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VA OSDBU Miission and Vision

Centered around our support for Veteran small business success

Mission:

Support Secretary's priorities by enabling Veterans to gain access to economic
opportunities by translating customer feedback into policies and programs that
improve market research, increase direct access, and promote the
participation of Veteran-Owned Small Business in Federal Contracting.

Vision:

Within the next five years, OSDBU will transform how small businesses achieve
economic success by leveraging improved technology and business processes to
enable procurement-ready small businesses to address relevant procurement
requirements in both the federal and commercial markets.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
OSDBU has a basic mission which centers around support for Veteran small business success and achievement making the Veteran our primary customer. This includes increasing their access to procurement opportunities, promotion of Veteran employment, and support of VA Small Business goals. 



By the end of this session you will be able to explain:

* A Sources Sought Notice (SSN), a Request for Information (RFI)
as well as the difference between the two

 The advantages of responding to Requests for Information
and Sources Sought notices

 How to navigate the FedBizOpps platform
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Presentation Notes
By the end of this course you will be able to:

Understand what a Sources Sought notice is
Use FedBizOpps to find Sources Sought notices
Subscribe to Sources Sought notice alerts
Understand the advantages of responding to a Sources Sought notice
Distinguish between time it takes to respond and ROI



Sources Sought Notice
And
Request for Information
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Presentation Notes
Lesson 1: What Is A Sources Sought Notice


. Sources Sought Notice

Sources Sought notice is a form of market
research conducted by agency PDMs to

determine small business capabilities and
Interests.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sources Sought notice is a form of market research conducted by agency PDMs to determine small business capabilities and interests

A Sources Sought notice is a solicitation of interest
A Sources Sought Sources Sought notice is a form of market research conducted by agency PDMs to determine small business capabilities and interests

A Sources Sought notice is a solicitation of interest
A Sources Sought notice is not an actual bid or solicitation

Visit http://www.aptac-us.org/sources-sought/ to learn more.


®  Sources Sought According To the FAR

FAR 5.201(c): “the primary purposes of the notices are to improve
small business access to acquisition information and enhance
competition by identifying contracting and subcontracting
opportunities.”

' Federal

Acquisition
Regulation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sources Sought notices as noted in Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR):

FAR 5.201(c): “the primary purposes of the notices are to improve small business access to acquisition information and enhance competition by identifying contracting and subcontracting opportunities."

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/5201-general

Request for Information

Request for Information is a government
market research tool used for a
potentially new requirement that has no
acquisition history.
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Presentation Notes
Request for Information is a government market research tool used for a potentially new requirement that has no acquisition history.



. RFI According To the FAR

FAR Part 15.201(e) "RFIs may be used when the Government does not presently
intend to award a contract, but wants to obtain price, delivery, other market
information, or capabilities for planning purposes."

RFls are also mentioned at FAR 10.002(b)(2)(iii) as a technique of conducting market
research.

Federal
Acquisition
Regulation
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Presentation Notes
Requests For Information (RFIs) as noted in Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR):

FAR Part 15.201(e) "RFIs may be used when the Government does not presently intend to award a contract, but wants to obtain price, delivery, other market information, or capabilities for planning purposes." 
RFIs are also mentioned at FAR 10.002(b)(2)(iii) as a technique of conducting market research 
 
 The primary takeaway from this FAR quotation at 15.201(e) is that the issuance of a near-term solicitation in response to an RFI is not necessarily going to happen.

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/part-15-contracting-negotiation#i1108766
https://www.acquisition.gov/content/part-10-market-research

Difference Between and SSN and RFI

A Sources Sought notice

helps identify potentially An RFIl gathers information
capable small businesses about whether or not
to perform the there is a solution to a

requirements of a problem.
planned contract.

Strategic Market Research Tactical Market Research
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Know the difference between a Sources Sought Notice and a Request for Information (RFI):

A Sources Sought notice helps identify potentially capable small businesses to perform the requirements of a planned contract.
A RFI gathers information about whether or not there is a solution to a problem


Why Should | Respond?

When you respond to a Sources Sought Notice and a
Request for Information, you...

