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Sir: I have the honor to transmit hevew th the annual report of the
Board of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Sol-
diers,
Very respectfully, vour obedient servaunt,
BENJ, I, BUTLER,.
The SPEAKER
Of the House of" Representatives, Washington, D, C.

WasminagToN, D, C., Junuary 1, 1880,

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress
) assembled :

In obedience to the act of incorporation of the National Home for

Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, the Board of Managers submit the following

REPORT.

It will be observed that this lepmb terminates with the 30th of June,
1879, instead of being brought up to the 1st day of Januay, 1880, Phe
cause of this change of the time of nmkmg this report is as iollo“\

Upon the establishment of this institution it was supported by tfunds
arising out of the tines and forfeitures of officers and soldiers of the lute
war, which were made up on monthly aceowits withont any regard to
ﬂnv fiscal year of the government. The qu.ulou at which 1(~pmts were
required 1)\ the Board of Managers from their inferior ofticers expired
on the last day or February, the 31st of May, the 31st of Angust, and
the 30th of November in each year. But the Lh.mgv of the law by Con-
gress, made after repeated reconmmendations by the bowrd, requiring an.
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annual appropriation for the support of the Home to be made by Con-

gress, it became necessary to bring the fiseal year of our institution in

m.uml with the fiscal year of the ¢ government, Corresponding regula-
tions were made hy the Board of Managevs to eftect this change,

The last annual report was made up to the 30th of Dee mnhm' 1878,
and this report is made up to the Ist of July, 1879, ‘The next wpmt
in January, 1881, will be up to the Ist of Jnl,\', 1880, covering a full
year. .

During the 1hnlw| yoears of its existence our institution has been
reduced into a system of government and expenditure, working with
reasonable \Illl])lluf), entive eflectiveness, and good economy, and with
regularity in all its parts,

As has been the enstom of the hoard, questions intended to elucidate
and exhibit nll the details of' the work of the several branchies were ad-
dressed {o (he eommandanty, the auswers {o which, it is believed, will
furnish all the information desired by Congress as to those dt,tails.
These questions and answers will be found embodied in the report of
General John I, Martindale, the secretary of the board, with his report
thereon, which is herewith uppomlvd el niade o part of this report,

There will also be found submitied herewith copy of the doings of
the Board of Managers relating to the period covered by this veport,

The- Board of \Lumnvm fuke leave to congratulate Congress and the
eountry on the great Denefits conferred upon the disabled soldiers in
this v\puulitnm of the munificenee of the government. granted in this
form to the disabled veterans of the war,  The board [M)Illlb with reason-
able pride to the resnlts herewith submitted, and are glad to challenge
comparison with the resnlts attained, the o\pvmlilmo incurred in any
similar institutions in the country on every score of' cconomy, of' care,
supporty and comfort ol our beneficiirvies,” Nor do we ask any abate-
ment in the comparison between our institution and any other in either
of these regards, whether they may be institutions of lvmnn;,, for the
promotion of health, the taking eave of the insane, or any other State
wmstitutions which may in any (lv--luv nearly resemble ours in eharacter
of heneficiaries,

There is no snbstantially like establishment to ours in the world in
eare of numbers, in extent of usolulno», and in comforts hestow ed, or
in the character of its beneficiavies,  When our establishment was olg an-
ized we had no exemplar.  What at first thought might seem to have
been similar institutions, the Hotel des Invalides in Paris and the Green-
wich Hospital in Englund, were found to be so totally unlike what was
needed as to atord no .ml The Soldiers’ Home at \\’dslnng.,tun indeed,
came somewhat nearer to it; but ax that ineluded only hllll(h'(‘(lh of old
men, where our institution was to accommodate thousands, and as that
was only for soldiers who were entitled to the benefits because of long
periods of service, it allorded us bhut little assistance.  We had a few old

-men who ¢ame to the home to die. We had numbers of young men
disabled, indeed, by the loss of anarm or a leg, or otherwise, many of
whom came to bv tunpor:ml\ supported and instructed until they were
preparved for and could find employment; men of middle age who re-
quired medieal, surgieal, and hospital tre: \tmunt, and required facilities
for m.snu(tum. And as our Army was very largely vmnpow(l of' intel-
tigent and edueated men, for whom must be found mental food in books,
divers nmg.\/.nu,a, and newspapers; and as the institution would fail of
its benefits if' it degener: tted into a monastery, without even umst.mtly
recuarring 1 '(*ll;,i()lls exercises to occupy the mmd and as the institution
was to be a home for the disabled soldier as well as a hospital for those
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sick—not an almshouse or a workhouse— means of instrucetion and amuse-
ment for so large a munber were to be provided, so that we required
libraries, lecture-halls, billinrd- -rooms, howling- ullm s, and other means
of innocent recreation, and alsoa provisions tm' whglon.s teaching.

