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 VA improves quality of care for Veterans diagnosed with ALS 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans Affairs through a recent partnership is working to increase the number of clinics certified
by the ALS Association as a Treatment Center of Excellence.

The alliance aims to improve care for Veterans diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis — and increase awareness of resources and
treatment options available.

ALS is a progressive neurodegenerative disease affecting nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord. While there are no known cures, treatment
options can reduce damage caused by the disease, relieve symptoms and improve one’s quality of life. Research shows those who served in the
military are more likely to develop ALS than those who have not.

“ALS Association’s continuing education resources give VA health care providers and patients access to educational opportunities,” said VA
National Center for Healthcare Advancement and Partnerships Nurse Executive Tracy L. Weistreich, Ph.D. “By promoting local participation in 
nationwide chapters, we ensure Veterans have greater access to ALS programs and services at VA and in their communities.”

Veterans can also enroll in the National ALS Registry which helps health experts enhance the standards of ALS care and seek a cure.

VA has 11 Treatment Centers of Excellence that exceed nationally accepted standards of care. To be certified, clinics must meet high level
of treatment standards, participate in ALS-related research and successfully complete a comprehensive review.

Learn about VA Healthcare Advancement and Partnerships. For caregiving tips for Veterans diagnosed with ALS, visit the VA Caregiver
Support Program.

###

https://www.als.org/local-support/certified-centers-clinics?f%5B0%5D=certified_centers_clinics%3A104
https://www.als.org/navigating-als/resources
https://www.als.org/understanding-als/what-is-als
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/Tips_by_Diagnosis/ALS.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/Tips_by_Diagnosis/ALS.asp
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alsa.org%2Fassets%2Fpdfs%2Fadvocacy%2Fals_military_paper.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C17fe5e8de8b44f1380b208d98e6f1127%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637697429936660076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0SkFIOE9bVYQRAN70QzbhV%2BAxotJO0NiaWwPfLCgd58%3D&reserved=0
http://www.va.gov/healthpartnerships
https://www.cdc.gov/als/Default.html
http://www.va.gov/healthpartnerships
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/Tips_by_Diagnosis/ALS.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/Tips_by_Diagnosis/ALS.asp

