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· Loan Guaranty: Requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a correction and delay of effective date in the Federal Register on May 26, 1999, to an April 23, 1999 final rule amending our loan guaranty regulations concerning the requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans (IRRRLs). This document also delays for 14 days the effective date of the final rule. Under the final rule, generally to obtain an IRRRL the veteran's monthly mortgage payment must decrease. Also, the final rule provides that the loan being refinanced must not be delinquent or the veteran seeking the loan must meet certain credit standard provisions.  These actions are needed because of a lawsuit concerning the final rule.  

New Effective Date: June 7, 1999.  

Contact: R.D. Finneran, Acting Assistant Director for Loan Policy and Valuation (262), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7368.  
· Reservists' Education: Increase in Educational Assistance Rates - The Departments of Defense, Transportation (Coast Guard), and Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on May 14, 1999, to increase the monthly rates of basic educational assistance payable to reservists under the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve.  The Veterans Benefits Act of 1998 (PL 105-178) provided a rate increase of approximately 20% that supersedes the otherwise applicable statutory annual adjustment for Fiscal Year 1999 (October 1, 1998, through September 30, 1999).  

Effective Date: May 14, 1999.  

Applicability Date: The changes in rates are applicable October 1, 1998, to conform with statutory requirements.

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Adviser, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.  

· Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 12, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation will meet May 18 - 19, 1999, in Room 430, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20420. The purpose of the meeting is to review the new case management system (WINRS) which has been introduced into Vocational Rehabilitation field office operations. In addition, the Committee will learn about the ``One Step Career Center'' concept currently in development at the National Center on Education and the Economy.

 Contact: Frank J. Donlan, Counseling Psychologist, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7436.  

· Schedule for Rating Disabilities; Diseases of the Ear and Other Sense Organs - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on May 11, 1999, to amend that portion of the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities that addresses the ear and other sense organs. The intended effect of this action is to update this portion of the rating schedule to ensure that it uses current medical terminology and unambiguous criteria, and that it reflects medical advances that have occurred since the last review.

Effective Date: June 10, 1999.  

Contact: Caroll McBrine, MD, Consultant, Regulations Staff (211B), Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.  

· Schedule for Rating Disabilities; Eye - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 11, 1999, to amend that portion of the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities that addresses the eye. The intended effect of this action is to ensure that this portion of the rating schedule uses current medical terminology and provides unambiguous criteria for evaluating disabilities of the eye.

Comment Deadline: July 12, 1999.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are in response to “RIN 2900-AH43.”

Contact: Caroll McBrine, MD, Consultant, Regulations Staff (211B), Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.  

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 7, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans will meet from May 12 - 14, 1999, in room 430, VA Central Office Building, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The meeting will focus on the findings of the committee's site visit to VA facilities in the Caribbean; review reports of the four subcommittees; concentrate on VA programs and facilities located in the mid-western states to include Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Iowa, and Kansas; receive a briefing from the Director, Center for Women Veterans; and begin drafting the annual report for Fiscal Year 1999.  

Contact: Anthony T. Hawkins, Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Center for Minority Veterans (OOM), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6708.  

· Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 7, 1999, that the Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee will meet from May 11 through 13, 1999, at the Marriott Residence Inn, 500 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA 22202. The meeting will review the following six new proposals: treatment of knee osteoarthritis, Type II Diabetes, statins in reducing the risk of stroke, Pallidal procedure for Parkinson's disease, homocysteinemia in kidney and end stage renal disease, and genetic tissue banking in clinical research. The Committee will also review the progress of four on going studies on Antiarrhythmic Therapy, group treatment of PTSD, computer-assisted neuropsychological screening battery and Naltrexone treatment of alcoholism.

Contact: Dr. Ping Huang, Coordinator, Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8295.  

· Medication Prescribing Authority (Withdrawn) - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 4, 1999, to amend the medical regulations of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) concerning the prescribing of medications.  The rule would allow VA health care professionals, other than physicians, to prescribe medications as authorized by VA and to conduct the necessary medication reviews; it would also allow VA health care professionals to issue prescriptions by electronic means in addition to ordering prescriptions by telephone.  

Note: VA published a withdrawal of the above proposed rule in the Federal Register on May 21, 1999, having decided to reconsider issues raised in the proposal.  VA intends to publish a new proposal with clarifications.

Date Withdrawn:  May 21, 1999.  

Contact: Thomas V. Holohan, MD, FACP, Chief Patient Care Services Officer (11), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8474.  

· Center for Minority Veterans Management Information System - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 4, 1999, that VA is adding a new system of records entitled “Center for Minority Veterans Management Information System--VA (95VAOOM).”  38 USC § 317 requires VA  to assess minority veterans' use of VA benefits, programs and services. The new system of records will primarily be used to maintain an automated database containing demographic data on veterans that the Center will use to analyze trends on how VA serves minority veterans, and the extent to which minority veterans are using benefits, programs and services offered by VA. The automated database is used to produce statistical reports that assist VA managers in their efforts to correct any disparities in the care and delivery of services to minority and women veterans.

Contact: Anthony T. Hawkins, Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Center for Minority Veterans (OOM), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6708.  
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