2008, vigorously supports the
Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA’s) expeditious handling of Persian Gulf War veterans’ claims
and the payment of fair and just compensation for those diagnosed and undiagnosed conditions
associated with their service in the Persian Gulf theater or related exposure to certain chemical,
biological, and environmental toxins; AND

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we strongly urge that these Persian Gulf War veterans
continue to receive priority medical treatment for those ailments that may be associated with their
service in the Persian Gulf; AND

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we vehemently urge VA, the Department of Defense,
and the Department of Health and Human Services to continue to cooperate in tests and studies to
unlock the mysteries surrounding the ailments suffered by Persian Gulf War veterans, including the
possibility of exposure to chemical agents by U.S. military personnel.



RESOLUTION NO. 156

SUPPORT LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE PROMPT MEDICAL SCREENING AND
TREATMENT FOR ALL VETERANS EXPOSED TO DEPLETED URANIUM

WHEREAS, the military utilized the extreme density of depleted uranium (DU) in
projectiles and tank armor during the Persian Gulf War, Bosnia, and in Operations Iraqi and
Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF); and

WHEREAS, exposure to the heavy metal DU poses radiation hazards and chemical
toxicity to humans when internalized through ingestion, inhalation, shrapnel, and contaminated
wounds; and

WHEREAS, over 1.1 million service members have deployed to the Southwest Asia
theater of operations, and over 1.7 million OIF/OEF service members have deployed, and the
Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA’s) Depleted Uranium Program, established in 1993, has
assessed only 3,000 veterans exposed to DU; and

WHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committee, mandated by Congress to
examine scientific and medical literature on the potential health effects of chemical, biological,
and radiological agents, could not determine the likelihood of increased risk of adverse health
outcomes among Gulf War veterans due to exposure to the agents examined in its 2000 report,
due to the lack of exposure data; and

WHEREAS, the IOM Committee and the VA Advisory Committee on Gulf War
Veterans’ Illnesses recognized the limited number of research projects to examine the impact of
the total exposures and experience of deployment and war on veterans’ health; NOW

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Disabled American Veterans in National
Convention assembled in Las Vegas, Nevada, August 9-12, 2008, urges VA to provide prompt
medical screening and treatment to any veteran that may have been exposed to DU; AND

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Disabled American Veterans supports additional
research to examine the health effects of exposure to DU.



