
Presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs and Paralyzed Veterans of 
America 
National Veterans Wheelchair Games The Games Shot Newsletter 
Volume 1, Issue 6– Friday, July 9, 2010 
 

 

Finals Now! 
By Debbie Brammer, Public Affairs Officer, Huntington, W.Va., VA Medical Center 

& Rosie Kreitman, University of Wisconsin student 

If you think that you’ve seen fierce competition this week, baby, you ain’t seen nothing 
yet! 

Today, the best basketball, quad rugby, and power soccer teams prepare to battle it out 
in their respective final events. The teams have worked hard to reach this point; their 
tenacity and willpower are the driving forces that have taken them this far. You won’t 
want to miss these final games, as each team places it all on the line for the gold. 

The top two Power Soccer teams will bump it out at the championship game in the 
Colorado Convention Center, Exhibit Hall C, at 1 p.m. Watch these power chair athletes 
as they drive toward the goal! 

Basketball finals will get started with the consolation game at 1 p.m. in Exhibit Hall C, 
followed by the championship game at 3 p.m. Get there early to score good seats, 
‘cause the action will be non-stop and the competition intense.  

If you haven’t seen the unique sport of quad rugby, you can catch the rough and tumble 
action at the championship game in Exhibit Hall C at 3 p.m.   

NFL star Lonie Paxton, of the Denver Broncos, will be on hand to encourage the 
athletes to be the best they can be. Paxton, a long snapper who signed with the 
Broncos in 2009, is also a huge supporter of disabled athletes. In 2003, he established 



an organization that provides specially designed sports equipment for physically 
challenged athletes.  

The fabulous cheerleaders of the Denver Broncos and Denver Nuggets will be cheering 
on the competitors and leading the crowds in a fun and playful spirit.   

Also, don’t forget the Super “G” slalom finals, always a crowd pleaser, at 9 a.m. in 
Exhibit Hall B. This will be a highly emotional event, with incredible displays of courage 
and determination that truly reflect what these games are all about. 

Roach Announces Basketball Final 
Alan Roach, sports commentator on KOA Radio in Denver, will be the announcer at the 
basketball final this afternoon at 3 p.m. Roach has been a sports announcer since 1990 
and has served as the announcer for the Colorado Rockies, Colorado Avalanche, 
Denver Broncos and the Denver Nuggets. He has also served as the PA announcer for 
four Super Bowls and at the last three Winter Olympic Games. 

Kids Enjoy A “Can Do” Day 
By Michelle Spivak, Public Affairs Officer, Washington, D.C. Medical Center 

Austin Clark, a 6th grader from Westminster, Colo., is a natural athlete. He gave the 
softball a good hard smack on his first try and went careening around the bases in his 
wheelchair at dizzying speed. “All the events are really cool!” said freckle-faced Austin 
with grin.  

Assistant Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs, L. Tammy Duckworth, an 
Iraq War Veteran, agrees.  While watching the kids shoot baskets she remarked, “When 
kids see these athletes, it gives them role models and tells them, ‘I can be cool like 
that.’”    

Whether basketball, softball or the slalom, kids at the 10th annual Kids Day had great 
fun and their parents were very appreciative. Rebecca Rowland drove 88 miles from Ft. 
Morgan so that 8-year-old Pamela could participate. “She doesn’t get the opportunity to 
play with same needs kids.”   

Veteran athletes enjoyed their mentor roles. “Mentoring athletes in adaptive sports 
teaches that ‘can do’ attitude.  We don’t want to hear what you can’t do, just what you 
can,” Maurice Jordan, Deputy Executive Director of PVA, told the crowd at the opening 
ceremony. 

Little Noal Blessing came from Lakewood, Colo. The 5-year-old is hearing impaired with 
cerebral palsy. Mom, Katie Blessing, loved the event. “Noal’s played adaptive baseball 



but he’s never participated in sports with adults before,” said Blessing. “This is just 
fantastic!”   

VA Undersecretary for Health Robert A. Petzel, M.D., will be visiting the Games. 
Look for him at your activities today, as he is looking forward to meeting you.  

Also, Maurice Jordan, PVA Deputy Executive Director, has also been at the 
Games this week.  
Both will be speaking tonight at the Closing Ceremonies. 

Closing Ceremonies and Banquet Tonight! 

Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum 
By Todd Sledge, Public Affairs Officer, Cincinnati VA Medical Center 

The Mile High City has provided us all with memories for a lifetime.  
Final memories will be made this evening at the special Closing Ceremonies and 
Banquet, being held at Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum. a state of the 
art museum, offering aviation exhibits from all branches of service. Tickets are required. 
Transportation from the hotel to the museum will start at 4 p.m. The doors will open at 5 
p.m. and you can wander through the exhibits until the program begins at 7 p.m. 

The seated banquet is catered by Epicurean Caterers, rated among the top ten in the 
country. The program features remarks from Robert A. Petzel, M.D., VA’s Under 
Secretary for Health, and Maurice Jordan, Deputy Executive Director of PVA. The 2010 
Spirit of the Games winner will also be named, and the torch will then be passed to 
representatives of next year’s host site in Pittsburgh, Pa. The special presentation of the 
highlights of the week in Denver will complete the evening.  