All these means h.wo been obrained and furnished, which, with proper
discipline enforced in a degree by moral restraint oul\ the well-disposed
disabled soldier has found a home organized and mtc ided to bein as
far as possible a substitute for that of which, by the casualties of war,
he has heen deprived.

THE DISCIPLINE OF THE HOME,

The board have ealléd attention to the fact more than once that if
there was one di.\tmlii'ﬁ;, cause absent from the Homes there would be
essentinily no oceasion for any discipline whatever except simple reg-
ulations as regards ¢ leanliness and habits of m'dm' the necessity for
which ninety-nine one:hinndredths of our beneficiaries learned with their
duties in the tield, That cause need hardly be named, It is o natural
or acquired appetite tor spivitiious and fermented liquors, This leads
to many infractions of the rules of the Home—yea, nearly all acts of dis-
order—and adds to the disability, when unchecked, of a large portion of
our hencticiaries,

The Boavd of Managers have learned to look npon this appetite, as it
exhibits itself’ in our lllslltllhmlh, practieally as a disease acquired from
Army life, more or less increased by the (ll\(]lll(‘t and discomfort. pro-
duced in an individnal by his otherwise diseased and wounded con-
dition—a disease which, like all others, is to be curbed and lessened by
every means in our power, but not treated as a erime.  Unfortunately
we can do no niove than to keep the sale of such liguors off of our
grounds,  DBut the laws of the States in which most of our Homes are
situated are not adapted—certainly not enforced—to preveunt establish-
ments for the sale of impure and poisonous liguors heing offered all
around us, to invite to which every allurement and temptation are offered
to our soldiers.  We eannot make it we would, and we would not it we
could; our institutions prisons, and for all propu' purposes passes are
ar mte(l to our beneficiaries to go to the adjoining cities and villages at
proper, convenient, and limited times.  These passes are used too fre-
quently tor the purpo\e of visiting the places 1 have spokul of, and such
men as visit return from them muceh too frequently in a state wherein
their respect for themselves, their oflicers, their families, and the Home
is wholly lost. Incapable of restraining themselves, they have some-
times to be restrained by force and confined until the effects of the
intoxieation or a debauch have passed away. ;

To meet this evil, and that the soldier may have as little occeasion as
possible to leave our grounds, whieh, with the exeeption of the Iome at
Hampton, are very l«ll'"(‘ (‘()ll\l.sflll" of several hundred acres each, we
have made the v ll]\.s .nul drives tlnough them and the adornments of
them by tlowers and shrabs as attractive as possiblc with the double
view of making the Home pleasant to the lwnoﬂm.\r\, and attracting to
it by its pleasurable features as many good citizens as possivle, so as to
take aw ay all idea of loneliness., '

In furtlier aid in this regard we have caused post-offices and money-
order facilities to be b\tdllll\h(‘(l telegraphic connections to be made, so
that free communication could 'be had with the outer world, by such
means afforded, without leaving owr grounds.

We have ¢ wised stores to be set up, in which all the ordinary neces.
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saries and comforts which men require can be purchased by the bene
ficiuries at a cheaper rate than elsewhere, keeping nccount ot the profits
of such trade, and devoting them as an ¢ amusement fund,” for procuring
lectures, maintaining a band of instroumental musie, making additions
to the library, and other forms of amusement. The beneficial eftects of
this have been seen trowm the fact that a very small percentage of our
heneficiaries make any transgression of the rules and regulations of the
Home. And we may say, without fear of siweeesstul impeachment ot the
statement, that where we have more than three thonsand men assembled
together, as at the Central Branch at Dayton, Ohio, and the same is
true of the other branches except as regards numbers, there is no vil-
lage of w like number anywhere in the country with less ot disturbance
or disorder than at either of our branches of the Home.

