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ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955
SUMMARY

The estimated number of living veterans in civil life reached 21,87
000 on june 30, 1955. This was a met increase of 927,000 during the
year. Veterans of the Korean conflict (those who had seen service since
June 27, 1950) numbered 4,015,000, an increase of 1,103,000 during

the fiscal year.

Total VA expenditures in fiscal year 1955 amounted to $5,329,981,-
675 of which $4,482,650,319 was expended from appropriated funds and

the balance from other funds.

The Veterans Administration was operating 173 hospitals on June 30,
1955. Based on the medical type of the majority of patients under
care, 21 hospitals were designated as tuberculosis, 40 as neuropsychiatric,
and 112 as general medical and surgical.

Capacity of VA hospitals was increased by 1,576 operating beds dur-
ing fiscal year 1955 and reached a total of more than 118,600 beds on June
30. The average dally patient load increased from 103,500 in fiscal
year 1954 to 106,700 in fiscal year 1953, a net gain of 3,200 patients.

£

The peak patient load for the fiscal year was 109,600 for the week end-
ing February 28, 1955. The number of operating beds occupied d_,ring

the year averaged 91 percent, the same ratio attained in the previous
year. Admissions of VA patients to VA and non-VA hospitals totaled
498,000 and discharges totaled 495,000 during fiscal year 1955.

Despite the opemng of additional beds in VA hospitals during th
cal year, the waiting list of eligible applicants increased from 20,800 on
June 30, 1954 to 21 300 on June 30, 1955, due to the growing need for
beds among veterans having a psych051s There were no veterans await-
ing treatment for a service-connected disablllty on _]une 30, 1955. The in-
crease in VA operating beds permitted a reduction in the VA bed require-

mante in non-VA haeitale On Tnnp ‘20 1955, there were more than

ments in non-VA hospitals. une 1955, there were more
3,100 beds in non-VA hospitals belng utlhzed for the care of VA patients,

compared with over 4,500 on June 30, 1954.
The overall number of field stations from which VA services and bene-
fits were made available to veterans and their dependents increased dur-
tha vaar from 528 to 520 on Tnnp 20. 1955 Three new ho 'fals

1115 tne year irom 0256 10 355 on june J5u, 1°523J. 1Aree New nospit
were opened, and one general medlcal and surgical hospital was converted
to a neuropsychiatric hospital.

Over 2,156,000 outpatient visitors received medical services from VA
outpatient clinics or fee-basis physicians during fiscal year 1955. Applica-
tione far antnatient dental treatment totaled 302 000 in ﬁ sca

tIonNs Ior outpatient aénia: reaiment claitd 222,000 1 11§ al year 1955, a
decrease of 57,000 from fiscal year 1954.
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There were 17 VA field stations providing domiciliary care for nearly

,900 veterans on June 30, 1955. Fourteen ot these stanons were hos-

’
16

.«l thean oo
pital-domiciliary centers and three wer

s
During the year, the Veterans Administration gained international r recog.

nition for its physxcal medicine and rehabilitation development. Repre-
sentatives of 10 foreign countries visited VA hospitals to study the progress
of the Veterans Administration in this field and to receive orientation

e f vmadica]l ok bl ot
in advanced methods of medical rehabilitation.

There was a decrease during the vear of 1,200 full- and part- time em-

aullll LIl 422~ a4 vi vTuadial Tl
o s

ployees to 177,700 on June 30, 1955. Employment in medlcal programs
increased from 143,300 to 144,000, while employment in all other activi-

ties decreased from 35 ,2o00 to 33,700,

At vatnvano 33 wmanas ~L I, - 3
The number of veterans in 1CLC1P o1 mpensat. ion and pen-
5

a
sion benefits increased more than 78,000 du al vear 1955 and reached

Lastld INVIC 1114] 2223p 1stal ylad 1700 alit Italict

a total of 2,667,000 on June 30. The principal increase occurred in the
Korean conflict service-connected cases. The number of dependents of
deceased veterans receiving death compensatlon or death pension benefits

increased almost 26,000 to 1,154,000 at the end of the current year. Con-

Eressmnal lemslatlon raising the monthlv basic rates ncnmh'lp to certain

1011, 1415111 wRaL 2ARAARAAL) el Ialls payalul WO LCrialll

types of veterans and dependents of deceased veterans and increased number
on rolls, contributed to the following increases in benefit payments during the

year: Disability compensation and pens1on payments increased $132,000,-

000 to a total of $1,966,000,000 during fiscal year 1955; death compensa-

tion and pensxon benefits during fiscal year 1955 totaled more than $664,-
000,000, an increase of $52,000,000 over the previous year.
As of June 30, 1955, servicemen’s indemnity awards amounting to $232,-

0,000 had been authorized to the beneficiaries of 27,000 deceased vet-

rans under Public Law 23, 82d Congress. By the close of fiscal year 1955,

payments of indemnity amounting to $69,000,000 had been made, and of
the amount, $27,000,000 was expended during the current year, an in-
crease of $3,600,000 over fiscal year 1954.

At the close of fiscal year 1955, a total of 43 ,000 automobiles and other

conveyances, valued at $68,000, GOG had been provided seriously disabled

veterans.
During the year, 507,000 veterans entered training under the vocational

rehabilitation and education and training program. This is one-third
more than the number who entered tralmng durmg fiscal year 1954. A
total of 487,000 of these veterans entered training under the Veterans’ Re-
ad}ustment Assistance Act of 1952 (Public Law 550, 82d Cong.), bring-
ing the number of veterans who have thus far avalled themselves under

the act to over a million. This represents one-fourth of the veterans with
military service since June 27, 1950. The total training load for all laws
combined increased during fiscal year 1955 by 10 percent over the previous
year. The average number of veterans in training per month was 584,-
000, compared with 530,000 in fiscal year 1954. Payments for subsistence,
tuition, supplies and materials, education and training allowances, fee-
basis counseling, etc., during ﬁscal year 1955 totaled more than $712 million,

an increase of $122 million over fiscal year 1954. Expendltures dunng

fiscal year 1955 brought the total benefit payments, since the inception of

¢} Ul



ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955 3
the vocational rehabilitation and education and training program, to over
$17 billion.

The number of applications for guaranteed or insured loans totaled nearly
668,000 in fiscal year 1955, an increase of nearly 300,000 over the previous
year. Home loan applications rose 80 percent over last year to 659,000;
applications for farm loans increased from 1,440 to 1,895, while applications
for business loans decreased from 9,000 to 6,700. From the begmnmg of the
program late in 1944 through June 1955, more than 4 million loans having
an original principal of $30 billion had been guaranteed or insured for $16
billion. On June 30, 1955, there were 34 million loans outstanding on
which the contingent liability of the Government was estimated to be $12
billion. During the year 571,000 loans were guaranteed or insured of
which all but 1%, percent were home Ioans. Of the total loans guaranteed
or insured during the year, 120,000 were made to veterans with service
since the start of the Korean conflict and 3,700 were former VA direct
loans which had been sold to private lending institutions and automati-
cally guaranteed. During the year more than 210,000 loans having an
original principal of more than $1 billion were repaid in full, an increase of
60,000 over the number repaid during fiscal year 1954. There were nearly
60,000 defaults reported on home loans, an increase of 12%, percent over the
preceding year. However, the percentage of outstanding home loans which
were reported in default was about the same in both years—2 percent of
the average number of loans in force during fiscal year 1955, compared with
1.9 percent in fiscal year 1954.

VA contact personnel conducted nearly 7,600,000 personal interviews
during the year with veterans, their relatives, and others in assisting them
to understand and to apply for benefits administered by the Veterans Ad-
ministration and other agencies for which they may be eligible. Of the
total, 224,000 away-from-office interviews were held with institutionalized
veterans, the physically incapacitated, or others unable to visit a VA office.

The total number of beneficiaries under the guardianship program in-
creased more than 12,000 during the year to a total of 339,000 on June
30, 1955. The estates of these beneficiaries had receipts during the fiscal
year of $187,600,000 through payments and earnings, an increase of $8,200,-
000 over the preceding year. The total assets of such estates aggreszated
nearly $500, 000 000.

At the close of fiscal year 1955, there were approximately 5.7 million na-
tional service life insurance trust policies in force with a face value of
approximately $38 billion; approximately 357,000 veterans special term in-
surance fund policies in force with a face value of more than $3 billion;
and 12,500 service-disabled veterans insurance policies in force w1th a face
value of $107 million.

Supplies and equipment acquired, as reflected by supply fund sales during
fiscal year 1955 totaled $127,000,000, a reduction of nearly $4,000,000 from

the previous year. The operating nbvectwe of obtaining neither a profit
nor a loss was achieved within one-ﬁfth of 1 percent after the second year
of operation. Continued controls on all equipment and supplies used in
central office resulted in a further reduction of expendable inventory from

$158,000 on June 30, 1954, to $82,000 on June 30, 1955. Discontinuance
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of the VA records service

de renters
rds serv r and nuse of GSA Federal records centers

contributed to an 18- ercent reduction in VA records holdings, from
1,580,000 cubic feet on June 30, 1954, to 1,280,000 cubic feet on Junc 30,
1955. Reductions of $24,600 in telephone communications equipment and
service costs, and $78,900 in the telephone operator personnel costs were

also made durine the fiscal vear

dlig wWal dislas yolal.

IMPROVEMENTS IN MANAGEMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION

The drive to continue the improvement of management and administra-
tion continued with significant results. Highlights are briefly outlined in
the following paragraphs. Additional management improvement activities
are presented in detail in other sections of this report which deal with
specific program operations.

In VA hospitals during fiscal year 1955, as compared with fiscal year 1954,
the average daily patient load increased by 3 191 while the full-time
equivalent employment increased by only 2,070. This reduced the ratio of
employees per 1,000 patients from 1,090 to 1,077. It is estimated that this
represents the equivalent of approxxmately $6,000,000 per year in salaries.

Cost studies in the Department of Medicine and Surgery stimulated man-
agement improvement actions at the field station level which resulted in
sa,vmgs in excess of $700 000. These savmgs were produced by reducing
staff in some areas, reduction in motor vehicle and other equipment re-
quirements, and by developing better utilization of personnel and other
resources.

A consolidated orthopedic shoe center was established in the New York
regional office. The average cost of orthopedic shoes procured from local
commercial sources during the first three quarters of fiscal year 1955 was
$49.00 per pair. The average cost of orthopedic shoes of better quality pro-
cured by the center directly from manufacturers was only $36.00 per pair.
For the estimated total of 3,790 pairs of shoes furnished through the center
during the year, this reduction of $13.00 per pair amounts to a total of ap-
proximately $49,000. It is ant1c1pated that eventually 75 to 80 percent of

rn thvnianh thhn anas
all VA orthopedic shoe requlrements can be furnished through the center,

with anticipated annual savings of about $98,000.

The training of selected personnel in management principles and tech-
niques has not been overlooked. In May 1954, the Chief Medical Director
invited DM&S physicians who were interested in a career in administrative

AN a oA and ot
medicine to apply for training and possible assignment to management posi-

tions. As of June 30, 1955, 167 physicians had applied, about 30 of these
selected as ehglble for immediate training, and 7 of the latter had completed
preceptorship training in selected VA hospitals. Two or three similar
groups per year will undergo training, depending on projected replacement

1 1 iom indanc o o Tagal
needs. Approximately 70 others will be assigned to understudy higher level

administrative positions, e. g., Assistant Director, Professional Services.
Some will be detailed to institutes conducted by such groups as the American
College of Hospital Administrators, the American Hospital Association, and

the Interagency Institute for Federal Hospital Administrators. During the
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fiscal year, 70 managers, assistant managers, and chiefs of professional serv-
ices were detailed to various management-type institutes in an effort to
keep incumbents of these positions abreast of trends in hospital administra-
tion.

Careful purchasing practices were emphasized during the year. For
some time, the Veterans’ Administration had procured proprietary drug
items on 2 brand-name basis. New, approved sources were developed from
which competitive bids on a generic or common-name basis were solicited.
Specific items were selected so that results could be analyzed. Without
lowering the professional standards of the medicinal preparation, prices re-
ceived for 11 items covering a 3-month requirement were approximately
25 percent lower than those obtained under the former method of pro-
curement. The dollar savings amounted to $92,086 which, projected on
an annual basis, comes to approximately $360,000.

The purchase of hearing aids in bulk quantities has resulted in trimming
by approximately $34,000 the cost of the initial purchase of 2,386 instru-
nents. On the basis of an estimated usage of 6,000 hearing aids per year,

5

an annual savings of approximately $87,700 will result.

Procedural improvements in hospital administration are continually
being achieved. For example, a revised, simplified procedure was developed
for psychiatric hospitals whereby the work involved in preparation of pur-
chase orders for canteen coupon bocks and incidentals from the Ganteen
Service was reduced by one-half.

The Department of Insurance, as a part of its systems program, developed
many significant improvements during the year.

It is estimated that approximately $238,000 will be saved by a procedure
using a punched card record with an allotment type of accounting in lieu
of manual posting of premium payments for accounts being paid by de-
ductions from VA benefit payments.

A test is being conducted in the district offices which reduces materially
the operational steps and time required to process applications for insur-

ance. [t is anticipated that costs will be reduced by approximately $100,-
000 by this procedure

A method for calculating national service life insurance dividends me-
chanically has been adopted after testing. Annual savings are estimated

at approximately $200,000.
TL.\ Y

o
a

he Department of Veterans Benefits regional offices, from which the
important compensation and pension, vocational rehabilitation and educa-
tion, and loan guaranty programs are operated, made substantial gains in
the improvement of management and administration during the fiscal

Integration of the loan guaranty accounting with the accounting func-
tions of the finance division resulted in elimination of approximately 63

Regional offices were given an annual dollar allocation for the new fiscal

year. This enables the stations to plan their operations on an annual basis,
r than from quarter to quarter. Managerial responsibility is

1 s
ened and workload reduced in the budget staff of the Department of Vet-
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erans Benefits. The Department of Medicine and Surgery had adopted a
similar plan some time ago.
The economical utilization of

unnlies and snace was emnhacized R
ne economical uinizaiion o DT

suytjll il DPG\,\/ vad blllPllaDlLLu.

tween October 1, 1954, and June 1, 1955, 149,652 square feet of office space
was released. This space had a rental value of $335 000. Various types of
supplies, as a part of a “make-do” program, were redistributed. This prop-

mnnn roon

erty was valued at $223,622.

A new pattern of stock replenishment was developed which provides for
graduated emphasis on the management and handling of items in accord-

ance with their relative 1mportance (dollar volume of 1ssue) A fewi
account for most of the demand, in terms of units. Analysxs of stock selec-
i for

2t U |

ion, and a test layout showed that as much as haif the time require
i

1 £ +1 Htavna nane +ha
ons could be saved by placing the stocks of these items near the

e =
entrance to the warehouse.

The new pattern and procedures should reduce the work volume by two-
thlrds in those operatlons where it is apphcable. In stock selection the sav-
ut one-third. In addition, service is improved; purchase prices

ab
i o Harma. L.
will te d to drop due to quantity buying of low-volume items; the number

of vendor payment vouchers processed by finance will drop by 10 to

15 percent;; and the number of line items processed by the supply depots will
drop about 65 percent.

'l"‘lr .

The significant overail developments in paperwork management dur-
ele s
A 1

ing the year were (1) accelerated emphasis on dispos Lior of nonessential
records, (2) discontinuance of the operation of the VA records service cen-

ter and the use of GSA Federal records centers, and (3 ) better controls
the creation of records.

anmA 1 -

On june 30, 1954, the Veterans Administration was amtammg approx1-
mately 1 570 070 "‘-.lb‘c f cnt of rarards on

£
Auuu,x WiTyTi e U TolL UL 1tluius, aill L
hQ](‘]inﬂ‘Q was nnnrn Xle

“““““““““““ anal
J pUlLCIIL Oover Ilb cal

year 1953 On June 30, 1955, the total VA records holdings oxi
mately 1,281, 200 cubic feet representing approximately an 18 percent de-
crease over fiscal year 1954. 'This substantial decrease in records holdings
was accomplished, despite the continued increase in the number of claim-

ants for veterans benefits, through several major improvements in the
management and administration of records.

The 98,960 cubic feet of essential records maintained at the VA records
service center, Columbus, Ohio, were transferred to the custody of the Gen-
eral Services Administration at its Federal records center, Kansas City, Mo.,
and the records service center was closed at the end of the fiscal year. Dis-
posal authority was obtained from Congress for destruction of apprnxl_
mately 109, 788 cubic feet of nonessential records which had been main-
tained at Columbus. These transfer and destruction actions permitted the

~

release of 154,847 square feet of space at Lolumbus Ohio, which aided
the General Servrces Administration in reducing leased space by an esti-
mated $308,000.

During fiscal year 1955 approximately 122,137 cubic feet of records, ex-
clusive of the 98,960 cubic feet transferred from the VA records service
center, were transferred to bederal records centers as compared to 19,026

cubic feet transferred in fiscal year 1954. The reevaluation of file series
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of large volume which did not have retention periods, begun in 1954, also
began to pay dividends durmg thls fiscal yea.r The continuing emphasis
on reevaluation of file series together with the disposal of other none “ential
raﬁorr]c w:cnh-nr] 1n fhp dpstruvtio f an m']rhhnna] 78 Rl?)q cu bi et Of
records or a total destruction of 188,647 cubic feet of records for the fiscal
year.

Virtually no filing equipment was purchased during the year. Prlmarlly,
this was due to the accelerated emphasis on disposit i

sit
ords. Strong assistance came from curbs on the creatior

:3 ay

1
1 of records from

g

improved procedures, reports control, correspondence management, and
form and form letter control and standardization. Continued emphasis was
placed on better utilization of existing equipment and stringent controls were

put on its purchase. In those areas where there was a real need for ad-
ditional filing equipment most requisitions were filled from excess VA
equipment.

Under the records security program approximately 25 million vital and
Jrreplaceable records were microfilmed or duplicated in paper form and

placed in the security depository and relocation center. In addition, a sur-
vey was completed of all VA records to (a) insure that all records of a

vital policy or operating nature were being secured and (b) eliminate any
of the records included in the program which no longer fell within the cate-
gory of * mdlspensable records.” As a result certain add1t1ona.l ﬁle series
were determined to be indispensable, and security for these records will be
scal vear 1956

ring £
uring insca: yéar 15990.

Last year’s annual report advised that—

A nationwide engineering survey of teletype systems and telegraph services by the
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. without charge to the Government was initiated
in fiscal year 1954 by mutual agreement and invitation of the Veterans Administration
and the General Services Administration.  This survey will continue into fiscal year
1955. TItis expected that this survey will be helpful in improving operating efﬁmency
and economy, with possible realinement or consolidation of existing teletype systems.

An assistant vice president of the company and the principal engineer,
who conducted the study, rendered an ofﬁc1al report to the Administrator,

h +1 A

General Services Administration, and the Administrator of Veterans Affairs
at a meeting held in the latter’s office on October 25, 1954. Members of

the communications staffs of both agencxes were also present. The object
of the study, as reported by the engmeer, “was to determme whether the

General Services Adminisiration as satisfactorily and more economically
than under the Veterans Administration’s present method.” The engineer
recomended “that the Veterans Administration continue to operate its own
area teletypewriter systems.” The recommendation was accepted by the

Administrators of both agencies. The Administrator of the General

Services Administration requested the company’s representatives to make
a further study to determine whether the VA system could handle any of the

GSA traffic more economically.
Through modernization of station telephone systems, reductions of
600 in telephone communications equipment and service costs, and $78,

mea
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in telephone operator personnel costs, were made. Consolidation and mod-
ernization of VA area teletype systems resulted in a savings of $15,700 in
teletype communications equipment and service costs, and $32,600 in tele-
type operator personnel costs.

During the past fiscal year, considerable progress has been made in tabu-
latlng activities, §nrvr>vc. were made and tests nprfnrmerl to determine the

fea51b111ty and practlcablhty of various equlpmcnt and procedures. Changes
were made effecting economies in space and equipment, as well as improved
efficiency. At the end of the year the Veterans Administration was using
1,500 pieces of machine records equipment at 208 locations. The Depart-
ment of Insurance expanded equipment in the three district offices and the
insurance center, District of Columbla, for use in maintaining dividend
credit records. Tests are in progress to determine the advisability of extend-
ing punchcard methods to premium accounting and billing and to other
phases of the insurance program.
The Department of Medicine and Surgery extended its punchcard method
2

artment of Medicine and Surgery extended it s puncl b
of hosp1tal supply accounting to a total of 125 hospitals, consisting of 2
central locations and 103 associate stations.

The Department of Veterans Benefits was able to reduce the amount of

equipment in use by increased efficiency and a slight reduction in work-
load volume NPW annlications were made durino the vear in nosition clas-

............. applications were made during the year in position clas-
sification control, selection and transfer of XC-folders, and the supply
service pcrpetual inventory control system. A test procedure has been in-
talled in the field stations to determine the value of decentrahzlng to the

S
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ficia u1€ preparauon OI puncned car ds from the Trial Balance of General
ent a

accomplished considerable prel;m'nary

work toward estabhshmg tabulatmq work standards. This project is con-
tinuing and should further increase the efficiency of operations.

The past fiscal year marked the first full period of operatlon of the form
and form letter control and standardization program on a Iully decentralized
basis.

There was an increase during the year in the number of forms and form
letters necessary to carry on VA activities. On June 30, 1955, there were
4,701 forms in use throughout the Veterans Administration, 72 percent
of which were standardized, as compared with 4,636 at the end of the
nrevious fiscal vear., 73 nercent of which were standardized The numher

e val asias yeal, pratliin UL Wialdtal WEIT swaiilGailiZca. A 110 JULIUCK

of form letters in use on June 30, 1955, totaled 1,794, 51 percent stand-
ardized, as compared with 1,751 a year ago, 56 percent standardized.

During the year 310 new forms and form letters were standardized and
7 standardized forms and form letters no longer necessary to VA activities

75
re eliminated.
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THE VETERAN POPULATION
January 31, 1955, was the date fixed by Presidential proclamation as

rm N, {whinla
terminating f"e Korean conflict for purposes of d\.ﬁums the period (which

began June 27, 1950) during which persons in active service could acquire
ehglblhty for certain veterans’ benefits on the same basis as wartime vet-
erans. On that date there were approximately 6,748,000 living partici-

pants of the Korean confiict—3,523,000 were already veterans in civil
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life; 3,225,000 were potential veterans still in the Armed Forces. These
participants thus became the only possible members of a “closed group
The number of Korean veterans in civil life, however, will continue to in-
crease substantlally in the next several years. Asa consequence, the total
veteran population will also continue to grow, even though the number of
deaths among older veterans steadily becomes greater.

During the fiscal year, the number of veterans of all wars in civil life in-
creased by 927,000 to 21,878,000. Although the Korean veteran popula-
tion had increased by 1,103,000, that gain was partly offset by deaths of
veterans of previous wars and by returns to active duty of some World War
IT veterans. On ]une 30, 1955, the veteran population was distributed, by

war or period of service, as follows:

Total 21, 878,000
Korean conflict 4,015,000
And service in World War II 827, 000

No service in World War II 3,188,000

World War 11 15, 405, 000
And service in Korean conflict 827, 000

No service in Korean conflict 14, 578, 000

World War I 3, 150, 000
Other 135, 000
The estimated avcrage age of the 21,878,000 veterans was 38 years. That

O Lanile: woat - 1
€rage was ucavuy wcxsuu:d, howev VET, by the lmse number of ""]"“"“]"

av
oung World War IT (36 years old) and Korean conflict veterans (27 vears
old) ‘who accounted for almost 85 percent of the total veteran populauon
World War I veterans were 61 years of age and Spanish American War vet-

erans were 78 years old, on the average, at the end of the fiscal year. A

O~

total of 3,456,000 veterans of all wars were at least 55 years old; 693,000
were 65 years of age or older. These facts indicate the basis for the Vet-

erans Administration’s already s1gn1ﬁcant and constant]y increasing em-
phasis on providing suitable service and assistance to aging and aged vet-
erans as well as to the dependents of deceased veterans.

General

The Department of Medicine and Surgery expanded and improved upon
the medical services made available to eligible veterans during fiscal year
1955. Three new VA hospitals, a neuropsychiatric hospital, and 2 general
medical and surgical hospitals, were opened and an existing general medical
and surgical hospital was converted to a neuropsychiatric hospital.

The overall operating capacity in VA hospitals was increased from 117,-
032 beds on June 30, 1954, to 118 608 beds on June 30, 1955, a net gain of
1,576 beds; and the average daily patient load was increased from 103,491
in fiscal year 1954 to 106,682 in fiscal year 1955, a net gain of 3,191 patients.

ML b o f v nnn s ko M
wumber of operating beds occupied during the fiscal year averaged 91
1 ratio

in terms of accepted hospital practice.

(=T
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With the opening of additional hospital facilities, the Veterans Admin-
istration was able to reduce 1ts patient load in non-VA hospltals During

i OV mn 2l e A1 af - AL XTA L L S e XTA
LLIC 11dCal yCd.l’ LIIC AVClc 5 u‘auy PdLlC 1t au U1 Vv A pelLIeLl 1411c> 111 11Ul ¥V
hogpitals was 4,051 as corr pared with 5, 45‘% dnrmﬂ fhP previous year.

darly member load of 16 ,972 veterans, including 173 member-employees in
spltals In ddlt ion, the Veterans Adrmnlstratlon relmbursed in-

1Qu s . £ [PV I DRSS LU
2 S 1 nan-years o1 aomicuiary care 1

eterans

pitals and VA domiciliaries during the fiscal year amounted to 127,705, or
135 more than the congresswnal budget plan of 127 570.
1

1i€
refle erall reduction in ay costs. Man
ment studies were made in such areas as medrcal admlmstratlon motor
transportation, laundry service, dietetic service, procurement, warehousing,
barbermg, etc. A review of the study hndmgs by managers enabled the
effect savings so that more patients could be ireated in V
facilities with a higher standard of medical care than would otherwise ha
been possible. Improvements were made in methods of record-keeping, re-
ductions were achieved in supply inventories, and increased use was made of
surplus property 1tems. bavmgs were also effected by bulk purchasing of
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management improvement had reached employees on all working levels is
the fact that more than 5,000 work improvement and simplification ideas
were suggested by Department of Medicine and Surgery employees during
the fiscal year.

Well- bemg of VA domiciliary members was improved by a modest pro-
gram of modernization of the VA domrcrhary quarters designed to give mem-
bers a greater sense of individual privacy and personal comlort

The Veterans Administration continued the operation of its outpatient
medical clinics and hometown program for the benefit of veterans with
service-connected disabilities who required treatment that could be ef-
fectively furnished outside the hospital. Five outpatient clinics, located in
regional offices or VA offices, were transferred to local VA hospitals in
order to improve services to veterans. These consolidations permitied the
department to apply the skills of the larger specialized staffs in the hospitals
to veterans requiring such treatment on an outpatient basis. Staff con-
sultations and participation in professional meetings greatly improved
morale and service in these stations.

The outpatient dental program was considerably reduced in scope by
congressional legislation which, after December 31, 1954, limited applica-
tions for treatment of most noncompensable service-connected dental dis-
abilities to veterans who applied within 1 year after their release from active

military duty.
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The department invcstigated and initiated improved examination meth-
ods in audiology. It is ant1c1pated that the application of these new meth-
nr‘e to rnmppnsatlon anr] ppnmnn raflng mmmlnnhnnc w1“ TPQHH’ m more
equitable ratings for such disabilities.

The large number of hospitalized veteran-patients with chronic disabilities
remained a major problem. These patients, requiring long periods of hos-
pitalization, “freeze” beds, making them unavailable to other veterans on the
waiting list. To alleviate this problem, the department expanded such pro-
grams as physical medicine and rehabilitation, vocational counseling, trial
visit, foster-home care, therapeutic employment, home nursing, and medical
research directed toward geriatrics. Studies were made of patients with
chronic medical, surgical or neurologic disabilities for purposes of establish-

mg the most pﬁ'P{‘th treatment and meﬁno‘ patterns.

Committees have been established at VA hospltals where there are general
medical and surgical patients to insure that patient stay is held to a minimum
consistent with proper treatment. Analyses of length of patient stay by
these committees have uncovered management problem areas in which im-

provements are hmng made

The Veterans Administration, during the fiscal year, was accorded inter-
national recognition for its physical medicine and rehabilitation develop-
ment. Representatives of 10 foreign countries visited VA hospitals to study
the marked progress of the Veterans Administration in this field.

Newer methods and r]rngc for the treatment of the tuberculous nntlent
are being developed and tested by the Veterans Administration. One VA
hospital is currently practicing a policy of early discharge for selected tuber-
culous patients who are continuing their treatment with medication while
at home and while resuming gainful employment. New tranquilizing drugs

are also being investigated in the treatment of psychiatric patients.

Despite the opening of additional beds durmg the fiscal year, the num-
ber of patients with non-service-connected psychoses on the waiting list
continued to increase. It is unlikely that this problem can be successfully
coped with in the immediate future, since there is not only a shortage of

ha
beds for neuropsychiatric patients but also a shortage of necessary profes-

sional personnel. The department is attempting to cope with these short-
ages by expanding its extramural nonbed programs for treatment of neuro-
psychiatric patients, and by the transfer of selected stable patients from
neuropsychiatric hospitals to general medical and surgical hospitals.

ha gbaflina of n h
The staffing of new ..oayltals and retention of staffs in existing hospitals

continued to be a major problem. The shortage of staff was especially
acute in regard to physicians in various specialties, psychologists, nurses,
social workers, and physical medicine and rehabilitation personnel.

VA Hospitals and Bed Capacity

During fiscal y 55, er of operating beds in VA hospitals
was increased from 117,032 o n June 30, 1954, to 118,608 on Ju 1e 30, 1955;
an increase of 1,576 beds. The Veterans Administration operated a daily

average of 117,643 beds which were occupied by a daily average of 106,-
682 patients. The peak patient load in VA hospitals for fiscal year 1955

~=x 1NO CON i PRUPI R [N cirmnls Taliavanae: TORAR
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For the fiscal year as 2 whole, the ratio of the average daily patient load to
the total number of operating beds was 91 percent. ThlS was the same ratio
that was attained during the previous fiscal year. At the end of fiscal
year 1955, the operating beds by type in VA hospitals were distributed

as follows:

Operating beds by type of hospital
Type of bed ! b N General
Tubercu- europsy- | medical
Total losis chiatric and

surgical
Total................ ..ot 118, 608 9, 007 54, 885 54,716
Tuberculosis...........cooivvnnn.. 16,314 8, 089 2,228 5,997
Neuropsychiatric................... 61, 390 35 50, 051 11, 304
Psychotic. . ................... 52,983 8 47, 680 5,295
Other psychiatric. . ............ 4,046 13 i, 702 2,331
Neurological. ................. 4, 361 14 669 3,678
General medical and surgical 40, 904 883 2, 606 37,415

1 Beds are classified in accordance with the diagnostic classification of patients occupy-
ing or intended to occupy them.

At the close of fiscal year 1955, the Veterans Administration was oper-
“ting 173 hospitais Based on the medical type of the majority of patients
under care, there were 21 IlprlLd.lb ut:mgua.u:u as Luuercmcsis, 40 as neuro-
psychiatric, and 112 as general medical and surgical. The 173 hospitals
contained 127,605 constructed (i. e., permanent type) beds. However,
11,091 of these beds were unavallable on June 30, 1955, for reasons shown
in the following table:

Reason for unavailability Number Percent
Total unavailable beds (June 30, 1955).............. 11,091 100.0

Undergoing alteration or conversion 5
Notyetactivated !. ... ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiinnan, 2,7
Difficulty in recruiting key personnel....................... 2,2
Type of bed not required for current o perating plan 575

N N
PORwm
WO =

1 At new hospitals which are in the process of activation.

In addition to VA hospital beds, 3,117 beds in non-VA hospitals were
utilized for the care of VA patients on June 30, 1955. This number con-
stituted a reduction of 1,417 from the number utilized in non-VA hospitals
on June 30, 1954. The reduction was made possible by the improved utili-
zation of VA hospital facilities and the effective management and monitor-
ing activities of the area medical directors. The Veterans Administration
makes use of non-VA hospitals to provide hospitalization for eligible vet-
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erans in geographical areas where there is no VA hospital or where there
are insufficient beds of a particular type.

Of the 3,117 VA patients occupying beds in non-VA hospitals, 1,474 were
hospitalized outside the continental United States (e. g., in Alaska, the
Canal Zone. Guam. Hawaii. Puerto Rico. and the Renublic of the Philin-

Madigl LOLT, Fualii, 1iaWail, 1 utilU aRUC, aul wil Alpuoil 01 wac Jiaip-

pines). The table below shows the number and types of patients hos-
pitalized:

Hospitalized

Type of VA patient in non-VA hospitals | Total patients
Inside Outside
United States| United States

Total........ ... . ..., 3,117 1,643 1,474
Tuberculous. .......................... 365 104 261
Psychotic.............. ... .. ... 1, 347 945 402
Other psychiatric....................... 232 93 139
Neurological........................... 25 15 10
Medical............... ...l 928 379 549
Surgical........... ... ... 220 107 113

Average Daily Patient and Member Load

The fiscal year 1955 budget called for the care of a combined average
daily inpatient and domiciliary member load of 127,570. The Veterans
Administration, during the fiscal year, provided services to a daily average of
127,705 inpatients and domiciliary members, or 135 more than was provided
for in the fiscal year 1955 budget. The table below shows the average daily

number of inpatients and domiciliary members furnished care during fiscal
year 1955 by type of patient and type of facility.

Type of patient

All pa-
tients Psychiatric Gen-
Type of facility and eral M;‘E?f'
mem- | .. (Tuber- Neuro-| medi- | "7
bers culous Psy- logical|cal and
chotic Other surgi-
val
Total............ 127, 705110, 733/15, 551151, 926| 3, 549! 3, 99835, 709116, 972

VA hospitals—Total. .. . [{106, 855|106, 682]15, 018|49, 837| 3, 353| 3

Tuberculosis. . ..... 8,061| 8,060 7,294 6 i6 12 732 1
Neuropsychiatric....| 51, 459| 51, 328| 2, 115[45, 261| 1, 470 539| 1,943 131
General medical
and surgical. .. ...| 47, 335] 47,294] 5 609! 4, 570! 1, 867! 3, 416!31, 832 41
Non-VA hospitals !.....| 4,051 4,051 533| 2,089 196 31) 1,202......
Domiciliaries. ......... 16,799, . oo ov e 16, 799

i Patients hospitalized in non-VA hospitals as VA beneficiaries.
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Opening and Closing of Hospitals

During fiscal year 1955, the Veterans Administration opened 3 new hos-
pitals, and redesignated 1 general medical and surgical hospital as a neuro-

psychiatric hospital as shown in the table below. No VA hospitals were
closed during the fiscal year.

VA hospitals Type l‘).;%nzg;:gg'

New hospitals opened:

Sepulveda, Calif.................. Neuropsychiatric. . ........ 956
Pittsburgh, Pa.................... General medical and sur-
gical................... 742
New York, N.Y................. General medical and sur-
gical .. ...ooiei., 1,238
Old hospital redesignated:
Jefterson Barracks, Mo............ Neuropsychiatric. .. ....... 815

Ultimately upon completion of the present building program, the Veterans
Administration plans to operate 174 hospitals. As of June 30, 1955, it was
expected that the Veterans Administration would have an ultunate bed

cap acuy OI 140,/01 constructed beds. This number is Sllgntly less than the
num

mber of constructed beds nunng to the fact that a number of

obsolete beds are scheduled for elimination in the ultimate program.

As of June 30, 1955, the program for changes in the constructed bed capa-
city in VA hospitals was as follows:

Scheduled changes in constructed
bed capacity
Con- Net
Stﬁjcu?d ultimate
beds in Beds to be added rir by
Status as of June 30, 1955 OE;:;;::lgs Beds to | of con-
as of . | By con. | P€closed| structed
June 30, I By addi- v?:,rsi on |0 oper-| beds
1955 nnew | tionto | -7 . | ating
hospitalsjoperating| . hospitals
: hospitals| 7128 :
tion
Total............... 127,605 | 4,000 | 1,002 302 | 6,128 | 126,781
Hospitals in operation. . . .. 127,605 |........ 1,002 302 6,128 | 122,781
New hospitals under con-
struction. ........... ... [ ... L P Y PO 0
Hospitals not yet under
construction ., . ..........|.. 0 O 4, 000

Durine fiscal vear 1955, admissions of VA natients s VA

A Udilig iStal yLal 1oJJ, auliiussiviis Ul Via Pabxblu,o VA ana non-va

hospltals totale 498,187 and discharges totaled 494, 668 These figures ex-
clude patients placed on or returning from leave and trial visit, transfers

L
!

d
~
>
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among VA hospitals, and transfers between VA and non-VA hospitals.

The turnover rate for patients in VA and non-VA hospitals for fiscal

year 1955 increased slightly over fiscal year 1954. The average monthly
turnover rate was 37 percent during fiscal year 1955 as compared with 36
percent during fiscal year 1954. However, the turnover rate was con-
s1derably below the peak rate of 45 percent for fiscal year 1950. The de-

funrn feral vanr 108N hao hoen chiafly due to the

e 11Ul1l 119 alk )’Lﬂ]. dJJV 1lad JLvuLill blll\,ll’ MUL WU ouae
patients with chronic disabilities requiring extended
s psychosis, tuberculosis, etc.

crease in L' INover

ra
“freezing’ * of beds by

hospitalization such

~d
L

®

Waiting List

amt

Uespltc the openlng of additiona

on the waiting list increased. Thi

among veterans with psychosis.

At the close of fiscal year 1955, the number of eligible applicants await-
ing VA hospitalization totaled 21,297 as compared with 20,765 at the end
of the previous fiscal year. None of the 21,297 applicants were awaiting

hospltahzatmn for a service-connected disability. More than one-half of

those waiting, 11,418, were already hospitalized in non-VA facilities but
not as VA beneficiaries. The waiting list at the end of each quarter for fiscal
years 1954 and 1955 is shown below:

QAT
S5

Fiscal year
Date
1954 1955
SePt. B0, o 17,113 | 19,636
DEC. 3Lttt e e 17,856 | 19,614
Mar, 3L, e e e 20,892 | 23,833
June 30. ... e 20,765 | 21,297

Of the 21,297 applicants on the waiting list on June 30, 1955, 266 were
tuberculous cases and 3,694 were general medical and surgical cases. More
than 80 percent, or 17,337 applicants, were neuropsychlatrlc cases, whlch
3m 2] 31 1A A2 el ndlag MTha vsivnkbka £ anccrnlhindnin nncns mn 4ha ciond
imciudaea 17,209 Pb yCriOtiCs. 111€ NUInoer o1 Pb)’blu.d,l.ll.b Cadtd OIl LLIcC Wd.l\--

ir g list has been inr_‘rf_-aqing since World War IT1. Meeung the bed remnre-
ments of these patients has been difficult since the opening of additional
psychiatric beds is largely dependent upon the recruitment of qualified pro-

fessional personnel who are currently in shortage categorlcs

ML o dennand 2 2l o P Ry P LI By JERUNPNI - PRSI, RS N LIS

1 I1C uUcenuda .l 1 Ul€ numoer O1 Cllgll)lt: Ppll(, lll.b awa 1 111 bcucuuuug 1010
hospitalization for the period December 1950 through June 1955 is shown
in the following chart:
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" ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR HOSPITAL ADMISSION—BY TYPE OF

PATIENT
END OF MONTH
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I<TOTAL
25 25

" \ 7~ N\, /
20 [ / 20
\ ’I \ // —_——
NP o\
15 — ~~ - 15
_/——/ p/
e
i N
0 auac 10
P
N,
/ N,
~~ ety / \‘ .
e’ NS / R | ™ £ s
"~, / \ P H N\ =
~—~—d’ TB ‘\ /f ‘»s‘\_‘-l N
.""'o.o,oc."'o.....oT"".. ~——
.
otiitiiteiilig i||.-......,....|!.7f’.? i¥telocdoetoedeein
) M J S D M D J S [v] M J S ) M J
'50 1951 L |952 -L 1953 L 1954 L 1955

It is the policy of the Veterans Administration to furnish prompt hos-
pltahzanon to veterans requiring care for service-connected disabilities.

..... Loral vann 1066 sha simahon of o
uuuug fiscai year 1953, tne number of such cases on the waltmg list was

negligible. For the last 6 months of fiscal year 1955, the VA hospitals re-
ported that there were no veterans with service-connected disabilities on
the waiting list.

VA Patients in Hospitals

The expansion of the VA hospital program is reflected in the chart on
page 1 18 which shows the number of natients in VA and non-VA hvsp itals at

which shows the number of pa Al
the end of each fiscal year from 1922 through 1955.

A VA patient census is taken annually. On the date of the last census,
November 30, 1954, there were 111,820 patients occupying beds in VA and
non-VA hospitals. As can be seen from the following table, 45.8 percent

of the patients were veterans of World War I1, 39.2 percent were veterans of

OI i€ pauenis w ciliail

World War I, and 14.4 percent were patlents with other periods of service.
There were also a small number (0.6 percent) of nonveterans. The latter
are patients hospitalized under authority other than that of veterans’ en-
titlement. Most of the nonveterans were military personnel on active duty.

A small number of nonveterans were Pv_cpﬂnnpmpn of Allied Nations or

beneficiaries of the Bureau of Employees’ Compensation.
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Period of service for VA pd.LlCIlLb rcrndlnlng in llOSpl[alS Number of Percent
Nov. 30, 1954 patients of total
Al . 111, 820 100.0
Korean conflict (service on or after June 27, 1950)...... 9, 740 8.7
World War I1...... ... ... ... . .. . . 51, 148 45.8
WorldWar I................. ... ... .. i 43, 822 39.2
Other Wars.......coorii it e i, 2, 482 2.2
Peacetime. ... ... ... 3,942 3.5
NoONVEterans. . ..o ot ottt ittt i e 686 0.6
VA PATIENTS IN VA AND NON-VA HOSPITALS
END OF FISCAL YEAR
THOUSAND THOUSAND
1o
100 - //////// ,////// 100

TOTAL VA PATIENTS -~

60 60

50 % 50

40 Z a0

30 i - 30

2B UL
20 N 20

'22 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 ‘55

Approximately 3 percent of all VA p Pauum were being cared for in non-
VA hospitals. Onlv 1 percent were in hospitals under the jurisdiction of

other Federal Government agencies, and approxxmatcly 2 percent werc
hospitalized in other public or nonpublic hospitals.
Of the VA patients in VA and non-VA hospltal s on November 30,1954,

NGRS SETSS
32.6 percent were 45 years of age or over. Among patients hospitalized
en his

1
with a general medical or surgical condition, 60.6 percent in older
age group, while among tuberculous patients, only 444 percent were 43 years
of age or over. The most significant change since last year in the age dis-
tribution of the VA patient load is found in the increased number of patients
who were 65 years of age or over.  The number of these elderly patients in-
creased from 10,478 (9.5 percent of the total patients on November 30,
1953) to 12,488 ( 11.2 percent of the total patlents on November 30, 1954).

This increase in the number of aged in our hospital population was evi-
dent in each of the “type of patient” categories. The distribution of all VA
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patients in VA and non-VA hospitals by age group and type of patient is
shown in the following table:

Percent of VA patients remaining in hospitals,
Nov. 30, 1954
(Type of patient)
Age
|
... | General
All Tuber- Psy_chxatrlc medical
patients culous |3Rd neuro- and
logical surgical
=~ ulBlLdl
18 andover............... ... .. 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0
25 and OVer. ... vvvi e 95.5 92.5 96. 4 94.9
35andover. ..., 72.9 67.8 71.8 77. 4
45andover.........c. i 52.6 44. 4 50. 2 60. 6
S55and over. .. ... 42.9 32.3 41.7 49.8
65andover.............. ... ... 11.2 6.6 10.0 15.3

Diagnostic Composition of VA Patient Load

The VA patient load may be subdivided into the following four major
categories: psychiatric, neurological, tuberculosis, and general medical and
surgical. The following table shows the distribution of VA patients in VA
and non-VA hospitals on November 30, 1954, by diagnostic category and

aliG NON-V /A 1nOspitaiss Ul ANUVEIIOLL OV, 1J07T, Qiagilostil Lalty 4l

period of service.

. . N All - World World
Diagnostic groupings patients 1 Korean War 11 War I

Total number of patients hospitalized.| 111,820 9,740 51, 148 43, 822

Percent of patients hospitalized for
all conditions . . . ................ 160. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Psychiatric. ....................... 53.3 43.9 54.1 53.1
Psychoses. .................... 49.7 38.1 49.2 51.3
Other psychiatric. . ............ 3.6 5.8 4.9 1.8
psychia .. 3. 4. 1.8
Neurological . . . ................... 4.4 6.6 4.3 4.0
Tuberculosis. . ..................... 12. 6 18.9 14.8 9.5
General medical and surgical........ 29.7 30.6 26.8 33.4
Cardiovascular. . .............. 5.5 1.8 3.5 8.4
Digestive. ... 4.8 4.9 5.4 4.5
Cancer and tumor. . ........... 3.8 2.6 2.7 5.4

Arthritis and other musculo-
skeletal . .................... 3.2 4.2 3.8 2.5
Accidents.................. ... 2.6 5.6 2.8 1.7
Respiratory. . ................. 2.4 2.4 1.8 3.0
Genito-urinary . . .............. 1.8 1.8 1.3 | 2.2
Skin.........ccoiiiiii 1.2 i.9 1.4 1.0
Allother...................... 4.4 5.4 4.1 4.7

|

1 Includes 6,424 veterans of “‘other wars’’ and peacetime service and 686 nonveterans.
2 Veterang wnh active gervice on or after Tune 27, 1950, who were hocmtahzed under

cicrang witn acil JUu

provisions of Public Law 28, 82d Cong.
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More than half of the patients were under treatment for psychiatric con-
ditions. An additional 13 percent were under treatment for tuberculosis
and 4 percent were under care ‘ Th
tion of those patients hospital
tions were under care for cardlovascular dlsorders cancers and tumors,
arthritis and other musculoskeletal conditions, or diseases of the dlgestlve
A'rn’ng veterans of all three major war groups, the majority f patients

1 ps 1 1

lized for psychiatric conditions. In comparison with veterans

of both World War I and World II, the veterans hospitalized under Public
Law 28 (Korean conflict) had a smaller percentage receiving care for
psychlatrlc conditions and a higher percentage recelvmg care for tuber-

1 XA7 1 AT

sis h of hospitalized veterans of World War II and

'T‘l A
LUlUblb 110¢
World War I re hiatric treatment was about the same (53 per-

cent). Almost 15 percent of the hospitalized World War II veterans were
under care for tuberculosis as compared to only 10 percent of the hos-
pltahzed World ar I veterans.

t

erans in the various war groups was the most important
n or the ohserved differences in the distribution
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of pa atients under care for general medical and surgical conditions by
diagnostic class. Among World War I general medical and surglcal
patients, the largest groups were under care for cardiovascular disorders and

AT AT

among nospltauzea World War Ii veterans, the largest

ment for disorders of the digestive system and for

o T

arthritis and other musculoskeletal conditions; while among veterans en-
titled to hospitalization under Public Law 28, the largest groups were under
care for conditions resulting from accidents and from diseases of the diges-

tive system.
The availability of beds and ¢

ty
1€ avalapuit y of

€ 1
group also influences the diagnostic composition of the VA patient load.
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Eligibility Status of the VA Patient Load

More than 40 million patlen days of spltal care were provided by the
Veterans Administration during fiscal yez By taking a census on a
e davs of care allocated

t.ypi al da 1y, it is possible to obtain e ays

B pPOssiie 10 OLa

each of the various eligibility categone of patients. The chart on page
21 contains data descriptive of the patient load in VA and non-VA hospitals
on November 30, 1954.

PR A toa
i hc ‘v’ctcx ans Admi ustr'

law and regulation with the

parate groups of patients:

1t
1) Those requlrmg tr eatment for service-connected disabilities;

cu



-
Lk
un
un

N

1

VA PATIENTS IN VA AND NON-VA HOSPITALS
NOVEMBER 30, 1954

W

?/ A// \ enconoiTioNs:
I. VETERANS TREATED FOR “v 1. UNCONDITIONALLY
SC DISABILITIES

2. VETERANS WITH COMPENSABLE

Ton wac OisROLITIES oMY W//%////////%

2. ELIGIBLE IF BED IS AVAILABLE

/\_/\

3. VETERANS TREATED FOR
GHRONIC NSG DISABILITIES

> 3. ELIGIBLE IF BED IS AVAILABLE
AND UNABLE TO PAY

VETEBANS TREATED FOR PRESUMED
VETERANS TREAVED FUW res

“NON =CHRONIC * NSC DISABILITIES , AND

4. IN RECEIPT OF OR FILED FOR
A VA PENSION

5. FILED CLAIM FOR VA COMPENSATION

6. FILED NO GLAIM FOR VA COM- ;"::’
PENSATION OR PENSION 1 — e I
7. NONVETERANS XD “~ 4. NONVETERANS WITH SPECIFIC

ENTITLEMENT

i/ INCLUDES VETERANS WHOSE COMPENSATION AND PENSION STATUS WAS NOT. REPORTED {0.i% OF TOTAL

(3) Other veterans with wartime service who require treatment for a non-
service-connected condition; and

(4) Nonveterans with specific entitlement.

A total of 45.9 percent of the hospitalized patients were known to have
service-connected disabilities. This group may be divided into:

(1) 38 percent who were receiving care for their service-connected con-
ditions; and

(2) 7.9 percent who had known service-connected compensable disabil-
ities but were being treated for non-service-connected disabilities.

An additional small group of patients classified as nonveterans (0.6 per-
cent) were under care on the date of the census. These were mamly mili-
tary personnel who had been transferred into VA hospitals from military in-
stallations and who were in the process of being separated from the Armed
Forces to continue care for their service-connected disabilities as veterans.
They are classed as nonveterans until actual separation from the Armed
Forces.
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The remainder of the patient load (53.5 percent) were receiving treat-
ment for non-service-connected disabilities as of the date of the census.
These patients before admission had indicated by an affidavit that they were

vnah]p to defrav the cact of hamitalization and if admitted cince Novamhar

1able to defray the cost of hospitalization, and, if admitted since November
4, 1953, supported this affidavit with a statement of their assets.
A major part of the non-service-connected group, equal to 32.8 percent
_of the entire patient load, was comprised of patients under treatment for
“chronic” disabilities. These are patients under care for tuberculosis,

psychosis, or some other condition which had kept them in a hospital for at

least 90 days. Many had been hospitalized more than 10 years at the time
the census was taken.

Certain observations may be made with regard to the 20.7 percent of the
patients treated for non-service-connected disabilities who are presumably

" ; .
“nonchronic.”  Almost half (9.4 percent of all VA patients) were patients

who were in receipt of or who had formally applied for a VA pension for
a non-service-connected disability. To receive or to be eligible for a VA
pension carries a double connotation of medical indigency: (1) the veteran
ave a condition which is permanently and totally disabling and which

..1.h the earning of a livelihood, and (2) the veteran cannot have

an income in excess of $1,400 if single, or in excess of $2,700 if with de-
pendents. While these pensioned veterans had been hospitalized for less
than 90 days on the day of the census, it appears likely that because of their
disabilities the majority of them will probably require prolonged or repeated
hosnitalization. More than one-half of these veterans were hospitalized

spitalization. More than one-half these veterans were hospitalized
for one of the following chronic diseases: cardiovascular disease, cancer,
neurological disease, or arthritis.

Another segment of this group which comprised 1.2 percent of the VA

101

patient load consisted of veterans who had filed a claim for compensation for

a service-connected disability. The adjudication of the claim in favor of the

veteran would change his classification to service-connected.

There remains 10.1 percent of the VA hospital load for whom none of
the conditions described above apply. These were patients who had been
in hospital for treatment of a non-service-connected condition less than 90

o =
s
Y]
U)

) , )
days.  Experience has shown, however, that about one-fifth of them are

actually patients with “chronic” illness, i. e., patients who will require more
than 90 days of hospital care before their discharge.

Length of Stay

L

e VA natient lna 15
e VA patient load >

by the fact that 64.6 percent of the patients in VA hospitals on November
30, 1954, had already been on the hospital rolls for more than 90 days,
and 49 percent had been hospltahzed for more than 1 year. As shown in the

table on page 23, almost one-third of all patients in VA hospitals had been

on the hosnital rolle for maore than 5 ve
on e AAvuyll.uL (8231 (!

nature of t
ature ot th
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Percent of VA patients remaining in VA hospitals for
specified number of years as of Nov. 30, 1954
Type of patient More than (years)
1 year
or
20 | 15 | 10 | 5 3 2 1 less
All patients. . . . .. 8.3 (12.8 ] 19.8 | 32.8 | 38.1 | 41.9 | 49.0 51.0
Tuberculosis........... O] .2 .6 2.7 6.4 10.7 | 29.2 70.8
Psychiatric and neuro-
logical.............. 14.4 | 22.1 | 34.0 | 56.0 | 64.1 | 69.4 | 76.7 23.3
Psychotic.......... 16.7 | 25.5 ] 39.2 | 63.9 | 72.6 | 78.1 | 85.2 14.8
Other psychiatric. .. .4 .8 1.9 5.1 8.2 10.6 ] 16.5 83.5
Neurological . ...... .2 .5 1.7 8.1]14.2]19.6 | 30.0 70.0
General medical and
surgical. ............ 1 .1 .2 6 1.1 1.7 3.8 96. 2

1 Less than 0.05 percent.

Of the total World War I veterans hospitalized in VA hospitals on No-
vember 30, 1954, 67.2 percent had already been hospitalized for more than
90 days as compared with 63.7 percent for World War II veterans and only

___________ PRoR P

’J 4 per(,cnl’, lor veilerans CIl[lLlCd to llUbPlLdlILdLlUll U.I.IU.CI .['U.UU.L LAd.W
8.

While only 10.6 percent of the patients admitted during calendar year
1954 required more than 90 days of hospital treatment, the fact that al-
most one-half of the patlents in VA hospitals have been on the hospital rolls

over 1 year provides an insight into tk

increasing numbers of patients admitt

cicasiig NUINDCS panc

seases make in gradually reducing the number of beds available for the
admission of new patients. This reduction takes place among all diag-
nostic components of the patient load.

The length of hospital stay of a VA patient is the number of days be-
tween admission and discharge, exclusive of days spent on hospital leave
or trial visit, but including time spent on passes of 3 days or less. The
median length of stay is the duration of hospital care required by the
“median patient ” Half of a _group of admissions require less hospital
care than the “median patient,” and conversely, half require hospital care
for longer than the median length of stay.

The estimated median length of stay for all admissions of VA patients
during calendar year 1954 was 20.5 days. This figure as well as the data
presented in tables 16 through 18 was obtained from a 25-percent sample
of admissions of VA patients to VA and non-VA hospitals during Jan-
uary through April 1954. However, the overall median length of stay
does not adequately differentiate the length of stay requirements for various
classes of patients. The total admissions must be subdivided into the

no

)

siow but progressive 111r04ds that
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various war groups and into at least five major diagnostic groups in order
to obtain a better understanding of hospital stay.

The median lenoth of nfr)" nF VA nafvpnf admitted 111 rino calendar
The median length of stay VA patients admitted during calendar
year 1954 varied widely according to the disability group of the patient

Median lengths of stay of 27, to 3 months were found for 2 types of patients,
the psychotic (75.8 days) and the tuberculous (88.8 days) ; while median

lengths of stay of less than 1 month were observed for the other 3 major
tvpes of b neurological (27.2 days), other psychiatric (23.9 days)

types of patients: neurological (27.2 days), other psychiatric o aays),
and general medical and surgical (18.5 days).

A more complete picture of the differences in hospital stay occurring
among the various diagnostic groups is obtained from an examination of
the data in the chart below, which describes the lcngth of stay for each

t¢ 1n terms of the nercent of admicciane haanitalized
Categsp' Gf l.lal.len LD Al lblllla UJ. Liie tlbj.\;\;lll,ase v auxll;sa;uxxo LLUDHII.CI.IALL/U

for longer than a specified period. For example, this chart shows that
while patients treated for a neurological disability had a median stay of
only 27.2 days, one-fourth of these patients required more than 2 months
of hospital care, and 7 percent required more than 7 months of hospitaliza-
tion. Similarly, patients hospitalized for general medical and surgical
conditions, ordinarily considered to be short-term patients, had a median
length of stay of only 18.5 days. However, at least 5.3 percent of VA
patients admitted for general medical and surgical disabilities can be
classified as having had a chromc illness since these patients required
more than 90 d

more inan J

PERCENT OF VA PATIENTS ADMITTED TO VA AND NON-VA HOSPITALS, JANUARY THROUGH
APRIL 1954, WHO WERE REMAINING IN HOSPITAL AFTER SPECiFiEE NUMBER OF DAYS

¥*

OF HOSPITALIZATION
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The relationship of a patient’s age to the duration of his hospitalization
is demonstrated strikingly in the comparison of the median hospital stay
of the younger Korean and World War II veterans with that of the older
Worid War I and other group. The median stay for World War I and other
general medical and surgical patients was 23.2 days, while the similar cate-
gory of World War II patients had a median stay of 16.6 days. Korean
veterans admitted for a general medical or surgical condition required a
median hospital stay of 13.1 days. While the median stay for general
medical or surgical patients increased with age, the opposite effect was noted
for veterans admitted for a psychotic condition. For this type of patient,
World War I and other veterans had a median stay of 39.9 days, World
War II veterans, 77.8 days, and Korean veterans, 129.4 days.

Considerable caution should be exercised in drawing conclusions from
these data. It is not justified, for example, to conclude that the prognosis
for a specific type of psychotic patient is better as his age advances. In fact,
the reverse has been demonstrated by other studies. The relationship be-
tween the median length of stay for psychotic patients and their age is at-

tributable in large part to the fact that a larger proportion of the psychoses

afflicting the older veterans comprise the organic psychoses, such as arterio-
sclerotic, alcoholic, and senile psychoses. Patients with organic psychoses
generally have a shorter hospital stay than do patients with functional
psychoses.

Operating Expense of VA Hospitals
During the ﬁrcf 11 months of fiscal year 1955, the per diem cost of patient
care declined owing to (1) the smaller number of new hospitals which re-

quired stafﬁng in advance of patient admission as compared with the pre-
vious year; (2) a proportlonately greater increase of patient load at all hos-

1T /0N

pll.cub as compared with the increase of employment; and (3) better utiliza-

tion of manpower and materials ag a recult of 2 Contmums program for

management improvement. However, the retroactive adjustment of the
Federal Employees Salary Increase Act of 1955, Public Law 94, 84th Con-
gress, which was applied during the month of June 1955, increased the fiscal

| MR

year cost of hospital operation by appromrnately 2 percent.
A comparison of the average per diem cost in VA hospitals. by

© nr\
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pital, dunng fiscal years 1954 and 1955 is shown in the table belo

o A
< OI 108-

Fiscal year
Type of hospital 1955
1954 . .

Cumulative | Cumulative

to May 311 | to June 30 2
All hospitals. ....................... $14.05 $13. 64 $13.93
Neuropsychiatric. . ............coooeun.... 9. 38 8.84 8.99
Tuberculosis. . . .« o ovvvovs e 15. 69 15. 48 15. 86
General medical and surgical,.............. 18. 80 18.52 18.95

! Excludes Federal employees’ pay raise.
% Includes retroactive Federal employees’ pay raise.
369269—56——3
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Accompanying the overall reduction in per diem costs, there was also a
narrowing in the range of per diem costs among hospitals which indi-
cated more effective management. The table below shows these changes
in range by type of hospital.

Hospitals 1 Highest Lowest " Difference

Tuberculosis:

Fiscal year 1954.................... $20. 44 $13. 56 $6. 88

Fiscal year 1955.............. ... ... 18.73 14. 02 4.71
Neuropsychiatric:

Fiscal year 1954.................... 19. 21 7.00 12. 21

Fiscal year 1955............. .. ..... 15.99 7. 11 8. 88
General medical and surgical:

Fiscal year 1954.................... 31. 81 213, 47 18. 34

Fiscal year 1955.................... 26. 83 213,27 13. 56

1 Excludes new hospitals which required staffing prior to acceptance of patients and
full activation. Also excludes the Minot, N. Dak., VA hospital where admissions were
being limited owing to lack of adequate staff,

2 These per diem costs are for Mountain Home, Tenn., VA hospital, Fort Thomas,
Ky., VA hospital is excluded from the table because the type of patients at this hospital
require staffing which approximates that of domiciliaries. The per diem cost for Fort
Thomas VA hospital for fiscal year 1955 was $8.11.

These per diem costs are computed on the basis of a cost definition apply-
ing to all Federal hospitals. They are based on the actual cost of inpatient
care provided during fiscal year 1935 without regard to appropriation or
to appropriation year. They do not measure the cost of operation of all
functions and services but are restricted to those costs associated with the
provision of inpatient care. The costs excluded pertain to such items as
maintenance and operation of personnel quarters, research, education
and training of hospital personnel, outpatient services, capital expendi-
tures including major repairs, subsistence, and laundry furnished to em-
ployees, etc.

The patient-day cost of VA hospitals is often compared with that of
private hospital systems. However, these costs are not comparable for
the following major reasons:

(1) The patient-day costs of VA hospitals include physicians and other
special professional services which are not generally included in the pa-
tient-day costs of private hospitals where patients frequently procure these
services from their own private practitioners and private nurses.

(2) Most VA hospitals treat patients of all diagnostic types (tuber-
culous, neuropsychiatric, and general medical and surgical) ; private hos-
pitals generally care for patients of only one major type and consequently
require less varied personnel and facilities.

(3) VA hospitals are required to maintain administrative staff to de-
termine the legal eligibility of patients and to maintain required govern-
mental records.
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(4) VA hospitals include in their per diem cost, pharmacy, X-ray, labo-
ratory, and other specialized services which are not always provided by
private hospitals.

{5) VA hospitals provide a more extensive rehabilitation program than
most private hospitals. The emphasis in VA hospitals is on functional and
social rehabilitation rather than mr]v ambulation and evacuation.

(6) Private hospitals generally do not maintain uniform bookkeeping,
cost accounting, and statistical records. The units of service which in ag-
gregate are undergoing cost comparisons are not generally standardized

in regard to quality and extent.

Finance

During the fiscal year, the integration of the various accounting systems
such as cost, property, allotment, supply fund, and general ledger was fur-
ther advanced. A notable improvement is that the accounting and re-
porting systems will now segregatc those items of expense which are budg-
e[eu at one 10(,(1[1011 or d.(,IlVlty dIl(l appucu to d.IlUl.llCI.
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year plan established by management.

This improvement enhances the value of the accounting and reporting
system as a management tool, since the cost of operations may be more
easily observed. This method stimulates cost consciousness and cost re-
sponsibility at all operating levels. It further aids management since an
excessive rate of fund usage becomes quickly evident, and management
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requirements for ensuing fiscal years is simplified.

The use of machines for posting the records was expanded so that the
entire cost accounting operation can now be performed by accounting ma-
chines. As a result, the accumulative costs for each program are now
readily ascertainabie on a daily basis.

The VA medical prograin was credited with $3 222,76J applupuath‘)ﬁ
reimbursements during fiscal year 1955. Appropriation reimbursements
are collections for commodities or services furnished to the VA canteens,
other Government or private agencies, or non-VA beneficiaries and which by
law may be credited directly to appropriations.

Of these reimbursements, $4,306,159 were derived from Federal sources

and $3,916, 604 from non-Federal sources. The principal Federal sources
mcaramialind s G

LIS I SRR SR A P A Arbnabiant An £ lawiag
WErE IElMpbUursements 1or nospital anda outpatient Care Iurnisnea oeneiiciares
of other Federal nnrpnmpc nd sales of service hv VA hnqhﬂ'ak to VA
of other rederal agencles and sales of servic to \.

canteens. Relmbursements from non-Federal sources consisted of collections
for medical care, including hospitalization of patients not legally entitled to
such care without reimbursement, e. g., veterans of Allied Nations and emer-
gency cases, and proceeds from hospitalization insurance contracts. The
major portion of these reimbursements fell into the latter category.
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Management Development Studies

The operation of each hospital is reviewed quarterly to assure conform-
ance with approved budgetary plans and to accomplish timely adjustments
in these plans. Whenever costs exceed planned levels, or if planned operat-
ing levels are not maintained and there has been no corresponding reduction
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The cost reports, and other data available through the reporting system,
were used during the fiscal year to furnish field stations with a series of
special studies giving comparative data on specific activities. Managers
were asked to review and report significant improvements through staffing
adjustments, functional realinements, procedural and organizational
changes, and reductions in cquipment requirements.

Among these cost studies was one concerned with medical administration.
This study which covered the hospital registrar divisions and clerical staffing
in professional services, provided comparative data on costs, staffing, and
various factors which influenced staffing requirements. Following a review
of these data, the hospitals reported staffing reductions totaling 190 persons.

Another study concerned motor transportation. Following a review of
1 and de
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service, procurement, warehousmg and vouchering, 1nd1gency costs, llbrarles,
and barbering.
Monetary savings resulting from all these studies are estimated at $2,-
300,000. Through these savings stations were able to meet operating goals
a

and carry affarticva +rantmm me within hondootarmr limnita
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tions by transferring needed funds to activities more directly related to
patient care.
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nrmhnnq in the labor market where the Pmn]nvmenf exists. .
some 36,000 Department of Medicine and Surgerv employees formerly in
crafts, protective, and custodial (CPC) positions, and a few in general
schedule (GS) positions were placed into a wage administration program.
As a result, many of these employees experienced an increase in their
salaries. Owing to a proviso in the law, no incumbent of a position which

had hean naid at 2 waoce rata hicher than tha nravailine r
AACANL WAL yuzu @l @ VY usu rTave 1116‘1\41 LiIkCALL VARG Plbv“lll]ls i

of pay.
The task of providing for the new wage program required considerable
planning. Approximately 135 labor market areas had to be defined and 313
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separate wage schedules had to be developed. Seminars conducted in 6
areas were attended by more than 150 personnel employees to train them in
basic wage administration techniques and principles.

The number of full-time employees in the Department of Medicine and
Surgery as of June 30, 1955, is shown in the table below:

Hospital | 2omi- | QOut- All
ospital | 5 .
Type of personnel Total Staff | activi- | Ciliary | patient | other
ties activi- | activi- | activi-
ties ties ties 1
Total.............. 129,176 | 1,807 114,642 | 2,741 | 7,213 2,773
Physicians................ 4,459 67 | 3,470 45 877 0
Dentists.................. 849 16 517 20 296 0
Nurses.........o......... 14,593 18 | 14,376 56 143 0
All other personnel........ 109,275 | 1,706 | 96,279 { 2,620 | 5,897 2,773
1 QT Foe i | PTG o PP PSS S L (U [ (. S SO e |
uuyl.uy UCPUW’ V cicraln \Jdlll.ccll UC]. VL < CVUIVILIS ilunu, buP}}ly 1TvulvL 15 i1uira, auu

capital expansion program.

Nore.—Adjustments have not been made for personnel in common service divisions.
Personnel in these divisions serve more than 1 appropriation or program but are reported
where they are organizationally assigned, that is, where their personal service costs are
initially charged.

To supplement these full-time personnel, extensive use was made of
personnel on a part-time basis during the year. During fiscal year 1955,
the department utilized 5,100 man-years of part-time employment.

One of the factors contrlbutmg to the high standard ot VA medical care
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and attendines in VA hosnitals anr] PO"Inna] offices. These nnqunn(’]vno‘

professional personnel were utilized at stations where recruitment dlmcul-
ties existed, or where it was not economical to maintain full-time staffs rep-
resenting all the required specialties and subspecialties. Consultants also
provided services in developing and assisting with the teaching, training,
and research programs. During the fiscal year, consultant and attending
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ice, the equivalent of 1,184 man-years of employment.

The recruitment of personnel for shortage category positions continued
to be a major problem during the year. These shortages involved, among
others, physicians, dentists, nurses, psychologists, dietitians, social workers,
and physical medicine and rehabilitation personnel. The intensive re-
cruitment program was implemented during fiscal year 1955 by measures
such as (1) recruitment in certain categories at salaries above the usual
beginning pay; (2) training programs to provide personnel for shortage
category positions; and (3) emphasis on personnel contacts between the

Department of Medicine and Surgery and universities and colleges.
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The difficulty in recruiting is shown in the table below. More vacancies
existed for full-time physicians and nurses at the end of fiscal year 1955 than
at the end of the previous year.

Number of vacant positions !
Type of vacancy
June 30, 1954 | June 38, 1955
Physicians—Total . .......... ... ... ... ... ... 257 296
Administration. . ........... i 5 8
Medicine. . ........ ... .. ool 39 53
Pathology............ ... ... ... ... 21 9
Physical medicine and rehabilitation........... 10 16
Psychiatry and neurology.................... 98 125
Radiology............. .. ... . i 14 20
Surgery and subspecialties.................... 47 56
Tuberculosis. .. ... 23 9
Dentists. . ... ... .. .. . e 4 1
Medical residents. . ........ ... .. ... ... o 254 330
Medical interns. .. ......... ... .. . i 0 5
NUISES. .ttt 397 729
Nurse anesthetists. . .................... ... ... 3 9

i Inciudes omy vacancies that may be filied within current DuGgCI ailowances.

The number of vacancies reported is less than the actual need for indi-
cated types of personnel, since only vacancies for which personnel can be
supported by current budget allowances are reported. Physicians in psy-

a

chiatru and nanraloov acconnted for annrovimatelv 49 nercent of the total
chiatry and neurciogy accouniec Ior approximalely percent of the total

physician vacancies as of June 30, 1955. Actually, the need for these phy-
sicians is even greater since requests for psychiatrists and neurologists are
related to the maximum number recruitable rather than to the number con-
sidered necessary for the definitive medical care of patients.

Nurine tha ficeal vear a nlan wae develaned for raviewine and evalu-
Lunng tne nsCax yéar, a pian was GEVEiCpEa Ior reévitwing anc cva:u

ating the performance of managers at all Departments of Medicine and
Surgery field installations as of June 30 each year.

mr Ty

The Department of Medicine and Surgery must conduct research activi-
ties in order to provide better patient care. The research program in a
hospital serves both as a stimulus to the medical staff and provides an in-
centive for recruitment. The results of medical research improve the
health and medical care of the veteran-patient and secondarily supply
new and important scientific information. ‘The best patient care is usuaily
provided in those hospitals wherein research and education activities
are an integral part of the patient-care program.

The medical research program of the Veterans Administration has
reached a point in its development where it can meet its particular respon-
sibilities for the conduct of research which to a large extent is based on the
medical and surgical problems of the veteran-patient. Emphasis on re-
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search in neurology, psychiatry and tuberculosis has been accompanied by

a wholesome increase in the quanuty and quallty of researcn aCHVltlES deal-

ing with thaca dicancac Clannarative ae well ac individual research i now
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under way in a large number of VA hospitals.

It should be recognized that the Veterans Administration has a serious
responsibility in medical research due to the problems associated with:

(1) The large numbers of hospitalized veterans with a variety of dis-

ancne that ara nat wall rindaretand and for which thera ic no effective
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treatment.

(2) The large number of veterans receiving compensation or pension
for medical disabilities.

(3) Disabilities and diseases of an aging veteran popuiation.

.
Thana hao ha a onifirant insvanca in tha numhar Af veatarance with
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diseases of the circulatory system, cancer and other tumors, arthritis and
musculoskeletal discases, as well as diseases of the digestive system. The
increasing age of veterans is the most important single factor accounting
for differences in the distribution of patients with general medical and
surgical conditions. Diseases of the agmg population are primarily those
of a chronic nature and usually require long-term hospitalization.

Although the average age of 21 million veterans at present is 38 (698,-
000 are 65 years of age or older), it is estimated that the average age will
be 42 by 1960 with 1,784,000 over 65 at that time. The average age of
111,820 veterans hospitahzed under VA auspices on November 30, 1954,
y 65. The chronic nature of the diag-
nostic groups w1th1n VA hospltals is reflected in some measure by the fact
that almost one-half of our hospitalized patients have already had treat-
ment for more than 1 year and aimost one-third of ail patients in VA hos-
pitals have been h ized for more than 5 years.

The Veterans Administration has a respon sil
chronic and other diseases in order to be able to develop and provxde for
effective methods of diagnosis and treatment. These methods in turn
should and do effect significant economies. A better understanding of
patients with long-term illnesses will undoubtedly result only if Lhis op-
portunity is capitalized.

Likewise, nowhere in the United States is such a system of hospitals af-
forded the opportunity to carry out studies of these diseases at the same time
that patient care is provided. The Veterans Administration has available
well-trained competent professional stafls, as well as research laboratories
which are required in the pursuit of clinical investigations. It also possesses
a system of safeguards which make such investigations available to the in-
dividual patient and acceptable to the medical profession. The oppor-
tumtxes for clinical research within VA hospltals are an outgrowth of the
VA pauem-care T&SpOﬁSiuuitiES and not the reverse. Patients are not hos-
pitalized for medical research, but the spirit of inquiry and investigation
of patients is stimulated among our staffs by their hospitalization.

In hospitals having radioisotope units, radioisotopes were used for clin-
ical dlagn051s medical treatment and medical research. At least 50 percent
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diagnosis or medical treatment of veteran-patients. Improved techniques
are applied to numerous diagnostic procedures utilizing radioisotopes, such
as: red blood cell survival time studies; determination of blood, red cell and
plasma volumes; evaluation of thyroid functional state; radiocardiographs;
brain tumor diagnosis; and scanning techniques for localization of aberrant
thyroid tissues, hepatic lesions and other conditions. Radioiodine was used
in the treatment of over 300 patients with hyperthyroidism, and for relief of
strain on the heart in some 75 patients with heart disease. Radiogold and
chromic radiophosphate were used with increasing frequency in the relief of
distressing symptoms of pressure due to the accumulation of abnormal
amounts of fluid in the pleural cavities and the abdominal cavity as a result
of cancers.

The following table shows the VA intramural medical research program
by subject categories covering the period July 1952 through August 1954:

Number of research projects
Categor
gory All pro- | General l\rf_lil;o- Tuber- | Radio-
x . psycii- . :

grams | medical | ¥ 5 % culosis | isotope
Total. .............. ... .. 903 523 149 101 130
Anesthesia........................ 14 7 0 7 0
Blood and its diseases. .. ........... 56 32 2 2 20
Cancer..........ooiiiiiiiiii. 68 48 2 0 18

Cardiovascular system and its dis-

CASES. .t vttt 75 66 0 4 5
Dental diseases and conditions....... 9 7 1 1 0
Digestive system and its diseases. . . .. 77 68 2 0 7
Endocrine disorders and conditions. .. 45 21 1 0 23
Immunity and allergy.............. 15 12 1 1 1
Infectious diseases.................. 124 57 0 66 1

Tuberculosis. ................. 94 34 0 60 0

Mycotic infection.............. 13 8 0 4 1

Other........................ 17 15 0 2 [t
Metabolic and nutritional conditions

indisease. .. ..........ccc0teinnns 69 37 1 1 30
Diagnostic methods and techniques. . 65 43 2 5 15
Musculoskeletal system and its dis-

diseases. .. ... 10 10 0 0 0
Nervous system and its diseases. . ... 32 22 7 0 3
Psychiatry........................ 43 8 35 0 0
Psychology....................... 136 41 90 5 0
Respiratory diseases and conditi . 28 21 1 5 1
Scnsory organs, diseases of. ......... 2 1 1 0 0
Urogenital system. . ............... 23 17 0 1 5
Venereal disease................... 5 0 2 3 0
Miscellaneous. .................... 7 5 1 0 i

An analysis of the above table reveals that a significant effort is being
made to solve the problems of diseases of the cardiovascular system, cancer,

neuropsychiatry, and tuberculosis. Investigations of the digestive system

are also extensive. Unfortunately, too few studies of the diseases of the
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............. system now in progress. Ef wi n m
ulate research in thlS area.

