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Accessing the Reports
     VetPop2001 Adjusted to Census 2000 (VetPop2001Adj) reports are presented in special Excel files known as PivotTables.  PivotTables can be used in both Excel 97 and Excel 2000.  The CD-ROM, includes a folder labeled “Basic”; this folder contains a subfolder “VetPop2001Adj”; the subfolder contains a file named ReportsVP2001Adj.xls; and this file presents a table of contents for 15 pre-programmed Excel workbooks.  The table of contents shows A) the type of estimates (living, deaths, separations, or net migration) B) the variables with their default position in either rows, columns, or pages, and C) years covered.  

     To obtain a VetPop2001Adj report, open the “Basic” folder and its subfolder “VetPop2001Adj”; then open ReportsVP2001Adj.xls; choose the report you want and click the corresponding button.   If you know the name of the report you want, you can skip ReportsVP2001Adj.xls and go directly to the subfolder labeled “Data.”
Selecting the Appropriate Report: National Level Reports

     There are 15 reports (Appendix) organized into 5 sets based on the variables they exhibit.  All the sets contain L tables (the number of veterans estimated or projected to be living at specific points in time), D tables and S tables (deaths and separations are over specific periods of time).  The first two sets contain M tables, which show net migration over specific periods of time.  All the tables provide data by Year (or date for the L tables), Age, Gender, and Period of Service.  The first two sets of tables also provide data by State.  In order to keep the size of the table small enough to manage and the cells large enough to have statistical credibility, ages were combined into 5-year groups in the first two sets.  Set 1 and Set 2, provide exactly the same data except that in Set 2 Period of Service is shown in columns with subtotals which aggregate veterans who have served in multiple periods of service.  Each of the remaining sets of tables highlights a different variable: Degree of Disability (Set 7), Branch of Service (Set 8), and Officer/Enlisted Status (Set 9).  After the user decides what information is needed, the appropriate report can be selected.   For any selection, many additional variants of a report can be created using Excel PivotTable capabilities.

Reading Tables

     The number of living veterans is dated at the point in time indicated in cell B2 of the default versions of Tables 1L and 2L or in Column A of the default versions of Tables 7L thru 9L.  The number of separations, deaths, and net migrants refer to a full period indicated in Cell B2 in the default versions of Tables 1D, 1S, 1M, 2D, 2S, and 2M or in Column A of the default versions of Tables 7D through 9S.
     For more information on these points, see “Other Technical Notes” in the “Special Topics” Folder.

      To illustrate the power of VetPop2001Adj’s reporting capability, we demonstrate with three examples.  The user is invited to duplicate these.

Example 1: 
Calculate the percentage change in the number of living veterans in Florida from 9/30/00 to 9/30/2010.
Steps:

1. What are the requirements to calculate the rate change between 2000 and 2010.  We need data describing living veterans, state, and years.  

2. Open the folder labeled “Basic.”

3. Open the subfolder “VetPop2001Adj”.

4. Open ReportsVP2001Adj.xls

5. Select “Enable Macros”

6. Click button “1L” from the table of contents.

7. Click the down arrow button next to the Date (cell B2) and select 9/30/2000.  Florida’s estimated veteran population was 1,871,774 as of 9/30/2000.

8. Repeat step 7 and select 9/30/2010; Florida’s projected veteran population as of 9/30/2010 was 1,667,709.

9. Calculate the percentage decrease [(1,871,774 – 1,667,709)/1,871,774] = 10.9% 

10. Close the spreadsheet window to return to the table of contents.

Examp2: Compare the death rates for the veteran population in Florida and the total veteran population in FY 2001.
Steps:

1. Requirements:  deaths, state, and FY 2001.

2. Open Table 1D, by selecting the button, “1D”.

3. We will modify the default 1D report by pivoting the Fiscal Year to the column position.  To do this, place the cursor anywhere in the Pivot Table.  Then, on the Data menu in the toolbar, click “PivotTable and PivotChart Report” and (in Excel 2000) select “Layout”; OR, just RIGHT-click any cell in the PivotTable, select “Wizard”, and (in Excel 2000) select “Layout”.

4. Drag the “Fiscal Year” button from the Page position to Column position and drag “Age Group” button from the Column to Page position.  Click OK and then click Finish.