Looking upon the appetite for intoxicating liquors as a disease to be
dealt with, we have permitted to be tried at one of' the branches of our
institution—the Northwestern, near Milwaukee, Wis.—tfie effect of fur-
nishing on the ground ¢ lager beer,” to be paid for by the soldiers, and
allowed to be uded in limited quantities only. That experiment has not
been tried for o sutficient length ot time to turnish dafa upon which to
deterniine its success 8o as to have it applied tp all of the branches of
the Home; but from the reports of the commandant of' the Northwestern
Branch, General Hincks, it would seem to have been, under his manage-
ment, sueeessful to a very considerable degree. His report, hereto ap-
pended, exhibits in great detail the evils which he intended to remedy,
the difficulties under which he labored in making the experiment, the
embarrassments which weve thrown in his way, even the eriticisms, and
in some instances the animadversions, of good, honest, religions people,
who, believing in the necessity of temperance, without knowing whereof
they aftirmed, jumped to an adverse conelusion.  People in ignorance of
facts are very linble so to do. So that our experiment, which was in-
tended as an attempt to check the evil of intemperance. was deémed to
be really a movement for some sinister purpose to increase drunkenness.

There will also be found in his report examples of the newspaper eriti-
cisms, made by a different kind of men, upon what he was doing, and
apparently are the result of the organized action of those whose profits
were likely to fail if the end desired should, by what he was doing, be
attained,

The board venture to ask the attention of Congress to the communi.
ciations, and the answers made to them by General Hincks, sent to one
of the members of our board, the President of the United States, appar-
ently upon the assumption that he controlled the action of the Board of
Managers., The President, in the exact discharge of his duty as n mem-
ber of the board, submitted those communications to the Loard, and,
with the courtesy due this distinguished official, the answers to them
were returned to him, which it is not doubted were as satisfactory to
him as they will be to Congress. ,

One result. has been attained from this experiment, as appears from
the statistics afforded by the reports of General Hineks, which are con-
firmed by the reports from the other branches, sufficiently curious to de-
serve notice, and that is that the offeiises against the rules of the Home,
caused by the excessive use of intoxicating liquors, are much greater in
number in case of pensioners in proportion than of non-pensioners; and
that the number of such infractions of the rules is almost in precise ratio
with the amount of the pension of offenders, It is gratitying, how-
ever, to the board to he able to say that, notwithstanding all these dis-
slvantages, the conduet of our beneficiarvies in very great measure has
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been all that could be desived--so great that not exceeding 3 per cent.
break with violence any rules, or commit any oftenses that could he
called such, and a much less per cent, do anything other than stupefy
themselves with liguor; which is a better showing than can he had in
any other community of the same number of men, all ot whom are ahove
the age of twenty-five years,

THE HEALTII OF THI BENEFICIARIES,

It will be remembered that no soldier can be admitted by the law into
the Home who has not been disabled by wounds or sickness incurred in
the line of duty, which disables him from obtaining his living by manual
labor, = Of course, having to pass upon these cases upon applications
coming from all parts of the country, verified by ex parte evidence only,
the bourd have been sometimes imposed upon, but not so often as might
have been reasonubly expected. To correct this, after the applicant has
been in the Home for a reasonable time and the condition of his bodily
health ascertained by examinations of our own surgeons, who are com-
petent men, we discharge those who appear upon such examinations
able to take care of themselves, receiving them back only when we are
reasonably convinced that there has been a change in their bodily con-
dition,

We have endeavored as far as possible at the several Homes to find
some employment for all the men able to work at all, and to have them
do substantially all the work of’ the establishunent, besides establishing
manufactures and carrying on trades in the Home, so far only as they
entail no expense and can become a source ot protfit to the institution.
It ix obvious that if a partially disabled soldier takes the place of a cook,
a buaker, a steward, a tarmer, or laborer, he will not do so without
some inducement, being entitled to his support in the Home without
laboring theretor, “Therefore the Loard have established a low rate of
wages to be paid to the men who so labor to take care of the sick and
infirm who cannot labor at all, and carry on the work of the institution,
which would have to be done by outside labor.

This system has Leen found to be very advantageous; and although
we pay out very considerable sums for such labor, yet the board are
_convineed from our experience that this is the most cconomical way of
conducting the institution. This will be seen when we reflect that em-
ployment, exercise, and something to occupy the thought contributes to
the health of the men; so that while the men who come to us are broken
down with wounds and disease, yet we find not a large proportion who'
require tréatment in the hospital, or daily in quarters. And as they
are comfortably housed and lodged, their food of the most nutritious
and healthy description, and the established sanitary rules are observed,
we find the general health of the men exceedingly good; and our death-
rate shows that their lives are actually prolonged by the care and com-
fort which they receive, The death-rate has been a little less than four
per cent., which is a less percentage than probably can be found in any
other number of men between the ages of 25 and 100 in any other com-
munity. This at last, however, will produce one result, to which we call
notice, s0 that when it shows itself the unthinking and unreflective may
not: be startled at what will be seen to be, when carefully observed, an
inevitable and necessary result.

