Department of Veterans Affairs VA NOTICE 25-16
Washington, DC 20420 September 15, 2025

AMENDING VA HANDBOOK 6500 TO REPLACE ENTERPRISE MISSION
ASSURANCE SUPPORT SERVICES TOOL WITH OFFICE OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY GOVERNANCE RISK COMPLIANCE TOOL

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this notice is to update language in Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) Handbook 6500, Risk Management Framework for VA
Information Systems VA Information Security Program, Dated February 24, 2021, to
change the term (GRC) Tool.

2. POLICY: VA Handbook 6500 is amended as follows:

a. Page 22, Section 5, a.(2)(c) — change “Enterprise Mission Assurance Support
Services (eMASS) tool” to Office of Information Technology (OIT) Governance,
Risk, and Compliance (GRC) Tool.

b. Page 34, Section 6, b.(7)(c) — change eMASS to OIT GRC.

c. Page B-1, Appendix B, remove eMASS, Enterprise Mission Assurance Support
Services.

d. Page B-1, Appendix B, add Office of Information Technology (OIT) Governance,
Risk, and Compliance (GRC) Tool.

3. RESPONSIBLE OFFICE: Office of Information Technology (005), Office of
Information Security (005R).

4. RELATED HANDBOOK: VA Handbook 6500, Risk Management Framework for VA
Information Systems, VA Information Security Program, Dated February 24, 2021.

5. RESCISSION: This notice will be rescinded, and guidance incorporated into the
appropriate directive and/or handbook no later than one year after the date of

publication.
CERTIFIED BY: BY DIRECTION OF THE SECRETARY
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:
/sl /sl
Nathan T. Sanfilippo Eddie Pool
Acting Assistant Secretary for Deputy Chief Information Officer,
Enterprise Integration Connectivity and Collaboration Services,

Performing the Delegable Duties of the
Assistant Secretary for Information and
Technology and Chief Information
Officer
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