Among the outstanding studies in VA hospitals during the fiscal year
were the following:

Blood Vessel Grafts—Since arterial grafts are not always available, it
is important to have a reliable method of constructing tubes to replace
arterial defects with autogenous tissue. An investigator at the VA hos-
pital, Memphis (Kennedy), Tenn., created defects in the abdominal aortas
of dogs. He was successful in grafting tissue taken from posterior rectus
in 18 of 19 trials. These studies indicate that similar techniques may be

QIIPPPQQF’III \AI"\P"‘I Qpp]lpd t0 man

Coronary Thrombosis—A surgeon at the VA hospital, Buffalo, N. Y.,
has developed a unique technique to reproduce myocardial infarction in
animals. The lesion produced is similar to the heart damage which occurs
in man after coronary thrombosis and makes possible evaluation studies of
revascularization procedures which have been advocated for the treatment
of this condition.

Physiology Studies With a Pump Oxygenator—A full-time member
of the staff of the VA hospital, Nashville, Tenn., has developed a pump
oxygenator for bypassing the heart and simultaneously oxygenating the

h‘ﬂ(\r] nvhnfhprm19 mav ]"\P nrnr‘]nr‘Pr] ]’\‘7 lnr‘nrpnv‘ah'ng a rnr\]tng f‘f\I]

into the pump system. The essential feature of the apparatus is an oxy-
genating pump that is used as a bypass for the heart by shunting blood
from the superior and inferior vena cavae to the subclavian artery. In
this manner, the temperature can be lowered and the entire body supplied
with blood and oxygen while the bloodless heart is opened during a surgi-
cal operation. In experimental studies, the effectiveness of the pump has
been demonstrated, and the observations that hypothermia lowers the blood
pressure and reduces the oxygen requirements have been confirmed. The
experiments have shown that the oxygen requirements of a hypothermic
experimental animal can be supplied with an hematocrit reading as low as
5 percent. On rewarming, under these conditions, red blood cells must be
added to provide sufficient oxygen as the demand increased with the return
to normal temperature These studies are continuing with the objectives
f’Ctii‘lg e LCLIIIU.\:[UC auu uslug LIIC d,lJPd..[d.Lub uuuug car uld.(_, bulg(:ly
in hLmnn ahenfq

pemtzve Study of the Effects of Prefrontal Lobotomy.—This
study, conducted since 1949 by collaboration of several VA hospitals, has
demonstrated that prefrontal lobotomy, an irreversible method of treat-
IIICIIL lUl bClCLLCu PbybllUle LUIIUILIUIID, lb llUl. 1U110'v'v'f:u Uy Ccer Ldlll dIllel"‘
pated ill-effects which OTIO'IY‘I?\”V offered grave doubts concerning the de-
31rab111ty of this treatment Although less dramatic than predlcted by
ardent proponents of this procedure the study has demonstrated definite
1mprovement in many veteran- patlents attrlbutable solely to the operatlon
The btuuy is cuuuuuujg with the UUJccuvc of SOl‘v‘ii‘lg UIrgent pr oblems con-
rernlnrr the selection of nzhpm‘e the nnhma] time for the nner_z_tlon the

most effectlve surgical procedure and the specific role of lobotorny in the
total treatment program for an individual psychotic patient.
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A Cooperative Study of Pulmonary Function Testing—This study of
pulmonary function has been undertaken by nine VA hospitals. Among the
objectives of the study are (1) the determination of the prognostlc value of
preoperatwe pulmonary function studies; (2) the long-term effects of pm-
nionary resection with u,saud to hypermﬂatlo“ of the remaining lung and
the relative success of various preventative and therapeutic measures, and
(3) the collection of data over a period of years designed to reveal the
natural history and course of chronic pulmonary disease.

A preliminary study to determine the normai values for lung volumes,
vital capacity, maximum breathing capacity, and the l-minute step test
among a group of persons without cardiopulmonary deficiencies has been
completed for the age group 40-44 and is in progress for age groups
25-29 and 60-64.

A Cooperative Study of Chemotherapy of Tubercuiosis.—Studies have
been underway for 9 years GValuauns the effectiveness of new drugs used
in the treatment of tuberculosis. At present, 46 VA hospitals are col-
laborating in the clinical evaluation of many treatment measures designed
to improve the care of the tuberculous veteran. A new drug, cycloserine,
is currently being tried in 10 VA hospitais Such a drug may have an
1mp0r;am role in the treatment of p" tients who do not 1
available chemotherapeutic agents.

A Study of Hypertensive Agents.—In the VA hospital, Cleveland, Ohio,
a team of investigators has succeeded in isolating two substances from
blood which serve as agents that produce hypertension. These compounds
have been hypertensin I and II. Hypertensin I has been so purified that
it is the most powerful pressor agent yet isolated by any method. At-

“tempts are now being made to further characterize these materials in order

that “blocking agents” may be sought to neutralize their effects. Such
studies are of obvious importance to a better understanding of the cause
of 1ugu blood pressurc and miay lead to better treatment measures.

The contractual program was organized in 1946 as an aid in developing
close relations with the medical schools, and to take advantage of the ex-
tensive recorded medical experience of the armed services and the Veterans
Administration for long-term studies of the natural history of disease. To
utilize this experience, a comprchensive program of follow-up studies of
important medical and surgical conditions has been conducted during the
last 9 years under the auspices of the Veterans Administration in collabora-
tion with the National Research Council and investigators in leading medi-
Lal schools As 2 result of VA support of this program, a unique statisticai
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laborated with the investigators in makmg important contrlbutlons to
medical knowledge and to the methodology of follow-up studies.

As part of the contractual medical research program of follow-up studies,
the Veterans Admlmstratlon is publishing a series of monographs embody-
lng the resulis of research on PIUU}CIIIB of major 1mp0nance Three mono-
graphs currently being printed and several others in preparation, deal with
effects of enemy imprisonment, psychoneurosis, tuberculosis, head wounds,

peripheral nerve injuries, arterial injuries, viral hepatitis, and cold injuries
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(frostbite and trenchfoot). Those approved for publication, and in press
at the end of the fiscal year, were:
A Follow-up Study of Prisoners of War.—The results of this study show

an excess mortality among World War IT veterans whe had been prisoners

of the Japanese. This was quite apparent during the first 2 years and
much less so in the next 4 years. This excess mortality was primarily
attributable to tuberculosis and accidents. - No excessive mortality was
observed in former prisoners of the Germans and Italians. Men repatri-

A i1 Trnngt all fnntacnniac ~f dicanca
ated in the Pacific showed more illness in almost all categories of disease

than their controls and those repatriated in Europe. Disability, as meas-
ured by VA rating and individual self-evaluation, was much greater in
former prisoners in the Pacific than in the European theater of the war.

A Follow-up btudy of Psychoneurosis—In this study, the problem of
pSyChGﬁ%‘di‘OSiS in the militan y setting as an interaciion between preun-
position and stress is analyzed on the basis of an extensive study of World
War II veterans. The results show that comparatively few of the men
destined to break down in service were ill on entry but became ill as a
result of the stress of wartime service. In consequence, the evidence does
not support the h u'ypOLueSiS that a u1guly seleciive induciion pou(,y will
eliminate all of the unfit. Criminal convictions were few and suicides
only slightly in excess of expectations during the follow-up interval of 5-7
years after breakdown. Almost all men reported psychiatric symptoms
but only 8 percent were severely disabled accordmg to profess1onal esti-

mates. Illness prevented full-time employment of 14 percent. Although
e

no single factor was found to predict disability, the most significant one
appeared to be the degree of psychiatric impairment at entry into service.

Although almost all men thought their health had deteriorated, the exami-
ners found little change in men regarded as overtly neurotic or entirely
normal at induction.

+ wta n hanabie frn
pvam'“‘“‘“ ‘"c“"‘l"’n'q the pn°51b11 vy Gf rainer \,Au,uol'v’\, OCNEHtS o

further psychiatric treatment, but found no great interest in such treatment,
even among the men with moderate or severe disability.

A4 Study of Tuberculosis in World War II Veterans—A study of induc-
tion and separation chest X-rays of a large number of men discharged
from the Army for tuberculosis during World War II, and of control sub-
jects, indicates that about half of the men discharged for tuberculosis
were already infected at entry into the service. However, in order to
have excluded all of the infected men it would have been necessary to have
also excluded many men whose X-rays were similarly suspicious, but who

Aid not hava +:bavesiacia
did not have tuberculosis.

Men who had inactive tuberculosis at entry did not often have active
disease at separation, but progression to more advanced stages was frequent
among men with minimal active disease at induction.

Discharges for tuberculosis were about twice as frequent among non-
whites as among whites. Apart from race, the factors which seemed to
be of most 1mp0rtance with respect to the probablhty of contracting tuber-

culosis in service were body build (thin men were much more likely to
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become sick than stocky men), service in the medical department, and
capture by the enemy.
The unique opportunity for medica

hospitals will continue to be exploited t

the limitations of funds, fac1lmes and personnel Emphas s will be placed
on studies of diseases and disabilities of major concern to the veteran
pOpulatlon. There is evident need for further research to devclop new

sl *

leads resulting from the studies summarized in this report, a
n

many other equally important investigations withi

Knowledge gained from these studies will be used to improve the quality
of medical care of veterans and the general public.
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was m 1 inaugurating a more ef-
fective postgraduate and inservice education and training program. In
developing the program, it was recognized that approx1mately one-half

During fiscal year 1935, progress was made

sional institutions. Consequently, the i 1nserv1ce training program is
at extending these facilities to all VA hospitals insofar as possible. This
trammg will be achleved by such new or augmented activities as: (1)

annual area educational conferences representing the major clinical
specialties, (2) greater use of existing VA resources by exchangin

SPCLLGAITS, icailt. 2y ~CIAS Y

sonnel between hospitals, and (3) visits by outstanding spec1ahsts in medi-
cine and dentistry to hospitals in remote areas for periods of 1 week or
more as “physicians-in-residence.” These activities will be continued

during fiscal year 1956.
Durine the fiscal vear. 651 VA residents com

During the fiscal year, 631 VA residents
these, 178 accepted VA employment on a full-time, part-time, or consultant
basis. From January 1, 1949, through April 15, 1955, 4,356 residents
completed the training required by a specialty board. Of this number

1,399, or 32 percent, accepted VA employment. These figures concern-

ine VA emnlovment do not include nhvsicians (1) who took VA full-

ing VA employment do not include physicians whe took VA
time positions without completing their training or (2) who, upon com-
pletion of training, did not immediately accept VA employment but did
at a later date (e. g., such as after release from the Armed Forces).

1inre

As of Apru 1.’), 1929, there were 100 VA HOSpltalS with approvea resi-

dency training programs. Of this number, 89 hospitals are associated

with 72 medical schools in the conduct of such programs under the super-
vision of Deans Committees. An additional three hospitals are affiliated
with medical schools through Deans Committees, but do not conduct

— 44 XTA

residency programs. The 11 VA hospitals which conduct residency pro-

orames without associatio
grams witnout assoCiatio

ts RSP R § ol Y AP SRy Anasioa A
facilities and recruitment of quaiinéa proiessionar PErsoniicl, because uf
their locations near, and association with, medical centers and other profes-

’;3
-

ith medical schools have supervi
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programs usually by a medical advisory committee.

7 J
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Twelve VA hospitals conducted internship programs during the year.
The distribution of residents and interns in the VA hospital program by
specialty on April 15, 1955, is shown below:

Specialty Number Specialty Number
Medical residents Psychiatiy................. 238
Pulmonary diseases......... 9
Total............... 2,314 || Radiology................. 136
Thoracic surgery........... 27
Allergy. ...t 2 || Urology.......covvvvvnn... 78
Anesthesiology. ............ 93 ————
Cardiology. ............... 3
Dermatology .............. 26 Denial residenis
Gastroenterology .. ......... 7
General surgery............ 662 Total............... 18
Internal medicine. . ........ 704 e ——
Neurology................. 20 || Oralsurgery............... 13
Neurcsurgery....ooooovvnn. 29 |l Progthodontia.............. 5
Ophthalmology. ........... © 56 ———
Ortihopedic surgery......... 167 Medical and dental inierns
Otolaryngology............ 26
Pathology................. 77 Total............... 109
Physical medicine.......... 4 —_
Plastic surgery. ............ 10 || Medical................... 102
Proctology. ...t 0 DPental.................... 7

A variety of training programs are conducted as an inservice activity.
Trainees in this program serve on a part- -time basis and perform a valuable
professional service while receiving training. Their training is the hospital
phase of academic programs sponsored by non-VA professional schools,
universities, or other institutions. A distribution of these trainees by pro-
gram is shown in the following table:

- Number of - Number of

Program trainees Program trainees
Total............... 1,709 || Hospital administration. . ... 5
-——————— Il Executive as: e 10
Clinical psychology......... 625 || Physical therapy........... 325
Counseling psychoiogy. .. ... 140 || Occupational therapy....... 240
Social work................ 161 || Educational therapy........ 10
Student dietitian. .......... 108 || Manual arts therapy........ 8
Pharmacy................. 4 || Corrective therapy.......... 73

A]] thp 9‘\!’\‘79 fran‘nno‘ ‘I"\‘l“f\ﬁ"‘ﬂfr\( erve v nnf nv\]v f{'\ hY‘n\ﬂl“P ‘Iﬁ]llﬁhlp serv-
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ices to hospital and clinic patients, but also prov1de a source of recruitment
for well-qualified and indoctrinated personnel in certain categories which
are in contmually short supply

1HCI'C was mcreasea aemana Dy SCHOOIS OI nursmg IOI‘ use OI Iﬂe cumuu
f r‘ﬂxhpe nf ‘7A fn]‘\nv(\n]ncm anr‘ npnrnncvrh|q+vln hncpwn]c to nnmp]pfp
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basic training of their students. At the close of the year, affiliate nurse
programs in VA hospitals had a total enrollment of 2,400 student nurses
from 100 schools of nursmg In addition, elght umversmes sent gra,duate
nurses to VA nOSp]ta.lS IOI' HCIQ CXPCIICIILC lIl LUIHICLUUH wuu dqullLCu
academic work.

The specialty training program for full-time physicians in psychxatry and
neurology, which was bcgun during fiscal year 1954, was continued with 141
physxc1ans partlclpatmg in fiscal year 1955. The program has prov1ded
21 physicians who are either furnishing obligated service or are scheduled
to report for such service in the near future. These physicians perform
their obligated services at isolated stations which are normally difficult to
staff. In addition, 297 residents participated in the regular residency pro-
gram in psychiatry and neurology during the year.

A similar program for dentists, which provides residency-type training
in return for a period of obligated service, was inaugurated in January 1955.
In addition, 10 full-time VA dentists completed a year of training at the
dental training center, VA hospital, Chicago (West Side), Il

Hospltal management is bemg recognlzed 1ncreasmgly as a field of specw.l-
ization. A number of universities now have organized departments oi-
fering postgraduate work in this field. The Veterans Administration cur-
rently has a small number of students serving as hospital administration resi-
dents in VA hospitals as part of their university program, and several grad-
uates have been integrated into the VA hospital system after completion
of such residencies. Approximately 20 positions of the administrative as-
sistant type have been established in different VA hospitals, and most of
these have been filled by former hospital administration residents and career
employees with hospital administration potential.

During the fiscal year, seven physicians were trained in hospital adminis-
tration techniques on the preceptor basis. Approximately 80 VA hospital
managers and personnel are now affiliates of the American College of Hos-
pital Administrators.

There are also trainee programs for technicians in VA hospitals. These
programs, in such categories as radiology and clinical laboratory, are car-
ried on by arrangement with individual hospitals and institutions.

Other educational activities which were continued on 12l hagie
ner ucaticna: winitn w Conuinued on an annua: oasis

included the Conference on Chemotherapy of Tuberculosis, the Inter-
agency Institute on Hospital Administration, and the Mental Health
Institute.

The activities of the 96 hospital medical illustration laboratories are a

vital factor in the sunnort of natient care. medical education. and scientific
2: faClior In tag SUpport O patient fare, medaical ucaucn, ang scignund

research. During the year, over 478,000 visual or audiomedical aids were
produced and made available for the education program. Approximately
285 medical films were shown to an estimated 200,000 individuals.

The visual aids program was concerned in the distribution of approxi-

ma\‘p]xr RAnn ﬁlme an(] ﬁ]mcfﬂne ‘Fnr uge 1n npvcnnnp] trainina anr‘ nther
il 1Ps PeISCNNG: Waliliing 1G Oy

programs Forty-two new exhibits were constructed and 90 old ones were
revised and distributed.

One of the principal criteria for evaluation of quality of medical care
in modern hospitals is the state of the medical records—their adequacy,
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accessibility, correctness and completeness. The medical record libraria.n
works in close collaboration with the professional stafl in maintaining the

medical records in a state of maximum usefulness; and in providing data
from the records by which the professional staff can evaluate and further
the objectives of the programs of patient care, education, and research.

At the close of the fiscal year, a medical record 11brary program had been

cral 1 EE XTA oot Ve oo abo s O a2 T s 3 1l
autnorized i 35 VA nos uaus, and there were 60 medical record librarians
on duty. Personnel needs for this program have heen partially met as a

LRy el

result of formal affiliate trammg estabhshed between 3 VA hosp1tals and
3 institutions having accredited medical record library schools.

Medicine

The program in medicine includes internal medicine and allied fields
such as allergy, gastroenterology, cardiology, dermatology, general medi-
cine, and tropical medicine. Although the national shortage of qualified
intemists continued, the Veterans Administration was able to maintain

affi iant o 43 F THa adiral A
eficient operation of its medical services during the fiscal year. The total

number of beds in medical bed sections operated on June 30, 1955, was
25,659.

Approximately 1.8 million visits to outpatient staff and fee-basis physi-
cians made by veteran-patients pertained to internal medicine and its allied

£alda N +hha 240
1iCiGs. I UASSE VisiLS, ayy;umxuau,ly 1 m;n;en were to ‘IA at"q “'f‘"“"lans.

Continued studies are being made to establish criteria for the dlagnosm
of certain tropical diseases (as well as other general disabilities) and their
residuals. The study of these criteria for the diagnosis of schistosomiasis
and its residuais was compieted and published.

Thie « N
This year it was pcss'ble to expand the program of conferences of hos-

pital chiefs of medical services which was initiated several years ago. These
meetings included papers and discussions on the newer aspects of diagnosis
and treatment, as well as reports on research work and seminars on admin-
istrative probiems.

A constantly increasing number of VA physicians in medicine have
become diplomates of the American Board of Internal Medicine. At the
end of the fiscal year, of the 836 full-time physicians whose specialty assign-
ments were in medicine, 445 physicians had received certification by the
board. Many of these have also been ceriified In a subspecialty of internal
medicine. h.wmg the fiscal year, 28 VA nhyumanc were ar‘rppfpr:l ag as80-
ciates in the American College of Physicians, and 20 qualified for advance-
ment to fellowship. Approximately 425 VA physicians are now affiliated

with the college.

Surgery

During the fiscal year, 188,000 surgical procedures were performed in
VA hospitals. Of this number, approximately 66,000 were performed by
full-time staff physmxans, 3, 000 by part-time physmlans 103, 000 by resi-

Aosce 23 18 ONN Lacs Arncss Tonomde I L3N 1 fan Lot
uclllb, aliu lU’UUU U)’ culisulialily, au.cu\.uusb, aila i1icc-pasis lJ

At the end of the fiscal vear, there were 19,811 beds in t

e su
sections of the VA hospxtals. These bed sections included surgical patients
of all types—neuropsychiatric, tuberculous, etc.



40 ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Arrangements were made for the Veterans Administration to be repre-
sented on the Armed Forces Equipment Board which is concerned with
the problem of specifications for respirators, resuscitators, defibrillators, and
other surgical equipment. Preliminary plans were formulated for testing
the quality of surgical instruments. This program should assist in main-
taining current specifications on surgical instruments and resuli in an
estimated savings to the Veterans Administration of $25,000 a year.

Conferences of the chiefs of the surgical services of hospitals, centers,
and regional offices were held for purposes of discussing administrative
problems and clinical experiences. In the New England area, full-time
surgeons of the various hospitals heid a conference in Boston, Mass. The
excellent quality of the clinical presentations was commented upon en-
thusiastically not only by full-time VA personnel but also by local physi-
cians who attended.

During the year, 56 VA physicians were approved for fellowship in the
American Coilege of Surgeons.

At the close of the fiscal year, surveys were being conducted on the re-
circulation of air by air-conditioning units in operating rooms for pur-
poses of prolonging the life of the existing air-conditioning equipment.

Tuberculosis

On June 30, 1955, there were 14,730 tuberculous bed patients receiving
care in VA and non-VA hospitals as VA beneficiaries. Of this number,
14,365 were in VA hospitals, and 365 in non-VA contract hospitals. As
compared with June 30, 1954, this represents a decrease of 5 percent in the
number of tuberculous patients in VA hospitals and a decrease of 51 per-
cent in non-VA contract hospitals. During this period, the number of
operating beds for tuberculous patients in VA hospitals decreased 3 per-
cent. The patients remaining and operating beds by type of hospital on
June 30, 1955, were distributed as follows:

Type of hospital Patients Opgzaclltsing

Total VAandnon-VA. ... ... ... i, 14,730 |....cvvnn.

VA hospitals. ... .oiii i e 14, 365 16, 314
Tuberculosis. . . . ooiin ittt i i e 6, 943 8, 089
Neuropsychiatric.......coviiiii i, 2,063 2,228
Ceneral medical and sureical 5 259 5. 097
General medical andsurgical.......... ... ool 5, 359 5, 997
Non-VA hospitals.........coveiiii i, 365 fueeiniinn

The number of tuberculous patients transferred to the Veterans Ad-

......... f.. MM hncemisnls Aanlinad f. 1 6A2 wanw
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1954 (the peak since the beginning of the Korean conflict) to 1,482 in
fiscal year 1955, a decrease of 161.
One VA hospital is pioneering in a study of selected patients. These

patients are being discharged earlier than normally to continue their
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treatment with antituberculous medication while at home and while re-

suming gainful employment.

A “physicians-in- res1dence program was inaugurated during the fiscal
year. This program resulted in visits by promment non-VA phy51c1ans
to four VA hospitals which were not affiliated with a medical school.

The stimulation prov1ded to the staffs of these hospitals from this asso-
ex pqnsw\n of thig program,

a
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At the end of the fiscal year, a study of “air-hygiene” was under way
at the VA hosp1ta1 Baltimore, Md. The general 1rnpress1on has been
that tuberculosis is spread by personal contact. There is also a theory
that the disease may be contracted by inhalation—i. e., that there may be
airborne infection. The cfnr]v in progress is an attempt to discover
whether this latter theory is vahd and, if so, whether ultraviolet rays may,
in certain circumstances, prevent this kind of tuberculosis spread

The Veterans Administration continued its research in the chemo-

therapy of tuberculosis during the fiscal year. This program is discussed
n the portion of this report which deals with research and education.

During the fiscal year, in the tuberculosis case-finding survey program,
approximately 1 million routine chest roentgenograms were made on
veterans admitted to VA hospitals, outpatient clinics, and domiciliaries,
and on VA employees, and voluntary workers.

The nu ctive, previously unknown, tuberculosis cases discov-
ered has n nished during the past several years. There was, how-
ever, a further downward trend in the number of VA employees who
contracted tuberculosis. The new cases established by the VA tubercu-
losis case-ﬁndmg program during fiscal year 1955 almost invariably con-
isted of early minimal lesions. Apparently, good protective technique,

icluding a thorough case finding procedure, has notably cut down the
on-the-job exposure of VA employees to infectious tuberculosis.
There was a continuous corresponding reduction in the cost of treat-

ment and sick leave for VA employees contractmg tuberculosis, with fur-
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ther substantial savings to the Government in wmpensat}on payments.
The uniform tuberculosis case registers, established in VA outpatient

pulmonary disease clinics, were in full operation durmg fiscal year 1955.
The medical and administrative data accumulated in the registers prov1de
means of evaluating varlous phases of the tuberculosis program carried

I
-ographs by outstanding physicians was compiled, edited,
and d1str1buted by the bercu1051s research section. These articles con-
cerned such subjects as the treatment of arterial hypertension, coronary
atherosclerosm-pathogenesxs and therapeutlc 1mpllcat10ns bacteremia, the
patnogenems a 1o 1, ICPLUlellubla’ medical man-
agement of patients with incurable cancer, differential diagnosis and
therapy of spontaneous hypoglycemia, intrathoracic tumors, and history
of renal physiology.
For the second succes sive year 1t was possible t
: h of t .
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terized by an e xceedmgly free exchange of information, offer an excellent
t

+ § +L
s of treatment for th

patient.

As of June 30, 1955, there were 40 VA neuropsychlatmc hospitals. These
S

nancy rate of 04 I'-, nercent. which is concidered hioh
par
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in terms of accepted standards of hospital care. Also, at the end of the
fiscal year, there were 72 VA general medical and surg1cal hospitals with
phychiatric and/or neurologic services in operation. In all VA hospitals

there were 61,390 operating beds for psychiatric and neurologic patients.
These beds were occupied by 57,991 patients. In addition, at the end of

2L OCCUPICQ DY 2/,70702 pawtCiios. 411 QULLIULL, db wlle Tl UL

the fiscal year, there were 1 604- psychiatric and neurologic patients
hospitalized in non-VA hospitals as VA beneficiaries.

Furthermore, there were approximately 7,000 neuropsychiatric patients
on the rolls of VA and non-VA hospitals as VA beneficiaries who were on
leave of absence or trial visit. More than 50.000 VA patients were re

trial More than 50,000 VA patients were re-
ceiving outpatient psychiatric treatment in mental hvglene clinics, neuro-
psychlatrlc examination clinics, contract clinics, and from private pract1-
tioners on a fee basis. Thus, more than 116,000 veterans were receiving
care for neuropsychlatrlc disabilities under VA auspices.

Dlﬂicultv in recruiting ncvrhm‘rrmte and neurologists continued o

hao
1 1eLAS MALIGLIASWS alil LiTULIVIOEISS contr nuea 1o oe

&X-~
perienced dunng the fiscal year. Because of the extreme difficulty in re-
cru1t1ng and retamlng neurologists, general practitioners and spemallsts in
fieids other than neurology were assigned to care for neurologic patients
under the overall supervision of neurologists.

In spite of the increased patient load and the difficulties recruitin

OL thiE 1mcreased patient load and the difficulties in u,\,u.uuus

staff, efforts were continued to strengthen the treatment program in hos-

p1tals One major trend which received intensified 1mplementat10n was the

“ward team” approach which resulted in more personal staff and patient
contact. This concept has proven more successful in the general med1cal
and surgical hosnitals where the relativelvy small numbear of nenroneyve

1.3
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patients being treated permits spec1ahzed personnel to maintain a closer

relationship with the patients than is generally possible in a large neuro-
psych1atr1c hospltal

ay

‘There was an increase in the number of patients returned to commumtles
through the foster home care program Dumng the calendar year 1954, a

total of 654 patients were in foster homes, an increase of 40 percent over
the number for the calendar year 1953. Thirty neuropsychlatrlc hospitals
and one general medical and surglcal hospltal have such a program. Fur-

ther informa rning this program is presented in the section on

('D

trier iniormation conc

Further ut1hzat1on of the member-employee program was made for the

purpose of assisting long-term mental patients. In this program long-
term patients are selected to become salaried hosp1tal employees as a means

Uf \,uudu.nuuus em 1 (.)I' [ﬂe tranSltlon to noxma.l work and SOCI chrl‘
ence thPV W]" meet ou Qll’ln Member-emnlavase 1

111 ou VACIMOLETr=-CmpioyeLs 108

e 1ty
patients and are assisted by the staff in making this difficult transitio
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Since its inception late in 1952, the program has resulted in 345 patients
being placed in hospital jobs and 111 leaving the hospital. However, there
were 90 other patients who left but had to return to the hospitals for ad-
ditional treatment.

The new tranquilizing drugs, chlorpromazine and reserpine, were proved
valuable adjuncts in the treatment of psychiatric patients by reducing as-
saultive, suicidal, and other disturbing tendencies. These drugs have the
effect of calming excitable and disturbed patients without the depressing
effects of drugs previously in use, and have decreased the need for electric
shock therapy and lobotomies. Representatives of 30 hospitals attended
a conference on the new tranquilizing drugs in order to exchange data
concerning their treatment value and to provide a program for evaluation.

The VA mental hygiene clinics have attained general professional recog-
nition as affording the highest quality of outpatient care. A psychiatrist, a
clinical psychologist, and a psychiatric social worker comprise a minimum
professional group for each mental hygiene clinic and function as a team
in treating patients. Mental hygiene clinic treatment is of great importance

N

because each mentally ill patient who can be treated successfully on an out-

patient basis means the saving of a hospital bed, the retention of a bread-
winner in the community, and the prevention, in many instances, of a
severe psychotic breakdown. Studies conducted during the fiscal year
showed that approximately 20 percent of the patients receiving mental
hygiene clinic treatment were psychotics. At any one time approximately
25,000 veterans with service-connected psychiatric or neurologic disabilities
are receiving outpatient treatment in the 62 VA mental hygiene clinics.

The neuropsychiatric examination units in the outpatient clinics provide
supportive types of psychiatric and neurologic treatment to veterans. In
addition, these units examine over 100,000 veterans a year for compensation
and pension, hospitalization, domiciliary care, VA insurance, and other
medical purposes.

The Veterans Administration continued the program of transferring
selected stable patients from crowded neuropsychiatric hospitals to general
medical and surgical hospitals in order to achieve maximum use of beds.
Since the inception of this program in July 1953, 1,489 patients have been
thus transferred; of this number, 602 were transferred during the last 6
months of this fiscal year.

During the year, a motion picture entitled “The Positive Approach to
the Psychiatric Patient” was completed. This film is to be used for in-
service education of hospital staff and volunteers in order to make their
work with patients more effective and meaningful.

The programs in the aphasia units, the National Epilepsy Center, and
the Central Seizure Center of the Los Angeles area were continued. Liaison
was maintained with the National Institute for Neurological Diseases and
Blindness. The program of the electroencephalographic laboratories was
strengthened by adding new diagnostic and research equipment.

The clinical psychology program also contributed to the welfare of
patients through activities in diagnosis, therapy, research training, and
consultations. During the year, the range of its activities encompassed
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services in support of the treatment of tuberculosis; investigation of psycho-
10g1ca1 factors involved in pat1ents reaction to ancsthesm and surgery;

nd psychological factors involved in the prognosis and treatment of
ancer.

Research projects were continued as a major activity. Clinical psychol-
ogists were engaged in research projects such as studies of (1) the effective-
ness of new treatment modalities for long-term patients, (2) the screening

e N'

procedures for psychiatric aides, and (3) the abuse of sick leave, and em-
ployee morale. In addition, there were psychological studies on a wide

range of medical research problems.

A new development occurred in neurology with the institution of a

cooperative research program involving 11 VA hospitals which are evalu-

ating the effects ot cnemothcrapy on multiple sclerosis. Two meetings of
the g group \,usascu in this program were held dl.fl'li 13 1 the fiscal year, and
another meeting is scheduled for April 1956.

The central direction of the lobotomy research project was transferred
to the VA hospital, Perry Point, Md. Six VA hospitals cooperated in
making perlodlc observations on the series of lobotomized patlents

Special attention was given during the year to developing a well-planned
study to evaluate the effectiveness of the VA neuropsychiatric hospital
program. Preliminary planning, covering both intrahospital and inter-
hosp1tal study, concerns the relative therapeutic effectiveness of various
administrative practices, staffing patterns treatment programs hospltal

designs, and ward and hospital size. The study will be initiated early in

fiscal year 1956.

o)

am for the care of long-term (,nromcauy il
veterans. In December 954, the first formal intermediate service of 100
beds was authorized for the VA center, Kecoughtan, Va. The second
such service of 100 beds was authorized in May 1955 for the VA hop31tal

Vancouver, Wash. Other requests for authorlty to part1c1pate in this
new pregram were being considered at the close of the fiscal year.

An exploratory survey was made during the fiscal year to ascertain the
number of patients and potential patients with long-term illness of a gen-
eral medical, surgical, or neurological nature in general medical and
surgical hospitals and domiciliaries, and also to evaluate the various meth-
ods of providing care for such patients. This study revealed that 4,282
long-term patients meeting all of the criteria for admission to an inter-
mediate service were receiving care in VA general medical and surgical
hosplta]s, and that 3,917 domiciliary members would be eligible for ad-
mission to such a service.

The term “intermediate type patients,” while originally restricted to
patients with general medical, surgical, and neurologlcal disabilities, is
now also applied to certain selected psychiatric patients. The program
to care for these selected psychiatric patients in VA general medical and
surgical hospitals reached a level of approximately 1,500 patients during
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the fiscal year. Plans have been developed to effect additional transfers
of thlS type of patient from neuropsychiatric to general medical and

Parapiegia

On June 30, 1955, there were 1,744 paraplegic and quadriplegic
patients on the rolls in VA hopsitals. Of this number, 1,168, or 67 per-

Cent reculted from iniuries to the sninal rnrﬂ Most nf thQF‘ 'I’)ﬂ tients
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(1,059) were being treated at the 9 VA hospitals which are specxally
staffed and equipped for their care. The remainder were distributed as
follows: 548 in other general medical and surgical hospitals, 130 in neuro-
psychiatric hospitals, and 7 in tuberculosis hospitals. During this fiscal

year, there were 101 paraplegics who were transferred from the armed

services to VA hospitals, a reduction of more than 46 percent from the
number transferred during the previous year.

The Third Annual Clinical Paraplegia Conference was held in October
1954. The meeting was highlighted by the interchange of experiences

and related information co ing th m il
and related information concerning the care, treatment, and rehabilitation

of patients afflicted with these complex disabilities.

During this year, specially adapted housing was certified as medically
feasible for 402 paraplegic veterans in accordance with Public Law 702,
80th Congress, as amended. In the same period, plans for such housing

cava annrauad far 2792 oa
were approvca i0r J/0 VE

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

During the fiscal year, progress was made concerning the problems pre-

sented by the increasing numbers of aging patients with chronic conditions
rpnlnmhn- nhvsical medicine and rehabilitation treatment ThP n]’\IPPfIVPQ

equiring physical medicine and rehabilitation treatment. The objectiv
of this program are (1) the discharge from hospital of such patients and
(2) the prevention of the patient’s physical and mental regression and
dependency.

Increasing recognition on an international scale has been given to the
leadsrshlr\ of the Veterans Administration in the app'hr‘ahnn of methods

Oi Wil VOWliaiw LAGlinsSuiauiUil il wuil :1210aQliOll O 11100

and techmques of vocational significance in medical rehabilitation. Dur-
ing this year, 14 representatives from 10 foreign countries visited the Vet-
erans Administration for orientation in advanced methods of medical re-
habilitation. Each representative visited from 4 to 15 VA hospitals to

Observe the treatment “‘r‘hninngc emnloved in vhvsical medicine anr] re-
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habilitation. Several received specialized training in this specialty in one
or more hospitals, and all remained long enough to make an intensive study
of the program. The majority of the visitors were physicians or rehabilita-
tion coordinators with governmental responsibility for establishing or oper-

atine nroorams of medical rehabilitation in their own countries.

aiing progiallls Ol MCUICar ITRaiiitaliOn 10 VT OW AL LS.

The number of physical medicine and rehabilitation beds continued to
increase. There were 1,819 operating beds assigned to this service at the
close of the year.

The first tuberculosis rehabilitation conference for physicians and reha-
biluanen coordinators from 30 hospitals (principally general medical and

ArOm oV 1I0spitals (priitipally gtitlal 2LALal

ical) was conducted at the VA hospltal, Oteen, N. C. Emphasis was
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placed on the various aspects of rehabilitation treatment for tuberculous
patients and on methods by which tuberculous patients in hospitals not

- hohilitns: +h 3 ioht L Aardad
ha‘v’}.ng aﬂ ph‘y’smal J.uedicine and rénasduitauon ulﬁraples migunt B¢ anoraca

the benefit of such treatment through transfer to the Swannanoa Rehabili-
tation Center, Oteen, N. C., or to a hospital specializing in the care of the
tuberculous.

A special research project on the Roland method for the treatment of the

m 1/ i 1 t1onte d netratad that
most difficult types of regressed schizophrenic patients demonstrated that

this method resulted in improvement in patient behavior and functional
intelligence quotient. This program, initiated at VA hospital, Downey,
I1L., on a pilot basis for a small group of patients, was transferred during the
fiscal year to VA hospital, Chiilicothe, Ohio, and broadened to apply to a

. . . - i
larger number of patients. The effectiveness of this specialized therapeutic

approach has led to arrangements for its extension to the VA neuropsy-
chiatric hospitals at Battle Creek, Mich., and Montrose, N. Y.
Continuing cooperation was effected with the United States Armed
‘orces Institute to obtain selected supplies for use in educational therapy
o

"!'J

m newer materials available through the institute. As a result, the Vet-

(o)

erans Administration has been able to take advantage of costs as much as
40 percent lower than would be possible otherwise due to large scale
purchases by the institute.

During the past year, selected hospitals participated in a study to

determine to what extent patients who had received necessary treatment

X7 A

in physical medicine and rehabilitation were capable of continued satisfac-
tory adjustment, self-care, or productivity following discharge. The social
workers at these field stations accomphshed this study on a samplmg basis.

Patients included in the study had been discharged at least 1 year previ-
case. the social worker nersonally interviewed the natient

Gol,y WAL SULLGL WULISCTL plinsUiiadry UilCiViLWOQ Uil patitiay,

or hlS famlly and furmshed a narrative report. A significant positive value
of the study is the interest aroused in follow-up contacts with patients
after discharge. This interest serves to insure continued liaison between the

VA hospital and community resources for the maintenance of medical re-
.__1_1_11_:5 attaiped during thhlfa ization Another imnortant factor is the re-

SpoetaiilatiOil. SAD0WTL ULPOILGIL 1alilr 15 Wil 1T

lating of the patxen to those community resources which can further his
adjustment and rehabilitation following hospital discharge.
Measures have been initiated to expend the audxology and speech correc-

on pr n the 1'uturt:, all veterans requmng examinations for
s of Ir

te
eceive their andiological examinations in VA or

OUpstal CRQILauiOns il V. O

contract aud101 chmcs. Plans have been made to carry out a hearing
reexamination of all those veterans presently receiving compensation or
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pension awards for loss of hearing acuity. Eight of the country’s leadlng
audiologists have been employed as consultants to this program. Their
review of each case, plus the assurance of thorough and accurate examina-

tions under the new policy, will provide every veteran with a standardized
examination of the highest technical calibre and make it possible to provide
more equitable compensation or pension ratings for beneficiaries with this
disability. The recommendations for care and treatment which will be
possible after thorough otological and audiological examinations should

prove of significant value to the affected veterans. The data assembled in
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the reexamination program will also be valuable for research purposes in
the field of hearing and acoustics.

Development of contracts with university audiology clinics was contin-
ued as a means of providing superior, convenient and economical services
to veterans with speech and hearing handicaps.

A continuing study of 1,949 veterans with service-connected blindness
moved into a new phase with completion of basic analysis of data by ma-
chine tabulation. Particular attention was given to the presence ar absence
of favorable or unfavorable realities other than blindness in the lives of
these individuals. One study goal was a search for causes of possible success
and failure in working out techniques for blind living. An example of
this was the relating of employment status to the dual disability of sight
and hearing dlfﬁculty Of the entire group of 1,949 studied, 50.3 percent
were employed. Of veterans with no useful sight who stated that they had
a hearing difficulty, 39.2 percent were employed.

Another problem area uncovered concerned 116 veterans without useful
sight who for various reasons had not been admitted to any of the Govern-
ment hospltals with spec1a1 therapeutic programs for the blind, and who
had thereby missed certain advantages in rehabilitation. Administrative
measures have been taken to remedy situations of this type.

There was a complete review of the status of 1,277 blinded veterans,
originally reported to have special problems, with reports of progress in
each case. The fieldwork was done by the social workers of the VA out-
patient clinics. Referrals were made to the central unit for the blind at
the VA hospital, Hines, 11, and a number of veterans, who originally had
refused such treatment, were admitted for remedial work.

One of the most significant discoveries of the survey concerned employed
men without useful sight Of the first 20 studied, no 2 practiced the same
trade or profession, an indication that there was considerable diversity of
new employment opportunities for blinded veterans and a breaking away
from employment stereotypes, which have long been deplored by workers
for the blind.

Pathology and Allied Sciences

Scientific advancement in diagnosis and treatment of diseases depends
to a considerable extent on information gained through autopsies of pa-
tients who die in hosplta.l A high autopsy rate is a direct measure of
scientific progress and a mgmncant factor in the selection and rating of
hospitals for remdency training. Continued emphasis on the autopsy pro-
gram has resulted in a steady increase in the rates over the past several
years.

In fiscal year 1955, a total of 18,599 autop51es was performed in VA

hospltals perm1ss1on for autopsy was secured for 72 percent of all deaths

............ h o
occurring in hospital as compared with only 34 percent in fiscal year 1946.

The VA autopsy percentage compares favorably with that of other hos-
pitals, both Federal and non-Federal.

During the fiscal year, continued use was made of the consultatlve and
diagnostic medical services provided on a cooperative basis by the Armed
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Forces Institute of Pathology and the Army Medical Service Graduate
School at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center.

Fourteen area reference laboratories provided histopathological facilities
and diagnostic services to those VA Ilaboratories unable to accomplish these
services with existing personnel and equipment.

The use of blood and plasma, together with the difficulties and expense
of securing these products, has assumed major proportions. During fiscal
year 1955, in all VA hospitals, approximately 72,000 patients received
whole blood transfusions, which amounted to 94,892,000 cc., and 1,200
patients received plasma units amounting to 835,000 cc. Since supplies
of blood are not as plentiful as they were during the war vears, it has be-
come necessary to supplement these supplies by the development of blood
centers in some VA hospitals. Many VA hospitals are provided by com-
merciai biood banks with or without supplementation by their own efforts.
Much has been accomplished in connection with the safe administration of
blood and plasma by consultations and issuance of instructions to field
personnel connected with the blood program.

The safety program in VA clinical laboratories has been stressed through-
out the year. Safety measures adopted inciude the installation of safety
hoods for bacteriology sections, emergency showers in or near chemical
sections for use in accidental clothing fires or chemical burns of personnel,
and experimental operation of disposal machines for tuberculosis wastes.

Evaluation of new equipment for use in VA hospitals has become in-
creasingly important. During the fiscal year, arrangements were made
with equipment manufacturers for the testing of laboratory equipment dur-
ing a trial period prior to acceptance by the Veterans Administration.

A~ AN

During fiscal year 1955, approximately 6,560,000 X-ray films were used
by VA hospitals and clinics. Modernization of existing equipment and
replacement of obsolete equipment enabled the Veterans Administration
to keep abreast of the latest techniques, thus providing better patient care.
In one VA hospital a 1500 Curie Cobalt Unit for rotational therapy is being
installed. The unit will be ready for therapeutic use early in fiscal
year 1956.

Expansion of X-ray facilities in civilian hospitals has led to an increased
demand for radiologists. Although the majority of VA hospitals and clinics
have adequate radiological coverage, a few stations are experiencing diffi-
culty in the recruitment of qualified, full-time radiologists.

Nursing Service

During the fiscal year, the position of nursing assistant was created. This
action merged the positions of hospital attendants and practical nurses and
developed new VA qualification standards for these essential positions.
and promotion of nonprofessional personnel who provide nursing care to
patients. Several pilot studies are being continued to explore possible addi-
tional areas for utilization of these personnel.
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Plans were formulated and 1ssued to the field concerning the elimination
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Of SUpPErvision Iin uu;mus care, resu 1»"’"" from the present
uper assistant structure in hospitals w1th large numbers of
psychlatrlc pat1ents The successful implementation of this policy will
requxre the revision of assignments and functions of professional nurses and
nursing assistants. When effected, it will result in a clarification of lines
responsibility, improved channels of communication, and better re habili-
tative care to patients.

The recrultment of professional nurses continued to be a major problem.
Recruitment difficulty was not confined to isolated or specialized types of
hospitals but was experienced by many hospitals in metropolitan areas and
by some that had not experienced a shortage of nurse applicants prevmmlv
Nurses qualified for administrative, teaching, and supervisory positions
could not be recruited to meet the total needs of the nursing service. Many
factors contributed to recruitment difficulties such as (1) insufficient nurs-
ing resources throughout the Nation; (2) locations of hospitals in isolated
areas or in undesirable parts of metrnpolrtan areas; and (3) competitive
salaries being paid by private, State, and city hospitals.

Durlng the fiscal year, 936 ehglble pat1ents were given care under the
provrs1ons of the community home nursing program. The Veterans Ad-
ministration contracted with community public health nursing agencies to
provide nursing care to patients at home following ‘"“p'fﬂl discharge. Al-
though the majority of patients furnished this service had long-term ill-
nesses, services were discontinued when the patient or family could safely
assume necessary care.
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Prosthetic and Sensory Aids

The functions of the prosthetic and sensory aids program are to furnish,
repair, and replace all types of artificial aids, appliances, and accessories for
eligible disabled veterans who require them; and by continuous research
and testing to improve old appliances and develop new appliances. The
number of veterans with service-connected disabilities potentially eligible
“for prosthetic services totaled approximately 305,000.

More than 205,000 cases were furnished prosthetic appliances or services
during the fiscal year. Of these, 24,000 were amputees, 2,400 were blind
or near-blind, 27,500 were deaf, 3,500 were paralyzed in both lower ex-
tremities, 500 were quadriplegics, 41,000 required eyeglasses, and the bal-
ance had various types of disabilities requiring braces, orthopedic shoes,
cosmetic restorations, or similar appliances.

The cost of new appliances and repairs bought from commercial sup-
pliers and furnished to disabled veterans during fiscal year 19535 totaled
app”oxn’nute‘" $5,209,000 as r-nmrmrPd with $5,271,000 in fiscal year 1954.
This slight reduct10n in cost occurred despite the fact that the number of
eligible “disabled veterans requiring such services increased. Expenses in
the program were kept down through (1) broader utilization of audiology
clinics for issuance of hearing aids, which eliminated the issuance of new
or re“laccment aids to qppr‘nv1rna1‘9‘v 25 percent of veterans examined and

found not in need of such aids; (2) increased utilization of the orthopedic
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shoe center for procurement of factory-made orthopedic shoes at greatly

+ £ fa
reduced prices; (3) continuation of the centralized distribution system for

stump socks and hearing-aid batteries; and (4) continuation and strengthen-
ing of restrictions on the premature replacement of appliances.

The 29 VA orthopedic shops operating in VA hospitals and regional
offices produced a total of 25,000 new appliances and made 19,000 repairs

+ h da diieo
during fiscal year 1955. A concentrated effort is being made to reduce

costs and increase production of these shops in fiscal year 1956 by stand-
ardization of techniques and materials, and by adjustments in staffs where
indicated. These VA orthopedic shops fabricate appliances and furnish
repairs not readily available commercially, or where commercial facilities

.
are inadequate.

The VA plastic eye and restorations -clinic at the VA hospital, Denver,
Colo., was closed near the end of the fiscal year because of the small work-
load, leaving a total of 13 clinics in operation. These clinics produced
7, 900 new items and repaired 300 items during fiscal year 1955. In ad-

A
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dition to plastic eyes, these clinics fabricate other facial and body restora-

tions.

A program for scientific testing of hearing aids, which will enable the
Veterans Administration to procure the highest quality aids on a competitive
cost basis, was developed in cooperation with the National Bureau of

,Standards This program, expected to reauh in substantial savings to the
Veterans Administration, will become fully operational in fiscal year 1957,

By the end of fiscal year 1955, a consohdated or;hol;edm shoe center
under centralized control had been established in the VA regional office,
New York, N. Y. During the fiscal year, the average cost of orthopedlc
shoes nrnrnrnr] fram lacal eonreas was annravimmataly €40 man saln ot ooo o

GaiULS paULuLILU il aUlar SUULTCES Was "’PP Oalllalcly q)’l‘:] per Pd.u, wucn:ds
the average cost of better quality shoes procured directly from manu-

proealocad aQllct 210222 Akl

facturers through the orthopedlc shoe center was approx1mate1y $36 per
pair, a saving of $13 per pair.  Savings in this program were estimated at
approximately $49,000 in fiscal year 1955. Greater savings are anticipated
for the future as more field stations will participate in the program.

The advisory committee on artificial limbs, National Research Council,
continued to coordinate the program for development of artificial limbs.
Three new elbow locks for artificial arms were developed during the fiscal
year, each an improvement on earlier designs obtained through the prosthet-
ics research program. A new knee mechanism which permits the amputee
to walk with varying speeds while maintaining a graceful gait was also
developed. A number of other devices and techmques were advanced in
the program, such as hydrauhc knee lock for above-knee artificial legs; an

eniirely new method for fitting below-knee artificial legs; and improved arti-
Pres |

ficial foot assembly; ne

artificial limbs.

Considerable progress was made by Haverford College, under contract
to the Veterans Administration, in the development of an obstacle and
curb detector for the blind. This is an electronic device, utlllzmg tran-

erminai ue'v.'lCes, nd various COIﬁpOIlGHI parts for

sistors, designed to be carried in the hand of a blind person. It is hoped
eventually this device may be developed for practical use by the blind
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Studies toward development of a reading machine for the blind were
continued. Tests were conducted to determine the most feasible output
for a recognition-type reading machine. Magnetic tape recordings have

been made to vield a 'Ipﬂ-pr_h"_]nff-pr outnut, The results of these investi-
e yi€ ihe results o1 tnese investl

gations will determme the future course to be followed in developing a
practical reading machine which can convert printed matter into sound.

A book, “Human Limbs and Their Substxtutes,” by Klopsteg, Wilson,
et al., published during fiscal year 1955, was compiled under the sponsor-

ship of the Advisory Committee on Artificial Limbs as a report to the Army

and the Veterans Administration on the artificial limb research program.
This volume represents the combined efforts of some 30 prosthetic experts
(including VA personnel) and covers both fundamental studies and all as-

pects of amputee care. In his New York Times column of january 2,

€<
1955, Dr. Howard Rusk referred to the “"0" as “the most important bock

in rehabilitation published during the year.”
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During tne nscai year, 44,139,UUU TAllONS WEre Scrvea 11 v 1ospitdls,
and 6.216.000 rations in VA domiciliaries, at a total raw food cost of
JY-<BROAV VLY v A QomiCciliaries, at a olal raw 1004 cOst O

approximately $46,222,000.
Studies relative to the use of commercial cuts and prefabricated meats in
place of carcass meat were continued to determine the most economical

method of procurement based on meat yield. As a result of these studies,
some stations reported an increase of approyim__f ly 8 percent in meat yield
and a decrease of approxunately 3 percent in costs. In addition, 2 to 8

man-hours daily were saved in the meatcutting unit, depending upon the
quantity of meat processed
As a measure of economy, commercially cured bacon was purchased at
e

.

savings o of 10 to 20 cents per pnnnr] over th

and the substitution of heavywelght turkeys in lieu of fowl in prepared
dishes resulted in a 25 percent savings from previous costs.

To further reduce costs, “half and half” (12 percent milk fat) was sub-
stituted for 18 percent coffee cream at a 50-percent savings in cost; a 10-
percent ice cream mix was substituted for a 12-percent mix at savings rang-
ing from 6 to 10 cents per gallon; and stations obtaining fruits and vege-
tables through open market procurement, rather than through formal bids,
reduced the VA cost of these items by approximately 10 percent.

During the latter part of the fiscal year (under provisions of Public Law
690, 83d Cong.), the Veterans Administration participated in the surplus
commodity program through the utilization of surplus milk and butter
in VA hospitals. These surplus dairy products are made available through
the Commodity Credit Corporation upon certification by the VA Ad-
ministrator that the usual quantities of dairy products have been purchased
in the normal channels of trade. VA hospitals and domiciliaries have
utilized 930,000 pounds of surplus milk and 1,099,000 pounds of surplus
butter while participating in the program.

Surveys were made at several field installations for the purpose of study-
ing and economically resolving equipment and space requirement prob-

reb onlar cure prm!in‘lc]v used:

2y WS,
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lems. As a result of this study, steam-jacketed kettles of 100-gallon, 80-
gallon and, in some instances, 60-gallon capacity will no longer be issued
for VA usage. Kettles of smaller capacity will be supplied at lower cost

i £, ~d athad
and will insure small quantity cockery which is the preferred method.

Future planning will also reflect reduced refrigeration requirements. In
order to provide attractive cafeteria service and decrease costs, continuous
type service similar to that in commercial cafeterias was recommended
and established in a few VA hospitals on a piiot study basis. If this type

"t nd sAnckmiatian PRy ndaan
service Ig °""C€SSfu1, \.\iuxl.u.xluxu. ana construction costs can reduced

considerably in future planning.

The belt conveyor system of transporting trays to patients was studied
at five non-Government hospitals. From this study, it was determined
that this system provides an excellent method of assembling and deiivering

o
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txa.ya’ u.,\.iuu\,a f\.,vvx,x \,uxluuyl,uo, reauces Luc NIUMmoer o1 areas to UC supcil-
vised, and assures hot food to patients. Where feasible, the belt conveyor
system will be installed in new hospital construction and alteration
projects.

Two food service management workshops were conducted for 85 chief
dietitians. Largely as a result of these workshops, dietetic operation in
the field service reflected greater efficiency. For example, food costs for
the year were reduced even though market prices remained fairly con-
stant. Stations reported more effective utilization of man-hours and in-
creased work simplification methods through use of part-time employees.
Better scheduling resulted in reduction in extra salary payments for night
differential. Employee assignments were rotated to include a variety of
work experience thereby increasing employee usefulness, developing skills,
and providing greater individual job satisfaction. Dietitians were made
more aware of the cost of dish breakage. One of the larger VA hospitals,
after careful study, reported savings of approximately $308 in the cost
of dish breakage as compared with the cost for the preceding year.

Social Service

The social service program assists physicians in the treatment of patients
by alleviating those personal and emotional problems that complicate
illness, prolong hospitalization, retard recovery, and cause readmissions.
The VA social workers thus assisted a bimonthly average (statistical re-
porting in social service is on a bimonthly basis) of nearly 80,000 patients
in hospitals, domiciliaries, and regional offices during fiscal year 1955.

A major problem confronting many patients is how they will be received
in their homes and communities after leaving the hospital. This prob-
lem concerns patients with long-term illnesses particularly. Assurance of
a favorable home environment not only hastens the individual patient’s
recovery and discharge but also makes the VA medical facilities available
to the maximum number of veterans. A bimonthly average of over 7,000
patients and domiciliary members received social services in prppqumn
for discharge during the fiscal year.

During the calendar year 1954, there were 654 psychotic patients living
in foster homes. Of the 376 patients added to the foster home program
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dunng that year, over 200 had been hospxtahzed from 1 through 9 years,

and over 100 had been hospitalized for 10 years or longer. It is indicative

of careful selection of both patients and foster homes and of the subsequent
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attention provided, that 14 percent of the number so placed moved on to
a complete hospital discharge. Another 10 percent were transferred to
regular trial-visit status. Of the total number of patients in this program,
only 105 or 16 percent (having had to return to the hospitals for various
and

), mhor ‘21
usually temporary reasons) remained hosp1tal1zed on December 31,

1954. The remaining 60 percent, or 391 patients, in the group continued
to live in these homes. Between August 1951 and December 1954, ap-
proximately 1,000 patients were placed in foster homes.

The patients themselves pay for this form of home care from their com-

1 1 the Vet A dministration ha
pensation or pension funds, Frequently, the Veterans Administration has

requested public assistance agencies to help these patients by providing
for their dependents. In some instances where the veterans were without
income, public assistance and private and volunteer organizations have
helped meet the cost of the foster-home care. There is in the VA hospitals

s
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a considerable number of veterans who could be given

hl

except for the fact that they do not have the necessary income.
Another 400 psychotlc patients, who lacked homes of their own, were
placed on trial visit in well-chosen convalescent, boardmg, or working

homes during calendar year 1954. A group of citizens in Los Angeles,

ven foster-home care

Calif,, has established a well-managed “half-way home” where discharged
psychotic patients can live for 3 months while seel mg mployment.

However the most desirable form of trial visit is in the patlent s own
home. The success of such trial visits depends largely on careful prepara-
tion and continuous social work guidance by VA hospitals and outpatlent

clinics. During fiscal year 1955, a bimonthly average of over 3,000
patients on all forms of trial visit received such attention.

The impact of the newer methods of treatment of tuberculous patients
altered the type of problems referred to VA social workers in hospitals
and regional offices. It is now important to assure that not only will the

i y onment but also that he
. tion regula-ly. In many cases,
was necessary to obtain he a551stanc of private and public welfare and
health agencies to assist the veteran since such medication is expensive.

The problem of irregular discharges continued to be a serious one in

wmber of patients who continued their hos-
fter a solution of their familv and vpersonal problems was

) @il plisUliar plUuvatiis wa

considerable. For example, one station reported that of 76 patients re-
ferred to social workers as planmng to leave the hospital against medical
advice, 54 were persuaded to remain and to continue necessary treatment.

1t
1t

In dumlcmari", studies were made of the individual members’ needs
and help given them in making satisfactory adjustments to domiciliary

life. There was also an increase in services which enabled members to
retum to 1ndependent community living. A more thorough program in
mic ﬂiarles is dependent upon the provision of a larger social work staff
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Veterans on the hospital and domiciliary waiting lists were in many in-
stances enabled through soc1al service planning, to prevent their condition
from d\,u,rxGxauus while a awaruug admission. Fur LhCl ayyu\,autb who were
ineligible or whose medical care did not require hospmahzatroni were aided
in locating the type of resources they did need. At one hospital, for ex-
ample, during a 4-month period, the admitting physician requested social
service to assist 396 such veterans with social and health measures and
referrals tonon-VA a a,s\,uu.ca

Community agencies and volunteer groups made significa ntributions
in resolving the varied problems of patlents and their famlhes. There was
an increased readiness of such organizations to place their resources at the
veterans’ disposal. The extent of community cooperation is demonstrated

sovhish YA annial o Ava
b‘,’ th\, more than 54‘,000 refer‘”ala WIlIC1 V A SOCia1 WOTKers

agencies during the fiscal year.

Vocational Counseling

There was a noticeable improvement during the fiscal year in the con-
rlhnﬁnn madp hv f"\P vnr‘nhnnal rnunap‘r\v‘c 1n f'nn fnrmn‘ohnn of m

maore
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realistic treatment plans for patients in terms of feasible vocational goals.
In hospitals where the vocational counselor has been integrated into the
planning for treatment and discharge, there has been a decline in the rate

of readmission of patients who have received such service.
n"ﬂno‘ thl q vparc fhaf ﬂ'\p vnr‘qhnnq] r‘r\nncnhnrr nrooram hae
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operatlon, there has been a steady increase in the number of qualified coun-
selors placed on duty.
One of the significant strides made during the fiscal year concerns the

development of the interdisciplinary workshop conference on a much wider
h;mq fhan }'\2(“ perlnnc]v been done ThrPP cuch r‘nnfprpnr*nc were held
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dealing with the member-employee program in neuropsychiatric hospitals
and the use of professional resources in the planning for treatment and care
of tuberculous patlents.

Special Service

During fiscal year 1955, the special service program, which is in its 10th
year of operation, provided a wide range of medically approved library,
recreation, and voluntary service activities for hospitalized and domiciled
veterans. To a greater extent than ever before, specific activities were
medically prescribed for selected patients in order to achieve more effective
coordination between program activities and treatment objectives.

Information concerning the status of general library collections was for-
warded to all VA stations in Aprll 1955. The report pointed up the fact
that activity and use, rather than size, measure the value of the VA library
collection. BlbhoqraDhles were prepared for the Inter-Agency Institute
for Federal Hospltal Administrators and the President’s Commlssmn on
Veterans’ Pensions.

Efforts in the recreation program were concentrated toward providing
medically approved activities to assist the physician in the treatment of
patients, as well as to make life as satisfying and meaningful as possible
for those patients and members who must remain under VA care for long
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periods of time. Special attention was given to the establishment of differ-
ent objectives for the various categories of patients and members.

Program studies and evaluation were continued throughout the year in
the interest of economy and improved service. In this connection, the rec-
reation motion picture program was reduced to a point at which adequate
service was rendered at a lower cost. All 35 mm. programs were eliminated
at VA general medical and surgical hospitals with fewer than 300 patients
and the number of 35 mm. programs available to 1arger generai medical
and surgical hospitals was reduced. A detailed study was made of indus-
trial development in adapting recreation motion picture programing to new
processes, e. g., CinemaScope, VistaVision, etc., with a view toward future
application to the VA recreation program.

Plans were made to consolidate the arts and crafts program and the hobby
shop program at VA domiciliaries in order to effect better coordination and
supervision of the two programs.

Fiscal year 1955 marked the ninth year of operation of the VA voluntary
service (VAVS) plan for the coordination and integration of community
volunteer participation in the care and treatment programs for patients and
domiciliary members. Further growth and development was realized dur-
ing the past year when the program was extended into the community
itself through the program of planning for the patient’s discharge. The
program was formally inaugurated in 30 VA hospitals. A pamphlet, “Sum-
mary of Action to Date in the Program of Pianning for the Patient’s Dis-
charge from the Point of View of the Voluntary Service National Advisory
Committee,” was prepared and distributed to concerned VA personnel and
officials of the voluntary organizations for the purpose of developing further
understanding and support for this program. A script for an educational
motion picture film deplctmg the value and essentlahty of the postcus-

s oaa rnrnnlatad fand tha Jhanding +tha £lvn wwna hagiin 1

Lud.xge prograii was Coinpieiea ana ui€ snoGlng of the film was oegun in
March 1955.

A pilot plan for the utilization of volunteer assistance by a VA regional
office through the established adjacent hospital VAVS organization was
extended to other stations as a preparatory step to proposed VA-wide adop-
tion of this plan.

Contributions to the further advancement of the program were made by
the VAVS National Advisory Committee, consisting of representatives of
41 national veterans’, welfare, and service organizations, in the areas of
public information and planning for the patient’s discharge. The national
committee through its subcommittees initiated new studies in such areas
as youth activities, turnover in volunteer workers, and participation by
speuahzed groups in the program.

The VA chaplain program, established in 1945, is an integral part of
the hospital and domiciliary program. During the fiscal year, there was
an increased number of referrals relating to the patients’ well-being be-
tween the professional services and the chaplain staff. A continuation
of intensive spiritual ministry was evidenced by bedside visitations, wor-
ship services, counseling, and other similar activities.
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The program of religious activities at all VA stations was reviewed as
it related to the average daily patient load and the religious needs of the
patients. The ﬁndings of this survey indicated the possibility of reducing
full-time chaplain positions at seven stations to part-time positions without
materially affecting the religious program. These changes were accom-
plished at an estimated savings of $20,000 a year.

Educational seminars were held at 6 different locations for approxi-
mately 150 chaplains during the year. These seminars stressed the re-
ugu’)us needs of paueﬁts Liuuugu ai excna‘nge of ideas and experiences

During the fiscal year, the Veterans Administration was consulted by
various hospitals and State institutions for guidance in developing a more
highly trained and specialized chaplain corps.

Despite the opening of several new hospitais it was not necessary to in-
crease the number of chaplains over the previous year. As of June 30,
1955, there were 268 full-time chaplains on duty; 181 were Protestant,
82 Roman Catholic, and 5 Jewish. There were also 305 part-time chap-
lains, of whom 115 were Protestant, 125 Roman Catholic, 58 Jewish, and
7 Greek Orthodox.

As 1n previous years, church bodies were cooperative in providing volun-
teers to assist appointed chaplains or to serve the specific needs of those
religious groups not represented by a regularly appointed chaplain. This
was made possible by an effective liaison between the Veterans Adminis-
tration and the denominational endorsing agencies.

Outpatient Medical Care

Medical treatment, mcludlng medicine, prosthetic appliances, sensory
aids, and other supplies, is provided through the VA outpatient program
to: (1) veterans requlring care for service-connected disabilities; (2)
veterans WIIU are iCCEIViﬂg VOC&LIOi‘ial I‘eI‘laUlllLati()_ﬂ unuer r‘libu(, Law 10,
78th Congress, or Public Law 894, 81st Congress, as amended, and re-
quire treatment to avoid interruption of training; (3) pensioners of
nations allied with the United States in World War I and World War 11
(such treatment is provided on a reimbursable basis) ; and (4) veterans
of the Spanish-American War, Boxer Rebellion and Philippine Insurrec-
tion (Public Law 791, 81st Cong.).

LIOID (R0 L.aW Ol nOUG.

In addition., veterans are prov1ded examination services for purposes of
(1) rating for compensation or pension; (2) insurance (e. g., waiver of
premium for disability) ; and (3) determining the need for hospitaliza-
tion or domiciliary care.

The nolicy of combininge ull’\prp feasible hafinnf act

The policy of combinin g, where feasible, outpa

regional offices with VA hospitals in the same locality was continued, with
four more regional office medical divisions being officially consolidated
with hospitals during the year. Also, the clinical activities of one VA
office were consolidated with a VA hospital in the same city. These con-

solidations have nermitted {1\ a wider ntilization of ¢taff nhyusiciane an
NWJAANACL VIV AL iR VO y\d-\- Adriilvona € yviaiuiul ULililadiiivii UL ouaull Plly DILIALIIDY Vil

both inpatient and outpatient medical activities, (2) a more compre-
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hensive medical service to veterans, and (3) a more efficient utilization
of personnel, equipment, and space.

In keeping with the policy of providing a more effective operation of
outpatient clinics, the medical division of the VA regional office, Boston,
Mass., was transferred to a separate building and established as a self-
managed and self-operating field activity. The plan is being closely
studied and evaluated for possible adoption in other localities. At the
end of the year, 103 outpatient clinics were in operation, of which 59 were
located in regional offices, 10 in hospitals, 32 in VA offices, 1 in the Vet-
crans Benefits Office, Washington, D. C., and 1 in the Boston, Mass., out-
patient clinic.

Over 2,156,000 outpatient visitors received medical services from VA
outpatient clinics or fee-basis physicians during the year. An outpatient
visitor is defined as a person who receives outpatient medical services one
or more times during a given month. The number of outpatients who
received treatment in fiscal year 1955 was slightly higher than that for
the previous year as shown in the chart below.

NUMBER OF OUTPATIENTS GIVEN MEDICAL SERVICE BY VA STAFF AT OUTPATIENT CLINICS
AND BY FEE-BASIS PHYSICIANS
FISCAL YEARS 1954-55
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Orthopedic and prosthetic appliance clinic teams were in operation at
29 VA regional offices and 8 VA hospitals designed as “amputee centers.”
An average of 830 amputees and wearers ot prosthetlc appliances were
Seeii .u.lUlth.ly. Tldulllllls in gd,.ll. d,lllUu.ldLlUll lb an llllPUl LdllL Pdll- Uf L}\ub
treatment program.

Physical therapy clinics were maintained in outpatient clinics where justi-
fied by the workload. In some stations the outpatient physical therapy
chmcs have been combmed w1th the physmal therapy cllmcs of nearby VA
IthPlldlb 111(: dleldUlllly Ul I,ILCbC LlllllLb 101 C)&d.[llllldLlUll d.ll(.l LlLd.l.lllCI.\l.
has helped to lessen the number of veterans requlrmg hospltahzatlon

Outpatient psychiatric and neurologic services were provided in 62 clinics,
including 1 traveling mental hygiene clinic.

The hometown medical care program provides eligible veterans with pro-
fessional services through fee-basis physicians. This program saves vet-
erans many hours in loss of time from their employment by making medical
treatment available in communities where there are no VA clinical facilities.
During the period July 1, 1954, through February 28, 19535, over 37,000
physwlans and a number ot osteopaths participated in the hometown medi-

l,a.l care Pl Ust ain,

Dental Care

During fiscal year 19355, the role of dentistry in the care of hospitalized
veterans was clarified. Particular attention was given to oral diagnosis
and treatment planning with emphasis on the team approach in related
administrative, medical, and other professional activities.

There were 298,000 patients who received dental examination and
156,000 patients who received dental treatment in the VA hospitals and
domiciliaries. In VA hospitals, dental treatment is furnished when (1) it
is probable that such treatment will have a direct or material bearing in
the treatment of the disability requiring hospitalization, (2) patients are
suffering from a chronic disability requiring constant medical attention, or
(3) patients are or will be hospitalized for prolonged periods.

During the fiscal year, there were 393,000 applications filed for outpatient
dental treatment. This number represents a decline of 57,000 applications

narad with the nvntnnnc ficral vear, A]mncf n" nf thic darrasca anr
as uu;uyouvu WAL LT PIvViUus uistal yo 42121105 Ly uclivase U=

curred subsequent to January 1, 1955. The decrease was largely due to
the effect of Public Law 83, 84th Congress, which specified that with cer-
tain exceptions, veterans with noncompensable, service-connected dis-
abilities could receive outpatient dental care only if they made application

an- +rantmeont / 1\ unfl*nn 1 vear qf{-pr r]ict‘]nqrn‘a or rn]pnca fre antivva mili
O réeaument wiliin Qisia 1€ase Irom acilve miii-

tary service or ( 2) by December 31, 1954, whichever occurred later.

The chart on page 59 shows the effect of the law on monthly applications.
A peak load in application receipts occurred in December 1955, which is
normally a low month. This was due to the efforts of veterans to file appli-

ntinne l-nr +ha nnnnmhnv- Q1 AﬂﬁAllﬂP m nrr]nv- +n rn{-oin alicihility far #ran+t
canons Uy uic L CAaliiiic ax 1Ca uAAsxu;Lx\,y i1Ur ucai-

ment. After December there was an abrupt decline in the number of
applications.
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APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR OUTPATIENT DENTAL CARE
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CCll rebwllb O1€ IO a reaucuion in Lllb vueL-
patient dental workload were the directives of the prior fiscal year which
imposed limitations on (1) eligibility of veterans for repeat dental treat-
ment and (2) the allowance of dental care for veterans on presumptive
evidence of service-connection. These cases were Iargeiy responsible for
the heavy workloads in outpatient dental clinics in prior fiscal years.

It is economically wise for the individual veteran and the Veterans Ad-
ministration to utilize fee dentists in those communities where VA clinical
facilities are not available or where undue hardship is imposed on the vet-
eran in reporting during regular clinic hours. In this connection, during
the pemod July 1, 1954, through February 28, 1955, 33,000 dentists par-
ticipated in the hometown dental care program. Dumng the fiscal year,
fee dentists treated 112,000 cases at an average cost of $120. In addition,
these dentists examined 69,000 cases at an average cost of $15.

During the fiscal year, a total of 200,000 examination cases and 165,000

+Le

atthar o a0 An fan bhagia 10

A7 Tatad
dental treatment cases were completed on either a staff or i€€ Dasis ifi Ui

dental treatment cases were compl
outpatient dental program.

The Veterans Administration is currently raising the standards of dental
care in VA domiciliaries. During fiscal year 1955, a survey of the dental
health of domiciliary members was begun. To date, the results of the
survey in 9 of the 17 domiciliaries have been tabulated. The preliminary
results show that 33 percent of the members examined required dental
treatment. Of those domiciled less than 1 year, 41 percent were in need
of dental treatment; those domiciled 1 to 2 years, 27 percent; 2 to 5 years,
33 percent; and 5 years or more, 33 percent. The ratio in the latter cate-
gories is considerably higher at certain stations, and seems to vary in relation
to the available facilities and staff.
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Domiciliary Care

Domiciliary care is one of the VA programs concerned with the aged
veteran, Whlle age of itself is not a criterion for eligibility for domiciliary
care, the average age of veterans for whom the Veterans Administration

is prov1d1ng this type of care is 62 years.
™~ 3 me hasa s

o iCirdly care has been pro sided by the rans Al rat
one of its predecessor or ganizations since 1866. It is the purpose of domi-

B iza since
ciliary care to provide for the disabled veteran, as nearly as possible, an
enVIronment 31m11ar to that which he would enjoy in a normal home.

S DT I PRI, MU M £, A b l1lal ol fn asemnallll i £AT
1Q€S a nome 10r a veteran WLIU UCLdubC O1 nis ail SADIILIES, 1S UIlapi€ 10 101~
low a substantially gain-L.l occupation, and whose economic status is such

that he cannot provide care for himself.
It is the objective of the Veterans Admunistration to provide for such
disabled veterans: ( 1) a place wherc they can live under conditions that
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will promote their health and conte articles and
services which they are unable to prvvide for themselves, and (3) necessary
rehabilitation and resocialization measures to prepare the veteran for a

return to his community or, where this is not possible, to function at
maximum capacity in the domiciliary status.
In addition to providing shelter, food, and clothing, domiciliary care

encomnasses indicated medical care on an am hu]qtonr atient hacm which

CLLVLL PAsSTS 1L altu 1tlitar 2y I;“u-.; AL Dasiy Wiiilil

the disabled veteran may require. Veterans, who are physically able to
do so, are required to perform some work in connection with the main-
tenance and operation of the station at which they are receiving domiciliary
care. This includes complete housekeeping in their quarters, and assign-

ment to other dutiee for which thev mav he nhvusically analified
40Ca W0 Ol QUUGS 100 WL UICY Hiay OC paysiCauy Gquaililca.

As an incentive for the member to seek to establish himself in his com-
munity, and to restore self-confidence, a program of paid member employ-
ment is in effect. The salaries paid these member-employees are at a rate
commensurate with their capabilities, and the amount of work which is
expected of them.

Hobby craft and manual arts therapy shops are maintained in order
that the creative tendencies among the domiciliary members may be en-
couraged and fostered as well as to provide helpful activity. A prime
element in the resocialization of the domiciliary member are the many pro-
grams offered by the workers of the VA volunteer service.

The Veterans Administration, during fiscal year 1955, provided domi-
ciliary care at 17 field stations. Fourteen stations were located in con-
nection with hospitals. Three stations were separate and apart from hos-

pitals. At these three stations, infirmary service with limited medical

traatment was availahle A+ Fva ctatiang damicilicrmy arecmmadaticnne
réatment was avauaoif. 432U 1IVE D LiUILD, WU Clii, 1y aCCUILILIIOUAtIOILS

were provided for women veterans.
The total operating beds for domiciliary care on June 30, 1955, were
17,676, as compared with 17,589 on June 30, 1954. At the end of fiscal

year 1955, 16,858 members were receiving domiciliary care as compared

with an averace daily laad ~f 18 700 Rer meviande af ili4a v commrs
Wil all averagt Gaiiy 1644 01 19,/00. DYy PErioas of uuutaxy bClVlLC, UICbC

members were divided as follows: World War I—81 percent; World War
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IT—13 percent; Spanish-American and other wars—4 percent ; peacetime—
2 percent.