It will be found, by reference to the report to Congress for the year
1873, that the whole number caved for in the Home during that year
was 5,025, 69 of whom were disabled in the Mexican war and the war of
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1812, and 4,956 in the war of the rebellion; of whom 748 were between
the ages 0f 20 and 30; 2,606 were betweer 'the ages ot 30 and 50; 1,572
between the ages of 50 and 70, and 99 only over the age of 70, Of course
it will be seen that %nhsequent admissions of soldiers disabled in the
same war must be very largely from those that arve of the age of the
majority of the previously admitted,

This will show that a large number of men are of about the same age
with about the.same disabilities, In the course of nature, under the
same care and treatment, their deaths must oceur at about the same
time, so that onr death-rate will finally inerease to a number whieh would
almost appear as i onr Homes were stricken by a fatal epidemic.  But
that is some years in the future, :

DO THE NUMBERS INCREASE!

At the opening of the Howmes in 1867, it was supposed by some that
at the end of ten years the numbers wonld begin to deerease; but pre-
cisely the opposite has been the fact, as full refleetion upon the subjeet
would-have demonstrated,  We find the ratio of net gain has heen about
8 percent.  The past six months does not slm\\' that mtm, becanse in the
mmmg on of the winter months the inerease is mueh larger.  The death-

ate of about 4 per cent. is to be added, making an actual inerease of
about 12 per cent. by new admissions,  ‘I'he inerease by new admissions
being 12 per cent,, and the death-rate 4, it will be seen’ that the increase
must continue until those two rates of percentage shall equal each
other. Readmissions and returns of discharged soldiers about halance
other conditions, o

The great business depression of the past few years doubtless drove
into our Homes a considerable nuimber who in prospervoiis times wounld
not have come, And the appavent opening season of prosperity, if con-
tinued, will probably decrease the number of new applications somewhat.
But as all the soldiers in the late war, in the Home and out, of' course
must be about the same, the breaking down by age, short of death, from
wounds and diwlnhhes will be more apparent in the next tew years.
It will be therefore observed that the percentages of death have not
increased substantially in the last six years from the cause of sustaining
health heretofore mentioned ; xo that, in the opinion of the board, it will
be years before any subet'mtl.ll decregse of numbers will be pen-m\ ed,
and Congress will have to provide by appropriations for the support of
more lmno.mfm'les until that time comes.

EXPENDITURES,

From the experience of the last year the board fear that it w il be
impossible to carry on the institution during the present fiscal year by
means of the appropriations made for that period, which were '5"4 000
short of the amount estimated for by ivhe bourd. This fear avises trom
the following causes: Ifirst, the net increase of men to be carved for,
which, as we have seen, is S per cenf,  Second, from the fact that hm'o
tofore the clothing of the men, which in the tutmo will be a very large
item of expenditure, has been aided by the use of the remmants ot the
stock of clothing provided for the war, which came to us by several acts
of Congress.  This clothing is substf\ntl.\ll\' exhausted, and new clothing
will have to be purchased in the market, or the materials for the saume
purchased, and the clothes made up at the Homes, in whichever way
costing mme than double what our clothing cost before,
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The estimates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1881, were made up
based on the prices and costs ot all .\um)lwsprevullm;, in \[u\ 1879, and
there has been a very large percentage of advance in those pri ('L‘b—lll"\’
30 in most articles—which has to be met out of' the appropriation for
the coming year, While every endeavor will be made in the interests of
economy, yet we eannot. hope even to keep down the cost of our ration
to its 1)1'es(,nt wnprecedentedly low price,  Therefore the board respect-
fully ask Congress to add to, rather (han diminish, the estimates for our
lle('(S\ItI(‘S furnished them by the Secretavy of Wm'- otherwise our de-
ficiency must be very considerable.

