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Will A. Gunn

General Counsel

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Will A. Gunn was sworn in as the General Counsel for the Department of Veterans Affairs on May 26, 2009. As the Department’s top lawyer, Mr. Gunn oversees approximately 450 attorneys within the Office of the General Counsel, which provides proactive legal advice and representation to the Department concerning all aspects of its program and management responsibilities. The General Counsel supervises over 700 employees in Washington, D.C., and in field locations across the United States.

Mr. Gunn is a retired Air Force colonel, having served as a military lawyer in the Air Force Judge Advocate General Corps. In 1990, he was selected as a White House Fellow and served in the Executive Office of the President in the Office of Cabinet Affairs. In 2003, Mr. Gunn was named the first-ever Chief Defense Counsel in the Department of Defense Office of Military Commissions.  Mr. Gunn built a defense team and supervised all defense activities for detainees selected for trial before military commissions—the first proceedings of their kind to be conducted by the United States in over 60 years. 
Mr. Gunn graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy with military honors in 1980. He is a 1986 cum laude graduate of Harvard Law School and while at Harvard, he was elected President of the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, the nation’s oldest student run legal services organization. Mr. Gunn also has a Masters of Laws degree in Environmental Law from the George Washington University School of Law and a Master of Science degree in National Resource Strategy from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.
Keynote Speaker: Major General (Ret) Clyde “Butch” Tate, 
Former Deputy Judge Advocate General, U.S. Army.
Major General Clyde “Butch” Tate, retired from the U.S. Army in 2013 with over 30 years of experience including service as the 19th Deputy Judge Advocate General (JAG), one of the top two military attorneys in the Army. 
Before serving as Deputy Judge Advocate General, Major General Tate held diverse legal and leadership positions including prosecutor, regulatory law advisor, and director of personnel. He spent nearly a decade as legal advisor to special operations and airborne units, and was the senior legal advisor for the Multinational Corps in Iraq. The breadth of his experience includes service as an Army liaison to Congress, Director of the Army’s federal litigation and procurement fraud programs, and as an ethics official, professor in an LL.M. program, Commandant of the ABA-accredited U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School, and Chief Judge of the Army’s Court of Criminal Appeals.  
Major General Tate holds his undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Kansas where he began his military career in the ROTC program. He also holds Masters Degrees in Military Law and National Security Strategy.  His decorations include five Awards of the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the U.S. Army Parachutist Badge and numerous foreign airborne badges.  He is the recipient of the prestigious Hispanic National Bar Association’s Presidential Award for Leadership, Advocacy and Service.
Seth Bridge

Veterans Health Administration

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Seth is a graduate of Washington University in St. Louis School of Law.  He has worked as a Legislative Policy Analyst for the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Homeless Programs Office since April 2011.  His work focuses on legislative and regulatory policy issues affecting homeless Veterans.  Seth came to VA from the private sector where he worked on complex commercial litigation and oil and gas litigation in southern Illinois.  Seth was also very active in the technology and environmental start up community where he advised emerging companies on corporate and international legal issues.  Seth also has an enduring interest in Russian legal issues and has published an article on a Russian counterterrorism statute in the Columbia Journal of East European Law. Seth is a graduate of Kansas State University (B.A.) and Washington University in St. Louis (J.D.).
Lara K. Eilhardt
Office of the General Counsel

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Lara K. Eilhardt is an attorney in the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of the General Counsel.  Since joining VA, Lara has worked on a variety of litigation, regulatory, and legislative matters affecting Veterans’ disability compensation benefits. She has also focused on Veterans’ access to legal services and facilitating VA's relationships with the pro bono legal community, including legal aid and law school clinics hosted in VA medical centers, and VA MLPs.  Previously, Lara practiced healthcare law at an international law firm, and clerked for the Alaska Court of Appeals.  Lara earned her J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall), where she served as an editor for the Berkeley Journal of Gender, Law & Justice, a student Board member at the East Bay Community Law Center (EBCLC), and as co-director of the California Asylum Representation Clinic (CARC).  While in law school, she also worked in the Death Penalty Clinic and the EBCLC Immigration/Health clinic. She graduated with Honors from the University of Virginia, and is a member of the California and District of Columbia bars. 

Rachael T. Brant

Office of the General Counsel

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Rachael T. Brant is an attorney in the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Office of the General Counsel.  Her primary duties include defense of appeals to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and advising on legal matters related to the agency’s compensation and pension programs.  Before joining VA in 2009, Rachael worked in the Healthcare and Life Sciences practice of a private law firm in Washington, D.C.  Since 2010, Rachael has served as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army Reserve Judge Advocate General’s Corps.  Rachael graduated with honors from the University of Florida in 2003, and received her law degree from The University of Michigan Law School in 2006.

