





Example
Fact Sheets:
Small Photos

Georgia Regular, 35 pt.

Georgia Regular, 26/32 pt.

small photo

Georgia Italic, 18/28 pt.

Myriad Pro Regular, 10/14 pt.

Myriad Pro Regular, 7 pt.

VA TIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Lorem Ipsum Georgia Headline
Subhead Option Lorem ipsum Sit Amet Dolar

€Callout text and quotes are
given prominent placement
and ample white space.

Lorem ipsum sit amet dolar

tempor incididunt ut labore.

Created 1/11

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec lacinia,
justo eu sodales ultrices, urna lectus elementum lectus, sed scelerisque
nibh elit semper purus. Nullam ac tortor ac risus sollicitudin aliquam quis
ut lacus. In eu ligula eget velit pulvinar lacinia. Vestibulum iaculis tincid-
unt nunc, consequat elementum odio posuere tincidunt. Ut eget arcu
felis. Sed aliquet, sapien sed elementum luctus, dui sapien faucibus turpis,
et semper odio enim a arcu. Nunc iaculis tristique libero nec vestibulum.
Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per
inceptos himenaeos. Nunc convallis mauris et dolor molestie consequat.
Etiam tincidunt, ipsum non mollis aliquam, nisl tortor aliquam neque,
eget mollis sem ipsum eu elit.

Integer quis neque vitae enim ultrices dictum at sit amet nisl. Pellen-
tesque pellentesque varius libero, vitae luctus lacus lacinia nec. Proin
imperdiet fermentum purus, sit amet luctus risus rutrum ac. Curabitur et
mi ac nisl adipiscing dictum. Mauris luctus imperdiet nunc. Cras augue
est, luctus lobortis accumsan ac, laoreet sit amet ipsum. Donec tincidunt
dapibus ipsum, quis porttitor dui fringilla at. Suspendisse interdum
magna et metus suscipit ac adipiscing metus porta. Maecenas metus tel-
lus, luctus eu mattis non, iaculis ac lacus. Ut sollicitudin placerat sem, quis
cursus neque porttitor id. Donec sollicitudin condimentum justo sit amet
imperdiet. Donec eleifend eros sed tellus pulvinar consequat. Maecenas
turpis enim, mattis non convallis at, vestibulum eu lectus. Aliquam et
mattis nulla. Phasellus commodo orci eget lorem gravida commodo. Ut
eget nibh magna, quis feugiat mauris.

Duis malesuada massa eget ipsum convallis condimentum. Aenean
tristique arcu aliquam felis lacinia et rutrum neque faucibus. Aliquam
bibendum nulla non ipsum pretium nec tincidunt quam mattis. Vivamus
felis turpis, placerat tincidunt lobortis eu, luctus vitae leo. Sed elementum
mi et enim facilisis placerat. Nunc id libero ante, eget convallis purus. Sed
eget est tortor. Etiam at leo eget neque lobortis vulputate sit amet in sem.
Vivamus ultrices porttitor lacus. Nullam adipiscing fringilla ligula nec sem-
per. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Mauris tellus orci, consequat sed
varius in, euismod nec velit. Proin lacinia dolor eu nulla dapibuslacinia.

FACT SHEETS—SMALL PHOTOS

A simple, yet effective graphic element for any
8.5" x 11" fact sheet (or similar document) is a
combination color bar utilizing the VA Color
Palette and New VA Parent Signature. Beneath
it, the layout options are versatile.

In this example, a small photo is used in the
narrow left column, which allows greater
emphasis on the headline—particularly useful
with lengthier titles and subheads.

Always be sure to include the “Created/
Revised” date, along with the stocking/catalog
number in a lower corner.

Download design template from
ww.VA.gov/BrandRepository/
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Example
Fact Sheets:
Multiple Photos

photo

Georgia Regular, 35 pt.

Georgia Regular, 26/32 pt.

photo

Myriad Pro Regular, 10/14 pt.

Myriad Pro Regular, 7 pt.

U.S. Department

of Veterans Affairs

VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS

Lorem Ipsum Georgia Headline
Subhead Option Lorem ipsum Sit Amet Dolar

Callout text and quotes
are given prominent
placement and ample
white space. Lorem ipsum

sit amet dolar labore.