In regard to the estimates for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1881, for
the support of the Home, the fact w ill be taken into (,Ollbl(lel'ﬂti()ll hy
Congress that these estimates were very carefully made, after estimutes
were sent in by the commandaiits of the several ln'mwluxs, and, with an
eye to cconomy and the possibilities of' the tuture, were re(luced 20 per
cent,  Therefore any reduction of those estimates, in the judgment of
the board, will only serve to make a ‘deficiency. And the board take
leave to assure (,ongwss that that body can have no more ardent: desire
for the cconomical administration of this great charity than has the
Board of Managers,

Appended hieréto will be found the account of the acting treasuver for
the period covered by this report, to wit, from January. 1, 1870 to June
30, 1879, inclusive; also, a consolidated return of the severnl branehes
for the fiscal yvear ending June 30, 1879, which wnll, at a glance, show
the average number careil for and tho (h.mgm during the year,

PENNIONS,

A considerable nmmber—over one-thivd—of onr beneficiavies in the
HHome are pensioners; but by the Inw we are not allowed to withhold
trom the pensioners who have dependent velatives or families within the-
terms of the law their pensions.  But, by our regulations, such pensiony
are forwarded, so far as it can be done upon the order of the pensioners,
to such (lependent relatives, aud the pensioner has a vight under the
law to require it all,

The Board of Managers are allowed to tuke the pensions from the
men who have no dependent relatives or family ; but, that not heing a
mquncmunt it never has been done except to tal\o (h.n'ge of the pen-
sion and see to it, as far ax we are able, that it is not squandered.  We
require the pensioner to pay for his ('l(»tlnng,, except one suit, which is
givén him by law upon his admission to the Homej; and we also require
fhe clotlnntr to he paid for by those wha-emn wages sufticient for that
purpose w hile in the Home; but whether any portion of the pensions
shall be taken for the suppmt of the Home or not is a question: which
the board has heretofore submitted, and now submit, wholly to the wis-
dom ot' Congress, assuming, however, that, {rom theliberality with which
Congress has acted towards these men, sueh restriction will not. he
imposed.

ARREARN OF PENSION,

By the rules l'htdl)ll\lu‘(l by the Board of Managers all pensioners
must assign their pensions to the Home, to be paid to the treasurer of
the bra: u'h of which they ave inmates, to be used under the rules and
regulations of ths boavd in the moumner preseribel by the law,  The ar-
rears of pension ll, however, gave to a very eonsi derable number ot our
heneficiaries large amounts of money, varving substantially trom %200
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to K100, The Bonrd of Managors, throngh its ofleers, asked the Com.
missioner of Pensions to have these moneys paid fo the treasurer of the
several inehes of the Home, as other pension moneys arve poid.  The
pensioners applied to the Departinent of the Interior to hnve them paid
to themselves diveetly, notwithstunding the assignment to the Home,

The question was submitted to the Attorney-Generaly, who, without
notifying the Board of Manageps that the question was hofore him, and
without heaving them thereon, decided that thay must bo paid to the in-
dividunl pensioner direetly from the Pension OMee. The result was’
that a very considerable number of the pensioners who received arroars
of pension took their money, domanded their dischirges from the Homae
on the ground that they conld now support themselves; and the oflicers,
: kuo“m;.. that they had these sums of monay in their lmmh, certainly
could not say that they could not ; s and as by our rades and regulations
when a mitn ean support himselt he is cntltlod to a dascharge, tlw\ wera
discharged.  Now they ave coming back after one, two, three, and four
months’ absence, with their money entirvely {..mw, ulmmt universally
squandered broken down in health, with added dlanlnlme:-., many of

them only it t subjects for the hospital, to be eared for out of our funds,
making an ml«lmonnl burden upon us.  The boavd do not criticise, a8
they have not the right to eriticise, the decision of the law.olicer of tlu,
government: but assuming it to e the Inw, we bring it to the attention
of Congress, so that it ever hereafter any grafuity is to be given to the
soldiers, so fir as the National Home is conce mnod, it may not be in fact
given to the gambling sharks and ramsellers who prey upon the soldier,
and be in fact a gratuity to théem, and not to the soldier himself, excopt
to be a curse and not a blessing,