Twenty-cight of the States maintain 33 State soldiers’ homes for the
care of veterans. \A’qecqnh11cp++c New Tersev. Oklahoma Wac]ﬁlno’fr\n

Massachusetts, New Jersey, O " ton,
and West Virginia operate two homes each. Federal aid at a rate not to
exceed $700 per veteran domiciled in State homes per year, or one-half
the per capita cost of maintenance, whichever is less, was paid by the
Veterans Administration to these 28 States for those veterans who were

eligible for hospital treatment or domiciliary care by the Veterans Ad-

ministration. This amount was increased from a maximum of $500 to $700
by Public Law 613, 83d Congress.

During the year, a daily average of 8,802 veterans were cared for in
these State homes compared with 8,346 in fiscal year 1954.

A modest program Uf Auudu;ulzatluu uf the qu‘“‘ters fc" ‘v’A dcmlc

members was inaugurated during the year. Old type beds with cotton
pad mattresses were replaced with a modern type bed with inner-spring
mattresses. There was also provided for each member a double sized
locker-desk combination with a matc'ning chair and an individual desk
lamp. These lockers were of such a size as to enable the member to care
for his clothing more satisfactorily and in many instances were arranged
to give the member some sense of privacy which they had not hitherto
known.

In addition to these improvements new beds in a number of color com-

S diara A +:]n Aanre Arinrag + ligh+: A xar .y A
inations, new uie noors, nuorescent iigning, ana window dnay\,S were

installed to provide a more homelike atmosphere. In providing this con-
trast from the standard, drab, institutional atmosphere, full utilization
was made of the importance of color harmony. While available funds
permitted this renovation for only a very small segment of the total pro-
grain, the results were hlg,uxy 51atuyu1g as evidenced b 0y marked i improve-
ment in the personal appearance, morale, and conduct of the members.
iGrmacy

Complete pharmacy service is provided in each VA hospital, domiciliary,
and outpatient clinic. A staff of 474 pharmacists filled approximately
2,967,000 prescriptions, and supplied wards and clinics with 4,643,000
medications for floor stock.

In order to eliminate duplication, reduce VA inventories of drugs, and
permit more competitive purchasing, professional personnel have been
encouraged to use generic names rather than brand names in prescribing,
selecting, and stocking drugs. Standards were developed for drugs to be
purchased by generic name and to assure maintenance of quality. One
hundred and sixteen drug items previously purchased by brand names
through contracts were replaced by 25 drug items to be purchased or
contracted for by generic names. Additional items will be standardized
during fiscal year 1956.

The first of a planned series of intra-VA pharmacy conferences was held
in May 1955. Newer professional methods and techniques were presented,
mutual administrative and operational problems were resolved, and an
evaluation of pharmacy services was gained for future program planning.
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Pharmacists from 14 VA hospitals exchanged duties on temporary as-
signments to broaden their experience, and to improve service by an ex-

chanoe of ideac Chief nharmaciste from smaller haenitale were ascioned
Caange Cr 1Geas. il paarmacisis irdinn siMaudl N0spita:s werd assiglic

to larger teaching hospitals as temporary staff members, while staff phar-
macists from the larger activities assumed responsibilities as chief phar-
macists in the smaller hospitals. The éxchange of duties promoted in-
terest in career development within the Veterans Administration.

Sunnlementine nharmacies in VA finld ctatinne cantracte were continued
Uut}ylblllbllbllls yqu; 111ACVEUD 411 V 4y iviu DLGLJUIID’ LULILLALVLD VWLl L Lualuiiiucu

with State pharmaceutical associations in 46 States and Hawaii for pro-
viding prescription services to eligible veterans through retail pharmacies.
During the fiscal year, 649,000 prescriptions were filled by such pharmacies.
In general, supplemental contract pharmacy services are utilized in cases
lable

requiring nromnt treatment when VA farilitiee are not readily available

AVYMILLLE PLUVILPL LITALLLITIIL WAL V43 1alliuls alt UL tlalilly av 1

Medicai Administration

nd clinics, aimed at improving administrative practices and pro-
0 I;dlno' maore FYT\PA!'“{'\'HQ QP?“II[‘P ff\ veteranca Q“A Q]If\!A"“g

A222ip  AARET LAPCLIUIOUS SCIVILC vOiliaills, iill QiuaUvvais

medlcal personnel more time for the direct care of patients. As an example
of these tests, the addressograph-type of equipment for the administrative
processmg of hosp1ta1 records was pllot-tested at a large VA hospltal At

other btd(lOﬁS, the remote control dictation system wmcn uuuzes exxsnng
fP]Pnhnnp fnr‘l]lupc was satisfactorily emnloved

......... T OAGUANILS Was SatisialiViingy CilpaUyCel.

The VA hospitals at Aspinwall and Pittsburgh, Pa., were consolidated
under a single management during the year. It is expected, as a result of
the consolidation, that annual savings will be effected by centralized pur-

cnasmg and the utilization of common SCI'VICCS and eqUIPanL At the
C]_n e of the vear, the test of nnprahnnc of consolidated hosnitals was beino

ST O UILT Jhal, it sl O CIGuiUhis UL LULSULILG LU LUUsPIlaLs Was Ulilig

extended to other areas where the type and size of hospitals indicate the
feasibility of their operation under a single management.

Advances were made in the hospital management training program dur-
ing the fiscal year. This subject is discussed in the article on education
and frmnmg

Efforts were concentrated on the proper maintenance and disposal of
records in order to (1) simplify and standardize methods, (2) promote
operational eﬂiciency, and (3) effect monetary savings Approximately
35,000 cubic feet of records were disposed of by salvage or burning, of which
ﬁ 500 cubic feet were transferred to records centers. The volume of records

involved represents the contents of approximately 2,900 5-drawer filing
cabinets valued at $153,700.
Congressmnal authorlty was obtained for the salvage of all exposed clini-

cal X-ray films after 10 years from date of latest exposed film, and dental
X-rav films after 1 vear. The salvagine of these exnosed X-rav ilms should
A-ray ilms alter 1 year. 1hesalvaging ol these exposed A-ray films should

result in considerable revenue to the Federal Government in addition to
the filing equipment and floorspace made available for other use.



Arrangements were made with the General Services Administration to
transfer the payroll folders of separated Department of Medicine and
Qocnmnancs el oo ~ T ATl T sl s wrmdiii PR

e 1 . T
Surgery employees to Federal records centers. The volume of payroll
folders thus transferred from VA facilities will amount to __pnrnsnmafey
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1,800 cubic feet, occupying 380 5-drawer cabinets valued at $20,000.
To reduce paperwork act1v1t1es connected w1th the reporting of the in-
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Substant 1 economies wer ﬂ'ected in the app ica
fication techniques by trained supervisors in VA hospitals. During the
. .

year these supervisors submitted more than 2,200 ideas for work simpli-

_____ RIC SR TR .7, S U | U RSP ISP 1, SRR S
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$218,000. In addltlon, considerable savings in man-hours and space were

effected through adoption of the improved methods and procedures.
Early in fiscal year 1955, authority was granted to establish a housekeep-
ing division in all VA hospltals As of June 30, 1955, there were 81 hospi-

tals having such a division headed by an executive housekeeper. Reports
from these hospltals indicated the establishment of such a division has been
responsible for (1) a better utilization of personnel, (2) an increased at-

tention to patlent-care areas, (3) improved hospital appearance, and (4)
a more accurate control of supplies and equipment. In addition, labor-

............. asro 2 d PR B [ PO, (PR, Lo [ o
bd.Vlllg UUVILCB 11 Ve UCCII lllbtdllcu, ana buleu S St 1aardizea 10r g edfcr
operating efficiency and economy. Training aids consisting of posters

filmstrips, and other media have been distributed to the field as an aid
to housekeeping personnel in proper techniques and procedures.

Supply

As a result of continued emphasis on a program of inventory management,
DM&S station inventories have been gradually reduced to more economi-
cal levels. Of the total property determined to be excess by DM&S sta-
tions, 46 percent was utilized within the Veterans Administration through

Artmorilavicatinm and wadictmlhaadia and Q narcant wurag trancfoervrad +4 Athan

vilvulalizalivlil allu Lt,ulauluu.uuu ana o PCIDCIIL wad L1aliditliCu W vl
Federal agencies.

Three new hospitals were completely equipped and activated on schedule.
New buildings at 3 existing hospitals were completely equipped, and initial
portable equipment requirements were furnished for 16 major construction
projects.

During fiscal year 1955, the total value of supply fund sales by the Depart-
ment of Medicine and Surgery to using services amounted to approximately
$116,560,000 which is a decrease of nearly $4,220,000 as compared with
fiscal year 1954. This decline in the value of sales was the result of the
reduction in new construction items shipped and suld, the greater cost con-
sciousness and economy being exercised by the using departments, and the
decrease in the cost of the items being utilized by the Veterans Adminis-
tration.
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Additional savings are reflected in this decrease in the value of sales since

enpn]lpe QY‘IA pnnn‘\mpnf F(\I‘ n]mncf 1 Gnn maorae n*nprnhno’ ]"\Prk hﬂ‘fﬂ I’\PP“
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furnished this fiscal year than in fiscal year 1954. An annual saving of
approximately $90,000 was effected by quantity purchasing of hearing aids.
An improved method of estimating supply requirements of eyeglasses, based
on a more realistic estimate of usage, made possible a saving of $16,800

hv reducine the average cost of nrescriptions

STURLLLE WL aViiagt LU Ul pPaloliapuiUils.

Through the use of electrical accounting machines, the Department of
Medicine and Surgery has been able to improve the methods of furnishing
and using current inventory and other supply data. This system has been
installed at 125 VA field stations, with 22 centrally located coordination and

control nninfc accomnlishine fhp actual machine work Tt is anticipated

QIT0OL LALILS QLLLLIPLUGIIIES Wil aliual halluille WoOis, 5 aliulipailtu

that the remaining field stations of the Department of Medicine and Surgery
will be included in this program by December 1956.
As part of the maintenance program designed to extend the use of hos-

pital equipment to the maximum period, service and reclamation shops
located in the 3 VA cnnnlv denots. nrocessed 86.000 jtems of medical eauin-

located in the 3 VA su depots, processed 86,000 items of medical equip-
ment. Of this total, 31,000 required major repair or modernization, and
55,000 required cleaning, adjusting, testing, and repackaging. In addition
to this operation for the Veterans Administration, the service and reclama-
tion shops through cross-servicing agreements with other Government

agencies, repaired over 900 items of equipment for other Federal agencies.

Value of these services to other Federal agencies during fiscal year 1955 was
approximately $52,000.

Engineering

The engineering nrogram of the Denartment of Medicine and Suro ry

oeClilly P L=24803 L O IANCI O L

is respons:ble for the determination and development of requirements for
and the maintenance, repair, operatlon and protection of the physical
plant and utilities of all activities of the Department of Medicine and
Surgery. This involves responsibility for hospitals, domiciliaries, and cen-
ters with approximately 101 million square feet of floorspace; 148 laun-

243 oxlllialel 12223030 S RalT IR0 O 10Ispalc, 70 ialal

dries; 8 dry-clcamng plants, 32 water supply systems; 32 sewage disposal
plants; 511 air-conditioning and refrigeration plants; 643 high-pressure
boilers; 1,050 passenger elevators and 525 freight elevators 707 miles of
road; and 9,870 acres of refined lawns as well as farms and unimproved
land areas.

During the fiscal year, detailed operational requirement surveys were
conducted at four hospitals in continuation of the progressive program of
brmgmg older VA hospitals up to current standards. To provide for essen-

tial projects which could not be held in abeyance for accomplishment of
t

ion surveys, partial surveys were made at three addi-

comnlete modernizati

LOIIpICle Inocid

tional hospitals. Deficiency surveys were completed at 4 hospitals and in
1 building at another hospital, to determine adjustments and completion
items necessary for patlent occupancy Onsite studies were conducted at

ity of consolidating regional office
t

partments,
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The nn<1f1nn< of maintenance P'no'mper and ezfpfv and fire nrotecnon
engineer r established for each area medical office have been ﬁlled, with two
exceptions. Regularly scheduled evaluation surveys of engineering and
safety, and fire protection activities at field stations are now being made by
area offices.

In the field. o fmanagernenf imn ovement, a qtndv to determine an aDnh-
cable unit cost factor for station engineering activities was initiated. This
factor will be applied to the review of station budget estimates, evaluation
of effectiveness, and economy of station engineering operations.

To provide for a more satisfactory interchange of current engineering de-
velopments, and of individual station problems; a series of engineering panel
discussions was instituted, of which five were held during the fiscal year.

In the field of technical improvement, a conductive ceramic tile floor
has been adopted for operating suite areas as the most satisfactory yet
discovered for reducing electrical hazards, and for long-wearing qualities
and ease of maintenance; a policy was established to provide for continua-
tion of essential services at field stations during periods of electrical outages;
a recommendation was made that VA design provide pipe spaces in new
and remodeled buildings to facilitate plumbing repairs; procedures and
specifications were developed for testing under field conditions the most
promising of various types of steel water tank linings in order to control
corrosion; the use of plastic wall surfacing material was introduced in lieu
of painting walls, to reduce recurring maintenance costs and damage to
such walls; and use was made of amines to reduce corrosion in steam and
condensate return lines in order to decrease repair costs and increase the
life of pipelines.

Continued emphasis was placed on fire protection and control. Funds
were provided and work begun to install automatic sprinklers in non-fire-
resistant patient-used or occupied buildings, and in the more hazardous
areas of fire-resistive buildings at 26 stations. Special attention was given
to station fire reporting; fire fighting, evacuation methods, and fire pro-
tection inspections at all Department of Medicine and Surgery field stations.

Veterans Canteen Service

There were 176 canteens in VA hognitale and domiciliaries on Tupp 'Zn

1955. One new canteen was opened during the year, and 32 canteens were

remodeled. New equipment was installed in other canteens as a means of

providing greater efficiency and better service. '
A selected line of merchandise and services, which add to the comfort

and well- heino of patle“ts is made a qvaﬂah]ﬁ to pahpnfc at v'pacnnah]p pﬂnpc

The program which allows neuropsychiatric patients to choose items for
their own use on regularly scheduled visits to canteens was continued.
Service to nonambulatory patients by means of ward cart visits to the hos-
pital wards was expanded.

h"wnn the fiscal year fl’\P canteen oneration wag eplf-cnefs\n’nno‘ naving
ring ae nsca r, operatio aming, paying

all of its operating and administrative expenses from current revenue.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS BENEFITS

'The Department of Veterans Benefits, under a Deputy Administrator,
conducts an mtegrated program of veterans benefits consisting of compensa-

tion and pension, vocational rehabilitation and education, loan guaranty,
guardianship and field examination, and contact activities of the Veterans
Adm1mstrat10n This program was carried out durlng the fiscal year 1955

______ 4 ~

through 5 area supervision offices, 69 regional offices, Veterans Benefits
n

Office, Washington, D. C., and the claims services of 3 district offices.
~ = 1 . .
Compensaiion and Pension
General.—The function of the compensation and pension program is
basically that of adjudication of claims filed by living veterans

y c d by
ion, pension, conveyances, specially adapted h
outpatient treatment, and in doubtful cases 1nvolving the character of is-
charge or discharge for disability incurred in line of duty, of determining
eligibility for other beneﬁts under the laws adrmnlstered he Veterans

i Tad a3 s nd
Adlllllllb Liativil, u,

1 o
Department of Labo also of a
and beneficiaries of deceased veterans for cornpensatlon pensmn, bunal
allowance, accrued benefits, death insurance or servicemen’s indemnity pay-
ments; preparing rating sehedules and extensions thereto which are the
basis for evaluating disability for the purpose of c "ompensation, pension,
and disability retirement from the uniformed service; developing and cer-
tifying appeals; furnishing technical advice on proposed legislation; and
the consideration and resolution of all cases involving overpayment of bene-
fits or the forfeiture of rights under the laws admmlstered by the Veterans
Administration. The program is administer th
5 area supervision offices, the adjudication divisions of 69
the claims services of 3 district ofﬁces and the compensatlox and pension
service, Veterans Benefits Office, Washlngton D.C.
During the fiscal year 1955, four laws enacted by the ongress sig-

1 and o
nificantly affected the disability compensation and pe
de

first of these Pubhc Law 695, 83d Congress. provi
awards on account of loss, or loss of use, of an extremity or organ or for
arrested tuberculosis, and provided further for ad]ustments upward or

11 Thia las:y ~fFna
downward to the nearest dollar. This law aff

hvmq veterans of wartime and peacetim Servic.e
rates of compensation for surviving w1dows (w1thout chlldren) and de-
pendent parents of deceased veterans. A previous law had provided in-
creased rates for surviving chlldren Public Law 698, 83d Congress, en-

acted on the same day, provided a 5 perccm increase in rates of pension to
pegted disability or

SC 1
surviving dependents on account of non-service-con disability
death with certain minor exceptions. Pubhc Law 83, 84th Congress, en-
acted June 16, 1955, rather strictly limited eligibility for treatment of non-
compensable service-connected dental conditions with the exception of
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those due to direct trauma in service, or of a former prisoner of war, or
when the dental condition aggravates another service-connected disability,
or in cases of Spanish-American War veterans. Public Law 92, 84th
Congress, enacted June 21, 1955, extenclecl the time limit for appucanons

£ ~Lila +Thae AATrATra A
10T autoinooues Of otner Conveyances uy certain disabled veterans,

As a result of a report by General Accounting Office representatives to a
subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee, a review of dis-
ability compensatlon and pensmn cases was instituted April 2, 1954, and
was contmued through the hscal year 1955. The purpose of the review
is to ensure \1 ) that VAr Lcsulauuun cuu‘i;uurus future scheduled examina-
tions are properly applied on an individual case basis and in a reasonable
and realistic manner and (2) that the adjudication of each case is sound
and in accordance with the applicable laws and regulations and that vet-
erans are not denied benefits to which they are entitied and are not
maintained on the rolls if the ratings pursuant to which they were added
to the rolls were clearly and unmistakably erroneous. The duration of this
review is indefinite.

Four laws enacted by the 83d Congress significantly affected the death
compensation and pension program during fiscal year 1953. Public Law
638, approved August 24, 1954, extended coverage of the Servicemen’s
Indemnity Act of 1951, to members of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps,
when called or ordered to active training duty for 14 days or more. Public
Law 650, approved August 24, 1954, provided benefits under laws ad-
mlmstered by the Veterans Admlmstrauon based upon service in the
Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, where certain conditions are met. Public
Laws 695 and 698, approved August 28, 1954, provided increases in the
monthly rates of compensation and pension, respectively, that are payable
to certain veterans and their dependents. In addition to absorbing the
work represented by these enactments 1t was necessary to prepare instruc-
tions and regulations for the correct and prompt ad djudication of cases to
which they applied.

Continued effort was made to facilitate the adjudication of all claims so
as to render the best service to veterans and their dependents in as eco-
nomical and efficient manner as possible, with a minimum of deiay in
their ad J udication.

Compensation and Pension—Veterans.—The number of veterans in
receipt of compensation and penslon benefits on June 30, 1955, increased
3 percent from the end of the prior fiscal year. The pnnc1pa1 increase
occurred in the Korean conflict service- connected cases. There were also

atanr

significant increases in the non-service-connected pension cases of veterans
of World War I, World War II, and the Korean conflict. Decreases oc-
curred in the World War I and World War II service-connected running
awards.

The following summary shows the number of veterans on the compen-

sation and pt:nblOIl rolls for each war s the .L\Usulal Ebl,a,bhbhulcul., and the
Korean conflict as of June 30, 1955, and June 30, 1954, together with the
amount expended for these benefits during the fiscal years 1955 and 1954.



Wars and Regular Establishment

Number on roll

Expenditures during fiscal year

June 30, 1955

June 30, 1954

Percent of
increase or

Fiscal year 1955

Fiscal year 1954

Percent of
increase or

decrease decrease
Total. . ... ... 2, 666, 992 2, 588, 579 +3.0 | $1, 966,001, 325 | $1, 834, 359, 896 +7.2
WorldWar IL..... ... ... ... ... ............... 1, 673, 934 1, 676, 990 —.2 1, 085, 083, 054 | 1,046, 247, 291 +3.7
Service-connected............... ... ... 1, 619, 498 1, 628, 952 —.6 1, 038, 215, 689 1, 006, 563, 201 +3.1
Non-service-connected........................ 54, 436 48,038 +13.3 46, 867, 365 39, 684, 090 +18.1
WorldWarI.................0 .. 714,178 668, 506 +6.8 637, 975, 563 575, 736, 919 -+10.8
Service-connected 1. . .. ... .. .. ... 239, 418 250, 637 —4.5 229, 672, 610 229,615,718 .0
Non-service-connected...................... .. 474, 760 417, 869 +13.6 408, 302 953 346, 121, 201 +18.0
Regular Establishment........................ .. 63, 209 63, 115 +.1 43, 346, 244 42,073, 498 +3.0
Koreanconflict................................. 155, 357 113, 426 +37.0 118, 039, 764 81, 999, 023 +44.0
Service-connected.................. ... ..., 153, 831 112, 514 +36.7 116, 910, 651 81, 346, 959 +-43.7
Non-service-connected. ........ooooiinu... 1, 526 912 +67.3 1,129, 113 652, 064 +73.2
Spanish-American War. . ........................ 60, 125 66, 315 —9.3
Service-connected 1. .. ....... ... ... ......... 417 455 —8.4 81, 268, 268 87, 964, 516 —7.6
Non-service-connected. ... .................... 59, 708 65, 860 —9.3
Indiannwars . .......... ... ... it 188 226 —16.8 286, 736 337,014 —14.9
CivilWar. ... ... .. e 1 1 .0 1, 696 1, 635 +3.7

1 Includes special act cases.

89
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VETERANS RECEIVING DISABILITY COMPENSATION OR PENSIONS
EMD OF FISCAL YEAR

.T.).‘EUSAND THOUSAND
3000
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1
~ INCLUDES VETERANS OF KOREAN GONFLICT

Additional compensation is payable to veterans rated 50 percent or more
disabled from disabilities incurred in or aggravated during service, for a
wife, child (but not more than 3 children) and dependent parent or
parents.

The total number of veterans rated 50 percent or more disabled, who
were receiving additional compensation for dependents has increased 1.8
percent compared to the end of the prior fiscal year, while the number
of dependents has increased 3.4 as indicated in the summary of these cases
on page 70.



Veterans Dependents

Total Class of depenclents, June 30, 1955

Wars and Regular Establishment Percent of

June 30, | June 30, ini;cezge g o

1955 1954 N — Percent of
decrease | J uln ;;go’ Julngt—SZO, increase or| Wives Children | Parents
- decrease

..................... 303,668 | 298,415 +1.8 | 680,077 | 657,576 +3.4 | 273,464 | 374,046 32,567
World War IT.................. 220,297 | 220, 826 —.2 | 548,690 | 538,382 +1.9 | 196,718 | 326,347 25, 625
................... 49,749 51, 205 —2.8 64, 605 68,472 —5.6 47, 947 15, 153 1, 505
Regular Establlishraent. .......... 11,419 11, 524 —.9 23, 282 23,209 +.3 9, 626 11, 859 1,797
Korean conflict. ................ 21,970 14, 604 50. 4 43, 250 27,239 +58.8 18, 941 20, 669 3, 640
Spanish-American War.......... 233 256 —9.0 250 274 -—8.8 232 18 ..........

174
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EXPENDITURES FOR DISABILITY COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
DURING FISCAL YEAR

MILLIONS MILLIONS
of OF
DOLLARS DOLLARS
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-I/INCLUDES VETERANS OF KOREAN CONFLIGT

Pensions for non-service-connected disabilities are payable to veterans
eligible for pension under part IIT, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), at
monthly rates of $66.15 for permanent and total disability, or $78.75
where the eligible veteran has been rated permanent and total and in
receipt of pension for us
of 65 years, or $135.45 monthly rate where the ehglble veteran is or be-
comes, on account of age or physlcal or mental disabilities, helpless or blind
or so nearly helpless or blind as to need or require the regular aid and

attendance of another person.

SQ

‘13

eriod of 10 years or reaches the age

Tha fallavin
The following summary shows the number

veterans of World War

of
I, World War II, and the Korean conflic wh o were receiving pensions for
non-service-connected disabilities as of June 30, 1955, at the rates payable.

Monthly rate of pension
Service Total |
$66.15 $78.75 $135.45
WorldWar XI...................... 474,760 244, 455 ‘ 215, 529 14,776
WorldWar Il ... ................ 54, 436 49, 574 606 4,256
Korean conflict. ...........cooononn. 1,526 1, 357 1 .......... 169
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Automobiles and Other Conveyances for Disabled Veterans.—Public
Law 663, 79th Congress, was the first law which provided an automobile
or other conveyance for each veteran of World War II who was entitled
to compensation for the loss, or loss of use, of one or both legs at or above
the ankle. The law further provided that no veteran would be given an
automobile or other conveyance until it was established, to the satisfaction
of the Veterans Administration, that the veteran was licensed by his State
or other licensing authority to operate the automobile or other conveyance
in a manner consistent with his own safety and the safety of others. The
cost per vehicle or conveyance could not exceed $1,600, including equip-
ment with such special attachments and devices as the Veterans Adminis-
tration deemed necessary. Public Law 798, 81st Congress, provided for
the payment by the Veterans Administration of the total purchase price,
if not in excess of $1,600, or the amount of $1,600, if the total purchase
price was in excess of $1,600, and further specified that no veteran shall
be entitled to receive more than one automobile or other conveyance.

Public Law 187, 82d Congress, provides for the payment not to exceed
$1,600 on the purchase price for an automobile or other conveyance for
each veteran of World War II or of the Korean conflict, and prior to such
date as shall thereafter be determined by Presidential proclamation or con-
current resolution of the Congress, who is entitled to compensation for the
loss or permanent loss of use of one or both feet, loss or permanent loss of
use of one or both hands, or permanent impairment of vision of both eyes.
The law also provides that a veteran who cannot qualify to operate a
vehicle shall nevertheless be entitled to the payment of not to exceed $1,600
on the purchase price of an automobile or other conveyance, to be operated
for him by another person, provided the veteran meets the other eligibility
requirements, and further provides that no veteran shall be entitled to
receive more than one automobile.

Public Law 92, 84th Congress, extended the time for application for
automobiles or other conveyances to a date 5 years after October 20, 1951,
or from the date of discharge or release from active service, whichever is
later, with provisions for later application if the disability occurs after dis-
charge or release from active service, or is determined to exist at a subse-
quent date.

During fiscal year 1955, new claims were received from 2,317 veterans,
and reopened claims from 183 others. A total of 1,452 veterans were

certified as eligible and 1,202 were determined to be ineligible for the most
part because they did not have the requisite extent of disability. During
the year 1,779 cases were certified for payment, in the amount of $2,841,-
029. At the conclusion of the year, 42,870 automobiles and other con-

3 rata Ana
veyances had been certified for payment at an aggregate cos

ot
<

$68,351,679.

Compensation and Pension—Dependents.—The number of deceased
veterans and the number of dependents of those veterans on whose ac-
count death compensation or death pension benefits were being paid June

30, 1955, show an increase from the end of the prior fiscal year of 3.9
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DECEASED VETERANS WHOSE DEPENDENTS WERE RECEIVING DEATH
COMPENSATIONS OR PENSIONS
END OF FISCAL YEAR

THOUSAND THOUSAND
]
e % °°°
700 700

// o

1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 1955

!’INGLUNS VETERANS OF KOREAN GONFLICT

percent in the number of deceased veterans and 2.3 percent in the number
of dependents.

The summary on page 74 shows, as of June 30, 1955, and June 30,
1954, the total number of deceased veterans on whose account compensa-
tion for service-connected death and pension for non-service-connected
death was being paid, as well as the number of dependents of those veterans.
There is also shown a classification of the dependents as of June 30, 1955.

The summary on page 75 shows the number of deceased veterans of all
wars, the Regular Establishment and the Korean conflict on whose account
compensation and pension benefits were being paid as of June 30, 1955,

and Tiina 2N 1QRA + +Th <~
and June 30, 1954, together with the amounts expended for these benefits
duri

ng fiscal years 1955 and 1954.

369269—56——6



Deceased veterans Dependents
Total Class of dependents June 30, 1955
Wars and Regular Establishnient June 30, | June 30 Percent of
T 1955 1954 o:'llél:;:ras :se June 30, | June 30 Percent of
¢ 955 ’ 1954 ? increase: Widows | Children Parents
‘ N or decrease|
| R

Total.................... 808,303 | 777,988 +3.9 1,154,173 |1, 128, 310 -4-2.3 | 500,857 | 321,588 331, 728
World War IT. ................. 304,459 | 295, 641 +3.0 523,735 | 517,256 4+1.3 77,045 | 183, 662 263, 028
Service-connected . . ......... 275,453 | 270, 660 +1.8 | 457,267 | 460, 358 —.7 60,127 | 134,112 263, 028
Non-service-connected........ 29, 005 24, 961 -+16.1 66, 468 56, 898 +16.8 16,918 49,550 {..........
WorldWarI................... 361, 811 | 344,120 +5.1 | 446,528 | 435,323 +-2.6 | 317,730 | 106,776 22,022
Service-connected .. ......... 54, 520 56, 954 —4.3 60, 151 63, 419 --5.2 33, 650 4,479 22,022
Non-service-connected........| 307,291 | 287,166 +7.0 | 386,377 | 371,904 +-3.9 | 284,080 | 102,297 |..........
Regular Establishment 1.......... 18,735 18,613 +.7 27, 549 27, 628 —.3 8,523 7,611 11, 415
Korean conflict................. 34, 151 29, 360 -+16.3 65, 191 55, 748 +16.9 10, 556 19, 388 35, 247
Service-connected . .......... 33,777 29, 201 -+15.7 64, 359 55, 391 +16.2 10,273 18, 839 35, 247
Non-service-connected..... ... 374 159 +135.2 832 357 +133.1 283 549 |.. ... ...,
Spanish-American War........... 81, 883 82,054 —.2 83, 848 84,103 -.3 80,753 3,079 16
Service-connected . ......... 1,251 1,281 —2.3 1,274 1, 303 —2.2 1,205 53 16
Non-service-connected. ... .. .. 80, 632 80, 773 —.2 32, 574 82, 800 —. 3 79, 548 3,026 |..........
Indian wars1................... 1,234 1,298 —4.9 1, 238 1, 301 —4.8 1,215 23 [l
CivilWar!, .. .................. 6, 020 6, 892 --12.7 6, 075 6, 941 —12.5 5,027 1,048 |..........
Mexican Warl.................. 9 10 --10.0 9 10 —10.0 8 f I

1 Includes special act cases.

YL
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Wars and Regular Establishment

Number on roll

Iixpenditures during fiscal year

Percent of

Fiscal year

Fiscal year

Percent of

June 20, 1955 June 30, 1954 increase or . e iincrease or
decrease 1955 1354 decrease
Total. oo e 808, 303 777, 968 4-3.9 | $664, 457,401 | $612, 189, 266 +-8.5
World War II....... ...ttt 304, 459 295, 641 4-3.0 | 307,351,149 | 289,030, 376 +-6.3
Service-connected. ......... ..ol 275, 453 270, 660 4-1.8 | 288,646,987 | 273,756, 034 +-5.4
Non-service-connected..............ccoveen... 29, 006 24, 981 +16.1 18, 684, 162 15, 274, 342 +22.3
World War I......oooiiiiiiii e 361, 811 344, 120 +5.1 239, 464,514 | 218,294, 561 +-9.7
Service-connected. ... oot ii it 54, 520 56, 954 4.3 53, 369, 449 48, 941, 588 +-9.1
Non-service-conmected............covvun.... 307, 291 287,166 4-7.0 186, 075, 065 169, 352, 973 +9.9
Regular Establishment............ ... 00 18,736 18,613 +. 17,212,510 16, 096, 328 +-6.9
Korean conflict..........ocooiniiiiin it 34,151 29, 360 +16.3 40, 933, 828 30, 563, 241 +33.5
Service-connected. ..........coiiiiiiii... 33,777 29, 201 +15.7 40, 698,772 30, 569, 721 +33.1
Non-service-commected...........covvvennnnn.. 374 159 +135.2 235,056 93, 520 +151.3
Spanish-American War............. ... ... ... 81, 883 82,054 —_—.2
Service-connected 1. .. ... ... ... ..ol 1,251 1,281 —-2.3 55, 072, 317 53, 210, 186 +3.5
Non-service-conmected.............cccvennn.. 80, 632 80, 773 —. 2
Indianwars?. ... ... . ...t 1,234 1,298 --4.9 765, 594 802, 647 —4.6
Civil Warl, ., .. i i 6,020 6, 892 —12.7 3,672,807 4, 087, 237 —10. 1
Mexican Warl. .. ... ... i iinninnnnn, 9 10 —10.0 4, 682 4, 690 —.2

1 Includes special act cases.
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Expenditures during fiscal year 1955 for compensation and pension
benefits to the dependents of deceased veterans were 8.5 percent greater

than durine tha nrior ficeal vear
wicdl Qulillg wic phiCr islas yéarl.

Further data on compensation and pension benefits as of June 30, 1955,
as well as for prior fiscal years for veterans of each war, the Regular
Establishment, and the Korean conflict will also be found in the statistical
tables.

EXPENDITURES FOR DEATH COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
DURING FISCAL YEAR

MILLIONS MILLIONS
DOLLARS DOLLARS
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IJINcLUDES VETERANS OF KOREAN CONFLICT

During the year, a review was made of all cases in which compensation
or pension was being paid to persons who were residing in the so-called
“Iron Curtain” countries and were nationals of such countries. If there
was no evidence of the continued existence of the payee during the pre-
ceding year, payments were discontinued. As a result of this review, 440
awards were discontinued or adjusted, resulting in an annual reduction
of $344,116 in benefit payments.

NSLI Death Claims—Contract and Gratuitous.—The program for the
adjudication of claims from surviving beneficiaries of deceased veterans

anca nlanc vacnnnaoihiliter ~f + a

variety of incnr ie tha ha Nanartmant
nder a variety of ISUrance pians 15 Ul IrESpOonsiclilty OI ulf Leparunein

of Veterans Benefits.
Death benefits of national service life insurance have been awarded as
of June 30, 1955, in 548,673 cases on insurance valued at $4,826,729,000.

Included in this amount was gratuitous insurance valued at $138,075,000

+ha wataran had wa mntianal
QLWL 11l LUyl &4 LadLd VYIILIL LU voliutlaill lau liv lialuviial
service contract insurance, and $23,265,500 awarded in 6,942 cases where
the veteran had less than $5,000 national service contract insurance in
force at time of death. The average national service contract insurance

in force at time of the veteran’s death was $8,964.

which wae awardad in 22 179 cncos whara
Wit was aw
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Of the 443,141 death cases on which payments were being made on June
30, 1955, 404,153, or 91 percent, of the deaths occurred in service. Life
annuities only were being paid in 315,137 cases on insurance with a face
value of $2,855,821,400; a combination of life annuity and instaliments in
25,884 cases valued at $229,563,100; and installments only in 102,120
cases of insurance valued at $905,201,000. In addition, payments had
been completed on insurance cases by lump-sum payment in 52,517 cases,
valued at $410,439,900, and through completion of installment payments

in 43,021 cases, valued at $356,515,400.
The average monthly payment at the end of fiscal year 1955 was $51.79.

Widows were the only beneficiary in 27 percent and parents only in 58

percent of the active awards The average number of beneﬁc1ar1es per
case was 1.2. Payments were terminated or cancelled in 9,994 cases.
United Stales Government Life Insurance Death Claims.—Through
June 30, 1955, death awards of United States Government Life Insurance
had been made following the death of 118,779 veterans, of which 102,298

were original death awards and 16,481 where the veteran, prior to death
had been awarded United States Government Life Insurance on account
of permanent and total disability. These death awards involved the pay-
ment of insurance in the amount of $675,202,751, of which $411,006,485

was expended in lump-sum payments on 82,894 cases. Death cases num-

bering 15 689 having insurance amounting to $75,970,733 had been termi-
nated due to completion of installment payments.

Yearly Renewable Term and Automatic Insurance Death Claims.—On

nnnnnn ana hainag nastd
T"“C 30, 195‘5, the beneficiaries of 71 deceased veterans were Deing paia

in 240 monthly installments on insurance valued at $110,507, due to

amendments added to the ‘World War VeteransV "Aét', iéé;},—;v'hlci i)ro-
vided for revival of lapsed, canceled, or reduced insurance by application
of uncollected compensation due to veterans for a compensable dxsablllty

;[1.1 addLLLUll, 3 Cascs were bClllB le.lU. ad dJJllull,le LUldllIlg Cp:7:7 14 III IIlUIlIIlly
payments.

Payments of automatic insurance (provided for those who died within
120 days after October 15, 1917, or 120 days after entrance into or employ-
ment in the active service and before maklng apphcatxon for term in-

surance) valued at $8,688 were being made to beneficiaries of 2 deceased

veterans.

Servicemen’s Indemnity.—Part I, Public Law 23, 82d Congress, provides
for the payment under certain condltlons of 1ndemn1ty in lieu of insurance
to beneficiaries of deceased veterans who served in the Armed Forces on
or after J Jjune 27, 1950. Thf: amount
no Government insurance was in forc

o

indemnity payable is $10,000, if
t time of the veteran’s death: if

1
T Us ll VoWi@al 5 GCQuiy 4

Government insurance was in force, the amount payable as indemnity is
reduced by the amount of insurance in force.
Payment of indemnity is limited to the surv1v1ng spouse, child or chil-

. A mas grodo

uu;u, parent, brother, or sister of the deceased veteran and is made in 120
qual monthly installments,

Awards of indemnity amounting to $232,491,300 were authorized as of
June 30, 1955, to the beneficiaries of 27,039 deceased veterans, and of these,
payments were being made on 26,894 cases having awards of indemnity

L
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amounting to $231,294,900, and payments terminated in 145 cases }
awards of indemnity amounting to $1,196,400.

Of the cases awarded indemnity the death of the veteran occurred in
service in 90.9 percent and in 9.1 percent the death occured within the
120-day period after separation or release from service. The average num-
ber of beneficiaries per case was 1.5, with widows the only beneficiary in
25.3 percent and parent or parents only in 68.6 percent of the cases.

Through June 30, 1955, payments of indemnity amounting to $69,094,-
060 had been made, and of this amount, $27,097,902 was expended during
fiscal year 1955, as compared with $23,542,060 during the prior fiscal year.

Overpayment Waivers and Forfeitures.—Recovery of certain erroneous
payments (including overpayments) made to veterans and their depend-
ents may be waived subject to prescribed conditions, under a provision of
the World War Veterans’ Act, 1924, and subsequent legislation. Most
benefits authorized by the laws administered by the Veterans Administra-
tion are included in these waiver provisions. Among those included are
compensation, pension, insurance, subsistence allowance, education and
training allowance, payments for books and supplies in connection with
training, and charges for hospitalization. The Central Committee on
Waivers and Forfeitures has jurisdiction over all such erroneous payments
where the amount is in excess of $800. This Committee also considers
overpayments and erroneous payments if an administrative review of a
decision of a field committee on waivers is requested or if a postaudit of
such a decision is deemed desirable.

There is a field committee on waivers in each regional and district office,
and two such committees in the Veterans Benefits Office, D. C., that have
original jurisdiction in each overpayment or erroneous payment arising in
the particular office, that is not in excess of $800. The regional office com-
mittees on waivers (and also a field committee on waivers in the Veterans
Benefits Office, D. C.) determine also the liability of a school or training
establishment where an erroneous payment has been made to a veteran be-
cause of willful or negligent failure to report excessive absences or dis-
continuance of a course.

The Centrai Committee on Waivers and Forfeitures has authority to act
for the Administrator of Veterans Affairs in making administrative reviews
of determinations by a committee on waivers that an educational institution
or training establishment is, or is not, liable for an erroneous payment or
overpayment to a veteran. There is established in the Central Committee
on Waivers and Forfeitures a specially constituted review section that exer-
cises this function.

Forfeiture of rights has been prescribed by Congress for the willful sub-
mission of false or fraudulent evidence in connection with a claim for bene-
fits; also in those cases in which convincing evidence has established that a
beneficiary has been guilty of mutiny, treason, sabotage, or rendering as-
sistance to an enemy of the United States. The Central Committee on

Waivers and Forfeitures has exclusive jurisdiction in such cases.

.
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A summary of decisions for the fiscal year 1955 in both central office
and field offices follows:

Overpayment decisions, fiscal year 1955

Amount of—
Office Number
Overpayment Waiver
Total...................... 6,539 | $3,995,898.76 $1, 707, 084. 89
Centraloffice.................... 2,177 3,213, 025. 80 1, 421, 127. 64
Veterans Benefits Office, district of-
fices, and regional oﬂices ......... 4,362 782, 872. 96 285, 957. 25

Administrative review cases

Centraloffice. ................... 312 $74,786. 43 $24, 469. 43
Forfeiture cases
Total Forfeited Nonforfeited
Centraloffice. ...................
751 513 238

Vocational and Rehabilitation and Education

Basic Legislation.—The basic acts under which the vocational rehabilita-

LIGn a.l_ld edﬁ&,d[l()n and trammg programs IUDCUOD are:

(a) Public Law 16, 78th Congress, as amended,

0 aW 191816 Ler

( b) Public Law 346, 78th Congress, as amended,
(c) Public Law 894, 81st Congress, as amended, and
(d) Public Law 550, 82d Congress, as amended.

ublic Law 16, as amended, provides for vocational rehabilitation of
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for vocatlonal rehabilitation of disabled veterans of the Korean conflict.
Under these two laws, the Veterans Administration prescribes, provides, and
superv1ses a prograrn of vocational rehabilitation for disabled veterans in
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der to restore cmpwydvluty 108t Dy virtue of a nanalcap due to service-
ed disability for w]’nr‘h wartime rates of comnensation are pavable.
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gram covers each step in the rehabilitation process from the vet-
1t1a1 apphcatlon to pr0v1d1nff assistance for his placement in suitable
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nation date for all vocational rehabilitation training under Pubhc Law 16
was July 25, 1956. The termination date for such training has been ex-
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tended for 4 additional years for veterans who were unable to enter or hav-
ing entered, were unable to complete their vocational rehabilitation train-
ing on or before July 25, 1956, for compelling reasons within 3 specified
hardship categories. As a result those veterans whose cases fall within
the specified hardship categories and who previously were not eligible for
such training may now be furnished vocational rehahilitation training suhb-
sequent to July 25, 1956. A comparable extension was made of the termi-
nation date under Public Law 894, for affording vocational rehabilitation
training to disabled veterans who served during the period from June 27,
1950, to January 31, 1955.

Under the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, Public Law 346,
as amended, the Veterans Administration provides a program of education
and training which makes it possible for an eligible World War II veteran
to pursue a course of his own choice in any approved school or job-training
establishment which accepts him, provided that such course was initiated
by Tuly 25, 1951 or the date 4 years subsequent to the veteran’s discharge
from the military service, whichever is later. Under this program, veterans
may train up to a maximum of 48 months depending on the length of their
military service. In addition to subsistence allowances paid veterans while
in training, payment is made to educational institutions to cover school

franmng costs

Public Law 550, as amended, the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance
Act of 1952, provides for assistance in obtaining education and training
for those who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during the

Korean conflict. This law requires that a veteran’s program of education
or frcnn:pg must have heen initiated on or before Angncf ’)ﬂ 1954-, or

vicvasis,

within 3 years after discharge or release from active service, whlchever is
later, and that no education or training may be afforded an eligible veteran
beyond 8 years after either his discharge or release from active service or

the end of his basic service period, whichever is earlier. Public Law 610,
83d pnngrpce qpprnvpr] Angncf ‘)n 10‘34 avfpnﬂpﬂ the npﬂnr‘ for initiati

nn

of training from 2 to 3 years after dlscharge or release from active service
and extended the final cutoff date from 7 to 8 years. The extent of
a veteran’s entitlement to education and training benefits is established
on the basis of one and one-half times the duration of the veteran’s service
up te a2 maximum of 36 months. In his proclamation dated January 1,
1955, issued in accordance with the authority granted him under the pro-
visions of Public Law 550, the President established January 31, 1955, as
the closing date of the basic service period during which credit toward
Public Law 550 benefits may accrue. On February 15, 1955, Public Law 7,

RAH'\ (‘nnn‘rpcc wae anrnvpr] npwnwhng a pnran on anhvp r]nh]y mn flqe

Tuax Sy Gppa e aiiivealy

Armed Forces on January 31, 1955, to accrue entitlement to education or

training benefits until the date of his first discharge or release from such

service occurring after January 31, 1955, provided, of course, he is other-
b 1% 1 1 ™ 1.1° T ~ 1 2 1 1% 1 T o1 1tnre 21

wise eligible. Public Law 7 also establishes January 31, 1965, as the ex-

pw‘ahnn date of all education and hmrnnnn‘ benefits nnr]pr the law. The

(233833

Veterans Administration is authorized to make direct payments of educa-
tion and training allowances to eligible veterans to assist them in meeting
expenses of subsistence, tuition, fees, supplies, books, and equipment while
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pursumg an approved program of education and training.
tains a number of provisions designed to minimize unsatisfactory conditions
that developed under the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944.

Entries Into Training.—One-third more veterans commenced training
this fiscal year than had commenced tra.ining in the previous fiscal year
Ninety-six percent of the 507,000 veterans who entered training during the
fiscal year enrolled under the rapldly growing Public Law 550 program.

During fiscal year 1955, a total of 487,000 veterans commenced training
under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, bringing the
total number who have thus far availed themselves of benefits under this
act to over a million veterans. This represents one-fourth of the veterans
with military service since June 27, 1950. If experience in the World
War II program repeats itself, one-half of the veterans who are eligible
under Public Law 550 will avail themselves of training benefits eventually.

Over 7,800,000 veterans have availed themselves of education or train-
ing benefits under Public Law 346 since the beginning of the program in
1944. Only 2,000 World War II veterans commenced training under this
law during the year.

During the year, 12,500 disabled veterans with military service since
June 27, 1950, entered tramlng under Public Law 894. The total number
of veterans who have enrolled under this program since its inception
is 30,000.

Disabled veterans of World War II continued to enter training in ap-
preciable numbers in spite of the fact that the program has been in opera-
tion for over 11 years. Almost 5,000 disabled veterans commenced train-
ing under Public Law 16 in fiscal year 1955, making a total of nearly 609,000
disabled veterans of World War II who have availed themselves of voca-
tional rehabilitation training benefits.

Veterans in Training.—The total training load for all laws combined
increased during fiscal year 1955 by 10 percent over the previous year.
This is the first year in which there has been an increase in training load
over the previous year since 1948. The average number of veterans in
training per month was 584,000 compared to 530,000 in the previous fiscal
year. The peak for fiscal year 1955 was reached in April 1955 when 769,000
veterans were in tralnmg

The tollowmg table shows the average number of veterans in each major
type of training under each law during fiscal year 1955.

Public Law
Type of Training
16 894 346 550
Total....ovviie i 11,257 | 13,211 |141, 472 | 418,393
Instltutxons of higher learning................ 2,416 | 5,098 | 47,136 | 191,782
Schools below college level.. ...t 3, 878 4, 192 74 122 145, 464
Correspondence training. ... 46 271 17,041
Jobtraining....... ... ..o 2,353 2,830 3, 618 53,919
Institutional-on-farm training................ 2,610 1,091 | 16,596 | 27,228
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higher learmng during fiscal year 1955 increased 29 percent over the aver-

aral wannw 1QRA4 Mha snanle cena 1l o
age number in training during fiscal year 1954, The peak enrollment in

this type of training during the vear was reached in April 1955 when
410,000 veterans were in training. Approximately two-thirds of the
400,000 college trainees under Public Law 550 or Public Law 346 at that
time were enrolled on a full-time basis. All but a very small number of

1 g8 o aiv diaabilitdag anaos g At
disabled veterans, who, because of their disabilities cannot pursuc training

on a full-time basis, are enrolled in full-time residence tr aining.

WORLD WAR Il VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM (PUBLIC LAW 16)
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The average number of veterans in training per month in schools below
the college level during fiscal year 1955 increased 8 percent over the average
number in training during fiscal year 1954. The peak enrollment in
schools below the college level was reached in March 1955 when 254 ,000
veterans were in tralnlng Approximately one-fourth of the 244,000 vet-
erans enrolled in schools below the college level under Public Law 550 or
Public Law 346 at that time were training through correspondence courses;
half of those in residence trammg were training part-time only.

As a result of a slow climb in the institutional on-farm program under
Public Law 550 accompanied by substantial decreases in farm training
under Public Law 346, the average number of veterans in on-the-farm
training decreased from fiscal year 1954 to fiscal year 1955. The total
farm training load declined during the year from 57,000 trainees on June
30, 1954, to 43,000 trainees on June ‘m 1955, Of the total enrolled in

this type of training on June 30, 1955, 34,729 were enrolled under Public
Law 550; 4,953 were enrolled under Public Law 346; 1,711 were enrolled
under Public Law 16; and 1,388 were enrolled under Public Law 894.
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KOREAN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM (PUBLIC LAW 894)
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62,000 on June 30, 1954, to 64,500 on June 30, 1955. Nlnety -two percent
of the 1,083 veterans enrolled in job training under Public Law 346 at the
close of the year were enrolled in apprentice training. Sixty-eight percent
of the 58,225 veterans in job training under Public Law 550 at the end of

th VeAr were pnrn"pr] m annw:-nhr'p fr';nnlng
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Training Facilities.—The number of educational institutions being util-
ized by veterans pursuing courses of training declined by 4 percent during
the year, while the number of job-training establishments participating in
veterans’ training programs increased by 9 percent. Veterans were train-

ino inder all lawe 1n a tatal Af annravimately 19 NN adnicatinnal inetiti
g unger all laws 1n a tofal of approximately 14,000 equcationa: mnstitu

tions (college level and below college level) and 37,000 on-job training
establishments. Veterans of the Korean conflict were pursuing courses
in approximately 11,000 educational institutions and 33,000 on-job train-
ing establishments in 1955.

Coauncalina Carvicac — Uncatinnal samincaling 1o nrnsrided ansh annslisaan
SOUNSCING SerVILSS., v CCalilnas \.uuum,.uus is proviaeda caca ay}luuaul.

for vocational rehabilitation training prior to his induction into training.
Professionally trained counselors determine whether disabled veterans are
in need of vocational rehabilitation and apply psychological principles and
counseling techniques to assist them in the selection of occupationai goa]s

annitahla +n thair dicahilitiac and +0 thain jntavacie anditsdas ~hilisiag
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ous training and experience. In considering the probabilities of success-
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ful employment, occupational goals are agreed upon in which veterans can
expect to compete successfully after training is completed. Counselors
use a team approach in counselmg seriously disabled veterans and assisting
them in the development of plans to overcome their vocational handicaps,
drawing upon the professional services of physicians, psychiatrists, clinical
psychologists, social workers, and training specialists. Nondisabled vet-
erans are also provided vocatlonal counseling upon request and personal
adjustment counsehng is provided both disabled and nondisabled veterans
whenever personal problems interfere with suitable plans for training and
vocational rehabilitation.

The total number of veterans counseled under laws administered by the
Veterans Administration has increased in recent years. There has been a
steady decrease in the number of World War II veterans counseled under
Public Law 16 and Public Law 346, and a rapid increase in the number of
veterans of the Korean conflict who were counseled under Public Law
894 and Public Law 550. During these years the number of personal
adjustment counseling interviews remained essentially the same, having
been 19,400 in fiscal year 1953, 19,900 in 1954, and 19,600 in 1955.
During each of the years of 1954 and 1955, 2,900 of the disabled veterans
who applied for education and training under Public Law 550 were found
to be in need of vocational rehabilitation during the counseling process
and chose training under Public Law 894. Since the passage of Public
Law 610, 83d Congress, the counseling activity has also participated in
the additional determinations required by that law as to whether veterans
are entitied to pursue training beyond the basic termination dates initiaily
established in Public Laws 16 and 894, by reason of medical infeasibility
of training which prevented timely entrance into or completion of voca-
tional rehabilitation training.
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In order to meet the continued increase in caseload and to utilize the
services of local institutions and agencies in providing counseling services
of high quality, the plan of obtalmng counseling service under contract

with publm and private educational institutions was continued. The
e ir“anr‘fh centers at c"{'h inctitution 1pt~n=acpr‘ fv‘nm

guidance centers institutions rom

1ty
56 in Jun 1953 to 61 in June 1954 and to 65 in June 1955; 53,534 cases
were counseled in guidance centers in 1955 compared to 46 922 in 1954
and 31,547 in 1953.

Counseling record forms were analyzed, and revisions and consolida-

unse
tions were made so as to bring the counseling record up to date in terms

of dynamic counseling theory and practice. Additional experimental
counseling forms were developed together with instructions for their use.
There is definite evidence of continuing progress in achieving higher

ality counseling services for veterans. There has been extensive partici-

pﬂt‘nl’l nf VA rnnncp'nrc mn formal g"‘"duate trcuxuxls (58] u.u,x\,aae cG‘unSe]ux

competency with the result that since the initiation of the program of VA
support for graduate training for counseling personnel in the summer of
1953, a total of 186, approximately one-half of all counselors and repre-
senting 59 regional offices, have completed additional graduate courses.

nd
Their earn estness of purpose is shown by the f fact that both 1 yournig men ana

older men, with and w1thout dependents, have put forth special effort to
pursue courses outside office hours. Since July 1, 1953, 80 of them have
met the minimum educational and cxperience requirements for the coun-

seling psychologist (vocational renabllltatlon and education) posxtlon

A
h"“g'“g the total of counsehus l.my\,uuxuslol.a up to 131‘, more than a

third of the total number of staff members in the counseling activity, and
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50 other counselors have practically completed the minimum educational
requirements for that position. One or more counseling psychologists may
now be found in each of four-fifths of the 70 field offices. Marked im-

vl
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by regional office managers as well as by area counseling supervisors.
Training of Disabled Veterans.—In training disabled veterans under
Public Law 16 and Public Law 894, the Veterans Administration furnishes
services which inciude prescribing and arranging for the training necessary
to Pruvldc the disabled veteran with the }\uuvvluus\, skills and abilities to
make him employable in an occupation consistent with the extent and
character of his disability, including special courses and procedures to
overcome the handicap of severely disabling conditions. The selection of
a suitable training establishment or institution and the planning of an
individual t,lcujuxxs Piograiii for th\, disabled veteran are the u,oyuumbxluy
of the VA training officer. The arrangements for training which the train.
ing officer makes depend principally upon the occupation selected, the
interests of the veteran and the availability of suitable training facilities.
The locating of a suitable faciiity frequently invoives the making of an
extensive scarch by the training officer. During the fiscal year, VA train-
ing officers made over 56,500 visits to business establishments and training
institutions to find or arrange for training opportunities for the 35,400
disabled veterans who were inducted or reentered into training under
Pubiic Law 16 and Public Law 894 Where serlously dlsabled veterans
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
and a sultable tra.lmng facﬂlty is not avallable, the training ofﬁcer makes
the necessary arrangements with a private instructor to furnish the training.
In some cases it is necessary for the training officer to arrange for special
adjustments in the training situation or to provide special equlpment such
as ul.n:ua} chairs and desks and spec1a1 kcyuuand typewriiers. In other
cases of seriously disabled veterans, the training officer arranges for train-
ing necessary to overcome or minimize the physical handicap itself to be
made a part of the veteran’s program. Wherever possible disabled vet-
erans are placed In regular training situations to facilitate their social
adjustments and in order that they might learn that they can compete with
nondisabled persons. However, where necessary, arrangements are made
for the veteran to pursue his training under conditions in which he is
relatively sheltered from competition with the able-bodied and from re-
quirements to meet production standards which in ordinary training situ-
ations would interfere with the restoration of employability and which is
Dl‘OVidf‘d fhrmmh a Phﬂrifﬂh]? rP]io‘innc Pr']nr‘aﬁnna] or gnvprnmpnfa]
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organization, operated prlmarlly for the purpose of prov1d1ng vocational
tralmng, rehabilitation, and employment for the physxcally and/or mentally
handicapped.

Throughout the training period, the training officer visits the veteran at
his n]ave of frammo‘ at remﬂar intervals to prnvu'lp prnfpcmnna‘ assistance

to him in attalmng his oecupatxonal objective. In addition, the training
officer gives careful attention to the veteran’s needs for medical treatment,

training supplies and personal problems. Over 289,000 supervision con-
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ing the year. Realizing that the best proof that employability has been
restored is a showing that the veteran has been placed in suitable employ-
ment, the training officer gives careful attention to guiding the veteran
into employment throughout the training period. Prior to completion

of trainine by tha seriously handicanned vete tha +raining offie -
raimng Oy i€ sericusy nandiCappet veierans, uie training oinaler Con

tacts prospective employers and makes every reasonable effort to develop
and explore every possibility which may lead to successful placement into
suitable employment.

A series of guides for the purpose of assisting ﬁeld stations in providing

affartivza csarrira +a dicohlad vataran ha ad and raandiad
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for publication. These guides are based largely on the experience of those
field stations which have demonstrated good management practices as well
as the experience of organizations other than the Veterans Administration
that are engaged in the vocational rehabilitation of the disabled Three

onidac tha varatinnal rahahilitatinn nf tha caverale dicahlad vat
guiGses Concerning ne vodatitna: rénasu:iialion 01 i severely disabled vet-

erans were published during the year, covering the following subjects:
special rehabilitation measures for veterans with hand impairments; spe-
cial considerations regarding the disability in the vocational rehabilitation
of veterans who have hearmg, speech, or language 1mpa1rments and work

adivak i b alinad vactarativa
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A compilation of work records of totally blinded veterans and descrip-
tions of their jobs was completed during the year. This organized body of
information not only makes available to both counselors and training offi-
cers lists of occupations of blinded veterans but also describes the work

An he tha tacather with anv nececeary enecial adantatin arennal
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background having a bearing on successful employment. A similar study
has been undertaken in the cases of paraplegics and certain other wheelchair
cases. The information gained from these studies will be of great value
to field personnel responsible for handling such cases.

Cirrder virn ada durving tha vear of the emnployvment ohiectives of the
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disabled veterans who had pursued training under Public Law 894. The
following table summarizes the general types of occupations for which the
disabled veterans trained:

Qccupational objectives of disabled veterans who entered training
under Public Law 894 prior fo Dec. 1, 1954

Number Number

Major occupationai groups entered Major occupational groups entered

training training
Total............... 23,300 || Clerical and kindred. ....... 2,500
—————— |{| Sales and kindred.......... 400
Professional................ 6,800 || Servic€......cvvvriin... 600
Semiprofessional............ 2,000 || Agriculture................ 1, 400
Managerial and official...... 1,500 || Trades and industrial. . ..... 8. 100
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A comparison of the Public Law 894 program with the Public Law 16
program shows a sxgmﬁcant increase in the proportion of disabled veterans
striving for goals in the professmnal semlprofessmnal and clerical fields
and a marked decrease in the proportion training for agricultural and sales
occupations. A comparison with the total male labor force shows that
the disabled veterans prepare themselves for occupations requiring more
extensive training, knowledge and skills than is generally found among
persons in the labor force. The attainment of these goals is expected to
provide disabled veterans with satisfying and productive work experience
and will help fill the Nation’s needs for trained workers in many critical
areas of employment.

Occupational goals of disabled veterans compared with occupationai
]

[Percentage distribution]

Public Public Male
Law 894 | Law 16 labor
Major occupational group (prior to | (prior to force
Dec. 1, Dec. 1, January
1954) 1953) 1955
Total. ..ot 100% 1009 100%
Professional........... ... ... . it 29 21 N 9
Semiprofessional............. ... oo 8 7 }
Managerial and official................. ... ... 7 7 14
Clerical and kindred. ............. ... ... ... 11 6 7
Salesand kindred . . . ....... ..ot 2 5 6
Service....... ...l 2 2 6
Agriculture. . ... 6 14 11
Trade and industrial.......................... 35 38 47
Accomplishmenis of ihe Vocati h Training Pro-
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durlng “the year Results of the study inquiring into the posttrammg ex-
periences of disabled veterans which were bneﬂy C1ted in last year s annual

report were included in the full report entltleu, “Record and Evaluation
of the Vocational Rehabilitation Prooram for Disabled Veterans and Their

Ul UIU ¥V ULAUIULLIAL ANUUIAKMALILALIVLL 1 A UGKEQLLL 1UL Asiuiarratiae PLAB2AS Kaakm 2 A2l

Posttraining Employment.” The report was transmitted to the Congress
and has been published in its entirety by the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, House of Representatives (House Committee Print No. 109, 84th
bong ., Ist sess., July 8, 1955). In transmitting the report to the Congress,

it +atad
it was stated, “The Congress clearly intended that disabled veterans who

needed vocational rehabilitation should have full opportunity to prepare

for satisfactory employment and assumed that disabled veterans, including

those with serious injuries, would make the most of this opportunity. It
369269—56——7
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is my conviction that the facts disclosed by the report amply support this

basic assumption.”
The conclu

The conclusions o

The basic purpose of Public Law 16, namely, the restoration of employability is
being accomplished. The vast majority of veterans who trained in the World War 11
vocational rehabilitation program have made satisfactory employment adjustments
and have achieved a high degree of employment stability.

As might have been expected, veterans who completed their training made the most
favorable employment adjustments. The partially trained were also helped by the
program, since many of them achieved a substantial degree of employment success in
spite of the fact that the group is composed of a relatively high proportion of veterans
with disabling conditions and other characteristics which make the achievement of
satisfactory adjustments particularly difficult.

The objectives selected during counseling were generally consistent with the in-
dividual veteran’s aptitudes, interests, and physical capacities as evidenced by (1)
persistence in training in the vocatxonal objectives initially selected, (2) persistence in
employment in the field of work for which trained, and (3) the high positive relation
between job satisfaction and persistence in employment in the field of work for which
trained. These same evidences and (1) the rates of successful completion of train-
ing, (2) the extensive utilization, in employment, of skills learned during training,
and (3) the high rate of employment support the conclusion that the training pre-
scribed and other services provided by training officers were also generally effective.

It is apparent that a number of disabled veterans have not achieved a satisfactory
employment adjustment. This fact points up the need, characteristic of any de-
veloping professional field, for continuous evaluation and review of the concepts and
practices employed in vocational rehabilitation, to the end that the most effective

services possible be provided for disabled veterans.

Training Programs Under Public Laws 550 and 346.—The courses of
training in which veterans may enroll under Public Laws 346 and 550
require the approval of an agency designated by each State. Where the
State declines to establish or designate an appropriate agency, the Veterans
Administration is empowered to exercise that function. In only four States
and the District of Columbia does the Veterans Admimstratlon, through a
VA regiona] office, perform the functions of a State approving agency
wholly or in part In add tion to the exercise of the respons1b111ty stated

ove, ete n approves courses offered by agencies
e rernment, privately owned industrial establishments which

Stiica CSLaiisiiiliClils Wiiilii

o
r-v-. c‘

the Veter:
the Federal Govi
operate in a number of States and which offer courses in training in ap-
prenticeship and other on-job training, and foreign institutions. As of
the close of ﬁscal year, courses of trammg offered by 16 Federal agen-

e oan A

ning under Public Law 550. Among the in-

approved were 17 schools for Indians which are operated by the

Department of Interior. Under the provisions of Public Law 550, ap-
provals were granted to 64 private industrial corporations which operate
in a number of States. These approvals covered approximately 1,000

separate courses in apprenticeships or other on-job training in the steel,
automobile, railroad, chainstore, long-distance telephone, electrical equip-

ment, farm machinery, photographlc apparatus, and materials industries.
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35 forelgn countries for the training of veterans of the Korean conflict

Alocn of tha vea i
- the fiscal year. Under the provisions of Public Law

550, fhP courses are restricted t those offered bv 1nst1tut10ns of hlgher
i

training under Public Law 346, including college level and below college
level institutions. European i stitutions dominated the listing of approved

institi t-'nvu- in the Wectern Hemisnhere

oreign nstitutions follow: institutions inn in€ yvesiern nemispnerc,
With approval of courses a.nd institutions for the training of veterans

delegated to State approving agencies, it is essential that close cooperatlon
between the Veterans Administration and each State approvmg agency is
achieved. In recogmuon of the necessity for complete understanding, the

A gy S Ty _la. A e s nbnns o
Assistant Deputy Administrator for Vocational Rehabilitation and Educa-

tion and certain members of his staff held conferences in various parts of
the United States with groups of officials of State approving agencies to
resolve problems in admlmstermg Public Law 550 and to continue and in-
crease the degree of cooperatlon between the Veterans Administration and
the State approv ‘ing agencies. Additionally, there is established in each
State a VA Ii officer whose primary responsibility is to maintain close
and frequent contact with the approving agencies. These measures have
improved mutual understanding of the responmblhtles of the Veterans
Admlmstratlon and the btate approvmg agenc1es.

incurred by St “pprovmg agencies in the employment
ravel to various institutions and establish-
ments are relmbursable y t he Veterans Administration under the pro-
visions of Public Law 346, as amended, and Public Law 550. Seventy

ith State approvmg agencies in the United

aison
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f expenses incurred in the in-

1 1 A
superVision of on-job training establishments and
educatmnal 1nst1tut10ns during fiscal year 1955. Nineteen of the 87 agen-
cies did not request any reimbursement.
Study was made durmg the year of courses of training pursued by
. |

nT Lo fom i o DL A T o e ctudy ey
veterans enrolled thus far under Public Law 550. This atudy revealed that
the vast majority are interested in advancing themselves and attaining a

secure position in society. The courses pursued will prepare these young
people for occupations which require a considerable amount of ab111ty and
skill and will enable them to make 51gn1hcant contribution to our national

£
{ programs pursued
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Types of training pursued by veterans trained under Public Law 550
and Public Law 346

[Percentage distribution]

Public Law | Public Law
Course or training objective 550 (prior to | 346 (prior to
Dec. 1, 1954)| Dec. 1, 1952)
Total..... ... .. 100. 0% 100. 0%
Agriculture and related courses. ........ e 5.4 9.8
Accounting and auditing..................... ..., 3.1 3.1
Artanddesign. .......... ... i 2.5 2.7
Business administration and managerlal courses. .. ... . 11.0 8.9
Clerical andsales. ..................... e 4.0 5.6
Craft, trade, and industrial courses. . .................. 26.0 33.3
Education (preparatxon for teaching) .. ................ 4.6 3.1
Engineering............. PR e 7.3 5.8
Flight training..................... e 1.5 4.7
Humanities and other undergraduate college courses
(not shown elsewhcre) ........ e 13.3 5.9
Law {(including prelaw).............................. 2.2 i.5
Medicine and related courses (including prcmcdlcal and
predental)...................o.ia... 3.0 2.6
Music and Dubhc speaking................ . 1.2 1.6
Physical and natural science 1.7 1.2
Secondary and elementary courses..................... 6.5 3.8
Socxal studies and welfare work. ...................... 1.2 1.1
TheolOgY . . .. ..ot 0.7 0.5
Other types of training. . . ............ccvviinnn... ... 4.8 4.8

Contract Activities.—Approximately 5,200 contracts and 750 other pay-
ment arrangements were in effect with educational institutions to pay tui-
tion, fees, and other charges for veterans training under Public Laws 16,
894, and/ or 346. As in prior years, a number of the contracts and other

M b anleal o a 1. .
payment arrangements covered an entire State school system. The Vet-
erans Administration does not have any contractual arrangements with

educational institutions under Public Law 550 for payment of tuition, fees,
and other charges. In lieu of the Veterans Administration making pay-

ments directly to educational institutions, the law prov1des for payment of

an education and training allowance to veterans of the Korean conflict,
from which the veterans pay their own tuition and other evpenses.

Some veterans may pursue their courses of training through enrollment
in correspondence courses. Contracts were entered into w1th 92 corre-
spondence schools for tralmng veterans enrolled under Public Law 346;
47 were with colleges and universities and 45 with schools offering trade,
industrial, and business train ning. Contracts with the Vet
tion are not required under Public Law 550 for correspondence courses
given by 37 colleges and universities and 44 trade, industrial, and business
schools.
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Educational Benefits Activities.—The 1955 fiscal year saw further in-
crease in Public Law 550 training over previous years, while Public Law
346 training continued to decline. Consequently, major emphasis was
directed toward improving Public Law 550 functions especially in the
areas of eligibility and entitlement determinations, individual program
evaluations, authorization of payments and performance of compliance
activities which include visits to institutions and establishments in which
veterans are enrolled under Public Law 550 in order to verify that payments
to veterans are being made in accordance with the provisions of the law.

With regard to program evaluations, the major emphasis was placed on
proper program approval determinations, especially relating to the voca-
tional training fields. As for the authorization of payment, special studies
were conducted in an effort to improve authorization of award actions in
on-the-job and apprentice-training cases. Concurrently, the emphasis
within the compliance function was directed toward increased effectiveness
in maintaining compliance schedules and in conducting surveys of institu-
tions and establishments. In all field stations combined, the educational
benefits activity was involved in the processing of almost 5,000,000 veteran-
trainee case actions and 44,500 compliance visits to educational institutions
and on-the-job training establishments during the year.

The decline in certain aspects of vocational rehabilitation and education
field activities and the need to effect economy in field operations have made
it necessary to reexamine the structure of the vocational rehabilitation and
education field organization. To that end, a careful analysis has been
made of all available evidence, including the recommendations of field sta-
tion managers. On December 20, 1954, managers of all VA regional offices
were advised of a new organizational pattern for Vocational Rehabilitation
and Education Divisions. Vocational Rehabilitation and Education Divi-
sions were reduced from 4 to 3 sections by the establishment of a new
section (benefits and facilities) to discharge duties and responsibilities pre-
viously vested in the Educational Benefits and Training Facilities Sections.
Approximately 30 chiefs of sections and their secretaries’ positions were
thus eliminated. Offices were not permitted to create new supervisory posi-
tions as a part of the organizational change. Savings are expected to
amount to a quarter of a million dollars per year.

Benefit Payments.—Payments for subsistence, tuition, supplies and ma-
terials, education and training allowances, fee-basis counseling, beneficiary
travel, and education and training reporting allowance during fiscal year
1955 totaled more than $712,000,000. During the previous fiscal year,
these payments totaled $590,000,000. Payments under Public Law 16 and
Public Law 894 during fiscal year 1955 included $31,000,000 for sub-
sistence, $8,500,000 for tuition, $1,300,000 for supplies and materials, and
$330,000 for beneficiary travel. Benefit payments for education and train-
ing under Public Law 346 included $59,200,000 for subsistence, $37,600,000
for tuition, and $4,300,000 for supplies and materials. Payments for edu-
cation and training allowance under Public Law 550 amounted to
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were $64 000 for beneficiaries’ travel and $4, 0,000 or educatlon and
in r - [,

1 tion and train
eporting allowance. Education and trai
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1
was payable to educational institutions for each e
in and attending such institutions under Public 550, to a551st n de-
fraylng the expense of preparmg and submlttmg requlr(,d reports and

tifications. Payments for fee-basis counscllng offered under all four laws
amonnted to npprn\nmafp]u €1.600.000in § al year 1955.
al
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oXimate 1,0Vv,Uuv i1 11SC

E ndltures durm,gr fiscal year 1935 broug t the tot

training programs, to over $17 billion.

Guaranteed and Insured Loans

Under authority provided in title IIT of the Servicemen’s
Act of 1944, as amended the Veterans Admmlstratlon may guarantee or
insure home, farm, and busmess loans made by private lending institutions

£ Yar

to veterans of World War II and the Korean conﬂlct

poy s TN
Veterans of the Korean conflict, i. e.,

1950, and January 31, 1955, will have
January 31, 1965) to use their GI Ioan entltlement World War II vet-
erans who d1d not serve durmg the Korean conflict have until July 25,
1857, to use their GI loan benefit.

£ o oxr
L .0ans are made to veterans for a va

T

hose with service between June 27
0w years from the latter date {unti

422241 LUT datl Watlc ull

—
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'i of purposes, such as to buy or
nng

enterprise, to buy livestock,

1—'-. &

build a home, to conduct a busines
machmery, tools, and other equlpment and for workmg capital. The

teed varies with the purpose of the loan. Loans to purchase construct,
alter, repair, or improve a home, loans to purchase a farm on which there
is a dwelling to be occupied by the veteran as his home, and loans to con-

struct, alter, repair, or improve a farm dwelling to be occupied by the
veteran as his home may be guaranteed up to 60 percent of the loan
amount, but the guaranteed portlon may not exceed $7,500. Loans for
other farm purposes and for business purposes can be guaranteed up to 50
percent of the loan amount, with a guaranty limitation of $4,000 on real-
estate loans, and $2,000 on non-real-estate loans,

As an alternative to the guaranty of a loan, qualified lenders may have
a loan insured by the Veterans Administration. For each loan insured,
the lender receives a credit to his insurance account of 15 percent of the
loan amount, but not in excess of $4,000 for real-estate loans or $2,000 for
non- real-estate loans. Lenders are insured for losses on such loans up to
the aggregate outstanding amount of insurance credits derived from all
insured loans made.
pplications.—From the b gin iing of the loan guaranty program

a total of more than 4,600,000 applications were received for

the guaranty or insurance of loans to veterans. Fiscal year totals were
as follows:
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Durine fiscal Total, all Home Farm Business
uring fiscal year types loans loans loans

Cumulative totals. ............ 4,607, 449 |4, 298, 047 74,082 235, 320
194446, . .ot 284, 496 249, 922 10, 073 24, 501
1947 . oo 675,059 | 595,195 25, 650 54,214
1948 . o 510, 825 469, 378 14,774 26, 673
1949 . ... 296,021 | 277,117 5,956 12,948
1950, ... 509,368 | 490,277 5,530 13, 561
1951 . 581, 674 550, 350 4, 504 26, 820
1052, e s 369, 206 319, 852 2, 588 46, 766
1953 . e 335, 236 319, 359 1, 672 14, 205
1954 . . .. 377, 638 367,226 1, 440 8,972
1055 . e 667, 926 659, 371 1,895 6, 660

It will be noted that the 659,371 home loan applications received in
fiscal year 1955 established a new record, well above the previous peaks
of fiscal year 1947 and fiscal year 1951. The 1955 fiscal year was charac-
terized by a sustained high level of home loan activity, with well ove
50,000 home loan applications received in each of the last 11 months o
the year. During the previous 10-year history of the GI loan program,
the monthly volume of home loan applications had exceeded the 50,000
mark only 15 times—for 6 months in calendar year 1946, for 3 months in
1947, and for 6 months during 1950.

The greatly increased activity in GI home loans during fiscal year 1955
resulted from an improved availability of mortgage investment funds in
general, and in particular from the availability of ample funds for GI
loans, many of them with small or no downpayments and long maturities.

The favorable availability of GI loan funds from private lenders in fiscal
year 1955 is in turn attributable, in a large degree, to the favorable yields
available in relation to alternative investments. For example, during the
final quarter of fiscal year 1954 and the first half of fiscal year 1955, yields
on outstanding Government bonds of 12 to 20 years maturity had remained
relatively low—in the vicinity of 2% percent. During the final months of
fiscal year 1955, Government bond yields rose somewhat, averaging about
234 percent during the last 3 months. However, the “spread” between

==

bond yields and the 4V, percent interest rate on GI loans remained favor-
able, and there was no evidence of any serious stringency in the supply of
mortgage funds available for GI loans, aithough there were some indications
by the year’s end of widening discounts in the private secondary market on
GI loans with no downpayments and long maturities.

