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1. Introduction

The Blind Rehabilitation (BR) team has made updates to the BR application. This
document will summarize the updates made for release ANRV*5.1.16(BR 5.1.12) and
provide brief instructional text for specific updates.

2. Purpose

These release notes cover the changes to Blind Rehabilitation (BR) for this release.

3. Audience

This document targets users and administrators of Blind Rehabilitation (BR) Application
and applies to the changes made between this release and any previous release for this
software.

4. General Updates

The following sections provide a summary of the functions and modifications to the
existing software, and any known issue for Blind Rehabilitation BR 5.1.12.

5. Enhancements and Modifications to Existing
Application

The following are the enhancements and modifications to the Blind Rehabilitation BR
5.1.12 release.

e Enhancements for users who have low vision or require the use of a screen reader

e Data entry for patients who are either not yet registered or are deceased have
been prohibited

e The dates for Admission and Discharged/Transferred are auto populated for BRC
type referrals

e Page Help link has been removed on all pages

e VIST Summary report for BRC type referral submissions was updated

5.1 Enhancements for low vision users

The text for User Notifications on the Home page has been enhanced so that the color
contrast is stronger when a user hovers on the link. Previously, the text color upon hover
did not meet the 508 color contrast criteria.
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Figure 1 — User Notifications

%), VAHealth Blind Rehabilitation System

Version 5

Home | Administration | Enter/Edit | Letters and Labels | Print Individual Records | Print Reports | Print VIST Roster Sorts | Application Help
Institution: DaytShr (984)

Welcome

Mission:
The mission of Blind Rehabilitation Service is to coordinate a healthcare service delivery system that provides a continuum of care for blinded Veterans extending from their home environr

to the local VA facility and to the appropriate rehabilitation setting. These services include adjustment to blindness counseling, patient and family education, benefits analysis, comprehensi
residential inpatient training, outpatient rehabilitation services, the provision of assistive technology, and research.

Vision:

Blind Rehabilitation Service will provide high quality care in a timely and appropriate manner enabling blinded veterans to acquire the skills and capabilities necessary for the development
personal independence and emotional stability.

User Notifications

You have NEW referrals. Click this link to view <= ﬁ- -z
o

5.2 Enhancements for users who require a screen reader

The Application Help contained links that were not understood by users relying on a
screen reader for navigation. An icon link for social media sites in the main window for
Help was previously reciting incoherent text. This link has been removed since it is not
used.

The Page Help link in the main region of each page previously lacked keyboard
accessibility for navigation when using a screen reader. Since users do not typically use
the page help link, it has been removed from every page. The Application Help tab
contains the same Help information and remains available to all users.

Figure 2 - Example of page with Help icon

)) VAHealth Blind Rehabilitation System

Version 5

Home | Administration | Enter/Edit | Letters and Labels | Print Individual Records | Print Reports | Print VIST Roster Sorts | Application Help
Institution: DAYTON, OH VAMC (552)

Print Individual Records Menu

Patient Record Print Individual Records
Eye Exam (Eligibility) History

VIST Annual Review History Select a menu option or select Help link to learn more about the application.

Benefits & Services Checklist
Done
Referral History

PCE Problem List

BRS Home Page | BRS Programs | VA Intranet | Facilities Locator
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Figure 3 - Application Help page displaying social media icon

() https:;//vaww.preprod.blindrehab.va.gov/help/index htm#t=Introduction htm Q A
= Q
Introduction

The Blind Rehabilitation (BR) System Version 5 application provides enhanced tracking and reporting of the Blind
Rehabilitation services provided to Veterans by:

« Blind Rehabilitation Centers (BRCs)

» Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient Specialists (BROS)

¢ |Intermediate Low Vision Clinics

« Visual Impairment Center to Optimize Remaining Sight (VICTORS)

« Visual Impairment Services Outpatient Rehabilitation (VISOR) Programs

« Visual Impairment Service Teams (VIST) Coordinators
Currently, there is no VistA/CPRS software available that meets the needs of Blind Rehabilitation Service (BRS)

programs. The current version (5.1) replaced version 5.0 in late 2019. Version 5.0 was released in 2006 and
replaced an old VistA decentralized database package called VIST 4.0.