Distinguish
Influence
Yourself .
Acquisition
from Strate
Competitors &Y
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It is important for a small business to understand the advantages of responding to a Sources Sought notice:

Responding can distinguish yourself from your competitors
Responding may lead to an inside track on an eventual contract
Responding may influence the acquisition strategy that would govern a future solicitation

When responding, make sure to include an up-to-date Capabilities Statement that reflects what is being asked. And remember, no matter the outcome, the PDM now knows you exist – if they didn’t before. 



Sources Sought Notices & RFl’s
In FedBizOpps
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Lesson 2: Sources Sought Notices In FedBizOpps


Sources Sought Notices/RFl’s in FedBizOpps

- - V‘B“’- nﬂ.
% FEDB1zOPPS.GOV Ghormnies GOV USA.gor |

TR | S0 urces Sought Notices and
., Search more than 21,800™ active federal opportunities. . RE(-:D\JERY . RFI’S a re posted a n d Sea rC h ed

Posted Sat-Aside Code: Ay

e = for in FedBizOpps. If not already

-~ () ruc eecoveuy seroins

= Ciick nere for Opportuniiies
= Cilck hers for Awsrds

~== | registered, create an account.

I\ SAM.gov REGISTRATION |5 FREE: There is NO FEE to register, or maintain your registration, in et
the Sysiem for Avard Manapement (SAM.gov). If you receive an email from a company claiming to
reprasent SAM.gov, be cauticus. If you get an e-mail from 2 company offering to help you register in T N REEREN A
EAM.gov asking you 10 contact them and pay them money, be csutious. These messages are mot Leam morz about the Small
from the Federal Government. It is FREE TO REGISTER in SAM.gow for any entity. Buelnass Cantral Event Listing oo
E2arch paw for events.

Agditiona eritaria and mulipiz sslections ara avallable on the advancad search fomm

s
ATTENTION: Agency users are responsible for propesty uploading controfied, unclassified matesials

. .
to FBO using the access control procedures for document packages and attachments detailed in ] veNDOR cOLLARORATION ® l | S e a d Va n C e d fu n Ct I O n a I I t
the Fi re Guide. Do not uplead ANY classified materials 1o FBO.

FEO now contains the Wendar
Colaboration Central Evant Listing.
Leam more or search.

Important Password Update - Users and Interfacing Systems must reset their pesswords as —_ . S a Ve a d Va n C e d S e a rC h e S
required every 90 days or the account will be disabled LAVW GSA IT Security Palicy, (CI0 P 2100.1) P 1 UL |
Registered users will receive an email notification to remind them of this requirement. If your

@coount has been disabled, contact the Federal Service Desk at 865-606-8220 (Menday - Friday 3 & veen cuices
a.m.to & p.m. ET)

Buwer l ’ . . .
MOTE: if your account was re-enabled after contacting the FSD, you must reset your password 2 . G et S e a rc h n Ot I fl C a t I O n S

before midnight on the day of the call to prevent it from being disabled cnee again

Buyers / Engineers Vendors / Citizens B e i i st = ° Stay u p'tO'd ate

Gowvernment users may post. manage. and endors and citizens may search, monitor. and L=am about FEO fasturss ang
aws=rd opportunities. retrisve opportunities. functiznality in on-fine videos.

wigw Opportunities Usemams + Find Opportunities () afoh the Videos
No login ks required to » in I reguirad o
view opportuniies. B ) &

Regiater Now
Eassword Remindsr
Recovery FAQs + Recovery FAGS
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Instructor Notes:

Networking Events (Meet and Greets, Matching Making)
Conferences (Local, Regional, National) e.g., National Veterans Small Business Engagement
Post your statement on your companies website


Advanced Search Form

r'Search For Opportunities

With an account, you can save

Cpportunitiss LIt | Adwanced Search Search Resuls Archilves

the search and set alerts. Note Advanced Search

Enter your search cntena and click search to 0 opporunies

[‘searen | [ ciear | [ Retum To Opportunities List |

the search criteria used for this

Postad Date: Placa of Performancs State: Placa of Parformanca Zip Code: Documents Te Search:
= Hold TR slact oie states  Separate mulliple Zip codes by commas -
. ok CTFL ta e=iect muliple etai=s  Separate multiple zip codzs by commas (®) Active Dacumants
example -
. Alzska e - ) I} Archived Documents
Amesican Samoa -
Arizona W ) Botn
|Arkansas

Sat-Aslde Coda:

« Posted Date: Last 7 Days Commts i
e Set-Aside Code:

[Jindtan Emall Businzes Economic Enterprisas [ Indlan Economiz Enterprises
[ emerging Smal Susiness
[] Fartial Small Buzinese [J7otat Small Susinees [ +uszone

E Sarvice-Disabled Veleran-Owned Small Business

VE[E[!H‘GI‘.'HEE Small Busln2ags D\'\'DITIEI" Ownad Small Gusiness

[] Ecanamically Disadvantagad Waman Cwned Small Buslness [ Very Smail Business

‘Oppartunifty/Pracuremant Typa:

SDVSOB/VOSB

[ Presaichation [ cameinza synopele/soiichation [ 2ources saugrt
- [ MedicationAmendmentiCancel [ sak of Surpius Property [ special Nosiea
i O p p O rt u n Ity/ P roc u re m e nt [ Foreign sovemment Stangard [ Award Notiz [ Justicasion and Approval (J&a)
[ intent 12 Sundiz Requirsmants (DoD-Fundad) ] Fair opponunity / Limited Scurcse Jugtmication

Apency/OfMes/Location]a):

Type, select Sources Sought
* Agency: Veterans Affairs

) Ml sgencyromcar_oeations (8) Spacific Agency/OfficaLozations

agency name balow and han coose 3 Match 10 30d It 1D Your sekection.
2 3 chaloa from your salection press the [X] koan on e la.
Fe
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|8 =
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructor Notes:

Networking Events (Meet and Greets, Matching Making)
Conferences (Local, Regional, National) e.g., National Veterans Small Business Engagement
Post your statement on your companies website


® Association Of Criteria With Search Results

(FY18) Rental Equipment
vent for SOVOSBVOSE
anal Cemetery

se, Oversite and Technical

1849581

Agency/Office/Location ¥

Department of Veterans Affairs
VA National Cemetery
Administration Centralized
Contracting Division

Department of \Velerans Affairs
National Cametery Administration

Department of Veterans Affairs
New Orleans VAMC

Depariment of Velerans Affairs
Medical Center

Department of Veterans Affairs
New Orleans VAMC

Degartment of Valerans Affairs
Medical Center

Department of Veterans Affairs

VA Technology Acquisition

Center

VA Technology Acquisition

Center

Type ¥ [ Sel-aside ¥

1

Sources Sought / Veteran.
Owned Small Business

Sources Sought / Service-
Disabled \Veteran-Owned
Small Business

Sources Sought / Service.
Disabled Veteran-Owned
Small Business

Sources Sought / Veteran-
Owned Small Business

Posted On 4

Feb 21,2018

Feb 20, 2018

Feb 20, 2018

As you can see, the criteria that
we used to search for VA
sources sought notices is noted
in the search results:

Agency = VA and Specific Office
Type/Set-aside = SS/VOSB
Posted On = Feb 21

o Within 7 Days
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Presentation Notes
As you can see, the criteria that we used to search for VA sources sought notices is noted in the search results:

Agency = VA and Specific Office
Type/Set-aside = SS/VOSB
Posted On = Feb 21
Within 7 Days


Association Of Criteria With Search Results

(FY18) Rental Equipment
vent for SOVOSBVOSB
anal Cemetery

e, Oversite and Technical

Agency/OfficaLocation ¥

Department of Veterans Affairs
VA National Cemetery
Administration Centralized
Contracting Division

Department of \Veterans Affairs
National Cemetery Administration

Department of Veterans Affairs
MNew Orleans VAMC

Department of \Veterans Affairs
Medical Center

Department of Veterans Affairs
New Orleans VAMC

Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center

Department of Veterans Affairs
VA Technology Acquisition
Center

VA Technology Acquisition
Center

Type ¥ | Sel-aside ¥

Sources Sought / Veteran-
Owned Small Business

Sources Sought / Service-
Disabled Veteran-Owned
Small Business

Sources Sought / Service-
Disabled ‘/eteran-Owned Feb 20
Small Business

Sources Sought / Veteran-

= Feb 20
Owned Small Business

Posted On 4

U.S. Department
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Presentation Notes
As you can see, the criteria that we used to search for VA sources sought notices is noted in the search results:

Agency = VA and Specific Office
Type/Set-aside = SS/VOSB
Posted On = Feb 21
Within 7 Days


Search Result Used For Example

This is a snapshot of the VA
sources sought notices search
created for this example.

Note: The 2-way red-arrow
references a close-up of the
result we are speaking of.

Choose VA

@) W-Sources Sought Request (FY18) Rental Equipment
Services for Memerial Day Event for SOVOSBVOSE
Companies Puerto Rizo National Cemetery

Lease or Rental of equipment

Department of Veterans Attairs
WA Mational Cemetery
Adminisiration Centralized
Contracting Division

Department of Vieterans Affairs
National Cemelery Administration

Sources Sought / Veteran-

Feb 21, 2018
Ownid Small Business

) 85-ABP Monitoring System

Department of Veterans Affairs
Mew Orleans VAMC

Department of Veterans Aftairs
Iedical Center

Sources Sought | Service-
Disabled Veleran-Owned
Small Business

Feb 20, 2018

E_a R-Lease Program Comunm“rsue and Technical
Support

Departrment of Vieterans Affairs

@) 65--ABP Monitoring System

36C25618Q9188
65 -- Medical, dental & veterinary equipment & supplies

Cﬁ R=Cincinnati Courier Services with Four Option periods
Seeking Sources for set aside requirements Please
respond via email to Adoniss.Gibsonva.gov by Jpm
teday, 272012018 for consideration,

Department of Veterans Affairs
Darylon VAMC

Department of Velerans Affairs
Medical Center

Sources Sought | Service-

Sources Sought / Service-
Disabled Veteran-Cwned
Smiall Business

Feb 20, 2018
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Presentation Notes
This is a snapshot of the VA sources sought notices search created for this example. 

Note: The 2-way red-arrow references a close-up of the result we are speaking of.   


Review Attached Documentation

65-ABP Monitoring Syst o
Sacontomber SN | This is a snapshot of the VA

sources sought notices once you
| Mot et || pacages || et venaors s click on the search result — to view

Q ?Eri?gi:rlal:??:opsns [ Return To Opportunities List i;watcn This Opportunity | t h en ot i ce d ocume nts .

L | Add Me To interested Vendors J Altachment L{]

GENERAL INFORMATION | N Ote N
.

Synopsis: Notice Type:
Sources Sought

Solicitation Number: Notice Type:
3C25615809188 Sources Sought

Posted Date:
February 20, 2018

e The red box is used to

Response Date:

Satementof ot — emphasize documents attached

Archive Date tO the notice

May 21, 2018

o e  (Click on attachments to view

NiA

ABP Monitoring Systems

U.S. Department
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This is a snapshot of the VA sources sought notices once you click on the search result – to view the notice documents. 

Note: 

The red box is used to emphasize documents attached to the notice 
Click on attachments to view 


QUESTIONS?

U.S. Department
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VA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization

Doing Business with VA Resources

Education and Training

Direct Access Program Events

National Veterans Small Business Engagement

VA Verification

Veteran Entrepreneur Portal

Procurement Technical Assistance Centers

Choose VA

Useful Links

U.S. Department
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http://www.va.gov/osdbu/
http://www.va.gov/osdbu/library/dbwva.asp
https://www.va.gov/osdbu/outreach/soc/training.asp
https://dapevents.mbmapp.com/
http://www.nvsbe.com/
https://www.vip.vetbiz.va.gov/
http://www.va.gov/osdbu/entrepreneur/
http://www.aptac-us.org/

On-Demand Training

* Building an Effective Capabilities Statement Training

*  Procurement Readiness Part 1:

*  Procurement Readiness Part 2:

*  Procurement Readiness Part 3:

* Navigating FedBizOpps

* Navigating VA Forecast of Contracting Opportunities (VA FCO)

* Post-Kingdomware Training Webinar

2\ U.S. Department
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/6431184633580824579
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/8442508058978943234
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/9035570337350321922
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/549272412849655810
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/2174344003382782472
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/6359860412645722114
https://youtu.be/DHTDZacANdE

STAY CONNECTED WITH OSDBU

OSDBU Help Desk:
Phone: 1-866—-584-2344
Email:
Website:

Social Media:

Twitter:
n Facebook:

YouTube:

W0\ US. Department

) of Veterans Affairs 2



mailto:osdbustratcomm@va.gov
https://www.va.gov/osdbu/
https://twitter.com/VAVetBiz
https://www.facebook.com/VAVetBiz/
https://www.youtube.com/c/VAOSDBU
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