During fiscal year 1955, farm and business loan applications continued at
low levels.

Loan Closings.—During fiscal year 1955, a total of 571,257 loans were
guaranteed or insured, of which all but 1}/2 percent were home loans. Of
the total loans guaranteed or insured during the year, 120,241 werc made
to veterans with service since the start of the Korean conflict, and 3,723
were former VA direct loans which had been sold to private lending insti-

tutions and automatically guaranteed.
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Of the 562,986 home loans closed during the year, about 58 percent were
for the purchase or construction of new homes, about 41 percent for the
purchase of existing homes, and about 1 percent for alterations and repairs.

During fiscal year 1955, real estate and mortgage companies and sav-
ings and loan associations originated almost 70 percent of all the home Ioans
closed. The following table shows the percentage distribution by type of
lender of home loans closed during the past 4 years.

Home ioan origination, by type of lender

Percent of total home loans closed
Type of lender

1955 1954 1953 1952

Total........ccooiiiiiiii 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 100.0
Real estate and mortgage companies. ... ...... 48.5 36.5 31. 4 31.9
Savings and loan associations. ............... 21.2 28. 4 27.5 22,5
Commercial banks. ........................ 13.0 14. 4 20.1 22,2
Mutual savings banks....................... 10. 3 16.1 16.9 13.5
Insurance companies. . ..................... 6.2 3.5 2.8 9.0
Individuals and others...................... 0.8 1.1 1.3 0.9

During fiscal year 1955, the proportion of primary home loans closed
with 26- to 30-year maturities and with no downpayments increased sub-
stantially. During July 1954, 22.5 percent of the primary home loans
closed had maturities of 26 to 30 years and 27 percent were made with no

ilv reaching 5 nesk i
downpayments, These percentages advanced steadily, reaching a peak in

March of 1955, when 46.3 percent had 26- to 30-year maturities and 44.8
percent were made with no downpayments. During the last month of the
fiscal year, 44.8 percent of the primary home loans closed had 26- to 30-year

maturities and 41.9 percent were made with no downpayments. The fol-

i i i+ ATATTR et of
lowing table furnishes the status of maturities and downpayments of pri-

mary home loans closed during 1953, 1954, and 1955

Maturities and downpayment status of primary home loans closed

Darnan PRPPUUTR B S
Percent of total primary home loans closed at | *SIC¢ht Of iotal primary
maturities of— home loans closed
with—
Fiscal
year Less Down- | .Ne
Total | 55 | yoaes | e | yoars | pemes®) Total | pay- | down-
20 ears | years | years ar -
years 7 ments ments
1953....] 100.0 16. 6 41.6 5.2 33.3 3.3 1100.0 94. 8 5.2
1954....1100.0 | 12,91 32,7 2.7 40.0 | 11.7 | 100.0 | 85.3 14.7
1955....] 100.0 7.1 17.3 1.1 36.6 37.9 | 100.0 61.6 38.4




ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955 97

During fiscal vear 1955 the shift from lower to hicher nriced homes

A/ULllly 45tal yUal 10UJy WiIL Siliit 11U 2UWUL WO LLRUE PRHILT L4ULLLS

continued. During the year only 29 percent of the homes were purchased
for less than $10, 000 as compared with 32 percent in 1954, 40 percent in
1953, 49 percent in 1952, and 70 percent in 1951. The trends in purchase
prices of home loans closed during the last 5 fiscal years are contained in

the fallawineg tahla
wiC 10L0Willg wauic.

Purchase price distribution of primary home loans closed

Percent of total closed during fiscal year
Range
1955 1954 1953 1952 1951

Total........ovvvvunn.... 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0

Less than $8,000................... 9.6 11.4 16.6 18.6 32.8
$8,000-8$9,999. ... . ...l 19.6 20.8 23.6 30. 3 37.2
$10,000-$11,999........ ... .. ... 28.7 31.0 31.0 27.8 17.6
$12,000 andover.................. 42.1 36.8 28.8 23.3 12. 4
During the fiscal year, 99.8 percent of the home loans closed were guaran-

teed and the remammg 0.2 percent were insured. The average pnnc1pa1
amount of home loans was $10,700 of which an average of $6,076 was
guaranteed or insured. About 58 percent of the farm loans closed during
the year were guaranteed and the remaining 42 percent were insured.
The average principal amount of farm loans was $5,093, of which an aver-
age of $1,541 was guaranteed or insured. Only 11 7 percent of the busi-

ness loans closed during the year were guaranteed, while 88.3 percent were
insured. The average loan amounted to $3,260, of which an average of

Pyads 14

$625 was insured or guaranteed.

Principal amount of loans guaranteed or insured

[In millions of dollars]

. Home Farm Business
During fiscal year All types loans loans loans

Totaltodate. ............... 30, 001 29,136 266 599
1044-46. . ... it e 846 782 19 45
1047 o e 3,612 3, 346 98 168
1948, . i e 2,962 2, 817 59 86
1949 . i it e 1,353 1,293 22 38
1950, . ot e 2,163 2,113 i8 32
1051 . e e 3,693 3,634 19 40
1052, ottt it i 3,315 3,200 10 105
1083 i e 2,780 2,735 7 38
1954, .ot 3,224 3,193 5 26
1955 . i e 6,053 6,023 9 21
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Contingent Liability.—The VA’s liability, as guarantor of a loan, is
limited to that amount which has the same percentage relationship to the
unpaid indebtedness that the original amount of guaranty bore to the

1ori m Tn ath rde ] anatvrad and
Orlglnal amount Cf thv 102\.}" 4 Oualr WOIGS, as payilenis are réceivea ana

credited to reduce the balance of the loan, a proportionate reduction takes
place in the amount of the guaranty. For example, an $8,000 home loan
guaranteed for 60 percent, or $4,800, when reduced by payments to $6,000
is protected by a guaranty amounting to $3,600, or 60 percent, the same

~hox vrorinally ad
percentage of the loan which was originally guaranteed.

The VA’s liability on insured loans extends to the accumulated credit
balance in lenders insurance reserve accounts, but not in excess of the
unpaid principal balance of insured loans in force.

From the beginning of the loan guaranty program 1n 194—4 through

L~ QN
Tune 1955, more than 4 million luauo, Naviiig an uusuxcu Puuu.ycu of PIU

billion, had been guaranteed or insured for $16 billion. As of the end
of fiscal year 1955, there were 3%4 million loans outstanding on which
the contingent liability of the Government was estimated to be $12.2 billion,
The estimated outstanding prmapal balance and contmgent hablhty on

T~ Thora 1 RO I crmmae  mata
g"arantebd or insured home loans in force uuuug the past 4 years are

shown in the following chart.

VA HOME LOANS OUTSTANDING, *
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having
an original principal of more than $1 billion, were repaid in full. As of

+inrr

the end of June 1939, about 75 percent of all business 1oans 55 percent of

all farm loans, and 17I/ nercent of all home loans ouaranteed or insured
arm icans, ang 1 j= neme icans aranieea msure

since the beginning of the program had been repaid in full—a total of
nearly 900,000 loans, having an original principal of nearly $4.4 billion.
The smaller percentage of repaid home loans is due to the longer maturities
for this type of ioan.

Defaulls and Cla During fscal vear 1055, thers were 50816 de

Claims—During fiscal year 1935, there were 59,816 de-
faults reported on home loans, an increase of 1274 percent over the num-
ber of home loans reported in default during the preceding year. How-
ever, the percentage of outstanding home loans which were reported in
defauit was about the same in both years. The percentage of outstand-

o fa nd hiciness In vhich wwava wanartad in dafanles daslinad dwae
INg iarm anG OCusiness 10ans wiilih were reported in Geéiaust aeciinta aur-
5

ing fiscal year 1955.

Cumulatively as of the end of fiscal year 1955, a total of 481,530 de-
faults on all types of loans had been reported by lenders. In 84 percent
of all reported defauits, ciaims were averted by arranging with veterans
+n nov tha dalin ~dif +ha ~F A~ ke
W pay uiv u\.lxu\.lu\.u\,u.o, uy Luuu,u)'lus 915 \.Cl,ulb oL Lcyayulcut, v vy
arranging for disposition of the property without a claim payment. The
trend in number of defaults reported and claims filed during the last 5

fiscal years is shown in the following table.

Home loans Farm loans Business loans
During fiscal year Percent Percent Percent
. of out- .. of put- |- of out-
Number stand- Number stand- Number stand-
ing loans! ing loans ing loans
Defaulte reported:
1951 ... 66, 629 3.4 2,299 6.0 3,099 4.7
1952, .. ... oL, 56,763 2.5 1, 556 4. 4 4, 235 4,7
1953, . ... 48, 648 1.9 1,274 4.0 4, 806 4.8
1954, .. ... ... ... 53, 094 1.9 1, 059 3.7 3, 850 4.9
1955, . . ... 59, 816 2.0 875 3.3 1,743 3.1
Claims filed
1951, ... 4,294 . 226 287 1. 006 743 1,121
1952, .. ..o ol 3, 286 . 143 230 . 646 706 . 784
1953.. ..., 3,116 .123 189 .593 1,202 1.192
1954, ... 2, 890 . 106 141 . 491 1, 296 1. 641
1955, . ..o 3,974 . 132 65 .244 1 1,193 2.150
Claims paid
1950, ... 3, 604 . 186 370 . 962 825 1. 245
1952, .. ...l 2,478 . 108 224 . 630 638 . 708
1953, ... ..ol 2,478 . 098 171 . 536 958 . 950
1954, ..o, 2,417 . 089 148 . 515 1, 486 . 941
1955, et 3,399 . 113 65 . 244 978 1. 805

* Average number of loans outstanding during year.
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From the beginning of the loan guaranty program through June 1955,
about $147,500,000 was expended in connection with the payment of
claims and the purchase of properties and loans incident to security liqui-
dations. About $70 million of this amount was paid on claims and the
balance was disbursed in acquiring properties, in acquiring loans on which
foreclosures by lenders were imminent, for expenses of property manage-
ment and sales, and for miscellaneous expenses in connection with liquida-
tion proceedings.

The oross nvhnndﬁ-urpc nf o]-\nn{- €147 300 00N were affcat by more than

ER oI S8 34 ParT7y,UUUUUU WL Unadlu axy

$51 million which had been returned to the Treasury from property sales
and rentals, from recoveries on claim payments, and from principal and
interest payments on properties sold and loans acquired. Assets on hand
consisted of balances due on properties soid on terms and from loans ac-

cirad an"n+1nrr i LN A millian and of 1inenld real actata trﬁl1|t>r] at Q1ﬂ
JUireq, amounung v vv.v INLaicn, anG I unsc:G réax estate,

million. These assets, together with the funds already returned to the
Treasury, totaled $129.5 million. In addition, there was $24.5 million in
accounts receivable, due mostly from veterans on whose behalf the Veterans
Administration was required to pay claims.
Qarnn lacang o ha qangtninad An Antctonding halansag disa An mranaréiag
VULLIT 1UDdDLD lllay U sudLaliicu vl UuLDLﬂLluuls MAlaiivid uuc uil HlUP\aL S LW )
sold and loans acquired, and on the current book value of unsold real
estate on hand. However, the experience during the 11 years in which
the program has been in operation on property sales and acquired loans
has been favorabie. Property saies amounting to $87.5 million have ex-
randad il alinad Lanl, o1, P AP N shn et
Lecucu e \.aylbaubcu OOOK vVaiue Uy auuul. .7/2 PCL\;UIIL. /1 LLIC CLPPLUAL'
mately 12,500 accounts established for properties sold and loans acquired
during this period, about 9 percent have already been repaid in full and
about 2 percent had resulted in foreclosures or voluntary conveyances
through defauit
_______ =fx PO Lon-1 ... 10RE
SIT lon una lvlunngemenl.——-uuuug 11ncal ycul‘ 1904,
lenders elected to convey 3,547 security properties to the Veterans
Administration upon 11qu1dat10n of defaulted loans, as compared
with 2,389 conveyances in fiscal year 1954 and 2,322 properties so con-
veyed In fiscal year 1953. Cumulatively through June 1955, a total of
17,014 properties had been assigned to the Veterans Administration. The

status of the hT‘ﬂnPthQ S0 ncmcmpd as of Innp ‘%ﬂ 1Q:ﬁ was as follows:

Number

b fnn meafaand 2 YTA L T 3o 1477 N4 A
llU}J’ClLlCS 4551511 U W vy Uy QCHIUCL S . o o v v o o o 0 0 5 ¢ s o a s s s s o s o a o a0 eecoeasssasa 1/7,vi“
Assignments withdrawn before transfer of property..................... 335
Properties redeemed before acquisition of absolute title by VA.......... 324
Properties sold after acquisition. . ... PP 12,919
Cases pending Tune 30, 19588~—total ... ... .. ... ... . L. 3, 436
Doae ... xra 4 ana
renaug aCcquUISIION DY VAL ... ittt ii it aee s 1,us4
VA-acquired propertieson hand. ............. ... .. ... .. ... 2,412

"Ul')llu‘.'lull \.unlpuunne lnapeulona.—uuxuxs f c}
vear 1955, equests were received to annrmce 1. IOR 358 dwp"m;r units

which it was proposed to make GI loans. Thls was 75 percent more than
the number for which appraisal requests were received in the preceding

}
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year, with requests for proposed dwellings 85 percent higher and for exist-

ing units 62 percent higher than the corresponding totals in fiscal year 1954.

In each transaction mvolvmg real or personal property to be purchased

by a veteran with the proceeds of a loan guaranteed or insured by the
n

Veterans Administration the nurchase nrice of the nroner ty, according to

v Clalls AGIIHINIGU AUV, Wil Prlitiiast piilc Ui A N 15

law, may not exceed its reasonable value as determined by proper appraisal.

In most cases, the services of competent local appraisers are utilized on a

fee basis and their appralsals are reviewed by VA salaried personnel to as-

sure that the appraisal conclusions are sound, consistent, and proper, and
re

that nr i
that prescribed instructions, procedures, techniques, and requirem

been correctly applied. Where an appraisal request involves a group or
project of five or more houses an appraisal committee is designated and a
master certificate of reasonable value is issued for all of the units in the
project. During fiscal year 1955, more than 870,000 certificates of rea-
sonable value were issued.

Where an appraisal involves proposed construction, a minimum of three
compliance inspections are required during construction (either by the
Veterans Administration or the Federal Housing Administration) in order
to assure compliance with approved plans and specifications, minimum
property requirements, and with any other conditions upon which the cer-
tificate of reasonable value was issued. The VA construction compliance
inspections are generally made by qualified fee inspectors designated by the
Veterans Administration and their reports are reviewed by VA salaried
technicians. During fiscal year 1955, a total of ,177,831 construction
compliance inspections r h 622,733 in the
preceding fiscal year.

Due to the rapid expansion of residential projects in areas beyond cor-
porate limits, where adequate development requlrements and facilities do
not exist, the need for more detailed technical data with respect to minimum
land planning and community requirements became apparent. During
the year, a number of directives and procedures were developed and issued
to regional offices in order to assure that such basic needs were being ade-
quately met. Special emphasis was given to proper block and land grad-
1ng, dramage samtary facilities, water supply, subdivision regulations, and
other i‘lEigﬂl)Oi‘uuuu conditions.

The rapid development of jet aircraft has accentuated the need for
consideration of the acceptability of proposed housing projects and the
effect on value of existing homes in areas adjacent to airports. Another
problem which has arisen recently concerns the acceptability and effect on

value of homes located near gas transmission and undergrounu gas storage
areas. Studies are under way with respect to these problems in cooperation
with the armed services and the various States in the areas affected.

.

Direct Loan Pregram
The Veterans A o tonladna $i N L 3 i
The Veterans Administration is authorized to make direct loans to eli-

gible veterans to purchase, construct, or improve a home; to purchase a
farm on which there is a farm residence to be occupied by the veteran as
his home; or to construct, alter, repair, or improve a farm dwelling to be
occupied by the veteran as his home. Direct loans can only be made in
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areas where guaranteed or insured home loans are not available from pri-
vate lending sources. Designated direct loan areas consist prlmarlly of
the less populous counties or portlons of counties.

During fiscal year 1955, the vuxuutdly home mortgage credit program

(VHMCP) was established under prov1smns of the Housing Act of 1954,
with one of its purposes to assist veterans in areas where guaranteed home
loans were not prevmusly available in obtaining GI home loans from private
lenders. After this program was activated early in 1955, all direct loan
applicants were referred to the VHMOCP Regional Committees before any
consideration was given to making a direct loan.

The direct loan program was initiated under provisions of Public Law
475, 81st Congress, approved April 20, 1950, and extended to June 30,
1951. Subsequent authorizations of the Congress (as detailed in the 1954
Annual Report of the Administrator of Veterans Affairs) extended the
program through June 30, 1955, and Public Law 88, 84th Congress, ap-
proved June 21, 1955, pr0v1ded for an additional extension of 2 years.

From the begmmng of the direct loan program in July of 1950 through
June 30, 1955, a total of 125 820 formal apphcatlons for direct loans had
been received, of which 44,495 had been withdrawn or denied, 64,941 had
resulted in closed and fully disbursed loans, 2,265 were committed by
private lenders under the voluntary home mortgage credit program, and
14,119 were in process. From the inception of the program, a total of
$580,214,610 had become available in the revolvmg fund for making direct

loans. This sum was derived from the wuowmg sources:

Original congressional authorization............v..... ceeaee «eveee. $150, 000, 000
Subsequent Treasury advances (13 quarterly advances).......... 213, 741, 300
Proceeds of direct 10an Sales....vuveeuenenenenenenenenenrenanenns 42,716,450
Other principal repayments......eeeveveenvnveinenensas. Cerieeaes 49, 332, 321
Total.......... e reeeheenerarae. e e, «.... 580,214,610

By the end of June 1955, the initial amount of direct loans disbursed
was $463,066,910. An addltlonal $101 ,815,845 ha d been (‘nmmiﬂed or

Of the latter amount, $6,952, 941 represented uncomrmtted funds prev1ously

allocated o the reglonal omces

~ A3
As of the end of June 1955, a total of 8,115 direc

Ct y
minated, 1,594 by repayment 1n full, 6,355 by sale, 85 by fnrprlos

.;
{¢]
N
[F9n

1

1nstauments in detault or about nine- tenths of 1 percent of the 56,826

Hetandine
direct loans outstanding on

Grants to Disabled Veterans for Specially Adapted Housing

Veterans with certain specified service-connected permanent diseases or
1nJur1es may obtain special a551stance from the Veterans Administration

in procuring suitable homes s program is authorized under Public
Law 702, 80th Congress, as amgndcd by Public 286. 81st Congress. which

Uy Uist LULIZITSS, Wililll
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prov1des that veterans are eligible for grants whose disabilities include

“the loss, or loss of use, by reason of amputatlon ankylosis, progressive
muscular dystrophies or paralysis, of bo
e

(o) T
clude locomotion without the aid of braces crutches, S, canes, or a wheel

Tasivar axtromitt
extremities, such as to pre-

chair.” Assistance is authorized in the form of a grant of not more than

one-half of the purchase price of a dwelling, spec1ally adapted to the

veteran’s individual needs, with a $10 000 maximum smgle grant. Also,

eligible veterans who already own their homes may s grants for the
T

Ure grais ior une
purpose nF reduc ing outstanr‘“no‘ indebtedness o ay fl' suitable

k2281081403 5 HAAQUOLLRAIINSS S

b

alterations.

Loan guaranty officers assist veterans in making arrangements for home
construction or purchase In many cases that portxon of the home’s cost
which is not covered by the grant may be financed with a guaranteed loan.
Technical aid is made a qvaﬂc\hlp in the form of deel pl ins and s eglﬁca-
tions for specially adapted homes. They incorporate such features as
wide doors and ramps for wheelchairs, exercise facilities, and special fix-

tures and construction details which may be adapted tot he needs of the

[N

individual veteran. Other VA departments and services cooperate in
expedl'f}us the program. The Veterans Claims Division reviews initial

applications and passes on the veteran’s legal eligibility, and the Depart-
ment of Medicine and Surgery determines whether a specially adapted
house is medically feasible in the case of each applicant.

As of june 30, 1955, a cumulative total of 7,358 veterans had submitted
[EE PP | for benefits under thic program. Of this nJrnhP

lilal  a 11Cations Ior Oeneilts 1D
5,822 hal(;lyestabhshed eligibility for grants, of whom 518 were determmcd
ehglble in fiscal year 1955. Of the 5,822 veterans who had established
eligibility for grants, a cumulative total of 4,498 had formulated definite
plans and had hled nnal applications for grants for specific housing. Only

~F thhn Gl
15 of the final ap Pu\,auuua filed resulted in cancellations, 362 were pending

approval, and the remaining 4,121 had been approved for grants totaling
$38,453,379, an average of $9,331 per grant. Of the 4,121 final applica-
tions approved, 2,919 were for the purpose of buying a lot and building a
house, 661 were made to build a house on a lot already owned by the
veteran, 321 were made to remodel a house the veteran owned, and the
remaining 220 were for the purpose of reducing the outstanding indebted-
ness on a suitable home which the veteran had previously purchased.

The status of grants approved and fully disbursed during fiscal year 1955
and cumulatively to date was as follows:

. Cumulative end of fiscal
During fiscal year 1955 year 1955
|
Number Amount Number Amount
I
Grants approved............... 499 | $4, 601, 475 4,121 ‘ $38, 453, 379
Grants fully disbursed. . ...... .. 516 | 5, 0'7*7 743 4,045 l 38, 069 730
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Administrative Developments

During fiscal year 1955, a number of measures were taken to improve the

oneration of +tha

Operation o1 tne yl"g“"
A sales offer of vendee accounts and acquired loans held by the Veterans
Administration was prepared for release to prospective investors. Gov-

ernment funds totaling abo t $60 million are invested in the mortgages

offered for sale. While it is too soon to measure the results of this offer, it
is believed that the mortgag“s should enjoy considerable popularity among
investors To the PXteI‘It tha_t VehdFP ﬂvchnts and acauired loans are

upon serv1cmg, collection, and management of such accounts.
Action was taken to protect the Government’s interest in connection with

hazard insurance loss settlements. Prior to taxmg this action, a number of
cases arose wherein veterans wguld agree with an |nsurapnp narmpr’c repre-

sentative to accept a nominal sum in settlement of a hazard insurance loss
which later proved to be madequate for the proper restoration of the
damaged property which the Veterans Administration held a mortgage.

Arrangements were CO‘TpI ted with the Department of Defense to per-
mit the allotment of a portio._ of a veteran’s m‘htary pny to be apphed
to a GI loan. Where veterans have resumed active service, military allot-

ments may now be paid direct to the holder of the mortgage for credit to
their GI loan accounts.

Provision was made whereby, at the veteran’s request, compensation

and pension benefits could be applied as an offset against monthly install-

ment payments on a current account for direct loans and other types of
portfolio loans. It is anticipated that many veterans will take advantage
of this provxslon and so long as the payment of benefits remains equal to

greater than the requlrea mortgage installment, veterans will be relieved

it tho Votarans Ad
the necessity for mailing monthly remittances and the Veterans Ad-

ministration, as mortgagee, will be assured of a continuously current mort-
gage loan account.

As a result of a ruling by the Attorney General that an inferior lien held

J

3

O (o]
(55 '-1

by the Federal Government may be cut off only through judicial fore-
closure proceedings, certain title companies have indicated that they

would note as exceptions on title certificates or policies and subordinate
liens in favor of the United States Government unless the United States
was named as a party in a judicial foreclosure. An agreement was entered
into by the Veterans Administration and the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration which provides that each agency will release any subordinate liens
which it may hold or acquire on a property acquired by the other in any
cas wherein the sole right accruing to the holder of the subordinate lien, by
reasons of such lien, results from the fact that nonjudicial foreclosure pro-
ceedings were instituted. It is anticipated that the savings in additional

2 i1aA arAdiAtal fasmanlacaana
foreclosure costs and time, which would be entailed if judicial foreclosure

proceedings were conducted in all cases, will be substantial.
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A definitive suspension and hearlng procedure was published for the in-
formation and gmﬂﬂnce of all parties concerned in the proposed suspension
of lenders or builders in connection with the loan guaranty program.

During fiscal year 1955, it was observed that a growing, though rela-
tively small, number of GI loans were belng made not only with no down-
payments but with closing costs included in the loan amounts. In order
to prevent the spread of this practice, with its potentially disruptive effect
upon the mortgage market, VA regulations were amended in Apnl 1935
to require that closmg costs could not be included in the loan proceeds, but

must be paid in cash by the veteran borrower.

Contact

To the individual veteran, his dependent, beneficiary, representative, and
all other persons, who visit or otherwise call upon the Veterans Administra-
tion, the contact service provides information and assistance in regard to
the preparatlon development, submission, and presentation of claims for
benefits under laws administered by the Veterans Administration. The
contact service also furnishes information and assistance concerning vet-
erans’ activities of Federal, State, county and local agencies. As the prin-
cipal link between the veteran public and the Veterans Administration,
trained contact service personnel provide uniform information relative to
programs, policies, and procedures concerning veterans’ benefit participa-
tion, assisting claimants in the presentation of applications for benefits to the
substantive programs that are appropriate and complete with necessary
supporting evidence, thus facilitating coordinated consideration and action
regardlng claims for beneﬁts

e Yy
a'la le by the ssw’nmcnt of contact Dersonnel at VA 1nstallat10ns

pubhc of the Philippines. Addltxonally, contact personnel were assigned
at Armed Forces hospltals Army transfer stations, and other non-VA hos-
ol

vkl 1 oy
particu ilarly large numbers of veterans were
S

nd, a total of 543 separate locations were

The trend was toward mcreascd workloads this fiscal year, with advances
manifested in all categories of activities. The extent of assistance on vet-

oI L s e nddnann Frrvniahad her An
matters furnished by contact personnel to veterans and their

1 L
ndents is reflected by the comparison of fiscal year 1955 workload ac-
complishment on page 106.
369269—56——8

.’3‘



1955 1954 1953 1952 1951
Number of individuals assisted during personal visits at the office..... .. 7, 333,702 7,118, 841 8, 143,183 8,248, 138 10, 560, 209
Number of institutionalized veterans, the physically incapacitated or
otherwise unable to visit a VA office, who were assisted during a
personal interview at their place of residence....................... ; 224, 272 223,997 236,993 251,614 254, 886
Number of individuals assisted during telephone interviews. ........... | 5,040, 732 4,717,152 5, 126, 869 5, 420, 213 6,371, 603
Activity performance related to such interviews:
Appearances before VA rating agencies and agency members in the
presentation of a claim for benefits............................ 169, 399 162,216 ) (1) 1)
Review of veterans’ records in connection with benefit participation. . 958, 888 850, 288 ) ) 1)
Benefit application preparation.......... et 1,827,133 1,773, 812 1, 750, 382 1,651,135 2,278, 281
Correspondence preparation. .. ............o.ueiiviennennennn... 1,677, 858 1, 663, 667 1, 716, 009 1, 856, 720 2, 268, 550
Preparation of forms and other supplementary material regarding
applications for benefits. . . ......... ... .. i i 1,904,027 | 1,881,137 | 1,473,103 | 1,598,515 1,913, 532

1 Comparable statistical data not reported.

(4]



ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955 107

Additionally, regional office contact personnel in the performance of
their responsibilities in the administration of the Government life insur-
ance program at the reg1onal office level, partlclpated in the developmcnt
of 28,188 claims of insureds for disability insurance benefits adjudicated at
district offices and the Insurance Center, D. C.

Participation of contact personnel in the program of providing specialized
counselmg on veterans’ benefit matters to inservice personnel undergomg
separation from the Armed Forces for disability reasons or at the termination
of active duty obligations was continued this fiscal year. Gver and above
the awareness gained by newly separated personnel of the full range of
benefits legislated in their behalf, this program offered an opportunity for
separatees to obtain answers to particularly complex problems requiring
immediate consideration, and to learn of deadline dates for applying for
various benefiis.

It was significant that during fiscal year 1955, inquiries on entitlements
to benefits by veterans of the Korean conflict and by dependents of such
veterans, increased from 38.1 percent in fiscal year 1954 to 41.4 percent
of the total number of personal interviews with visitors conducted by
contact representatives.

The relative interest manifested by veterans and their dependents in
each of the major benefit programs during the fiscal year was also affected
by this increase in the Korean conflict workload. Once again, vocational
rehabilitation and tralmng benehts were the prmcxpal topic of interviews,
LULdllIlg 40 PCILCIJL UJ. dll .I.llLCI VlUWb UUVCIIIIIICIIL umuuuu,c matiers ac-
counted for 21 percent; disability compensation and pension benefits, 17
percent; hospitalization and medical treatment matters, 11 percent; the
guaranty of loans on homes, business and farms, 10 percent; death compensa-
tion and pension and other burial benefits, 4 percent; other VA benefit
matters, 2 percent; and non-VA-administered benefiis, 7 percent.

Foreign Affairs

The major responsibilities of the foreign affairs program during fiscal
year 1955 were staff activities related to the administration of grants-in-aid
to the Republic of the Philippines for hospital construction and medical

nrnmidad hey Dahlis T o, QA8 Q0th (anavace o, ha ad_

care as provided by Public Law 865, 80th Congress, as amended; the ad-
ministration through the Department of State of Veterans Affairs offices in
Paris, London, Rome, and Mexico, D. F.; provision of technical instruc-
tions under which the large number of foreign service offices in all other
foreign areas provide services to American veterans and their bcneﬁciam'es;

A amanialinad ~ T alotad +n adminictration of tha nila
ana spLLlialisziu bl,a.ll a.\,uvu.u,a J.\.lal.\.,u LU AQUillilIDUIAalivll vl uau Avxa.‘.uxu

regional office and the VA office, Canal Zone.

The foreign affairs program was also responsible for providing agency
liaison with the Department of State, The Department of Veterans Affairs
of Canada, and officials of other Allied Governmcnts, and participated in

+ha A A wnfin Aliasine o A nradiives fan handlin
L uCVClUlJlllCllt a.uu. I.Cllllclllbllb UJ. PUIIDICD aiilu l-llUb\/ublLbD Favry xxa.lxulexs

foreign claims and providing reciprocal services to veterans of Allied Gov-
ernments under Public Law 499, 79th Congress.
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Because of the unique position of the Philippines as a former United
States possession, VA activities there continued to represent the major part
ot all foreign programs admmlstered by the Veterans Administration, The
large number of F rupruus serving in the United States Armed Forces, most
of whom served prior to Philippine independence, has resulted in a living
veteran population of about 345,000 during the year, including 342,000
Phrhppme Army, Philippine Scouts, and guermlla veterans. Although par-
t101pat10n in the vocational rehablhtatlon and education Pprogram con-
tinued to decline somewhat during the year, new disability and death
claims were received at a rate of 5,039 of the former and 9,111 of the latter
dunng the year. A total of 1, 910 field exammatlons nertammg to com-
13,466 to 15, 152 Also, during the year, 3,874 physical examinations were
conducted. Total employment in the Manila regional office during this
period averaged 407.

During the year, the construction of the 672-bed Veterans Memorial
Hospital for Ph111pp1ne veterans, authorized by Public Law 865, 80th
Congress, has progressed from 32 percent completlon to 91.6 percent. Basic
construction is expected to be completed by October 1955. The key staff
officials who were selected by the Philippine Government during the month
of February 1955, have completed a 90-day period of indoctrination in
administrative hospltal procedures in United States VA hospitals located
at various pomts in this country. The installation of equipment is pro-
gressmg satisfactorily and screemng of applications for employment of the
remainder of the staff requlred for operation of the hospital is being con-
ducted. The official opening of the hospital is scheduled for November 20,
1955. Meanwhile, as of ]une 30, 1955 720 eligible Philippine Army and
recognized guernlla veterans were hospltahzed by the Philippine Govern-
ment on a reimbursable basis in Government and private hospital facilities.

An average of 264,801 veterans, their dependents, and other beneficiaries
residing in 103 foreign areas received benefit payments each month which

amounted to more than $108,000,000 during ﬁscal year 1955.

Guardianship and Field Examination

en “HPA to benefits nnder acts administered hy

PALAL LU ULAILAILS WAIULL Alls aUllliiniCIita oy

the Veterans Admlmstratlon including litigation arising therefrom in the
State and other appropriate courts in which the Administrator of Veterans
Affairs is represented by his duly authorized attorney

In addition, legal advice and assistance is furnished with respect to the
application of the Federal and State law and VA regulations and instruc-

tions relating thereto.
The operations were performed in the office of the chief attorneys in
regional offices, centers with regional office activities, and Veterans Bene-

fits Oﬁce, D.C, LO[allng 69. The operations were supervised by attorney-
su

4 arAvn wo
supervisors located in four area supervision offices whose reports were re-

viewed by the guardianship and field examination service which initiated
and recommended corrective action when indicated.
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The total number of beneficiaries under guardianship increased from
"'26 984 on june 30, 1954, to 339,477 on june 30, 1955. Minors increased
- ODR R71 +~ 929 ARQ and incomnatante fram 101 412 t4 107 NNQ

m 225,571 to 232,468 and incompetents from 101,413 tc 107,009,
The estates of these beneficiaries received during the fiscal year a total
of $187,555,628.33 through payments and earnings, an increase of
$8,218,074.39 as compared with the preceding fiscal year. The assets of
such estates aggregated $496,664,861.60. Iilegal investments noted were
QAR 2N0 1A 4 Aanvanaa ~F 2N L£6N oo chAs fav ihao ading P T na

"'h

P&J,JU0.1T, @ GCTIEAse O1 ¢JIv,00u as Sinowil 101 e preceaing year. 585Es,
recoveries and savings, were reported as follows:
Losses:
Total 1088eS. ... $296, 418. 12
Embezzled or misappropriated. . ... ... ... . ... ... ... 275, 209. 50
Lost on deposits............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii 761.63
Lost on investments...................coiiiiiiiaa.. 20, 446. 99
Recoveries and savings for beneficiaries by chief attorneys’ offices:
Total recoveries and savings..................ccoooeieo ... 2,291, 956. 82
Of amounts embezzled or misappropriated............ 328, 290. 86
On losses on deposits and investments................ 21, 709. 08
On commissions..............c.oiiiiieiiiineniinna.ns 21,116. 84
N Atdnvmary fa AQ 208 922
/1L aI'I-UALl\/y l\/\,) ...................................... TIy JIV. QU
Legal services rendered. ............................... 1,871, 443. 81

Actual cash collections in behalf of heneficiaries totaled $346,838.94.
Actual collections in behalf of the United States from escheated funds, in-
cluding post fund, overpayments and illegal payments, and other col-

lections totaled $869,849.36.
MThana sirava 27 BRT  Aansiwnd asvsmss s s ~as ... X7
L LiCLC VV CiCc v I

with gua rdianshi in

The field examination activities which comprised examinations (in-
vestigations) into claims or cases arising out of the various benefit pro-
grams, inciuding guardianship activities, numbered 144,245, an increase
of 8,736 ficld examinations or 6 perceni as (,UInpdlt:u with fiscal year 1554.

There were relatively few cases necessitating litigation in State courts in
safeguarding the estates of minor and incompetent beneficiaries under
guardianship. This was due to the effectiveness of supervision exercised
by the Veterans Administration over fiduciaries in preventing improper
administration of guardianship estates.

Systematic review of guardianship, field examination, and other activi-
ties was made through correspondence affording advisory service, study
of monthly and semiannual reports of legal activities of chief attorneys’
offices, review of reports of supervision by attorney-supervisors, and con-
ferences with chief attorneys. Extensive studies were made and are con-
tinuing to provide for more efficient and economic operations of the chief
attorneys’ offices. When appropriate, VA regulations, manuals and other
media implementing said regulations are amended and standardized forms
are redesigned and revised. From the analysis made during this fiscal year,
considerable progress was made to accomplish the aforesaid objectives to the
extent feasible in such professional operations.

A timo
Jl Court appearances oy VA attorneys in connection
nd other matters.

) L
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Office Administration Service

Under the office administration program, policies, procedures, and per-
formance standards are developed for a variety of administrative services

3 H vaminrnal A Ane ~n A ibin YVntonane Danalic
and functions performed in the regional offices and the Veterans Benefits
Office, D. C.

The administrative operations for the past fiscal year were highlighted
by a number of management improvement accomplishments which
resuited in economies and improved service to veterans as follows:

e A A A Lt |

Installations of remote control dictating systems in adjudication divisions
of six additional offices were completed in this year. Personnel adjustments
made within 6 months following the date of installation will result in an
annual recurring saving of $41,160. The cost of the equipment will thus
be amortized in approximately 16 months. Use of the system is facilitating
service to veterans and their beneficiaries through expedition of correspond-
ence preparation related to processing of veterans claims.

The program of recurring surveys on telecommunications equipment
in regional offices has resulted in equipment changes by which reductions
in both equipment and personnel costs have been realized. These re-
ductions were effected without adverse affect to service in the offices
concerned.

An application of machine methods to personnel classification functions
was installed by this department and the Department of Medicine and Sur-
gery. All mechanical operations in the field are accomplished in the tabu-
lating machine sections in regional offices, and consolidating functions are
completed in the machine records and accounting section, central office.
This system eliminates manual submission of VA Forms 5-7421a and b,
“Report of Periodic Review of Positions,” and Standard Form 75, “Posi-
tion Description.” The punched-card system makes available to all man-
agers in hospitals and regional offices a quarterly roster of positions, re-
flecting all classification actions taken by the station, by central office, or
by the Civil Service Commission. It furnishes in compact form a complete
picture of every position as it currently is classified immediately prior to
the last classification action. It makes available to the managers a sum-
mary of classification actions taken during each month, including station
surveys. It furnishes central office officials with a master file of positions
subject to the Classification Act. This master file will be subjected to
extensive analysis by the machine records and accounting section for the
field classification services of this department and the Department of Medi-
cine and Surgery. Such analyses will cover studies of specific positions

such as “centralized” positions only, selected positions a

frequency distribution concerning grade allocation by the GSC Regional
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Oﬂi'ces.' None of the foregoing functions are practicable by the manual
methed.

Tabulating machine procedures were established for the conversion of
the manual system of maintaining supply property records to a punched
card system. The first phase, which was orientation of sup
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lating machine section personnel in the field stations, was completed

through a series of four area conferences conducted by central office
personnel.
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In accordance with the objectives of good forms management and cor-
respondence improvement, 2,200 VA standardized forms and 1,000 VA

standardlzed form letters were surveyed for use in the department. Of

aazzannlan 19 '~ v
this number, 191 forms and 73 form letters were discontinued. A total

of 13,000 pieces of material (local forms, form letters, and typewrltten
correspondcncc prepared over a 2-week period in the appraisal operation
of loan guaranty) were reviewed in an effort to simplify paperwork Five
form letters and 2 forms were proposed, which, upon adoption, will have

Afnnst AL anerr 3o
the effect of saving the individual preparation by typewriter of approxi-

mately 95,000 letters annually The General Services Administration
handbooks, “Plain Letters” and “Form Letters” were distributed to VA
letterwriters in a correspondence improvement program to promote better
public relations and also effect economies. More authority was dele-
gated to managers in approving local forms and form letters. A semi-
annual forms management report was established for appraising the ef-
fectiveness of the program in the regional offices and Veterans Benefits
Office, D. C. Economies in excess of $70,000 were reported by the field
stations on the first semiannual report. The majori'ty of the savings re-
ported were duc to forms and form letters used in lieu of individually
typed letters and by simplifying a method of operation through the
development or discontinuance of a form or form letter.

The first objective under records management program planning, to
effect disposition of the largest volume of records possible, was accom-
substantial degrve\, during fiscal year 1955. Based on analyses
records and appraisal actions completed during fiscal years 1954 and
1955 thlS dcpartment has been responsxble for accomphshmg the dis-
position of approximately 186,000 cubic feet of records.

A total of 157,504 cubic feet of records (as compared with 23,213 cu.
ft. for fiscal year 1954) were removed from field stations: 42,453 cubic
feet by destruction and 115,051 cubic feet by retirement to records centers.
Included in this volume were 7,340,163 folders that previously had been
established to house material pertaining to veterans. Prior to disposition,
some of these records had been maintained on shelving in local records

¢ er to affix a monetary value to this disposi-

...... the equivalent cubic content of

nets, havmg an estimated replacement

value of $750 000 would be required to house this volume of records. The

space and equxpment formerly requlred to mamtam the records has been
-ongested conditions, 1mprove the quality of

s, and, in some instances, where determined to be

eqdimeuL

excessive to existing needs has been released. Because equipment has been
made available through this accelerated disposition program, the number
of requlsltlons for ﬁlmg equlpment has been substantially reduced. How-

ever, by continuing the centralized review of such requests, it has been pos-
sible to disapprove a number which would have required an expenditure

of approximately $21,000.
Through the installation of a comprehensive yet simplified inventory pro-
cedure, statistics are now available for detailed analyses on which to expand
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records management program planning. This inventory indicates that, as
of June 30, 1953, the Department of Veterans Benefits has a records-man-
agement responsibility for 715,535 cubic feet of records located in central
office and field elements under its jurisdiction as well as 127,568 cubic feet
of records presently housed in Federal records centers.

The basic veteran’s folder, known as the claims folder, contains informa-
tion relating to all benefits accruing to him during his lifetime. After his
death, when it becomes a death claims folder (XC-folder), it contains
information relating to benefits accruing to his dependents and benefi-
ciaries. These folders comprise what is considered the most important file
series within the Veterans Administration, and account for 59.4 percent of
all records located within the Department of Veterans Benefits and 21
percent of those for which this department is responsible but which are
maintained at GSA Federal records centers. Because of the importance
and volume of this file series, action was initiated to make a detailed study
of its content as well as the operational requirements it meets, the estab-
lished procedures and other factors which add to its size. The overall
plans for conducting this study have been completed. In order to cover
the full magnitude of this project it will be conducted under three broad
approaches: (1) Review and revision of procedures in order to reduce to
an essential minimum the material placed in these folders; (2) establish
basic minimum operating requirements and provide criteria for creating
and filing material in future folders; and (3) determine the most efficient
and effective methods for reducing the existing volume of this file series.
The retirement to Federal records centers, during fiscal year 1955, of
410,000 out of a potential 460,000 XC-folders which meet established
criteria, is the first step toward the ultimate r‘]mnnmhon of this p9vf1r\rv]or
type of record.

In view of the imminent delimiting date for Public Law 346 education
and training benefits, action was initiated to reappraise all categories of
records under this law in order to reduce the retention period for folders

which have been retired to Fpﬂpra] records centers and o pr\’}‘v’ld\, dxnpum-

tion instructions for approximately 3,000,000 Public Law 346 rehabilita-
tion and education (R&E) folders (55,000 cu. ft.) which remain in field
stations.

Personnel

The i)ersonnel program has responsibility for developing and recom-
mending personnel policies, plans, procedures, and standards for the de-
partment for promoting good personnel management practice, and for

furnishing technical guidance and assistance on personnel matters.

anr Pmnhame in this program during the year was pla\.\,d on commu-

mcatlon between central office and the field stations. A continuous flow
of ideas, plans, and materials from the field stations was encouraged. The
most adaptable of these were presented to other stations for their use. A
series of conferences of personnel officers was held to further this inter-

.........

Before the close of the year the use of standard position descnpfmm

(SPD’s) was completely eliminated. The use of these SPD’s was incom-
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patible with the theory of decentralized management under which the Vet-
erans Administration now operates. It is expected that elimination of the
SPD’s will further encourage station management to assume complete re-
sponsibility for designating employee tasks.

A system has been developed and installed using electrical accounting ma-
chines for reporting on positions. Among other things, this system is useful
in preparing the required annual report to the Congress (under the Whitten
amendment) on positions created and upgraded. The annual savings from

the system in reduccd manual operatmns is estimated at $20,900.

A number of position classification standards have been developed
through a series of studies, thus facilitating the classification task at the
regional offices.

Considerable progress has been made in the develo opment of a training

vialiilily

program for the department. Training committees have been established
at most stations. Employee development programs have been encouraged.
In connection with the departmentwide emphasis on management improve-
ment, successful training programs in management improvement at re-

glgnﬂ] r\ml‘nc havp I’\ppn pn]’\hrlzeﬂ qnd varian

stations.

During the year, several stations created and are using employee coun-
cils to serve as a link between employees and management and to assist
in the development of station personnel policies and practices.

In 1\'/1'-;.“ 1055, the "Csponslbuu.y' for processing and a.yl.lGiﬁhuc it of fe
appraisers and compliance inspectors of the loan guaranty program was
assumed by the personnel offices of the department. About 17,000 ap-

praisers and inspectors throughout the country are involved.

oty
[0

To meet a pressing need for construction analysts an extensive training
program was developed and installed. Trainees were selected from lists

of qualified VA employees and from civil service r egisters, A similar pro-
gram for appraisers was developed for the forthcoming fiscal year. As an
additional means for meeting the needs of the loan guaranty activity, a

program was undertaken for announcement of examinations by VA Boards

Service Examiners Lui‘O'll'guOiiL the U nited States.

Supply

The supply program involves the management of all property, both per-
sonal and real, used by or acquired for use by the Department of Veterans
Benefits. This program is concerned with the management and controi

of the department’s portion of the VA supply revolving fund; with pro-

curement, storage, and distribution; development of standards, and plan-
ning of requirements for services, supplies, and equipment used by the de-
partment; with repaxr and maintenance of personal property; with the
management of real property (including maintenance and operation, safety

fFiriant ntilization of enace)
and fire protection activities, and the efficient utilization of space).

The procurement function, in addition to prescribing policies and pro-
cedures for and involving the exercise of staff guidance to field stations for
the conduct of procurement activities, is concerned with centralized pur-
chasing and distribution including the procurement of assigned categories



114 ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
of supplies, equipment, and services for use by all departments of the agency.
In this latter functlon, there were total xpendltures for supplies, equxpment
and services (including rentals of ‘personax property) of $3,467,000 during
fiscal year 1955. In addition, indefinite qnantity ontracts were developed

and pubhshed covering 2,278 1tems and services.
Reductions in field station inventories continued in fiscal year 1955. At

the close of the fiscal year, total regional office inventories amounted to
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$871,662, a reduction during the year of $32,912. At the same time, ex-
penditures from appropriations for supplies and equipment financed

through the supply fund amounted to $9,589,423, an increase over the
prior fiscal year of $525,139. Field stations are being encouraged to apply
revised methods of stock level computatlon whlch provide for quantitative
stockage on the basis of individual iter 7 rather than a set
of days’ supply for all items. The results of this effort should further re-
duce the dollar value of inventories while decreasmg requlrernents computa-
tion workloads through increased quantitative stocking of low volume items.
Significant progress was made durmg ﬁscal year 1955 toward achieving
greater economy, efficiency, ar Excess prop-
erty in the amount of $259 670 in the Denartment of Veterans Benefits was
redistributed within the Veterans Administration, representing an increase
of $10,477 over fiscal year 1954. Excess property amounting to $19,817
was acquired by the Department from other Federal Agencies, an increase
of $3,021 over the amount acquired during the prior fiscal year. The
property thus acq_ire(‘] reduced the volume of Durchases that otherwise
would have been made to satisfy requirements. To cite another example of
achievement in this regard, clearance was obtained from the General Serv-

es Administration for the procurement of remote control dictating equip-

mha
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n“ent for installation in 8 VA field offices under VA contract rather than
proc ring the equipment utilizing the Federal supply schedule of contracts

y of $25,235.
F urther refinements and improvements were made in the property ac-
counting aspect of supply opexatxons. The electrical accounting machine

system for the maintenance of perpetual inventory control for which plans
were under development in fiscal year 1954 was successfully tested. The

P i
conversion from a manual i nventory control system to the electric account-
ing machine system at 41 of our regional offices, utilizing existing equipment,
will be accomplished during the first half of fiscal year 1956. The manual
system will be continued for the Pumbuu. at those 1c51uua1 offices where
the volume of work has not been proven to justify the conversion or where
electrical accounting machines are not available. Studies will be made
during fiscal year 1956 to determine the feasibility of extending the proposed
machine system to also provide service for the remaining installations. The

quat wr ha tallad in 41 inatallats
Systemi, as Nnow ucuxs ifisStand i 71 umLauauuua, VVLL PrOVldu a more \:,ﬂ.\.,\.-

tive and businesslike control over supplies and equipment and, at the same
time, will result in a substantial reduction in labor costs.

Coincident with the electrical accounting machine property accounting
system, a catalog of all expendable items stocked by field stations and all



ANNUAL REPORT FOR FiSCAL YEAR 1955 115

When completed, this catalog of items will provide a standard nomen-
clature guide for all items required to operate the department. By pro-
viding a standard basis for centralized reporting, the department program
of cffecting economies through the more complete usage of standard Gov-
ernment items will be facilitated. The catalog will make readily available
information concerning item usage within the department for any manage-
ment purpose.

In order to reduce inventories within the agency of all items assigned to
the department for agencywide procurement and distribution, an intensive
program of reducing depot inventories was carried on dunng the last half
of fiscal year 1955 with the cbjective of lowering stocks of items assigned
to the department to the lowest possible level consistent with the agency’s
overall requlrements As a result of these efforts the dollar value of depot
stocks of items assigned to this department on December 31, 1954, was
$2,120,000, while at the close of fiscal year 1955 they were $1 886,500, a
reduction of $233,500. The objective for this fiscal year is to reduce such
inventories to $1,300,000.

The real property management function of the supply program Is con-
cerned with determining the requirements, acquisition, utilization, and
disposal of real property, including Government-owned as well as pri-
vately owned, leased, or donated property. In the utilization of real prop-
erty, the department is concerned with alterations, repairs, improvements,
and custodial serv1ces required to make the space habitable and to ensure
safe practices m space utilization, in order to meet the space needs required
to service veterans in accordance with pertinent statutory and administra-
tive laws and regulatlons

Station management is utlhzmg very effectively the tools made available
Dy the department in obtaining good utilization of space. The space hold-
ings during fiscal year 1955 were reduced by approximately 500,000 net
square feet of Government-owned as well as Government-leased space.

Plans for fiscal year 1956 should result in further substantial reductions
in our space holdmgs These plans are integrated with good housekeeplng
practices now being employed by field stations, and should also result in
the return to the supply warehouse of certain personal properties found to
be excess.

The safety and fire protection program as conducted during the fiscal
year 1955 has materially aided field stations to reduce acmdents injuries,
and damage to Government property and equipment. The continuing
1nspect10n program conducted at field stations by safety and fire protec-
tion engineers uncovered and led to the correction of many areas of poten-
tial acc1dents and fire hazards during the fiscal year. Fire losses were
reduced to a minimum; fire loss for fiscal year 1955 was under $30 in
comparison with a total loss of $91,118 for the prior fiscal year. The
activities of the lacal safety committees in connection with disaster emer-
gency and civil defense planning, including the conduct of tests and drills,
are very gratifying and 1nd1cate unusual interest on the part of emnlovees
in the prevention of injuries, fires, and occupational illnesses.
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Out of a total of 47,571,731 man-hours exposure, there were only 106
Jost-time injuries, with a frequency rate of 2.72 lost-time 1nJur1es for each
million hours of exposure, resulting in a reduction of 0.17 from the previous
fiscal year.

Finance Activities

A study of the need for the payees index files maintained by the Veterans
Benefits Office, D. C., which contains certain miormauon refiected in the
master index files maintained by central office, resulted in the elimination
of the payees index files. This action eliminated approxunately 22 full-
time positions at an annual savings of an estimated $66,000 in salaries.
Subsequent disposition of the files, consisting of some 20 million cards, and
the elimination of the equipment and space needed will substantially in-
crease the total savings.

Certain duplication of accounting records in field stations was elimi-
nated by changing the organization and staffing of the loan guaranty and
finance divisions in reg1ona1 offices to provide for the performance of the
accounting functions of the loan guaranty divisions in the finance divisions.
This action eliminated approxunately 65 posmons at an annual savings
at an estimated $350,000 in salaries. The action also eliminated dupli-
cate work, duplicate records, preparation of extra copies of numerous forms,
and caused an overall increase in efficiency and effective maintenance of
the accounts on a current basis.

bomprehenswe studies leading to the development of a system to be
used in integrating the accounting and disbursing functions for payments
authorized by the New York regional office were completed. Based on
these studies, it was determined “that a system utilizing tabulating equip-
ment and a punched card payees account record would be most advan-
tageous  to the Veterans Administration. Procedural ouilines, cost
estimates and forms were developed to test the system in the New York
regional office beginning on or about September 1, 1955. Expected sav-
ings will accrue through the use of a smgle record of payees to be used as
both an accounting and a disbursing record, elimination of intermediate
handhng and processing of records now necessary in the exchange of data
between the United States Treas iry Regional Disbursing Office and the
Veterans Administr; atio__, mechanization of accounting records. and the
developmen of “
e
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tions in ﬁel statlons of the Department of Veterans Beneﬁts contmued
as planned, for the purpose of assuring conformance with established
pol1c1es, plans procedures and standards and that all operatlons are con-
ducted etnclently and economically, and to furnish assistance to field

er

‘ﬂ‘
tations in the solution of operational and management problems whereve

are found to exist.
ThlS supervision has been administered from central office but has been
effected through the five area supervision offices established late in fiscal

- U
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year 1954, each with an area representative in charge, who has the re-
sponsibility for conducting field supervision in the field stations within an
assigned area and for appraising for the Assistant Deputy Administrator
\rleld) the effectiveness of station management in carrying out the overail
missions of the department in the field.

Emphasis has continued upon conducting an effective program of field
supervision so directed as to serve as a good aid to management and based
upon evaluating the quality of judgment used administratively, more than
on rouiine analysis of procedural compiiance, with the specific purpose of
furthering the overall management improvement effort.

During the year, meetings both in central office and in the field have been
held with field supervisors for the various programs and with area repre-
sentatives. The purpose of these meetings has been to develop closer
relations with field personnel, to exchange information on problems in the
field and in central office and generally to orient those responsible for
field supervision activities in the plans and thinking of central office.
Training in work measurement and other new procedures has also been
accomplished in this way.

As a result of experience during the year decision was made to strengthen
field supervision by further delegations of responsibility to the area super-
vision offices in order that certain procedural and operational improve-
ments may be made in the field without referral to central office. Central
office and area supervision office organizational structures were studied
with the view of accomplishing this.

During the fiscal year, virtually all programs in all offices were super-
vised at least once. In addition, special purpose visits have been made to
some offices in connection with management improvement studies and to
render special assistance to local management.

Action initiated in fiscal year 1954 to analyze the organizational struc-
ture and the operations of regional offices to determine whether operating
economies could be effected without adversely affecting service to veterans
was continued. As a result several plans to effect economies by recen-
tralizing certain processing activities in war-expanded regional offices to
the parent regional office were developed

Performance rating of managers of field stations has taken on increased
importance with the greater responsibility and authority given local man-
agement in the recent reorganization. Because of this a study was made
as to the job requirements basic to rating managers. As a result job per-
formance requirements for managers were developed.

Work Measurement

A work measurement and performance standard system for the field
station operations of this department has been developed and is presently
being field tested in all reglonal offices preparatory to official installation.
Work-rate standards have been established for all 51gn1hcant work units
based on direct labor requirements. Separate standards in the form of
ratios to direct labor have been established for supervisory and other in-
direct labor positions. The system has been de51gned to relate current man-

power expenditure to work units produced under the standards so that
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manpower utilization effectiveness for all functions is currently available
to responsible first-line supervisors as well as station and central office man-
agement.

“The duration of the field testing and validating period will vary with the
different programs depending on the results of test experience. The entire
system is planned to be officially installed during fiscal year 1956. This
will permit integration of the system with the budget program in ample
time to permit its use in budgetary appraisal of operations during fiscal
year 1957, and in the preparation of fiscal year 1958 personal service budget
estimates.

Quality measurement and reporting systems have been developed, tested
and installed in four programs as an integral part of the work measurement
and performance standards system, while similar systems for the remaining
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programs are expecwd to be installed by December 1935,

Incentive Awards

Under a limited decentralization of authority to managers of field stations,
a notable upswing in the number of suggestions submitted by employees
from July 1, 1954, through November 25, 1954, was observed. With the
enactment of Public Law 763, effective November 30, 1954, further decen-
tralization of authority was made. The managers were authorized to ap-
prove cash awards of $100 or less for locally adopted suggestions and to
approve sustained superior accomplishment awards for employees excepting
only those employees in centralized positions. These changes further elim-
inated delays in processing recommendations and reduced the cost of
administration of the program.

By projecting the 7 months’ figures, November 30, 1954, through June
1955, to 12 months, it was found that the participation rate of the em-
ployees of this department will exceed 127 per thousand. This compares
favorably with the Government average of 78 per thousand. The approval
rate at the station level was 60 percent. Overall approval rate for the
department exceeded 49 percent.

In order to obtain maximum utilization of ideas adopted, the depart-
ment authorized the publication of the management improvement bulletin.
The ideas included in this publication have been approved for local adop-
tion or adaptation on an optional basis and are recommended for study
and posssible application.

The United States Government, through the Veterans Administration as
e administ wo life insurance programs

ering agency, operates two lif
gram which had its origin in

sur, programs for vet-
erans and servicemen. The insurance prog

World War I is known as United States Government life insurance
( UsGLI), and the program which had its inception in 1940 is called
national service life insurance {INSLI).

All regular NSLI issued prior to April 1951 1

to share in the gains and savings of this fund, as such may be determined



ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955 119

by the Veterans Administration. All NSLI issued after April 1951 is
nonparticipating, except for certain replacement rights granted to pohcy—
holders who surrendered their participating insurance while in service.
All USGLI is pariicipating.

According to law these two programs are segregated and administered
separately in all particulars. There exist in the United States Treasury a
participating NSLI trust fund, two nonpartlc1pat1ng NSLI revolving funds
and a part1c1pat1ng USGLI trust fund. All prennums paid, all interest
earned and all other Income are segregated and deposited to the appropri-
ate fund, which is administered solely for the benefit of policyholders and
beneﬁmanes covered under its program. For dividend determination and
for all other purposes the experience of each of these funds is segregated
and in all respects they are operated as if they were separate life insurance
organizations. All expenses incident to the administration of these funds
are borne by the United States Government; in addition, certain claim
losses in the participating funds are by law chargeable to the Government.

Veterans separated from military service after Apml 1951 may apply
within 120 days after separatlon for nonpartlclpatmg insurance on the 5-
year renéwable nonconvertible term plan only This insurance is known
as veterans special term insurance. Those separated with a service-con-
nected disability may apply for permanent plans in addition to term within
1 year after service connection is established. This insurance is known as
service-disab]ed veterans insurance.

The maximum amount of all Government insurance on one life is
$10,000.

The rates, values, and optional settlements for participating NSLI are
based on the American Experlence Table of Mortallty and 3 percent in-
terest. The rates and values for the nonpartlclpatmg NSLI described
above are based on the Commissioners 1941 Standard Ordinary Table of
Mortality with 214 percent interest, while the optional settlements are
based on the Annuity Table for 1949 with the same rate of interest. The
rates, values and optional settlements for USGLI are based on the Ameri-
can Experience Table of Mortality and 3% percent interest.

All phases of these programs, except the adjudication of death claims,
are administered by the Department of Insurance through facilities in

central office and four field offices. These include the formulation of
policy, standards, and procedures for granting or making changes in con-
tracts for life and d1sab111ty insurance, the collection and disposition of
insurance premiums, the maintenance of Insurance premium accounts, the
adjudication of dlsablhty insurance claims, the determination of distribu-
table surplus and its allocation for payment of dividends, and the main-
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tenance of the necessary administrative accounting and actuarial functions
for the financial analysis of the insurance funds.

In addition, the Department of Insurance is responsible for: payment of
death and (‘]mnhﬂv'rv henefits under the vaarly renessshl
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matic insurance provisions of the War Risk Insurance

s}
(P iblic Law
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193, 63d Cong.) ; payment of death benefits under the Servicemen’s In-
demnity Act of 1951 (part I, Public Law 23, 82d Cong.) ; administration
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of the World War Adjusted Compensanon Act (Public Law 120, 68th
Cong.); administration of article IV of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil
Relief Act of 1940 (Public Law 861 76th Cong.) ; and the maintenance
of administrative, budgetary and cost accounts for these programs.

Systems and Procedures

3

During fiscal year 1955 significant progress was made again in systems
and procedures improvement activities. The program of mechanizing
systems and procedures was continued as a major objective.

Numerous new systems and procedural changes were placed into effect
thereby enhancing insurance operations by decreasing personnel require-
ments and Lu'ﬂ.uen*{v; costs for operating the Department of Insurance and
improving service rendered.

New forms and form letters were developed to reduce the instances in
which dictated letters were being used; many existing forms and form
letters were revised simplifying preparatmn and otherwise improving our
correspondence activities. These 1Mpmvemepf= fngefher with a reduction
of the correspondence work, resulted in annual savings of $640,000.

A system using a punched -card techmque was devised to provide for
mechanical calculation of national service life insurance dividends. The
punched-card technique in addition to calculating the dividends is used
for subsequent operations such as preparation of transfer posting continua-
tion sheets and preparation of journal lists. It is estimated that annual
savings will be at least $200,000.

A new procedure was developed which reduced aterxally the opera-

tional steps and time required to process applications fo

r
One of the new features of the new procedure is the use of a

SSQo
o
plate to imprint the basic records involved. Approximately $100,000 sav-
ings per year will be realized from this improvement.

A procedure was developed and successfully tested which eliminated
the manual posting of premium payments for accounts being paid by de-
duction from VA benefit payments, and in lieu thereof provided a punched-
card record with an “allotment” type of accounting. The procedure is
now being installed on a nationwide basis. It is estimated that annual
savings approximating $238,00C will be realized by the district offices, but
there will be some additional costs to the regional offices.
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central
office were decentralized to field stations thereby reducing the flow of docu-
ments to central office and reducing the cost of the operation estimated at
approximately $50,000 per year.

Of great importance also was the initiation of test procedures for placing
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premium billing” and “loan accounting” operations on punched cards

33
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Preliminary results from the tests are favorable. In addition, exploratory
tests are being conducted for placing the present “premium accounting”
system on punched cards. Successful conclusion of these tests will consti-
tute important achievements and will resuit in substantial savings and
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National Service Life Insurance

National service life insurance (NSLI) was authorized by the National
Service Life Insurance Act of 1940 (Public Law 801, 76th Cong.). A
summary of this law was inciuded on page 37 of the annual report iof
1940, and various amendments were referred to in subsequent annual
reports. The applicable provisions of Public Law 23, 82d Congress, en-
acted April 25, 1951, were outlined in the annual report for 1951.

Section 604 of the act set up the NSLI appropriation. The income of
this appropriation consists of moneys periodically appropriated by Con-
gress and a small amount of premium income from policies insured in the
appropriation under the provisions of section 602 (c) (2) and 602 (v)
(1). The disbursements from this appropriation consist of reimbursements
to the NSLI fund for certain claim losses and other obligations assumed by
the Government, direct payments to insureds and beneficiaries under the
policies issued by the appropriation, and direct payments to beneficiaries
of insureds whose deaths were chargeable to the Government under certain
amendments to the act.

The following is a summary of operations of the NSLI funds.

The NSLI fund was established in 1940 to handle the insurance program
of World War II. Considerations of equity made it desirable to segregate
the insurance operations of this new group of policyholders from the earlier
group of World War I.  Over 22 million policies were issued under this
program of which about 5.7 miilion remain in force for a total amount
of approximately $38 billion of insurance. The lapses were, of course,
the heaviest at demobilization after the close of World War II.  This was
followed by heavy reinstatements and lapses in the intervening years until
the Korean conflict when a large influx of new issues was recorded. In
April 1951 the fund was closed to new issues and only reinstatements now

Pl I Y I P

add to the in-force totals.

The assets of this fund are increasing and now stand at slightly over
$5.5 billion, all invested in United States Treasury notes and policy loans
except for a small cash balance. Policy obligations conservatively evalu-
ated on an actuarial basis total about $4.9 biilion, leaving a balance of ap-
proximately $543 million for contingency reserves, and earnings of about
$105 million for the first 6 months of calendar year 1955 which will be
distributed as dividends in calendar year 1956. Contingency reserves are,
of course, required in the management of any insurance operation whether
governmental or commercial.

The fund’s total income in fiscal year 1955 was about $676 million, the
principal items of which were $431 million for premiums and $161 million
for interest on the invested assets. The disbursements were almost $600
million, the principal items being $338 million for current and past death
claims payable either in a lump sum or in instalments, and $205 million
for dividends. At the present time the monthly instalment payment on
death claims, most of which occurred during the war years, totals about
$22 million. A reserve of over $3 billion is being held to assure the com-

pletion of these payments.
369269—56——9
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Regular annual dividends are being paid on practlcally all classes of
policies. The dividend scale for policy years endmg in calendar year 1955
on ter ely 10 percent over that for
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scale on

nsurance was increased a proximate.
policy years ending in calendar year 1954. Th
remains virtually unchanged.

Veterans Special Term Insurance.—This insurance is available without
medical examination to veterans separated from service after April 1951.
It must be applied for within 120 days after separation. The only pian of
insurance written is 5-year renewable nonconvertible term. The premium
rates are based on the Commissioners 1941 Standard Ordinary Table of
Mortahty with 2 /; percent These policies are by law nonpart1c1pat1ng
which means that they will receive any d1v1dends or otherwise share in

ermanant nl ans
p Ciilaliviit plailis

any surplus that may accrue
1‘

As of the end of fiscal ye P
issued of which practlcally all remain in forc r a total of over $3 billion
of i insurance. The new issues are currently in the neighborhood of 20,000
policies 'a month with an average size of $9,100 per pohcy While no
exact ﬁgures are available, it is estimated that between 20 and 25 percent
of the service separations w rance apply
for this insurance.

The assets of this fund are now about $10.1 million, all invested in
United States securities except for a small cash balance. The policy obli-
gations total $4.5 million, leaving a surplus for contingencies of $5.6
million.

The income in fiscal year 1955 totaled $8.5 million, practically all from
premiums except for a small amount from interest on the invested assets.
The disbursements totaled approximately $2.1 million for death benefits
and premium waivers.

Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance.—This insurance is available to
veterans separated after April 1951 who are suffering from service-connected
disabilities but who are otherwise insurable. The insurance must be ap-
plied for within 1 year after service connectwn of the dlsablhty is established
by the Veterans Administration. All the regular NSLI plans of insurance,
including 5-year term, are available. The premium rates are based on the
Commissioners 1941 Standard Ordinary Table of Mortality with 214 per-
cent and are nonpart1c1pat1ng

As of the end of fiscal year 1955, only 13,084 such pohcxes had been
issued, of which 12,529 were still in force for a total of $107 miilion of
insurance. The issues are relatively very small, in the neighborhood of
650 pohcles a month with an average size of about $8,750 per policy.

The income in fiscal year 1955 was almost $1,300, 000 while the dis-
bursements were in excess of $1,600 ,000.

‘The experience to date indicates that the fund will not be self- -support-
ing from a claims standpomt because it insures medically substandard
lives. Its premium income will have to be augmented periodically by
congressional appropriations.

-
5
:
[
g
D
g ,%f».
[e]
Z

H-



-
N
w

Unit-ed States Government Life Insurance

United States Government life insurance (USGLI) was issued under
the authority of the War Risk Insurance Act (Sept. 2, 1914), as amended,
and the World War Veterans’ Act, 1924, and the amendments thereto.
The applicable provisions of Public Law 23, 82d Congress, were outlined
under the heading of national service life insurance in the annual report
for 1951.

The following is a summary of operations of the USGLI fund.

The USGLI fund was established in 1919 to handle the insurance con-
verted from the War Risk Term Insurance of World War I. A total
of approximately 1,150,000 of these converted policies was issued of which
399,486 policies for a total of $1,733,000,000 remain in force. Since this
fund was closed to new issues in April 1951 the insurance in force is de-
creasing at an accelerating pace, now in the neighborhood of 4 percent
per year.

The assets of the fund are similarly decreasing and now stand at about
$1.36 billion, all invested in United States securities and policy loans except
for a small cash working balance. The liabilities for pohcy obhgatlons
determined in accordance with accepted actuarial principles, are approxi-
mately $1.22 billion, leaving a balance of approximately $128.9 million
for contingency reserve purposes, and earnings of about $12.5 million for
the first 6 months of calendar year 1955 which will be distributed as divi-
dends in calendar year 1956.

The fund is now sustained by a gross yearly income of $81 million, of

which $31 million comes from premiums, $48 million from interest on the

invested assets, and the balance from miscellaneous sources. The total
disbursements in fiscal year 1955 were $89 million, consisting principally
of $38.5 million for death and disability claims, $19 million for endowment
maturities, $24.5 million for dividends, and $5 million for cash surrender

values
vaiuts.

Dividends are being paid on all plans of insurance except term. The
scale for policy years ending in calendar year 1955 was increased slightly
at the older attained ages.

Renewable Term and Automatic Insurance

The War Risk Insurance Act, Public Law 193, 63d Congress, as amended,
provided insurance in any multiple of $500, but not less than $1,000 or
more than $10,000, against death or total permanent disability, to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces during World War I. The insurance was issued

+ha wahla +amn
on the l-year-renewable term plan and could not be renewed after July

1,1927. Benefits were payable upon the death or total permanent dlsable-
ment of the insured at the rate of $5.75 per month per $1,000 of insurance
for a guaranteed period of 240 months and for as long thereafter as total
permanent disability continued.

In addition automatic coverage was granted to those who became totally
and permanently disabled or died within 120 days after entrance into

service without having applied for War Risk Insurance providing monthly



124 ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

installments of $25 for a guaranteed period of 240 months and for as long
thereafter as total permanent disability continued.

The basic legislation also authorized that all premiums collected for war
risk insurance be deposited to, and all benefits paid from, the military and
naval insurance appropriation. In addition transfers from this appropria-
tion to the USGLI fund were authorized by the World War Veterans’
Act, 1924, Public Law 242, 68th Congress, as amended, to cover obliga-
tions incurred under USGLI policies for death, total permanent disability
and total disability claims determined to be traceable to the extra hazard
of the military and naval service and for waiver of recovery of overpay-
ments and erroneous payments. Transfers are also authorized under sec-
tion 10 of the Insurance Act of 1951, Public Law 23, 82d Congress, cover-
ing death and total permanent disability claims incurred while waiver of
USGLI premiums is in effect.

The disbursements from the military and naval insurance appropriation
during fiscal year 1955 totaled $5,571,730. Of this amount $1,343,029 was
transferred to the USGLI fund and the balance, $4,228,701 represents
payments on claims under war risk and automatic insurance claims. The
cumulative total of all expenditures through June 30, 1955, was
$2,298 548294, Of this amount $139069,760 was transferred to the
USGLI fund and $2,159,478,534 was paid on war risk and automatic

insurance claims.

Adjusted Compensation

Public Law 120, 68th Congress, as amended, provided adjusted compen-
sation for veterans of World War I covering the period of active service
in the Armed Forces provided application was made therefor on or before
January 2, 1940. The basic legislation authorized the issuance of adjusted
service certificates, maturing in 20 years, to living veterans provided the
adjusted service credit equalied or exceeded $50 and payment in cash pro-
vided such credit was less than $50. In the event the veteran died before
making application the adjusted service credit, if $50 or more, was payable
in 10 equal quarterly installments to his dependents, otherwise in one sum.
The Adjusted Compensation Payment Act, 1936, Public Law 425, 74th
Congress, authorized immediate payment of the face value of the adjusted
service certificates.

The current activity under this program involves the settlement of re-
asserted claims and the settlement of outstanding adjusted service certif-
icates. The status as of June 30, 1955, of the adjusted service certificate
fund, established under the basic legislation, is given in the statistical tables.

Civil Relief
The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940, as amended, makes

provision to suspend the enforcement of civil liabilities, in certain cases,
of persons in the military service of the United States in order to enable
such persons to devote their entire energy to the defense needs of the Nation.

ArticleIV of the above act deals specifically with commercial private life
insurance policies carried by servicemen before entry into military service.
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Because of reduced earmngs while in service, it was difficult, or even im-
possible in many instances, for inductees to continue paying Plclllluu.xa on
prlvate insurance that they might have had in civilian life. In order to’

permit these persons to continue their private insurance, arrangement was
made through this act whereby premiums, becoming due while in service
and for 2 years after discharge, could be charged as loans against the poli-
cies. The function of the Government is to guarantee to the insurance
company the repayment of any indebtedness not liquidated by the insured
himself. Any payment, however, made by the Government is a debt owed
to the United States by such insured. No form of Government life insur-
ance is eligible for this beneﬁt by the terms of the act

The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940 is in full force and
effect today and applies to all persons who are called upon to perform serv-

ice in one of the branches of the Armed Forces of the United States.
The data, as of June 30, 1955, on applications adjudicated and approved,
cases terminated, and the number of policies still under the protection of

the act, may be found in table 82, page 265.

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

The Board of Veterans Appeals was established by statutory enactment to
decide appeals to the Administrator in connection with claims involving
benefits under laws administered by the Veterans Administration. Pro-
vision is made for hearings on appeal upon the request of claimants, their
designated representatives and attorneys, and Members of Congress.

Benefits to veterans or dependents of veterans of all wars, beginning with
the Civil War, as well as the Regular Establishment, were involved in the
cases finally dec1ded by the Board of Veterans Appeals during the fiscal
year. Table 91 on page 270 presents a detailed analysis of appellate actions
on cases disposed of during the year.

The Board of Veterans Appeals entered 60,977 appellate actions in 49,106
cases, the ratio of appellate actions to cases being 1.24. There were 4,501
remands for further development of evidence and consideration by agencies
of original jurisdiction, subject to return for final determination in case
of action unfavorable to the appeliant. During the fiscal year, 15,631 hear-
ings on appeal were recorded by the board.

There were 20,622 appeals reported by originating agencies as pending
at close of the fiscal year and 9,627 cases were actually before the board
or in readiness for appellate consideration. This was a decrease, during
the year, of 1,358 of these cases.

In addition to certified cases in the course of appellate consideration
and in transit, the filing of appeals was reported in 8,731 cases not yet
certified to the board by the agencies of original jurisdiction because of
the need for development of evidence or other reasons.

Two changes were made to VA Manual M-I, which sets forth the
procedures relating to the handling of appealed cases and the reportmg
of appeals by field stations. One of these changes related to revision of
the procedure for forwarding cases for appellate review. The other re-
lieved field offices of submitting monthly reports relating to the receipt,
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development and certification of appeals, requiring reports only every 3
months.

Study was conducted relating to professional, clerical and stenographic
activities in the preparation of decisions. The study aided in appraising
individual accomplishment and identifying areas for 1mprovement
Through discussion of errors identified by this study there has been im-
provement in work technique. In addition, reduction of
between docketing of appealed cases pleti
Expediting the consideration of appealed cases is advantageous to veterans
and other claimants who seek appellate review.

A system of preanalysis of mail, initiated in fiscal year 1954, has resulted
in expediting replies to letters, wuh reduction of movement of records and
improvement of service to veterans, inasmuch as many of the letters seek
information necessary to process applications for tralmng, or medical treat-
ment. The board part1c1pated with other agencies in the preparatlon of

regulatory and procedural i Issues, commenting upon or proposmg substitute

the time elapsing
and completion of r'leosmn will result,

{

policies and procedures governing the many operations of the Veterans
Administration.
GENERAL COUNSEL

Legal Service (General)

On legal questlons other than those relating to litigation and loan guar-
anty, 5,632 opinions, memorandums, and other communications were re-
leased during the year. The questions considered included problems of
statutory construction of Federal, State, and foreign laws, matters of per-
sonal status, compensation, pension, insurance, 1ndemmtv, vocational re-
hablhtatlon, education and training, domestic relatlons, and other subjects
too numerous to describe. Not included in the figure given are the prob-
lems disposed of by oral advice and guidance, of which there were several
thousand involving every phase of VA activity and associated agencies
and activities.