Created 1/11

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec lacinia,
justo eu sodales ultrices, urna lectus elementum lectus, sed scelerisque
nibh elit semper purus. Nullam ac tortor ac risus sollicitudin aliquam quis
ut lacus. In eu ligula eget velit pulvinar lacinia. Vestibulum iaculis tincid-
unt nunc, consequat elementum odio posuere tincidunt. Ut eget arcu
felis. Sed aliquet, sapien sed elementum luctus, dui sapien faucibus turpis,
et semper odio enim a arcu. Nunc iaculis tristique libero nec vestibulum.
Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per
inceptos himenaeos. Nunc convallis mauris et dolor molestie consequat.
Etiam tincidunt, ipsum non mollis aliquam, nisl tortor aliquam neque,
eget mollis sem ipsum eu elit.

Integer quis neque vitae enim ultrices dictum at sit amet nisl. Pellen-
tesque pellentesque varius libero, vitae luctus lacus lacinia nec. Proin
imperdiet fermentum purus, sit amet luctus risus rutrum ac. Curabitur et
mi ac nisl adipiscing dictum. Mauris luctus imperdiet nunc. Cras augue
est, luctus lobortis accumsan ac, laoreet sit amet ipsum. Donec tincidunt
dapibus ipsum, quis porttitor dui fringilla at. Suspendisse interdum
magna et metus suscipit ac adipiscing metus porta. Maecenas metus tel-
lus, luctus eu mattis non, iaculis ac lacus. Ut sollicitudin placerat sem, quis
cursus neque porttitor id. Donec sollicitudin condimentum justo sit amet
imperdiet. Donec eleifend eros sed tellus pulvinar consequat. Maecenas
turpis enim, mattis non convallis at, vestibulum eu lectus. Aliquam et
mattis nulla. Phasellus commodo orci eget lorem gravida commodo. Ut
eget nibh magna, quis feugiat mauris.

Duis malesuada massa eget ipsum convallis condimentum. Aenean
tristique arcu aliquam felis lacinia et rutrum neque faucibus. Aliquam
bibendum nulla non ipsum pretium nec tincidunt quam mattis. Vivamus
felis turpis, placerat tincidunt lobortis eu, luctus vitae leo. Sed elementum
mi et enim facilisis placerat. Nunc id libero ante, eget convallis purus. Sed
eget est tortor. Etiam at leo eget neque lobortis vulputate sit amet in sem.
Vivamus ultrices porttitor lacus.

FACT SHEETS—MULTIPLE PHOTOS
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Download design template from
www.VA.gov/BrandRepository/



VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS FACT SHEETS—LARGE PHOTOS

Example T
Fact Sheets:

U.S. Department .

Large PhOtOS of Veterans Affairs For a visually bolder fact sheet, you may
wish to feature a large photo. Images can
be used at full-width bleed directly below
the masthead color bars.

large photo When choosing a photo, care should be taken
to ensure that critical elements within the
photo aren’t covered by the Thread or by the
VA Parent Signature, and that ample clear
Georgia Bold, 35 pt. . S
9 »33P space exists for your headline title.
Georgia Regular, 18/30 pt. Subhead Blue Lorem Ipsum
The title can also be used outside (below)
the photo if the image is too busy for text.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec lacinia, justo eu sodales . .
ultrices, urna lectus elementum lectus, sed scelerisque nibh elit semper purus. Nullam For certain Internal pieces, the | CARE |OgO
ac tortor ac risus sollicitudin aliquam quis ut lacus. In eu ligula eget velit pulvinar lacinia. may be used in a manner WhICh provides
Vestibulum iaculis tincidunt nunc, consequat elementum odio posuere tincidunt. Ut
eget arcu felis. Sed aliquet, sapien sed elementum luctus, dui sapien faucibus turpis, et adequate distance from the VA Signature.
Georgia Italic, 14/24 pt_ Callout text and quotes semper odio enim a arcu. Nunc iaculis tristique libero nec vestibulum. Class aptent taciti
sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. Nunc convallis
are given prominent mauris et dolor molestie consequat. Etiam tincidunt, ipsum non mollis aliquam, nisl

Always be sure to include the “Created/

I ‘ d 1 tortor aliquam neque, eget mollis sem ipsum eu elit.
acement and ample . . .
p ! Revised” date, along with the stocking/

