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VA Awards Local Grants to Prevent and End Homelessness

Flexible Grants Are Helping Achieve Lower Rates of Veteran Homelessness, Community By Community

WASHINGTON - Thousands of very low-income Veteran families around the nation, who are permanently housed or transitioning to
permanent housing, will continue to have access to crucial services with the renewal of approximately $300 million in grants under the Supportive
Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program.

SSVF renewal funding, which supports outreach, case management and other flexible assistance to prevent Veteran homelessness or rapidly
re-house Veterans who become homeless, went to 286 non-profit organizations and consumer cooperatives in all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. A list of grantees is located at www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp.

“SSVF grants empower our local partners to provide short-term-focused interventions that promote housing stability among the most
economically vulnerable Veterans and their families,” said Department of Veterans Affairs’ Secretary Robert A. McDonald. “Whether they need
rental or child care assistance, transportation vouchers or another type of support, SSVF grantees offer Veterans the mix of services they need to
gain housing and stay housed.”

SSFV grantees typically serve Veterans with incomes below 30 percent of the area median income. Grantees must follow the housing first
approach, which centers on permanently housing homeless Veterans quickly without preconditions and providing supportive services as needed.
Additional SSVF requirements are that grantees engage in outreach to find and serve Veterans in need, provide Veterans with case management
and assist them in obtaining VA and other public benefits.

SSVF served 127,829 participants in fiscal year (FY) 2014 and is on track to serve 135,000 Veterans and their family members by the end of
FY 2015. As a result of these and other efforts, Veteran homelessness is down significantly since the launch of the Federal Strategic Plan to
Prevent and End Homelessness in 2010. Since 2010, nearly 230,000 Veterans and their family members have been permanently housed, rapidly
rehoused or prevented from falling into homelessness by VA’s homelessness programs and targeted housing vouchers provided by HUD.

The funding announced today will support SSVF services in FY 2016, which starts October 1, 2015, and ends September 30, 2016.

The SSVF program is authorized by 38 U.S.C. 2044. VA implements the program by regulations in 38 CFR part 62.Visit
www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp to learn more about the SSVF program.
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