Ronald Cowjeg
Deputy Director of Labog- °ment Relationg

810

Vermont Avenue, N. w.

Washington, D.C. 20420

This grievance is filed becagge the C'hiefNegotiato;- for VA refuseq to sign Article 30-
Slaﬂ'Lollnges when presenteq to her on April 1, 2004,

The factg Surrounding thig grievance may be readily set fors, The Memorandum of
Undemtanding regarding the Ground Ryjeg Pertaining 1 the Tenegotiation of the
Agreement wyg signed op July 17, 2003 (GRCBA), The GRCBA Provideg g¢ Section Iy
“Procedures,» Paragraph G «Tpe ChiefNegoﬁators are jointly Tesponsible for the
following,* third bullet “Initialing.ofy on all Articleg to which the Master Negotiaﬁng
Committee hag teached consengyg »

Managemeny oved to open the current T€gotiations, The Proposa] at issue, that AFGE
has askeq y4 to sign, is the language v offered on thig article. Afiep oonsidera_tion,
AFGE accepted the article ag Proposed, sipneq it, and offered it to VA for signature,

Since the GRCBA is g definite, the refusal of the ChiefNegotiator for VA 1o Signisg
failure to comply with the GRCBA,

At the time following the refusal, the Chief Negotiator £, VA offered g an explanation
for her action the view that AFGE had R0t given V4 aj1 of the AFGE Proposed Articles,
That congery g4 irrelevant ¢ the refusa] 4, abide by the clear provisjon of the GRCB4 in
this matter, Moreova-;AFGEreSpondsnpwbynoﬁngthatwhenAFGEm i
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Chief Negotiatoy/ President, NyAc
CC: Anthony Pringjp;, Secretary of Vetergng Affairg
Nora Egan, Chief of Staff, VA

Robert Roswell, MD.,, Undersecmtary for Health

Daniel Cooper, Admira, Uﬂdm'secretary for Benefits

J. W, “Jack» Nicholson, General, Undmecrctmy for Memorig] Affairs
John Gage, Nationg] President, AFGE



