Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[May 1997]

· Spina Bifida  - Regulations are tripartite; VBA, VHA and Voc Rehab.  Proposed Rules drafted by VBA and VHA were published in the Federal Register, 01 MY 1997. 

(1) The first proposes to amend VA adjudication regulations to provide for payment of a monetary allowance to the children of Vietnam veterans born with spina bifida; spina bifida occulta is specifically excluded.  

Comments Deadline:  30 JE 1997

Amends:  38 CFR §§3.261-3.263, §3.272, and §3.275 

Effective Date:  01 OC 1997.  

Contact:  Jack Bissett, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. Telephone:  (202) 273-7230 .  

(2) The second proposes  to establish regulations regarding the provision of health care to the children of Vietnam veterans born with spina bifida; spina bifida occulta is specifically excluded.  

Comments Deadline:  30 JE 1997  

Amends:  38 CFR part 17; adds §§17.900-17.905  

Contact:  Robert DeVesty, Public Health and Environmental Hazards, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; tlephone:  (202) 273 8456 .

· Enhanced-Use Development of the VAMC St. Cloud, MN - Notice published in the Federal Register, 27 MY 1997.  VA intends to enter into a long-term lease with the City of St. Cloud to operate an existing golf course, construct and operate additional recreation facilities on site, in return for provision of specified no-cost services to VA.

Approved:  16 MY 1997

Contact: Jacob Gallun, Office of Asset and Enterprise Development (189), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-4307 .  

· Increase in Rates under MGIB--Selected Reserves - Final Rule published in the Federal Register 22 MY 1997 reflects 2.7% increase in the rates of basic educational assistance payable under the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve for FY 97.  Pursuant to the Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of 1996 (PL 104-275), reservists pursuing cooperative training are now paid at the 100% same rate, not the 80% rate.  

Effective:  22 MY 1997; however, change in rates applied retroactively.  

Contact: June Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187 .

· Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program -  Notice extending time for submitting grant applications was published in the Federal Register, 23 MY 1997.  Applications must be received by VA’s Mental Health Strategic Healthcare Group no later than 1700 EST, 12 JE 1997.  [Applications may not be sent by facsimile.]

Application Source:  Veterans Industries, 10770 North 46th Street (A 400), Tampa, FL  33617-3465; (813) 228-2871.  

Contact:  Roger Casey or Theresa Hayes, or Victor Harris, VA Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program, Mental Health Strategic Healthcare Group (116), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8442.

· Electronic Benefits Transfer; Selection and Designation of Financial Institutions as Financial Agents - Proposed Rule published by the Department of the Treasury in the Federal Register 09 MY 97.  PL 104-134 stipulated that all persons receiving non-IRS Federal payments must receive them by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) effective January 1, 1999.  Creates a mechanism through which “unbanked” persons in receipt of Federal direct deposit benefit payments through EFT, who do not have an account with a financial institution, may access their funds by use of a debit card that may be used at an Automated Teller Machine or a Point of Sale.  

Comments Deadline:  08 JY 97

Amends 31 CFR §207--Electronic Benefits Transfer; Designation of Financial Institutions as Financial Agents.  

Department of the Treasury Contact: John P. Galligan, Director, Card Technology Division:  (202) 874-6550 or Anne Wallace, Senior Attorney:  (202) 874-6681.  

· Loan Guaranty:  Electronic Payment of Funding Fee - Proposed Rule published in the Federal Register 07 MY 1997.  Requires electronic payment of  funding fees (including late fees and interest) for VA-guaranteed loans through the Automated Clearing House (ACH) program.  Compliance is expected to eliminate lost mail and data errors resulting from manual recording.  Cost savings are also anticipated.  

Comments Deadline:  07 JY 97

Effective 01 JA 98.  

Amends 38 CFR  Part 36--Loan Guaranty:  §36.4232, §36.4254, and §36.4312.  

Contact: Ms. Judith Caden, Assistant Director for Loan Policy (264), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202)  273-7368 .

· Loan Guaranty:  Loan Guaranty Credit Standards - Proposed Rule published in the Federal Register 07 MY 1997.  Revises credit standards used by lenders to evaluate the creditworthiness of veteran-borrowers for home loans, by bringing VA regulations in line with mortgage industry changes to the extent appropriate for a government benefit-related mortgage program.  

Comments Deadline:  07 JY 97

Effective:  Publication of Final Rule.  

Amends 38 CFR §36.4337.  

Contact: Ms. Judith Caden, Assistant Director for Loan Policy (264), ), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. Telephone:  (202) 273-7368, or Jim Hricik, Loan Policy (264), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202)  273-7374 

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