Jane Che

Veterans Benefits Administration

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Jane Che is a policy consultant in the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), Compensation Service.  As a policy consultant, Jane drafts adjudication regulations for VBA and serves as the policy expert for the Fully Developed Claims (FDC) program, VONAPP Direct Connect (VDC) interface, and the Stakeholder Enterprise Portal (SEP) program, the web-based entry point that provides authorized representatives electronic access to VDC.  Jane joined VA in 2009 as a Rating Veterans Service Representative (RVSR) and as certified Journey-Level RVSR in 2012 in the Columbia, South Carolina Regional Office.  While in Columbia, she served as a Subject Matter Expert for Nehmer Adjudication and as a full-time trainer/mentor for new RVSRs.  Jane has also served as a procedural consultant with Compensation Service, focusing on drafting adjudication materials for VBA field offices.  

Jane earned her B.A. and J.D. from the University of South Carolina School of Law in Columbia, South Carolina and is a member of the South Carolina Bar.  She is also a certified guardian ad litem in South Carolina. 
Robert Carr

Veterans Benefits Administration

US Department of Veterans Affairs

A native of Mobile, AL, Robert (Mike) Carr is assigned to the Benefits Assistance Service within the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) as the Assistant Director for Web Communications and Social Media.  Prior to this assignment, he worked in VBA’s Office of Policy and Program Management.  Mike has been working in Washington, DC since March 2006.  Before arriving in Washington, Mike worked at the VA Regional Office in Reno, NV as a Rating Specialist and Veterans Service Representative.  He has a total of 25 years of Federal service.  Mike has previously worked as an Investigator with the United States Office of Personnel Management.  He is a graduate of the University of South Alabama and holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science.

Mike served in the United States Air Force from 1976-80 with duty assignments in the Republic of Turkey and Florida. He is currently a member of the West Virginia Air National Guard.  He has also served in the United States Air Force Reserve and the Nevada Air National Guard.  Since 2002, Mike has deployed on three occasions in support of Operations Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom, most recently in 2009.
Eric C. Mandle 

Veterans Benefits Administration

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Eric C. Mandle is a policy consultant with Veterans Benefits Administration, Compensation Service.  As a policy consultant, Eric works in conjunction with medical officers on the Part 4 VASRD Revision Project, serves as the policy expert for Disability Benefits Questionnaires (DBQs), and also works as a part of the Legislative Staff.  Eric joined VA in 2009 as a Rating Veterans Service Representative (RVSR) in the Columbia, South Carolina Regional Office.  While in Columbia, he served as a Subject Matter Expert for Nehmer Adjudication and Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) cases and also mentored new RVSRs.  Eric has also served as a training consultant with Compensation Service, focusing on training for RVSRs, Decision Review Officers (DROs), and Department of Defense Physical Evaluation Board members.  Prior to joining VA, Eric worked in the private sector in the fields of Social Security Disability and general civil litigation.

Eric earned his J.D. from DePaul University College of Law in Chicago, Illinois, where he received the CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Evidence.  Eric graduated cum laude with Honors with Distinction from Miami University (Ohio) and is a member of the South Carolina bar.
Honorable Margaret Bartley

Associate Judge

US Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims

Judge Margaret Bartley was nominated by President Barack Obama and subsequently appointed a judge of the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (USCAVC) in June 2012.  For over 17 years prior to her appointment, Judge Bartley served as a veterans advocate, working as staff attorney and then senior staff attorney for National Veterans Legal Services Program (NVLSP), a veterans service organization. In that capacity, she advised and trained staff and service officers for The American Legion, Military Order of the Purple Heart, Vietnam Veterans of America, and other veterans service organizations and State departments of veterans affairs, on issues related to veterans benefits and veterans preference in Federal employment. She also represented veterans and survivors of veterans in their pursuit of VA benefits before the USCAVC and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. From 2004 to 2012, Judge Bartley served as editor of the NVLSP veterans' law quarterly, The Veterans Advocate. She also testified before Congress concerning federal agency failure to apply veterans preference laws and appeared on behalf of amici curiae in several significant veterans preference cases. 

Judge Bartley earned a Bachelor of Arts degree, cum laude, from Pennsylvania State University in 1981 and a juris doctor degree, cum laude, from the American University Washington College of Law in 1993.

Hon. Vito A. Clementi

Board of Veterans’ Appeals

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Vito A. Clementi was appointed as Veterans Law Judge in July 2005. He was previously counsel to the BVA (1997-2005) and represented VA before the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (1992-1997). He has also served as a trial attorney in the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice. VLJ Clementi is a veteran of 16 years of active and reserve Army service as both an enlisted soldier and commissioned officer. His assignments included tours as a trial prosecutor, trial defense counsel, government appellate counsel, trial advocacy instructor and as staff counsel with Headquarters, Department of the Army. He is the author of several articles on military justice and trial advocacy. VLJ Clementi is a graduate of Loyola University School of Law (New Orleans) and Louisiana State University. 

