VHA ONS EBP Curriculum - Appraise: Evidence Synthesis Examples

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Body of Evidence (BOE) refers to the collective pieces of evidence that address the same clinical question. Once each piece of evidence is appraised for quality and judged to be a BOE “keeper”, the next step is for the appraisal team to evaluate the BOE for quality, quantity and consistency – this is called evidence synthesis. It is helpful to use a table to provide a visual summary of the BOE. Once the “keeper” evidence is captured in this type of table, it is easier for the appraisal team to make a decision about the overall quality, quantity and consistency of the BOE. This evidence synthesis table can be found in the Roadmap Worksheet Part 1. 

Directions: 
1. Type in author names across the first row.  
2. For each Author column, find the cell that corresponds with the type of evidence listed in column 1: Systematic Review/Evidence-Based Guideline, Research Study or Non-Research Study. In this cell, click on “Choose an Item” and select the drop-down arrow. Now you can indicate the quality of the study by using the following quality code guide: GQ = Good Quality; FQ = Fair Quality; PQ = Poor quality. Next to the quality code, indicate with an arrow whether the outcome of interest improved (↑), worsened (↓), or remained the same (↔).
3. The Summary Column is the aggregate or collective consideration of all the information contained in that row. For each type of evidence, the appraisal team will determine the overall quality and impact on the outcome using the same codes as above.
4. NOTE: An evidence synthesis table is needed for each outcome of interest.
		Evidence
	Author 1	Author 2	Author 3	Author 4	Author 5	Author 6	Author 7	Author 8	Summary

	Systematic Review (SR), Evidence-based guidelines,  
	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.
	Research Studies
	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.
	Non Research sources of evidence (published case reports) 
	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.
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