There were pending on July 1, 1954, 40 claims under the Federal Tort
Claims Act (28 U. S. C. 1346 (b), 2671-2680), which authorizes the
heads of Federal agencies, or their designees, to settle claims not exceed-
ing $1,000 against the United States, when such claims are based on

neghgent or wrongful act or omission” by a Government employee acting
within the scope of his employment. The General Counsel and Associate
General Counsel are the designated officials in the Veterans Administra-
tion to act for the Administrator in those cases. Regional chief attorneys
have been authorized to investigate all such claims and, where deemed
without legal merit, act for the General Counsel in denymg claims, with
the rxght of a.ppeal in the claimant. As a consequence, most of the claims
considered by the office of the General Counsel are those in which a favor-
able conclusion has been recommended by a chief attorney. During the
year, 114 of these claims were received; 87 were paid, in some amount,
22 were disallowed, and 45 were pendmg on June 30, 1955.

Durlng the year, there were received in the Legal Service (General)
1,661 opinions of regional chief attorneys, which under the procedure
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are required to be submitted to central offi fiice for review, for the purpose

Of i‘}sﬁri"ig CO"ifGr"‘ﬁity vv'il.h \.A;auus Lbsula\,isno ana a.l.lpli\,uu e pr edents.
A total of 90 of these opinions were rewntte and the balance, 1,571, were

Legal Service {Litigation)
T 1 O /1T IR I IR . S S SOOI I R |
Legal dervice gL.l gatlon) 1s responsioi€ 10T Imaintaini 1g contacCt ana
collaborating with the Department of Justice on all litigation arising out

of the activities of the Veterans Administration. Many civil suits are
tried independently or in collaboration with the Department of Justice,
and supervision is maintained of all litigation activities, both civil and crim-

inal, in the field offices of the Veterans Administration.
Civil Litigation.—As of June 3 30, 1954, the pending civil liti ation load

amounted to 2,177 suits of all types. During the fiscal year, 2 720 suits
were filed and 12 cases were received for institution of 1nterpleader pro-
ceedings, making a total addition of 2,732 to the load existing at the begin-
ning of the year. During the yea 183 insurance suits, 10 interpleader
were disposed of. Memorandums

of facts and law were su bmitted in 3'3 1v1l su1ts As of Tune 30, 1955,

action, mcludmg 294 i 1nsurance suits, 30 insurance interpleaders, and 1,555
other civil suits.

Disposition and status of litigated cases
[Fiscal year 1955]
Number of Cases now
T £ action cases New cases Cases pending
ype ot actio pending | received closed une 30,
June 30, 1954 1955)
Miscellaneous civil litigation. .. .. 1, 803 2, 589 2,837 1, 555
Insurance litigation............. 346 131 183 294
Insurance interpleader. RN 28 12 10 30
Criminal nrosecution. . . 629 797 746 680
Tort claims not yet in 11t1gat10n. . 40 114 109 45

The civil litigation involves such matters as suits against the United
'States for insurance benefits; suits on behalf of and against the Government
in connection with the vocational rehabilitation and education program;

suits for reimbursement and recovery under construction contracts; varied
litigation under the loan guaranty program; proceedings in the nature of
mandamus or for injunctive or declaratory relief against the Administrator
or other public officials by separated former employees and by others in
connection with veterans’ benefits; and suits under the Federal Tort Claims
Act. Aside from the foregoing, which may be described as m: jOi‘ items of
litigatiou, there are also involved less 1_A_pnrtanf actions such as suits for

Veterans Administration and members of the military estabhshments suits
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to recover moneys under the escheat an
debte due the TInited States on 2 varie

UTDW UKRT T LILOLCU Dails Uil a Valilily

debtednesses growing out of payments improperly made to training in-
stitutions and individuals incident to the vocational rehabilitation and edu-
cation program; claims paid on the basis of guaranty and insurance of
loans under the loan guaranty program; overpayments of subsistence and

1 n cecs mavment ade fo tacts
readjustment auowanceés; payments mad€ ior proteciion

ction
insurance under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940, and
variety of debts arising in various other ways.
During the year, there was continued activity in the number of miscel-
laneous civil litigation cases resulting from the policy of the Department
i

; of miccellaneous r‘a“mc e in-
OlL L riaaiTUUS Lidaiiis, C. 5 3 1ad

~ rvadime arlirioteoe ~ s ans am e Ade ol ctandinn ~F alan S qalao i L0232 21
of Juatu, > advlblllg the Veterans Administration of the institution of juaicial
proceedings in such cases an renuestin assistance in connection with the

ucl d .
development thereof. The de has intensified its efforts, as has
also the General Accounting Ofﬁce to recover on a variety of claims in

favor of the United States, as set forth in the last part of the preceding
¢ See table page 1
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in the c1v11 llthatlon cases for the use of the Department of Justice and
United States Attorneys or other attorneys handling the cases on behalf
of the Government. Upon request, the attorneys also prepare briefs, try

cases in the district courts and the Court of blalms or argue appeals thereon

da+s £ o ot 1
in the appellate courts. Recommendations for or against appeal

titions for writs of certiorari to the Supreme Court of the Unit tes
and recommendations as to compromise of suits are also repared generally
upon request by the Department of Justice.

Criminal Prosecution.—The Veterans Administration is not a criminal
ulvcaugauvc or pluac&,uuug agency. in Cai‘i‘y‘iug ou
hgwpvpr it mus s ne
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nvestiga 1
the Vahdlty of claims and payments‘ In so domq, violations of penal (in-
cluding forfeiture) provisions of the Federal statutes are frequently demon-
strated by the evidence secured. It is the duty of this agency, if a prima
facie case is made, to submit the evidence to the United States Attorney or
to the Denartment of Tnnhrp The final determination ac¢ whether the

O UL LSO pQillicln Od usuile ine final determination as to whether the

evidence is sufficient to warrant prosecution in any case is the responsibility
of the Department of Justice. The Litigation Service coordinates the work
in the various regional and district offices of the Veterans Administration to
insure that each is kept abreast of the law and of devel opments in other

areas. It also collaborates with the officials of the Department of Justice
to the end that the mstructions issued to and advice given the variol_ s United

Gada | o s actard
sists in trials when 1 qucsu:u.

loan guaranty provisions of the Serv1cemen S Read]ustment Act of 1944,
as amended; frauds by training institutions under title IT of the same act,
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the same being generally violations of sections 287, 371, and 1001, Title 18,
United States Code; and frauds in connection with readjustment allow-
ances (38 U. S. C. 696).

On June 30, 1954, there were pending in this office 629 cases for con-

s1derat10n as to prosecution. During the fiscal year, 797 cases were re-
ceived. Of this total of 1,426 cases, 126 were forwarded to the appropnate

regional office chief attorneys for submission to the United State; s Attorneys,
and 16 were submitted direct to the Department of Justice. Seven
h! ndred :-md forty-six cases were ﬁnallv disposed of, leaving 680 such

v1ew to prosecuuons have normally been made through the regional office
t‘[Oi’i’]E'yS 1nere were penaimng wiinl ine epartment ol

, 1954, 1,173 cases thus submitted. During the year, 976 submis-
sions were made by the field offices to the various United States Attorneys
and 959 were disposed of, leaving 1,190 cases on hand as of June 30, 1955.
The 959 cases were disposed of as follows:

. There wore nendine with the Denartment of Tustice on

Closed by Department of JustiCe......ooviiuenvenenaiiiiiiiiaieaae, vee.. 566
Nobills........... e B P cees 28
Closed for other reasons.......covevveveenaen. 132
Convictions........ e 214
Acquittals....... e 19

Total..oovvvnvunnnnnn e e terereer e Ceeieeeeeeenseea.. 959

Legal Service (Loan Guaranty)

Legal Service
1955, released
and comments in respect to legal mattcrs concerned in the admlmstratlon of
title II1 of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended (38

U. S. C. 694). Of the 379 chief attorneys’ opinions considered during the
A

t W

fiscal year, a total of 320 were approved, 42 were amended, and 17 were
eowrittan  In certain cases oninions were amended or rewritten in order

rewritten. 4l CCIlaiil Lasts Lpai2itoiis were arnell

to make them suitable for widespread distribution by the addition of ex-
planatory material, citations, or statutory provisions from Jurlsdlcuons other
than the one in which the opinion originated. In a few instances it was

found necessary or desirable to correct erroneous statements or CONCIUsIons.
In view of the complex nature of the legal questions CoDSIdered, the per-

S
>-.

centage of opmlons in which corrective actio r
provement in the legal work performed in the field by the chief attorneys
and loan guaranty attorneys.

Certain opinions of the General Counse

1
1
neys’ opinions of widespread interest to veterans,

and others have been printed, dlgested and dlstmbuted out51de the Vet-
erans Administration. In some instances the conclusions reached in the
oplmons have been 1ncorporated in admmlstratlve issues to the field, e. g.,

technical bulletins, emergency interim mation bulletins.
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In fiscal year 1955, the chief attorneys and their loan guaranty attorneys
rendered legal assistance to the loan guaranty officers in connection with
,092 property acquisitions, 4,484 sales of acquired properties, and in con-

ec t on with the custody, rental, and maintenance problems of 5,904 par-

cels of property of various types, real and personal, handled during the
fiscal year by the property management divisions in the several regional
offices and centers. Legal assistance as required was rendered by the chief
attorneys and their assistants to VA personnel in respect to 5,232 guaranty

or insurance claims filed by holders and in respect to the collection of result

ing indebtedness due the Government.
The Housing Act of 1954, Public Law 560, 83d Congress, 2d session,
approved August 2, 1954, among other thmgs liberalized guaranty entitle-

ment prOVlSlonS, prOVlGCCl IOI’ UIC COOI‘CllnaUOIl OI tne Veterans Admlnlstra-
tion with the voluntarv home mortoage credit prooram (title ‘7T Puklic

QI WAL A0 VORRilaly 20140 INOILE4 ity 1Ugail: | il L unae

Law 560) and provided in section 801 (a) for a seller or builder’s Warranty
in respect to homes purchased by veteran-borrowers. These amendments
necessitated numerous changes in the regulatlons and the issuance of tech-

:503

e

nical bulletins and emergency interim issues, all of which were approved as
to legal sufficiency by the General Co"mel. During the fiscal year, pro-
cedures for the conduct of hearings in connection with the suspension of

r
lenders and the refusal of appraisals were developed (sec. 504 (c) of the
act (38 U. S. C. 694d (c)) sec. 914 of the act (38 U.S.C. 694n) and secs.
: he

36: 1331 an T gula‘uons) . The warranty requirements of

the anproval of

aarranty torme
L QppiUVaas Ul Walial

ity 101 111S

d
to be used in connection with the loan guaranty program in all of the
jurisdictions.
The A551stan Deputy Ad

Ar

ering the numerous practi-
o-day admlmstratlon of the loan guar-
anty program. This results in the clamﬁcatlon and solution of a great num-
ber of such matters without the delay and expense incident to written sub-
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One member and one alternate member of the Central Office Loan Guar-

anty Commlttee on Waivers and Compromises are provided by the Office
of the General Counsel. Waivers or offers of compromise were considered
during the fiscal year 1955 in 116 cases, and in addition 96 letters were writ-

ten, reviewed, or approved by the General Counsel in respect to waiver
and compromise matters. The General Counsel provides 1 member and

1 alternate member of a review section of a Central Gomxnlttee on Waivers
and Forfeitures. (See VA Regulatlons 2913 (B), 10113 (E), and 12304
(D) ) There were reviewed, in fiscal year 1955, 94 such cases and in cer-
tain instances it was necessary : ritten memorandums in ex-
planation of the action taken by th

The General Counsel, when requested furmshed information of a legal
nature to Members of Congress and other governmental agencies in respect

to the interpretation of title III of the Servicemen’s Read_]ustment Act of

1944, as amended (38 U. 8. C. 694), the loan guaranty regulations, and
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related matters. In addition to the interpretation of the basic act, the legal

applicability of th gulatlons and the consideration of general law ques-
tions, it was nec ssa‘r—y to review and construe various State and Federal

_C
statutes, e. g., Federal tax liens, pa articularly the release of acquired Droper-
ties therefrom Sherman Antitrust Act in respect to alleged “tie-in’ * sales
of hazard insurance; State transfer and documentary stamp taxes, etc. In
ratlon of such matters correspondence, consultations and con-

ceveral agancies and rn
several agencies and departments of the Govern-

Distribution of Opinions

Durlng fiscal year 1955, 80 precedent opinions of the General Counsel
and digests were printed and furnished to the various offices in the field

trol office
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During fiscal year 1955, 313 applications of attorneys were approved and
1 denied; 1 applieation of agent was approved and 3 denied; 139 pplica-

tions of representatlves of service organizations were approved and 191
accreditations canceled, upon request of the organizations or otherwise.

General

During fiscal year 1955, there were introduced in Congress 11,625 bills
and resolut1ons ‘all of which were reviewed by the office of the Assistant
Administrator for Leglslanon to determine their relevancy to veterans and
their dependents or if otherwise of parncmar interest to the Veterans Ad-
ministration. This review resulted in a selection of 1,275 bills and resolu-
tions on which the office initiated and maintained history files of their legis-
lative course after they had been indexed, cross-referenced, and, where
appropnate compared with existing laws or related bills and resolutions.

In connection with these legislative proposals, 363 reports containing analy-

ses of the proposals concerned, together with pertinent data and comments
1t

relative thereto, were prepared at the request of congressional committees,
the President, and the Bureau of the Budget. Further, the office repre-
sented the Veterans Administration at 120 hearings to assist the congres-
sional committees in the consideration of these proposals, and prepared 45
drafts of bills. In addition, numerous infr—\rdenartmental conferences on

uraiw UL (SIS N

proposed legislation were attended, and many dally conferences and con-
tacts were completcd with VA department heads and top staff officials,
and others, involving pendmg and proposed legisiation and other matters
rcqulrmg advice and assistance in the application of VA policies and prac-
tices governing legislative problems and reports. Comments and recom-

mendations were also furnished to the Bureau of the Budget on proposed
Executive orders.
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Maintenance of the above-mentioned history files, which were employed
in the preparation of the mentioned reports, required careful review of

21,650 pages of the daily Congressional Record, exclusive of the Daily

£ 2910
igest, and appropriate clippings therefrom, and examination of 3,210

printed committee reports (of which 271 were found pertinent), of 351
Senate and House documents (of which 36 were found pertinent), and of
1,082 publlc and pnvate laws (of which 101 were found pertment) In
each the pertinent material was indexed, cross-referenced, and,

ce
opriate, compared with prior enactments to reflect changcs in

U

the law. The legislative activities further entailed the handling of general
correspondence including the preparation of more than 1,100 letters and

memorandums, other than reports to committees of the Congress the Pres-
s dax Moo <

ident, Bureau of the Budget, and executive aepartments and agenmes
Such correspondence was predominantly respensive to congressional in-

quiries pertaining to legislative matters. Studies were conducted and

résumés prepared during the fiscal year on 91 legislative problems and

proposals aﬂ”ectlng the Veterans Admlmstratlon. Extensive service from

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA s rendered VA department heads, top
S

rcgrsmuvc records naere
staff officials, a hers within the Veteran

as to the status and progress of pending legislation. In addition, there
were prepared for the use of the Congress, Veterans Administration, and

others in connection with legislative activities, numerous statements, pam-
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the Veterans Administration for the benefit of veterans and their denend-

ents, explanations and analyses thereof, as well as their historical
development.
Congressronal liaison activities were continued durin,
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and assist Members of Congr ress and their staffs ¢ ncernmg c

erans Administration, and related matters. In rendering thlS service ap-
proximately 12,770 personal and 102,000 telephone contacts were made
and 14,000 miscellaneous letters and memorandums prepareu. nlbU 567

individual cases were reviewed and briefed.

New Legisiation

There are listed below digests of public laws administered by the Veterans
Admiristratiom or otherwise of 'articuiar interest to the Veterans Admin-
1strat Whl(‘h enacted SF‘Qﬂnn of the 84th Conorecc

L1l OFa LONgITss.

were
Pubhc Law 7, 84th Congr ss, February 15, 1955.—This act amends
title IT of the Veterans’ Readju
e

911 et seq.), to extend to th

31, 1955, from active service in the Armed Forces, the basic penoa for
accruing entitlement to education and training benefits by persons in such

* Presidential Proclamation No. 3080 was issued by the President January 1, 1955,
fixing January 31, 1955, as the terminal date governing eligibility for various war-
time benefits authorized for veterans in connection with military service during the
Korean conflict on and after June 27, 1950.
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service on January 31, 1955; and to extend the terminal date of the pro-
gram from January 31, 1963, to January 31, 1965.

Pubiic Law 20, 84ih Congress, March 31, 1955.—This act, cited as

tha “Clavear Tneentive Act of 10"'\"'\ » nravides in nar or nrrpqcp: effec-
tne Lareer incentive ACT ¢ 1022, Proviaecs, in part, Ior mncrease efec

tive April 1, 1955, of the retlrement pay authorized for (1) emergency and
other officers of World War I retired pursuant to the act of May 24, 1928
(45 Stat. 735), as amended (38 U. S. C. 581-583), and (2) certain Reserve
officers of the Army of the United States retired pursuant to the act of
September 26, 1041 (55 Stat. 732; 10 U. S. C. 456a, 38 U, 8. C. 12).

September 26, 1041 (35 Stat. 4562,

Public Law 24, 84ih Congress, April 22, 1955.
“Second Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1955,” appropriates for the Vet-
erans Administration the additional amount of $611,000 for “Grants to the
Repubiic of the Philippines,” and the following additional amounts to re-
main availahle until PYT\PY\I‘]PA’] £24.0 000000 for “Clomnencgation and nen-

Haill avaliaOiC Willis CApCiilca. PLTU, VU,V 20 =OILPLAASaLL /8 Pl

sions” and $155,000,000 for “Read]ustrnent benefits.”

Public Law 48, 84th Congress, May 27, 1955.—This act, cited as the
“Second Urgent Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1955,” appropriates to the
Veterans Administration an additional amount for “readjustment benefits”
of ‘R‘)R ﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬂﬂ to remain available until Pvnended

Pubhc Law 83, 84th Congress, June 16, 1955.—Section 1 (a) of this
act amends Veterans Regulation No. 7 (a) by adding a paragraph II to
provide that outpatient dental services and treatment and related dental
appliances shall be furnished only for any dental condition (1) which is

service connected and compensable in degree: (‘)\ which is service con-

SCIVICE CONNCCICO alilQ CONplilsatit 2 LS50, 212CI1 25 HCIVILE COL

nected, in existence at time of discharge or release from active service, but
only if application for treatment is made within 1 year after discharge or
release, or by December 31, 1954, whichever last occurs; prov1ded
Denents Snall De on a onenmc Lompleuun Ddslb urucss SCerLCb are 10111‘1d

unaccentable. in which event additional services mav be afforded to com-

UNalllpianal, 1 Wililil CVILL alluiuiliias SLIVILLS gy 00 auiittls COIIX

plete professionally acceptable treatment; (3) Wthh is service connected
due to combat wounds or other service trauma or of a former prisoner
of war; (4) which is associated with and aogravatmg a d1sab111ty incurred
ln or aggravatca Dy a(,UVC SCIVI(,C or KJ) OI a veteran OI [IIC Dpdnls[l-
American War (including the Boxer Rebellion and the Philippine
Insurrection).

Section 1 (b) provides that the amendment shall not be construed to
affect the authority of the Administrator of Veterans AHairs to furnish
dental services to veteran trainees under Public Law 16, 78th Congress,
as amended and extended.

Section 2 repeals the provisos in the paragraph “Outpatient care” under
the heading “VETERANS ADMINISTRATION” in the Independent
Offices Appropriation Act, 1955, which provisos related to outpatient dental
treatment.

Public Law 84, 84th Congress, June 16, 1955.—This act amends sec-
tion 501 of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, to place the
guaranty of farmhouse loans on a parity with that for home loans, by
raising the maximum guaranty of 50 percent but not over $4,000, to 60
percent but not over $7,500, on loans to veterans for the purpose of pur-
chasing a farm with a farmhouse, constructing a farmhouse on land owned
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by the veteran, or repairing, altering, or improving a farmhouse owned
by the veteran, provided that in each instance the farmhouse is to be
occupied by the veteran as his home.

The amendment provides that if there is an indebtedness which is se-
cured by a lien against land owned by the veteran, the proceeds of a loan
for the construction of a farm residence on such land may be expended
also to liquidate such lien, but only if the reasonable value of the land
is equal to or in excess of the amount of the lien.

Public Law 85, 84ih Congress, June 16, 1955.— This act authorizes
the Administrator of .Veterans Affairs to reconvey to Richland County,
S. C., a tract of approximately 110 acres of land, constituting a portion
of the VA hospital reservation at Columbia, S. C. The act provides among
other things that the deed of conveyance may contain such terms, condi-
tions, reservations, and restrictions as may be determined by the Admin-
istrator to be necessary to protect the interests of the United States.

Public Law 88, 84th Congress, June 21, 1955,
June 30, 1955, amends sections 512 and 513 of the Servicemen’s Read-
justment Act of 1944, as amended (38 U. S. C. 6941, 694m) ( 1) to extend
from June 30, 1955, to June 30, 1957, the authority of the Administrator
of Veterans Affairs to make direct home and farmhouse loans to eligible
veterans; (2) to make available for such loans additional funds not to
exceed $150,000,000 in any 1 fiscal year, to be advanced by the Secretary

of the Treasury in quarter annual installments not exceeding $50,000,000,

noa +ha AvaAssends w2 P ~n ke e PR IR NS o
lcaa LhC amount Whu,h hau bcc 1 l‘ctul'ucd to tn IEVOIVIIlg fund aurlng
the preceding quarter from the sales of direct loans; (3) to enlarge the

class of ehglble veterans to include veterans who h ad previously availed

themselves of a portion, but not all, of their loan guaranty entitlement;

(4) to authorize additional types of direct loans to inciude loans for pur-
aginrg o o itk o A RS R, -

Lhabius 4 1arm witil a iarinnouse, consir Lu,uub a farmhouse on land owned
by the veteran (including liguidation of any indebtedness secured by a lien

on the land under certain condmons), and improving a dwelling; (5) to
establish a formula for determining the amount of any direct loan entitle-

ment subject to a $10 000 maximum; and (6) to authorize repayment of

cortain divant Tanna Arrartanl  cermianTiiia 1 At o S

I |
CCItdlil Gircu 104i1is 1u juaricriy, bcuuauuual, or duuu.d.l ulbthI 1CI1TS.

Public Law 92, 84th CQ!‘!GI’QSS, June 21 1955.—This act amends sec-
tion 5 of the act of October 20, 1951 (65 Stat 575; 38 U. S. C. 252¢),
(1) to extend to 5 years after October 20, 1951, or to a date 5 years
after date of the veteran’s discharge or release trom active service 1f

T or released on or after Octaher 20
discharged or released on or after October 20,

1
1 5
Wthh certain dis blf‘d 1‘(“ ns of Wnr]d War IT or tbc Korean r‘rmﬂ'

or other conveyance under the act; (2) to provide that where the quali-
fying dlsablhty occurs after dlscharge or release from active service, ap-

plication may be made within 3 years after occurrence of such diS‘biht‘y‘,
and (3) to provide further that notwithstanding these time limits no other-

R =4

wise ehglble veteran shall be denied the benefit who makes application
within 1 year from the date of determination of his entitlement to com-
pensation for the qualifying disability.
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Public Law 112, 84th Congress, June 30, 1955.—The Independent
Offices Appropriation Act, 1956, appropriates to the Veterans Administra-

tion a total of $4‘,4‘66,128 000 plus not to exceed $7 229 600 (Lucuu.ﬁcd with
an asterisk (¥) and explained below), for the fiscal year ending June 30,

1956, as follows.
“General operating expenses” (for necessary operating expenses of the
Veterans Administration, not otherwise provided for, including expenses

incidental to securing employment for war veterans): $158,002,000, of
a

which $15,150,000 shall be available for such expenses as

A0 L2, A0V, UV SIdall D0 avalialul ot

1J0
re necessary for
the loan guaranty program;

“Medical administration and miscellaneous operating expenses” (for
expenses necessary for administration of the medical, hospital, dom1c1hary,
special service, construction and supply, employee education and training
activities, and for medir_‘nl research programs) : $15,294,000;

“Inpatient care” (for expenses necessary for the maintenance and opera-
tion of hospitals and domiciliary facilities, for the care and treatment of
VA beneficiaries in facilities not under its jurisdiction, as authorized by law,
including the furnishing of recreational articles and facilities; and for aid to
State or Territorial homes in conformity with the act approved August 28,
1888, as amended, for the support of veterans eligible for admission to VA
facilities for hospital or domiciliary care) : $619,000,000, *plus $7,229,600
for reimbursable services pcrformed for other Government agencies and
individuals. This dppxupuauuu is picuu,a.u:u on iurmshmg mpauem care
and treatment to an average of 131,484 beneficiaries during the fiscal year
1956, excluding members in State or Territorial homes, and if a lesser num-
ber is experienced such appropriation shall be expended only in propor-
tion to the average number of beneficiaries furnished such care and
treatment;

“Qutpatient care” (for expenses necessary for furnishing outpatient care
to VA beneficiaries, as authorized by law): $82,089,000, not more than
$11,500,000 of which shall be available for outpatient fee basis dental care;

“Maintenance and operation of supply depots” (for expenses necessary
for maintenance and operation of supply depots) : $1,578,000;

“Compensation and pensions” (for the payment of compensation, pen-
sions, gratuities, allowances (including burial awards authorized by Vet-
erans Regulation No. 9 (2), as amended, and subsistence allowances author-
ized by part VII of Veterans Regulatmn No. 1 (a), as amended),
emergency officers’ retirement pay and annumes, and duj'llSLCd-bCL vVice
credits, as provided in sections 401 and 601 of the act of May 19, 1924, as
amended) : $2,800,000,000;

“Readjustment benefits” (for the payment of benefits authorized by the
following titles of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended:
title 11, education; 5 title 11.1, guaranty or insurance of loans for the pur rchase
or construction of homes, farms, and business property; and title V, read-
justment (unemployment) allowance; and by title II of the Veterans’
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, as amended, (educational and voca-
tional assistance) ; and for supplies, equipment, and tuition authorized by
part VII and payments authorized by part IX of Veterans Regulation No.
1 (a), as amended) : $627,097,000;
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“Military and naval insurance” (for the payment of benefits and transfer
to the United States Government life insurance fund in accordance with

the World War _V'eterans’ Act, 1924, as amended) : $4,868,000;

(13 \ PSP | 1ifa tnmarsvnnna?® (far tha mavmant AF knnoﬁfa and Fnr
L‘auuuou DLLVI\/C 111CT Liduialive \LUI (9w Paylllbll\. VUL IJCRHITLIIWL Qiiva dAv
transfer to the National service life insurance fund in accordance with the

National Service Life Insurance Act of 1940, as amended) : $81,300,000;
“Servicemen’s indemnities” (for payment of liabilities under the Service-
men’s Indemnity Act of 1951) : $40,500,000;
Y in b tha RDanshlisa Af +ha Dhilinnines?®? Nnavmant +ha Rannhlic
JLaliw LU L.ll\, l\L/lJuUlJ\/ WL LiIU & lllll‘.ll.llll\./s) \lul. yay].j.lblll- I.\J Liie L\ul—IMUAAu

of the Philippines of grants in accordance with the act of July 1, 1948, as
amended, for expenses incident to medical care and treatment of veterans) :

$2,500,000;

ferr CER] as

‘Hospital and domiciliary facilities™ (for hospital and domiciliary facili-

tiec for nlannine and far evtendin with the annroval of the prpmr’]pﬂf
(1€5, 107 pa:anning and ior &Xitnding, wiul i€ ap siaent,

any of the facilities under the jurisdiction of the Veterans Administration
or for any of the purposes set forth in sections 1 and 2 of the act approved
Mar. 4, 1931, or in section 101 of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
9‘ 4): $30, OOO 000, of which $2,900,000 shall be available for technical

rvicee for rnl‘\c\ki]!fof;nn of the “DII'I"I‘\T\(“Y!‘]’\‘!Q"‘Y‘I[‘ i'\ncrnl-q] at nnnrnpv 111 .
TViICES 107 L1124,

-

itation of the neurcpsychiatric hospit ey, I11;
“Major alterations, improvements, and repairs” (for all necessary ex-
penses of major alterations, improvements, and repairs to regional offices,
supply depots, and hospital and domiciliary facilities) : $3,900,000.
The act provides that no part of any appropriation shail be used to pay

P-r"nr‘ahnna] n'mhfnhr\nc fr\r renoris onr] rnrhﬁr‘qhnnc r\f affpnrianp at cnr‘h
cad €pC CIUnCaticil

institutions an allowance in excess of $1 per month for each eligible vet-
eran enrolled in and attending such institution. It further provides that
thereafter no part of any appropriation to the Veterans Administration shall
be available, in connection with any loan authorized by title III of the

Servicemen’s Rpaﬂ}ncfpnenf Act of 1044 as qrnﬂnr‘]pr] for navment to the

CLUCU Pay ity

lender by the Administrator of Veterans Affairs, or for credit on the loan,
of an amount equivalent to 4 percent of the amount originally loaned, guar-
anteed, or insured by the Veterans Administration, and that, with certain

C)&LUPLIUIlb, no ngut io any sucn payment snau accrue aIter oeptemoer 1,
1953.

Public Law 156, 84th Congress, July 12, 1955.—This act amends sec-
tion 10 of the act of August 2, 1946 (60 Stat. 854), as amended (34 U. S. C.
853e-1), and section 2 of the act of September 27, 1950 (64 Stat. 1067;
16 U. S. C. 369b), (1) by making permanent the authority under which
members of the reserve components who are receiving pension, retainer
pay, disability compensation, or retired pay may elect to receive such benefit
or to receive pay and allowances as reservists for any period of active duty
or drill, training, instruction, or other duty, and (2) by providing for the
bliSPCilSlOﬁ of pension, retainer pay, retirement pay, disability compensa-
tion, or retired pay of members of the reserve components who are ordered
to extended active duty in excess of 30 days in time of war or national
emergency, unless such benefit exceeds the total active duty compensation.
The amendments further provide that upon termination of the period of

. 1
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Public Law 172, 84th Congress, July 26, 1955.—This act amends sec-
tion 3 of the Servicemen’s Indemnity Act of 1951 (65 Stat. 33; 38 U. S. C.
852), to require, for purposes of payment of servicemen’s indemnity,

i
L1
PN A | o
a stepchild be a member of the insured’s household, unless designated

beneficiary by the insured, and that a stepparent, unless de51gnated as the

beneficiary, show that he stood in loco parentis to the insured prior to the

latter’s attainment of 21 years of age and for a perlod of not less than 1
L

year prior to his entry into the active service. Prior to this act, a stepchild
was included in the term “child” and a stepparent was included in the

term “parent” without any specific limiting language

Section 2 prov1des that the act shall not require (1) the discontinuance
for any period prlor to October 1, 1955, of any award of servicemen’s
indemnity made prior to July 26, 1955, or (2) duplicate payment of benefits.

Public Law 181, 84th Congress, July 26, 1955.—This act am,,nds sec-
tion 500 of the World War Veterans’ Act, 1924 (43 Stat. 628), as amended
(38 U. S. C. 551), to provide that in a suit on a contract of Government
life insurance brought by or on behalf of an insured durmg his lifetime, for
waiver of premiums on account of total disability, the court, as part of its
judgment or decree, shall determine and allow a reasonable fee to be paid
by the insured to his attorney.

Public Law 193 84th Congress, July 29, 1955.

as added by section 10 of the Insurance Act of 1951 (65 Stat 36 38
U.S.C. 823). It provides waiver of insurance premium for any person in

the active service who is determined to have been i

status (as provided in the Missing Persons Act (56 Stat. 143), as amended
(50 U. S. C. App. 1001 et seq. )), at any time after April

before April 26, 1952. The law grants (1) an automatic w
premiums on 5-year level premium term national service or
Government life insurance du or paid after June 1, 1951, during the period
of such status and during the remamder of continuous active service and
for 120 days thereafter, unless the insured requests in writing that the
waiver be terminated, and \4 ) a waiver for the same period of time of that
portlon of any permanent insurance premiums representing the cost of the
pure insurance risk which were due or pald after June 1, 1951, if (a) the
insured makes application for such waiver within 120 days after _]uly 29,
1955, or the date of his return to military ]urlsdlctxon from such missing or
similar status, whichever is the later date, or (b) if the insured dies or is
declared dead while in such missing status or if the insured dies on or prior
to the last day upon which he may apply for such waiver as set forth in
(a). Premiums shall not be automatically waived with respect to any
po]icy where the amount of the dividend earned would exceed the amount

of the premium waived.

Public Law 194, 84th Congress, July 29, 1955.—This act amends sec-
tion 5 of the Servicemen’s Indemnity Act of 1951 (65 Stat. 34; 38 U. S. C.
854), (1) to provide for replacement of 5-year level premlum term insur-

.

ance, the term of which exp1res within 120 days after cuscnarge from service
after Api‘il 25, 1951; and (2) to provi id
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disability income benefits otherwise authorized under the National Service
Life Insurance Act of 1940, as amended, or the Worid War Veterans’ Act,
1924, as amended, shall not be denied in any case of issuc or reinstatement
of insurance on a permanent plan under section 5 of the Servicemen’s In-
demnity Act of 1951 in which it is shown to the satisfaction of the Admin-
istrator that total dlsablhty of the applicant commenced prior to the date
of his application, and to charge the United States (@) with the cost of

1 i isabi i Lenefits naid in such cases
premiums waived and the total disability income benefits paid in such cases

and (b) the excess mortality cost in any such case where the insurance ma-
tures by death from such total disability.

Public Law 205, 84th Congress, August 1, 1955.—This act authorizes
the Administrator of Veterans Affairs to convey, without consideration, to

the city of Clarksburg, W. Va., for use for park and recreational purposes

and sub]ect to stated conditions, a tract of approximately 41 acres of land
constituting a portion of the VA hospital reservation at Clarksburg, W. Va.
The tract was leased to the city pursuant to clause (2) of the act of July
30, 1947 (’1 Stat. 677), which clause is repealed by this act.

Public Law 207, 84th Congress, Augugt 1, 1955 This act authorizes

W LU, oain Lon G ESS, /VGYSY 4, 1733, 4 4115 alit auilrizes

the Admlmstrator of Veterans Affairs to convey to the city of North Little
Rock, Ark., for use for park purposes and subject to stated conditions, a

tract of approx1mately 656 acres of land constltutmg a portion of the VA
_ospi 2 NT

v
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Public Law 210. 84th Congress, Au 1qust 3, 1955, —This act amends

¢ Law 210, 84th Congress, August 3, 1955.—This act amends
paragraph I, Veterans Regulation No. 9 (a), as amended (38 U. S. C.
ch. 12A), to permit, upon request, the issuance of a burial ﬂag to a friend
or associate of certain deceased veterans where it is not claimed by the
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_Pub!_ic Law 219, 4.”- Ceng.ress— August 4, 1955 —This act cited as
the “Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1956,” provides in section 1501,
among other things, that the followmg appropriations available to the
Vcterans Administration for fiscal year 1956, shall be available for uni-

T allowances therefor , as authorized Dy the act of beptember 1 1954
t. 1114) ) as amended (51U. 8. C 2131): “General operating ex
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penses”; “Medical administration and mlscellaneous operating expenses”
“Maintenance and operation of supply depots.”
Public Law 239, 84th Congress, August 4, 1955.—This act amends
aragraph I (a), part I, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, so
e inapplicable to any com

arvad 1n tha artiva
............ commissioned officer who served in the active

se_r;nce on or after June 27, 1950, and prior to February 1, 1955, and who
is retired for disability (1) 1ncurred in combat with an enemy of the United
States or (2) caused by an mstrumentahty of war and incurred in line of

duty during such service, the limitation contained in section 212 of the act
of June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 406), as amended (5 U. S. C. 59a), against the

.
b

receipt of .dual compensanon from a cxvxhan office or position under the
United States Government or under the municipal government of the
District of Columbia or any corporatlon the maJorlty of the stock of which

owned by the United States, and retired pay from the United States on
C f s

ervices in the Armed Forces in excess of $3,000.



Section 2 amends section 212 of the act of June 30, 1932, supra, so as
to increase the mentioned $3,000 limitation, to tblU 000

Pubiic Law 280, 84ih Céngréss, August 9, 1955.—This act amends
section 232 (d) of the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 (66
Stat. 669; 38 U. S. C. 942 (d) ), t prov1de that the education and training
allowance payable to veterans pursuing institutional on-farm tralmng under
title II of the mentioned act shall not be reduced until after the com-
pletxon of the first 12 months of training. Payments of education and
training allowances to on-farm trainees would be reduce ed, progressively, at
the end of each subsequent 4-month period, in a accordance with a revised
reduction formula specified in the act.

The amendment is effective as of October 1, 1955, but for purposes of

T

5
computing the mentioned allowances to be Pdld thereaf

from July 16, 1932.

Public Law 282, 84th Congress, August 9, 1955.—This act authorizes
the Administrator of General Services Administration to convey to the city
of Sioux Falls, S. Dak., all right, title, and interest, except mineral rights,
of the United States in and to a described tract of apprommately 20 acres
of land situated in Minnehaha County, S. Dak., and formerly a part of the
reservation of the VA center Sioux Falls, S.Dak. The act prov1des among
other conditions, that the tract shall be used for park and recreational pur-
poses in a manner which, in the Judgrnent of the Administrator of Veterans
Affairs or his designee, will not interfere with the care and treatment of
patients in the VA hospital at Sioux Falls.

Public Law 305, 84th Congress, August 9, 1955 —This act, cited as
the “Reserve Forces Act of 1955, among other things, amends the Armed
Forces Reserve Act of 1952 (66 Stat. 481; 50 U. S. C. 901 et seq.), b
adding a new chapter 8 entitled “Special mmstrnent Programs,” section
262 (d) of which provides among other things, that any person performing
the initial period of active duty for training of not less than 3 months or
more than 6 months required by clause (1), section 262 (c), shall be deemed
to be a member of a Reserve component called or ordered 1nto active service
for extended service in excess of 30 days for the purpose of determining
eligibility for any benefit made available to members of Reserve components
by the act of June 20, 1949 (63 Stat. 201). It is further provided that no
such person shall be entitled to any benefit under section 621 of the Na-
tional Service Life Insurance Act of 1940 (6:) Stat. 37), as amended (38
U. S. C. 822), and the indemnity accorded to such person under the Ser-
vicemen’s Idemnity Act of 1951 (65 Stat. 33), as amended (38 U. S. G.
851 et seq.), shall terminate 30 days after the release of such person
from such penod of active duty for training. The section also provides
that except as spemﬁed therein no person shall become entitled, by reason
of his performance of a period of active duty for training under the men-
tioned clause (1), to any right, benefit, or privilege provided by law for
persons who have performed active duty in the Armed Forces.

Public Law 315 84th Congress, August 9, 1955.—This act authorizes
the Administrator of Veterans Affairs to convey to the city of Milwaukee,

Wis., subject to stated conditions, a parcel of approximately four acres of
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land, which constitutes a portlon of the reservation of the VA center, Wood,
Wis.  The tract was previously leased to the city for the Milwaukee Water

18.
Works Menominee Valley booster station.

Public Law 345 84rh Congress, Auqust 11, 1955 —Section 110 of _h‘
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General Employment Statistics

The total number of VA employees in pay status on June 30, 1955, was
177,656, a decrease of 1,201 employees from June 30, 1954. As reviews
of programs and 1mprovements in orgamzatxon and operatlons were made,
decreases in employment occurred in all activities except the medical pro-
gram. A most substantial decrease of 1,316 employees was made in in-
surance activities. As of June 30, 1955, employment in that program had
decreased by 16.3 percent from the same date in 1954. This stemmed
from further action to streamline opcratlons snnphfy systems and proce-
dures, and convert from manual to machine methods. Employment in
the medical program increased from 143.333 on Jn‘ e 20 1954 +n 144 0NN

2 211 170,200 1L OV, 100T, WO 1T, VUV

on June 30, 1955 due to the opemng of new hospitals and a greater pat1ent
load. ThlS increase offset, in part, employment decreases occurring in
other programs.

The net decrease of 1,201 u‘rp oyees during the fiscal year was accom-
plished through planned action, thereby holding reduction-in-force to a

minimum and markedly diminishing the harmful impact on employee
morale and services to veterans. This procedure included the projection
of personnel needs in relation to available funds over a 6-month perlod
the conduct of reduction-in-force only when absolutely necessary and not
more often than once each fiscal quarter, the conduct of a placement pro-
gram for persons who would be affected by reduction-in-force, and the
transfer of surplus employees to other VA field stations or other Federal
agencies. The advance planning of personnel needs, mmlmlzmg the neces-
sity for reduction-in-force, had a stabilizing effect on the work force, as-
sured a minimum disruption of essential services, and made possible the
retention of trained employees for other VA stations and other Federal
agencies.

The ratio of VA employees with veterans’ prefercnce as of June 30, 1955,
was 62 percent, an increase of 0.8 percent from the previous year, as com-
pared with the Government average of 47 percent for December 1954, the
latest date for which comparative data are available. The proportion of
male employees havmg veterans’ preference increased by 0.5 percent to 86.8

percent and continues to be exceptionally high as compared to the Govern-
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ment average of 59 percent. Among female employees this proportion
remained at 18 percent, exactly double the Government average of 9
percent

The average muuuuy accession rate of 1.98 and the acpalatiGi‘i rate of
2.03 were about the same as the rates for the previous fiscal year. The VA
turnover rates as compared to average accession and separation rates of
2.04 and 1.98 for the Government at large indicate a trend toward decrease
in employment in contrast to a shght tendency in the opposxte direction
for Federal agcuuca as a whole. As compared to an accession rate of 3.40
and a separation rate of 3.17 in manufacturing industries for the same fiscal
year period, the VA turnover data indicate a significantly greater degree
of stabilization of employment.

Principal Activities

Substantial progress was made in the development and issuance of a new
personnel policy manual to provide guidance and direction to the personnel
management efforts of the departments field stations, and VA headquarters
offices. The central concept governing this act1v1ty was the promulgation
UJ. pUllLle d.IlCl lIlbIruLIlOIlS to proxnote IIIE UCVCIUPIIJ.CIIL Ul a LUIUPCLCIIL’

stable, and w1lhng work force, havmg a sense of personal participation and
accomplishment in the task of serving veterans and beneficiaries.

In order to further sound management-employee relations, policies were
developed to: (1) foster employee part1c1pat10n in management through
«..IIC use Ul CII]PIU}/CC (,Uunl,llb, \4) pr0v1uc 101 CllCL[lVC LUUPCIdLlUu wuu
unions, (3) encourage employee associations in the conduct of social and
welfare activities, (4) insure the proper and prompt furnishing of the mis-
cellaneous benefits and services accruing to persons in the work force as
employees of the Veterans Administration, and (5) prevent or minimize
the possible development of situations giving rise to disciplinary actions,
grievances, and costly hearings and appeals.

To improve performance and provide better service to veterans and VA
beneficiaries, positive steps were taken to stimulate training activities
throughout the Veterans Administration. This was accomplished through
(1) the issuance of a revised policy statement on training requiring manage-
ment at each installation to establish a training committee to inventory
trammg needs and plan practical training programs, and to coordlnate
review, and evaluate training activities; (2) the publicizing throughout Vet-
erans Administration of a White House letter of January 11, 1955, emphasiz-
ing the importance of training; and (3) the development for VA-wide
use of a training course (“Essentials of Supervision”) aimed at improving
supervisory effectiveness and fostering unity of management purpose and
action. Both internal and external reports indicate a general increase in
scope and intensity of training at all levels of the VA work force.

Recognition of the contributions of individuals and groups was im-
proved by the inauguration of a new incentive awards program. Com-

pletely new instructions, procedures, and forms were developed, and a
vigorous promotional program was activated. These promotional activities
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included the development of orientation and training materials, presenta-
tions to top management groups throughout the Veterans Administration,
pubilicity releases, a poster campaign pian, and encouragement of seminar
conferences of awards committee chairmen. Reports data on the awards
program indicate marked increases in the total amounts paid out for sug-
gestion awards and performance awards. These data reflect considerable
tangible savings resulting from a large number of employee suggestions a
very substantial increase in employee interest m unprovmg operations and

o +n vrato nd o o her 1
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ment officials of the contributions of individuals to the mission of the
Veterans Administration.

An intensive effort was directed toward overcoming critical nationwide
shortages in certain technical and professional positions. While all needs

have nat hean fuilly mat +hia nelies waa alinrated hy varmiitment of
1ave not 0En uuy met, this conaition was ame:ioratea Oy recruiument o1

persons through announcements of new nationwide examinations for short-
age category positions and the use of nationwide publicity to attract persons
to VA employrnent in selected technical and professional positions. A
variety of media were utilized in pubncmng VA employment opportunmes.

These included lettars to nrofessional societies. collezes and universities: the
Ho Lo 1C5510Mas SOCICUES, COEZES andG universitics; il

release of fact sheets and brochures outlining employment opportunities in
the Veterans Administration; and extensive use of VA and Civil Service
Commission facilities for obtaining press, radio, and television publicity on
VA employment needs and opportunities. To broaden the base of re-

nrnﬁ-mpnf an] ar-nplprqu 'Jff')"'\mpnf of cualificationes nF randidatec -an-
CUltincne vallINCNL O QuasliiCatilns CaiiGiGals

shortage category positions, special training agreements were negotiated
with the Civil Service Commission for a number of such positions.

In recognition of the direct relationship between the effectiveness of
personnel adminisiration and the capabilities and qualifications of per-

eannel nmr-pvc a nilot nrooram was pcf’:"\]!c]’lﬁr‘ to nl-\i—cnn a mara nhiective
SCIINC: COLICETs, PGl PICEL LaCalsnch taill & INOIT UOjETUve

method for 1dent1fy1ng the best qualified applicants for personnel officer
and related positions. Rosters for use in making selections for vacancies
in personnel positions were developed on the basis of objective tests of
knowledge, judgment, and interesis, and evaluation ratings of potential
for successful performance. The availability of this roster, which is being
utilized on a test basis, is providing opportunity for selection of candidates
best suited for the type of personnel positions to be filled by reassignment
or promotion.

Representatives of the Office of Personnel participaied aciively and exten-
sively in a joint agency project dealing with the conversion of “blue collar”
positions under the CPC schedule of the Classification Act of 1949, as
amended, to a prevailing wage rate basis as required by Public Law 763,
83d Congress. This participation was premised on the development of
a comprehensive wage administration system for approximately 36,000 VA
positions with a minimum of additional administrative expense. Arrange-
ments were made to utilize and adapt wage rate data, and evaluation stand-
ards and systems, already in operation in other agencies, to avoid excessive
installation costs for establishing the wage system in the Veterans
Administration.
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agency level responsibility for budgetary, fiscal and accounting, statistical,
and work measurement matters. The office is also responsible for con-
ducting a comprehensive audit program and for maintaining general and
financial books of the agency and agency level controis over the expendi-

tr1mn nmAd anllantinn ~AF frinde Te functinne nrimarily a nalicy farmulation
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and staff advisory capacity.

In a continuing effort to simplify and improve the agency appropriation
structure, the 7 operatmg expense appropnatxons used in fiscal year 1954
were consolidated into 5 appropriations in fiscal year 1955. A technique

wirna Adavnlanad and initiatad +a vofart ymara accnvataly the ~rnct nf comeo
was Qevariopla and iniuaild o ITLCCL INOIT allurailiy wic LO5L UL LULLs

mon supporting services between appropriations and operating departments.

A cost type budget presentation was developed during the year and sub-
mitted to the Bureau of the Budget for consideration. This type of presen-
tation would resuit in a simpiified budget presentation based on the existing

integrated cost arcnnmting evetam rathar than an ahlicatinone ac to0 amonunte
Al.\.sxau,u vuUDe ab\/\lul.l.bllls ayou.xx; LAatlliivi Llldiil Uik Uullsul.&ullo QD VW QALAV LAWY

required for financing operations and inventories.

VA expenditures of $4.5 billion from appropriated funds in fiscal year
1955 reflected an increase of $200 million or 5 percent over the prior year
despite reduced expenditures for operating expenses and construction and

frw tvnnafareg +a inenivanca trmck frinde Tha incrancad avnanditiiree wara
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primarily for compensation and pensions and education and training bene-
fits. Loans to veterans for the purchase of homes also increased slightly.
Expenditures from all other funds, in fiscal year 1955, amounted to $847
million, a reduction of $153 million irom the prior year due primarily to

vondiirad avnanditiivas fram inairanca trct fiinde Thue +a+ta]l VA avnandi_
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tures from all appropriations and funds in fiscal year 1955 were $47 million
or 1 percent greater than in fiscal year 1954. Complete detail on ex-
penditures from the various appropriations and funds may be obtained
from tabies 95 and 96.

Tha rnuninat initintad during Hernl vanr TQRA far o vauviaur and vavicion
1€ Projelu initiailh Guring insCax yCal 1007 106 a review and ITVisioh

of the VA reports structure was continued during fiscal year 1955. Under
the leadership of the Office of the Controller, the departments and staff
offices concentrated on the second phase of the project which is concerned
with the basic revision of the reports structure. Agencywide policy on the

Aacion ~f tha naw rannarte gbvnctnra wace davalaned and diccaminatad +a
ubnlsll L LLL\/ AlC VY L\—I.IUJ. LW dliuvrituiv YYD uuv l(lUH\z\-l allu uldovidliliiaceu w

all concerned. This established the guiding principles for revising the
reports structure to meet the needs of internal management under the new
organization. It recognized that when management authority is decen-
tralized, it is especially necessary for each level of management to have
2l adharenca of

ndamiintn roastirming manacoamant data whish wava
AULL LUVYULAL AQuLlivivliive U

adeguate recurring management data wh
operations to established objectives.

In order to provide such management information, procedures were
established for the development of management control summaries which
are to replace the existing general statistical summaries. Each manage-

mant coantral aimmarg e daciomad far a enanifins laval Af smanacamant
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accordance with the needs of the officials responsible for the activity in-
volved. By the end of the year, many of the management controi sum-

maries wara in 1ge Thranoch the reavaminatinon of the need for infor
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mation at each level of management and the modification of reports in
line with the established needs, considerable reductions were being made
in the reporting loads of field stations.

Through analyses of current operating statistics which specifically pointed

un natantial nrahlam avane and areacs needing adminictrativa attantion acg
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well as providing information on efficiency of operations, the Administrator
and other top staff officials were kept informed of the current progress
and status of VA programs. As a result, attention was directed toward
a number of probiem areas and adminisirative action was taken which

racniltad in increacad afficiency and economv of onerationeg
TCOUICU 1Ml GUITadtli Tttty adall TLUUiiy Ul Upliduaving.

VA officials and outside agencies were provided technical assistance and
guidance in a number of statistical studies and surveys during the year. VA
officials and outside agencies were furnished information on the size, dis-
tribution and the social, economic, and personal characteristics of the vet-

aran nonnulation
€ran popu.ation.

Further refinements were made during the year in internal audit tech-
niques to provide management at all levels with the results of an objective
review of VA operations. Formalized training sessions for management
survey officers were replaced by a continuous program of staff development

in the iinderctandine r\f manacement nrohleme
i Wl UGS <InCIl prod:cins,

During fiscal year 1955, 39 VA field stations received comprehensive in-
ternal audits. Resulting recommendations were provided to station man-
agement for implementation.

In addition to the internal audiis of fleld stations, special studies were

conducted in a varietv of nrooram areas

CLLUuLCl a Vaiitily O plogialil ailas.

The results of internal audits were reflected in reduced operating costs
brought about by reductions in personnel, improved procedures, elimina-
tion of duplicated effort and reduction of excessive inventories of supplies.

The scope of internal audit was cnlargcd to encompass the activities

in central office A review of these activities was heoun in Tnnp 19575
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ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR ADMINISTRATION

Generai

The Office of the Assistant Administrator for Administration continued
its staff responsibilities in the areas of the general administration, paperwork
management, machine records, telecommunications, nurchasma and sup-
Ply. It also carried on its a551gned operating respon51b11tles by furmshmg
mail, supply, finance, printing, tabulating, and other so-called housekeeping
services. The Security Service was transferred to the Office of the Admin-
istrator effective February 28, 1955. During the year, personnel on duty
under the Assistant Administrator for Administration was reduced from
1,685 to 1,346, a reduction of 339. Of this number, 82 were transferred
to other organizational elements and the balance, 251, was a net reduction
to the Veterans Administration and can be credited to a slight decrease in
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workloads, increased operational efficiency, and better overall personnel
utilization.

Executive Order 10590, ]anuary 18, 1955, establishing the President’s
Committee on chernmem Employment Policy was promptly implemented
by the Veterans Administration. The new Executive order specifies the
Administration’s policy against any discrimination in civilian Federal em-
ployment because of race, color, creed, or national origin. The new com-
mittee, established at Presidential level, was given increased stature over

the Fair Employment Board which was abolished by the order.

Purchasing and Supply

Outstanding progress was made in the financial management of agency-
wide inventories. Inventories in 228 field station warehouses (excluding
the 3 supply depots) on july 1, 1554, were $14,422,048. Through careful
requirements planning this ﬁeld station inventory investment was reduced
17 percent to $11,943,765 by June 30, 1955. Total inventories (station
and depots) decreased from $34,500,000 to $33,100,000. This reduction
was accomplished despite an increase in the average daily patient load in
fiscal year 1955 and the availability of 1,576 additional hospital beds.

Considerable strides were made in creating cost-consciousness on the part
of consumers in fiscal year 1955. The following comparison of consump-
tion, as reflected by supply fund sales, is presented: Supplies and equipment
acquired in fiscal year 1954 totaled $130,819,612, compared with $126,-

957,596 in fiscal year 1955; subsistence used in fiscal year 1954 was

$48,861,866, compared with $47,612,349 in fiscal year 1955: $81.957.746

i e wiiil sV A&,JTU ML unslal yLal 10JJ, pUL,J07,

worth of other commodmes was acquired in fiscal year 1954 compared w1th
$79,345,247 in fiscal year 1955. The operating objective of obtaining
neither a proht nor a loss was achieved within one-fifth of 1 percent after
the second year of operation.
The quality of service provided by the supp
1mproved durmg fiscal year 1955. Back orders dropped to less than 1
percent. Shipments were scheduled so that during the fiscal year, 91 per-
cent of all outbound tonnage moved in full carload or truckload lots, at-
aining the maximum in transportation economy. Operating costs of the
upply depot system in fiscal year 1955 were less than 10 cents per dollar

) kS -—-.- A AT AL AUOS WLIALL LU LUliw ‘tJ\.l uviial
of sales. The operating ratio rose in fiscal year 1955 due to a reduction
in the volume of shipments which could not be entirely compensated by
reductions in overhead and operatlng costs. Shipments to stations dropped

in fiscal year 1955

J
ments to equip and o
for admmlstratlon warehousing, purchasing, accounting, stock control, in-
spection and testing, etc., were $2,080,000 compared to $2,200,000 in fiscal
year 1954. Total sales to hospitals and offices were $21,429,167.

n farrth
ply depot system was further

w

e to virtual completion in fiscal year 1954 of ship-

u
open new hospitals. Expenditures in fiscal year 1955

s
u

The program to conserve manpower at field stations through the use
of electrical ccor_ntmg machines in lieu of manual postings was expanded

a
to include- 20 more stations. The Department of Medicine and Surgery’s
machine accountlng now covers a total of 125 hospitals, consisting of 22
central locations and 103 associate stations. In 1955, the Department of
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Veterans Benefits developed and tested a system for mechanization of per-
petual 1nventory accounting in reglonal offices. Installation of the new
system is scheduled for completion durlng fiscal year 1956, which, upon
completion and refinement, will result in savings of approx1matelv $100,000
annually.

Excess personal property currently valued at $2,141,653 was redistributed
within the Veterans Administration to satisfy the requlrements of the vari-
ous departments and excess personal property valued at $172,611 was ac-
quired from other Federal agencies for use within the Veterans
Administration.

The Veterans Administration effectively contributed to the federal
commodity standardization program by acceptmg 24 Federal spemﬁcauon
prOJects and 1 Federal standard project submitted by the General Services
Administration for consideration. This included both the initial respon-
sibility for the development and continuing responsibility for the mainte-
nance of the projects.

In order to actively further the objectives of the President in the estab-
lishment of his Committee on Government Contracts, surveys were made
at the establishments of five VA contractors for the purpose of determining
whether or not such contractors were in compliance with the nondiscrim-
ination-in-employment clause of their contracts. No complaints had been
received of violations of the clause; however, the surveys were conducted
for the purpose of 1mt1at1ng a program of contract compliance with respect
to this provision which is contained in VA contracts.

The dollar value of purchases made from small business firms amounted
to 46.5 percent of the total dollar value of all purchases, while 60.3 percent

of the total number of purchases made were from small business firms.

Office Methods

Highly specialized staff and limited operating service was furnished to
the other organizational elements of the Veterans Administration, both
departmental and top staff, in the following office methods areas: General
administration, paperwork management, machine records, and telecom-
munications.

Development and coordination of agencywide policies and procedures
for correspondence management continued. Agencywide control and
standardization of forms and form letters was further aided and promoted
The year also marked completlon of the hrst tull period of the operatmg
phase of this program. This operating Puaac is similar to the operating
form and form letter programs established in each of the three depart-
ments, and services the needs of (a) central office top staff offices, and
(b) general administrative items which cannot be clearly decentralized on
the basis of prlmary responsibility to any one of the departments. For
more detailed information concerning this subject, on a VA-wide basis
see “Improvements in Management and Administration,” page 8.

Work measurement standards and operating performance report systems
were established for the central office master index and claims folder mas-
ter locator file activities. This will result in reduced personnel needs and

annua.1 salary bd.Vl 188.
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All field stations were directed to utilize the Post Office Department’s
new “Certified Mail” service for first-class letter mail which the Veterans
Administration had prev10usly been sending by reglstered mail. This ef-

+. 4o A annh miana amnilad
fects a 60-percent savings in postage costs on each piece mailed.

The Offices of the Controller and the Assistant Administrator for Ad-
ministration conducted a joint study for the purpose of simplifying the
preparation and processing of temporary duty travel orders for employees
whose duties require frequent travel. As a result of this study, and with the

+rnll (@ wal Af 4hn TTwmiend Qinéna Aan s
concurrence of the Comptroller General of the United States, a consoli-

dated travel authorization, for temporary duty travel within the United
States, was established. This makes it possible to use one master travel
order per fiscal year in certain instances. Travel requirements can be
grouped together for a jurisdictional area, with obiigations of funds on

1 m imat TT £ +ha - . Auarn ja awrmandad sa
the basis of monthly estimates. Use of the new procedure is expected to

result in appreciable administrative savings to the Veterans Administra-
tion by eliminating: (1) Individual travel orders for an employee each
time he is required to travel, including the attendant obligation of funds;
(2) the need of supporting each travel-advance voucher with copies and

1 v . +h A ~f M ndad +rnernl Avrdarvg
individual travel orders; and {3) the need of issuing amended travel orders.

The Veterans Administration and the Bureau of Old Age and Survivors
Insurance, Social Security Administration, Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, cooperated to solve a mutual problem related to supply-
ing data in connection with disability benefits provided under certain con-

1t i 3 d + (Pnhlisa Taw, 761 Q24
ditions in accordance with a recent amendment (Public Law 761, 83d

Cong., 68 Stat. 1052) to the Social Security Act. The two agencies de-
veloped a standard form for requesting and furnishing the medical data
required, agreed to certain necessary operating procedures, and agreed
upon the type of medical report to be furnished by the Veterans

Adminictration
LaUlilaiiasiiaciOIl.

See “Improvements in Management and Administration,” for detailed
information concerning the following programs, as presented on an agency-
wide hasis: Records management, page 6; electrical accounting machine
utilization, page 8; and telecommunications, page 7.

Publications

On November 30, 1954, all department heads, top staff officers, and
managers of field stations were directed to instruct their line and staff
officials and publications control officers to take every reasonable measure
to tighten the controls on printing. Every printing request, however large
or small, was required to be fully justified, quantities critically reviewed,
and both held to absolute minimums consistent with sound usage, storage,
and distribution requirements. Controls on distribution were similarly
tightened.

During the year a joint task force was established to plan, develop, and
install a publications cost recovery system. The object of the system is to
charge the cost of publication services on printed materlal to the using or-
ganizational element. The pI‘O]CCt is expected to be completed during the
next fiscal year. The system is expected to result in overall economies in

the Veterans Administration.
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A review of areas serviced by the Eastern Publications Depot, Midwestern
Forms Depot, and the Reproduction Plant revealed that a change in servic-
ing areas would result in improved service and reduced shipping costs. On
August 1, 1954, 43 stations located in the States of Alabama, Florida

StatiClls 10CaiCl 1ii i Suats Saalalila, 100288,

Indiana, KentuckyJ Michigan, Mississippi, Ohio, and Tennessee were trans-
ferred from the Eastern Publications Depot to the Midwestern Forms Depot.
This action resulted in an annual saving of $2,734.34 in shipping cost and
provided increased reproduction service to the 43 stations involved.

Central Office Supply

Warehouse inventories were reduced by approximately $76,000, or 48
percent, from $158,000 on June 30, 1954, to $82,000 on June 30, 1955.
Approximately 18,000 square feet of warehouse space at 7th and D Streets,
SW., Washington, D. C., were relcased for reassignment to other agencies.
Studles of VA motor vehicle transportation led to the consolidation of
several runs and the surplusing of six vehicles. More efficient utilization
of personnel effected a savings of $37,000 for the year. A continued edu-
cational campaign for better utilization of equipment accompanied by re-

..... 14nd 3 manavnandahla meanante with o ranlacament
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value of approximately $800,000 being made available to the General
Services Administration for disposition. It is understood that a large part
of this property was made available to State educational and public health
institutions through the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare in

AAAAA Anan itk Fadaral Pronarty o ini 3
accoraarnce wiui x*eaeérar rio Perty and Admmistratwe Services Act of 194‘9,

as amended (Public Law 152, 81st Cong., as amended),

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR CONSTRUCTION

As Chief Engineer of Veterans Administration, the Assistant Administra-
tor for Constructlon continued to perform his top-staff responsibilities for
design, construction, and preservation of buildings, structures, and utilities;
real property management including acquisition, economical utilization,
and disposal of real property and interest therein; accident and fire preven-
tion, fire protection, and disaster relief planning. Particular emphasis was
placed this fiscal year on the developrnent of VA-wide policies and policy
manuals upon which operating departments base their operating procedures
and actions covering those responsibilities decentralized to them.

Tn 3 H .
In connection with his staff responsibility for disaster relief planning, the

Assistant Administrator for Construction was designated as liaison between
the Veterans Administration and the Federal Civil Defense Administration.

Design and Construction

The Office of Assistant Administrator for Construction is responsible for
he development of fiscal year construction programs including preliminary
plans, cost estimates and justifications, and “the design and construction of
hospital, dom1c1hary, and other facilities, major alterations, improvements,

and repalrs

e+



ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955 149

veda, Calif., accounted for 961 beds, and 503 beds were provided by com-
pletion of a GM&S addition to the existing hospital at Dallas, Tex. As of
June 30, 1955, there were under construction: the new NP hospital at
Topeka, Kans., with a planned capacity of 1,014 beds, the 276 NP bed addi-
tion at Houston, Tex., and the conversion at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., to
provide 278 NP beds (table 108). Construction contracts for these 3
projects amounted to approximately $24,798,000, with work in place valued
at about $203,000 as of June 30, 1955.

Under the post-World War II bed-expansion program, as of June 30,
1955, major general construction valued at $558,000,000 had been com-
pleted at 59 new hospitals, all of which have been officially opened and
placed in service. Major general construction valued at $69,119,000 had
been completed at 23 addition and conversion projects, 22 of which were in
operation. There remained approximately $9,646,000 of minor construc-
tion work, including completion items, landscaping, etc., to be performed
on these bed-producing projects. Five projects, in the above programs,
not yet under construction, consisted of 3 new hospitals, and 2 replacement
projects (table 109). Including the fiscal year 1956 appropriation, funds
were available for three of these projects as of June 30, 1955. The design
of the Cleveland, Ohio, neuropsychiatric (NP) hospital, the San Francisco,
Calif., NP hospital, and the design of the GM&S replacement at Long
Beach, Calif., were under development. No funds are available for the
construction of the new Cleveland, Ohio, GM&S hospital or the Washing-
ton, D. C., GM&S replacement.

In the non-bed-producing construction program for VA facilities, 55
projects were completed during the year at a construction cost of $12,947 -
000. As of June 30, 1953, there remained 173 projects approved for con-
struction by the President, of which 87 were under construction at an
estimated cost of $24,413,000 for construction. Funds had been appro-
priated for the fiscal year 1956 programs of non-bed-producing projects,
with an estimated construction cost of approximately $26,250,000 on which
Presidential approval was pending.

The post-World War II bed-expansion program now nearing completion
has been pushed forward under stress of emergency at the expense of cer-
tain basic long-range needs. Major VA construction requirements, at the

close of the fiscal year, included rehabilitation of existing facilities to meet
(1) statutory (Public Law 868, 71st Cong.) and humanitarian require-
ments for fire-resistant construction and (2) obsolescence and wearing out
of equipment and utilities. The latter, estimated to cost approximately a
billion dollars over a 20-year period, partially overlapped the requirement
for replacement of non-fire-resistant facilities.

In line with the VA policy to continuously review all operations to
identify opportunities for improvements and to take necessary improvement
actions, the Office of the Assistant Administrator for Construction has
stressed increased efficiency in project development, design production, con-
tract administration and supervision. Principal steps initiated during fiscal

year 1954 and continued during fiscal year 1955, and those steps taken in

fiscal year 1955 include:
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(1) Employment of private architect-engineer firms, under VA contract
and guidance, to perform design work beyond capacity of the permanent
VA staff. Estimated construction cost of work issued for construction de-
signed by private architect-engineer firms amounted to approximately 12
million dollars in fiscal year 1955 as compared with approximately 5 million
dollars in fiscal year 1954.

(2) Inclusion in architect-engineering contracts the provision of pro-
fessional advisory service during the construction period. Resident engi-
neers in charge of the work at the site refer material approvals and technical
questions direct to the architect-engineer rather than to central office.

(3) Assignment of 1 resident engineer to supervise projects at more than
1 station whenever the proximity of sites permits. During the fiscal year,
there were 16 groups of stations which at one time or ariother were super-
vised by 1 resident engineer.

(4) Development of closer personal relations and mutual understanding
among VA project managers (central office), resident engineers, architect-
engineers when concerned, and the contractors. Conferences of these indi-
viduals are held at the time the construction of a project is started.

(5) Decentralization of authority to field personnel to speed routine
decisions and minimize delay in contract administration. Selected resident
engineers are authorized to act as contracting officers on changes involving
not in excess of $500.
eal Estate

118 -

The VA real-estate program is concerned with the acquisition, utiliza-
tion, and disposal of real property. Mainly the program is concerned with
Government-owned property under VA jurisdiction comprising for the most
part hospitals, centers, and depots.

During the fiscal year, the disposal of excess land and buildings, in com-
pliance with section 202 (b) of the Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act of 1949, as amended, was greatly accelerated. Part IT of VA
Manual MP-3, “Acquisition, Management, and Disposal of Real Property,”
was issued to the operating departments and the field stations. In it are
contained the latest policies of the Veterans Administration relative to the
disposal of excess real property, including guidelines for determining ex-
cess real property at the various types of VA installations.

The policies and criteria set forth in the manual have been implemented
to the field by direct correspondence, circular letters, and in some instances
a visit to the station. Individual studies have been accomplished on the
real property holdings of each station by central office personnel. Field
station managers have been required to justify their station’s real property
holdings. Preliminary reports have been received from all stations and in
many instances additional studies accomplished where it appeared that the
recommendations of the station did not justify the proposed new acreage.
This program approached a climax as of the close of fiscal year 1955 and
reports of excess were being processed as rapidly as possible. It is antici-
pated that by the end of calendar year 1955 the entire program will be
accomplished, except for periodic systematic reviews to determine where
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changes in the operation of the hospital result in additional excess land.
At that time, the land holdings of all stations will be reduced to their mini-
mum requlrements and it is estimated that 15,000 acres will have been
declared to General Services Administration.

During the fiscal year, 2,151 acres of land were declared excess to Gen-
eral Service Administration. Thirty-six buildings located on this land were
declared excess with the land. In addition, the Veterans Administration
has dlsposed of, by sale and off-site removal or demolition, 171 bulldlngs

During the fiscal year, the Veterans Administration acquired approxi-
mately 85 acres of land by condemnation at Palo Alto, Calif. This land
was acqulred as a site for the new neuropsychiatric hospital for the San
Francisco Bay area.

Safety and Fire Protection

The VA safety and fire protection program has as its mission the preven-
tion of injuries to patients, employees and the visiting public, their pro-
tection against fire, the safeguardmg of VA-owned and VA-controlled
property and the development of plans for relief activities in the event of
disaster or civil defense emergency. Efforts in achieving these purposes
during' the fiscal year were centered about the concept that management,
to be effective and efficient, must exercise the same active, aggressive lead-
ership in accident prevention, fire protection, and disaster relief activities
that is exercised in the other phases of management respon51b1hty

Program responsmluty at station level rests with local management under
direct supervision of the operating departments. Technical assistance is
provided by representatives of area medical offices strategically located
throughout the country.

The Assistant Administrator for Construction, assisted by a small engi-
neering group, develops policies, plans, and gumeunes at top staff level for
the overall direction of these functions and, in addition, determines their
effectiveness.

During fiscal year 1955, evaluation of safety and fire protection activities,
inciuding appraisal of individual stations, was inaugurated at top staff level.
It is expected that these evaluations will lead to improvements in the overali
program.

Progress was satisfactory in the protection of patients against fire through
installation of automatic sprinklers in hospital bulldmgs of combustible con-
struction occupied by patlents (sprmkler contracts awarded totaled ap-
proximately $2,016,000), improvement of hospital exit facilities, and re-
lated structural improvements and alterations. Basic programing in the

' patients protection program has been substantially completed. Future
plans will place emphasis on improvements to station water supplies for
fire fighting; and on sprmkler protectlon and improvements to exit facili-
ties for hospital uuuumgs of combustible construction, not patient occupied,
which present serious fire hazard exposure. These structures include
nurses’ and attendants’ quarters, supply warehouses containing valuable
stock, and utility buildings.

Smoking and careless dispos 1
approximately 60 percent of the 953 fires reported by VA stations. To
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combat the high incidence of such fires, preliminary action was taken in
development of preventive measures. Electrical fires caused by defective
equipment and failure to use electrical equipment properly were second
in degree of frequency.

The following chart indicates the number of VA fires and the total
loss per year for the past 5 fiscal years:

NUMBER OF VA FIRES AND DOLLAR LOSS
FISCAL YEARS 1951-55

NUMBER OF VA FIRES

n o l 40 e:: 800 1000 é 1200
1952 % 7 ‘

19583

1954

1955

300

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1/ INCLUDES ONE FIRE WITH LOSS OF $i25,000.
2/INCLUDES TWO FIRES WITH LOSSES OF $415,000 AND $91,800.

Evaluation of civil defense planning an
important function was made possible through widespread participatio
in the nationwide test exercise “Operation Alert” conducted June 15-17,
1955, by direction of the President.

Fifty-one stations achieved eligibility for the Administrator’s award for
accomplishment in safety as compared to 64 for 1954. Nine VA stations
entered into competition with private and public hospitals countrywide in
a newly established safety contest being conducted by the American Hos-
pital Association in collaboration with the National Safety Council.

During fiscal year 1955, the frequency rate of disabling injuries incurred
by VA employees was approximately 11.4 per million man-hours worked
at hospitals and centers and 3.2 at VA offices. The severity of such in-
juries (including occupational tuberculosis and other diseases of work
origin) were 1.24 and 0.33, respectively, in days lost per thousand man-
hours worked. A comparison of these rates with the previous year indi-
cates a somewhat improved overall picture in VA accidental injury

A4
a
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experience. This improvment resulted in a reduction in costs for em-
ployees’ compensation, medical care for injured employees and the use of
leave ac the result of accidental iniuries and occupational disease.

leave as the result o acciaental 1n and occupational discase The

following table, developed from data supplied by the Bureau of Employees’
Compensation, Department of Labor, indicates the extent of these savings:

Direct costs of accidental injuries and occupation diseases N
Reauction
from
previous
Calendar year _Ci?s_ts_E?E Total costs years
’ CIIIPIU)’CC :

1951, . $19.14 | $3, 489,223 $2, 506
1952, 16. 58 2, 931, 251 557,972
1953, . 12. 61 2, 258, 703 672, 548
1954, 12.54 | 2,252,768 5,935

VETERANS' EDUCATION APPEALS BOARD

The Veterans’ Education Appeals Board, established as an independent
agency, pursuant to section 2, Public Law 610, 81st Congress, approved
July 13, 1950 (6 Stat 336), consists of three members appointed by the

RN Y f wdanan aith tha gnid o +ha calarieg

President of the
of board membe

ccordance with the said act, tne saiaries
s appropriations available for administra-
tive expenses of he Veterans Admmlstratlon and the Veterans Adminis-
tration provides such personnel, facilities, and services as are necessary for
the dlscharge of its functlons

Educational institutions furmshmg training t ye

ti T O Vv
Law 346, 78th Congress, which are dissatisfied with determinations of rates

of payment for tuition, fees, or other charges, or any other action of the
Veterans Administration taken under the Veterans Education and Training

Amendments of 1950 (Public Law 610) are entitled to a review of such

N BT, L the haard The nraceedings hafore
1s or determinations uy the board. The Pr u:cdulg,a before the board
rne ini

O
re governed by the nrnvm(ms of the Administrative Procedure Act, ap-

proved June 11 1946 as amended, and its decisions with respect to all
matters within its jurisdiction constitute the final administrative deter-

mination.
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space and reduced its ope rating staff by two-thirds. This reduction in per-

sonnel leaves the board with a skeleton staff which is con51dered to be the

minimum necessary to hear and decide new appeals being filed, and to

handle properly routine details and board liaison with the Veterans Ad-
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TABLE 1.—Average operating beds and' average daily patient load in VA hospitals
[During fiscal year 1955]

Operating beds by type !

Average daily patient load by type ?