THE CAPACITY OF THE HOMES,

In spite of our efforts to l\oop up with the increased ealls upon the
capacity of the Homes to cave tor those who apply tor and are entitled
to the benefits of the institution, while we can say that we have never
turned away a soldier who has a right in the I[ume yet they have been
taxed to their utmost capacity. At some of the ln'.uu,lw.s our amusement
halls have had to be turned into dormitories, while work was béing pros-
ecuted with the utmost vigor to make new and extended barracks for
their use.  And at the pre%out time, while increasing our tonstruction
very largely. we have few, if any, unoceupied beds, and must provide by
future construction for the c\pectcd increase in numbers., As is hereine
betore stateil, we look forward to the time when there will be a decrease
in these numbers; we have therefore endeavored to confine our increase
in construction largely to the Central Branch of the Home, so that when
this decrease comes we can diminish onr expenses by discontinuing the
smaller Homes at the Southern, Fastern, and Northwestern Branches
and increase our funds hy the disposal of the lands, buildings, and equip-
ments of those branches, which, we believe, can be done with the rise of

property for sums quite equal to their cost.

In conclusion, the lm.’ml bespeak for their benehlicaries the continued
care and beneficence of Congress, asking them to unite with us in doing
evervthing that can be plu]wll\' and Bl'ullullll('lll\' done to make the old
age and end of these men, who have suffered for the country, happy,
('“luf(ﬂ'tdl_ﬂ(‘ and homelike as poassible,

Al of which is respectfully submitted.

For the Board of Managers:
BENJ. F. BUTLER, President.
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Consolidated post return of the several branches of the National Home for Disabled T'oluntcer
Soldiers Sor the year tmhm/ June 30, 1579,

PRESENT FOI DUTY.
Commissioned offieers :

L 0 L0 N A . 1
Dopnt\' LOVernors® ool iienina... e iaeseraeteee e, e 3
Treasurer and ATt erINSEeT L i ciereeeeeaaa. Ceerses 1
BUTgeONst L . e e i e ieeee e e 4
Secretariest .... Cerg fneg reeant seenat o e aara s e eecene et et aaaan 2
Steward, Central Braneli ... ..o i ittt it e s 1
(,lmplmn Central Brameho oo iiii it Ce et tesaet et beaans 1
Matron, Cenfral Branel .. oo .o i it it et iiecee tieens crerarnnennnns 1

Total ..... Ceeennan ereraes Ceetteenesaannn e bbbt 14

Non-commissioned officers:

Post adjutant, Central Branch........... PO - 1
.Smgumn muiom .................................. Cieeee e aas “ieeaes 4
Assistant steward, Central num(h ............... 1
Commissary- smgmmts ....................... Ceee et ete et 4
Qumtvrmus!m-xmgc-nnts ................. e e e ee it et b e 4
Hospital stewards. ........... e e beteeraatt et aenetae i, 3
Lieutenant home-guard, Conteal Beanel oo oo oo 1
Sergeauts provost-guard...... e etk i ieeaeeet e aae aaae eer ae e 4
Sergeants ......... Cheeenr teaae e ieeaeeebec et e e tanae Ceern e 41
('mpm.nls i1

'lnl.ll ........ et e i te e iie s aae ate bt tanasea tes b e e 74

Privates oo il i e e e B2
Hmpital:

Sick . Ceee teetreetanceceaane 440
Atfmuhmls et teetateeee st teaanserear e, Ceseeresescnaacs save nanas 114
Total .. .evv i viennan ... hHd

xira duty:

Non-conmiissioned officers............ Neee anenreccaranae e eann Ceeenaae . 4

Privates ... .............. Ceeees P . 1,682
Total present :

Commissionedofficers.....ooianiaiiiion i ... Creestesecerearea et A 14

NON- oM TN O CRIS oo veeiet e it ianaes cieene teennncreennenvannannn 78

Privates ..........iina.e. e fesretmeee e, Cten et et eere e aees H. 368

ABSENT,

\\;ilh leave:

Privates ... ... .. e ereneeccennreaas e reeeeceeeeanaae e 1,33%
Without leave:

Privates ..o e eeeenan P Gh
Total:

Privates ... e aitetenare et ansens e ataaan € et e teeeeceeeeeanaann 1,404

PRESENT AND ABSENT.
Tatal present and absent

Commissioned Ofeers .. L. o it it ieeeen ceeevennatcnaeaeeneaeanan 14

Non-commissioned oflicers o L. . oL it i e e et aan 7R

) 2 5 L U5 T RN 6,779
Aggregate:

This report, June 30, 1879 et i 6, =64

L.ast r(-pmt. June 'iO 1RIR ..., P, eeesses anesecenoneseenaanseranennn 6, 348

NM gain for the \on e et e ee e . Ceereeeeaenan e HiB

’Dbpuly governors of Northwestern, Eastern, and Southern Branehes net as treas-
urers, ) . .
1 Surgeons of Southern and Eastern Branches act as seceretaries,
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CHANGES SINCE LAST REPORT.

