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VA seeks feedback to guide future vision of VA health care

 WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a draft decision for criteria Feb. 1 in the Federal Register to
be used by VA’s Secretary to develop recommendations for the future of Veterans Health Administration (VHA) health care.

The criteria are based on specific factors outlined in the VA MISSION Act of 2018 (MISSION Act), which gives Veterans greater access to
health care in VA facilities and the community, and input received through collaboration with stakeholders, including Veterans and Veterans
Service Organizations. 

The criteria includes the following categories: Veterans’ need for care and services; accessibility of care for veterans; impact on mission;
providing the highest quality whole health care; effective use of resources; and ensuring a safe environment of care. 

In accordance with the MISSION Act, VA is conducting market assessments for each of VA’s markets to design high-performing networks
of care. The networks will consist of a more flexible platform that can provide quality, readily accessible, cost-effective care through VHA and
leverage the best of care provided by federal partners, academic affiliates and other private sector providers. Recommendations from the
assessments will be finalized utilizing the approved criteria and submitted by VA’s Secretary to the presidentially appointed Asset and
Infrastructure Review (AIR) Commission for their consideration in January 2022. 

“VA health care is the backstop to the United States’ health care system and must be strengthened to provide quality care that can be
sustained into the future,” said Acting VA Secretary Dat Tran. “We want to hear from Veterans and all our stakeholders on the draft decision
criteria as the beginning of a broader conversation about how VA can best meet Veterans’ health care needs for generations to come.” 

In addition to analyzing public comments, VA is hosting virtual listening sessions in the coming months. The feedback will be used to
provide recommendations for creating networks of care to be reviewed by the AIR Commission, President Biden and Congress. 

View the draft decision criteria and make comments at the Federal Register  webpage. The public comment period ends 90 days after Feb. 1. 
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https://www.veterans.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/VA%20Mission%20Act%20Section%20by%20Section.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/115th-congress/house-report/1036
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/115th-congress/house-report/1036
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2021-02138%2Fdraft-criteria-for-section-203-of-the-mission-act&data=04%7C01%7C%7C29288854fa5146c8bb3108d8c6dee430%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637478007892510587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=C7sJ02y0mcnQ1NuXaJcQGLLhxuaXsoHpHcZ73bGhxJU%3D&reserved=0