Special seating arrangements have been made this year. Tables were assigned the day 
you bought your tickets, and groups should be seated together.  

Music from the local country band Jones & Raine will entertain you as you await 
transportation back to the hotel. 

Take time out today and check out highlights of the Games on VA’s YouTube account 
at www.va.gov and click on the youtube icon on the right side of the VA Homepage.  

Today’s the Day! 
The 2010 Spirit of the Games winner will be announced this evening at the Closing 
Ceremonies. Each year, this extraordinary athlete exemplifies exceptional athletic 
abilities, demonstrates true sportsmanship and displays strong character at the National 

http://www.va.gov/�


Veterans Wheelchair Games. This year’s winner will be featured in tonight’s special 
edition newsletter, where more information about him (or her) will be available. The 
Spirit of the Games award has been a tradition for 24 years and continues to honor the 
outstanding Veterans at the Games. 

Paralympian of the Day 
Interviewed by Janie Hirth, RN, OEF/OIF Case Manager ECHCS 

John Register, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
• First NVWG: Atlanta, Ga., 1996 

• Paralympic Games and other athletic highlights: 

            Sydney, Australia- Silver medal 

            30th NVWG - Gold in 50 meter Butterfly, 100 meter Freestyle, 200 meter 
Freestyle 

• Events he competes in:  

            Swimming, basketball, table tennis 

• How have the NVWG helped you?  

“On the first level, seeing the vets from all the wars compete. Remembering that the 
cost of Freedom is not free; someone has paid a price for it. On the second level, the 
recreation therapists and all the other support staff have a tremendous impact on the 
Veterans. On the third level, community programs and local VA’s get the Veterans 
engaged in sports.” 

• Advice to newcomers:  

“Learn from all the older vets. Talk to the WWII vets. They started all the Games in 
England, and have provided many opportunities for all Veterans.” 

John is the associate director of community & military programs of the Paralympic 
Division of the U.S. Olympic Committee. He serves as a bridge between local VA’s and 
community and national resources. He advises all vets to stay healthy and keep doing 
activities after the NVWG with their local VA’s and community programs. There are lots 
of opportunities available. For more information check out usparalympics.org or call 
719-866-2038. 

Why do you want to go to Pittsburgh next year? 
Interviewed by Arin Gencer, Writer-Editor, Pittsburgh VA Medical Center 



Johnny Holland from Goldsboro, N.C.: “Because last time the Games were in 
Pittsburgh, I won five gold medals — so I want to try and repeat that.” 

Jimmy Green from Tampa, Fla.: “Because in ’98, they did a lot of things that were for 
the first time; they really went above and beyond. Plus, I’m a Steelers fan.” 

Bruce Gibbings from Visalia, Calif.: “Pittsburgh is a very historic city in the history of the 
United States, and I look forward to seeing it for the first time.”  

Ricky Harris Jr. from Omaha, Neb.:“I want to meet some more of my Steelers fans.” 

Joe Wittkamp from Jackson, Ohio: “Because my wife and my son will be attending next 
year, for the first time.” 

Janet Moyer from Zion Grove, Pa.: “My husband will be with me in the events next year, 
so I’m excited about that.” 

30th Anniversary NVWG Quiz 
1) Who were the original three founders of the Games?  

2) In what years was golf offered as an exhibition? 

3) In what year did PVA join the Games as a co-presenter? 

4) What was the original purpose of the first wheelchair Games? 

5) What famous Kansas City Royal addressed the athletes at opening ceremonies in 
1994? 

Answers: 
1. Tom Brown, Muriel Barbour, Wally Lynch; 2. 2005, 2009; 3. 1985; 4. to help 
recognize the International Year of Disabled Persons; 5. George Brett 

Departure Preparation 
Extra UPS tags are available at the NVWG Hospitality tables to label your bags for 
departure. 

You must fill-in a UPS tag for each bag and place the bags together ready for pick-up 
inside your room by 4 p.m. today (before Closing Ceremonies).  

Hyatt bell staff will retrieve only tagged luggage.  



Tomorrow’s Details: 
You must load the bus to the airport four hours prior to your flight departure.  

The last bus to the airport leaves at 4 p.m. 

If you are arranging for your own transportation, make sure you do not leave your bags 
out for UPS transportation to the airport. 

Once you arrive at Denver International Airport a volunteer will meet you at your airline 
ticketing station with your luggage and specialty chair(s). 

Look for a flyer when you get on the bus for airport instructions. 

Amtrak 7:30 p.m. departures: an MV Transport/Access-A-Ride bus leaves the Hyatt at 
5:30 p.m. 

Notice 
If you are competing in handcycling at 8 a.m., plan to be on the bus at 5:15 a.m. 
Archery participants need to board at 6:30 a.m. Breakfast begins at 5:30 a.m. to 
accommodate you. 

Friday’s Meal Schedule: 
Breakfast: 

5:30 - 9 a.m. 