Hospital Psychiatric General Psychiatric General
Total Tuber- Neuro- | medical | rgpoq Tuber- Neuro- | medical
i culosis logical and culosis logical and
Psychotic| Other surgical Psychotic| Other surgical
Total. - s 117, 643 16, 762 51,784 3,883 4,352 40,872 | 106,682 15, 018 49, 837 3,353 3,967 34, 507
Tuberculosis hospitals. .. .. ._..... 9, 094 8,234 8 17 13 822 8,060 7,204 6 16 12 732
Neuropsychiatric hospitals________ 54, 215 2,330 46, 877 1, 591 659 2, 758 51,328 2,115 45, 261 1,470 539 1,943
General medical and surgical hospitals 54, 334 6,188 4,899 2,275 3, 680 37,292 47,294 5, 609 4,570 1,867 3, 416 31,832
Tuberculosis hospitals:
Arizona:
B 110 R 402
12131 ¢) s) SR 382
California:
TAVermoOre. - . - oo 542
San Fernando...__ - 519
Indiana: Indianapolis. 241
Kentucky: Outwood. . R 166
Maryland: Baltimore ... 284
Massachusettes: Rutland Heights. - 615
Missouri: Excelsior Springs._.__ - 250
New Mexico: ¥t. Bayard 222
New York:
Batavia__...____ - 237
Castle Point. . - 527
Sunmount- . .. 507
North Carolina: Oteen. _.._..___._______... 1, 495
Ohio: Brecksville_ ... ... ... ___. 324
‘Pennsylvania: Butler- - 500
Tennessee: Memphis_ ... ___.._.__.__.___.__ 300
Texas: Kerrville. ..o oo 449
‘Washington: Walla Walla____________.__.____ 406
‘Wisconsin:
Madison 470
Waukesha________ ... 256
Neuropsychiatric hospitals:
Alabama:
Tuscaloosa 961 13 825 73 3 47 912 12 791 70 37
2, 200 102 1, 582 30 70 466 2,014 76 1, 529 28 67 314
2, 062 150 1,720 50 51 91 1,984 147 1, 689 43 43 62

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 1-—Average operating beds and average daily patient load in VA hospitals—Continued

Hospital

Operating beds by type !

Average daily patient load by type 2

Total

Tuber-
culosis

Psychiatric

Psychotic

Other

Neutro-
logical

General
medical
and
surgical

Total

Tuber-
culosis

Psychiatrie

Psychotic| Other

Neuro-
logical

General
medical
and
surgical

Neuropsychiatric hospitals-—Continued
California:
Palo Alto. ..
Sepulveda 3. _
Colorado: Ft. Ly
Georgia: Augusta
Illinois:

Indiana: Marion.
Towa: Knoxville.
Kansas: Topeka. ..
Kentucky: Lexington.
Maine: Togus....._..._.
Maryland: Perry Point.
Massachusetts:

Minnesota: St. Cloud.
Mississippi: Gulfport. .
Missouri: Jefferson Barracks
New Jersey: Lyons.__.
New York:
Canandaigua__.._.
Montrose. .
Northport..
North Carolina: Salisbu
Ohio: Chillicothe__ ...
Oregon: Roseburg.
Pennsylvania:
Coatesville
Lebanon__...
Pittsburgh.______
South Dakota: Fort Meade.
Tennessee: Murfreesboro..
Texas: Waco._._._.....
Utah: Salt Lake City..
Virginia: Roanoke.._..

Tl



VVashington: American ‘Lake. - 904 39 2 10 Joveemenas 3 8 39 807 L[ R 1
Vvisconsin: Tomah. .. BAT6 | 1,133 81 1 11 1,130 |ocooeoe 1,093 30 1 6
VWyoniing: Sheridan____. - . b {17 R, 675 E U DA 2 645 |-ccaaen 622 b I P 2
(Ieneral medical and surgical
Alabama:
Birminghain_ 399 46 | occeccoee|ocmme e 17 336 318 -7 3% IR SR 16 258
Montgomery- 285 34 2 8 19 222 245 31 2 v 18 187
Arizona: Phoenix__ 192 | oeeaaas 13 5 9 165 174 |ocaeeaoe 11 4 8 151
Arkansas:
Fayetteville 254 7 & b1 R PO 221 213 4 5 U P 187
Little Rock: 470 8 2 X 12 426 400 7 1 2] 9 362
Clalifornia:
Fresno. .. 250 1 10 14 1] 220 213 1 7 1] 190
Long Bea 1, €00 369 42 (i} 347 766 1,444 833 36 58 332 685
Los Angele: 3,272 105 1, 526 155 33 1,453 3,110 89 1, 500 145 1,348
Oaklan 712 69 26 16 49 553 629 66 20 i3 44 494
San Franei 440 4 10 12 20 394 376 b 5 18 345
Colorado:
Denver._.._. 104 8 49 39 68 340 450 7 47 33 85 298
Grand Junction.- 152 25 PO 3 3 141 118 T 35 PR 2 3 109
Connecticut:
Newington 800 |ococmaan 12 1 7 280 P25 28 FN 12 L 214
West Haven._ 634 311 89 56 11 167 540 267 82 40 10 141
Delavrare: Wilmi é 24 3 2 231 240 37 18 i 2 180
})liStir llct of Columbia: W 812 4 3 12 17 276 280 4 2 1l 16 247
Morida:
Bay Pines. 522 32 1] 57 18 380 486 30 33 55 17 351
Coral Gabl 450 69 3 5 23 319 415 67 31 3 22 292
Lake City.. 43 23 4 9 36 271 303 22 4 { 35 234
QGeorgiia:
Atlanta 400 3 Gl 1 6 272 21 3 N I, L 6 249
Dublin b{7:5: J0 IR F 1152 [ 333 340 | e 54 |- 286
;dahci:s BOiSe - e oo e s 1 1 5 15 206 165 1 1 3 15 145
ois:
Chicago (West Side) . .o ocemaaaaon 488 7 46 17 26 392 430 7 43 13 22 345
Chicago (Research) 295 5 . 12 16 262 255 F: 7 3 14 230
Dwight 3 218 201 |t e 198
Elines. 448 1,341 1,987 386 80 37 436 1,048
Marfon - s 15 156 161 b2 I 2 15 142
Indiana:
Fort Waymne. 1 162 165 2 8 15 10 130
. Tndianapolis 41 331 420 2 38 57 39 284
OWa.
Des Moines. 11 365 296 [: 3 - 3 11 277
Inwa City.. 38 321 386 30 20 16 36 284
JKansas:
Wadsworth_ 75 326 727 84 284 |- 48 311
Wichita. 19 223 205 L 35 [ —— 3 16 182
Kentucky:
Fort Thomas. .- ooociocomaaeanes .y 0 [PORRRON FUUSOIPIIIPIE SSRGS I, 367 L. 73 I (SN IS R SPRUp 341
Toouisville - ool 496 51 16 54 36 339 4356 51 15 40 34 205

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 1.—Average operating beds and average daily patient load in VA haspitals——Continuec

Operating beds by type ! Average daily patient load by type ?
Hospital Psychiatric Ger:eral Psychiatrie General
Total Tuber- Neuro- | meclical Total "Tuber- Neuro- | :medical
culosis logical and culosis logical and
Psychotic] Other surgiical Psychotic| Other surgical
(ieneral medical and surgical hospitals—Con.
Louisiana:
Alexandria_ 434 208 | |aC 261 430 188 | oo 242
New Orleanis. ... ._..__. 492 39 38 15 15 385 448 38 37 9 11 353
Shreveport. .. 323 71 30 6 16 200 252 65 15 5 14 153
Maryland: Fort Howard 479 79 2 8 32 358 393 73 1 4 a1 284
Mlassachusetts:
143 594 807 |ococeeee 99 85 3 490
136 168 262 |- e 119 143
19 188 241 27 24 21 14 155
74 582 746 159 18 14 70 485
Iron Mountain._. 185 2 4 14 163 140 3 2 3 13 119
Saginaw, w3 |- 186 160 | 1 | e 159
Mlinnesota: Minneapolis 915 160 35 45 90 585 827 151 33 40 68 515
Mlississippi:
Biloxi. ool 191 2 1 14 3 171 178 1 oo 11 2 164
_ Jackson.__ 515 71 36 20 12 376 469 58 37 18 12 334
Missouri:
Kansas City . . oo 445 49 53 11 38 294 420 47 48 11 36 278
Poplar Bluff__ - 164 [ IS PR 161 128 | feeieeaao ) S I, 127
St Lowis. - oo . Hd 23 16 5 1 409 405 21 16 5 1 362
Montana:
Fort Harrison_.. ... ... 109 4 3 1 13 178 141 4 2 1 13 121
Miles City.......__. S 99 1 1 1 6 74 ) U PR 1 5 67
Nebraska:
182 .. 1 2 7 122 106 [-cecmnae O, 2 6 98
58 3 2 20 16 217 185 1 17 12 152
446 38 65 23 54 266 378 33 59 17 50 219
145 3 2 1 1 138 132 1 1 1 127
14 ) B . 2 1 146 122 ) I R 2 1 118
New Jersey: East Orange.._ 50 179 38 33 177 423 715 169 35 23 157 331
New Mexico: Albuquerque.........__..._.. 500 209 6 4 14 267 467 178 6 4 15 264
New York:
Albany 1,005 53 268 52 106 526 871 51 264 46 104 406
7 5 33 32 260 316 5 30 31 246
1,405 99 78 79 80 1,069 1,270 97 71 58 76 968
1,000 81 4) 121 678 852 30 15 118 576
I 927 86 119 54 69 599 835 84 118 53 66 514
New York 3. 17 3 P 21 11 18 204 216 |oceaiams 12 8 13 183
Syracuse 73 33 24 43 21 246 326 31 22 33 20 220




Niorth Carolina:

Fayetteville ...
North. Dakota:

Cleveland...

Dayton
Oklaboma:

Muskogee

Oklahoma City. .
COregon: Portland___.__
Penngylvania:

Altoona

Philadelp

Pittsburgh

Wilkes-Barre. _
Puerto Rico: San Jt
Rhode Island: Providence._...._._ ..
South: Caroline: Columbia. . ... ____.__
South Dakota:

Hot Springs_. . - oo

Sioux Falls_ ... ..
Tennessee:

Memphis Kenriedy . . ...

Mountain Home. -

Nashville ..o oo
Texas:

Amarillo

1Jtah: Salt Lal e City
YVermont: White River Junction. ______._._
Virginia:
Kecoughtan. ... ________._.
Fichmond___.
Washington:
Seattle .. o
Spokane._ _

Vancouver
See footnotes at end of table.

295
269

102
44

179
421
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T'ABLE 1.—Average operating beds and average daily patient load in VA haspitals——Continuecl

Operating beds by type ! Average daily patient load by type ®
Hospital Psychiatric General Psychiatric General
Total Tuber- Neuro- | medical Total Tuber- Neuro- | medical
culosis logical and g culosis logical and
Psychotic[ Other surgical Psychotic| Other surgical
(Reneral miedical and surgical hospitals—Clon.
West Virginia:
199 .. 8 .15 P, 170 132 | . 2 b3 1 I 107
184 1 1 J2 2 PR 159 142 1 1 2 o 118
Huntington. . R 180 1 4 4 2 169 W7 || 3 2 142
Martinsbuirg. R €00 396 180 [ccco 1 323 749 339 162 (oo 1 247
Wisconsin: Wood ___. R 1,275 209 135 27 64 840 1,077 166 122 22 58 709
Wyorning: Cheyenne.._ 151 | & 7 22 117 12 (oo 4 5 17 86
! Average based on operating beds end. of each month for 13 months (June 1954- 3 Average based on tofal patient-days during fiseal year divided by 365.

June 1955). 3 Hospital opened during vear.



TARLE 2—Average daily patient load in VA and non-VA hospitals and operating Deds in VA hospitals

[F'iscal years 1947-55]

Aversge daily patient load ! Operating beds
F'iscal year in VA hospitals
Total VA hospitals | Non-VA. hospitals June 30
110,733 106, 682 4,051 118, 608
108, 944 103, 491 5,453 117,032
104, 462 97,975 6, 507 109, 035
105,110 98, 024 7,086 110, 243
104, 361 96, 305 8086 108, 231
108, 038 96, 643 11, 395 106, 287
106, 985 94, 539 12,446 105, 412
105, 852 92,891 12,991 102, 219
98, 238 85, 715 12,523 101, 273

1 Bared on total patient days during year divided by number of days in. the year.

-t
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TABLE 3.—VA patient turnover in VA and non-VA hospitals
[During fiscal yesr 1955]

VA hospitals Non-V'A hospitals
'T'ype of hospital Federal
Item All State
hospitals and | won
Total ‘Neuro- | General | Total U. 8 . U. 8. local | public
Tuber- | = 00" | medical Tosal | U8 | “Ap’ | U.8. | Public| ey |govern-
culosts | ! s{ci 1- and o8l | Army F Navy | Health ment 3
atrie | syreical orce Service

Acverage daily patient IOa.d ﬁscal year 1954 108,044 | 108,491 8,202 49, 528 45,761 5,453 | 1,724 510 21 495 335 363 | 2,040 1,689
Patients romaining June 30, 1954_____.. ... __ 108,357 | 105,823 8,191 | 450,529 | 345,103 | 4,534 | 1,580 427 23 419 335 376 | 1,461 1,493
Totel gains during fiscal year 1955____.._. 694,986 | 660,145 34,345 68,250 | 557,550 | 34,841 | 11,471 4, 546 531 5,035 612 847 | 4,602 | 18 668
Admissions_ ... _____________.._...._. 498,187 | 466,885 | 18,535 | 31,044 | 417,306 | 31,302 | 10,621 | 4,452 530 | 4,982 461 196 | 3,958 | 16,723
Transfers lrom other hospitals 4. 17,806 17,269 2,053 6,119 9, 097 537 72 59 1 4 7 1 199 266
Allother® _ . ... 178,993 | 175,991 13, 757 31,087 | 131,147 | 3,002 8§78 36 e 49 144 650 445 1,679
Totsl losses during; fiscal year 1955__.__ 694,582 [ 658, 324 34,785 67,045 | 556,494 | 36,258 | 11,833 | 4,631 538 | 5,132 678 854 | 5,533 18, 892
Deaths. ... 26, 839 25,933 960 2,139 22, 825 906 €26 212 12 342 38 22 69 211
Discharges__.___.__..__.__ -1 445,008 | 418,118 1.8,263 23,478 | 376,377 | 26,980 | 9,850 | 4,196 491 4,622 349 192 | 1,659 | 15,471
T'ransfers .o other hospitals o 19,164 14, 553 1,168 3, 9,036 | 4,611 74 141 35 105 92 11 2,951 1,286
AllotherS. ... 203,481 199, 720 14,385 37,979 | 147,356 | 3,761 €83 82 ... 63 199 639 854 1,924
Patients remaining June 30, 1955_____._.__._. 108, 761 105, 644 7,751 51,734 46,159 | 3,117 | 1,318 342 16 322 269 369 530 1,269

Average dzily patient load, fiscal year1955....| 110,733 | 106,682 8,061 51,328 s 4,051 1,445 374 23 373 313 362 | 1,245

Dischargecl while or: trial Visit or leave. -] 22,472 21,914 563 5,791 15, 560 558 56 52 4 288

Diied while on trial visit or leave___. - 259 252 1l 65 176 7 1 1 6

On trial visit or leave end of year. ..__._..._. 12,848 12, 386 2522 6, 006 6,128 462 19 19 443

1Includes Canal Zione area hospitals and St.

Elizabeths, Washington, D. C.
2 Includes State, county, and municipal hospitals.

3 Patients at VA 1dospital, Jefferson Barracks, Mo., which was converted from a
general medical and surgical hospital to a neurg psychlatl ic hospital on July 1, 1954,
are reported under ‘‘neuropsychiatric lrospitals’’ in this table.

¢ Includes only

atients transferred as VA beneficisries.

$ Includes intrahospital transfers and patients on leave,
entered the hospital as bed-occupants.
3 Includes intrahospital transfers and patisnts going on leave, trial visit, ete.

trial visit, etc., who re-

1Y
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TasLg 4.—-Admissions and discharges of VA patients and VA patients remaining in VA

[By hospital group, fiscal years 1935-55]

and non-VA hospitals

Admiisions ! Discharges t Remaining, June 30
Hospitals Hspitals Hospitals
Fiscal year
Total Total N Total o
Veterans | other | Al Vetarans | gther | AU velerars| otner | Al
{stration Federal | other? istration. Foderal | other? istration Federal | other?

498,187 | 466,885 10, 62t 20, 681 494, 668 | 460,217 10, 533 17,318 | 3 108, 761 105, 644 1,318 1, 799
477,915 | 444, 501 12,329 21,085 | 469,604 | 433,698 12,110 18,'796 | 108,357 103, 823 1,580 2,954
468,349 | 426, 689 18,671 22,989 | 468,243 | 428,217 19, 499 20, 527 | 102,323 06, 457 1,688 4, 178
405,056 | 437,393 31,874 25,780 | 490,163 | 434,350 31, 643 24,170 | 103,774 06, 883 2,974 3,912
509,720 | 444,883 36,707 28,130 | 511,895 | 446,790 38, 346 26,759 | 100, 517 03,413 3,228 3,871
577,715 | 468,389 £0, 267 29.059 | 577,275 | 468,052 81, 297 27,926 | 102,303 €42, 921 5,278 <, 104
554,863 | 424,476 101, 245 29,142 | 547,637 | 421,145 08, 684 27,308 | 107,073 04, 89) 7,732 <, 451
534,723 | 404,370 101, 763 28,590 | 530,074 | 401,712 99, 594 28,768 103, 576 a1, 29) 7,808 <, 478
516,139 | 370,971 106, 59 38,574 | 488,935 | 349,632 102, 814 36,489 | 104,443 01, 224 7,648 4, 571
351,585 | 261,399 74, 689 15,497 | 327,316 | 247,429 66, 805 13,082 87,257 76,405 7,168 3, 684
242,495 | 203,189 33,748 5,558 | 231,494 | 195,351 31, 056 5,087 70,246 66,051 2,770 1, 425
198,637 | 171,996 22,727 3,914 | 188,992 | 163,971 21, 398 3,523 , 890 60, 389 2,291 1,210
166, 358 | 145,841 17,771 2,746 | 164,348 | 144,353 17,446 2, 549 56, 850 4,181 1,693 973
180, 691 155,062 22,938 2,691 181,109 | 155,889 22, 559 2, 1361 56,103 43,206 1,959 938
192,769 | 161,758 27, 670 3,341 188,695 | 158,445 26, 993 3,257 58, 241 4, 622 2,870 1,049
181,509 | 151,711 26, 958 2,840 | 176,439 | 147,658 26, 034 2,747 56, 450 42, 671 2,754 1,025
167,735 | 142,236 23,184 2,315 | 162,602 | 133,171 22, 246 2, 185 53, 745 40,034 2,748 963
153,'749 | 130,803 0, 56:4 2,382 | 147,553 | 125,777 19, 539 2,237 50, 640 47,255 2, 521 864
143,989 [ 123,957 17,783 2,249 | 138,186 | 113,003 16, 943 2,240 46, 235 43,234 2,159 842
130, 55 113,124 14,778 2,553 | 128,841 1112, 330 14,104 2,407 41, 251 48, 539 1,870 842
121,439 | 107, 537 11, 524 2,378 | 115,891 103, 169 10, 579 2, 143 41,728 49,401 1,£89 738

t Excludes interhospital transfers. Discharges include deaths,
2 Inclucles State, county, runicipal, ancl nonpublic hospitals.

3 In addition to these bed-occupants, 12,848 patients on the rolls of the hospitals
vrere on leave, trial visit, ete.
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166 ADMINISTR

Type of patient
Hospital group Psychiatric General
Total Tuber- Neuro- | medical
culous logical an
Psychotic| Other surgieal
ADMISSIONS ¢
All hospitals.._._._.________________ 498, 187 24, 562 22,510 15,918 15,807 419, 390
Total VA hospitals. _______._________ 466, 885 23, 610 18,664 14,685 15,414 304, 512
Tuberculosis hospitals_____.____._ 18, 535 10, 850 61 165 35 7,424
Neuropsychiatric hospitals..__ 31, 044 935 9, 834 4,355 1,271 14, 649
General medical and surgical hos; 417, 306 11,825 8, 769 10, 165 14,108 372,439
Total non-V A hospitals_______._____ 31, 302 952 3, 846 1,233 393 24, 878
Federal Government hospitals._______..__ 10, 621 278 277 169 247 9, 650
U.8. ATy .o 4,452 212 112 88 148 3,892
U. 8. Air Force_..._.__ 530 19 5 25 | 481
U.8.Navy _______________ 4,982 18 4 [} 97 4,859
U. 8. Public Health Service. _ _ 461 30 125 40 2
St. Elizabeths, Washington, D. C. 33 | 23 LV N I
Canal Zone__.________________________ 163 1 - 2 I I, 154
State and local government hospitals 2. _ ... 3,958 201 2, 605 239 46 867
Nonpublic hespitals_ _____________________ 16,723 473 964 825 100 14,361
DISCHARGES 1
All hospitals._...___.__..__.________ 494, 668 27,483 20, 288 17,807 16,114 412, 976
Total VA hospitals. ______..___._____ 466, 217 26, 289 18,315 16,757 15, 769 389, 087
Tuberculosis hospitals_ ___________________ 15, 806 12,343 56 157 34 7,216
Neuropsychiatrie hospitals.____ 31,473 1,108 10, 238 4,496 1,264 14, 367
General medical and surgical hospis 414,938 12,838 8,021 12,104 14,471 367, 504
28,451 1,194 1,973 1,050 345 23, 889
10, 533 410 227 166 237 9, 493
4,408 305 87 81 137 3,798
03 13 4 P2 . 64
4,084 13 8 5 95 4,841
. h Service_.._ 440 76 89 47 1 227
St. Elizabeths, Washington, D. C_ 47 | 36 |5 B P A,
Canal Zone. __..._____________________ 171 3 [ 2 e IR, 163
State and local government hospitals 2.___ 2,022 202 906 144 22 748
Nonpublic hospitals. . __._.___._..________ 15, 896 582 840 740 86 13,648
REMAINING, JUNE 30, 1955
All hospitals__..__.._______.__._____ 108, 761 14,730 51,981 3,648 3, 966 34,436
Total VA hospitals__.__.___________ 105, 844 14, 365 50, 634 3,416 3,941 33,288
Tuberculosis hospitals_ ___________________ 7,751 6, 943 § 9 i3 780
Neuropsychiatric hospitals_ ___._____ _| 51,734 2,063 45,678 1,571 539 1,883
General medical and surgical hospitals____| 46, 159 5, 359 4,950 1,836 3,389 30, 625
Total non-VA hospitals..._..._...__ 8,117 365 1,347 232 25 1,148
‘Federal Government hospitals_._.________
U.S.Army.._ ..
U. 8. Air Forei
U.8.Navy_ ... ...
U. 8. Public Health Service.__.__
St. Elizabeths, Washington, D. C._
Canal Zone.____.__.___.___________.___
State and local government hospitals 2. ___ 530 53 426 17 2 32
Nonpublic hospitals. .. _____...___________ 1, 269 210 354 139 3 863

! Excludes interhospital transfers. Discharges include deaths.
3 Includes State, county, and municipal hospitals.



TaBLE G.—Diagnoses reported for VA patients discharged from VA and non-V A hospitals*
[By diagnostic category and period of service calendar year 1954]

umber of diagnoses and period of service

Diagnostic category ? I]Ettiis 1%11%153 E:I;g All patients Korean veterans 3 World War Il Worldl War 1 Others
Total Princi- | Associ- | Prineci- | Associ- | Princi- | Associ- { Princi- | Associ- | Princi- | Associ-
pal ated pal ated pal ated pal ated pal ated
All diseases and conditions oo coocoooeaomoooen 957,720 78,520 | 479,200 59, 892 34,164 | 237,348 | 187,980 | 154,032 | 2:3,612 27,248 33,444
I. Infective end parasitic diseases_ ... . oooocoooo 51,176 31,040 20, 136 5,516 2,720 15, 644 8,372 7,572 7,980 2,308 864
'Tuberculosis of respiratory system_.. ... 001-008 21,420 19, 212 2, 208 2,756 180 10, 156 084 4, 560 878 1,740 168
‘Tuberculosis, other: forrns_ . -~ 010-019 2,220 1,064 1,156 160 128 612 1516 212 335 80 76
Syphilis end 'its sequelae.__ 020029 9,792 2, 384 7,408 44 236 384 2,136 1,888 4,744 68 392
Gonoceocal infection and other venereal diseasos _. 030-034,
036039 1,220 628 592 312 200 260 344 32 32 % 16
Amebiasis 732 372 360 48 32 276 236 48 L3020 I 12
[nfectious hepatit. 1,912 1,700 212 596 36 956 128 64 40 84 8
Malaria 748 492 256 384 40 32 196 4 3 72 12
Parasitic diseases clue to other protozoa and hclmmths
0-130 3,740 643 3,092 124 1,116 392 1, 140 124 818 8 20
Fungus infeetions. oo o oot 131—1[34 4,900 1,712 3,188 292 480 1,144 2,028 228 588 48 92
Other infoetive and parasitic diseases 04045,
047091, 093-108, 135 138 4,492 2,823 1,664 800 272 1,432 364 412 460 184 68
T, Neoplasnis. o oo oo ccccammmmm e em e 47,572 4, 808 12,764 3,076 848 12, 292 5,076 17,268 5,960 2,172 880
Neoplasms, malignant.. . _. 140205 29, 004 25, 320) 3,684 884 40 7,280 744 15, 232 2,408 1,624 492
Neoplasms, benigri___.__ 210-1229 17, 540 8,992 8.548 2, 1562 756 4,816 4,124 1,804 3,300 2 368
Neoplasms of unspecified nature .. ... 230239 1,028 493 532 4 52 196 208 232 252 28 20
IITI. Allergic, endocrine system, metabolic, and nu-
tritiorial diseases oo oo 45, 584 18,912 26,672 1, 532 1, 16¢ 8,984 10, 252 7,628 13,724 768 L, 536
ASthMa_ . e 241 10, 596 5,32) 5,276 384 220 2,520 1, 848 2,184 2,912 232 206
Other allorgic disorrders.. _ 240, 242-245 3,424 1,304 2,120 216 288 828 1, 288 224 468 36 76
Diabetes mellitus. .- - oo 260 15,088 7,404 7,684 500 120 2,980 1, 996 3,576 4,988 348 580
Diseases of other endocrine glands__. .___. 250-254, 270-277 4,392 2,632 1,760 324 76 1,572 916 684 688 52 80
Avitaminoses. .. ... _ 280~286 3,116 560 2, 556 12 124 2 1,072 328 1,196 28 164
Other metabolic discases - 287-289 8,968 1,692 7,276 96 332 892 3,132 632 3,472 72 340
IV, Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs
290-299 7,620 2,124 5,496 180 300 908 2, 316 856 2, 500 180 380

See footnotes at end of table,




TasLz 6.—Diagnoses reported for VA patienis discharged from VA and non-VA hospitals *—Continued E:

(4]

Number of diagnoses and period of service
. y 3 ’ !
Diagnostic category ? Ix%ﬂ};i}s{% ‘I’\ )o. All patierits Korean veterans World War I1 World War I Others
Total Princi- | Assocl- | Prinei- | Associ- | Princi- | Associ- | Princl- | Associ- | Princi- | Asscei-
pal ated pal ated pal atecl pal ated pal ated
V. Mental, psychoneurotic, and personality dis-

OTAerS._ e 80, 616 50, 800 29, 816 7,568 2, 492 32, 896 18, €72 7, 520 7, 480 2,816 1,172
Psychoses__.....__.____. 300-309, 322. 9, 328, 329, 353.9, 794. 9 28, 676 22, 404 6,272 3, 508 324 1.2, 448 2, €92 4, 256 2, 648 2,192 608
Psychoneurotic disorders_ __._.______..___________ 310-318 29, 720 19, 620 10, 100 2, 360 908 14, 560 6, £24 2, 024 2, 144 376 224
Aleohiolista__._____.__ . 3% 2 (except 322.9) 11, 324 3,044 8, 260 228 568 2,172 5, 876 576 1,644 38 192
Qther psychiatric. . 320, 321, 323-326 9, 208 +, 724 4, 464 1,008 656 3,292 3,028 320 700 104 100
Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic or behavioral reac-

tiori (nonsyphilitie). .. ... .. __. 319, 327 1,688 1, 008 680 164 36 424 252 344 344 '6 48
Via. Diseases of the nervous system . _______________ 38, 160 16, 856 21, 304 1,872 1,360 8, 056 7,436 5, 808 10, 880 1,120 1,628
Vascullar lesions affecting cen tral nervous system. 330-334 _ 10, 788 <, 504 6, 284 36 52 848 792 3,168 4,672 452 768
Epilepsy.- . oo 353 (except 353. 9) 4,320 2, 280 2,040 2 228 1,480 1,176 264 536 14 100
Diseases of nerves and peripheral ganglia..._._____ 360-359 8, 780 4, 336 5, 444 <408 584 1, 992 2, 756 784 1,916 152 188
QOther diseases of nervous system._..__....... _. 340-343, 14,272 6,736 7,536 1, 016 496 3,736 2,712 1, 592 3, 756 392 572
345, 350-352, 354- 837
VIb. Diseases of the sense organs.. .--| 34,300 11, 076 23, 224 1, 396 1,832 5, 052 9, 284 4,004 10, 49¢ 624 1,612
Inflarnmatory diseases ofeye..........__.._._____._ 370-379 5,008 1, 972 3,036 300 256 1,176 1, 440 432 1, 20C' 64 140
Refractive errors__.__________________ _ 330 1,724 84 1, 640 8 148 43 720 28 676 | ... __ 96
QOther diseases and conditions of eye.. ... 381-339 17,428 6, 332 11, 066 620 684 2,228 3,732 3,048 35, 740 436 940
Otitis mediia, without mention of mastoidit 391 2, 680 848 1,832 168 236 532 888 112 616 36 92
Other diseaseés of ear ancl mastoid process..... 390, 392-398 7, 460 1, 840 5,620 400 508 1,068 2, 504 384 2, 264 48 344
VII. Diseases of the circulatory system.__.______.___ 153, 780 6, 076 90, 704 3,104 1,984 22,828 21, 224 32,952 53, 704 4,102 8,792
Rheumatic fever, with or without heart involvement. 420; 1,116 980 136 148 4 656 68 116 56 60 8
)

Chronic rheumatic hearf, disease.. ... ___...._...__ 410-416 5,416 &, 532 1,884 44 112 1,792 840 1,308 804 148 128
Acrteriosclerotic and degemerative heart; disease. ... 420-422 49, 612 21,412 28,200 248 152 4,536 3,744 14, 480 21), 620 2, 148 3,684
Other diseasesof heart______.____________________ 430-434 4, 696 1, 460 3, 236 128 96 732 988 544 1,980 46 172
Flypertension with heart; disease.._..._._....__._ 440-43 21, 600 10, 188 11, 412 68 88 2, 296 1,888 7,328 8, 460 406 976
Elypertension without heart disease _ 444447 10, 360 2, 780 7, 580 96 240 1, 204 2, 580 1,428 4, 428 52 332
Cteneral arteriosclerosis.. .._....._._ - 450 18, 016 3,496 14, 520 8 36 308 1,136 2, 608 11,084 52 2, 264
Varicose veins of lower extrernities_ - 460 8,976 &, 948 5,028 €72 124 2,112 1,720 1, 452 12, 928 112 256
Elemerrhoids. . . 461 16, 616 ¢, 544 7,072 1,136 392 6, 296 3,488 1,932 22, 900 180 292
Other diseases of circulatory system._..___ 451-156, 462-468 17,372 &, 736 11, 636 756 740 2, 896 4,772 1, 756 5, 444 < 680
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VIIL. Diseases of the respiratory system......_......

Acute upper respiratory infections.._......_...... 470-475
Influenza_ - ... .- 480483
Pneurnonia. .. 490-403

FEronrhitis - 500-502
Flypertrophy of tonsils and adenoids. .. ._...o......._. 510

Dieflected 11asal septum 514
Cther diseases of upper respiratory tract.. 511-513, 5%5—51 7

Empyema and abscess of lung 8, 521
PlouriSy - - oo 519
Qither diseases of lungand pleura. ... __._..._ 520, 522-527

IX. Diseases of the digestive system________.._.__.__

Diseases of teeth and supporting struciures
Uleers of s,omach and duodenum ...
Grastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and colitis
Appendicitis
Elernia of abdominal cavity
Qther diseases of intestiries and peritoneum.___ 570, 57353 '8
Clirrhosis of liver. ... o 561
C'holelithiasis and cholecystitis. ..
COther diseases of digestive system
542, 544, 545, 580, 582, 583, 586, o&

X. Diseases of the genitourinary system_..___.__...._.
Nephiitis. - o oo e ez 590-504

Diseases of kidney end ureter, excl. nephritis____.. 600-603
Other diseases of urinary system - 604-609
Diiseases of prostate ... _.. 610-612
Cther diseases of male genital organs. ... 613-61.7
Diseases of breast (female) and gynecological
conditions .. ... 620. €, 621. 0-621. 2, 622-637

XI. Deliveries arnd complications of jpregnancy,
childbirth, and the puerperiuna___ ... 640-689

XII. Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue__ ...

Infections of skin and subceutaneous tissue. ... 690-698
Other inflammatory dermatoses . .. _..____... 700-707
Other diseases of skin and subcutaneous tissue. .. 708-7.16

See rfootnotes at end of table.

78, 588 33,616 44,972 5,372 2, 796 14,896 15,016 11, 480 25,736 1,868 3,424
7,332 4,244 3,083 996 544 2,184 1,624 684 744 380 176
904 748 155 140 4 316 52 292 88 | ... 12
12,180 6,708 5,472 496 200 3, 208 1,752 2,492 2,900 512 620
11,616 5,112 6, 501 332 184 1,580 1,808 2,908 4,076 292 436
5,088 3,884 1,204 1,936 400 1,844 700 40 76 64 28
3,352 1,596 1,753 484 332 992 1,092 88 280 32 52
7,900 2,684 5,213 472 624 1, 560 2,876 584 1,512 68 204
1,344 620 724 36 36 380 29 184 372 20 20
2,308 636 1,672 60 124 360 748 172 704 44 96
26, 564 7,384 19 180 420 348 2,472 4,008 4,036 12,984 456 1,780
133, 240 71,132 62,103 8,124 4,012 38,736 28,192 21, 368 26, 336 2,904 3, 568
17, 524 1,404 16,120 232 1,796 752 9,472 372 4 328 48 524
25,184 19, 524 5,660 1,700 296 12,156 2,78 5,124 ‘., 392 544 264
14,084 8, 568 5,516 1,332 328 4,612 2,272 2,140 %, 468 484 448
5,044 4,404 640 1,172 48 2,440 338 464 204 328 20
25, 572 15, 056 10, 518 1,692 264 6, 568 2,628 6,188 6, 552 6(8 1,072
17,256 8,736 8, 520 1,116 616 4,980 4,030 2,284 3,348 3t 496
7,768 4,040 3,728 100 92 2,324 1,74 1,532 ‘ , 820 &4 112
7,608 3,240 4,363 212 196 1,332 1,434 1,492 2, ) 404 204 284
13,200 6,160 7,040 668 376 3,572 3,49 1,772 2,820 248 348
64, 664 26, 164 38, 500 3,(12 2,924 11,172 13,258 10,112 19,136 1,868 3,172
3,156 1,812 1,344 256 96 1,148 618 316 528 €2 72
14,020 7,036 6,984 €60 532 4,044 2,99 1,692 3,056 340 400
16, 156 £, 180 10,976 468 1,168 2,228 4,058 2,116 <, 720 368 1,020
19, 212 7,168 12,044 “ 384 1,496 2,576 4,512 7, 760 876 1,324
10,712 4, 264 6,448 £76 680 1,768 2,428 1,448 J 000 172 340
1,408 704 704 168 64 488 552 28 72 20 16
164 108 56 12 16 84 32 4| 8 8
38, 564 16, 544 22,020 2,760 2,640 9,000 11,072 4,172 7, 204 612 1,104
11,992 &, 996 5,996 1,100 936 3,332 3,260 1,320 1, 564 244 236
9, 224 &, 896 5,328 424 428 2,244 2,724 1,092 1, 920 < 256
17,348 6, 6562 10, 696 236 1,276 3,424 1,760 3,720 232 612

5,088
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TaABLE 6.—Diagnoses reported for VA patients discharged from VA and non-VA hospitals “—Continued

INumber of disgnoses and period of service
ist D i 5. " ' [ Vorldl W ’
Diagnostic category 2 I[(lftitl%ﬁte ‘I;. )o. All patients Korean veterans 3 World War I Worldl War I Others
Total Prinei- | Associ- | Princi- | Associ- | Prinei- Associ- | Princi- | Associ- | Princi- | Associ-
pal ated pal ated pal ated pal ated pal ated
XII1. Diseasss of the bones and orgsns of movement_| 69, 584 33,388 36,136 4, 068 12, 656 19, 340 14, 340 8,784 16, 760 1,196 1,940
Arthritis and rhemmatism, except rheumaric fever_ 120— 27 34, 840 15, 452 19,338 1,012 504 7,364 6,016 6, 428 11,720 648 1,148
Osteomyelitis and perio stm‘ _________________________ 73 3,304 2,048 1, 256 452 232 1, 220 324 276 332 100 68
Displaceraent of intervertebral disc. 5,672 4,748 924 536 52 3,720 652 416 195 76 24
Ankylosis and deformities 9, 068 2,528 6, 540 644 976 1,492 3,432 264 1, 863 128 264
Other diszases of musculoskneletal sysiem. .. :
436 738, 740—4 44 16, 700 8, 612 8,038 1,424 892 5, 544 4,116 1,400 2, 644 244 436
X1IV. Congenital malformations._._________ 750-759 6, 272 2,712 3. 550 516 520 1,716 1, 812 388 | 1, 064 92 164
XVI, Symptoms, senility and ill-defined conditions..[ 50, 904 35, 580 15,324 5, 820 1,344 19, 080 6, 944 8, 76 6,072 1,920 964
Observation and examination cases and specm] admissions
793, V0OO-V91 30, 448 24, 996 5,452 3,816 256 12,972 2, 056 6, 780 2, 860 1,428 280
Bymptoms and senility .____.__. 780-792,794 (except 749.9) 15,720 7, 604 8,116 1,296 756 4,384 3,892 1,564 2, 856 360 612
{l-defined and unknown conditions_....___.._._..__ 620.1,
621.3-6211.5, 795, 196 4,736 2, 980 1,756 708 332 1,724 996 416 356 132 72
XVII. Accidents, poisonings, and violence.....__.___ 56, 932 30, 584 26, 318 5, 964 4, 560 16, 664 13,972 5, 356 5, 58() 2, 60U 2, 239
Fracture of skull - ________ . . _______ 800-603 3,124 1, 996 1,128 468 264 1,172 636 180 120 176 108
Fracture of spine and trunk ...___.____________.___ 805-£09 4, 692 2, 548 2,14 400 340 1,232 1,100 716 524 200 180
Fractureof imbs_..____..____________________.___ 810-629 13, 304 9, 464 3,810 1,736 692 4,836 2,112 2,032 716 860 320
Dlslo caticn without fracture___ 830-639 1,984 1,344 640 292 136 808 312 136 144 108 48
Sprains and strains of joints and adjacant nruscles.. 840-648 4,068 2,848 1,220 424 200 1,936 720 284 216 204 84
Head injuries (excludin skull fracture) ... ......__ 850-£i56 3,136 1,712 1,424 388 340 900 704 216 196 208 184
Internal injuries of chest, abdomen, and pelvis____ 860-869 1,196 352 844 104 200 200 480 40 112 8 52
ILacerations and open woundls --.-. 870-898, €08 7, 656 3, 860 3,736 900 836 2,172 2,140 420 460 368 360
Burns 94049 1,400 1,000 400 140 52 604 204 192 80 64 64
Injury to nerves and spinal cord without bone injury
950-£59 1,016 340 676 80 116 204 384 36 104 20 72
Other accidents, pcisonings, and violcnce. 910--936, 960697 8, 552 3, 176 5,376 616 880 1,584 2,792 684 1,192 292 512
Adverse reactions to therapeutic procedures___...__ 998, 699 6, 804 1,944 4, 830 416 504 1,016 2, 388 420 1,716 92 252

1 Excludes interhospitial transfers and cases with less than 1 day of stay. Include
deathis. Figures shown are estimates based on tabulations of a 25 percent systenatic
random sample of patients reported discharged during the year,

2 The diagnostic categories and selected diagnoses incladed in this table are based
©n the International Statistical Classification of Diseasies, Injuries, and Causes of
Death, 1948. The numbers following the diagnoses are the 1dw=nt1fy1ng code numbers
of this diagnostic classification, and includes the following additional codes: 319,
Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic reactions; 327, Chironic brain syndromes with

behavioral reaction; 328, Chronic brain syndromes N 08S; 829, A cute brain syndromes’
and 796, Foreign body, treated or producing symptoms. In addition, morbid con-
ditions are not coded to late effects, but to the condition requiring treatment. Clate-
gory XV, “Certain diseases of enrly infancy,” in which no cases occur, is not; in-
cluded in’this table.

3 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, ‘who were hospitalized
under provisions of Public Law £8, 82d Cong.

o



5
$55 77

TaBLE 7.—Number and percentage distribution of discharges of VA patienis from
VA and non-V A hospitals !

[By period of service, type of patient, hospital group, and reason for discharge calendar year 1954]
Number of discharges by reason | Percentage distribution of dis-
for discharge charges by reason for discharge
Period of servics, type of patient N

and hospital group "| Total g?iszgi_' Irreg- g‘ﬁszgl_' Irreg-

number | “gon” | wlar | peathg| Total | tion | BT | Deaths
of dis- | o dis- com- dis-

charges pleted charges pleted charges
All patients_ .. ______....._. 478, 520 | 426,460 | 26,068 | 25,992 | 100.0 89.2 5.4 5.4
VA hospitals 449,496 | 399,748 | 24,620 | 25,128 | 100.0 88.9 5.5 5.6
Non-VA hospitals____ 29, 024 26,712 1, 448 864 | 100.0 92.0 5.0 3.0
Tuberculous. . ... 25, 552 16,004 | 8,280 | 1,268 | 100.0 62.6 32.4 5.0
VA hospitals. oo 24,188 | 15,236 | 7,764 | 1,188 | 10G.§ 3.0 32.1 4.9
Non-VA hospitals_ ... 1, 364 768 516 80 | 100.0 56.3 37.8 5.9
Psychiatric and neurological.__ .. 72,148 | 62,148 | 5,904 | 4,096 | 100.0 86.1 8.2 5.7
VA hospitals_ ... - 57,944 | 5,424 | 3,996 | 100.0 86.0 8.1 5.9
Non-V A hospitals 4,204 480 100 | 100.0 87.9 10.0 2.1
Psychotic. .- 22,896 | 18,596 | 2,372 | 1,928 | 100.0 81.2 10. 4 8.4
VA hospitals. ________.... 20,576 | 16,648 | 2,048 { 1,880 | 100.0 80.9 10.0 9.1
Non-VA hospitals_..._.._. 2,320 1,948 324 48 | 100.0 83.9 14.0 2.1
Other psychiatric._..___....._. 29,568 | 26,708 | 2,720 140 | 100.0 90.3 9.2 0.5
VA hospitals_______....._. 25,400 | 2,572 136 | 100.0 90.3 9.2 0.5
Non-VA hospitals 1,308 148 4 | 100.0 89.6 10.1 0.3
Neurological - .o ooooaooo 16, 844 812 { 2,028 | 100.0| 8.6 4.1 10.3
VA hospitals__._____._._. 15, 896 804 | 1,980 | 100.0 85.1 4.3 10.6
Non-VA hospitals ... 1, 004 948 8 48 | 100.0 94. 4 0.8 4.8
QGeneral medical and surgical . .__.| 380,820 | 348,308 | 11,884 | 20,628 | 100.0 91.5 3.1 5.4
VAhospitals_ _________...___. 357,944 | 326,568 | 11,4327 19,944 | 100.0 91.2 3.2 5.6
Non-VA hospitals___.___._.._. 22,876 | 21,740 452 684 | 100.0 95.0 2.0 3.0
Korean veterans3____.._____ 50,892 | 54,924 { 4,404 564 | 100.0 91.7 7.4 0.9
VA hospitals 54,088 49,432 | 4,190 53110001 9L4 7.8 1.0
Non V A-hospitals 5. 804 5,492 284 28 | 100.0 94.6 4.9 0.5
Tuberculous. ... ______... 3, 692 2,444 1,240 8 | 100.0 66. 2 33.6 0.2
VA hospitals. ..o 3, 500 2,328 | 1,164 8| 100.0 66.5 33.3 0.2
Non-VA hospitals_.____..__.. 192 116 () DO 100.0 60. 4 39.6 0.0
Psychiatric and neurological .- 10, 392 9,024 | 1,264 104 | 100.0 86.8 12.2 1.0
VA hospitals.. 8,248 [ 1,156 92 | 100.0 86.8 12.2 1.0
Non-V A hospit 776 108 12 | 100.0 86.6 12.1 1.3
Psychotic. oo 2, 888 592 40 | 100.0 82.1 16.8 1.1
- 2, 536 536 36 | 100.0 81.6 17.2 1.2
Non-V A hospi 352 56 41 100.0 85.4 13.6 1.0
Other psychiatrie....__.__.._ 3, 900 480 |- 100.0 89.0 11.0 0.0
VA hospitals............. 3, 636 428 oo 100.0 89.5 10.5 0.0
Non-VA hospitals_..._.__ 316 264 52 |- 100.0 83.5 16.5 0.0
2, 492 2,236 192 64 | 100.0 89.7 7.7 2.6
2,324 | 2,076 192 56 | 100.0 89.3 8.3 2.4
168 160 |- 8 ] 100.0 95.2 0.0 4.8
General medical and surgieal. ...~ 45,808 | 43,456 | 1,500 452 | 100.0 94.9 4.1 1.0
VA hospitals. ... 41,092 | 38,856 | 1,800 436 | 100.0 94.5 4.4 1.1
Non-VA hospitals.__________. 4,716 4, 600 100 16 | 100.0 97.6 2.1 0.3

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 7.—Number and percéntage distribution of discharges of VA patients from
VA and non-VA hospitals *—Continued

Number of discharges by reason

Percentage distribution of dis-

for discharge charges by reason for discharge
Period of service, type of patient, : i
and hospital group "1 Total g?fg Irreg- {;(ljlszgl- Trreg-
n:;lfrg‘?st}r tion gll:r Deaths | Total tion gﬁf Deaths
com- s com- 3
charges pleted charges Dpleted charges
World War IT______________ 237,348 | 214,728 | 15,856 6,764 | 100.0 90. 5 6.7 2.8
VAhospitals.__ ... _____ 223,072 | 201,596 | 14,956 6,520 | 100.0 90. 4 6.7 2.9
Non-VA hospitals________________ 14,276 | 13,132 900 244 | 100.0 92.0 6.3 1.7
Tuberculous. . _ .. ..._._._.___. 13, 836 8,164 5,168 504 | 100.0 59.0 37.4 3.6
VAhospitals...___._______..___ 13,016 7,708 4, 840 468 | 100.0 59.2 37.2 3.6
Non-VA hospitals._.___._...__ 820 456 328 36 | 100.0 55.6 40.0 4.4
Psychiatric and neurological ._____ - 43,248 | 38,436 | 4,004 808 | 100.0 88.8 9.3 1.9
VA hospitals_____________ 40, 032 35, 600 3, 664 768 | 100.0 88.9 9.2 1.9
Non-VA hospitals._..__.. 3,216 2, 836 340 40 | 100.0 88.2 10.6 1.2
Psychotic___________________ 12,508 | 10,720 | 1,548 | 240 | 100.0 |  85.7 12.4 19
VA hospitals____________ 10, 888 9,356 | 1,304 228 | 100.0 85.9 12.0 2.1
Nou-VA hospitals........ 1,620 1,364 244 12 | 1060.0 84.2 i5.1 0.7
Other psychiatric. .. ..______ 21,140 | 19,080 | 1,996 64| 100.0 | 90.3 9.4 0.3
VA hospitals. _____...__._ 20, 096 18,128 1,908 60 | 100.0 90. 2 9.5 0.3
Non-VA hospitals___._.__ 1,044 952 88 4] 100.0 91.2 8.4 0.4
Neurological ... ______.______ 9, 600 8, 636 460 504 | 100.0 90.0 4.8 5.2
VAhospitals. ... 9,048 8,116 452 480 | 100.0 89.7 5.0 5.3
Non-V A hospitals________ 552 520 8 24 | 160.0 94.3 1.4 4.3
General medical and surgical . _.__ 180,264 | 168,128 | 6,684 | 5,452 | 100.0 | 93.3 3.7 3.0
VAhospitals..____.____.__.___ 170,024 | 158,288 6, 452 5,284 | 100.0 93.1 3.8 3.1
Non-VA hospitals_._.._______ 10,240 9, 840 232 168 | 100.0 96.1 2.3 1.6
World WarI_._.__________ 154,032 | 132, 968 4,972 | 16,092 | 100.0 86.4 3.2 10.4
VA hospitals. ... 146,020 | 125, 656 4,748 | 15,616 | 100.0 86.0 3.3 10.7
Non-VA hospitals._..._._...._____ 8,012 7,312 224 476 | 100.0 91.3 2.8 5.9
Tuberculous. ... o._._._.__.______ 5,872 3,496 1, 696 680 | 100.0 59.5 28.9 11.6
VA hospitals......_.__._._.__ 5, 544 3,312 1, 588 644 1 100.0 59.8 28.6 11.6
Non-VA hospitals.___________ 328 184 108 36 | 100.0 56.1 1190
Psychiatric and neurological .. ___ 14,228 | 11,164 464 | 2,600 | 100.0 78.4 3.3 18.3
VA hospitals._..__..__.__ 13, 668 10, 668 444 | 2,556 | 100.0 78.1 3.2 18.7
Non-VA hospitals..______ 560 456 20 44 | 100.0 88.5 3.6 7.9
Psychotic. ... 4, 660 3,252 128 1,280 | 100.0 69.8 2.7 27.5
VA hospitals____._.__._._ 4,452 | 3,088 112 | 1,252 | 100.0 69.4 2.5 28.1
Non-VA hospitals.___.___ 208 164 16 28 | 100.0 78.8 7.7 13.5
Other psychiatric... .. ___ 3,348 3,084 200 84 | 100.0 92.1 8.0 i.9
VA hospitals. _log20!1 3,000 198 84 | 100.0 92.0 8.0 2.0
Non-VA hospitals.__.____ 88 84 4| 100.0 95.5 4.5 0
Neurological ... __..___._____._ 6, 220 4, 828 136 | 1,256 | 100.0 71.6 2.2 20.2
VA hospitals.._______ 5, 956 4, 580 136 | 1,240 | 100.0 76.9 2.3 20.8
Non-VA hospitals. ._- 264 248 | __. 16 | 100.0 93.9 0 6.1
General medical and surgical.. . 133,932 | 118,308 | 2,812 | 12,812 | 100.0 | 88.3 2.1 9.6
VA hospitals 126, 808 | 111,676 2,716 | 12,416 | 100.0 88.1 2.1 9.8
Non-V A hospitals 7,124 6, 632 96 396 | 100.0 93.1 1.3 5.6

See footnotes at end of table,
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TABLE 7.—Number and percentage distribution of discharges of VA patients from
VA and non-VA hospitals *—Continued

Number of discharges by reason
for discharge

Percentage distribution of dis-

ehawoas by ranenn for dissharen
charges Dy reason for discharge

Period of service, type of patient ; i
and hospital group "| Total It_f;l)iszpal- Irre- g‘])iszpa}_ Irre-
numbert tion gular | peathg | Total | tion gular | pegths
of dis- | om. dis- om- dis-
charges | ..., |charges? e icharges ?
pigiea pigtea
Allothers_ oo 27,248 | 23,840 836 | 2,572 | 100.0 87.5 3.1 9.4
VA hospitals 26,316 | 23,064 796 | 2,456 | 100.0 87.7 3.0 9.3
Non-VA hospitals._._.___________ 932 776 40 116 | 100.0 83.3 4.3 12. 4
Tuberculous. ...« ... 2,152 1, 900 176 76 | 100.0 88.3 8.2 3.5
VA hospitals_ - _._.__________ 2,128 1, 888 172 68 | 100.0 88.7 8.1 3.2
Non-VA hospitals 24 12 4 8 | 100.0 50.0 16.7 33.3
Psychiatric and neurological ._____ 4, 280 3, 524 172 584 | 100.0 82.4 4.0 13.6
VA hospitals..__.________ 4,168 3,428 160 580 | 100.0 82.3 3.8 13.9
Non-VA hospitals._._.___ 112 96 12 4 | 100.0 85.7 10.7 3.6
Psychotic___ . ____________ 2,208 1,736 104 368 | 100.0 78.6 4.7 16.7
VA hospitals...___._..___ 2,128 1, 668 96 364 | 100.0 78.4 4.5 17.1
Non-VA hospitais_....... 80 68 3 4 | 100.0 85.0 6.0 5.0
Other psychiatric...__________ 700 644 44 12 | 100.0 92.0 6.3 1.7
VA hospitals....._____..__ 688 636 40 12 | 100.0 92.5 5.8 L7
Non-VA hospitals._.._.__ 12 8 4 100. 0 66.7 33.3 0
Neurological ... ._...__._.___ 1,372 1,144 24 204 | 100.0 83.4 1.7 i4.9
VA hospitals. ... 1,352 1,124 24 204 | 100.0 83.1 1.8 15,1
Non-VA hospitals__._____ 20 . (I D 100.0 100.0 0 0
General medical and surgical . ____ 20,816 | 18,416 488 | 1,912 | 100.0 88.5 2.3 9.2
VA hospitals._ . 20,020 | 17,748 464 | 1,808 | 100.0 88.7 2.3 9.0
Non-VA hospit 796 668 24 104 | 100.0 83.9 3.0 13.1
1 Excludes interhospital transfers and cases with less than 1 day of stay. Includes deaths. Figures

shown are estimates based on tabulations of a 25-percent systematic random sample of patients reported

discharged during the year.

3 Includes discharges requested by patients against medical advice of VA physicians, discharges because
of absence without approval (AWOL), and discharges for disciplinary reasons.
3 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who were hospitalized under provisions of Public

Law 28, 82d Cong.



VA and nmon-VA hospitais

By period of service and type of patient, calendar year 1854]
Total ais.| Toneth | Jongth
s otal dis-| leng eng

Period of service and type of patient charges 2| of stay of stay

(days) s | (days) ¢
All patients e 478, 520 63,7 20,2
Tuberculous. 25, 552 219.9 104. 4
Psychiatric and neurological 72,148 180.3 30.8
Psychotic 22, 896 445.0 66.0
Other psychiatric. o 29,568 42.8 22.7
Nenrological ______ 10,684 79.0 27.8
General medical and surgical ... 380, 820 31.1 18.4
Korean veterans & 59, 892 39.3 14.7
3,692 168.9 111. 6
10, 392 73.0 3.8
Psychotice 3,520 112.8 66. 6
Other psychiatric - 4, 380 38.4 21. 4
Neurological - - e 2,492 77.8 28.1
General medical and surgical ___.________________________________....__ 45, 808 21.2 12.6
World War XX . 237, 348 52.2 18.9
Tuberculous. 13, 836 224.1 119.7
Psychiatric and neurological. .. 43, 248 102. 4 29.5
Psychotic 12, 508 232.2 66.0
Other nsychiatri 21,140 40,2 23.0
Neurological 9, 600 70.4 26.0
General medical and surgical _________.___________________________________ 180, 264 27.0 16.8
World War I e 154, 032 88.5 25.7
Tuberenlous 5,872 286.2 136.8
Psychiatric and neurological. .. 14, 228 468. 6 36.7
Psychotic 4, 660 1,258.4 85.5
Other psychiatric 3,348 64.1 23.6
Neurological 6, 220 94.7 32.4
General medical and surgieal ... _______.____________________________.__._. 133,932 39.5 24.4
Allothers . 27, 248 76. 4 19.0
Tuberculous. ... R 2,152 99.3 20,1
Psychiatric and neurological - 4, 280 269. 9 24.8
Psychotic__. 2, 208 464.0 35.2
Other psych 700 49.0 15.9
Neurological ._____ 1,372 70.3 19,4
General medical and surgical ... __________.___________.______________._ 20, 816 34.3 18.0

! The average and median lengths of stay presented in this table are computed on the basis of total in-
patient stay during the period of continuous hospitalization, under VA authorization, in one or more VA
or non- VA hospitals (medical episode).

2 Excludes interhospital transfers and cases with less than 1 day of stay. Includes deaths. Figures shown
are estimates based on tabulations of a 25 percent systematic random sample of patients reported discharged
during the year,

3 The average length of stay for a given category equals the total days of inpatient stay for the period of
continuous hospitalization, under VA authorization, in one or more VA or non-VA hospitals, divided by
the total number of cases involved.

4 One-half of the cases in g given categrov have lenethe of stavw orsater than the median: the other half. lass
Jne-nal: of the cases In a given categroy have lengths of stay greater than the median; the other half, less
than the median,

8 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who were hospitalized under provisions of Public
Law 28, 82d Cong.



TABLE 9.—VA patients remaining in VA and non-VA hospitals?

-—
~
un

[By period of service, compensation and pension status, and type of patient Nov. 30, 1954]

Period of service, and compensation

Type of patient

Total

Psychiatric and neurological

and pension status patients|m por. g‘éﬁ?g:]
culous Totai | ISV (sm;:lg Neuro- su?nid al
chotic pa%ric logical gle
All patients___ 111 820 |'4 106 [54 496 155 634 | 3 980 | 4 882 33 218
VA beneficiaries—total 111 134 |13 874 |34 312 |55 504 | 3 964 | 4 844 32.948
Received care for a service-connected dlsablhtv,., 42,456 | 4,448 [33,802 (31,392 | 1,446 964 4, 206
Received care for a non-service-connected disa-
bility only:
And having a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical
[ Y 8,850 | 1,126 | 3,058 | 2,078 524 454 4,868
And having a claim for VA compensatxon
520 190 168 162 1,128
Andon VA pension rolls___ - 16, 832 (14,478 480 | 1,874 9, 434
And having a claim for VA pension pendmg_, 4,410 976 828 29 168 370 2,606
And having no claim filed.-_ 21,578 | 1,500 | 9,218 | 7,036 | 1,168 | 1,014 10, 860
And with status unknown. 118 16 56 40 10 6 46
Korean veterans 2. __________.___.._ 9.740 | 1,844 | 4,918 | 3,710 564 644 2,978
Received carce for a service-connected disability _} 5,004 © 1,420 | 3,764 | 3,218 108 348 10
Received care for a non-service-connected disa-
bility only:
And having a service-connected compen-
sable disability, which did not require
medicaleare. - - ... _.... 342 22 104 40 44 20 216
And havlng a claim for VA compensatlon
pending. .- e 212 256 94 180 82 486
And on VA pe: 28 186 132 6 48 52
And having a claim for V/ 46 96 24 18 A4 76
And having no claim filed__ 108 504 200 194 110 1,352
And with status unknown._ 8 8| 4 2 6
World War IX1__._______ R 7,546 |29,900 |25.190 | 2.496 2214 13, 702
Received care for a service-connected disability_._| 24,670 | 2,438 (19, 514 117,926 | 1,086 502 2,718
Received care for a non-service-connected disa-
bility
And havmg a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical i o
care... 4, 624 784 | 1,408 800 358 248 2,434
And having a
pending i,012 184 228 74 6 38 800
And on VA pension rolls.._ 8,748 | 2,458 | 5,130 | 4,386 112 632 1,160
And baving a claim for VA pension pending__| 1,988 688 404 146 86 172 896
And having no claim filed 10, 070 990 | 3,202 | 1,846 784 572 5,878
And with status unknown___._.______.______ 36 4 16 12 3 P 16
‘World War I 4,166 |25.006 |22, 462 794 | 1,750 14, 650
Received care for a service-connected d V.| 8,574 422 | 7,646 | 7,466 166 74 506
Received care for a non-service-connected disa-
bility only:
And having a service-connected compensable
disabﬂity. which did not require medical
________________________________________ 3, 392 276 | 1,298 | 1,032 104 162 1,818
2 i0 60
326 | 1,040 7,038
And having a claim for VA pensien pending_} 2,192 249 | "2 118 84 144 1,628
And having no claim filed. 398 | 5,176 | 4,670 190 316 3,578
And with status unknown 4 32 26 2 4
Other wars and peacetime X 318 | 4,488 | 4,142 110 236 1.618
Received care for a service-connecied disabiiity..] 3,218 168 | 2,878 | 2,782 56 40 172
Rem‘med care for a non-service-connected disa-
ilitwr anlo.
Aﬁ'd ha'{rmg a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical
CAI€. e 492 44 248 206 18 24 200
And having a claim for VA compensation
pending
And on VA pension rolls.
And having s claim for VA pen
And having no claim filed.._
And with status unknown _
Not VA beneficiaries—total . ....__...._____

! Figures shown are estimates based on tabulations of a 50-percent systematic random sample of patients

remaining on Nov. 30, 1954.

2 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under provisions of Public

Law 28, 82d Cong.
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ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

TaBLE 10.—V A patients remaining in VA hospitals*

[By period of service, compensation and pension status, and type of patient Nov. 30, 1954]

Type of patient

Psychiatric and neurological

Period of service, and compensation Total General
and pension status patients|Tuber- Other medical
culous Total Psy- psyehi- Neuro-| and
chotic atric logical | surgical
All patients_ - .ooooeoo . 108,026 |13, 618 |62,284 |53,616 | 3,844 | 4,824 | 32,124
VA beneficiaries—total. ... _____._._._..__ 107, 350 |13, 336 |62, 110 53,496 | 3,828 | 4,786 31,854
Received care for a service-connected disability.._| 40,854 | 4, 228 |32, 552 (30,196 | 1,410 946 4,074
Received care for a non-service-connected dis-
ahilitv anly:
Ané haw;,ing a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical
[ N 8,656 | 1,108 | 2,988 | 2,034 504 450 4, 560
And having a claim for VA compensation | = o . o o
pending_ .. 994 378 500 174 164 162 1,116
And on VA pensionrolls_._ . 5,248 16,402 {14,078 456 | 1,868 9, 186
And having a claim for VA pensi 844 778 256 156 366 2, 534
And having no claim filed .. 1,464 | 8,840 | 6,722 | 1,130 988 10, 340
And with status unknown__ 16 50 36 8 6 44
Korean veterans 2 1,768 | 4,634 | 3,460 538 636 2, 788
Received care for a service-connected disability..__| 5,680 | 1,372 | 3,530 | 2,996 192 342 718
Reie%ved care for a non-service-connected dis-
ahilitxr Anler.
ability only:
And having a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical
care - 328 22 96 36 40 20 210
And having a claim for VA compensation
pending ______________._ __________ 246 88 96 62 456
And on VA pensionrolls 182 128 6 48 50
And having a claim for VA pension pen 94 24 16 54 76
And having no claim filed.. 480 186 186 108 1,214
And with status umknown [ 2 2 2 4

World WarII..__

2, 674 (24,078 | 2,416 | 2,180 | 13,254

Received care for a service-connected disability____| 23,808 | 2,314 [18,850 |17,294 | 1,066 490 2,644
Recke'l‘yed care for a mon-service-connected dis-
ability only:
And having a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical

4,506 772 | 1,364 774 344 246 2,370

996 174 224 70 66 88 508

8,434 | 2,412 | 4,890 | 4,160 100 630 1,132

And having a claim for VA pension pending___| 1,924 674 372 126 76 170 878

And having no claim filed 9, 544 966 | 2,962 | 1,646 760 556 5,616

Andwithstatusunknown . _____________ 32 4 12 8 41 .. 16

‘World Warl 766 | 1,740 14, 218

Received care for a service-connected disability____[ 8,320 392 | 7,440 | 7,268 98 74 488
Received care for a non-service-connected dis-

ability only:

And having a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not reguire medieal

disability, which did not require medical
care____... 3,334 270 | 1,284 | 1,020 102 162 1,780
And having
pending. - 94 6 28 16 2 10 60
And on VA pension rolls _---| 19,862 | 2,708 {10,318 | 8,968 314 | 1,036 6, 836
And having a claim for VA pension pending___| 2,110 230 308 102 64 142 1,572
And having no claim filed 8, 920 392 | 5,070 | 4,574 184 312 3,458
Andwithstatusunknown____________________ 60 4 32 26 2 4 24
Other warsand peacetime._________________ 6, 216 300 | 4,322 | 3,984 108 230 1,594
Received care for a service-connected disability.__.| 3,046 150 | 2,732 | 2,638 54 40 164
Received care for a non-service-connected dis-
ability only:

And having a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical

And having a claim for VA

pending._____________
And on VA pension rolls... .
And having a claim for VA pension pending. _
And having no claim filed.._

nd with SFats 1m L r oW
And with status unknown

! Figures shown are estimates based on tabulations of a 50-percent systematic random sample of patients
remaining on Nov. 30, 1954.
% Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under provisions of Public

Taw o8 893 O
1i8W 20, 604G LOLIZ.
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TABLE 11.—V A patients remaining in non-VA hospitals*
[By period of service, compensation and pension status, and type of patient Nov. 30, 1954]
Type of patient
Period of service, and compensation Total Psychiatric and neurological | Goperq)
and pension status patients| Tuber- Other medical
culous | oy | PSy- |ooron |Neuro-| and
chotic pam o |logical | surgical
Allpatients_ . ... ______________ 3,794 488 | 2,212 | 2,018 136 58 1,094
VA beneficiaries—total ... ._______________ 3,784 488 | 2,202 | 2,008 136 58 1,094
Received care for a service-connected disability.__| 1,602 220 1 1,250 | 1,156 36 i8 132
Received care for a non-service-connected dis-
ability only:
And having a service-connected compensable
disability, which did not require medical
[ U 194 18 68 44 20 4 108
And having a claim for VA compensation
pending.. ... 56 24 20 i% [ 3 (R, iZ
And on VA pension rolls_._ - . 836 158 430 400 24 6 248
And havingaclaim for VA pen°:cn pending__ 154 22 50 34 12 4 72
And havmg no clairn filed... 934 36 378 314 38 26 520
And with status unknown. 8 |- o 6 4 ) - 2
Korean veterans 2.______________._. 550 76 284 250 26 190
Received care for a service-connected disability... 314 48 234 222 [ 8 32
Re(;g_i‘yfd care for a non-service-connected dis
QVX;;&V E;\;'{ﬁg a service-connected compensable
disabilitv which did not require medical
________________________________________ 14 | 8 4 [ 25 F— 6
And ha.vmg a claim for VA compensation
pending 34 14 10 6
And on VA penswn rolls 8 2 4 4
A ha ala T A Q a 9
And having a clajim for VA pel 8 § 2 oo
And having no claim filed. 168 6 24 14
And with status unknown 4 | .. ___ b2
World War IT_________________ .- 1,904 230 | 1,226 | 1,112 80 34 448
Received care for a service-connected disability. .. 862 124 664 632 20 iz 74
Received care for a non-service-connected dis-
ability only:
And haying a service-connected compemable
dxc, which did not require Vl
are 118 12 42 26 14 2 64
And havmg
pending 16 10 4 [: J P 2
And on VA pension rolls 314 46 240 226 12 2 28
Auu uavlug a h}d.lu..l 10T V A PELSIOIL pELALIY - - 64 }4 32 % 19 2 18
And having no claim filed 24 240 200 24 16 262
And with statusunknown.____.______________| 4 [ ______ 4 20 [ PR P,
World War I 164 526 488 28 10 432
Received care for a service-connected disability._. 254 30 206 198 [ 3 P 18
Recelved care for & non-service-connected dis-
ability only:
And having a service-connected compensable
disabﬂity, which did not require medical
________________________________________ 58 6 14 12 b2 38
And havmg a claim for VA compensation
pending [ 6 6 ool
And on VA pension rolls._.... 490 110 178 162 12 4 202
And having a claim for VA pension pending._ 32 i2 i6 14 oo 2 54
And having no claim filed____________________ 106 96 6 4 120
And with statne nnknown __ JERUPRRIN S SO N S,
Other wars and peacetime.___.___.___._____ 208 18 166 158 2 6 24
Received care for a service-connected disability___ 172 18 146 144 2 |oeamaan 8
uecelveu care for a non-servwe-connecceu dis-
abxhty only:
ng @ service-connected compensable
dlsab 1ty, which did not require medical
AT . e 4 | 4 2| 2 |
And having a claim for VA compensatlon
pending. .. _______________
And on VA pension rolls
And having a claim for VA pension pendmg,_
‘A;ﬂd l\u‘nnn‘ no n]n-m ‘““"‘,A,
And with status unknown ..................
.LV Uh V A ucucuum.( LUS‘MJ M?L‘l ................ }\nl _______ iG 1 0 _______________________

i Figures shown are estimates based on tabuiations of a 50-percent systematic random sampie of patients

remaining on Nov. 30, 1954.

2 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under provisions of Public

Law 28, 82d Cong.



TaBLE 12.—Chronicity and compensation and pension status of VA patients remaining in VA and non-VA hospitals

[By diagnostic grouping Nov. 30, 1954]

1

Diagnostic compcsition of patients

Psychiatric and neurological

General medical and surgical

Chronicity and compensation and pension  All pa-
statizs 3 tients | pper. Arthri- Acci-
culosis Other | Nerv- tis and | a1 gi0.1 Diges- | Cancer | 40 | Respi- | Genito-
Total | Psy- hi Total | other tive | and | Doison-| oy : All
P & N | choges |PSYCM-1 0US | GNfg |mpgey-| VaSCU-| tve | an ings, |I@LOry |UIDATY| 4} epg
atric | system loskel- lar |iystem |tumors and |SY stem | system
| etal violence
|
All patients..._ ... _______.__. 111,820 | 14,106 | 64,496 | 45,634 | 3,980 | 4,882 | 33,218 | 3,574 | 6,110 | 5,426 | 4,210 2,914 | 2,668 | 1,972 6,344
1. Treated for service-connected disabilities._.| 42,456 | 4,448 | 33,802 | 81,392 | 1,446 964 | 4,206 884 616 706 224 196 334 198 1,048
&, Patients with compensable service-connect-
ed disabilities lbut treated for non-service-
connected disabilities only. - ______._.__ 8, 850 1,126 | 3,056 | 2,078 524: 454 | 4,668 460 768 978 524 482 346 270 840
i, Patients treated for ‘‘chronic” non-service-
connected disabilitiess_._______ . _________ 36,728 | 8,300 | 24,488 | 22,034 676 | 1,778 | 3,940 442 916 272 684 536 278 126 686
Patientiss treated for presumed “nonchron-
ie’:1 non-service-connected disabilities,
and:
4, In receipt of or filecl for VA pension_.| 10, 522 1, 160 272 883 | 9,362 648 | 2,416 1,226 | 1,614 482 808 636 1,532
5, ITiled claimn for VA compensation....| 1,300 260 142 118 | 1,040 132 102 214 100 56 94 60 282
6. J*iled no claim for VA comps:nsation
orpension.. ... ... 11,222 | ___ 1, 536 |- 896 640 | 9,686 952 1 1,282 | 1,998 1,046 | 1,082 768 676 1,882
7. Unknown status.. - 56 | ... 10 |- R & 2 46 2 4 8 8 [@ 7 16
8. NODVererans. - ..o _oiovoooooociiaao | 686 232 184 130 16 38 270 54 6 24 10 74 38 6 58
1 Figures shown are fotals based upon a 50-percent systematic raindom sample connected psychoses or tuberculosis, and those hospitalized for the treatment; of other

census of VA patient loz.d in VA and non-VA Lospitals as of Nov. 30, 1.954.
3 Alll groups are rnutually exclusive, andl patients who possess the characteristics
of more than 1 group are included only in that group with the lowest group number.
This group of “chronic” patients includes veterans hospitalized for non-service-

non-service-connected disabilities for 90 or 1nore days as of the census date.

