Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[January 1999]

· VA Acquisition Regulation: Taxes - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on January 29, 1999, to amend the Department of Veterans Affairs Acquisition Regulation (VAAR) by deleting procedures and controls prescribed in the VAAR whereby facilities or institutions owned or controlled by State Governments, territories, and the District of Columbia, under supervision of a Federal agency, can obtain tax-free tobacco products for gratuitous distribution to present and former members of the Armed Forces of the United States. These procedures and controls are inconsistent with VA policy against promotion of the use of tobacco products. Accordingly, we propose to delete the provisions concerning tax-free tobacco products. 

Comments Deadline: March 30, 1999. 

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to ``RIN 2900-AJ32.''

Contact: Don Kaliher, Acquisition Policy Team (95A), Office of Acquisition and Materiel Management, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-8819. 

· Secretary of Labor's Advisory Committee for Veterans’ Employment and Training; Notice of Open Meeting - The Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on January 22, 1999, that the Secretary of Labor's Advisory Committee for Veterans’ Employment and Training will meet on Tuesday, January 22, 1999, beginning at 9:00 am at the US Department of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room S-2508, Washington, DC 20210. The primary items on the agenda include:  the Report of the Congressional Committee on Servicemembers and Veterans Transition Assistance, Certification and Licensing Update, Implementation of Veterans Legislation Passed in 1998.

DOL Contact: Ms. Polin Cohanne, Designated Federal Official, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training, U.S. Department of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room S-1315, Washington, DC 20210;  telephone:  (202) 219-9116. 

· Advisory Committee on the Rehabilitation - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on January 21, 1999 that the Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation (VACOR), will meet on February 2 - 4, 1999, at the Washington Office of the American Legion, 1608 K Street NW, Washington, DC 20006.  The Advisory Committee will review the quality of the services which the Department of Veterans Affairs provides to disabled veterans who participate in VA sponsored programs of rehabilitation.   

Contact: Frank J. Donlan, Counseling Psychologist, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-7436.  

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on January 21, 1999 under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (Public Law 92-463) of October 6, 1972, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans has been renewed for a period beginning January 8, 1999, through December 31, 1999.

· Board of Veterans’ Appeals: Rules of Practice--Revision of Decisions on Grounds of Clear and Unmistakable Error - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a final rule in the Federal Register on January 13, 1999, to permit a claimant to demand review by the Board of Veterans’ Appeals (BVA) to determine whether “clear and unmistakable error” (CUE) exists in an appellate decision previously issued by BVA, with a right of review of such determinations by the US Court of Veterans Appeals.  This implements the provisions of section 1(b) of PL 105-111 (Nov. 21, 1997), which permits challenges to BVA decisions on the grounds of CUE. The amendments provide specific application procedures and establish decision standards based on case law. 

Effective Date:  February 12, 1999. 

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Chief Counsel, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 565-5978. 

· Additional Disability or Death Due to Hospital Care, Medical or Surgical Treatment, Examination, or Training and Rehabilitation Services – The Department of Veterans Affairs published a final rule in the Federal Register on January 8, 1999, concerning awards of compensation, or dependency and indemnity compensation, for additional disability or death due to VA hospital care, medical or surgical treatment, examination, or training and rehabilitation services. The amendments provided that benefits are payable for additional disability or death caused by VA hospital care, medical or surgical treatment, or examination only if VA fault or “an event not reasonably foreseeable” proximately caused the disability or death. Further, the amendments provided that benefits are also payable for additional disability or death proximately caused by VA's provision of training and rehabilitation services.

Effective Date: January 8, 1999.  

Contact: David Barrans, Staff Attorney (022), Office of General Counsel, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:   (202) 273-6332.
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