Lunch: 

11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Closing Ceremonies: 

7 p.m. 

Breakfast is served at the Hyatt Regency in the Centennial Ballroom. Lunch will be 
served at the Colorado Convention Center, Lobby B. The Closing Ceremonies and 
Banquet are at the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum. 

Menus for Friday, July 9 

Breakfast: 
Chilled apple and orange juice; grapefruit and watermelon wedges; traditional oatmeal 
with raisins, brown sugar, 1% milk; chorizo, egg and potato breakfast burritos 



vegetarian breakfast burritos; salsa; assorted bagels with cream cheese; and Seattle’s 
Best coffee and Tazo tea selection 

Lunch: 
Cold cut combo sandwich (ham, turkey & salami) on hoagie with lettuce and tomato; 
plum; side macaroni salad; blondie; choice of bottled water or soda 

Closing Ceremonies Banquet: 
Gourmet Chopped Romaine Salad: Chopped romaine, hearts of palm, artichoke hearts, 
marinated button mushrooms and chiffonade of radicchio - topped with sun-dried 
tomato vinaigrette, black pepper and parmesan reggiano. 

Rustic Epicurean Breadbasket: Pan rustic ciabatta, herb thyme focaccia, kalamata olive 
boule, San Francisco sourdough batard, due formaggi loaf and crispy whole wheat 
lavosh; sweet butter 

Bistro Tenderloin Tower: Tenderloin served on a creamy bed spinach souffle with garlic, 
shallots, parmesan cheese topped with crispy carrot fronds, cabernet demi sauce and 
porcini sage butter. 

Vegetarian entree and dessert available 

Bistro Italian Cherry Brownie Sundae: Chocolate chewy fudge brownie topped with a 
grand mariner soaked cherry compote, Italian meringue bruleed, hershey chocolate 
sauce and mandarin orange sections. 

Fresh Roast Coffee: Fresh roast epicurean blend coffee, tea & decaffeinated coffee 
served with non-dairy cream, sugar and sugar substitute 

Attention Everyone! 
All persons staying at the Hyatt must check out no later than 11 a.m. Saturday morning. 

Hospitality: Hospitality tables (located in the Hyatt Regency Hotel in the Lobby and in 
the CCC B Lobby at the Welton Street entrance) are staffed daily from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Lost and Found: If you lost something during the Games, please contact Dave 
Hetherington at (303) 398-7183 to see if it was turned in. Contact the Command Center, 
Convention Center Room 703. Open until 7 p.m. 

Medical Assistance: Hyatt Regency Hotel, Room 519, is open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
will re-open at 9 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. The Convention Center medical suite’s hours  are 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. For non-emergent medical attention after 11 p.m., please call the 
hotel operator. Medical staff are also available at each event, identified by their red t-
shirt with a white medical cross on the back. 



Durable Medical Equipment: Mineral Hall D/E at the Hyatt Regency Hotel is open from 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Returns only! All equipment must be returned by 9 p.m. For assistance 
please call (303) 486-4907 or (720) 878-3108. 

Memorabilia items: Today is your last chance to get NVWG memorabilia. It is open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (or until sold out) and is located near the Awards table in Lobby C of the 
Convention Center. 

Internet Café: Hours are 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Main Wheelchair Repair Shop: Hyatt Regency Mineral B, C from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
today. 

Invacare Minor Repair: Service for minor repairs will be available at the Convention 
Center venues and at all off-site venues. They operate from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Specialty (Sports Chair) Chair Corral: Store your specialty chair in the Chair Corral in 
Exhibit Hall C. You may claim your chair one hour before your event(s). Chairs need to 
be claimed by 5 p.m. TODAY, if they are not being transported to the airport tomorrow.  

Emergency Repair: Service will be available by calling (720) 939-6633 or (303) 359-
6244. 

Transportation: Buses run from 5:15 a.m. - 10 p.m. Buses to off-site venues will be 
loaded at the Transportation Hub outside of the Convention Center, B Lobby. Please 
check your specialty chair into the chair corral to be transported to your events. Buses 
depart every 5 - 10 minutes. 

Handcycling start loading at 5:15 
a.m. 

Archery start loading at 5:30 
a.m. 

Note: If you drove a car to the Games, we encourage you to drive to the Closing 
Ceremonies. Maps and directions are available at the Hospitality tables. 

Closing Ceremonies  start loading at 4 p.m. 

Buses depart every 5 - 10 minutes. 



Load early – entertainment will be provided at the museum.  Buses returning at the end 
of the event will depart as buses become full. 

The shuttle bus running from the Hyatt to the Pepsi Center parking lot on Saturday runs 
from 6 to 11 a.m. 

Award Presentations for July 9 
Anyone who has not received their medal(s) may pick  
up their award in the Hyatt lobby following the Closing Ceremonies. 

9 a.m. Immediate at City 
Park 

10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 4:30 
p.m. 

Immediate at CCC 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Delayed at CCC 

4 p.m. - 5 p.m. Delayed at Hyatt 

After Closing Ceremonies - 
11 p.m. 

Delayed at Hyatt 
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