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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 11, 2003

VA Honors African-American Medal of Honor Recipients

WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi kicked off the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) observance of Black History Month on Feb. 11 by unveiling an exhibit honoring African-Americans who received the Medal of Honor.

In a public ceremony, Principi also honored Clarence Sasser, a former VA employee who received the Medal of Honor for his courage under fire in Vietnam.  

"During Black History Month, VA is pleased to pay tribute to all of our nation's African-American veterans," Principi said. "Our heroes remind us of the American values for which they served and often fought, and our new exhibit pays homage to those whose bravery and courage was distinguished by the Medal of Honor."

The VA exhibit honors more than 80 African-Americans who are among 3,400 recipients of the nation's highest award for valor in action against an enemy force.

Throughout February, VA is holding a series of activities highlighting the achievements of African-Americans in military service, civil rights, music and the arts, with exhibitions, performances and an appearance by a former member of the Tuskegee Airmen.
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