Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

 [February 1997]

· Intervertebral Disc Syndrome - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, February 24, 1997, to amend the Schedule for Rating Disabilities by revising the evaluation criteria for diagnostic code 5293, intervertebral disc syndrome. The intended effect of this amendment is to clarify the criteria to ensure that veterans diagnosed with this condition meet uniform criteria and receive consistent evaluations.

· Comments Deadline: April 25, 1997.

· Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are in response to ``RIN 2900-AI22.''
· Contact: Caroll McBrine, M.D., Consultant, Regulations Staff (213A), Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.  

· Service Connection of Dental Conditions for Treatment Purposes - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, February 24, 1997, to amend its adjudication regulations for determining service connection of dental conditions for purposes of eligibility for outpatient dental treatment. Current regulations contain overlapping provisions which do not clearly state requirements for service connection, and provide that service connection will be granted for certain dental conditions shown after a “reasonable period of service” without defining what constitutes such a period. We intend to consolidate the information, and replace the term “reasonable period of service” with a precise period of 180 days. We also propose to eliminate redundant material, and to clearly state requirements for service connection for purposes of eligibility for outpatient dental treatment.

Comments Deadline: April 25, 1997.
· Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to ``RIN 2900-AH41.'' 

· Contact: Lorna Fox, Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service (213), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7223.  

· Spouse and Surviving Spouse - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, February 6, 1997, to amend its adjudication regulations to replace gender-specific language with gender-neutral language. The amendments are necessary to conform the adjudication regulations with the VA policy that all of its publications will be stated in a manner that does not seem to preclude benefits for female veterans, dependents or beneficiaries.

· Effective Date: February 6, 1997.  

· Contact: Paul Trowbridge, Consultant, Compensation and Pension Service (213), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7218.  

· Dependency and Income - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, February 6, 1997, to amend its adjudication regulations to exclude payments of accrued pension benefits from countable income in determining entitlement to VA improved death pension benefits. This change is needed to implement a decision of the United States Court of Veterans Appeals. The intended effect of this change is to bring the regulations into conformance with the decision of the Court.

· Effective Date: November 29, 1994.  

· Contact: Bradley Flohr, Consultant, Program Management, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7241.  

· Loan Guaranty: Flood Insurance Requirements - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, February 6, 1997, to amend its loan guaranty regulations regarding loans in areas having special flood hazards. This action is required to implement the provisions of the National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994, Title V of Public Law 103-325. VA is strengthening requirements for procuring and maintaining flood insurance on properties in areas having special flood hazards which secure loans guaranteed by VA, and to include new requirements for VA as a “Federal agency lender.'” 

Effective Date: February 6, 1997.  

Contact: Ms. Judith Caden, Assistant Director for Loan Policy (264), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7368.  
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