Integer quis neque vitae enim ultrices dictum at sit amet nisl. Pellentesque pellentesque
varius libero, vitae luctus lacus lacinia nec. Proin imperdiet fermentum purus, sit amet Cata|Ogue number in a Iower corner.
sit amet dolar ut labore. luctus risus rutrum ac. Curabitur et mi ac nisl adipiscing dictum. Mauris luctus imperdiet
nunc. Cras augue est, luctus lobortis accumsan ac, laoreet sit amet ipsum. Donec
tincidunt dapibus ipsum, quis porttitor dui fringilla at. Suspendisse interdum magna et
metus suscipit ac adipiscing metus porta. Maecenas metus tellus, luctus eu mattis non,
iaculis ac lacus. Ut sollicitudin placerat sem, quis cursus neque porttitor id. Donec sol-
Myriad Pro Regular, 10/14 pt. licitudin condimentum justo sit amet imperdiet. Donec eleifend eros sed tellus pulvinar
consequat. Maecenas turpis enim, mattis non convallis at, vestibulum eu lectus. Aliquam
et mattis nulla. Phasellus commodo orci eget lorem gravida commodo. Ut eget nibh
magna, quis feugiat mauris.

white space. Lorem ipsum

Duis malesuada massa eget ipsum convallis condimentum. Aenean tristique arcu
aliquam felis lacinia et rutrum neque faucibus. Aliquam bibendum nulla non ipsum
pretium nec tincidunt quam mattis. Vivamus felis turpis, placerat tincidunt lobortis eu.

Myriad Pro Regular, 7 pt. Created 11109

wnload design template from
vw.VA.gov/BrandRepository,
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Example

Award
Certificate

The example at right illustrates
a potential visual treatment for
award certificates.

whnload design template from
v.VA.gov/BrandRepository;

VA TIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Lorem Ipsum Certificate Title Goes Here

Sample Name Lorem Ipsum

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec condimentum eros neque.

Nullam elementum tellus vel sapien pretium eget venenatis dui pulvinar. Sed eu dolor

mauris. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae;

Ut nulla urna, vestibulum sed consectetur eget, ultricies et augue. Suspendisse ornare consectetur
erat vitae venenatis.

Firstname Lastname, Employee Title, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

EXAMPLE AWARD CERTIFICATES
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VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

PHOTOS COLOR BANDS

Photos can be cropped to split layouts with Use bands of color from the VA Palette in

color fields (below) and can be placed at either various positions over photos. This device

top or bottom. You can also use large, single works well as a top anchor (left). Additional
images full frame (right), or feature multiple swatches of contrasting color can be used, such

as this vertical stripe of red along the edge of

Hypothetical images in a modular grid (lower right). e blue band (below,
Applications |

At right is a variety of possible design
solutions for hypothetical applications.
These can be adapted to suite
everything from a publication to a
large exhibition display panel.

'"i ‘1 £

Publication Title
Using color, typography, and other . A
Sample Publication
Title Goes Here

S Ipsum

basic principles outlined in this
document can help guide designers
as they explore alternate layouts that
support the overall brand.

Publication Title

THE VATHREAD GRAPHIC
An abstract wave graphic designed specifically
for VA use can be a strong visual element that

Sample Publication
Title Goes Here

links color fields to photos, or holds its own as Sample Subtitle Lorem Ipsum
a linear texture.
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Hypothetical
Applications

CONTINUED

SCALE CONTRAST

Not all photos have to be large. Sometimes a
small band of images contrasted against a rich
background color provides a nice alternative.

LS. Department
srans Alfairs

P}lblication Title Here

Subike

SUBTLE GRADIENTS

Color fields can be given a subtle gradient to
create depth—a device particularly effective
when overlaying additional elements.

Some layouts may benefit from a slightly more
progressive type treatment. Instead of centering
the title in your color band, place the baseline of
the text on the edge for an alternative approach.

VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

MONOTONES, DUOTONES, ETC.

Some projects may require less than full-color printing (below left). Or, the tone of a
piece may suggest a softer, warmer color scheme than that of the primary VA Palette
(below right). Layouts can be clean and dynamic without going full-color, and in some
instances, you may opt to use duotone photography in your full-color piece to set a
particular mood and consistency.

Publication Title
Lorem Ipsum
sit Amet Dolar
Nonummy

TYPE ON THE EDGE
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SANS SERIF

While not recommended for
frequent use, Myriad Pro can
occasionally be used as a title font
when the subject matter warrants.




Hypothetical
Applications

CONTINUED

i PO
Affirs

Publication Title
Lorem Ipsum
sit Amet Dolar

Nonummy

VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

OVERLAPPING THE SEAL

Another visual technique to consider is allowing the
VA Seal to overlap a photo (below right) or color bar
(below left). This can be done without compromising
the integrity of the Seal, and can be an effective way
of adding dimension to your layouts.

