THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

May 19, 2026

MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARIES, ASSISANT SECRETARIES, AND
OTHER KEY OFFICIALS

SUBJECT: Designation as Chief Negotiator for the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VIEWS 14627203)

1. DESIGNATION. This memorandum designates Mr. Michael Picerno, Senior Advisor,
Office of the Secretary, as the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Chief Negotiator for
the term negotiations between VA and the American Federation of Government
Employees (AFGE) on the master collective bargaining agreement (MCBA). Mr. Michael
Picerno or any alternate(s) he designates in writing have the authority to bind VA during
these negotiations.

2. AUTHORITIES.

a. 38 U.S.C. § 303," Secretary of Veterans Affairs.
b. 38 U.S.C. § 512(a).2 Delegation of authority; assignment of functions and duties.

3. REFERENCES. VA Directive 0000,% Delegations of Authority and Designations.
4. RESTRICTIONS. Not Applicable.

5. REDESIGNATION. This authority may be redesignated in writing by the Chief
Negotiator to an alternate Chief Negotiator.

6. RESCISSION. This designation rescinds any previous documentation that conflicts
with this designation.

7. EFFECTIVE DATE AND EXPIRATION DATE. This designation is effective upon
signature. This designation will expire once term negotiations on the AFGE MCBA are
complete or remain in effect for 4 years after signature unless otherwise rescinded,
modified, or superseded.

ouglag A. Collins

1https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title: 38%20section:303%20edition:prelim)%200R%20(granul
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3https:/Ivaww.va.gov/vapubs/index.cfm