James D. Ridgway

Board of Veterans’ Appeals

James is the Chief Counsel for Policy and Procedure at the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.  He is also a professorial lecturer in law the George Washington University Law School, Immediate Past-President of the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims Bar Association, Editor-in-Chief of the Veterans Law Journal, founder and administrator of www.VeteransLawLibrary.com, co-founder of the National Veterans Law Moot Court Competition, vice-chair of the Federal Circuit Bar Association’s Veterans Appeals Committee, and author of more than a dozen law review articles focusing on veterans law and legal argument theory (available at http://ssrn.com/author=1378084).  Previously, James clerked for then-Associate Judge Kenneth B. Kramer of the CAVC, served as an Assistant State’s Attorney in Chicago for five years, and was the senior law clerk to Judge Alan G. Lance, Sr., of the CAVC for eight years.  James’s involvement in veterans law began during his second year of law school after his father, a decorated Air Force fighter pilot and Vietnam veteran, passed away from service-connected causes.  James spent that year of law school successfully contesting his claim for educational benefits and is dedicated to making the veterans benefits system more understandable and effective for claimants like himself and his family.

Diane Boyd Rauber

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Diane Boyd Rauber is the Associate General Counsel for Appeals at Paralyzed Veterans of America, overseeing PVA’s advocacy at the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.  She previously worked as of counsel to the Law Office of Wildhaber and Associates and as a staff attorney at the National Veterans Legal Services Project, representing veterans before the Board and Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.  She also served as a consultant to the ABA’s Center on Children and the Law, contributing to numerous publications on child welfare law. Diane received a BS degree from Penn State University in 1982, a Masters in Education from University of Pittsburgh in 1984, and a JD from Catholic University in 1990.
Gerald Manar

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Gerald (Jerry) Manar is the Deputy Director, National Veterans Service (NVS), of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.   NVS conducts training for VFW service officers who work in VA regional offices, provides assistance to discharging service members at 18 military bases around the US, represents appellants with a VFW POA at the Board of Veterans Appeals as well as other activities.  He interacts extensively with VA and other Federal agencies and occasionally testifies before Congress on veterans issues.  Prior to joining the VFW he managed the appeals program for the Military Order of the Purple Heart for 2 years and worked for VA for 30 years.  He is a graduate of Eastern Michigan University and the Detroit College of Law.  He is an inactive member of the Michigan Bar.
James Vale

Vietnam Veterans of America

Mr. James Vale is the National Service Director and Senior Attorney for Vietnam Veterans America. He is a licensed attorney from the State of Washington, leads a legal team of 6 appellate attorneys, and oversees accreditation, training, and VBP Program compliance for over 600 accredited service officers. He has been an accredited service officer for 10 years and is accredited by several VSOs. He has represented veterans for VA claims at the VA Seattle Regional Office and at the Board of Veterans Appeals.  Mr. Vale is a former Government Relations Intern with the Blinded Veterans Association, and a former David Isbell Summer Law Clerk with the Veteran Pro Bono Consortium. He is a past-presenter at the National Organization of Veterans Advocates (NOVA), has written an article in the National Veterans Legal Services Program (NVLSP), The Veterans Advocate, and has a column in VVA’s Magazine,

The Veteran.
Mr. Vale is a disabled Navy Gulf War-era Veteran and is legally blind. He earned his Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Aeronautical Science (MAS) from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, and Master of Public Administration (MPA) and Education Specialist Degree (Ed. S.) from the University of Arizona, and Juris Doctorate (JD) from Seattle University School of Law. He is also a graduate of both the VA Blind Rehabilitation Service and the VA Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Program.
Steven T. Wolf

Disabled American Veterans

Steven T. Wolf, a service-connected disabled veteran, is an Assistant National Service Director for the Disabled American Veterans (DAV). He is a member of the National Service Department at DAV National Service and Legislative Headquarters in Washington, D.C. His responsibilities include providing coordination and logistical support for 100 National Service Offices across the United States and in Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Wolf’s DAV career began in 2002 as a National Service Officer in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, later transferring to San Diego. In 2008, he was promoted to Supervisor of DAV’s Chicago office. He joined the National Service Staff in September 2013.  Mr. Wolf joined the U.S. Marine Corps in 1993, serving as an infantryman for four years before being medically separated in 1997. 

William F. Russo

Office of the General Counsel

US Department of Veterans Affairs

Since 2006, William F. (Bill) Russo has served as Deputy Director of the Office of Regulation Policy and Management at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.  His duties include supervising the VA Regulations Rewrite Project, a massive plain-language rewrite of VA’s disability compensation regulations.  He coordinates policy and legal matters in VA rulemakings on its health care, benefits, and cemetery programs, working with public interest groups and Federal officials to improve VA's regulations.  In addition, he coordinates VA’s support for programs which provide free legal services to low-income veterans.  Before joining VA in 1999, Bill represented disabled veterans before the VA and the US Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.  He has testified to Congress and trained numerous veterans’ advocates on the VA claims process.  He has also served on the boards of several non-profit organizations, including the Veterans Assistance Foundation, which provides transitional housing for homeless veterans.  Bill graduated with honors from the University of Maryland in 1985 and received his law degree from The George Washington University Law School in 1989.
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