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National Veterans Creative Arts Festival Comes to St. Louis
WASHINGTON – More than 120 veterans from across the country, all selected national winners in music, dance, drama or art contests are preparing to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival in St. Louis, Missouri, October 22-28.

"This event showcases the hard work of veterans and the positive impact of the creative arts in the lives of those who served in uniform,’ said Gordon H. Mansfield, Acting Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  “The determination and grace shown by these participants is a testament to their character and spirit.”
Presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) and Help Hospitalized Veterans (HHV), the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is the culmination of a year-long fine arts talent competition involving 3,000 participants nationwide.  The Festival is open to all veterans receiving care at VA medical facilities.  It is hosted this year by the VA Medical Center in St. Louis.
These talented veterans will come to St. Louis for a week of rehearsals and workshops, concluding on Sunday, October 28 with a visual art exhibit and gala variety stage show at the Touhill Performing Arts Center, located on the University of Missouri - St. Louis campus.   

"The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is one of the highlights of our year,” said Jan Pulvermacher-Ryan, ALA National President.  “We are privileged to share and support this wonderful event both locally and nationally.  We are well aware of the positive outcomes of the veterans’ participation, both in the performing and the visual arts."
- More -
2/2/2/2 Creative Arts Festival
The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is a week of learning, exploring, fellowship and celebration of the healing power of the arts.  Because the gold, silver or bronze medal winners are already selected to participate in the Festival, there is no competition at the event itself; rather, it serves as a showcase for the top national winners.  
“The Board of Directors of HHV is again thrilled and privileged to co-sponsor the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival with ALA and VA,” said Mike Lynch, HHV Executive Director.  “HHV wishes to congratulate all veterans who entered into this national competition, for you have shared your fantastic performing and visual arts abilities with America.”

Across the country each year, veterans treated at VA medical centers compete in local creative arts contests in 50 art categories that range from oil painting to leatherwork to paint-by-number kits.  In addition, there are 120 categories pertaining to all aspects of music, dance, drama and creative writing.  A national selection committee chooses first, second and third place winners among all of the entries.  Selected winners are invited to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. In 2007, 2,839 veterans from nearly 100 VA facilities entered the contest nationwide, with more than 120 of the medal-winning veterans earning an invitation to participate in the 2007 event in St. Louis.
The artists will exhibit their work from 12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. on October 28 at the Touhill Performing Arts Center.  At 2:00 p.m., performers in music, drama and dance will showcase their talent in a stage show, backed by a professional orchestra.  Renowned actress of Hollywood’s golden era, Jane Powell, is the mistress of ceremonies for the show.  

For further information about the festival, contact Kim Byers, public affairs coordinator, at (734) 845-3377, or log on to the festival’s web site: http://www.creativeartsfestival.va.gov/. 
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