Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[October 1997]

· MGIB Rate Increase - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 30 OC 97, to adjust the monthly rates of basic educational assistance payable to veterans and servicemembers under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty. In accordance with the statutory formula, the regulations governing rates of basic educational assistance payable under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty for fiscal year 1998 (October 1, 1997, through September 30, 1998) are changed to show a 2.8% increase in these rates.

Effective Date: October 30, 1997.  [However, the changes in rates are applied retroactively to conform to statutory requirements.]

Contact: Ms. June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.

· Semiannual Regulatory Agenda - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published its Semiannual Regulatory Agenda in the Federal Register, 29 OC 97.

· Informed Consent for Patient Care - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 17 OC 97, to amend VA medical regulations concerning informed consent for patient care. It describes the requirements for obtaining and documenting informed consent. It also describes the types of treatments or procedures for which the patient's or surrogate's signature on a VA-authorized form is required and establishes a list and priority of surrogates authorized to act on behalf of patients who lack decision-making capacity. Further, it establishes an internal decision-making process for patients who lack decision-making capacity and who have no authorized surrogate. This is intended to protect patient rights and ensure that the patient (or the patient's surrogate or representative) receives sufficient information to make an informed health-care decision.

Effective Date: November 17, 1997.

Mail or hand deliver written comments to: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to ``RIN 2900-AI16.'' 

Comments Deadline: December 8, 1997.  

Contact: Ruth-Ann Phelps, Ph.D., Veterans Health Administration, Patient Care Services (11B), 810 Vermont Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8473 .

· Advisory Committee Charter Renewals - The Department of Veterans Affairs published three notices in the Federal Register on Friday, 10 OC 97 under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (PL 92-463; 5 USC App),  renewing several Committee charters for two years:  

Advisory Committee on Women Veterans; chartered, through September 26, 1999.  

Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans; chartered through August 29, 1999. 

Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War; chartered through September 30, 1999.  

Contact:  Heyward Bannister, Committee Management Office; telephone:  (202) 273-4838 .

· Loan Guaranty: Requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published an interim final rule in the Federal Register, 08 OC 97, to amend VA loan guaranty regulations concerning the requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans (IRRRLs).  Generally, the rule would limit IRRRLs to instances where the veteran's monthly mortgage payment will decrease, and by requiring that the loans being refinanced be current in their payments. This action is necessary to ensure that these loans are made only when they provide a real benefit to the veteran, and to protect the financial interest of the Government. 

Effective Date: October 8, 1997.  

Send comments to: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to ``RIN 2900-AI92.'' 

Comments Deadline: December 8, 1997.  

Contact: Ms. Judith Caden, Assistant Director for Loan Policy (264), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7368 .

· Appeals Regulations: Remand for Further Development - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 08 OC 97, to change the circumstances in which the Board of Veterans Appeals (Board) must remand a case to the VA field facility with original jurisdiction. The rule would require the Board to remand a case to the agency of original jurisdiction (usually one of VA's 58 regional offices), but would specify that the Board need not remand a case to clarify procedural matters before the Board, such as the choice of representative, the issues on appeal, or requests for hearings before the Board. The changes help avoid unnecessary remands. 

Effective Date: October 8, 1997.  

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Chief Counsel, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 565-5978 .

· Reporting Health Care Professionals to State Licensing Boards - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a rule in the Federal Register, 08 OC 97, proposing to report to State Licensing Boards any currently employed physician, dentist, or other licensed health care professional (on VA rolls) whose clinical practice so significantly failed to meet generally accepted standards of clinical practice during VA employment as to raise reasonable concern for the safety of patients. Also, this document proposes to clarify that to be ``on VA rolls'' means on VA rolls regardless of the status of the health care professional, including full-time, part-time, contract service, fee-basis, or without compensation.  

Mail or hand deliver written comments to: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to ``RIN 2900-AI16.'' 

Comments Deadline: December 8, 1997.  

Contact: Ruth-Ann Phelps, Ph.D., Veterans Health Administration, Patient Care Services (11B), 810 Vermont Ave., NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8473 .

· Child Support Enforcement - The Department of Health and Human Services published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, 07 OC 97, to require State and Federal entities to furnish certain income and employment data to the National Directory of New Hires or to the Secretary of Health and Human Services, for inclusion in the Federal Parent Locator Service, a computerized network through which States may request information from Federal and State agencies to find noncustodial parents and/or their employers for purposes of establishing paternity and securing support. 

Comments Deadline: December 8, 1997.  

Address: Send comments to Director, Office of Child Support Enforcement, Administration for Children and Families, 370 L'Enfant Promenade, S.W., 4th floor, Washington, D.C. 20447. Attention: Director, Policy and Planning Division, Mail Stop: OCSE/DPP.  

HHS Contact: Anne Benson, Policy Branch, OCSE; telephone:  (202) 401-1467, e-mail: abenson@acf.dhhs.gov. Deaf and hearing-impaired individuals may call the federal Dual Party Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Eastern time.

· Disinterments From National Cemeteries - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a final rule in the Federal Register, 03 OC 97, to amend regulations concerning national cemetery disinterments. Current regulations permit disinterment only with the consent of immediate family members.  For purposes of national cemetery disinterments, the regulation defines immediate family members to include the interred’s surviving spouse whether or not the spouse has remarried. 

Effective Date: November 3, 1997,  

Contact: Mr. Ken Greenberg, Program Analyst, or Mrs. Sonja McCombs, Program Analyst, Communications Division (402B1), National Cemetery System, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. Telephone: (202) 273-5179 or 

(202) 273-5183.

· Survivors and Dependents Education: Extension of Eligibility Period - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a final rule in the Federal Register, 03 OC 97, to amend the educational assistance and educational benefit regulations of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). It restores provisions that govern the extension of the period eligible spouses and surviving spouses have to use Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance (DEA). 

Effective Date: October 3, 1997,  

Contact: June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration. Telephone: (202) 273-7187.

· Federal Property Suitable as Facilities to Assist the Homeless - The Department of Housing and Urban Development published a notice in the Federal Register, 03 OC 97, to identify unutilized, underutilized, excess, and surplus Federal property reviewed by HUD for suitability for possible use to assist the homeless. 

Contact: Mark Johnston, room 7256, Department of Housing and Urban Development, 451 Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC 20410. Telephone: (202) 708-1226; TDD number for the hearing-and speech-impaired (202) 708-2565 (these telephone numbers are not toll-free).

· Persian Gulf Expert Scientific Committee; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register, 29 SE 97, that the VA Persian Gulf Expert Scientific Committee will meet on November 17 - 18, 1997.

Location: 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C., Room 230.  

Agenda: Presentations on Depleted Uranium and a Follow-up on ill Persian Gulf Veterans, Chemical/Biological Agents, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and Leishmania.

Contact: Executive Secretary, Office of Public Health & Environmental Hazards, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20420.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

