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Dominic Cussatt, CISM, CGEIT 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Information and 
Technology, and Chief Information Officer (CIO) 

Mr. Cussatt has served as Acting Assistant Secretary for Information and
Technology and Chief Information Officer since January 20, 2021.                                                             
Mr. Cussatt oversees the entire IT Program for the  
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), a Fortune 10 sized agency 
servicing 22M US veterans with over $200B in annual budget and over 
350,000 government staff.  The VA IT program includes 24/7 IT 
operations spread across every US state and several overseas 
territories supporting 145 Hospitals and 1231 Outpatient Facilities 
(making VA the largest health care organization in the US), 56 Regional 
Benefits Offices, and 135 Veteran Cemeteries.  He oversees VA's $4B 
annual IT budget and the activities of over 10,000 IT employees and contractors performing Account 
Management, Strategic Sourcing, IT Development and Operations, Information Security, IT Resource 
Management, Quality Assurance, and Performance and Risk Management.  In his previous role as VA 
Chief Information Security Officer (CISO), Mr. Cussatt oversaw the VA’s Enterprise Cybersecurity Program 
ensuring secure and reliable operation of VA’s IT infrastructure. Mr. Cussatt has over 25 years of public 
and private sector IT experience, and was with the US Department of Defence (DoD) CIO’s office for 12 
years prior to VA.  During his tenure as DoD Deputy CISO for Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, he was 
also the Director of the DoD International Cybersecurity Program.  In 2014, he was selected by the 28 
NATO nations as the National Co-Chair of the NATO Information Assurance/Cyber Defense Capability 
Panel, the sole source of cybersecurity policy for the NATO Alliance. He also served over 3 years as DoD 
Tri-Chair for the Committee on National Security Systems (CNSS) Subcommittee, a national forum for US 
National Security System policy which published dozens of Federal cybersecurity policies under his tenure. 
Since 2007, Mr. Cussatt has been a member of the US Federal Government’s Joint Task Force 
Transformation Initiative, a US Civil/Defense/Intelligence partnership developing minimum Federal IT 
standards. The Initiative successfully unified the US Federal Government’s disparate cybersecurity 
standards by publishing 5 National Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST) special publications, 
including the NIST security control catalog and the NIST Risk Management Framework. He was twice 
awarded the Office of the Secretary of Defence (OSD) Medal for Exceptional Civilian Service (in 2014 & 
2016), the OSD’s highest level career medaled award. 

CAREER CHRONOLOGY: 
2016 – Present Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for IT/Deputy CIO, VA, Washington, DC 
2009 – 2016 Deputy CISO/Director of Cybersecurity Policy & Strategy, DoD, Washington, DC 
2003 – 2009 Senior Managing Consultant, IBM, Fairfax, VA 
2001 – 2003 Business Manager, SAIC, McLean, VA 
1997 – 2000 Director of Information Technology, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
1994 – 1997 Database/System Administrator, Litton PRC, McLean, VA 

EDUCATION: 

2010 Masters of Science in Information Systems Technology, George Washington University, 
Washington, DC 

1991 Bachelor of Arts in International Politics with Business Minor, Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA 