The BR-5 program is a national, centralized database, using a web-enabled GUI through which Blind
Rehabilitation Service is able to track and report services provided to blind and low vision veterans by BRS
programs. This includes monitoring blinded veteran population trends through VIS Team Rosters, as well as
referral activity and waiting times for services throughout BRS.

The latest version, BR-5.1, includes the same functionality and options provided in version BR-5.0, but has been
entirely re-designed in accordance with latest VA software guidelines and protocols for enhanced security and
reliability. N

5.3 Pop up modals require confirmation

Previously, pop-up modals would allow users to TAB outside the window and return to
the application without closing the pop up. Unsighted users would be unaware that the
pop-up modal was still open. The application has been updated so that users cannot
continue to use the application without first acknowledging and closing the pop-up
window.

These pop-up windows can occur in the following scenarios:
e User attempts to enter/edit data for a patient that is not registered
e User attempts to enter/edit data for a deceased patient
e Warning timeout window opens when a user leaves their session idle

If a user TABs outside the pop-up modal, they will be navigated around the browser
window but will not be allowed back to the Blind Rehabilitation application until the
pop-up window has been closed.
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Figure 4 - Error Encountered for unregistered patient

Error encountered %

You have selected a patient not on the roster. Please ensure
you have selected a patient who has already been registered to
continue.

Figure 5 - Error Encountered for deceased patient

Create Referral

Error Encountered ter search criteria

X

You can not perform the selected action on a deceased patient.

Patient Search Results

(of 1) « < 1 > 53

Name 1| Roster Institution T Date of Birth T SSN T

DaytShr (984) ‘ 08/09/1971 ‘ 22590 ‘

‘ BLAA, AHH

In total there are 1 patient(s).

5.4 VIST Roster Summary update for BRC type referrals

The VIST Roster Summary Report for the VIST Referral Applications (BRC) statistics has
been modified. The Submitted column is for all the BRC type referrals that have been
referred from your institution. The Admitted and Discharged columns are based on all
the BRC type referrals that have been referred to your institution which is unchanged
from the previous release.

The section for VIST Referral Applications for non-BRC referrals was not changed.
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Figure 6 - VIST Roster Summary Report

VIST Roster Summary Report Report Printed: 09/05/2025

Reporting Perod: 10001/2024 - 09/05/2025
Institution DaytShr - (VISN 5)

VIST Ref | Applicati BRC)
BRC CAT - 15t Experiencs
BRC CAT - Additional Trainmg
BRC Dual - 15t Expenance
BRC Dual - Additonal Traming
BRC Other - 15t Expeniancs
BRLC Other - Additional Training
BRC Regular - 15t Expanancs
BRC Regular - Additional Traiming
Total for the Institution:

E
E
E

0
0
I
I
1
i
0
0
4

5.5 Known Issues

If you leave your log in session idle for several minutes and then click submit button for
a report, you may see an error message flash on the screen. The error message
disappears and the report displays to the screen without error.

Figure 7 - Example Error Message

mainForm:institutions: Validation Error: Value is not valid

6. Product Documentation

The following documents apply to this release:
e ANRV 5.1 Patch Description, file name ANRV_5_1_16_PD

e ANRV 5.1 Centralized Server Installation/Implementation Guide, file name
ANRV_5_1_16_CIG

7.JAWS Supported Versions

The supported JAWS versions can be found at the following link: Job Access With
Speech (JAWS) (va.gov) 9 depicts the supported JAWS versions in a table format.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrm.oit.va.gov%2FToolPage.aspx%3Ftid%3D42&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc0b03b3a1bb84568d34108daf8b0f59b%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638095736153024832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9kiFzzj%2FYZIN4T01FLUUkqhvpFqxRt5b6vTi5p03OFg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrm.oit.va.gov%2FToolPage.aspx%3Ftid%3D42&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc0b03b3a1bb84568d34108daf8b0f59b%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638095736153024832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9kiFzzj%2FYZIN4T01FLUUkqhvpFqxRt5b6vTi5p03OFg%3D&reserved=0

Figure 8 - TRM approved versions of JAWS
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