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MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARIES, ASSISTANT SECRETARIES, AND 
OTHER KEY OFFICIALS 
 
SUBJECT: Delegation of Authority for Pay Limitations Under the Senator Elizabeth 
Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act (P.L. 118-210) 
(VIEWS 13024427). 
 
1. DELEGATION. This memorandum delegates the Secretary’s authority under 
38 U.S.C. § 7431(e)(6)(A) to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Under Secretary 
for Health (USH) to waive any pay limitation under section 7431, for up to 300 title 38 
physicians, podiatrists, optometrists, and dentists.1 Waivers are subject to the USH’s 
determination of which waivers are necessary for the recruitment or retention of critical 
health care personnel, who the USH determines would provide direct patient care. Prior 
to approval, the USH must consider market and performance factors and give priority to 
positions, locations, and care provided through agreements that are costly to the 
Department. This memorandum also delegates the Secretary’s authority under 
38 U.S.C. § 7431(e)(6)(E) to the Assistant Secretary for Human Resources and 
Administration (ASHRA) to prescribe requirements, limitations, and other considerations 
for waivers under this authority. The VA Chief Human Capital Officer (CHCO) will 
develop detailed implementation procedures to support the policy framework 
established by ASHRA. 
 
2. AUTHORITIES. 

a. P.L. 118-210, Section 142,2 Modification of Pay Limitation for Physicians, 
Podiatrists, Optometrists, and Dentists of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
b. 38 U.S.C. § 303,3 Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
c. 38 U.S.C. § 7431,4 Pay for Physicians, Podiatrists, Optometrists, and Dentists. 
d. 38 U.S.C. § 512,5 Delegation of Authority; assignment of functions and duties. 

 
3. REFERENCES.  

a.VA Directive 5001,6 System of VA Human Resources Management Directives and 
Handbooks General Introduction and Administration. 
b. VA Handbook 5007,7 Pay Administration. 
c. VA Directive 0000,8 Delegations of Authority and Designations. 

 
1Waiver authority applies on or after date of implementation to section 7431 pay system. 
2 https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/141/text#toc-
HA1B92282492A4BDD8423543B78386C5A 
3 https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title38-chapter3&edition=prelim 
4 https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title38/part5/chapter74/subchapter3&edition=prelim 
5 https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title38-
section512&num=0&edition=prelim 
6 https://vaww.va.gov/vapubs/search_action.cfm?dType=1 
7 https://vaww.va.gov/vapubs/search_action.cfm?dType=2 
8 https://vaww.va.gov/vapubs/search_action.cfm?dType=1 
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4. RESTRICTIONS. The authority herein implements the provisions of 
38 U.S.C. § 7431(e)(6)(A) as added by the Dole Act (P.L. 118-210), section 142(a)(1). 
The requirements of coverage, exclusions, and administration of the pay waivers are set 
forth in P.L. 118-210 and the VA CHCO memorandum for the Authorization to Waive 
Certain Limitations on Pay Under Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans 
Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act. 

a. This waiver authority only applies to certain pay categories set forth in 
38 U.S.C. § 7431 and covers title 38 physicians, podiatrists, optometrists, and 
dentists in critical health care positions that provide direct patient care. 
b. The USH is the approving official for all waivers under this authority.  
c. Medical Center Directors serve as recommending officials for eligible employees 
assigned to their respective medical centers. Veterans Integrated Service Network 
(VISN) Directors must review and concur with all waiver requests prior to submitting 
documents for final approval.  
d. Central Office physicians, podiatrists, optometrists, and dentists are not eligible for 
waivers under this delegation. 
e. The VA CHCO, VA Chief Financial Officer, and Office of General Counsel will 
review any waiver issued under this authority as required by 
38 U.S.C. § 7431(e)(6)(C).  
 

5. REDELEGATION. Further redelegation is not authorized unless otherwise noted in 
writing. 
 
6. RESCISSION. Not Applicable. 
 
7. EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES. This delegation of authority is effective 
upon signature and will remain effective until September 30, 2028, which represents the 
last day of the third full fiscal year following enactment, as prescribed by 
38 U.S.C. § 7431(e)(6)(G). 
 
 
 
 
      Douglas A. Collins 
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