4 This group of presurned “notichronic’’ patients includes veterans hospitalized
for non-service-connected other psychiatrie, nervous system, and general medical and
suirgical disabliities for less than 90 days as of the censsus date.
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TABLE 13—V A patients remaining in VA and non-VA hospitals?
[By diagnostic category and period of service Nov. 30, 1954]
Period of service
N s Int. List No. All
Diagnostic category 2 . h
(6th Rev.) patients | gorean | World ‘World All others
veterans 3| War IT War I
All diseases and conditions. ... ... .__ 111,820 9, 740 51,148 43,822 7,110
I. Infective and parasitic diseases_ ... ...... 19, 228 2,004 8,104 8,406 714
Tuberculosis of respiratory system.__.._.____._| 001-008& 13, 642 1,752 7,304 4,054 532
Tuberculosis, other forms - 264 50 156 48 10
Syphilis and its sequelae......._._..___.__.__ 0 4,636 14 274 4,196 152
Gonococeal infection and other veneral diseases
30-0. 30 10 16 [ SO,
24 [ ___ 22 2 -
186 70 94 12 10
8 2 4 2 el
3 36 10 18 8 |occcmaoan
Fungus infections____._ - _131—134 148 28 86 32 2
Other infective and parasitic diseases-.-.__. 040-
047-091, 093-108, 135—138 254 68 130 48 8
II. NeoplasmS. ... 4,210 250 1, 366 2,370 224
Neopiasms, malignant 3,532 122 1,024 2,180 206
Neoplasms, benign_______ 554 122 278 140 14
Neoplasms of unspecified naturs. . .......__ 230-233 124 [ 64 50 4
III. Allergic, endocrine system, metabolie,
and nutritional diseases..............___ 1,770 94 684 914 78
Asthma._.._._________ 510 30 188 270 22
Other aller; S 100 12 68 14 6
Diabetes mellitus 710 2% 218 436 32
Diseases of other endocrine glan 226 16 128 80 2
Avitaminoses _______._ 9l _________ 2 54 10
Other metabolic diseases__ 132 12 54 60 6
IV. Diseases of the blood and blood-formmg
[ ¢ 242 - RS 298 20 94 152 32
V. Mental, psychonecurotic, and r.-cmuua,m 5
disorders. . 55,178 4, 256 27, 396 19, 272 4, 254
Psychoses.____.__. 300-309, 322. 9, 328, 329, 353. 9 794 9 51, 286 3,704 24, 940 18, 504 4,138
Psychoneurotic disorders. - . 318 2,378 320 1,704 316 38
Alcoholism__________.__ _322 (except 322 9) 212 8 156 [ 2 PR
Other psychiatric ... _.______________ 320, 321, 323-326 788 174 462 120 32
Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic or behavioral
reaction (nonsyphilitie) ._.__.__..______..__ 319, 327 514 50 134 284 46
VIa. Diseases of the nervous system______._._. 4,422 518 1, 950 1,700 254
Vascular lesions affecting central nervous system
30~ 916 6 144 658 108
Epilepsy .o 353 (except 353. 9) 260 52 158 40 10
Diseases of nerves and peripheral ganglia____360-369 352 34 210 04 14
Other diseases of nervons system____________340-243,
345, 350-352, 354-357 2,894 426 1,438 908 122
VIb. Diseases of the sense organs__.._.__..____ 782 86 314 318 64
Inflammatory diseasss of 678 oumommomaaan_ - 370-375 118 18 58 36 [
Refractive errors_...____________._____ 2 2 P USRI B
Other diseases and conditions of eye 500 44 158 250 48
Otitis media, without mention of mastmditls -.-391 44 6 28 8 2
Other diseases of ear and mastoid process----.__ 390,
392-398 118 16 70 24 8
VII, Diseases of the circulatory system.__.____ 0, 142 i82 1,814 3,676 470
Rhenmatic fever, with or without heart involvement
400-402 106 16 78 12 |-
Chronic rheumatic heart disease_.__...__.__. 410-416_ 324 22 164 124 14
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart disease "
20-42; 2,202 20 366 1,578 238
S i88 i6 78 64 i0
Hypertensmn with heart disease_._ 1, 060 8 206 798 48
Hynertension without heart disease_ 282 4 198 148 2
General arteriosclerosis.. ... 874 . 76 402 96
304 12 132 152 8
461 422 36 260 116 10
Other dlseases of circulatory system_451-456, 462-468 700 4 326 282 44

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 13.—V A patients remaining in VA and non-VA hospitals —Continued

Period of service
Diagnostic category 2 e L5t No- | Al T
AT A Pavieitts 1 Korean | World World
veterans 3| War II ar I All others
VIII. Diseases of the respiratory system______ 2, 668 230 042 1,322 174
Acute upper respiratory infections__________ 470-475 166 30 88 34 14
Influenza 20 4 6 10 oo
Pneumonia. 562 20 234 286 22
nroncnitis 576 22 152 372 30
fPertrophy of tonsils and adenoids_ - 126 74 42 2 8
Deflacted nasal septum______ 50 14 34 2l
Other diseases of upper resplratory tract ___
130 14 686 38 12
Empyema and abscess of lung__ 90 6 48 34 2
Pleurisy. ... 40 6 22 12 |
Gther diseases of lung and pleura_____._ §08 40 250 532 86
IX, Digeases of the digestive system___________ 5,426 478 774 1,978 198
Diseases of teeth and supporting structures. 530-535 48 | .. 36 10 2
Uleers of stomach and duodenum___________ 540, 541 1, 680 144 918 568 50
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and colitis_...__ 543,
590 92 324 156 18
Appendxcms 176 34 94 40 8
Hernia of abd N 900 84 350 428 38
Other dlseuses o mtestmes and pel 1toneum.____570
573-578 536 52 270 186 28
Cirrhosis of liver_.....________ _. 581 626 22 366 230 8
Cholelithiasis and cholecystitis..__ 84, 585 328 24 118 164 22
Other diseases of digestive system 536-539,
542, 544, 545, 580, 582, 583, 586, 587 542 26 208 194 24
X. Diseases of the genitourinary system._______ 1,972 178 658 982 154
Nephritis. ... .. 590-594 196 50 118 24 4
Diseases of kidney and ureter, excluding nephntxs
3 482 44 236 180 22
Other diseases of urinary system 430 48 146 204 32
Diseases of prostate___.______._______ 662 8 58 502 94
Other diseases of male genital organs___ 176 22 80 72 2
Diseases of breast (female) and gynecological condi-
tioms_ o 620. 0, 621. 0-621. 2, 622-637 26 6 20 |
XI. Deliveries and complications of preg-
nancy, childbirth, and the puerperium
40680 | e e
XII. Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue.__ 1,394 188 714 428 64
Infections of skin and subcutaneous tissue.. 690698 416 70 210 122 14
Other inflammatory dermatoses____________ 700-707 372 34 190 124 24
Other diseases of skin and subcutaneous tissue
708-716 606 84 314 182 28
XIII. Diseases of the bones and organs of
movement__________.________________. 3,574 404 1,920 1,102 148
Arthritis and rheumatism, except rheumatic fever
72 1,692 96 756 768 72
Osteomyelitis and periostitis._____._._._____ 350 82 186 68 14
Displacement of intervertebral disc.. 542 60 406 56 20
Ankylosis and deformities_______._ 212 74 100 32 6
Other diseases of musculoskeletal system.,_
736, 738, 740—744 778 92 472 178 36
X1V. Congenital malformations....._ 750-759 200 26 116 48 10
XVI. Symptoms, senility and ill-defined con-
ditions. ... 1,318 192 684 368 74
Observation and examination cases and special -
admissions.. .. ... _._________ 793, V00-V91 754 124 384 220 26
Symptoms anc 792, 794 (except 794 9) 490 58 254 132 46
Ill-defined and unknow itioms._._._.__.
621.3-621. 5, 795 796 74 10 46 16 2

See footnotes at end of table.




TABLE 13.—V A patients remaining in VA and non-VA hospitals *—Continued

Period of service
Diagnostic category 2 I]}gﬁ}’ 1}%3\1)0 paée]nts K World World
- orean or! or!
veterans 3] War II War I Al others
VIT Aonpidents noison 2 9298 A24 1. 818 799 10Q
XVII, Accidents, poisen 3,238 634 1,618 788 198
Fractureof skull____________________________ 166 38 102 2 4
Fracture of spine and trunk_ - 400 110 202 68 20
Fracture of limbs. . . 1,426 234 648 442 102
Dislocation without ir e . 128 26 66 34 2
Sprains and strains of joints and adj
0-848 134 12 96 20 6
Head injuries (excluding skull fracture).____ 850-856 106 28 56 10 12
Internal injuries of chest, abdomen and pelvis
8 48 8 28 10 2
898 260 78 138 30 14
9 184 32 116 32 4
Injury to nerves and spinal cord without bone injury
850-959 56 oo 42 8 6
Other accidents, poisonings, and violence... 910-936,
960-997 138 10 48 66 14
Adverse reactions to therapeutic procedures_ 998, 999 192 58 7% 46 12

1 Figures shown are estlmates based on tabulations of a 50-percent systematic random sample of patients
remaining on Nov. 30, 1554,

2 The diagnostic categories and selected diagnoses included in this table are based on the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases; Injuries and Causes of Death; 1948. The numbers following the

tistical Classification of D Injuries and Causes of Death, 1948. The numbers following
diagnoses are the identifying code numbers of this diagnostic classification, and include the following addi-
tional codes: 319, Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic reactions; 327, Chronic brain syndromes with
behavioral teactlon 328, Chronic brain syndromes N OS; 329, Acute brain syndromes; and 796, Foreign
body, treated or producmg symptoms In addmon, morbid conditions are not coded to late eﬁects, but
to the condition requiring treatment. Category XV, “Certain diseases of early infancy,” in which no cases
oceur, is not included in this table.

3 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under provisions of P1

Law 28, 82d Cong.

TABLE 14—V A patients remaining in VA hospitals®
[By diagnostic category and period of service Nov. 30, 1954]

Period of servics
. . Int. List No. All
Diagnostic category 2 :
(6th Rev.) Datients Korean | World ‘World All others
veterans 3| War II War I
All diseases and conditions..__.._._____._______ 108,026 8,190 49,244 42,700 6,892
1. Infective and parasitic diseases...___________ 18, 636 1,914 7,838 8,190 694
Tuberculosis of respiratory system_______.___ 001-008 13,156 1, 676 7,074 3,892 514
Tuberculosis, other forms 264 50 1 48 10
Syphilis and its sequelae 4, 576 14 260 4,152 150
Gonococcal infection and other
30 10 16 4 |l
Amebiasis 24 | .. 22 b2 D,
Infectious hepatitis. 178 66 90 12 10
1 6 2 [ 2 PRSI
28 8 12 8 | .
Fungus infections 144 26 84 32 2
Other infective and parasitic S
047-091; 230 62 120 40 8
II. Neoplasms. ..o 4,112 246 1,332 2,314 220
Neop]asms, mahgnant; 140-205 3,452 120 1,002 2,128 202
Neoplasms, benign......-.___. - 210-22% 546 120 268 138 14
Neoplasms of unspecified nature____________ 230-239 120 6 62 48 4
III, Allergic, endocrine system, metabolic,
and nutritional diseases. . .........__...._ 1, 706 90 652 886 78
Asthma. e e 241 480 26 172 260 22
Gther allergic di 240, 242-245 80 12 64 8 8
Diabetes mellitus..._ .. oo .. 260 690 24 208 426 32
Diseases of other endocrine glands. . 250-254, 270—277 226 16 128 80 2
Avitaminoses. ..o .ocooocoo.o 8 92 |- 28 54 10
Other metabolic diseases 128 12 52 58 6

See footnotes at end of table,



182 ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
TABLE 14—V A patients remaining in VA hospitals *—Continued
Period of service
Korean | World World
veterans 3 War II War I All others
IV. Diseases of the blood and blood-forming
[ .3 1 - 290-299 204 20 90 152 32
V. Mental, psychoneurotic, and personality i
GiSOrders. - oo oo 53,084 3,980 26, 218 18, 800 4,086
Psychoses...._.__ 300-309, 322. 9, 328, 329, 353. 9, 794.9 49, 326 3,454 23, 842 18, 058 3,972
Psychoneurotic disorders. ... ..._____._._. 310-318 2,272 300 1,640 294 38
Alcoholism_______________ 322 (except 322.9) 208 8 152 48 [
Other psychiatric.._..___._.________ 320, 321, 323-326 770 168 454 116 32
Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic or behavioral
reaction (nonsyphilitic)...._______________ 319, 327 508 50 130 284 44
VIa. Diseases of the nervous system._____._____ 4,374 512 1,924 1,600 248
Vascular lesions affecting central nervous system
330-334 898 6 142 648 102
Epilepsy - o oo __ 353 (except 353.9) 256 52 154 40 10
Diseases of nerves and peripheral ganglia___ 360-369 344 34 202 94 14
Other diseases of nervous system....._.___ 340-343,
345, 350-352, 354-357 2, 876 420 1,426 908 122
VIb. Diseases of the sense organs__..___.._.___ 734 70 304 298 62
Inflammatory diseases of eye. 106 14 56 30 6
Refractiveerrors. _________.__ _____ 380 2 2 e
Other diseases and conditions of eye. 381-389 476 32 154 244 46
Otitis media, without mention of mastoiditis. .. 391 36 6 24 4 2
Other diseases of ear and mastoid process__.___ 390,
392-398 114 16 70 20 8
VII. Diseases of the circulatory system..______ 5,990 168 1,774 3, 586 462
Rheumatic fever, with or without heart involve-
ment. ool 400-402 102 14 78
Chronic rheumatic heart disease____________ 410-416 318 20 164
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart disease
4 2,148 16 356
Other diseases of heart._ 166 16 78
Hypertension with hear 1,036 8 202
Hypertension without heart disease 270 4 126
General arteriosclerosis. .. ______________________ 566 | o o__. 76
Varicose veins of lower extremities. 298 12 128
Hemorrhoids. ... . 404 36 248
Other diseases of ¢ atory
682 42 318 278 44
VIII. Diseases of the respiratory system_______ 2,572 214 912 1,272 174
Acute upper respiratory infections_______.__ 470-475 158 28 84 32 14
uenza__ ... _.._... _-- 480-483 2 b2 U [ ——
Pneumonia...___. 450-493 546 20 228 278 22
Broncehitis._.____________________ -- 500-502 556 20 150 356 30
Hypertrophy of tonsils and adenoids_ .. _______ 510 122 72 40 2 8
Deflected nasal septum..__._____________________ 514 48 14 32 b I,
Other diseases of upper respiratory tract._. 511-513,
124 10 64 38 12
Empyema and abscess of lung. 84 6 46 30 2
Pleurisy. ... 38 ] 20 ) /2% PR
Other disea.ses of lung and ple 894 38 246 524 86
IX. Diseases of the digestive system.__________. 5,232 432 2,684 1,922 194
Diseases of teeth and supporting structures. 530-535 46 | . 34 10 2
Uleers of stomach and duodenum.___..____. 540, 541 1,616 136 884 548 48
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and colitis_..._. 543,
, 572 544 68 310 148 18
Appendieitis. ... _______________ 550-553 170 32 90 40 8
Hernia of abdominal cavity_ .._..__.______.. 560, 561 888 82 346 424 36
Other diseases of intestines and peritoneum.._. 570,
573-578 508 48 256 176 28
Cirrhosis of liver. ... ... 620 22 364 226 8
Cholelithiasis and cholecystitis. .- - 584, 585 312 20 110 160 22
Other diseases of digestive system._________.
542, 544, 545, 580, 582, 583 586 587 528 24 290 190 24
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Diagnostic category 2 I’}E,E‘EE‘N\O p,‘ﬁ}\lﬂ;, < ]d
(6th Rev. atients orean | Wor World
veterans 3| War II War I All others
X. Diseases of the genitourinary system.._____ 1, 906 164 640 952 150
Nephritis..___ .. ___ 590-594 190 44 118 24 4
Diseases of kidney and ureter excluding ncphrms
600-803 464 | 44 230 170 20
Other diseases of urinary system 604-609 420 46 140 202 32
Diseases of prostate - 610-612 6428 6 56 488 92
Other diseases of male genital organs_____.__ 613-617 164" 18 76 68 2
Diseases of breast (female) and gynecological condi-
tions 620.0, 621.0-621.2, 622637 26 6 20 ||
XI. Dehverles and complications of pregnancy,
childbirth, and the puerperium. 640, 689 |- oo | oo oooo oo e
XII, Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue_ __ 1,340 176 $88 412 64
Infections of skin and subcutaneous tissue.. 690-698 386 62 196 114 14
Other inflammatory dermatoses. ..____._.__ 700-707 362 32 188 118 24
Other diseases of skin and subcutaneous tissue
708-716 592 82 304 180 26
XIII. Diseases of the bones and organs of
movement__ ... _._____________..._ 3,488 394 1,872 1,074 148
Arthritis and rheumatism, except rheumatic fever
720-727 1,632 90 730 740 72
Osteomyelitis and periostitis 344 80 182 14
Displacement of intervertebral dise..___________ 735 528 60 392 56 20
Ankylosis and deformities___.__________ 737, 745-749 212 74 100 32 6
Other diseases of musculoskeletal system.__ 731-734,
736, 738, 740-744 772 90 468 178 36
XIV. Congenital malformations..__._ 750-759 194 24 116 44 10
XVI. Symptoms, senility and ill-defined con-
AI0BS . oo oo . 1,280 150 664 354 72
Observation and examination cases and special ad-
missions_ . ________________________.. 793, V0O-Vo1 746 124 378 218 26
Symptoms and senility... 780-792, 794 (except 794. 9) 460 56 240 120 44
Til-defined and unknown conditions..... ... 620.1
621.3-621.5, 795, 796 74 10 46 16 2
XVII. Accidents, poisonings, and violence. .. _ 3,084 596 1, 536 754 198
Fractureof skull.._.___.____________________ 800-803 158 38 96 20 4
Fracture of spine and trunk_ - 805-809 390 108 196 66 20
Fracture of limbs._________ - 810-829 1,344 214 600 428 102
Dislocation without fractu 830-839 124 24 64 34 2
Sprains and strainos of joints and adjacent muscles
840-848 130 12 92 20 6
Head injuries (excluding skull fracture)_____ 850-856 102 28 52 10 12
Internal i injuries of chest, abdomen and pelvis
860-869 48 8 28 10 2
870~898, 908 244 68 132 30 14
______________________________________ 940-949 178 30 114 30 4
Injury to nerves and spinal cord without bone injury
56 [ocooaoooo- 42 8 6
and violence__ 910-936,
960-997 122 10 44 54 14
Adverse reactions to therapeutic procedures. 998, 999 188 56 76 44 12

! Figures shown are esuma.res based on tabulations of a 50-percent systematic random sample of patients
remaining on Nov. 30, 1954

2 The dmgnosmc categorles and selected diagnoses included in this table are based on the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, 1948, The numbers followmg the
diagnoses are the identifying code numbers of this diagnostic 01a351ﬁcat10n and inc]
tional codes: 319, Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic reactions; 327, "Chronic m t!
behavloral re.;ctlon 328, Chronic brain syndromes NOS; 329, Acute brain syndromes; and 796, Foreign
body, treated or proaucmg symptoms. In addition, morbid conditions are not coded to late effects, but
to the condition requiring treatment. Category XV “Certain diseases of early infancy,” in which no

hla
cases oeeur, is not included in this table,

3 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under provisions of Public
Law 28, 82d Cong.




184 ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
TABLE 15.—V A patients remaining in non-VA hospitals?
[By diagnostic category and period of service Nov. 30, 1954]
Period of service
— is ; Li
Diagnostic category 3 nt. Lis
(ﬁth Korean | World World All others
veterans 3| War II War I
All diseases and conditions__ ... ... ... 3,794 550 1, 904 1,122 218
1. Infective and parasitic diseases__________.___ 592 g0 266 216 20
Tuberculosis of respiratory sy 486 7% 230 162 18
Tuberculosis, other forms___________________ 010-019 | | o | emieoeiaeme i
Syphilis and 'its sequelae___ 60 [ 14 44 2

Gonoeoceal infection and other venereal diseases
030-034, 036—(]39

Amebiasis

}gfe;ctixous hepatitis

L=t i b e TR

Parasitic diseases due to other protozoa andozlgl(-)
S - 1

Fungus infections___
Other infective and parasitic diseases 040—0
047-091, 093-108, 135—138

Neoplasms, bemgn
Neoplasms of unspecified nature..__

III. Allergic, endocrine system, metabolic, and
nutritional diseases_ . .___________________

Diabetes mellitus_._ 260
Diseases of other endocrine glands_. 250-254, 270-277
Avitaminoses 280-286
Other metabolic diseases..._.__.._.._.___..._ 287-289

Iv. Dlseases of the blood and blood- formmg

V. Mental, psychoneurotic, and personality
disorders. - .

Psychoses. ..__ 300-309, 322.9, 328, 329, 353.9, 794.5
Psychoneurotic disorders. 310-318
Alcoholism__________.____ 322 (except 322.9)
Other psychiatrie.______...______.. 320, 321, 323-326
Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic or be-

havioral reaction (nonsyphilitie).._.._____ 319, 327

Epilepsy_ oo 353 (except 353.9)
Diseases of nerves and peripheral ganglia___ 360—3 9
Other diseases of nervous system,_

Inflammatory diseases of ¢

Refractive errors

Other diseases and conditions of ey

Otitis media, without mention of mastoiditis___ 391

Other diseases of ear and mastoid process.._‘i_.39(),
{1y]

'<

ment._ . 400-402
Chronic rheumatic heart disease.__.________ 410-416
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart diseasgm ”

2
Other diseases of heart_..___________________ 430-434
Hypertension with heart disease_____ - 440-443
Hypertension without heart disease. 444-447
General arteriosclerosis........._____ - 450
Varicose veins of lower extremities. - 460

Hemorrhoids
Other diseases of circulatory system. 451-456, 462—468

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 15.—V A patients remaining in non-VA hospitals *—Continued

Period of service
; Int. List No. All
i natin nataoary 2
2iagnostic category (6th Rev.) patients Korean World World
veterans 3 War II | War1 |All others
VIII. Diseases of the respiratory system..._.__ 96 16 30
Acute upper respiratory infections.. - 470475 8 2 4
Influenza. _ 480483 18 4 4
Prneumonia. - 490493 L1 3 V. 8
Bronchitis._. - - 500-502 20 2 2
Hypertrophy of tonsils ‘and adenoids. _-. 510 4 2 2
Deflected nasalseptum____.____________________ b2 P, 2
Other diseases of upper respiratory tract.__ 511 513
8 4
Empyema and abscess of lung. 6 |
Pleurisy________________..________ 2 e
Other diseases of lung and pleura. 14 2
IX. Diseases of the digestive system - 194 46
Diseases of teeth and supporting structures. 530-535 b2 PR
Uleers of stomach and duodenum ... 0, 541 64 8
Qastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and co! 543
.)71 572 46 24
Appendieitis. - oo ______ _ 550-553 6 2
Hernia of abdominal cavity 560, 561 12 2
Other diseases of intestines and perltoneum-.-_ 570
573-578 28 L3
Cirrhosis of liver-....o...._.... _.. b81 [ P—
Cholelithiasis and cholecystitis. . - 584, 585 16 4
Other diseases of digestive system. . 536-539,
542, 544, 545, , 583, 586, 587 14 2
X. Diseases of the genitourinary system._._____ 66 14 18 30 4
Nephritis .o oo . 590-594 6 L2 ORI PRI P
Diseases of kidney and ureter, excluding nephritis
600-603 ) §: 20 [—— 6 10 2
Other diseases of urinary system.__. 604-609 10 2 6 b2
Diseases of prostate_..___.________ - 610-612 20 2 2 14 2
Other diseases of male genital organs. - 613-617 12 4 4 [ R
Diseases of breast (female) and gynecological condi-
620. 0, 621. 0-621. 2,622-637 |_________ oo |
XI. Deliveries and complications of preg-
nancy, childbirth, and the puerperium
640-689 || ce e e
XII. Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue.. .. 54 12 26 16 |
Infsctions of skin and subsutaneous ti 30 8 14 8 |oceccamees
Other inflammatory dermatoses. - 10 2 2 [
Other diseases of skin and subeutan ue
708-716 14 2 10 2 faeo 2
XTIiI. Diseases of the bones and organs of
MOVeMent. ..ol 86 10 48 P22 2 (R,
Arthritis and rheumatism, exept rheumatlc fever
720-727
Osteomyelitis and periostitis..-...__._....___ - 730
Displacement of intervertebral disc. 735
Ankylosis and deformities.__.__________ 737, 745-749
Other diseases of musculoskeletal system__ 731-734,
736, 738, 740744
XIV. Congenital malformations..... . 750-759 6 b . [ S R,
XVI. Symptoms, senility and ill-defined
conditions. oo 38 2 20 14 2
Observation and examination cases and bpecml
admissions.. --. 793, V00-V91 - D 6 2 .
Symptoms and 704 (evcept 704, g) 30 2 14 12 2
......... 620. 1
621. 3-621. 5, 795, 73 N N SN AU IR

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 15.—V A patients remaining in non-VA hospitals —Continued

Diagnostic category 2

Korean | World World
veterans 3] War II War 1 |All others

Fracture of skull ... ... ... 800-803
Fracture of spine and trunk

Fracture of limbs._______._____
Dislocation without fracture_._.. .. _______ 830-839
Sprains and strains of joints and adjacent néff_céfs

Head injuries (excluding skull fracture)..__ 850-856
Internal injuries of chest, abdomen and pelvis
860-869
Lacerations and open wounds. - -~ 870-898, 908
Burns._ . 940-949
Injury to nerves and spinal cord without bone ni}}‘jl}f{
YOU-YOY
Other accidents, poisonings, and violence-. 910-936,
960-997 16
Adverse reactions to therapeutic procedures. 998, 999 4 2

! Figures shown are estimates based on tabulations of a 50-percent systematic random sample of patients

oemainine ot Nov 2 a4

TeIaining oit NOV. aU, 1554.

2 The diagnostic categories and selected diagnoses included in this table are based on the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, 1948, The numbers following the diag-
noses are the identifying code numbers of this diagnostic classification, and include the following additional
codes: 319, Chronic brain syndromes with neurotic reactions; 327, Chronic brain syndromes with behavioral
reaction; 328, Chronic brain syndromes NOS; 329, Acute brain syndromes; and 796, Foreign body, treated
or producing symptoms. In additon, morbid conditions are not coded to late effects, but to the condition
requiring treatment. Category X'V, “Certain diseases of early infancy,” in which no cases oceur, is not
included in this table.

3 Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, w

Law 28,82d Cong. o
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'TABLE 16.—Perrcentage of VA patients admitted* to VA and non-VA hospitals who remuained in hospital afier specified number of
days of hospitalization

[By period of service and type of patient calenda: year 1954]

Percenteage off patients admitted. who remained in hospital efter specified number of day's

Eistimated of hospitalization
number of | Median
Period of service and type of patient; admissions,| length
calendar | of stay 3 210
year 1954 2 1 2 8 15 22 30 40 50 60 90 120 | 150 180 | and
cver
All patients. _ . 480, 540 20.5 | 100.00 ;S(i 81.1 | 61.4 | 46.9 | 35.7 | 26.6 | 20.6 | 16.7 | 10.6 7.8 6.2 | 5.2 4.5
‘Tuberculous 25, 824 88.8 | 100.0 | 94.2 1 80.6 | 75.1 | 71.3 | 67.3 | €3.6 | 60.2 | 56.9 | 49.7 | 43.8 | 38.8 | 34.8 | 3L.1
Psychiatric and neurolcgical:
Psychotic 25, 920 75.8 | 100.0 | 98.2 | 9.9 [ 84.3 | 77.8 | 70.3 | €4.1 | 59..l | 55.1 | 45.4 | 38.9 | 34.0 | 29.5 | 27.7
Other psychiatric.......____ 28, 812 23.9| 100.0 | 96.8 | 83.5 | 66.9 | 53.1 140.2 | £9.7 | 23.2 | 18.1 | 10.0 | 6.7} 4.6 | 3.4 2.4
Neurological... - R 20, 064 27.2 | 100.0 { 96.1 ] 83.1 [ 69.6 | 56.6 | 46.5 | 46.1 | 29..1 | 24.5 [ 16.0 [ 11.9 | 9.6 [ 8.0 7.2
General medical ar gical R 379, 920 18.5 | 100.0 | 96.5 | 80.1 | 58.0 | 42.1 1 30.2 | £0.8 | 14.7}10.8 | 53| 3.1 | 20| 1.5 1.1
Korean veterans 4 oo ooao 59, 244 16.0 | 100.0 ﬂi _7_{1 51.9 | 39.2 | 30.8 | 24.8 | 20.5 | 181 | 13,2 | 10.6 | 8.8 | 7.7 6.9
Taberetlous o 3,852 100.9 | 100.0 | &7 | 82.9 | 77.9 | 74.8 | 72.0 | €8.8 | 64.3 | 60.4 | 53.0 | 44.9 | 37.1 | 34.3 | 30.5
Psychiatric and neurological:
Psychotic 5,376 120.4 | 100.0 ] 98.2 | 94.4 1 90.2 | 85.9 | 80.1 { 75.7  71.2 | 67.6 | 59.8 | 52.2 | 45.1 | 39.4 | 36.6
Qther psychiatrie..._.._. 4,236 24.2 | 100.0 [ 95.3 | 81.6 | 65.4 | 53.0 | 42.2 | 2.0 25.5 | 21.0 | 13.0 8.5 60| 54 4.1
Neurologieal ... ... 2,340 35.2 | 100.0 | 93.0 | 84.6 | 72.8 | 64.1 | 55.4 | 45.1 1 37.4 | 33.8 | 23.6 [ 19.0 [ 15.4 | 14.4 | 13.3
General medical and surgical 43, 440 13.1 | 100.0 } 95.7 | 70.4 | 42.5 1 27.5 | 18.6 | 127 |_9.1 | 7.1} 3.4 2.2 L7101 13 11
World War XX . .o 243, 768 19.0 | 100.0 | 95.3 | 79.6 | 58.3 | 43.7 | 32.9 | £4.6 | 19.2 | 15.6 | 10.0 7.6 6.0 50 4.4
Tubereulous. oo 14, 316 89.2 1 100.0 | 93.3 | 78.5 | 73.5 | 70.5 | 67.3 | 63.8 | 61.00 § 57.7 | 49.8 | 44.4 | 39.6 | 35.5 | 31.4
Psychiatric and neurological
Psychotic. . 14,148 77.8 | 100.0 | 93.0 [ 91.7 | 84.3 | 78.5 | 71.4 | 66.2 | 60.7 | 56.7 | 45.4 | 38.3 | 33.1 | 28.5 | 27.0
Other psychiatrie .. ... 20, 700 24.2 1 100.0) [ 97.1 | 84.0 | 67.8 | 53.5 | 40.6 | £9.7 | 22.7 | 17.7 | 9.1 6.1 4.2 2.7 1.8
NWeurnlogieal ... 10,080 23.9 | 100.0 | 95.7 | 82.6 | 67.4 | 52.4 | 42.5 | 82.7 | 25.4 | 20.8 | 13.6 9.91 80| 6.4 6.0
General rnedieal and surgiced. . ... ... 184, 524 16.6 | 100.0 | 95.3 | 78.1 | 53.6 | 87.4 | 25.9 | 17.3 | 12.0 | 86| 41| 2.4 | 1.5 1.0 0.8
‘World War I and others_. ..o ... 177, 528 24.4 | 100.0 | 95.6 | 85.2 | 68.7 | 53.8 | 41.0 | 9.9 | 22.7 | 17.7 | 10.% 7.2 56| 4.5 3.9
7, 656 79.1 100.0 | 95.6 | 83.5 | 76.6 | 71.2 | 65.0 | 60.5 | 56.4 | 53.6 | 48.0 | 42.2 | 38.4 | 34.0 | 30.9
______________ 6, 396 39.9| 100.0 | 93.9190.1 | 79.4 | 69.4 | 59.5 | 49.9 | 45.0 | 41.1 | 33.2 | 26.9 | 26.8 | 23.6 | 21.9
Other psychiatrie. ... 3,876 22.4 | 100.0 | 95.4 | 83.0 | 63.8 | 50.8 | 35.6 | 26.9 | 23.5 { 17.0 | 11,5 | 7.7{ 53 | 4.6 4.0
Weurological ... - 7,644 20,21 100.0 | 94.8 [ 83.4 | 71.7 | 59.8 | 49.0 | 87.7 1 31.4 | 26.5 | 17.0 | 12.4 | 9.9 | 8.2 7.1
General rnedical and surgieed - oo .. 151, 956 23.2{ 100.0 | 95.7 67.9 | 52.1 | 38.8 | 27.2|19.6 | 14.5| 7.3 | 4.2| 28| 20 1.6

1 Dioes not inclucle hospital gains by transfer of VA patients.
2 Based on a 25-percent systematic random sample of adinissions from Jan. 1 to

Apr. 30, 1954,

8 One-half of the admissions In the given category have lengths of stayy greater than

the median; the other half, less thari the meclian, The median was computed on

the total number of adinissions for the given category, exclisive of cases with less
than 1 day of stay.

¢ Veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under
provisions of FPublic Law 28, 82d Cong.
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Tarre 17.—Percentage of VA patients admitied® to VA hospitajs who remained in hospital after specified number of days of ;;
hospitalization 0

[By period of service and type of patient, calendar year 1654}

Percentage of patients admitted who remained in hospital after specified number of days
Iistimated. | _ of hespitalization
number of | Median
Period of service and type of patient a%;xlliss(iions;, lientgtzh3 210
endar | of stay "
year 1054 ¢ 1 2 8 15 22 30 40 50 60 90 120 § 150 | 180 geg
All patients_ - oo 447, 336 20.9) 100.0| 96.4 1 81.7 | 6.3 | 47.7 | 36.4 | 27.2 [ 21.1[17.1] 10.8 | 8.0} 6.3 5.3 4.6
Tubercalous .. ...l 24, 360 80.8/ 100.0 | 93.9 | 80.3 | 74.8 | 71.0 | 66.9 | 53.3 [ 60.1 | 56.9 | 50.0 | 44.2 | 39.4 | 35.4 315
‘Psychiatric and neurological:
Psychotic. . ... 22, 980 78.8 | 100.0| 98.7 | 93.1{85.9| 79.2 | 71.8 | 65.2 | 60.3 | 56.2 | 46.3 | 39.9 | 35.1 [ 30.4 | 28.5
Qther psychiatric...... 26. 832 24.3 100.0 | 96.9 | 84.7 | 6.9 | 53.8 | 40.7 | 29.9 | 23.6 | 18.4 | 10.2| 6.7 | 46| 3.3 2.5
Neurological ... _________ 18, 912 28.5| 100.0 | 96.5| 84.6 | 7.2 | 68.2 | 48.2 | 37.3 1 30.1 | 25.4 | 16.6 | 12.3 | 9.9 | 8.3 7.5
General niedical ard surgical 354, 252 19.0 | 100.0 | 96.4 | 80.7 | 50.0§ 43.1 { 31.1 | 21.5 | 15.2 | 11.3 L5 3.3 2.2 1.5 1.2
Korean veterans . _ ..o oieeas 52, 788 17.2 100.0 | 96.6 | 76.3 | 5¢4.1 | 41.2 | 32.7 | 26.3 { 21.9| 19.1 | 13.8 | 1L 1 9.2 8.1 7.3
'Tuberculous 3, 588 103. 1 100.0 | 94.3 [ 82,9 | 76.3 | 75.3 | 72.6 | 59.6 | 65.9 | 61.2 | 53.4 | 45.5 | 37.8 | 35.1 | 3L.1
‘Psychiatric and neurologicall:
Psychiotie.__..____.._. 4, 80 137.1 100.0 | 98.3 { 96.0 | 92.3 | 87.5 | 82.3 | 77.8 [ 73.0 | 69.8 | 61.3 | 5.0 | 47.0 | 41.1 | 38.0
Qther psychiatric...._. 3,792 24.3 100.0 | 96.8 | 82.3 | 66.5 | 53.2 | 42.1 | 32.0 | 25.6 | 21.2 | 12.7 | 8.2 6.7 5.0 4.0
Neurological ...____.__.__ 2,184 37.4| 100.0 | 97.8 | 86.3 | 74.2 | 66.5 | 57.7 | 47.3 1 39.0| 35.2 [ 24.2 | 19.2 | 15.9 | 14.8 13.7
(Feneral medical ard surgical 38, 424 13.7 100.0 | 96.5 | 72.0 | 44.8129.6 [ 20.4 | 141 110.1 | 7.8 3.'7| 2.4]| 1.9 1.4 1.2 »
World WarII 226. 83€ 19.4 100.0 | 96.3 | 80.4 | 59.2 | 44.5 | 33.5 § 25.0 | 19.5 | 156.8 | 10.l 7.6 6.1 5.1 | 4.4 g
13, 392 9L.0{ 100.0 | 92.8 | 78.0 | 7.9 1 69.9 | 66.7 | 3.5 | 60.8 | 57.8 | 50.22 | 44.9 | 40.1 | 36.0 | 31.8 E
i 12, 048 83.2 | 100.0|98.8|93.5|86.7 | 81.0| 74.1|68.4|63.3|58.8| 47.4 | 4).1|34.8|29.8| 28.3 E
Other psychiatric._.._. 19, 320 24.8 | 100.0(97.2 {855 60.1|54.5|41.4|30.1 233|182 9.4 6.3| 44| 2.9 2.0 Fd
Neurological ... ._..._.___ 9, 456 25.7| 100.0 | 97.3 | 85.0 | 6.8 | 54.6 | 44.7 [ 34.3 | 26.7 | 21.8 | 14.2 [ 10.4 | 8.4 | 6.9 6.3 5
(Jeneral medical and surgical_ . 172, 620 17.0 | 100.0 | 96.2 | 78.9 | 54.6 ) 38.3 | 26.6 | 17.9 | 12.4 | 8.9 | 4.1 2.5 1.5 1.1 0.8 o
World WarTandothers.._____.________..._________ 167,712 34.6 | 100.0 | 96.5 | 85.2 | 68.9 | 54.2 | 41.5 | 30.4 | 23.1 [ 182 | 10. L | 7.0 | 5.4} 4.4 3.7 lad
"Tubereulous..... oo oo 7,380 78.1 | 100.0 | 95.6 | 83.3 | 76.4 | 70.9 | 64.7 | 50.0 | 56.1 | 53.3 | 47.8 | 42.4 [38.9 |34.5| 3.2 Q
PPsychiatric and neurolcgical :
Psychiotie. ... eiaiai 6,132 39.11 100.0 | 98.8]90.0 | 70.3 | 69.3 | 58.9149.1 | 44.6|40.5 | 32.5 {28.4 (26,2 [23.1| 21L56 <
COther psychiatric.. 3,720 22.2 | 100.0( 95.2 | 82.9 | 6.9 | 50.3 | 35.5 | 26.5 | 22.9 | 16.8 | 1.3 | 7.4 | 48| 4.2 3.8 m
Neurological ._.____.._._____ 7,272 29.9 | 100.0 | 95.1 | 83.7 | 7:160.4!49.8|381[32.0]27.2]17.3|127|10.1| 83 7.1 m
(Feneral medical and surgical 143, 208 23.5 100.0 | 93.6 | 85.2 | 68.1 | 52.5 | 39.2 | 27.7 | 20.1 | 15.0 5 44| 3.0) 2.2 1.7 &
r4
! Does riot include hospital gains by transfer of VA patients. the total number ¢f ad:missions for the given category, exclusive of cases with less ©
? Based on a 25-percent systematic random sample of admissions from Jan. 1 to than 1 day of stay. >
Apr. 30, 1954, 4 Voterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950, who are hospitalized tinder .
3 One-half of the admissions in the given category have lengths of stay greater than provisions of Fublic La'w 28, 82d Conzg. >
the medien; the other half, less than the median. The median was computed on H
(%]



TuBLE 18.—Percentage of VA patients admiited* to non-V.A hospitals who remained in hospital after specified number of days of
hospitalization

[By period of service and type of patient calendar year 1954]

Percentage of patients acmitted who remained :n hospital after specified number of dlays

Estimated of hospitalization
number of | Median
Period of service and type of patient admissions,| length
calendar | of stay 3 210
yealr 1954 2 1 2 8 15 22 30 40 50 60 90 120 150 | 180 | and
over
All patients. o oo 33, 204 14.9 100.0 | 96.9 | 72.3 | 49.5 | 35.4 | 5.6 | 18.7 | 14.1 {11.2| ©. 4| 55| 43| 3.7 a3
Tuberculous 1,464 77.5 100.0 | 99.2 | 86.1 | 80.3 | 77.1 | 73.8 | 67.2 | 61.5 | 55.7 | 45.9 | 36.9 | 20.5 | 25.4 | 24.8
Psychiatriec and neurclogical:
PSYChOtiCo e en 2,940 49.7 100.0 | 94.7 | 82.0 | 72.2 | 66.5 | 58.8 | 55.5 | 49.8 | 46.9 | 38.0 | 31.0 | 26.1 | 23.2 | 21.5
Other psychiatric. - 1, 980 17.4 100.0 | 95.2 | 67.3 { 53.3 | 43.6 | 83.3 | 26.7 | 18.2 | 13.9 | 7.9 | 6.1 491 3.6 1.8
Netrological ... - 1,152 12.0 100.0 | 89.6 | 58.3 | 43.8 | 30.2 | 18.8 | 16.7 | 1.5 | 9.4 | V.3 | 52| 42| 3.1 &1
QGeneral medical and surgical. - 25, 668 13.7 100.0 { 97.5 | 71.4 1 45,1 | 29.1 | 18.8 [ 11.1 7.1} 45| 1.6] 08 03 0.2 (.2
Korean veterans 4 _ oo 6, 456 11.0 100.0 | 97.4 | 62.3 | 33.6 | 22.7 | 5.4 | 1221 | 10.4| 9.3 | 8.2 6.3 | 47| 41 8.9
Tubereulous o e 264 50.0 100.0 |100.0 | 81.8 | 72.7 | 68.2 | 63.6 | 59.1 | 50.0 | 50.0 | 46.5 | 36.4 | 27.8 | 22.7 | 207
Psyechiatric and neurclogical:
Psychotic. o oooeoiceaaan 576 €0.0 100.0 | 97.9 | 81.3 | 72.9 [ 72.9 1 62.5 | 58.3 | 56.3 | 50.0 | 4.9 | 37.5 | 20.2 | 25.0 [ 2.0
Other psychiatrie. 444 23.3 100.0 | 91.9 | 75.7 | 56.8 | 51.4 | 43.2 | 32.4 | 24.3 | 18.9 | 16.2 | 10.8 | 8.1 8.1 b4
Neutrological oo oo 156 13.3 100.0 {100.0 | 61.5 | 46.2 | 30.8 | 23.1 | 15.4 | 15.4 | 15.4 | 15.4 | 15.4 7.71 7.7 v
General meclical and surgical . oo 5,016 9.7 100.0 | 97.6 | 57.9 [ 24.6 | 11.7 | 481 2.4 .7 L4} 071 05| 0.2 0.2 0.2
World War II... - 16, 932 13.9 100.0 | 96.2 | 68.6 | 46.4 | 33.5 | 25.0 | 19.4 | 150 | 125} 80| 6.3 | 5.0 4.3 o
Tuberculous 924 75.0 | 100.0 |100.0 | 85.7 | 81.8 | 79.2 | '76.6 | 67.5 | 63.6 | 5.8 | 44.1 | 37.7 | 3.2 | 27.3 | 24.7
Psychiatric and neurological:
Psychotic 2,100 45.5 100.0{ 93.1 | 81.1|70.9 | 640 | 56.0 | 53.1|47.4 | 45,1 133.7} 28.0|23.3| 2.0 | 10.2
Other psiychiatric. 1,380 14.3 100.0 | 95.7 | 62.6 | 48.7 [ 39.1 | 20.6 | 23.5{13.9 | 1.3 | <44 | 3.5 26| 0.9 0
Neurological........._-- 624 7.4 100.0 | 86.5 | 46.2130.8 | 19.2] 9.6 | 9.6 58| 58| 3.9 1.9 1.9 0 0
General meclical and surgical ..o e 11, 904 12.4 100.0 | 97.1 | 66.9 | 39.8 [ 246 | 15.7 | 9.8 | 6.1 3.9 | L3 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.2
World WarIand others....ooooooooooooo 9, 816 20.9 100.0 | 97.6 | 85.3 | 65.4 | 47.2 | 33.5 | 21.6 ; 15.0 | 10.3 | 5.8 | 3.6 2.8 2.3 2.1
BT T eIl 8 035 LU SRR 276 93.7 100.0 | 95.7 | 91.3 | 82.6 | 78.3 | 73.9 | 73.9 | €5.2 | 60.9 | 52.2 | 34.8 | 26.1 | 21.7 | 217
Psychigtric and neurological:
Psychotic 264 690.0 100.0 [100.0 | 90.9 | 81.8 | 72.7 | 72.7 | 68.2 [ £4.5 | 54.5 | 50).0 | 40.9 | 40.9 | 36.4 | 3L 8
Other psychiatrie 156 26.0 100.0 |100.0 | 84.6 | 84.6 | 61.5 | 38.5 | 38.5 | &8.5 | 23.1 | 15.4 | 15.4 | 15.4 | 15.4 7
Neurological.... 372 9.3 100.0 | 90.% | 7.4 | 64.5 | 48.4 | 32.3 [ 20.0{19.4 | 129 | 9.7 1 6.5 6.5( 6.5 6.5
General meclical and : 8,748 ©90.2 | 100.0 | 98.1 | 8.3 | 641|451 31.0|18.0|1L7 7.0} 2.6 1.1 0.6 0.3 0.3

1 Does not include hospital gains by transfer of VA patients.
2 Based on a 25-percent systematic random sample of admissions from Jan. 1 to

Apr. 30, 1954,

3 One-half of the ad:missions in the given category have lengths of stay greater than
the: median; the other half,\ ess than tae median. The median was computed on

the tots)] number of admissions for the given category, exclusive of cases with less
than 1 day of stay.

4 Veterans with active service on or after Jiane 27, 1950, who are hospitalized under
provisicns of Public Law 28, 82d Cong.
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TABLE 19.-—V.A patients discharged from VA and non-VA hospitals™

[By State of hospitalization. and veteran’s reported. State of residence calendar year 1954]

State of hospitalization

Total

Reported State of residence

: Con- District| : : .
Ala- Ari- | Arkan-| Cali- | Colo- . | Dela- Flor- | Geor- | ;- i~ Indi- Ken-
bama | zoma | sas | fornis | rado | P | ware {2000 ! iga gia | Y8R0 | 5is | ena | ToWa |Kansas| gooo
cut lumbia
TOtE - eeem oo 478,520 | 11,180 9,672 | 39,520 | 6,724 11,516 | 11,184 25,756 7,004

Continental United States. 460,076

11,152

9, 668

39, 508

6,724

11,516 | 11,184

Alabama.
Arizona._
Arkansas
California.
Colorado..
Connecticut.
Delaware_......_.

District of Columbis
Florida.._.

Kansas. .
Kentucky.
Louisiana_.
M

Mississippi
Missouri....
Montana..
Nebraska..
Nevada.__.
New Elampshi
New Jersey

8

8
252
]

564

-
(el
Q
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Oregon . ... cccoceceeemiamans
Pennsylvania_ ...
Rhode Island
flouth Carolina.
$louth Dakota..

Virginia_.
Wastington. .
West Virginia._. -
WiSCODSIT . o iccmiaee -
Wyoming oo ieeeas

Outside United Sitates. ...

Maska oo

Siee footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 19.—V A patients discharged from VA and non-V A hospitals *—~-Continued

Reported State of residence

State of hospitalization New

Louist | pppine | Mary- Massa- | npycnt. | Minne-| Missis-| Mis- | Mon- | Me- | Ne- New | New | New | T | North

X

ana land scelg?s- gan | sots | sippi | souri | tana |braska | vada Hs%rlgg Jersey |Mexico| York | 29 Dakota
Total. .. 10, 252 2 348 6,916 | 15,088 | 13,192 8,300 9,44) | 12,936 | 2,920 6, 056 1, 180 2,024 6,020 | 3,780 | 81,672 | 14,000 1,704
Continental United States.| 10,252 2 348 6,916 | 15088 | 13,188 8,300 | 9,440 | 12,936 2,920 6, 052 1, 180 2,216 6, 016 3,780 | 81,664 | 14, 00C 1,704

Alabama........o..oo______ | 36 |ccooon [P - 3 P : - 5 SSRNON SIS NNt RSN EY S PRSI R SR N SRR

Michigan ..
Minriesotia. 16 7,008 |
Mississippi-
Missouri-
Montana..
Nebraska
Nevada._....
New Hampshire_ i [ I 4 |- 4

New Jersey- - PR P, .- 4 4 |
WNew Mexico. . .
WNew York___ 12 |-
North Carolina 8 8 . 11, 968
Worth Dakota_- . ooooefoeeoooo oo e e | 808 || e
Ohio...._...__ . R 16
Oklahoms,... [ PN
Oregon.__. o1 4l 4] 12 8 |eceeeas 8 4 |ecoiae
Pennsylve 20 1o

T6l
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Rhode Island - ooooo oo fomiaean
South Carolina. ...
South Dakota-____

Virginia.____
Washington._. |
West Virginia oo |aae

Philippines,
Puerto Rico
Virgin 1slands. oo ocmmimmo e

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 19.—V A patients discharged from VA and non-V.A hospitals '—Continued

CL ]
]
'
Reported State of residence
Out-
b Sttatle 01;;1 P th | South Wash t | Wi USi"if:d
0s pitalization Okla- enn- | pyode | South | Sou Tenne- Ver- Vir- ash- | Wes! S | Wyo- | ol
Ohio Oregon| syl- Caro- | Da- o Texas | Utah v 1l ing- Vir- | con- y Staites
homa vania Island Tina kota siee mont | ginia ton ginia sin ming
Total oL 14,568 | 9,472 | 6,576 | 21,132 | 3,228 | 6,376 | 2,476 | 13,356 | 30,408 | 2,260 | 1,696 | 11,704 | 7,428 6,416 | &,744 1 1,648 | 18,692
Continental United States.| 14,564 | 9,472 | 6,576 | 21,128 | 3,228 | 6,372 | 2,476 | 13,356 | 30,408 | 2,260 1,696 | 11,700 | 7,412 | 5,416 | &,744 | 1,648 360

Michigan. ..
Minnesota__
Mississippl-
Missouri_...
Montana_

New Work._..
North Carolina._
North Dakota__

OT1680/ - e e omemcvrm e e
Pennsylvania . ... _____




‘Rhodle Island.
3outlx Carolina
3outh Dakota

25} S—
Philippiries, Republic of
Puerto Rico.....
Virgin Islands. -« o oocvoccome]ocamaae ROV DRSSPI PRSI P,

1 Excludes interhospital transfers and eases with less than 1day of stay. Includes deaths. Figures shovrn are estimates based on tabulations of a 25-percent systomaticrandom
samyple of patients reported discharged during the year.
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ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

TABLE 20.—Percent of patients discharged who were hospitalized in their State of
residence*

[VA and non-VA hospitals, calendar year 1954]

Place of hospitalization

Reported State of residence paﬁéhts Same State Other States
Number | Percent | Number | Percent

407,700 85.2 70, 820 14.8
389, 408 84.7 70, 420 15.3
8,992 80.4 2,188 19.6
4, 664 91.1 456 8.9
7,128 73.7 2, 544 26.3
37,996 96.1 1,524 3.9
6, 328 94.1 396 5.9
4,252 93.1 316 6.9
856 88.8 108 11.2
2,300 54.7 1, 904 45.3
9, 760 84.8 1,756 15.2
9, 080 81.2 2,104 18.8
1,756 69.4 776 30.6
22, 248 86. 4 3, 508 13.6
6, 432 71.9 2, 516 28.1
7,120 78.4 1,956 21.6
4,872 76.8 1,472 23.2
4,344 62.0 2, 660 38.0
9,164 89.4 1,088 10.6
1,992 84.8 356 15.2
Maryland. 6, 916 5,196 75.1 1,720 24.9
Massachuset 15,088 12, 876 85.3 2,212 14.7
Michigan.___ 13,192 12,196 92.4 996 7.6
, 300 7,008 84.4 1,292 15.6
9, 440 6, 332 67.1 3,108 32.9
12, 936 8, 652 66. 9 4,284 33.1
2,920 2, 536 86.8 384 i3.2
6, 056 5, 268 87.0 788 13.0
1,180 740 62.7 440 37.3
2,224 1,192 53.6 1,032 46. 4
6,020 3, 640 60. 5 2,380 39.5
3,780 3,120 82.5 660 17.5
31,672 30, 532 96. 4 1, 140 3.6
14, 600 11, 968 85.5 2,032 i4.5
1, 704 1,372 80. 5 332 19.5
........ 14, 568 12,480 8.7 2,088 14,3
Oklarnma. 7,480 79.0 1, 992 21.0
Oregon.._... 4, 940 75.1 1, 636 24.9
Pennsylvania_ 18, 824 89.1 2,308 10.9
Rhode Island. 2, 920 90.5 308 9.5
South Carolina._ 4, 668 73.2 1,708 26.8
South Dakota_ 2,196 88.7 280 11.3
Tennessee. .. 12,704 95.1 852 4.9
28, 380 93.3 2,028 6.7
2,172 96.1 88 3.9
1,548 91.3 148 8.7
8,784 75.1 2,920 24.9
‘Washington___ 6, 840 92.1 588 7.9
West Virginia_ 5,112 79.7 1,304 20.3
Wisconsin. . 7,196 82.3 1,548 7.7
1, 252 76.0 96 24.0
18, 292 97.9 400 2.1
Alaska 1,124 1,016 90. 4 108 9.6

Canal Zone.. 172 172 100.0 foceaooo__ 0
12 oo 0 12 100.0
2, 252 2,216 98. 4 36 1.6
Philippines, 52 20 38.5 32 61.5
Puerto Rico...____.._._ 14, 888 14, 860 99.8 28 0.2
Virgin Islands. 24 8 33.3 16 66.7
GOthers 168 |ccacocmans 0 168 100.0

! Excludes interhospital transfers and cases with less than 1 day of stay. Includes deaths.

Figures

shown are estimates based on tabulations of a 25-percent systematic random sample of patients reported

discharged during the year.
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TABLE 21.—Applications for hospitalization and domiciliary care.
{Fiscal year 1955]

Applications Hi‘z’gffgg‘]' D onéigelmry

Pending, beginning of year ! ... icccccmane 4, 538 535
Total received during year. . ______ ... 972, 467 32,344
From veteran or his representative 845, 390 23,265

By transfer or reinstatement.____ 127,077 9,079
Total dispositions 972, 268 32,440
By transfer - e 129,821 7,967
Net diSpoSitions .o e 842, 447 24,473
Eligible and in need of eare_ ... ... 528,123 19,787

Not eligible or not inneed of care.. ... oL 314,324 4, 686
Pending end of year ..o 4,737 439

1 Adjusted.

TaBLE 22, —Outpatients given medical care by purpose of visit

[Fiscal year 1955]
Number of outpatients visiting
Staff physicians
Purpose of visit Feo-basis
‘ee-bas!
Total Out- physicians
Total patient | Other?
clinics !

All PUIPOSeS._ - - e e eeee e 2, 267,168 1,647,969 1,536,890 | 111,079 619, 199
Compensation or pension.. ... _______________ 429,174 | 385,020 | 372,192 12,828 44,154
Determine need for hospital or domiciliary care.._... 136,338 | 128,918 | 128,918 | _________ 7,420
Qutpatient treatment__ . ____._ . ____...__ 1, 598,385 |1,035,149 | 956, 552 78, 597 563, 236
Vocational rehabilitation. . - 17,827 15,003 14,383 710 2,734
Insurance________.____.____ 25,213 24,734 22,513 2,221 479
Other 3. e 60, 231 59, 055 42,332 16, 723 1,176

1 Includes established clinics in regional offices, regional office-hospital centers, hospitals, Veterans Bene-
fits Office, D. C., and outpatient clinic at Boston, Mass.

2 Includes hospitals having no formal outpatient clinies but providing outpatient services at the request
of established outpatient clinics.

¢ Includes outpatient services for foreign beneficiaries and beneficiaries of other Federal Government
agencies, emergency cases provided care as a humanitarian measure, and patients on rolls at VA hospitals
who receive treatment in outpatient clinics,

NoTE.—An “Qutpatient visiting”’ is defined as a person who receives outpatient medical services one or
more times during a given month,
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TABLE 23.—Applications for outpatient dental treatment

[Fiscal years 1954-55]

/ETERANS AFFAIRS

Fiscal year
Applications

1954 1955
449,728 392, 896
310, 054 200, 544
139, 674 102, 352
Total dispositions during year-_.._.________________________________________ 614, 680 386, 3E
Treatment authorized 294,972 157, 381
Treatment not authorized 1__ 319, 708 228, 966
Pending authorization for treatment, end of year 2 143, 039 156, 923

1 Legally ineligible,

2 Includes application:

he g
examination not authorized, examination authorized but not completed, examination completed but

treatment not authorized.

TABLE 24.—Outpatient dental examination and treatment cases completed

[By VA staff and fee-basis dentists, fiscal years 1948-55]

Examination cases completed Treatment cases completed
By fee-basis By fee-basis
Fiscal year By VA dentists By VA dentists
Total 4 staﬁt Total a staﬁ‘t
entists entists
Number Oocsg.sger Number Cocsatsé)er

199, 776 130, 694 69, 082 $15.14 165, 213 53,013 112, 200 $119.72
278,646 | 155,476 | 123,170 14,26 1 302,720 | 57,086 | 245 634 99, 52
419,431 258, 635 160, 796 13. 66 260, 409 61, 745 198, 664 96.72
440, 039 242, 322 197,717 13.42 | 362,236 60, 589 301, 647 96. 66
424, 807 261, 503 163, 304 13.21 348, 392 76,036 | 272,356 90.12
527, 487 322,732 | 204,755 13.47 430, 065 87,088 342, 977 86. 85
578,836 | 315,680 | 263,150 13.20 | 513,742 83,372 | 430,370 82,12
701,187 | 280,560 | 420,627 13.17 | 655,815 53,198 | 602,617 74.16
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TasLE 25.—Admissions and discharges of domiciliery members, members remain-
ing and operating beds in VA domiciliaries
[Fiscal years 1937-55]
Domiciliary members
Fiscal year and VA domiciliaries N . hgﬂeﬁﬁg%ﬂ
Admissions 1| Discharges ! h?;‘fé%glg
1055, total . e cimcaeann 20,168 19,105 16,858 17, 676
Arizona: Whipple ____ . 238 229 153 153
California: Los Angeles_ 3,024 2, 868 2, 864 3,074
Florida: Bay Pines_.. 702
971 G092 458 500
417 401 522 522
5: Wadsworthe ceocoooccaoo 1,011 1,038 934 1,039
Mississmpi Biloxi_ - 819 2 806
New York: Bath_ - 1,435 1, 366 1,348 1,426
Ohio: Dayton“ - 2,205 1, 966 1,893 2,138
Oregon: Camp White__..._....__ - 856 859 1
South Dakota: Hot Springs - 576 559 494 548
Tennessee: Mt. Home. . oooooommeoeeooo 3,162 3,062 1,754 1,781
1'OXa8:
Bonham. .o 596 583 303 303
Temple 407 228 361 361
Virginia: Xecoughtan____.____. 1,270 1,103 1,224 1,303
West Virginia: Martinsburg. - 7
Wisconsin: Wood- .- .__..________ 1,512 1, 583 1,481 1, 640
Member employees in VA hospitals _—......._ 356 281 207 oo cemeeee
1954 19,251 19, 679 16, 880 17, 589
1653 18,088 19,014 16,629 17,710
1952 19, 321 19, 704 16,710 17,807
1951 18, 837 20, 276 16,279 17,576
1950 19,926 19, 998 16, 694 17, 630
1949_ 19, 961 18,746 16, 267 17,254
1948 20, 355 20,077 14,275 16,174
1947 19, 823 18, 782 13,458 16,101
1946_ 15,153 17,522 11,320 14,813
1945. 15,1456 15, 524 8,870 13,311
1044 15,095 16,790 8, 647 13,289
1943. 16, 578 20, 878 9, 069 15, 995
1942. 24,019 27,936 11, 506 17, 922
1941 27,927 ) 13, 926 18, 002
1940 27, 462 27,775 16, 238 17,973
1939. 28, 184 27,987 15,157 15, 736
1938. 28, 191 25, 842 14, 106 15, 945
1637 25,763 24,318 11,020 13,484

1 Excludes interdomiciliary transfers.
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TABLE 26.—Recreation activities in VA hospitals and domiciliaries

[Aug. 1, 1954, through June 30, 1955]

S General medical
Tuberculous Neuropsychiatric and surgical Members
Type of activities
Activity POHERE 14ctivity POUCOL |4 otivigy| POt |4 opivigy) Member
: partici- partici- : partici- : partici-
periods pations periods pations periods pations periods pations

Adantnd annrtar

311,960 | 132,946 3,405,144 | 26,304 | 644,644 | 14,465 | 439,327
77,184 | 21,637 11,000,755 | g 058 | 14279901 B398 | ano 785

Orafts and hobbies_ 3 4,376 34,633 | 10,097 39,990 | 18,086 267 900
Dramaties. ...__.. 10, 195 413,834 7.212 210, 934 819 105, 833
Motion pictures. - ,311, 72,805 16, 409, 100 90, 324 (2, 370, 461 7,114 | 1,193, 654
Muslc ........ 98, 143 |2, 102, 258 42,197 947 274 14,046 413,728
Newspapers. 1z, 937 69, 046 5, 536 16, 365 1,876 6, 308
Social and Club a 84,052 (3, 441, 518 57,037 (1,824,379 10, 166 651, 006
Other 21,820 . 56,183 | 32,813 | 664,187 | 15201 | 120,870

Note.—During the period there were 639,000 hours of radio operation, 341,000 television hours scheduled,
and 851,000 recreation volunteer visits.

TABLE 27.—General library aciiviiies in VA hospiials and domiciliaries

[ Y TP
{riscal year i955]

Book stock Circulation
Type of station

Numher | ForDpa- Jumhber | PCT Da-

STRESST ) tient 1 | VRPN ) tient 1
ANl Stations. oo il 1, 259, 793 12 | 3,575,083 34
Tuberculosis hospitals 171, 850 21 621,883 7
Neuropsychiatric hospitals..___________ 331,212 6 596, 947 12
General medical and surgical hospitals. 739, 501 21 2,274,012 48
Domiciliaries 17,230 1 82,241 5

1 Rased on average dail

&
"3
o
4
I3
£]
B
o
«©
£
i

TABLE 28.—Medical library activities in VA hospitals, domiciliaries, and

outnatient clinice

{Fiscal years 1952-55]

Activities 1955 1954 1953 1952

Book stock (books only)___
Cireunlation—hooks and jonrn
Interlibrary loans. ._____.___
Reference questions answered.

488,325 | 448,014 | 441,154 | 369,600
2 o7rao7e | ezoea | 720adi | ee9) s02
- 54, 458 54, 767 48,139 48, 266
72,894 69, 378 67, 462 65, 564
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TABLE 29.—Summary of VA voluntary service activities

[Fiscal year 1955]

Monthly average number of all volunteers working and hours worked

Total hours worked

during year
- General medical
. 3 Tuberculosis Neuropsychiatric o : £0ili "
Program served Total + and surgical Domiciliaries Regional offices
hospitals ! hospita. hospitals 1 All woc
volun- volun-
teers teers 2
Volunteer| Hours |Volunteer| Hours |Volunteer| Hours |Volunteer| Fours |Volunteer| Hours |Volunteer| Hours
workers | worked | workers | worked | workers | worked | workers | worked | workers | worked | workers | worked
Nursing service.__._..___... 6,453 77,498 263 2, 600 811 9, 358 5,319 64, 653 17 119 43 768 | 929, 981 844, 667
Physical medicine and
rehabilitation:
Corrective therapy_..... 224 2, 747 4 56 73 833 139 1,805 4 12 4 41 32, 964 31, 467
Educational therapy-... 252 3,763 21 275 131 1, 882 95 1,444 4 144 1 18 45,162 42, 731
Marnwal arts therapy... 86 1,415 5 7 49 688 31 62! (i} 0 1 24 16, 986 16, 086
Occupational therapy.. 1,463 19,078 120 1,777 701 8,190 641 9, 069 ) 5 1 37| 228,932 213, 535
Physical therapy_...___.. 143 1, 628 10 24 340 114 1,228 0 0 4 50 19, 531 18,448
Bocial work service.......... 347 4,027 44 353 107 1,026 190 2, 562 6 86 0 0 48,324 45, 850
Special service:
Office of chief...__.._.__.. 5,756 50, 396 544 5,277 526 4,927 4, 660 39, 776 26 416 0 0| 604,754 513,062
Library..... . 1,416 18, §28 116 1,917 347 4,143 9 12, 690 9 78 0 0| 225,940 211,197
Recreation.. 58,325 | 222,098 4,217 15, 940 19, 674 80, 250 33,507 | 121,185 927 4,753 0 0 |2,665,171 | 1,210,194
Chaplain service.. 7,370 23, 678 752 1,699 1,796 5, 482 4,785 16, 360 37 137 0 0§ 284,133 114, 335
ther . ________________. 5,006 46, 308 264 2,263 788 5,977 3,884 37, 068 1 69 973 | 555,702 448, 324

1 Includes domiciliary sections of hospital-domiciliary centers.

2 Volunteer workers who served on regularly scheduled assignments.

3 Monthly average less than 0.5.
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TaBLE 30.—Living veterans who were receiving compensation, pension, disability allowance, or retirement pay and deceased veoter-
ans whose dependents were receiving compensation or pension benefits at the end of each fiscal year, the amounts erpended

for these benefits during the fiscal years 1925--55 and the total amounits expended to June
and for the Regular Establishment

30, 1924 and 1955 for each war

Total War of 1812 Mexican War
Unclassified !
Fiscal year Living veterans Deceasecl veterans Living veterans| Deceased veterans Living veterans Deceasied veterans
Number l Amount Numnber Amount Amount Amournt Number Amount; Nunmber ‘ Amount | Numbe: ] Amount
Total to
goullgiﬁg $36, 937, 509, 431. 03 $86, 513, 425. 54 | $14, 019, 736. 48 $32, 198, 654. 09 $28, 748, 11'7. 32 $33, (032, 481. 75
1955 ____._.|2,668,'786 | $1, 969, 835, 135.09 | 808,303 | $6¢i4,457,400.91 | . o | - R R [ IR 9 $4, 681. 50
1954 _ .. 2,590, 411 | 1,838,328,425.16 | 777,988 [ 612,183,266.25 | .. | e e e e 10 4,690, 47
1953, ... .. 2,505,334 | 1,768,225,493, 11 | 747,750 | 608, 081,036. 75 | .. e o 12 7,504. 00
1952 _ ... 2,417,998 | 1,568, 145,601.22 | 706,830 | 537,827,381.35 | ... | e e 19 11, 047.33
1951 ____.__12,373,577 | 1,534,992,677.19 { 682,601 | 500,995, 286.21 |__._ | oo e eme e i e e 22 12, 541.00
1950 .. .- 2,368,238 | 1,524,128,893.21 | 658,123 | 485,333,399.12 | ___ .| e ol 24 13, 816. 00
1949 ____.__ 2,313,545 | 1,433,980, 611).33 | 635,588 | 47,3012, 501.45 | . e e e 29 16, 967. 33
1948 ... 2, 315 1]39 1,435,717, 523.83 | 603.286 | 384,967,820.43 | . | e e e e 33 22,439.73
I 1,365, 399, 8055. 42 | 566,468 | B366,57:2,976.10 || mem e et e e 47 25 467.07
910, 324, 987.05 | 501,628 | 305, 363, 150. 16 R 160.00 f_ oo feemooaoo 51 26 825. 67
547, 134,335.35 | 369,498 | 185, 400 966. 58 | .o 1 240.00 oo feinoioao 53 31,129.24
368, 362, 393. 58 | 253, 451 ;56, 001, 994.85 |- oo ieeoos 1 240.00 | ..l 66 309, 048.33
329, 574,732.85 | 238,508 | 112,785,587.02 | .o ..o |ooo___ 1 240.00 (oo e 82 49, 324. 00
320,373, 502.72 | 236,035 | 110, 910, 200. 21 1 240.00 ... ___lo__._______ 95 54, 966. 34
319, 887, 183.46 | 237,515 | 113,223, 769.30 1 240.00 |- 107 65, 772.33
314, 434,413.91 | 239,176 | 114, 704, 050. 65 1 240. 00 |. 130 84, 613.33
. 307, 512, 130). 34 | 239,674 | 109,191, 738.02 1 190.00 | 168 | 102, 844.28
i 301,276, 71'7.25 | 236,105 | 101, 491, 978.72 1 840.00 |- oo 195 | 116, 687.99
1937 .. _. 598 510 299, 659, 837.31 | 243, 427 06, 37}, 214. 81 2 840.00 {_ ... |ecceoooC 221 | 132,776.34
1936 ... __ 600 1562 299, 000, 803. 47 | 251, 470 €19, 991, 669. 31 2 1,390.00 | o | 247 | 154,135. 42
1935, ___..__ 585, 0955 278, 006, 893.15 | 252, 982 €6, 40, 271. 42 4 2,681.00 {- .. | 294 | '180,316.20
1934 _______ 581, 925 227,797, 923.21 | 257, 630 €3, 573, 863. 67 7 3,222.50 |2 oo e 351 | 198, 558.20
1933 997,018 428, 456, 151.69 | 272,749 | 122, 103, 190. 54 7 3,906.67 |. 415 | 985,133.68
1932 ... 994, 351 421, 367, 01/5. 55 | 283,695 | 124, 409, 746. 13 7 4,000.00 |- 478 | 825, 080. 46
1931__.._._.| 790,782 364, 652, 553. 50 | 289,205 | 123, 7313, 384. 42 8 5,391.00 |. 547 | 844, 975.00
1930 ... 542, 610 200,474, 8011.10 | 298,223 | 127, 958. 007. 81 PR 10 5,703.34 |...oo__.___ 630 | $94,394.21
1929 . _____. 525, (161 287, 065, 745. 65 306, 003 | 131,751, 896. 41 PO 11 7,201. 67 1 239 26 730 | 470, 454.35
1928 .___._. 516, 166 2836, 640, 6665. 14 | 317.798 | 124, 124, 672.17 R, 14 8, 903. 34 4 5', 886. 00 845 | 1338, 520. 46
1927 . . 489, 805 277,854, 011.13 | 326,575 | 125, 7755, 666. 43 I, 17 9, 805. 36 6 v, 732.39 970 | 561, 233.84
1926_.______ 472, 623 247, 259, 215. 27 | 334,465 | 125, 0212,272.44 |_ DU 20 7,400.00 9| 1%, 045.66 1,080 | «22,747.03
1925 _____. 456, 130 223,164, 174,32 | 333,609 | F123,683,805.22 | .. | 21 9,392. 00 17 lb, 818. 54 1,257 1 491, 078. 92
1924 an d
prior
years..... $7, 436, 861, 678. 61 86, 513, 425.54 | 14, 019, 736. 48 $32, 126, 186. 91 $28, 702, 752. 61 $27, §42, 611. 70

1 Includes $70,000,000 oxpended for the Revolutionary War.

3 Accrued disability payments.

N
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Fiscal year

[ndian wars

Civil War

L

Spanish-Arnerican War

Living veterans

aa——
4G)iseasﬁaterans

Living veterans

|
( Diseased,veterans N

Total to June
30, 196¢

Living veterans l(‘ Diseased ;erans
p,
“

Number Amount Number Amount Nuniber Amount Number Amount Number Amount Number Amount
$59,:479,530.08 $51,849,067.33 $8,187,115,1£4.46 $2,839,851,294.04 $830,706,784.49
188 | $286, 7:35. 69 1,234 | $765, 594. 42 1 $1, 696. 42 6,020 | $3, 672, 806.69 60,125 | $81, 268, 267. 70 81,883 |$:35, 072, 316, 81
226 337, 0114. 39 1,298 802, 647. 10 1 1, 634. 67 6, 892 4,087,937.35 66,375 | 87,964, 515. 79 82,054 | 33,210, 185,71
278 397, 1'79. 38 1,401 875, 783. 96 1 2,580.00 |© 7,729 4, 710, 055. 48 72,447 | 94, 364, 939. 03 81, 681 | 52,978, 516. 27
316 396, 387. 63 1, 553 883, 805. 38 3 5, 736. 00 8, 898 5,127,297, 42 79,110 | 94,518,871 21 81,436 | 19, 769, 824. 19
376 496, 334. 20 1,636 968, 014. 65 6 14, 175. 10 10, 260 6, 915, '785. 74 85, 246 | 100, 750, 070. 25 80, 448 | 48,873, 916. 66
530 599 719. 59 1,799 | 1,054, 449. 29 15 24, 045. 64 11,132 6,798, 518. 03 91, ¢84 | 107,731, 178.08 79,624 | 18,426, 673, 81
623 706, 552, 24 1,977 | 1,145, 995.76 26 49, 374. 69 13, 430 7 839, 018, 91 99,227 | 114, 820, 995. 07 78,636 | 47, 762, 060. 69
710 757, 443. 65 2,090 | 1,135, 869.08 49 94, 490. 63 16, 323 8, 924,774, 63 106, 698 | 126, 906, 930. 64 77,336 | 38,190, 877. 88
841 781, 45, 57 2,289 | 1,147, 040. 85 91 124, 841,17 18,715 8,910,:197.27 | 114,890 | 108, 351,317.77 75,070 | 36,778, 482. 65
971 856, 148. 74 2,496 | 1,233, 661. 57 154 203, 041. 19 21,504 | 10,213,875.54 | 121,572 | 107, 734, 893. 98 73,037 | 31, 606, 985. 68
1,115 955, 573. 20 2,673 | 1,305, 867. 10 229 328, 846. 77 24,521 | 11,544,1251.06 | 128 104 | 111,313, 837. 14 71,955 | 31,483, 63:. 89
1,278 994, 654. 96 2,885 | 1,234, 566. 33 383 546, 898. 88 27,650 | 13,348,325.51 | 133,408 | 100, 595, 494. 34 67, 059 24, 460, 404. 35
1,475 | 1,156, 235. 90 3,319 | 1,252 618.21 625 870, 564. 63 32, 552 | 15,682,350.46 | 140,093 | 99, 457, 260. 43 64, 391 23, 531, 288, 05
1,713 | 1,332, 595.20 3,676 | 1,330, 940. 07 975 1, 340, 514. 775 37,714 | 18,184,038.41 | 146, 886 | 102, 692, 905. 36 62,947 | 22,981,247, 54
1,955 | 1,504,114.43 3,836 | 1,404, 348. 46 1, 560 2, 049, 976. 78 43,313 | 21,123,490.17 | 153,072 | 105, 273,998, 31. 60, 555 | 22, 083, 08+ 89
2,216 1, 694 432. 65 4,055 | 1,483 472.19 2, 381 3,158, 998. 10 50,141 | 24,631,254.83 | 159,230 | 106, 203, 201. 30 57,720 | 21,224, 174.53
2,525 {1, 854, 131.99 4,251 | 1,564, 663. 34 3, 516 4, 622, 304. 21 57,915 28, 556, 447. 43 165, 710 | 105, 065, 718. 76 55,882 | 20,232,011 22
2,814 | 1,889, 161.99 4,426 | 1,628, 059.30 5,048 6, 448, 253. 46 66,873 | 32,784,881.19 | 170,755 | 98,850,424 84 53,346 | 19, 332, 593. 49
3,119 | 1,811, 536.67 4,590 | 1, 68L,906. 66 7,031 8,967, 519. 20 76,131 | 37,628,438.76 | 175361 | 96,618, 456. 10 50,292 | 18,305, 668. 73
3,513 | 2,019, 230.01 4,648 | 1,730, 297.99 9,664 | 12,298, 487.129 87,543 | 43,338,321.98 | 179,169 | 91,872, 486.05 48,872 | 16,711, 619. 06
3,899 | 2,138,494.97 4,745 | 1,714,071, 03 13,273 | 16,144, 255.36 | 100,200 | 47,385,327.36 | 164,502 | 66,252, 826.14 39,045 | 11, 500, 469. 06
4,370 | 2,178,191. 07 4,606 | 1,537, 856. 10 18, 455 2() 051 397.35 112, 577 49, 763, 325. 78 165, 231 47,933, 272.10 35,022 7, 660, 839. 78
4,774 | 2,908, 111.40 4,446 1, 807, 596. 17 23, 877 31, 300,417.78 | 125, 66,972, 158.65 | 194, 473 | 109, 016, 660. 00 38,797 | 16, 268, 9922. 48
5,102 | 2,867, 136, 98 4,453 | 1,708, 423.07 31,090 | 37,958,493.114 | 139,924 | 69,907,267.74 | 197,073 | 99,118, 249. 74 36,802 | 14, 640, 207. 69
5,360 | 2,834,716.78 4,302 | 1,650, 201. 69 39,449 | 45,952,130. 16 | 153,437 | 76,041,:520.30 | 193,792 | 88,997,801.76 33,437 | 13,2:8,678. 20
5,454 | 2,942, 208.17 4,191 | 1,612, 907. 05 49,018 | 46,086, 774.40 | 167,674 | 79,698, 159.03 | 186,811 | 71,369, 072.55 30,919 | 12, 381, 648. 69
5,574 | 2,929,346.20 4,000 | 1,522, 188. 52 59,984 | 57,119,891.'76 | 181,235 | 86,474,:399.92 | 179,218 | 65,461, 824. 31 28, 643 | 11, 383, 879. 97
5,267 | 2,618,139, 84 3,604 | 1,338, 753. 96 74,972 | 69,710,306.28 | 197,934 | 79,958,1569.91 | 165,075 | 60,058, 722.71 26,195 | 10, 615, 696. 56
3,915 | 1,356,271, 82 3,100 657,474. 60 90,049 | 81,665, 502.37 | 212,642 | 84,827,706.21 | 139,091 | 47,716, 422.69 23,547 | 9, 516, 405. 61
3,821 | 1, 309 510. 41 3,081 590,675.53 | 106,844 | 85,735,598.09 | 226,650 | 85,870,024.28 | 122,388 | 24,233,115.04 20,811 | 5,900,103, 63
3,924 1 351 707.92 3,034 607,402.11 | 126,626 | 95,455,326.21 | 241,193 [ 90,753,068.15 | 101,871 | 19,728, £76.36 18,363 | 5,369, 624.53

$13,168,916.44

$12,471,015.79

$0,427,106,586.49

$97,608,688.48

$29,064,671.19
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TABLE 30.—Living veterans who were receiving compensation, pen sion, disability allowance, o retirement pay and deceased veter-
ans whose dependents were receiving compensation o1 pension bencfits at the end of each fiscal year, the amounts expenced
for these benefits during the fiscal years 1925--55 and. the total amounts expended to June 30, 1924 and 1955 for each war
and for the Regular Establishment—Continued

Fiscal year

Regular Establishment

World War I

Living veterans

Emergency officers’

Living veterans ‘Deceased veterans Total Service-connected. 3 retivernent ¢
Numbeir Amount Number Amount Nunzber Amount Number Amount Number | Amnount

$585, 108, 385. 34 $199, 010, 801. 10 $8, 714, 160, 774. 30 $6, 075, 631, 796. 23 $130, 683, 37:4. 59
63, 20§ | $43, 345, 243.78 18,736 | $17,212,510.07 | 715,967 | $641,808,036.00 | 259,413 | 1229, 672, 610.71 1,789 | $3,803,372.77
63, 115 | 42,073,497.70 18, 613 18, 096 327.89 | 670,333 £79, 704, 428.71 250, 637 229, 615, 718. 66 1,827 | 4, 02;7, 503. 87
62,207 | 42,293,135.43 18,780 lwa, 533, 428.29 | 632,312 £43,383,285.54 1 260,990 239,303, 317. 21 1,572 | 3,285, 042.86
60,308 | 37,727,129.36 18,888 | 15,920,207.82 | 593,765 468,237,970.27 | 270,963 222, 246,189.16 1,705 | 3, 390, 834. 85
58,748 | 36,7183, 259.91 <, 622 19 021,259.16 | 562, 288 438, 830,390.75 | 262,082 228, 550, €44. 83 1,921 | 4,042, 616,38
53,764 | 34,689,279, 27 7, 470 14 347,700.20 | 520,925 596, 6:25,410.22 | 203, 276 224, 614, 786. 56 2,174 | 4,319,009, 44
48,178, 28, 565, 746. 18 14,163 1[, 196, 340.38 | 479,446 346,493,151, 40 | 304,258 216, 044, €59. 511 2,232 | 4,427,350.02
43,436 | 23,373,857.17 13, 513 3, 226, 600. 80 | 449 609 317,396,869.46 | 313,828 211, 458, £62. 16 2,298 | 4,580,050.71
42,958 | 22,567,016.71 15, 263 8, 588, 507. 07 | 437,155 294,108, 278.22 | 320, 352 206, 594, £41.08 2,374 | 4, 6&8 045. 58
43,717 | 17,998, 285.73 14, 813 5,062, 531. 65 | 422,429 233, 608, 138. 85 24, 758 172, 551, £41. 09 2,437 | 3,97 6 921. 55
42,926 | 18,737,740.79 13, 666 3,162,021, 55 | 425,589 237,495, 504.53 | 332,628 180, 349, €01. 86 2,484 | 4,084,049.12
42,806 | 16,902,171.97 15, 692 15,304, 661. 54 | 425,543 204, 665,803.28 | 337,311 162 466 €28. 74 2,532 | 4,202,834 33
43,197 | 17,162, 826. 52 18, 661 5,649, 537.27 | 428.964 208, 107,227.65 | 341, 505 165 865 297.31 2,581 | 4,362, 639.47
41,5880 | 15, 623, 585. 08 11,929 3,670,338.41 | 432,409 199,371, 995. 01 348 103 168 362 £12. 2,646 |« 4,405,889.98
37,5200 | 14, 382,840.09 10, 860 3,286,452.75 | 424,819 196, 676, 253. 85 349, T2 169, 142,735. 47 2,617 | 4,114,971.80
36, 051 12 728, 872. 47 10,126 3,082,803.78 | 410, 244 190, 648,859.39 | 348, 164 168, 387, 884. 83 1,784 | 2,936,250.11
34,184 8 924, 468. 26 0,415 2,910,175.04 | 396. 821 187,040, 507.12 | 342,072 166, 948, 863. 0L 1,813 | 2,9¢1,326.30
33,062 8, 8613, 785.83 £, 725 2,645,831. 53 | 389, 169 185, 2:0,091.13 | 340, 590 166, 875, 363. 36 1,831 | 3,117,229.96
33, 036 8,047,027.17 &, 109 2,467,076.75 | 379.963 183, 315,2938.17 | 336, 528 166, 417, 519. 36 1,841 § 3,138, 956.75
31,192 7,434, 834. 45 7, 5056 2, 275,630.66 | 377,024 185,375, 77). 67 | 337,767 169, 382, 036. 92 1,811 | 3,283, 359.64
32, 124 7,341, 495. 86 7,240 1,896,103.96 | 372,157 186, 1229, 825.82 | 336, 876 171,877, 328. 10 1,677 | 2,709,127.88
20, 484 6, 223, 411. 08 &, 838 1,609, 189.39 | 363, 685 151,411,651.61 | 332,216 139, 445, 822. 97 1,566 { 2,181,249. 52
19, 55¢ 5,241, 451. 38 4, 807 1,159, 026. 68 | 755, 235 279,989, 423,13 | 336,746 184, 833, 898. 60 6,007 | 9,968,980.32
18, 391 4, 861, 875. 59 4, 571 1,105,643.84 | 742 695 276, 561, 183.24 | 328, 696 189, 549, 809. 30 6,415 | 11,553, 143. 57
16, 920 4,279, 663. 04 4,128 089, 895.37 | 535, 261 222, 538,2353.76 | 299, 320 181, 911, 075. 67 6,364 | 10,937, 594. 04
15, 661 3, 80:2, 089. 76 &, 830 894,741.62 | 285, 666 166,274, 152.22 | 279, 584 155 044 890. 21. 6,083 | 11,229, 262.01
14, 758 3, 655, 087. 62 &, 699 847,588.90 | 266, 426 157,807,355.50 | 262,183 153 101 697. 74 4,243 | 4,795,658.76
13, 66£ 3, 255, 566. 50 &, 665 840,196. 73 | 257, 583 150,901,994.81 | 257, 583 1.50 991, 994. 81.
13, 08¢ 2,958, 571.78 &, 455 850,4908.44 | 243, 659 144, 149, 490. 08 243 650 144, 149, 490. 08
13, 028 2,713, 805. 36 E-, 923 941,093.96 | 226, 533 133, 245, 133, 81 226 533 133, 255, 139. 81.
12,399 2,471, 169. 57 3, 762 879, 115. 09 211, 693 104 l«l 275.72 211, 694 104, 141, 275, 72

$4¢, 229, 593. 93 $18, 327, T74. 51 $502, 476, 858, 38 $502, 475, 858. 38

2 Includes cases paid under general pension laws prior to fiscal year 1934 and special act cases.
4 Includes provisional, probationary, or temporary officers.
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Fiscal year

World War I—Continued

Living vererans—Con.

