Message from Cathy Rick, VA Chief Nursing Officer 

National Nurses Week (May 6-12) reminds us of the important contributions made every day by VA nurses. Talented VA nurses meet Veterans’ needs with compassion and skill in a time of rapid changes in technology, knowledge, and approaches to health care. This year’s Nurses Week theme, Nurses: Caring Today for a Healthier Tomorrow describes the excellence and the mission of more than 77,000 VA nursing staff, across the Veterans Health Administration (VHA). 

VA nurses serve and honor our nation’s Veterans and their families by the concern and compassion they demonstrate in helping each patient become an active participant in his or her health care, rather than just a recipient of services. VA Nurses impact quality and safety initiatives for our Veterans through their astute clinical services, research efforts, informatics, and academic initiatives. VA nurses are key players in the forward-looking transformation efforts helping to shape VHA health care every day. 

As we reflect upon the future of health care and for the nursing profession in this era of reform, it is inspiring to note how far we have come. VA Nursing has a noble legacy of caring for those who have served America. VA Nursing continues to provide exemplary service to our Veterans. There are many nursing roles but one VA Nursing staff…dedicated to the mission “to care for him who shall have born the battle.” 

With gratitude and respect for your excellence in service, your acts of kindness, and your passion for providing the best nursing care, we honor you during National Nurses Week.
