uspeparmen. | NEWS Release

.T\ W . 1 )
of Veterans Affairs Office of Public Affairs Washington, DC 20420
Media Relations (202) 461-7600
WWW.Va.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 25, 2019

VA and National Multiple Sclerosis Society join forces to enhance
health care services for Veterans

Intent to promote whole health and wellness goals of Veterans and families

WASHINGTON — As part of the U.S Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) efforts to advance and improve the lives of Veterans living
with multiple sclerosis (MS), the department announced its recent partnership with the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

The partnership, formalized on March 6, will continue to build upon VA’s national network of MS clinical services. education and research.

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said VA is committed to working closely with Veterans and their caregivers, community health care
professionals, MS advocates and Veterans service organizations to identify new and innovative ways to support this initiative.

“MS can be an overwhelming challenge for those who are fighting the disease and their loved ones who care for them,” Wilkie said. “VA
recognizes and values the strength of collaborations with our external partners, which can help increase access to care and lead to a more fulfilled
quality of life.”

VA and the National MS Society seek to enhance health services, education, self-efficacy and promote whole health goals of Veterans and
their families, by sharing certain resources and collaborating on policy, educational and research initiatives.

“Veterans living with multiple sclerosis need our support,” said Cyndi Zagieboylo, president and CEO of the National MS Society. “This
agreement is a very clear commitment from the federal government and the society that we are here for them — and will be here for them.”

According to the National MS Society, nearly 1 million people are living with MS in the United States. Approximately 20,000 Veterans with
MS are cared for annually in the Veterans Health Administration. With the 2003 establishment of VA’s MS Centers of Excellence, Veterans and
their families have access to a national network of regional and support programs to improve their diagnosis and treatment.

For more information about VA’s National MS Centers of Excellence, visit VA Multiple Sclerosis.
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https://www.nationalmssociety.org/
https://www.va.gov/MS/Veterans/benefits/What_Are_My_VA_Benefits_for_Multiple_Sclerosis.asp
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http://www.va.gov/MS

