DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS



EYE CLINIC
F

PRIVATE 
luorescein angiography is a special test.  It tells us about changes that may be taking place in the back of your eye.

You are scheduled for your fluorescein angiogram at the Eye Clinic on:

__________________ at ________ AM/PM.

If you are allergic to drugs, tell the doctor before the test begins.

BEFORE THE TEST
1.
No special preparation is required.

2.
Please eat your normal meals before the test.

3.
Please take all of your normal medications.

4.
IMPORTANT NOTE:  if you have glaucoma and use pilocarpine drops (green cap), do not use them for 24 hours before the test.  You should use ALL your other glaucoma drops.

5.
Your eyes will be dilated for the test.

6.
The drops will make your eyes sensitive to light.

7.
The drops will also make your vision blurry for several hours.

8.
If you have sunglasses, please bring them to the test.

9.
If you do not have sunglasses, temporary ones will be given to you.

THE TEST
1.
A few drops will be put in your eyes to dilate the pupils.

2.
It will take about one hour for dilation to be complete.

3.
When dilation is complete, a dye called fluorescein is injected into a vein in your arm.

4.
As the dye is injected, some pictures are taken of the inside of your eye.  More pictures are taken at intervals for the next 30 minutes
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ALLERGY REACTIONS
1.
2% or LESS of patients receiving the dye may have reactions.

2.
These reactions are:


-
nausea or vomiting


-
headache


-
lightheadedness or fainting

3.
Even less common reactions may include hives (skin rash).

4.
If you have any of these symptoms, please tell the doctor right away.

AFTER THE TEST
1.
Plan to stay for about one hour to check for allergy reactions.

2.
As soon as you arrive home you may resume your normal activities.

3.
Your pupils will probably stay dilated for the rest of the day.

4.
Don't be alarmed if your skin looks yellow for 1 to 2 hours.

5.
Your urine will be bright yellow for 1 to 2 days.

6.
You should receive a follow-up appointment in about two to four weeks to review your test results.

Please call the Eye Clinic at (   )   -     with any questions or problems.  

Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

   On weekends, go to the VA Urgent Care Clinic or local Emergency Room if needed.
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