5. Record deaths in FY 2001 for the state of Florida (54,315). The estimated number of total veteran deaths in FY 2001 is 636,455. 

6. Repeat steps from Example 1 to get the relevant denominators: 1,871,774 living veterans in Florida and 26,475,467 total living veterans as of 9/30/2000.  

7. The state of Florida death rate was 2.9% and the national veteran population death rate was 2.4% in FY 2001.  Florida has slightly higher death rate than national in FY 2001
8. Close spreadsheet window to return to the table of contents.

Example 3: 
Calculate the rate of increase for living veterans age 85 and older in  Florida from 9/30/2000 to 9/30/2010.
Steps: 

1. Requirements:  State, Age Group 85 and older, and Year.  

2. Open Table 1L by selecting the button, “1L”.

3. We will use the Group function and Hide Details function to obtain the sum of all those veterans age 85 and older.

· First, select the four age groups: 85-89, 90-94, 95-99, and 100+ (Cell P7 –S7)

· Holding the cursor over the selected area, click the right mouse button. 

· Select the “Group and Outline” feature, and then select “Group.”

· Rename “Group1” to  “85+”.

· Click on the newly created “85+” age group cell.

· Click the right mouse button, choose “Group and Outline” and then “Hide Detail.”  The four selected age groups are summed and formatted in one column.

4. Record the total projected veteran population age 85 and older for Florida for 9/30/2000 (52,444); and repeat for the previously prepared table for 9/30/2010 (129,152).

5. The VetPop2001Adj projected 1.5-fold increase in the number of 85 and older veterans in Florida from 2000 to 2010.
Using PivotChart

     Perhaps you are interested in creating a chart (or graph) of the number of veterans 85 and older by state.  Continuing with the previously opened file, Table 1L, select the chart icon on the PivotTable toolbar. This action creates PivotCharts.  If the PivotTable toolbar is not visible, click on “View”, “Toolbars”, and check “PivotTable”  

     A PivotChart can produce a large number of charts (one for each combination of the pivot variables: period of service, age, gender, state, and year).  However, the initial chart displayed reflects the entire complexity of the underlying table.  For this example, hundreds of data points are displayed (just as hundreds of data points are shown in the Excel PivotTable).  In fact, the amount of data displayed renders the chart incomprehensible.

     To simplify this chart, deselect all age groups other than the 85+ age group in the pull down menu for the grouped age categories (see “Age Groups2”).  The chart should now be clearer.  With this quick adjustment you should have created a clear chart showing which states have the greatest number of older veterans.
Accessing the County Data

     The county data are also in PivotTables.  To access the county data from your CD-ROM, open the “Basic” Folder, its subfolder Counties, and the “County Reports-Living.xls” file.  The county-level veteran population by age-group, gender, and year can be accessed for states or VISNs by selecting the “States” or “VISNs” tab at the bottom of the worksheet.  The States worksheet has 52 preprogrammed Excel PivotTables, 50 states plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico  The VISNs worksheet has 21 pre-programmed Excel PivotTables.  For example, if you are interested in the veteran population of Los Angeles (L.A.) County, California as of 9/30/2005, click the “State” worksheet tab and select California.  L.A. County has a projected 413,468 veterans as of 9/30/2005.  You can also find L.A. County information by going to the “VISNs” sheet tab and selecting VISN 22, which contains L.A. county. These county PivotTables can be manipulated and charts created in ways similar to those in VetPop2001 reports. 

Appendix:  Table of Contents (Reports.xls)
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Only Reports shown in RED are available

Row

Column

Pages

Years

Living

Deaths

Separations

Net 

Migration

1

State

Age (5-yr groups)

Year, Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

2

State

Period of Service*

Year, Gender, Age (5-yr groups)

2000-2030

3

Reserved for future use.

4

Reserved for future use.

The following are national reports.

5

Year

Race/Ethnicity

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

6

Year

VA Disability Status

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

7

Year

Degree of Disability

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service, VA Disability Status

2000-2030

8

Year

Branch of Service

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

9

Year

Officer/Enlisted

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

10

Year

Military Retiree Status

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

11

Year

Marital Status

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

12

Year

Minor Dependents

Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service

2000-2030

* Differs from the "Period of Service" variable appearing in all other reports in that it contains subtotals of certain periods.  Page variables cannot have subtotals.
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