
THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 

 
 

June 23, 2026 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARIES, ASSISTANT SECRETARIES, AND 
OTHER KEY OFFICIALS 
 
SUBJECT: Delegation of Authority to Execute Category Management Operations and 
Governance (VIEWS 14414034) 
 
1. DELEGATION. Under my authority as the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Senior 
Accountable Official (SAO), this memorandum delegates to the Principal Executive 
Director, Office of Acquisition, Logistics, and Construction and Chief Acquisition Officer, 
the authority to execute category management operations and governance activities on 
behalf of the SAO. This includes activities necessary to reduce unaligned spending and 
to increase the use of common contract solutions in accordance with Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) Memorandum M‑19‑13, Category Management: 
Making Smarter Use of Common Contract Solutions and Practices. The SAO retains full 
accountability and ultimate responsibility for category management oversight, reporting, 
and alignment with VA enterprise objectives. The SAO shall carry out execution 
activities consistent with applicable law, regulation, and VA policy. 
 
2. AUTHORITY. OMB Memorandum M‑19‑13, Category Management: Making Smarter 
Use of Common Contract Solutions and Practices, dated March 20, 2019.1 
 
3. REFERENCES. 
 

a. Executive Order (EO) 14240, Eliminating Waste and Saving Taxpayer Dollars by 
Consolidating Procurement.2 

b. EO 14275, Restoring Common Sense in Federal Procurement.3 
c. OMB Memorandum M-25-26, Overhauling the Federal Acquisition Regulation.4 
d. OMB Memorandum M-25-31, Consolidating Federal Procurement Activities.5 
e. VA Directive 0000, Delegations of Authority and Designations.6 

 
  

 
1 https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/M-19-13.pdf 
2 https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/eliminating-waste-and-saving-taxpayer-dollars-
by-consolidating-procurement/  
3 https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-
procurement/ 
4 https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/M-25-26-Overhauling-the-Federal-Acquisition-
Regulation-002.pdf 
5 https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/M-25-31-Consolidating-Federal-Procurement-
Activities.pdf 
6 https://vaww.va.gov/vapubs/search_action.cfm?dType=1 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/M-19-13.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/eliminating-waste-and-saving-taxpayer-dollars-by-consolidating-procurement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-procurement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/M-25-26-Overhauling-the-Federal-Acquisition-Regulation-002.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/M-25-31-Consolidating-Federal-Procurement-Activities.pdf
https://vaww.va.gov/vapubs/search_action.cfm?dType=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/M-19-13.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/eliminating-waste-and-saving-taxpayer-dollars-by-consolidating-procurement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/eliminating-waste-and-saving-taxpayer-dollars-by-consolidating-procurement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-procurement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-procurement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/M-25-26-Overhauling-the-Federal-Acquisition-Regulation-002.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/M-25-26-Overhauling-the-Federal-Acquisition-Regulation-002.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/M-25-31-Consolidating-Federal-Procurement-Activities.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/M-25-31-Consolidating-Federal-Procurement-Activities.pdf
https://vaww.va.gov/vapubs/search_action.cfm?dType=1


Page 2. 

Subj: Delegation of Authority to Execute Category Management Operations and 
Governance (VIEWS 14414034) 
 
 
4. RESTRICTIONS. This delegation does not alter or diminish the authorities and 
responsibilities vested in the SAO under applicable statute, regulation, or VA policy. The 
SAO retains authority to carry out, modify, or otherwise delegate those authorities 
inherent to the position. Execution under this delegation must adhere to all applicable 
restrictions set forth in governing law and VA policy. 
 
5. REDELEGATION. This authority may not be redelegated. 
 
6. RESCISSION. This delegation rescinds Designation of Department Level Category 
Managers dated November 17, 2020 (VIEWS 1474606). 
 
7. EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATE. This delegation of authority is effective upon 
signature and will remain in effect for 4 years unless otherwise rescinded, modified, or 
superseded. 
 
 
 

Paul R. Lawrence, Ph.D. 


