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Introduction 
 
Public Law 110-387 authorized the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to develop the 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program (SSVF) and makes HMIS participation a statutory 
requirement for SSVF grant recipients and sub-recipients. Grantees providing SSVF assistance and 
services must report client-level data into the applicable community CoC HMIS system and must also 
collect a few VA custom data elements and track these elements through either a separate accounting 
process or work with their HMIS vendor to create these categories.     
 
This SSVF Data Collection Guide packages data collection summary tables, collection templates, and 
template instructions into one document to assist grantees and subrecipients with meeting data 
collection requirements.  Guidance documents are based on HUD’s revised March 2010 HMIS Data 
Standards and a few VA custom data elements that grantees and subrecipients need to collect to meet 
VA reporting requirements.  HUD’s revised March 2010 HMIS Data Standards can be downloaded at 
http://www.hudhre.info/documents/FinalHMISDataStandards_March2010.pdf.  
 
The Guide includes the following sections: 
 

Section 1:  Data Collection Elements at a Glance 

Required SSVF Data Collection Elements Table 
VA SSVF Data Elements and Response Categories 
 
Section 2:  Program Set-Up 

Program Descriptor Data Dictionary Tool 
 
Section 3:  Data Collection Templates and Instructions 

Intake Template 
Income Template 
Financial Assistance Provided Template 
Supportive Services Provided Template 
Exit Template  
Template Instructions 

http://www.hudhre.info/documents/FinalHMISDataStandards_March2010.pdf
http://www.hudhre.info/documents/FinalHMISDataStandards_March2010.pdf
http://www.hudhre.info/documents/FinalHMISDataStandards_March2010.pdf
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1. Section 1: Data Collection Elements at a Glance 
 
Required SSVF HMIS Data Elements 
 
Required SSVF HMIS Data Elements 
The following tables group the HMIS data elements by type (Universal, Program-Specific and VA Custom Data Elements) and summarizes 
requirements regarding: 1) from whom the data are collected (for client-specific data elements); and 2) when the data are collected. 

HUD # Universal Data Elements Subjects Collect at 
Entry 

Collect at 
Exit 

Collect 
at 90 
days 

3.1 Name All Persons in the Household X   
3.2 Social Security Number All Persons in the Household X   
3.3 Date of Birth All Persons in the Household X   
3.4 Race All Persons in the Household X   
3.5 Ethnicity All Persons in the Household X   
3.6 Gender All Persons in the Household X   
3.7 Veteran Status All Adults in Household X   
3.8 Disabling Condition All Persons in the Household X   
3.9 Residence Prior to Program Entry All Adults in Household  X   
3.9a Length of Stay in Previous Place All Adults in Household  X   
3.10 Zip Code of Last Permanent Address All Adults in Household  X   
3.11 Housing Status All Persons in the Household X X  
3.12 Program Entry Date All Persons in the Household X   
3.13 Program Exit Date All Persons in the Household  X  
3.14 Unique Person Identification Number All Persons in the Household – System Generated X   
3.15 Household Identification Number All Persons in the Household – System Generated X   
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HUD # Program Specific Data Elements Subjects Collect at 
Least 

Annually 

Collect 
When 

Assistance 
Provided 

Collect 
at Entry 

Collect 
at Exit 

Collect 
at 90 
days 

4.1 Source and Amount of Income All Persons in the Household X  X X  
4.1a Income Received in Last 30 Days All Persons in the Household X  X X  
4.2 Non-Cash Benefits All Persons in the Household X  X X  
4.2a Non-Cash Benefits Received in Last 30 

Days 
All Persons in the Household X  X X  

4.10 Destination All Persons in the Household    X  
4.13 Financial Assistance Provided1 All Persons in the Household     X   X 
4.14 Housing Relocation & Stabilization 

Services Provided2 
All Persons in the Household    X X 

4.15E Veteran’s Information All Persons that Answered “Yes”  
to Veterans Status Data Element   X   

 
 VA Custom Data Elements 

The following data elements may not be currently available 
in your CoC HMIS system.  However, grantees are 
required to collect this information in order to meet 
quarterly reporting requirements.   

Subjects Collect 
at Entry 

Collect 
at Exit 

Collect 
at 90 
days 

 Category of Permanent Housing All Adults in Household X  X 
 Formerly Chronically Homeless All Heads of Household or All Adults X   
 Currently Chronically Homeless All Heads of Household or All Adults X   
 Percent of AMI All Heads of Household or All Adults X   

                                                      
1 Rent Assistance should be tracked in HMIS as “Rent”; Utility Assistance should be tracked in HMIS as either “Utility deposit” or “Utility payment”; Moving 

Expenses should be tracked in HMIS as “Moving cost assistance” 
2 Outreach Services should be tracked in HMIS as “Outreach and engagement”; Case Management Services should be tracked in HMIS as “Case management”; 2 Outreach Services should be tracked in HMIS as “Outreach and engagement”; Case Management Services should be tracked in HMIS as “Case management”; 

Assistance in Obtaining VA Benefits and Assistance in Obtaining Other Public Benefits should both be tracked as “case management” in HMIS. 
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2. Section 2: Program Set-Up 
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3. Section 3: Data Collection Template and Instructions 
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