% il 1
g Wl (-
T IR R
L IARE
"N Tigww P E
iIFEFNN

Lorem Ipsum
Sample Brochure Title

VERTICALTITLES
Some layouts may require vertical titles. A simple way
to maximize your space without affecting the photo is

to position the text vertically in a color band.
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VATIER T GRAPHIC STANDARDS DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

Hypothetical MULTICOLORED TYPE NON-TRADITIONAL SHAPES

Using the Extended VA Palette, Not everything has to be a rectangle,

. : each word features a different color. square, or 8.5" x 11". When appropriate, try
Applications

an interesting new size or format.

CONTINUED

The examples here and on the following
pages show less conservative layouts—
designs which employ the extended

color palette and more progressive use
of typography, but remain safely within
brand guidelines.

| s, [Iepartnu-rllt

of Veterans Affais

Fifty Common Questions :

= ;
=
=
=
COMBINE DUOTONES & FULL-COLOR ADDITIONAL MOTIFS
This cropped full-color image adds focus Simple design motifs such as this arrow (a character in the
LARGETYPE and depth to the larger duotone, creating a Meta Plus Black font) can be used when appropriate. Other
Consider using type as image, by using unique mood for this piece. geometrical elements such as squares (see page 66) can be
scale contrast. Here, a large "50", artistically used as subtle design elements throughout.
kerned and cropped, becomes the primary
design element on this cover.
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VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

Hypothetical
Applications

CONTINUED

GEOMETRICAL MOTIF

A grouping of colored squares (below) is used
here as a subtle design motif, which can be carried
throughout a publication. At right, squares are
used to “frame”a cover photo.

Pastel Subtitle Larsm |psurm

Lorem lpsum

Pastel Subtitle Lorem Ipsum

SOFT TONES

In some instances, a softer palette may be
required. For this purpose, a set of pastel
colors has been developed.

See the VA Light Tones on page 20.
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Hypothetical
Applications

CONTINUED

TOGETHER

WE ARE VA.

TOGETHER

WE ARE VA.

COLOR FIELDS / THE VA THREAD GRAPHIC
Focusing on a singular message can

be achieved by using a strong
background color.

COLORTYPE / BLACK & WHITE IMAGERY
Below is a sample campaign featuring
strong black and white photos paired with
large title typography set in all caps and
various tints/screens of colors.

VATIER T GRAPHIC STANDARDS

WE ARE VA.

DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

COLOR FIELDS / BLACK & WHITE IMAGERY
An alternate solution that still makes use
of strong black and white photography is
shown above, as large fields of color serve
as backgrounds for the photo, with the title
text smaller and reversed out to white.

67

STARK BLACK & WHITE

Above, a black and white image is used full
frame, (and with a white border) and paired
with simple, white typography. In some
cases, large, dramatic type may be appropri-
ate, while in others, a more subtle, centered
approach can be successful.



Hypothetical
Applications

CONTINUED

TRANSPARENCY / TYPE OVERLAY
Oversized type can be used effectively as
a transparent overlay in some instances,
creating a bold effect.

VATIER T GRAPHIC STANDARDS DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS

i — —

NEW VETERA!.5

WELCOME HCME
BENEFITS KIT

GRAPHIC LABELS / BADGES

A simple rectangle of color becomes a clean
setting for a title treatment. Centered on the
design, this label effect is a strong graphic
device that works successfully.
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Hypothetical

Applications

CONTINUED

MARCH ISSUE | WWW.VA.GOV

NEWSLETTER HEADLINE

venicnt volupta voluptas minctio-
nes duciur, sumeuia ex et om-
nist quiserspe remgquam rerovit explia

e sam, o qui re net vent,
| earum, senihicita sitatur, qul

Lead Story Headline
Goes Here.

veruntur rest reribusanatin nitione est

amnimil ea inullet volorpore num conse-

itis qui cus evellor volut odis et modi
utatem et alita velecto veris sin etur, et
et e venist officl vidi volupta nsendunt,

Bam, que maxime et ibo

volorrovit, sunt evel ipsacsci illacestin
mitiene est omnimil ea mullut volarpare
wum eonseditis qui cus evellor elundi
dis ea velitatus unt, essum fugit volut
odis et modi utatem et alita velecto veris
sin etur, et ot, natur astet quisimas
quationse labori di quis dalar as que

Jiti odi gy
nis dudoreptio occus dellabo rerori sim et
endipisi bea di testbo digram lab il quae
comnimus exeritaiatem qui inks chur?

