Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[February 1999]

· Planning Guidance and Instructions for Submission of the Strategic Five-Year State Plan for Title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 and the Wagner-Peyser Act - The Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on February 25, 1999, to provide interested parties with the final approved planning guidance for use of States in submitting their Strategic Five-Year State Plan for Title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 and the Wagner-Peyser Act. The Planning Guidance and Instructions provide a framework for the collaboration of Governors, Local Elected Officials, businesses and other partners to design and build workforce investment systems that address customer needs; deliver integrated, user-friendly services; and are accountable to the customers and the public.  The document includes references to DOL's One-Stop service centers, the Veterans Employment and Training Service (VETS), and veterans as customers.  

DOL Contact: Mr. Eric Johnson, Workforce Investment Implementation Taskforce Office, US Department of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room S5513, Washington, D.C. 20210;  telephone: (202) 219-0316, or (800) 326-2577 (toll-free TDD). 

DOL Website:  http://usworkforce.org.

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Availability of Annual Report - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on February 24, 1999, that the 4th Annual Report of the Department of Veterans Affairs' Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans (Report) for Fiscal Year 1998 has been issued. The Report summarizes activities of the Committee on matters relative to the administration of benefits, medical care services, and outreach as it relates to minority group veterans by the Department. The Report discusses the Committee's mission, goals and objectives, and makes recommendations to the Secretary. This Report focuses on the Committee's review of medical care and benefits processing at the Temple and Waco VA Medical Centers and the Waco Regional Office. 

Public inspection locations:  Federal Document Section, Exchange and Gifts Division, LM 632, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540 and Department of Veterans Affairs, Center for Minority Veterans, VACO Suite 700, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420

· Board of Veterans' Appeals: Rules of Practice--Notification of Representatives in Connection With Motions for Revision of Decisions on Grounds of Clear and Unmistakable Error - The Department of Veterans Affairs published an interim final rule in the Federal Register on February 12, 1999, concerning challenges to Board decisions on the grounds of "clear and unmistakable error" (CUE). The amendment provides for notification of the party’s representative and an opportunity for a response when the Board receives a request for CUE review.

Effective Date: March 15, 1999. 

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AJ75.”  

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Chief Counsel, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 565-5978. 

· Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on February 11, 1999 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans will be held March 11 and 12, 1999.  The meeting will be held at the American Legion, Washington Office, 1608 K Street, NW, Washington, DC. The agenda for both days will focus on drafting the Committee's third annual report to Congress. For this purpose, the Committee will review the provision and coordination of programs in Veterans Health Administration (VHA) and Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA). Pertinent programs include the Readjustment Counseling Service Vet Centers, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and substance abuse programs in VA medical facilities, and compensation issues related to PTSD claims for service connection. The Committee will also review access to care issues related to high risk veteran groups such as minority, women, disabled and high combat exposed Veterans.

Contact:  Alfonso R. Batres, Ph.D., M.S.S.W., Chief, Readjustment Counseling Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-8967.  

· Notice of Proposed Information Collection Requests – The Department of Education published a notice in the Federal Register on February 10, 1999, concerning the collection of information needed by the Department of Education to determine whether a Direct Loan borrower qualifies for a loan discharge based on permanent total disability or a loan deferment.  Included is a requirement that the Department of Education consult with the Department of Veterans Affairs to establish a means by which their physicians will be permitted to certify that disabled Veterans may be eligible for these benefits.

Comment Deadline: April 12, 1999.  

Department of Education Address: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Attention: Danny Werfel, Desk Officer: Department of Education, Office of Management and Budget; 725 17th Street, NW, Room 10235, New Executive Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.

Department Education Contact: Patrick J. Sherrill (202) 708-8196. Individuals who use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern time, Monday through Friday.  

· Privacy Act of 1974, New Routine Use Statement - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on February 5, 1999, of its decision to provide to National and State Veterans Service Organizations access to information contained in the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) concerning which organization or individual holds a Power of Attorney to represent a claimant even though the service organization accessing the information does not hold a Power of Attorney for the claimant in question. VA will also provide access to information that a claimant does not have a recognized power of attorney, when such is the case.

Comment Deadline: March 5, 1999.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (O2D), 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420.

Contact: Bill Lanson, Legal Consultant, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-7267. 

E-Mail: The Internet e-mail address for Mr. Lanson is capblans@vba.va.gov.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

