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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 8, 2010
Hundreds of Veterans in Denver to Celebrate and Honor the Spirit of Independence Day through Competition
WASHINGTON – More than 500 U.S. military Veterans who have sacrificed for our freedom are in Denver for the 30th National Veterans Wheelchair Games.  The event, presented each year by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), began July 4 and runs through July 9.
“These games not only highlight the athleticism of our Nation’s disabled Veteran athletes, but also the strong will and determination they have regardless of their injuries,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.  “I want to encourage other disabled Veterans to go to their local VA Medical Center and find out how they can become a part of a future Wheelchair Game or other VA programs.”   
The National Veterans Wheelchair Games showcase some of the greatest wheelchair athletes in the world, including 12 former and present Paralympians.  Athletes will compete in 17 different sports, including air guns, archery, basketball, bowling, field events, handcycling, nine-ball, a motorized wheelchair relay, power soccer, quad rugby, softball, swimming, table tennis, track, trapshooting, weightlifting and wheelchair slalom.  This year, an exhibition event will also be held in kayaking.
Several top VA officials will be on hand during the week of the games, including Secretary Shinseki, VA General Counsel Will A. Gunn; Under Secretary for Health Dr. Robert A. Petzel, and Assistant Secretary L. Tammy Duckworth.  Gene A. Crayton, national president of Paralyzed Veterans of America and several members of PVA’s board of directors will also be present in Denver throughout the week.
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“It’s a privilege for us to present this amazing rehabilitation event this year,” said VA Assistant Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs Tammy Duckworth.  “I applaud all the Veterans who are participating and striving for their own personal goals.” 

 “This outstanding competition is an extension of the best care Veterans find every day at VA, a recognized leader in rehabilitation, with therapy programs available at VA health care facilities across the nation,” said VA Under Secretary for Health Dr. Robert A. Petzel. 

Highlights included the games’ kick-off on July 4, which introduced the Wheelchair Games to the Denver community.  The kick-off in Civic Center Park featured a quad rugby exhibition, which featured local media representatives and community officials testing their mettle with experienced wheelchair athletes. 

“I look forward to attending the Wheelchair Games this year and witnessing the incredible feats of these wheelchair athletes,” said Will A. Gunn, VA’s general counsel. 

The opening ceremonies took place July 4 in the Greek Theatre at Civic Center Park.  Athletes paraded through downtown Denver into the open-air theatre bearing their state flags to begin the festivities.  Local radio host, Rick Crandall, served as master of ceremonies, and nationally acclaimed country singer Barry Michael sang the National Anthem; followed by welcoming remarks from city and Games officials.  The lighting of the games’ torch marked the official start of the 30th National Veterans Wheelchair Games.

Other highlights include Kids Day at the games on Thursday, July 8, at City Park, where local children with disabilities will meet the athletes and learn about wheelchair sports.
“I am proud to represent the Paralyzed Veterans of America at the National Veterans Wheelchair Games,” said PVA National President Gene A. Crayton.  “The annual games provide the best outlet for these athletes to come together for a week of competition and camaraderie.”  

Events will be held at venues throughout the community including: the Colorado Convention Center; Brunswick Zone, City Park, Cherry Creek State Park, Invesco Field at Mile High Stadium and others.  Admission is free and the community is encouraged to attend.  
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The VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System in Denver and the Mountain States Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America are hosting the 2010 Games.  For more information about the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, visit the Games Web site at: www.wheelchairgames.va.gov.

VA is a recognized leader in rehabilitative and recreational therapies, and operates more than 1,400 sites of care, including 153 medical centers. (www.va.gov) Paralyzed Veterans of America was founded 63 years ago by a band of spinal cord injured service members who returned home from World War II to a grateful nation, but also to a world with few solutions to the challenges they faced. For more than six decades, Paralyzed Veterans of America and its 34 chapters have been working to create an America where all veterans, and people with disabilities and their families, have everything they need to thrive.  (www.pva.org)
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Media Inquiries:  

· Kim Byers, VA Public Affairs, (734) 845-3377 or (734) 417-6230 ; kim.byers2@va.gov
· Mark Daley, PVA Communications, (202) 416-7681 or (202) 615-7128; markdaley@pva.org
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