Tat. Istoribus as cos veruptius cum
1 desequidem et fugiae oi coram fum
e daloribus dofuptat rendis aliqui
te cuscins molores auda sim intur aut

1y . ut libus eatiorio

res enimi,

q ilit api-
tatur sinunsque e odi voluptatis sineid
o X

miolo voleeus inversonse aut ut reprate

Sidebar Story To Go
Here. Sidebar Story.

Tat. Tstoribas as eos veruptius cum ut
desequidem et fugise ni eorum fum
venditi anienihil ime volupta testise
rferem et laceaquunt, es aute nimi, que
doloribus dofuptat rendis aliqui te cusclas
‘malores nuda sim intur ast utemporunt,
Volores est, ut libus eatiorio molo volecus
inverionse aut ut reprate porerae pullupt
stemporrum resequi sunturem fugia pos
nim exerum nobis sum litempost, quod
e, sequo iustn rendae abanin veniti
ubluptas que velest, vellace stiunsqui tens
voluptate corro ommolectur?

Ro tem as a venimus cus volupienis
valorum rese magais junt.

Fudae nimil ipid min peribus dis-
citibus, alinsi dem diti ut at esciis susa
doluptur semime parum guo volent e,
teet] dictem dolumenti ea cus, utationsed

pand molo icipici Hlorum
miam, ut et qui num awt ex et s exerias
percidebis que posae endusan denitae
dolupta nisquis exerita sperspiciet vel
imihici Hiquo magnimss dolorem intur

o sy L resequi
sunturem fugia pos nim exeram pobis
sum liempost, quod e, sequo fuseim
reredae nborum veniti wlluptas que

velest, vellace stiumequi tem volupeate

same dia qui vell
voluptam, sum quis utaturentis nimil

id quasped que cuptag

1 | MARCH 2011

carra 7
Ut que ped qui asperna tempes ul
prac deden quia paruptam

illescit nt vent. Andaep-
tam ut exceatis et repernatet magnit aet
et litae ea cus, utationsed esenimusdae
encillescit maiorite cuptur?

Lectatum harit labo. Et pressimi, utas
acus ellace. Quodita estist, commim faci-
mus, venihil maximi, pon compimaios et
fagn. Ex dolorias ducim nobisquia cus.

LS. Department of Vietesans Aftain,

SAMPLE POSTCARDS / MAILERS
These horizontal pieces show how
small fields of color (with a subtle
gradient applied) can be used to
create a bold campaign.

Color field width can be adjusted as
necessary—use your discretion.

TOGETHER,

WE ARE VA.

VATIER T GRAPHIC STANDARDS

VA.

Lasithe . b mi e
Pk b ke gma e

e, s

NEWSLETTER HEADLINE

Story Headline
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Story Headline
to go Here

DESIGN INSPIRATIONS: HYPOTHETICAL APPLICATIONS
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SAMPLE NEWSLETTER
This sample newsletter
shows a simple grid and
photo usage.



VATIER 1 GRAPHIC STANDARDS PRINT PREFLIGHT CHECKLIST

Prin‘t Preﬂigh‘t Before sending files to a printer, always be sure to carefully review the following production
Ch k] . guidelines—not only to ensure printing quality, but also to ensure that specific VA criteria has
ec ISt been met (i.e, internet/intranet URLs, creation/revision dates, etc.).

1 Are you using the correct New VA Parent Signature and/or Seal?

(d Are all of the colors and typography used in the design approved by these guidelines?

4 Are all of the images properly treated/styled, cropped, and arranged in the layout?

[ Isthe VA internet URL “www.va.gov” (required on any material to be used for external audiences).

(1 Isthere a creation/revision date (i.e. "Created 6/12" or Revised 6/12) included and formatted
according to standards (see page 58)? Type should be 7pt. Myriad Pro Regular, bottom left
or right corner (back panel for brochures and double-sided fact sheets).

1 Has the design been approved by the author and/or supervisor?

4 Are all high-resolution (300 dpi) images included, and non-300 dpi images identified?
[ Are all font files (screen and printer) included?

[ Have the latest PDFs of your project been included?

1 Has text been checked to ensure against overflow?

d Isthereisa 1/8" bleed on the outside edge of bleed areas?

1 Have crop and registration marks been included?

[ Are the correct CMYK or PMS colors being used?
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U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs




