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Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization 
(OSDBU) 



VA OSDBU Mission and Vision
Centered around our support for Veteran small business success

Within the next five years, OSDBU will transform how small businesses achieve 
economic success by leveraging improved technology and business processes to 
enable procurement-ready small businesses to address relevant procurement 
requirements in both the federal and commercial markets.

Support Secretary's priorities by enabling Veterans to gain access to economic 
opportunities by translating customer feedback into policies and programs that 
improve market research, increase direct access, and promote the 
participation of Veteran-Owned Small Business in Federal Contracting. 

Vision:

Mission:
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
OSDBU has a basic mission which centers around support for Veteran small business success and achievement making the Veteran our primary customer. This includes increasing their access to procurement opportunities, promotion of Veteran employment, and support of VA Small Business goals. 




By the end of this session you will be able to explain:

• A Sources Sought Notice (SSN), a Request for Information (RFI) 
as well as the difference between the two

• The advantages of responding to Requests for Information 
and Sources Sought notices

• How to navigate the FedBizOpps platform
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Objectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By the end of this course you will be able to:

Understand what a Sources Sought notice is
Use FedBizOpps to find Sources Sought notices
Subscribe to Sources Sought notice alerts
Understand the advantages of responding to a Sources Sought notice
Distinguish between time it takes to respond and ROI




Sources Sought Notice
And

Request for Information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lesson 1: What Is A Sources Sought Notice



5

Sources Sought Notice

Sources Sought notice is a form of market 
research conducted by agency PDMs to 
determine small business capabilities and 
interests.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sources Sought notice is a form of market research conducted by agency PDMs to determine small business capabilities and interests

A Sources Sought notice is a solicitation of interest
A Sources Sought Sources Sought notice is a form of market research conducted by agency PDMs to determine small business capabilities and interests

A Sources Sought notice is a solicitation of interest
A Sources Sought notice is not an actual bid or solicitation

Visit http://www.aptac-us.org/sources-sought/ to learn more.
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Sources Sought According To the FAR
FAR 5.201(c): “the primary purposes of the notices are to improve 
small business access to acquisition information and enhance 
competition by identifying contracting and subcontracting 
opportunities." 

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/5201-general

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sources Sought notices as noted in Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR):

FAR 5.201(c): “the primary purposes of the notices are to improve small business access to acquisition information and enhance competition by identifying contracting and subcontracting opportunities."

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/5201-general
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Request for Information

Request for Information is a government 
market research tool used for a 
potentially new requirement that has no 
acquisition history.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Request for Information is a government market research tool used for a potentially new requirement that has no acquisition history.




FAR Part 15.201(e) "RFIs may be used when the Government does not presently 
intend to award a contract, but wants to obtain price, delivery, other market 
information, or capabilities for planning purposes." 

RFIs are also mentioned at FAR 10.002(b)(2)(iii) as a technique of conducting market 
research. 
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RFI According To the FAR

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/part-15-contracting-negotiation#i1108766

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/part-10-market-research#

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Requests For Information (RFIs) as noted in Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR):

FAR Part 15.201(e) "RFIs may be used when the Government does not presently intend to award a contract, but wants to obtain price, delivery, other market information, or capabilities for planning purposes." 
RFIs are also mentioned at FAR 10.002(b)(2)(iii) as a technique of conducting market research 
 
 The primary takeaway from this FAR quotation at 15.201(e) is that the issuance of a near-term solicitation in response to an RFI is not necessarily going to happen.

https://www.acquisition.gov/content/part-15-contracting-negotiation#i1108766
https://www.acquisition.gov/content/part-10-market-research
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Difference Between and SSN and RFI

A Sources Sought notice 
helps identify potentially 
capable small businesses 
to perform the 
requirements of a 
planned contract.

An RFI gathers information 
about whether or not 
there is a solution to a 
problem.

VS

Tactical Market ResearchStrategic Market Research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Know the difference between a Sources Sought Notice and a Request for Information (RFI):

A Sources Sought notice helps identify potentially capable small businesses to perform the requirements of a planned contract.
A RFI gathers information about whether or not there is a solution to a problem
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Why Should I Respond?

Influence 
Acquisition 

Strategy
Inside Track

Distinguish 
Yourself 

from 
Competitors

When you respond to a Sources Sought Notice and a 
Request for Information, you…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important for a small business to understand the advantages of responding to a Sources Sought notice:

Responding can distinguish yourself from your competitors
Responding may lead to an inside track on an eventual contract
Responding may influence the acquisition strategy that would govern a future solicitation

When responding, make sure to include an up-to-date Capabilities Statement that reflects what is being asked. And remember, no matter the outcome, the PDM now knows you exist – if they didn’t before. 




Sources Sought Notices & RFI’s
In FedBizOpps
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lesson 2: Sources Sought Notices In FedBizOpps
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Sources Sought Notices/RFI’s in FedBizOpps

Sources Sought Notices and 
RFI’s are posted and searched 
for in FedBizOpps. If not already 
registered, create an account.

• Use advanced functionality
• Save advanced searches
• Get ‘search’ notifications
• Stay up-to-date

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructor Notes:

Networking Events (Meet and Greets, Matching Making)
Conferences (Local, Regional, National) e.g., National Veterans Small Business Engagement
Post your statement on your companies website
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Advanced Search Form

With an account, you can save 
the search and set alerts. Note 
the search criteria used for this 
example: 

• Posted Date: Last 7 Days
• Set-Aside Code: 

SDVSOB/VOSB
• Opportunity/Procurement 

Type, select Sources Sought
• Agency: Veterans Affairs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructor Notes:

Networking Events (Meet and Greets, Matching Making)
Conferences (Local, Regional, National) e.g., National Veterans Small Business Engagement
Post your statement on your companies website
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Association Of Criteria With Search Results

• As you can see, the criteria that 
we used to search for VA 
sources sought notices is noted 
in the search results:

• Agency = VA and Specific Office
• Type/Set-aside = SS/VOSB
• Posted On = Feb 21

o Within 7 Days

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, the criteria that we used to search for VA sources sought notices is noted in the search results:

Agency = VA and Specific Office
Type/Set-aside = SS/VOSB
Posted On = Feb 21
Within 7 Days
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Association Of Criteria With Search Results

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, the criteria that we used to search for VA sources sought notices is noted in the search results:

Agency = VA and Specific Office
Type/Set-aside = SS/VOSB
Posted On = Feb 21
Within 7 Days
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Search Result Used For Example

• This is a snapshot of the VA 
sources sought notices search 
created for this example. 

• Note: The 2-way red-arrow 
references a close-up of the 
result we are speaking of.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a snapshot of the VA sources sought notices search created for this example. 

Note: The 2-way red-arrow references a close-up of the result we are speaking of.   
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Review Attached Documentation

This is a snapshot of the VA 
sources sought notices once you 
click on the search result – to view 
the notice documents. 

Note: 

• The red box is used to 
emphasize documents attached 
to the notice 

• Click on attachments to view 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a snapshot of the VA sources sought notices once you click on the search result – to view the notice documents. 

Note: 

The red box is used to emphasize documents attached to the notice 
Click on attachments to view 
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• VA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization
– http://www.va.gov/osdbu/

• Doing Business with VA Resources
– http://www.va.gov/osdbu/library/dbwva.asp

• Education and Training
– https://www.va.gov/osdbu/outreach/soc/training.asp

• Direct Access Program Events
– https://dapevents.mbmapp.com/

• National Veterans Small Business Engagement
– http://www.nvsbe.com/

• VA Verification
– https://www.vip.vetbiz.va.gov

• Veteran Entrepreneur Portal
– http://www.va.gov/osdbu/entrepreneur/

• Procurement Technical Assistance Centers
– http://www.aptac-us.org
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Useful Links

http://www.va.gov/osdbu/
http://www.va.gov/osdbu/library/dbwva.asp
https://www.va.gov/osdbu/outreach/soc/training.asp
https://dapevents.mbmapp.com/
http://www.nvsbe.com/
https://www.vip.vetbiz.va.gov/
http://www.va.gov/osdbu/entrepreneur/
http://www.aptac-us.org/


• Building an Effective Capabilities Statement Training
– https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/6431184633580824579

• Procurement Readiness Part 1:
– https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/8442508058978943234

• Procurement Readiness Part 2:
– https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/9035570337350321922

• Procurement Readiness Part 3: 
– https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/549272412849655810

• Navigating FedBizOpps
– https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/2174344003382782472

• Navigating VA Forecast of Contracting Opportunities (VA FCO)
– https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/6359860412645722114

• Post-Kingdomware Training Webinar 
– https://youtu.be/DHTDZacANdE
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On-Demand Training

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/6431184633580824579
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/8442508058978943234
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/9035570337350321922
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/549272412849655810
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/2174344003382782472
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/6359860412645722114
https://youtu.be/DHTDZacANdE


OSDBU Help Desk: 
Phone: 1-866–584–2344

Email: osdbustratcomm@va.gov
Website: https://www.va.gov/osdbu/
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STAY CONNECTED WITH OSDBU

Social Media: 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/VAVetBiz
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/VAVetBiz/  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/VAOSDBU 

mailto:osdbustratcomm@va.gov
https://www.va.gov/osdbu/
https://twitter.com/VAVetBiz
https://www.facebook.com/VAVetBiz/
https://www.youtube.com/c/VAOSDBU
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