Deceased veterans

Disatility allowance or
non-service-connected

Total

Service-connectecl &

Non-servics-connected

Number

Amount

Number

Amount

Number

Amount

Number

Amount:

1925.. . -
1924 end prior years__

$2, 507, 345, €03. 48

$2, 801, 379, 894. 21

$1, 451, 585, 558, 62

$1, 339, 714, 335. 59

474,760
417, 8697
369, 75()
321,097
278, 285

407, 584

1408, 302, 952. 52
346, 121, 201. 13
300, 794, 925. 47
242, 600, 955. 213
206, 227, 129. 51
167, 691, 524. 22
126, 021, 141. 87
101, 357, 956. 59

82, 845, 391. 53
57,139, 376. 21
53, 061, 553. 55
37, 996, 340. 21
37, 879, 290. 87
26, 603, 293. 11
23, 418, 546. 53
19, 324, 715. 45
17, 100, 317. 81
15, 227, 497. 81
13, 758, 823.03
12, 710, 374. 11
11, 543, 369. 84

9, 784, 579, 1.2
85, 186, 547.12
75, 458, 233. 37
29, 689, 567.05

361, 811
344,120
326, 501
306, 164
296, 698
284,110

$230), 464, 513. 62
218, 204, 560. 68
210, 789, 657, 28
182,971,948, 49
180}, 336, 236. 17
175, 968, 984. 59
167,395, 219, 22
15¢, 555, 088, 44
142, 537.034. 36
111, 842 051. 44

74,748 817.78
63, 603, 696. 16
62, 849, 465, 10
641, 498, 654. 54

4, 263, 380. 70
64, 197, 401. 99
545, 825,406, 71
441,983, 085. 22
36,153, 507. 57
34, 780, 274. 20
33, 721, 302. 81
3., 785,871, 92
35, 586, 376. 21
36,719, 123. 33
31,445 622, 86
33,970, 453. 87
31,049 183. 08
30, 823, 931. 21
20), 343, 542. 07
31,199, 328. 01
25, 474, 214, 42

65,979
$98, 201, 960. 16

]

$53, 389, 443, 84
48, 941. 587. 83
61,977, 403. 37
52,784, 785.19
55, 138, 593. 10
57,032, 4655. 78
57, 490, 932.04
53, 117, 951L. 58
52,671,728.19
47,661, 16 16
50, 019, 40:2, 78
52,316, 597, 13

51, 660, 113. 69 -

53, 817, 358. 17
55, 458, 891L. 49
56, 799, 06:1. 01
51, 436, 165. 79
42, 359, 416, 32
34, 301, 524 70
34, 542, 723. 57
33, 068, 638. 75
32, 785, 87.. 92
35, 586, 376. 21
36,719, 123. 33
31, 445, 622. 86
32, 970, 453. 87
31,049, 183. 08
30, 823, 931., 21
29, 343, 542.. 07
31,199, 328. 01
25,474, 214, 42

979
$98, 201, 960. 16

307, 291
287,166
267, 465
244,748
233,065
218, 352
200, 137
178,226
154,717
128,698

| ;g. S

$186, 075, 064. 78
169, 352, 972. 85
158, 812, 253. 91
130,137, 163. 30
125,107, 643.07
118,936, 518. 81
109, 904, 287. 18
101, 437, 136. 86
89, 855, 306. 17
64, 130, 887. 28
24,729, 415.00
11, 237, 099. 03
11,189, 351. 41
10, 631, 301. 37
9, 804, 489. 21
7,398, 337. 98
4, 389, 240. 92
2,623, 668. 90
1,851, 982. 87
1, 237, 550. 63
652, 664. 06

8 Includes cases paid under general pension lavws prior to fiscal year 1934,

¢ Adjusted.
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TaBLE 30.—Living velterans who were receiving compensation, pension, disability allowance, or retirement pay and deceased veter-
ans whose dependents were receiving compensation or pension benefits at the end of each fiscal year, the amounts expended
for these bencfits during the fiscal years 1925-55 and the total amounts expended to June 30, 1924 and 1955 for each war

and, for the Regular Establishment——Continued

World War I

LLiving veterars

Fiscal year
Total Service-connected 7 Reserve officers’ retirement f| Non-service-connected
Number Amount Number Amount Numniber Amount Number Amouns
$9, 706, 502, £:66. 14 $9, 172, 135, 867. 42 $325, 393, 357. 72 $208, 973, 041. 00

1, 673,939 |$1, 085, 023, 492.15 |1, 619, 498 |$1, 033, 215, 688. 40 5 *$59, 561. 45 £4,436 | 546, 867, 36:5. 20
.11, 676,995 | 1,046, 158, 311.99 |1, 628, 052 | 1, 003, 563, 201. 24 5 *88, 979. 39 48,038 39, 684, 000. 14
1,675,230 | 1,047, 333,229.94 |1, 633, 645 | 1,012, 398, 612, 54 5 *1,264.63 41, 580 34, 935, 862, 03
1, 669, 069 959, 725, 253. 90 |1, 632, 163 932, 879, 976. 31 5 2,747.83 &6, 101 26, 842, 529. 76
1, 666, 694 958, 170, 859. (8 |1, 636, 731 935, 753, 061. 08 5 *44, 002. 59 29, 958 22, 461, 800. 59
1,701, 019 984, 459, 266. 4.1 |1, 643, 239 891, 10, 771. 82 30, 734 74, 411, 125. 32 27, 046 18, 942, 369. 27
1, 685, 745 943, 344, 790.75 |1, 638, 1134 858, 05¢, 349, 13 30,399 74,120, 991. 09 16, 812 11, 165, 450. 53
1,714, 535 967, 182, 937.28 |1, 676, 634 890, 424, 586. 28 29, 868 71, 634, 916. 70 8. 033 5,123, 454. 30
1, 758, 6€7 939, 446, 906. €8 |1, 728, 516 877, 64f, 789. 14 26, 604 59, 723, 794. 57 3, 547 2,077,323.27
1, 541, 510 549, 864, 478.£6 |1, 519, (13 515, 411, 505. 00 21,034 33,733, 024. 52 1, 463 719, 949. 04
546,126 178,302, 832.61 | 536, t4l 167, 976, 539. 72 9,042 10, 174, 646. 32 543 152, 846. 87
209, 962 44, 657,375.15 | 208, 519 43,102, 931. 69 1,443 1, 554, 443.46 -
7,218 2, 820, 617.72 7,037 2, 589,141, 75 181 231, 475.97 -
93 11, 913. 32 93 13,918,832 | oo oo e e e e e

VoY% 4
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World War ITI--Continued

Deceased veterans

Fisical year
Total Service-connect:d 7 Non-service-conneited
Number Amount MNumber Amount Number Amonnt
$2, 442, 839, 836. 47 $2, 36:4, 284, 367. 57 78, 555, 468. 90
304, 459 $307, 331, 149. 51 275,453 | $288, 646, 986. 98 29,006 ¥ $18, 684, 16. 53
295, 641 289, 030, 375. 84 270, 660 273, 7£6, 033. 95 24, 81 115, 274, 341. 89
291, 260 300, 434, 148. 64 270, 425 287,077, 919. 66 20, £35 113, 356, 225, 98
273, 571 268, 840, 172. 81 259, 831 259, 746, 053. 55 16, 740 9, 094, 119. 26
270, 146 244, 563, 252. 58 256, 291 236, 810, 732. 48 13, £55 7,752, 520. 10
263, 964 238, 723, 157. 20 253, 038 232, 653, 138. 97 10, €26 6,070, 01¢. 23
257, 407 221, 946, 899. 16 249, 539 217,722, 212.83 7,668 4, 224, 686. 33
241, 362 175,912,178, 87 236, 514 173, 510, 268. 056
225, 607 170, 586, 216. 83 223, 554 169, 320, 694. 56
180, 938 144,377, 058. 61 180, 213 144,011, 548.78
94, 627 60, 125, 01)4. 96 94, 463 80, 0£8, 586. 30
27, 836 17,011, 052. 63 27,835 17,011, 052. 63
3,136 3,770, 253. 93 8, 136 3,770, 263. 93
1,1 188, 874. 90 1,153 1€8, 874. 90

7 Includes Army of the Philippines (Public Law 301, 79th Cong.). .
8 Reserve officers included with Regular Establishment living veterans prior to
fiscal yyear 1943.

*Credit.

? Resiponsibility for payment of retiremen; benefits to Reserve officers except those
paid under Public Law 2652, 77th Cong., was transferred, effective July 1, 195), to the
Department of the Army and Departmient of the Air Force.
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TasLE 30.—Living veterans who were receiving compensation, pension, disability allewance, or retirement pay and deceased veter-
ans Whose dependents were receiving compensation or pension benejits at the end of each fiscal year, the amounts expended
for these benmejits during the fiscal years 1925-55 and the total amounts expended to June 30, 1924 and 1954 for each war

and for the Regular Establishment—Continued

Fiscal year

Korean conflict

Living veterans

Total

Service-connected

Norn-service-connected

Number Arnount

Number Amount

INumber Amount

$248, 036, 857. 40

$245, 886, 236. 656

$2, 150, 6:20. 75

_155,357.1 $118,039,764.35 | 153,831 $116, 910, 651. 42 1, 526 $1,129,112. 93
_ 113,420 81,199,022.91. | 112,514 81, 346, 958. 38 912 652. 064. 03
63, 35¢ 40, 451, 146. 79 62,858 40, 148, 221. 49 501 302, 925. 30
15,427 7,134, 333. 86 15,253 7,467,915. 36 164 66, 418. 49
21¢ 12, 589. 50 213 12, 489. 50 6 100. 00
Korean conflict
Deceased veterans
Fiscal year
Total Service-connected Noru-service-connected
Number Arnount Number Amount Number Amount
$106, 956, 370. 49 $106, 1503, 019. 10 $353, 35... 39

34,151 $40, 933, 828. 20 33,777 40, 698, 771. 32 $374 $235, 056. 47
29, 36( 30, 663, 241. 21 29,201 30, 569, 721. 41 159 93, 519. 80
20, 386 21,751, 942. 84 20, 341 21,728, 679. 71 45 23,263. 12
13,301 13,303, 077. 91 13,297 13, 301, 565. 31 4 1, 512. 00
768 304, 280. 26 7534 304, 280. 25 1 T

80T
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1955
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TABLE 31.—Average annual value of compensation, pension, disability allowance,
or retirement pay for all wars and for the Regular Establishment

[As of the end of each fiscal year 1925-55)

Average for all wars | War of
and Regular Estab-| 1812 Mexican War veterans Indian wars veterans
lishment veterans veterans
Fiscal year
Total | Living | D% | P& | Total | Livi De- | motal | Living | 0

VIRE | ceased | ceased AVINE | ceased £ | ceased
$763.92 1$741.81 |$836.94 |_____... $476.00 |- $476.00 [$731.22 |$1,414.15 | $627.18
X 771.15 712.86 | 1,350.80 | 601.78
724.98 | 1,343.53 | 602.24
653.32 | 1,132.41 555. 84
661.57 | 1,139.11 551. 82
681.88 | 1,136.02 | 548.09
f 677.55 1 087. 40 548. 39
.33 | 679.61 | 1,072.97 | 545.98
. 568. 26 865.63 [ 459.00
3 570. 69 860.61 | 457.90
. 570.18 843.37 | 456.19
3 560. 48 805. 30 452.03
. 479. 45 751.58 | 358.51
3 482.27 748.48 | 358.21
3 488, 92 745.44 | 358.18
3 491.72 736.38 358.01
3 495. 29 726.36 | 357.94
g 484.83 683.83 | 357.98
. 427. 53 529.94 | 357.98
3 430,685 526.94 | 357.95
3 434.98 528.81 | 357.88
. 443. 45 534.07 357. 48
A 448.73 533.45 | 357.76
X 450.12 529.70 | 358.95
. 447.79 519.35 | 358.62
X X 446.22 513.16 | 359.10
587.49 | $864.00 ; 587.11 | 444.58 505.76 | 359.32
590. 02 972.00 | 588.21 | 439.95 496.20 | 357.74
590.61 | 1,008.00 | 588.02 | 424.72 479.37 355.70
362. 56 805.33 | 358.87 | 200.86 242.89 | 148.73
363.27 708.71 | 358.60 | 202.28 243.23 149. 32

s Spanish-American War | Regular Establishment

Gtvil War veterans veterans veterans
Fiscal year
Total | Livi De- | motal | Livi De- 1 motal | Livi De-

ota. iving | ,edced ota. ving | ceased otal ving | senced
$623. 66 [$1, 620,00 [$623.49 |$921.49 ($1,271. 51 [$664.47 [$745.84 |$693.01 | $924.06
597.15 | 1,548.00 | 597.01 | 893.34 | 1,208.64 | 638.53 | 703.30 | 668.03 | 822.91
3 596.45 | 906.11 | 1,207.08 | 639.16 | 714.14 | 678.41 832. 52
553.24 | 851.01 1 1,117.09 | 592.53 | 672.81 1 621.00 | 83538
548.48 | 858.36 | 1,109.31 | 592.45 | 691.79 | 624.76 | 865.85
538,14 | 867.67 | 1,105.51 | 592.92 | 672.80 | 630.84 801. 94
- 539.78 | 876.75 | 1,099.99 | 594.20 | 635.76 | 598.89 | 752.88
- 534.83 | 883.80 | 1,094.43 | 593.19 | 520.58 | 535.38 | 473.04
- 451.36 | 739.16 898.27 | 496.28 | 522.86 | 536.63 | 478.28
- 451.31 | 711.89 875.18 | 440.08 | 432.67 | 424.10 | 450.78
R 451.73 | 707.14 861.21 | 432.84 | 436.84 | 430.42; 457.01
- 451.53 | 696.12 845.09 | 399.76 | 400.59 | 382.95 | 455.85
- 452,41 1 591.74 695.26 | 366.50 | 392.53 | 384.40 | 418.24
_ 453.98 | 591.25 687.21 | 367.32 | 367.41 (1384.32 308. 47
- 455.30 | 587.47 675.21 | 365.67 | 366.46 | 385.16 | 301.84
- 456.87 | 581. 59 659.52 | 366.59 | 361.53 | 377.76 303.72
- 458.06 | 565.42 632.11 | 367.66 | 272.07 | 262.94 305.23
- 459.01 | 533.09 584.52 | 368.48 | 271,93 | 264.86 | 298.76
- 460.63 | 509.39 549.37 | 369.96 | 272.50 | 265.99 | 299.06
- 462,00 | 490,51 523.24 | 370.52 | 240,73 | 227.563 | 295.58
- 462.75 | 368.06 387.52 | 286.10 | 233.82 | 223.51 279. 58
- 464.68 | 371.18 389.51 | 284.69 | 226.43 | 219.76 260. 11
- 467.73 | 499. 41 523.02 | 381.03 | 230.00 | 235.84 206. 25
- 469.09 | 492.15 516.28 | 362.94 | 236.42 | 241.41 216.32
- 469. 63 | 460.48 473.33 | 385.98 | 233.64 | 236.82 | 220.62
451.91 | 388.59 388.61 | 388.50 | 231.92 | 235.09 | 218.98
- 451.10 | 375.69 373.27 | 390.86 | 219.42 | 218.49 | 223.11
- 406. 38 | 361.90 356.86 | 393.67 | 222.23 | 223.64 | 216.85
- 385.60 | 351.20 343.72 | 395.40 | 186.03 | 200.34 131.86
- 360.76 | 343.04 333.57 | 398.71 | 203.42 | 198.07 | 221.16
..................... 360.36 | 205.81 192.78 | 278.11 | 197.82 | 191.556 | 218.561

annual value for Reserve officers’ retirement for 1842.
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ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

TABLE 31.—Average annual value of compensation, pension, disability allowance,
or retirement pay for all wars and for the Regular Establishment—Continued

Fiscal year

World War I

Living veterans

Deceased veterans

Total B}ftas; Emer-
Service- gency Service- | Non-
Total con- |81l WADG®| officers’ | Total con- service-
nected 2 | oo Vice. | retire- nected ? |connected
ted ment 3

$832.70 | $011.63 | $947.11 | $888.59 |$2,279.31 | $676.49 |$1,028. 24 $614. 09
787.69 864. 31 802. 01 836.15 | 2,134.29 638. 42 875.71 591.36
785.90 858. 42 8596. 1% 826.71 | 2,046.94 645. 45 8 2 594. 75
725. 68 793.20 803. 78 777.60 | 2,050.05 594. 72
717.29 | 777.84 | 79817 | 748.94 | 197022 | 602 55
719.12 776. 98 790. 36 748.03 | 1,975.31 613. 04
690. 33 727.84 706. 48 749.30 | 1,977.34 623. 44
662. 71 695. 86 663. 24 750.41 | 1, 982.61 603. 71
663. 85 687. 51 6567. 62 744.37 | 1,980. 48 619.17
541. 29 549. 69 538. 93 558.64 | 1,633.67 524.39
545. 42 545.07 535.13 551.63 | 1,636.72 546. 35
545.66 | 54342 | 535710 B41.50 | 1636551 553,99
486. 77 475.65 478.29 429.54 | 1,642. 57 527.76
486. 71 474.82 477. 40 425.93 | 1,645.31 530.07
473.78 457.22 476. 56 321.12 | 1,642.22 532. 95
476. 59 458, 98 477.23 318.88 | 1,632.14 538.33
473.70 463. 02 479.18 3i8.585 | 1,632.58 511. 52
463. 81 467. 44 481. 39 319.95 | 1,637.19 450. 04
444.12 469. 58 481. 64 320.21 | 1,640.91 351.17
445. 69 471.13 481. 69 319.44 | 1,638.41 352.19
445.17 471. 58 481. 43 315.16 | 1,627.64 348.20
439. 24 467.12 476. 08 307.32 | 1,617. 337.04
348.63 350. 22 524,39 189.05 | 1, 653. 336.45
352. 64 354. 88 529. 40 103.19 | 1,683. 335.75
393.15 403. 32 532. 56 199.29 | 1, 686. 334.83
499.48 |  553.21 | 528,65 .1 1,68213 1 230.78
493. 45 547. 40 528.94 1,688. 42 329. 54
486. 52 539. 26 539. 26 |- - 327.90 f
486. 94 541.38 541.38 [ 326. 82 326. 82
435.40 | 474.08 | 474.08 |- 324.33 | 324.33
420, 55 452.72 452. T2 |-cocoocce e 317.30 | 317.30

2 Includes average annual value for cases pald under general pension laws prior to fiscal year 1934 and

special act cases.

3 Includes average annual value for provisional, probationary, or temporary officers.
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TABLE 31.—Average annual value of compensation, pension, disability allowance,
or retirement pay for all wars and for the Regular Establishment—Continued

‘World War II
Living veterans Deceased veterans
Fiscal year
Total Service- |Non-serv- Ioti%sex;\;g Service- |Non-serv-
Total con- ice-con- reticge- Total con- ice-con-
nected | nected ment ¢ nected | nected
$704.62 | $645.43 | $638.26 | $858.47 ($2,757.60 [$1,030.04 $1,069,.79 $652. 61
663. 64 616. 52 610. 60 930. 94 959. 46 621. 89
666. 03 617.33 612.32 046. 14 970. 84 625. 63
615.39 565. 561. 05 916. 90 940. 50 550. 46
613,77 561. 28 558. 36 937. 57 958. 08 558.13
631.31 581. 46 545. 09 952, 53 969, 22 566, 14
585. 46 529. 96 493. 29 048. 86 960. 68 574.15
544.02 K08.72 474.02 794.79 .
546. 45 508. 04 479.19 845. 88
470,06 441. 66 420. 12 711.94
513.66 481.72 456.83 697.98
413.21 379.27 368. 09 669. 24
550, 82 516. 81 477.14 580. 99
401,78 527.74 527.74 391.62
Korean confliet (Public Law 28, 82d Cong.)
Living veterans Deceased veterans
Fiscal year
Total Service- |Non-serv- Service- [Non-serv-
Total ¢on- ice- con- | Total cone ice-con-
nected | nected nected | nected
$886.33 | $811.62 | $810.90 | $883.70 [$1,226.20 |$1,232.07 $695. 58
852. 81 787.76 787. 42 820.82 | 1,104.14 | 1,106.45 680. 75
865. 45 786. 11 785.96 805.01 | 1,112.02 | 1,112.96 689, 87
940. 94 845.12 846. 04 759,51 | 1,052.07 | 1,052.20 630. 00
1,101.89 | 1,177.32 | 1,190.20 720,00 | 1,080.41 | 1,084. 43 465. 60

4 Reserve officers’ retirement included with Regular Establishment living veterans for 1942.
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TABLE 32.— Living veterans who were receiving compensation, pension, or retirement
pay and deceased veterans whose dependents were receiving compensation or pension
under public acts or special acts, and the aggregate annual value of these benefits

[As of June 80, 1955}

Total Public acts Special acts
‘Wars and Regular Establishment N A )
um-| Annual
Number | Annual value | Number | Annual value ber | value
Y 3,477,089 |$2, 656, 222, 344 |3, 476, 146 |$2, 655,964,206 | 943 $258, 048
Living veterans.._......_......______ 2,668,786 | 1,979, 723,856 |2, 668,438 | 1,979,652,000 | 348 | 71,856
Deceased veterans...._._.._....______ 808, 303 676, 498, 488 | 807, 708 676,312,296 | 595 | 186,192
World War IT. oo 1,978,398 | 1,394,017,464 |1,978,398 | 1,394,017,464 |______|._._____.
Living veterans................._ 1,673,939 | 1,080,411,576 |1,673,939 | 1,080,411,576 |._____|_______
Service-connected..._....__.__ 1,619,498 | 1,033, 665,972 1,619,498 | 1,083,665,972 | _____|.._._.._
Non-service-connoected 54, 436 48, 731, 816 54, 436 46,731,816 |-ocooofecmaaean
Reserve officers’ retirement .
(PublicLaw 262,77th Cong.) . 5 13,788 5 13,788 oo oo
Deceased veterans_ _._....._______ 304, 459 313,605,888 | 304, 459 313, 605,888 |-occcc|-caaeman
Service-connected.__.___._.___ 275, 453 204,676,308 | 275,453 204,676,308 |- ____|-coo__.
Non-service-connected__..____ 29, 006 18, 929, 580 29, 006 18, 929, 580
World WarT__________ .. 1,077,778 897,462,924 11,077,776 857, 460, 704
Living veterans..___....__.__..____. 715,967 652,699,800 | 715,965 652, 697, 640
Service-connected and special
act Cases. o oo oo 239, 418 226, 755,636 | 239,416 226, 753, 476 2 2,160
§on-service~corglectgd.- oo 474, 760 421,866,972 | 474,760 421,866,972 || .oo_.__
imergency officers’ retire-
ment. .o 1,782 4,061, 724 1,782 4,061,724 |ooeo oo
Provisional, probationary, or
temporary officers’ retire-
ment__________._____.______ 7 15, 468 7 15,468 | o oooecoaoao
Deceased veterans. _....___...._.. 361, 811 244,763,124 | 361,811 244,763,124
Service-connected___._._.___._ 54, 520 56,059,404 | 54,520 56, 059, 404
Non-service-connected......__. 307, 201 188,703,720 | 307, 291 188,703,720 |.oo ool
Regular Establishment_._..__._______ 81, 945 61, 117, 512 81,522 61,011,912 | 423 | 105, 600
Living veterans..__._______...____. 63, 209 43, 804, 416 62, 881 43,738,296 | 328 | 66,120
Deceased veterans_ ........____.__ 18,736 17, 313, 096 18, 641 17, 273,616 95 | 39,480
Korean confliet __.______.._.________. 189, 508 167,966,676 | 189, 508 167,966,676 | . __|.______
Living veterans.._._..____________ 155, 357 126,090,816 | 155,357 126,090,816 | - . |-
Service-connected_......._____ 153, 831 124,742,292 | 153,831 124,742,292 | . _|..__._.._
Non-service-connected. ... 1,526 1,348, 524 1,526 1,348,524 | |ooooo -
Deceased veterans. .._____.._.__.. 34,151 41, 875, 860 34,151 41,875,860 | o |oooooo..
Service-connected. __._.____.._ 33,777 41, 615, 712 33,777 41,615,712 | _____|..______
Non-service-connected ___..___ 374 260, 148 374 260, 148 |- ccemo|oooo .
Spanish-Ameriean War______.._______ 142, 008 130,858,632 | 141,936 130, 840, 608 72| 18,024
Living veterans_____......_..._. 60,125 | 76,440,768 | 60,108 | 76,446,336 | 17| 3,432
Service-connected and special
acteases.___________________ 417 874, 440 400 871,008 17 3,432
Non-service-connected________| 59,708 75,575,328 59, 708 75,575,328 |- foceaeae
Deceased veterans. . _......__._.__ 81, 883 54, 408, 864 81,828 54,394, 272 55 1 14 592
Service-connected and special
acteases. ______________.____ 1,251 1,264,344 1,196 1,249, 752 85 | 14,592
Non-service-connected . ...____ 80, 632 53, 144, 520 80, 632 53,144,520 | ____|[._______
CivilWar_ 6, 021 3, 755, 052 5, 596 3,628,080 | 425 | 126,972
Living veterans.._____.___.._______ 1 1,620 1 1,620 |- oo
Deceased veterans_..________.____ 6,020 3,753, 432 5,595 3,626,460 | 425 | 126,972
Indian wars. ... ooocooooooo_ ... 1, 422 1, 039, 800 1, 405 1,035, 612 17 4,188
Living veterans_._._._____._______ 188 265, 860 187 265, 716 1 144
Deceased veterans__.__.________.. 1,234 773, 940 1,218 769, 896 16 4, 044
Mexican War: Deceased veterans. ... 9 4,284 5 3,180 4 1,104




TABLE 33.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensation for service-connected disabilitics, showing type of major disa-

bility by extent of disability
[At the encl of each fiscal year, 1942-55]

Total Partially disabled Totally disabled
Fiscal year A Aver A e
. Percent |  Monthly verage Percent | Monthly verage | . Porcent | Monthly | :2Veres
Number | o'total value m&%ﬂy Number | of total value mg;tl;ily Number | “o¢'totaj value m\%?ﬂgy
|
GRAND TOTAL
1, 619, 498 100.0 $36, 138, 831 $55.19 1, 549, 940 95.7 $70, 2128, 9:20 $45.31 69), 558 4.3 $15, 909, 911 $228.73
1, 628, 952 100.0 82, 386, 748 50. 88 1, 55€, 366 95.5 67, (41, 745 43.08 72, 586 4.5 15, 845, 003 218.29
1, 633, 645 100.0 83, 360, 003 51.03 1, 556, 527 95.3 66, €65, 0135 42.83 77,118 4.7 16, 694, 998 216,49
1, 6322, 963 100.0 76,347, 226 46.75 1, 552, 342 95.1 60, €95, 094 39.29 80, 621 4.9 15,352,132 190, 42
1, 633, 731 100.0 76, 157,093 46. 53 1, 554, 551 95.0 60, 653, 011 39.02 82, 180 5.0 15, 504, 082 168. 66
1, 643, 239 100.0 74, 1342, 488 45,42 1, 565, 807 95.5 60, 589,119 38.62 74,432 4.5 14, 053, 369 168. 81
1, 633, 534 100.0 67, 355, 564 41.11 1, 566,176 95.7 55. 134, 032 35.16 70,358 4.3 12, 221, 532 173.70
1, 673, 634 100.0 66, 229, 752 39. 50 1, 59¢, 065 95.4 55, 1.08. 459 34.46 777, 569 4.6 11,121, 283 143.37
1,723, 516 100.0 69, 024, 044 39.93 1,637, 748 94.7 65, 601, 704 33.95 90, 768 5.3 13, 422, 340 147.88
1, 5113, 013 100.0 53, 180, 521 3. 01 1,405, 958 92.8 41, 304, 573 2¢. 32 110, 055 7.2 11, 875,948 107.91
5313, 541 100.0 20, 425, 768 38.07 499, 728 93.1 16, 975, 540 33.97 36, 813 6.9 3, 450, 228 03.72
208, 519 100.0 6, 396, 135 30,67 194, 722 93.4 5,290, 873 2717 13,797 6.6 1, 105, 262 £0.11
7,037 100.0 279, 805 3. 76 6,039 716 147,225 26, 22 1,998 28.4 , 580 66. 36
93 100.0 3 43.98 49 52.7 1,525 31.12 44 47.3 2, §65 $8.30
TUBERCULOSIS
43,244 2.7 $5, 797, 669 $134. 07 28, 234 1.8 $2, 747, 570 $97.31 35,010 .9 $3, 050, 099 $203. 20
43, 148 2.7 5, 938, 800 1317.65 24,921 1.5 2,367,624 . 01 18,224 1.2 3,571,176 195, 96
42,826 2.6 6, 257, 922 145,12 21,182 1.3 2,020,179 6. 37 21, 644 1.3 4,237,743 105,79
44, 641 2.7 5, 983, 599 134.04 18, 382 1.1 1, 463, 385 79. 61 213, 259 1.6 4, 520,214 172.14
43,373 2.6 6, 066, 730 139. 87 14,690 .9 1,167,574 79.48 23, 683 1.7 4,899,156 170, 80
34, 599 2.1 4,753,737 137.40 2,191 .8 49, 148 77.86 212,408 1.3 3, 804, £89 169.79
33,120 2.0 3, 926, 447 113.52 13, 700 .8 124, 848 67. 51 19, 429 1.2 3, 001, 599 154.49
30, 585 1.8 3,473,165 113. 56 10, 606 .6 ‘713, 666 67. 29 19,979 1.2 2,759,499 138.12
25, 226 1.5 2, 968, 539 117.68 7, 593 .5 1530, 673 6¢). 89 17,633 1.0 2,437, 866 138.26
17,354 1.1 1, 468, 739 84.64 15,437 .3 326, 680 6(0.08 ' 11,916 .8 1, 142, (59 05. 84
10, 251. 1.9 862, 141 84.10 3,170 .6 200, 33C 5. 20 7,081 1.3 661, €11 03, 46
5, 761. 2.8 451, 169 78.31 , .8 107, 809 5. 27 4,057 2.0 343, 360 4. 63
1,171 16.6 79,270 67.69 259 3.7 14,010 54. 09 012 12.9 65, 260 '71. 56
24 25.8 1,355 56.46 7.5 375 53. 57 17 18.3 €80 57,65
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TABLE 83.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensaiion for service-connected disabilities, showing type of major disa-
bility by extent of disability—Continuad

Total Partially disabled Totally disabled
Fiscal yeer A A A
Porcent | Monthly | SVverage Percent | Morthly verage Percent | Monthly | :2Verage
Nuniber monthly Numter g monthly | Number monthly
of total value valie of total value valte of total value value
PSYCHIATRIC AND NEUROLOGICAL DISEASES
364, 137 22,5 | $23,'717,207 $66. 13 330, 630 20.4 $16, (61, 774 $48. 58 38, 507 2.1 $7, 655,433 $228.47
370), 288 22,7 22, 8859, 522 61.73 337,228 20.7 15, €22, 743 46.33 34, 060 2.0 7,236,779 218.90
375,729 23.0 23, '148, 903 61. 61 342, 810 21.0 15, ¢71, 583 46. 59 32,919 2.0 7,177,320 218,03
379, 0656 23.2 21, 68, 926 5¢. 58 347, 203 21.3 14, 658, &8 43.08 31, 853 1.9 6,110,078 191.82
385, 691 23.6 21, 141, 333 54.. 81 354, 852 21.7 15, 250, 036 42,98 30, 839 1.9 5,891, 297 191.03
24.0 21, 258,177 53.82 365, 549 22.2 15, €60, 4'77 42,84 29), 460 1.8 5, 597, 700 190.01
24.5 19, 506, 805 46. 65 372,453 22.8 14, £74,337 39.13 2¢), 486 17 4,932,468 173.15
25.7 20, '736, 116 48.16 398, 555 23.8 16, (79, 800 40.35 <, 044 1.9 4,656,316 145.31
27.5 24, 529, 437 51.60 438,153 25.3 18, €25, 3152 43.19 37,244 2.2 5,604, 085 1:0.47
30.0 20, 1196, 702 44:. 42 408,018 26.9 15, £65, 541 38.15 46, 681 3.1 4,631,161 99,21
45,1 9, 358, 230 40. 70 222, 302 41.4 8,197,454 36.88 19, 902 3.7 1, 660, 776 £3.45
41.6 2, 393, 889 31.07 79, 639 38.2 2,517,487 27.84 7,058 3.4 476,402 €7. 50
29.8 76,320 36.38 1,324 18.8 36, 990 27.94 774 11.0 39,330 £0. 81
17.2 600 37.50 | 4 4.3 105 26.25 12 12.9 495 41.25
GENERAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL CONDITIONS
74.8 | $56, 23,955 $46.71 1,191, 076 73.5 $51,419, 576 $43.17 21,041 1.3 $5, 204, 379 $247.34
74.6 54,88, 426 44..50 1,194,217 73.3 49, (51,378 41.07 21, 302 1.3 5,037,048 236.46
74.4 53,953,178 44.40 | 1,192, 535 73.0 48, €73, 243 40.81 <ty 555 1.4 5,279,935 234.09
74.1 49, 204, 701 40,76 1, 186, 757 72.7 44, 572, 861 37. 56 <, 509 1.4 4,721, 840 209.78
73.8 48, 149, 030 40.. 53 1, 185, 009 72.4 44, 235, 401 37.33 <), 658 1.4 4,713,629 208. 03
73.9 48, 330, 574 40.07 | 1,191, 067 72.5 43, €79, 494 36.92 < 564 1.4 4,651, 080 206.13
73.5 43,922,312 36,47 1,182,023 72.1 39, €34, 847 33.53 2:), 443 1.4 4,287,465 101.04
72.5 42,120,471 34. 57 1, 189, 904 71.0 38, 3115, 003 32.20 5, 546 1.5 3, 705, 468 145,05
71.0 41, 1526, 068 5. 82 1,192, 002 68.9 36,145,679 30.32 34, 891 2.1 5, 380, 389 149.91
68.9 31, 515, 080 30.10 995, 503 65.6 25,4.12, 352 25,53 51,458 3.3 6,102, 728 118.60
53.0 9, 705, 397 34,16 274, 256 51.1 8, i77, 756 31.28 9, 830 1.9 1,127, 641 114.71
b5. 6 3, 251,077 28.01 113, 379 54.4 2, 965, 5'77 26.16 2,682 1.2 285, 500 106. 45
53.6 124, 215 32.97 3,456 49.1 96, 225 27.84 312 4.5 27,990 £§9.71
57.0 2,135 40.28 38 40.9 1,045 27.50 15 16.1 1,090 72,67
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TABLE 34.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensation for service-comnected disabilities, showing degree of impair-

ment, type of major disability and monthly value of awards

[As of June 30, 1955]

Psychiatric ancl neurological diseases

Total Tuberculosis (ungs and pleura)
Total
Degree of impairment b Percen]t b
Percent ercent of total ercent
' Percent | Monthly Averaze of total | of degreeof | Monthly Average psychiatric' of degree of
Number | ¢ tal value mé);llth.ly Number | yiperea. | impair- value mgflllﬁgy Number | "ond neu-  impair-
ue losis merit @ rological |  rnent
dliseases

N3 73 S 1, 6519, 498 100. ) {$86, 138, 831 $53.19 43,244 100. ¢t 2.7 | $5, 797, 669 $134.07 3641, 137 100.0 22.5

No disability. 992 L 60, 884 61.38 665 L& 37.0 44, 555 67.C0 [ omme oo e e
10 percent. 707, 615 43.'7 | 12,078, 046 17.07 347 L& .1 11, 955 34.45 150, 935 41.5 ¢ 21.3
20 percent. {48, 616 15.¢ 8, 206, 877 33.01 37 .1 O] 1, 982 53. 87 2:4, 139 6.6 ; 9.7
30 percent 255, 714 15.8 { 13,130, 404 51.35 9, 231 21 & 3.6 615, 728 66.70 76, 477 21.0 | 29.9
40 percent 1.28, 321 7.9 8, 761, 524 68. 28 586 1.4 .5 39, 342 67.14 22, 245 6.1 17.3
50 percent... 86, 654 5.8 | 9,403,794 108. 52 12, 752 29. & 4.7 1, 340, 448 105.12 27,094 7.4 313
6Q percent... 66, 005 4.1 | 8,828, 336 133.75 1, 594 3.7 2.4 203, 303 127. 84 12, 258 3.4 18.6
70 percent... 30, 743 1.9 ] 4,851,735 157,82 1, 252 2.6 4.1 187, 675 149. 90 10, 877 3.0 35.4
80 percent... 19, 482 12| 3,623 606 186. 00 1, 681 3.0 8.6 285, 189 169. €5 8,337 1.5 27.4
90 percent... 5, 798 i 1, 283, 714 221. 1 89 L2 15 17,393 195.43 1, 268 .3 21.9
101} percent. 69, 558 4.3 | 15,909, 911 228,73 15,010 34.7 21.6 3, 050, 099 '203. 20 33, 507 9.2 i 48.2

I

1 Less than 0. 05 jpereent.
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TABLE 34.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensation for service-connected disabilities, showing degree of impair-
ment, type of major disability and monthly value of awards—Continued

Psychiatric and neurological diseases—Continuect

QOther psychiatricand

General medical and surgical conditions

Total Psychoses neurological diseases
Degree of impairment
Pgrcenf P ¢
tota, ercen
! Averzige o Avarage
‘Monthly \ Monthly Monthly . general |of degreeof | Monthly
value mgﬁglexy Number value Number value Number |, 03icaland| impair- value m%ﬁﬂgy
surgrical mert
conditions
Totale e e ccce e $23, 717, 207 $65.13 67,209 | $7,302, 659 29€, 928 ($16, 414, 548 | 1,212,117 100.0 '74.8 |$56, 623, 955 $46. 71
No disebility - oo e m e im i emmmm oo el 327 [©] 33.0 16, 329 49.94
10 jpercent. _ 2, 567, 029 17.01 15,990 271, 612 134,945 | 2,295 417 £56, 333 45.9 78.6 | 9,499, 062 17. 07
20 percent._.. 797, 266 32.03 666 21,993 23,473 775, 273 224, 440 18. & 90.3 7, 407, 629 33. 00
30 percent.- 3,822, 716 40.99 11,772 587, 524 64,705 | 3,235, 192 170, 006 14.0 36.5 | 8, 691,960 51.13
40 percent. . 1, 479, 059 66. 49 1,341 88, 418 20,904 | 1,390, 641 105, 490 8.7 32.2 7,243,123 68. 66
50 jpercent.__ 2,877,297 10€. 20 8,194 842, 385 18,900 | 2,034,912 46, 808 3.9 54.0 | 5,186,049 110. 79
60 jpercent. . 1, 620}, 732 132.22 1,118 141, 395 11,140 | 1,479,337 52,153 4.3 '79.0 7, 004, 301 134.30
70 percent. . 1, 641, 860 150. 95 5, 639 709, 297 5,238 42, 563 18, 614 1.5 60.5 | 3,022 200 162. 36
80 jpercent. _ 978, 312 183. 31 413 70, 002 4,924 908, 310 12, 464 L0 4.0 2, 360, 105 189. 35
90 percent.- . 277, 503 218 85 60 11,746 1,208 265, 757 4, 441 4 '76. 6 988 818 222. 66
100 percent. .- - o oomm oo e 7, 655, 433 228. 47 22,016 | 4,468,287 11,461 | 3,187,146 21, 041 L& 30.2 | 5,204,379 247.34
1Less than 0.05 percent.
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TaBLE 35.—World War II veterans who were receiving compensation for service-
connected disabilities, showing those receiving additional compensation for depend-
ents, by class of dependent

fAo af Tiana 20 105K)
{As of June 30, 1955]
Monthly | Average
Class of dependent Number value monthly
value

Total veterans. oo oo 1,619,498 | $86, 138,831 $53.19
Veterans less than 50 percent disabled (no dependency benefit) . 1,341,258 42,237,735 31.49
Veterans 50 percent or more disabled ... oo oo 278,240 43, 901, 096 157.78
‘Without dependents. .o meemeeeeee 57,943 7,939, 046 137.01
With dependents._ __ e 220, 297 35, 962, 050 163. 24
Wi only ot a———— 42,372 6, 508, 794 153. 61
‘Wife, child or children__ ... __._._._ 146, 749 24,038, 392 163. 81
Wife, child or children and parent or parents. 5,441 978, 604 179.86
‘Wife, parent or parents_ ... _.oooo... 2,156 400, 041 185.55
Child or childrenonly_ .. ______._._.__ 9,973 1, 548,196 155. 24
Child or children and parent or parents_. 905 172,793 190. 93
Parent or parents only .o 12,701 2, 315, 230 182.29

Total dependents on whose account additional com-

pensation was being paid (no additional compensation
for children in excess of 8) - oo 548,690 |- occmoccecec|ammm e
180, 738 [mcccmccccmccc]mmcmmmmmm—aea

TABLE 36.—Worid War II veterans Who 1
connected disabilities, showing type o
awards

[As of June 30, 1955]

Aver:

Type of disability Number | Fercentof | Monthly | 5o nye

d totaik vaiue value~
Total e 54, 436 100.0 | $3,894, 318 $71.54
Tuberculosis (lungs and pleura) - ... 10, 925 20.1 722, 855 66.17
Psychiatric and neurological diseases_. - -« <o 25, 518 46.9 | 1,877,874 73.59
Psychoses. - oo 15,411 28.83 | 1,024,223 66. 46
Other psychiatric and neurological diseases......-..- 10, 107 18.6 853, 651 84. 46
General medical and surgical conditions..._..___._..__ 17,5863 33.0 1 1,263 588 7182
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PApL 87.—World War I veterans who were receiving compensation for service-connected disabilities, showing type of major
disability by extent of disability
/
[Af; the end of each fisical year, 1925-55]
Total Partially disabled Totally disabled
Fiscal year ‘ A Av A
. Percent Monthly verage Percerit Monthly verage Percent | Monthly verage
Number | ¢ tal value mgglﬁy Number | ortote] value m&n}t{?ﬂly Number | of'total 7alte mgﬁtu)gy
GRAND TOTAL

139,416 100.0 | 518,896,143 $78.93 211, 205 8.2 | $13,019, 680 $61.64 28,211 11.8 | $5,876,443 $208.30
.| 250,635 100.0 | 18,839,506 75.17 221, 673 8.4 | 13,042,821 58.84 28, 96 11.6 | 5,796,685 200.15
-| 260,988 100.0 | 19,491,158 74. 68 231, 285 88.6 | 13,531,306 58. 50 29, 703 11.4 | 5,959,852 200. 65
-l 270,961 100.0 | 18,149,483 66. 98 240, 493 8.7 | 12,757,042 53.05 30, 468 11.3 | 5,391, 541 176. 96
- 282,080 100.0 | 18,762,269 66. 51 250, 885 88.9 | 13,233,204 52.75 31,195 1.1 | 5,528,975 177. 24
S| 293,274 100.0 | 19,315,905 65.86 261, 779 89.3 | 13,724,713 52.43 31,49¢ 10.7 | 5,591,192 177.53
o 804,256 100.0 | 17,912,463 58.87 273, 370 89.8 | 12,930,507 47.30 30, 886 10.2 | 4,981,866 161. 30
o 813,826 100.0 | 17,345,163 55.27 281, 859 80.8 | 12,897,346 45.76 31,967 10.2 | 4,447,517 139.13
o 820,350 100.0 | 17,555,713 54.80 288,126 89.9 | 12,048,131 44.94 32, 224 10.1 | 4,607,282 142,08
| 824,756 100.0 | 14,585,002 44.91 291, 742 89.8 | 10,837,053 37.15 33,014 10.2 | 3,747,949 113.53
S| 832,626 100.0 | 14,833,122 44.59 299, 222 90.0 | 11,051,213 36.93 33,404 10.0 | 3,781,919 113. 22
o 837,309 100.0 | 15,058,168 44,64 303,077 80.9 | 11,179,367 36.89 34,232 10.1 | 3,878,301 113.29
| 841,503 100.0 | 13,611,304 39.86 306, 118 89.6 | 10,106,506 33.02 35,385 10.4 | 8,504,798 99.05
ol 848101 100.0 | 13,848,472 39.78 312,284 89.7 | 10,292,495 32.96 35,817 10.3 | 3,555,977 99, 28
o 849,722 100.0 | 13,888,706 39.71 314, 460 89.9 | 10,387,725 33.03 35,262 10.1 | 3,500,981 99. 28
348154 100.0 | 13,846,315 39.77 313, 583 90.1 | 10,416,347 33.22 31, 581 9.9 | 3,129,668 99. 18
ol 842,072 100.0 | 13,8659, 562 39.93 308, 168 90.1| 10,295,761 33.41 33,904 9.9 | 3,363,801 99.22

.| 540,590 100.0 | 13,663,096 40.12 306, 290 90.0 | 10,257,671 33.49 34,300 10.0 | 3,405,425 99,
S 36,508 100.0 | 13,507,032 40,14 302, 516 89.9 | 10,139,977 33.52 34,012 10.1 | 3,367,055 99.00
|| s37,707 100.0 | 13,558,242 40.14 303, 056 80.7 | 10,133,670 33.44 34,711 10.3 | 3,424,572 98.136
|| 36,876 100.0 | 13,515,117 40.12 301, 758 80.6 | 10,071,765 33.38 35,118 10.4 | 3,443,352 98.05
.| 32,216 100.0 { 13,180,139 39, 67 298, 424 89.8 9, 828, 660 32.04 33,792 10.2 3,351,479 99.18
J| #3670 100.0 | 14,714,893 43.70 289, 172 85.9 | 10,003,126 34.59 47,538 14.1 | 4,711,767 99,12
528, 658 100.0 | 14,500,192 44.12 280, 456 85.3 9,754, 511 34.78 43,202 14.7 | 4,745,681 98,45
o 299,288 100.0 | 13,283,319 44.38 253, 180 84.6 8,817,130 34.83 46,108 15.4 | 4,466,189 96.36
279, 539 100.0 | 12,315,797 44.06 233, 296 83.5 8,058,735 34.54 46,243 16.5 | 4,257,062 92.06
262,138 100.0 | 11,555,558 44.08 217,157 82.8 7,464, 291 34.37 44,981 17.2 | 4,001,267 90.96
57, 536 100.0 | 11,574,308 44.94 210, 166 81.6 7,285,191 34.66 47,370 18.4 | 4,289,117 90. 35
243, 611 100.0 | 10,991,795 45.12 193, 401 79.4 6,491, 210 33.55 50,120 £0.6 | 4,500,585 89. 30
£26, 434 100. 0 8, 948, 740 39. 51 176, 394 77.9 4,498, 985 25, 50 50, 090 92,1 | 4,450,455 88.135
211, 644 100.0 7,985,670 37.73 163, 170 77.0 3,589,010 22.00 43,474 £3.0 | 4,396,660 90.'70

N
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"TUBERCULOSIS

37,428 15.6 $3,008, 383 $82.78 32,936 13.7 $2, 196, 295 $66. 68 4,492 1.9 $902, 088 $200. 82
38,843 15.5 3,160, 735 81.37 34,233 13.6 2, 2‘71, 418 66. 35 4, 610 19 889, 317 192.91
40,141 15.4 3,263,948 81.31 35,416 13.6 2,349, 541 66. 34 4,725 1.8 914, 407 193. 53
42,213 15.6 3,112,015 73.72 36, 937 13.6 2,208, 922 59.80 5,276 2.0 903, 093 171.17
43,452 15.4 3, 213, 205 73.95 37,944 13.4 2,269, 832 59. 82 5, 508 2.0 943, 373 171.27
44, 587 15.2 3, 290, 674 73.80 38, 957 13.3 2,324,823 59. 68 5, 630 1.9 965, 851 171.55
44,367 14.6 3,062, 016 69.02 38,882 12.8 2,228, 386 57.31 5, 485 1.8 833, 630 151.98
44,543 14.2 2,968, 965 66. 65 38,907 12.4 2,225,053 57.19 5, 636 1.8 743, 912 131.99
48, 579 15.2 3,180,059 65. 46 42,024 13. 4: 2,419, 691 56. 37 5, 655 1.8 760, 368 134.46
48,911 15.1 2,672, 635 54.64 42,983 13.2 2,027,162 47.16 5, 928 1.9 645,373 108. 87
50, 766 15.3 2,756,079 54.29 44,903 13. En 2,114,811 47.10 5, 863 1.8 641, 268 109. 38
51,498 156.3 2,803, 308 54.44 45, 455 13.5 2,140,977 47.10 6,043 1.8 662, 331 109. 60
52,179 15.3 2,730,193 52.32 45, 871 13.4 2,124,884 46.32 6, 308 1.9 605, 309 95. 96
53,277 15.3 2,802, 097 52.59 46, 651 13.4 2,163, 639 46.38 6, 626 1.9, 638, 458 96.36
53, 859 15.4 2, 847, 045 52.86 47,052 13.5 2,190, 398 46. 55 6, 807 19 656, 647 96.47
54, 855 15.8 2,918, 235 53.20 47,780 13.7 2 233 725 46.75 7,075 2.1 684, 510 96. 75

5, 634 16.3 2,968, 637 53.36 48,428 4.2 2, 272,033 46.92 7,206 2.1 696, 604 96. 67
56, 389 16.6 3, 026, 205 53.67 48, 830 14.4 2,300, 578 47.07 7,509 2.2 725, 627 96. 63
56,953 16.9 3,070, 957 53.92 49,155 14.6 2,319,394 47.19 7,798 2.3 751, 563 96. 38
58,002 17.2 3,139,085 54.04 49, 826 14.7 2,344,420 47.05 8, 266 2.5 794, 665 96. 14
59, 141 17.6 3,202,192 54.15 50, 327 15.0 2,357,513 46.84 8,814 2.6 844,679 95,83
57,270 17.2 3,139,232 54. 81 48, 594 14.6 2,279,406 46.91 8,676 2.6 859, 826 99.10
63, 932 19.0 3,830, 368 59. 91 51,223 15.2 2, 529, 366 49.38 12, 709 3.8 1 1,301,002 102. 37
63,371 19.3 3, 859, 432 60. 90 49,926 15.2 2,482,460 49.72 13, 445 4.11 1,376,972 102. 42
59, 739 20.0 3,711,001 62,12 46,038 15.4 2,316,284 50. 31 13, 701 4.6 | 1,394,807 101. 80
5!) 598 19.9 3, 551, 652 63. 88 41, 587 14.9 2,142,731 51.52 14,011 5.0 | 1,408,921 100. 56
5(3, 535 21.6 3,600, 916 63. 69 41,916 16.0 2,146, 011 51.20 14,619 5.6 | 1,454,905 99. 52
60, 690 23.6 3, 905, 822 64.36 43,217 16.8 2,187,571 50. 62 17,473 6.8 | 1,718,251 98.34
57,748 23.7 3, 830, 365 66.33 37,076 15.2 1, 813, 520 48.91 20, 672 8.5 | 2,016,845 97. 56
48,150 21.2 2, 858, 435 59.37 25, 7521 1.3 706, 505 27.47 22 429 9.9 | 2,151,930 95.94
4!) 839 L7 2,873, 565 62. 69 21,854 10.3 627, 365 28.71 23, 985 11.4 | 2, 246 200 93.65
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TABLE 37.—World War I veterans who were receiving compen sation for service-comnected disabilities, showing type of major N

disability by extent of disability—Continued 3
Total Partially disabled Totally disabled
Fiscal yoar Percent Monthly Average Percent Monthly Average ; Percent | Monthly | Average
Number | 'otal value mg;’lﬂ};y Number | ofotal value mgﬁs?e]y Number | or'total value mé)‘;\lhlgy
|
PSYCHIATRIC AND NEUROLOGICAL DISEASES
!
43,999 18.4 |  $4,761,874 $108. 23 32, 880 13.8 $2, 503, 374 $76.14 11,119 4.6 | $2,258, 500 $203.12
45, 804 18.3 4,717, 425 102. 99 34,303 13.7 2,474,720 72.14 11, 501 4.6 | 2,242,705 195. 00
47,475 18.2 4,873,427 102. 65 35, 614 13.6 2, 557, 446 71.81 11,861 4.6 | 2,315,981 195. 26
48, 819 18.0 4, 455,978 91. 28 36, 816 13.6 2, 392, 650 64.99 12,003 4.4 2, 063, 328 171. 90
50, 515 17.9 4, 595, 343 90. 97 38,144 13.5 2, 467, 529 €4. 69 12,3711 4.4 | 2,127,814 172,00
1, 860 17.7 4,690, 475 90. 44 39, 261 13.4 2, 524, 389 €4. 30 12, 599 4.3 | 2,166,086 171. 93
52, 570 17.3 | 4,127, 760 78.52 40, 403 13.3 2, 259, 999 £5. 94 12,167 4.0 1, 867, 761 153. 51
53,782 17.1 | 3, 902, 406 72. 56 41, 436 13.2 2,221,233 53. 61 12, 346 3.9 1,681,173 136. 17
61, 707 19.2 4, 463, 000 72.33 46, 996 14.6 2, 460, 328 §2.35 14,711 4.6 | 2002672 136.13
63, 400 19.5 3,784,335 59. 69 48,101 14.8 2, 146, 948 44,63 15, 209 4.7 1,637,387 107.03
65, 246 19.6 3, 788, 360 58. 06 49, 544 14.9 2,132,177 43.04 15, 702 4.7 1, 656, 183 105. 48
66, 301 19.6 3, 863, 256 58,27 50, 105 14.9 2,153, 278 42. 98 16, 196 4.7 1,709,978 105. 58
67, 635 19.8 3, 448,416 51. 06 50, 609 14.8 1, 897, 396 37.49 16, 926 5.0 1, 561, 020 91. 64
68, 694 19.7 3, 504, 850 51,02 51, 548 14.8 1, 927, 997 37.40 17, 146 4.9 1, 576, 853 91,97 >
68, 906 19.7 3, 510, 237 50. 94 51, 858 14.8 1,942,473 37.46 17,048 4.9 1, 567, 764 91. 96 (=)
68, 727 19.7 3, 490, 780 50. 79 51,914 14.9 1,946, 614 37. 50 16,813 4.8 1, 544, 166 91, 84 =z
67, 366 19.7 3,412, 200 50. 65 51,081 14.9 1, 910, 473 37.40 16, 285 4.8 1,501,727 92,22 E
66, 808 19.6 3, 404, 867 50. 90 50, 501 14.8 1, 887, 838 37.38 16, 397 4.8 1,517,029 92. 52 a
65, 741 19.5 3, 326, 862 50. 61 49,674 14.7 1, 848, 717 37.22 16, 067 4.8 1,478, 145 92. 00 -
64, 441 19.1 3, 294, 990 51,13 48, 140 14.3 1, 798, 757 37.37 16, 301 4.8 1, 496, 233 91. 79 ;
64,047 19.0 3, 260, 565 50. 91 47,72 14.1 1, 776, 532 37.23 16, 327 4.9 1, 484, 033 90. 89 -
59, 795 18.0 3,021, 451 50. 53 44,876 13.5 1, 661, 884 37.03 14,919 4.5 1, 359, 567 91.13 o]
69, 380 20.6 3, 904, 962 56. 28 47,074 14.0 1, 854, 441 39.39 22, 306 6.6 2, 050, 521 91, 93 =
67,916 20. 7 3,819,103 56. 23 45, 577 13.9 1, 793, 625 39. 35 22, 339 6.8 2,025, 478 90. 67 o
62, 430 20.8 3,487,388 55. 86 41,003 13.7 1, 604, 066 39.12 21, 427 7.1 1, 883, 322 87.89 -
59, 847 21. 4 3,243,142 54.19 37,645 13.5 1, 460, 140 38.79 22, 202 7.9 1, 783, 002 80, 31 <
56, 205 21.4 2,996, 577 53. 32 35, 086 13.4 1, 334, 200 38.03 21,119 8.0 1, 662, 377 78.71 m
54, 958 21.3 2, 900, 601 52.78 34,308 13.3 1, 292, 905 37.69 20, 650 8.0 1, 607, 696 77.85 -
52, 665 21.6 2,714, 985 51. 55 32, 205 13.2 1, 168, 430 36.18 20, 370 8.4 1, 546, 555 75. 92 g
49,773 22.0 2,320, 345 46. 62 30, 638 13.6 885, 570 28.90 19,135 8.4 1,434,775 74.98 >
44, 845 21,2 2,017,705 44.99 28, 209 13.3 638, 180 22.62 16, 636 7.9 1, 379, 525 82.92 ‘zn
>
a
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GENERAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL CONDITIONS

157,989 66.0 | 11,035, 866 $69. 85 145, 389 60.7 $8, 320, 011 $57.23 12, 600 5.3 | $2, 715, 855 $215. 54
165, 988 66. 2 10, 961, 346 66. 04 163, 137 61.1 8, 296, 683 54,18 12, 851 5.1 1 2,664,663 207. 35
178,372 66. 4 11, 353, 783 65, 49 160, 255 61.4 8, 624, 319 53.82 13,117 5.0 1 2,729,464 208. 09
179,929 66. 4 10, 581, 490 58,81 166, 740 6L.5 8,156, 370 48,92 13 189 4.9 | 2, 425,120 183. 87
188,113 66. 7 10, 958, 721 58.23 174,797 62.0 8, 495, 933 48,60 13 316 4.7 | 2,457,788 184. 57
196, 827 67.1 11, 334, 756 57.59 183, 561 62.6 8, 875, 501 48.35 13, 266 4.5 | 2,459,255 185. 38
207,319 68.1 10, 722, 687 51.72 194, 085 3. 7 8,442, 212 43.50 13,234 4.4 | 2,280,475 172.32
215, 501 68.7 10 473 792 48.60 201, 516 64.2 8, 451, 360 41,94 13,985 4.5 | 2,022 432 144. 61
210, 064 65. 6 9, 912, 654 47.19 198, 206 61.9 8,068, 412 40.71 11,858 3.7 1,844,242 155. 53
212,445 65. 4 8,128,132 38.26 200, 658 61.8 6,662, 943 33.21 11,787 3.6 | 1,465,189 124. 31
216, 614 65. 1 8, 288, 693 38. 26 204, 775 61.6 6, 804, 225 33.23 11,839 3.5 | 1,484,468 125. 39
219, 510 65. 1 8,391, 604 38.23 207, 517 61.5 6, 885, 612 33.18 11,993 3.6 | 1,505,992 125. 57
221,789 64.9 7,432, 695 33.51 209, 638 61.4 6,084, 29. 02 12,151 3.5 | 1,348,469 110. 98
226,130 65.0 7, 541, 525 33.35 214,085 61.5 6, 200, 859 28.96 12,045 3.5 | 1,340,066 111. 30
226, 957 64.9 7,531, 424 33.18 215, 650 61.6 6, 254, 854 29.02 11,407 3.3 | 1,276,570 111. 91
224, & 64.5 7,437,300 33.12 213, 889 61.5 6, 236, 308 20.16 10, 693 3.0 1 1,200,992 112, 32
219, 072 64.0 7,278,725 33.23 208, 659 61.0 6, 113, 255 20.30 10,413 3.0 | 1,165,470 111. 92
217,303 63.8 7,232,024 33.28 206, 909 60.8 6, 069, 255 29.33 10, 394 3.0 | 1,162,769 111. 87
213, 8§34 63.6 7,109,213 33.26 203, 687 60. 6 5,971, 866 29.32 10, 147 3.0 | 1,137,347 112,09
215, 234 63.7 7,124,167 33.10 205, 090 60.7 5,990, 493 29,21 10, 144 3.0 | 1,133,674 111.76
213, 688 63.4 7,052, 360 33.00 203, 711 60. 5 5,937, 720 29.15 9,977 2.9 | 1,114,640 111.72
215,151 64.8 7,019, 456 32.63 204, 954 617 5, 887, 370 28.73 10,197 3.1 | 1,132,086 111, 02
203, 398 60. 4 6,979, 563 34.31 190, 875 56.7 5,619, 319 20,44 12, 52¢ 3.7 1,360,244 108. 62
197, 871 60.0 6, 821, 657 34,56 184,953 56,2 5,478, 426 29. 62 12,418 3.8 1,343,231 108.17
177,119 59.2 6,084, 840 34.35 166, 139 56.5 4, 896, 780 29.47 10, 980 3.7 1 1,188,060 108. 20
164, 094 58.7 5,621, 003 33.65 154, 56,1 4, 455, 864 28,92 10, 030 3.6 | 1,065139 106. 20
149, 398 57.0 4,958, 065 33.19 140,155 53.4 3, 984, 080 28.43 9,243 3.6 973, 985 105. 38
141, 888 55.1 4,767,885 33. 60 132, 641 51.5 3,804, 715 28.68 9, 247 3.6 963, 170 104. 16
133,198 54.7 4, 446, 445 33.38 124,120 51.0 3, 509, 260 28,27 9,078 3.7 937,185 103. 24
128, 561 56,8 3, 769, 960 29. 32 120,035 53.0 2, 906, 210 24.21 8, 526 3.8 863, 750 101. 31
120, 960 57.1 3 094 400 25. 58 113 107 53.4 2, 323, 465 20. 54 7,853 3.7 770,935 98.17
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Tapre 88—World War I veterans who were receiving compensation jor Service-commected disabilities, showing degree of im-
patrment, type of major disability, and monthly value of awards

<

[As of June 30, 1935]

Psychiatric andt neurological disesses

"Total Tubercudosis (lurigs and pleura)
Total
Degree of impairment Percent
Percent Percent of total Percent
Averaze Average f

. Percent Monthly H of total | of degreeof | Monthly ! psyvchiatric| of degree of

Number | o} ital valuie mvoélltug}y Number | gihereu- | impair- value mg;‘ﬁ'éy Number |%5iid nen- | imipair-

! losis ment " rological ment
diseases

N 7 ) GO 239, 416 100. 0 [$18, 896,123 $78.93 37,428 100.0 15.6 | $3,098, 383 682,78 43,999 100.0 13.4
No disability.. 1,585 i 74, 495 47.00 | e mtimm e e e e e
10 pereant.. 49, 889 20.8 | 1,066,040 2187 et e 3,227 7.3 6.5
20 pereent.. 66,175 27.6 | 3,323, 052 50. 22 28,492 76.1 43.1 1,1349, 777 7,970 18.1 120
30 percant_______. 31,168 13.0| 1,732,951 55. 60 2,394 6.4 7.7 159, 029 5, 580 12.7 17.9
40 pereent. ... 20, 151 8.4 1,439, 535 71. 44 1,145 3.1 5.7 81, 470 3,687 8.4 18.3
60 percent....o____. 17, 525 7.8 | 1,840,294 105. 01 543 1.4 3.1 55, 760 6,055 13.8 3L 5
60 percent._._____ 13,183 5.6 1 1,676,035 127. 14 190 .5 1.4 23,654 2,739 6.2 2.8

70 percent_._._.__ 6,643 2.8 | 1,002 161 150. 86 106 .3 1.6 15, 427 2,123 4.8 3
80 percont__.___._. 4,061 L7 697, 482 171,75 43 .1 11 7,005 1,411 3.2 3.7
90 percent_____.__ 825 .4 167,635 203. 19 23 .1 2.8 4,173 .2 10.7
100 pereent. oo ooooaos 28,211 11,8 b, 876, 443 208. 30 4,492 12.0 15.9 €02, 088 11,119 25.3 30.4

N)
N)
N
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Psychiatric and neurological diseases—Continued

Other psychiatricand

QGeneral medical and surgical conditions

Total Psycheses rieurclogical diseases
‘Degree of impairment
P?rcen]t; - ¢
tota ‘ercen
Average ' o Average
Monthly H . Monthly T Monthly . general | of degree of| Monthly
value m,?:ltﬂjy Number value Number value Number | ediczland| impair- value mvf’;"[m y
' surgieal ment
condirvions
Total. el $4, 761, 874 $108. 23 9,601 | $1, 587,951 34,308 | $3, 173,923 157, 989 100.0 66.0 |$11,035, 836 $69. 85
No disability 1, 585 1.0 100.0 74,435 47.00
10 percent.__ 46, 662 29.5 93.5 994, 255 21.31
20 perceat.. 29,713 18.8 44.9 | 1,142,430 38.45
30 percent 23,194 14.7 74.4 | 1,269,120 54.72
40 percent.. 15,319 9.7 76.0 | 1,005,825 71. 83
50 percent. 10, 927 6.9 62.4 | 1,153,303 105. 55
60 percent__ 10, 254 6.5 77.8 | 1,308,87 127.64
70 percent 4,414 2.8 66. 4 676, S20 153. 27
80 percent. 2,607 1.6 64.2 459,612 176. 30
90 percent. s 69¢ 714 .5 €6.5 145,614 203. 94
100 peresnt ..o 12, 258, 500 6, 6! 1, 293, 966 12, 600 8.0 44.7 | 2,715,855 215. 54

Nore.—Does not include 2 special act casies having a monthly value of $168 and an average monthly ‘value per case of $84.
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224 ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

TABLE 39.—World War I veterans who were receiving compensation fg;r seryice-

B QY 4 Dererans wio 7 FELETVTNG COTNPEN erviLe

connected disabilities, showing those receiving additional compensation for depend-
ents, by class of dependent
[As of June 30, 1955]

Monthiy Average
Class of dependent Number value mggltu}{ely

Total veterans...... e ———— 239,416 | $18, 896,123 $78.93
Veterans less than 50 percent disabled (no dependency ben 168, 968 7,636,073 45.19
Veterans 50 percent or more disabled 70, 448 11, 260, 050 159.83
Without dependents._. ___.__.__._________________________. 20, 699 3,052,726 147.48
‘With dependents_ .. oo 49, 749 8,207,324 164.97
Wifeonly .. __________ 38, 814 6, 315, 965 162.72
Wife, child or children. 8, 650 1,488, 243 172.056
‘Wife, child or children, 91 18, 214 200.15
‘Wife, parent or parents. 392 72, 865 185.88
Child or children only...._._________________ 852 134, 089 157.38
Child or children and parent or parents._.___ 10 1,952 195. 20
Parent or parents only. 940 175, 996 187.23

Total dependents on whose account additional compen-

sation was being paid (no additional compensation for
children in excess of 8) - .- 64,605 || eeeee

47, 947
15,183 |-
1, 505

TaBLE 40.—World War I veterans who were receiving pensions for non-service-
connected disabilities, showing type of major disability and monthly value of awards

Average
Type of disability Number | Fercentof | Monthly | 5,507y
M Loval vaiue
value

Total . i 474,760 100.0 [$35, 155, 581 $74.05
Tuberculosis (lungs and pleura) 14,166 3.0 | 1,014,119 71. 59
Psychiatric and neurological diseases. - 65, 861 13.9 | 5,170,041 78.50
Psychoses. .. ..o ool 15,452 3.3 | 1,157,540 74.91
Other psychiairic and neurological diseases.....____ 50, 409 10.6 | 4,012,501 79. 60
General medical and surgical conditions..____.______.__ 394,733 83.1 | 28,971,421 73.39




TABLE 41.-—Spanish-American War veterans who were
impairment, type of major

[As of June 30, 1955}

receiving compensation for service-connected digsabilities, showing degree of
disability, and monthly value of awards

Psychiatric and neurological diseases

Total Tuberculosis (lungs and pleura)
Total
Degree of impairment b . b 1 P ercenlt .
Average ercen ercent, Average of total ercgnt )
- Percent Monthly of total | of degree of| Monthly . |psychiatric jof degree of
Number | rtotal value mga!}lt&ly WNumber | yipercy- | impair- value mg;ﬁf&y Number |*'214 neu- | impair-
losis ment rological ment
diseases

Total_.oomecaeeee 400 100.0 $72, 584 $181. 48 9 100.0 2.2 $1, 606 $178.44 51 100.0 12.8

QGeneral Laws._. 1 . 8 B 2014 Y PSSR VPR [ RPTSSSST PRI e .

Public Law 2, 73d Cong. 399 9.8 72, 576 181.89 9 100.0 2.2 1, 606 178. 4 51 100.0 12.8

Degree of impairment:
No dlisabllity.._ ... I

1 .2
............ il
20 5.0
9 2.3
53 13.3
35 8.8
50 12,5
5 1.2
225 56.3
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TABLE 41.—S8panish-American War veterans who were receiving compensation for service-connected disabilities, showing degree of
impairment, type of major disability, and monthly value of arards—Continued

Psychiatric and neurologiical cliseases—Continued

Other psychiatric and

General medical and surgical conditions

Total Psychioses neurological diseases
Degree of imjpairraent P ¢
ercen
Average . of fotal Percent i Average
Voaiie” | monthly | Number | MO | Number | MO | Number | Serietel | of dogtesof) Monthly | poneiy
valtle surzical patisien value
conditions

QN 7Y D $9, 881 $193.75 25 $4, 512 26 $5, 369 340 100.0 85.0 $61, 097 $179. 70
Gemersl Laws_.____.ooonoooooo|ooooeooooooc oo e 1 .3 100.0 8 8.00
Public Law 2,73d Cong._ - .ceoo.. 9, 881