Giain.

Commissioned ollicers:
By appointment at Southern Branch...o..... et iiaei e ceen 1
By transfer to Novthwestern Branell coevee ceneoeeiinoieecannn e e 1

Privates:
By admission......... ... J N e et ieeeaeaane e, 1, 562
Bv readmission................. bt e e aeeeeeeraaes 661
B\'tymnstvv eeaeeeeeana Ceeever it et teanmr e 213
By return from desertion............... U 3

Total ...... Ceeeeteceeaaaan e Ceeeean ettt aeestrasen e e 2, 341
Loss,

Conunissioned ofticers
By rerignation, surgeon Novthwestern Beanel oo oL 1
By transfer from Southern Branch.... . ... et ereer e aa et 1

Privates ¢ ’
By diseharge. ..ol et treet st e anan 666
By 'mmnumlv«lisvlmlgml................ ..... 23
By dishonorable (hwh.nm- e et et et eaed ceeeeete e aene e s 5H
BXpelletl o oon i i e e e e 3
By desertion .... .. e eeraeeeeaean P 167
By dropped from temporary al post ... ... ... e ettt eeeeie i 104
B\ LranSIer 1o 0ther DEMENeS oo oor cee e eeee e ie e cenaenns feeme e 213
By traunsfer to insane asylum..... e i ieeeneiieaaneaaa, hereiereeaa 21
By death........ e teenaea e et ettt a et caee ey s 371

Total oot et tteeetasenieeiteceateienciarananaanaee. 1,825
HEALTIL

Number treated in hospital, average each quarter..... e aeerses st 890
Number lrvntod in quarters, «lmlv L) 1 F L P e 100

Totals not given : see average and tren ulnn nt

EDUCATION,

Number of lmu-lu-r:;, Central Braneh ... ..... Cereeen et Cieesesas 1
Number of pupils, Centeal Brancelh.... .. e e Ceemee ceeeaea 49
LIBRARY.

Number of volmmes. ... e eeeeseneen e e et teee e e ... 20,128
Numbher of iy Paperscoee oo i e i i e Creesas 143
Number of weekly papers and pvrmdl(‘uh .......... ceemne s b et 594
NUIMber of vOIMes Femd o oo e es o eee e e e vaecas caemae e mees et 75,379

CITIZEN EMPLOYES,
Males:

On construetion, stone-mason, Novthwestern Branelio oo oiien i ..., }
- Citizen employés, Enstern Beanehooo oo oo e iiiens L e i
Foremen earpenters, one each Central and Southern Branehes. . oooo oo 2
Foreman hlacvksmith, Northwestern Braneh ... .. e e e e ‘1
Eugineers, one each Northwestern and Eastern Branehes o oene e vee e e 2
Teamaters, Eastern Branch ... b e et ecaeteen e mee eeieie ceesaaenen taons ?
Superintendents of favin and stable; one each farm and stable Eastern Branch 9
Asgistant surgeons, one each Central and Northwestern Branches. ... ..... .
Band-loaders, one each Central, Edstern, and Southern Branches. ... ..o .. 3
Musicians, three at Eastern Bmm-ll............. ..... .
(‘m/on‘clurk* one ench Central and Southern Branches . .ooo oo oo oL 2
Landseape gardener, Central Braneh ... 1
Druggists, Northwestern sind Southern Branehes ... ooon oo oneonoonns 2

Baker, Northwestern Braneh ..o oo oo oo .. e 1
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Femnles: .
Hospital matron, Northwestern Braneh.o.o.o oo oL et sttt iueaas 1
Laundresses, Countral, Eustern, aud Sonthern Branches...o oo et ceeens 3
House-clemior, Central Beaneh oo it i iiiieriee teveeniennne 1
B T L) O QS :
REMARKS,
Average present Quring Vear oo i e 5,627
Average present and abhsent during year.... oo iiiall 6, 706
Average cost of ration during yeav.oooe oo el e eceeaeaas 817 30

I certify the ahove to be a correct veport,
E. F. BROWN,

{{arernor.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE NATIONAL HOME
FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS,

OFFICE OF SURGEON-GENERAL, U, 8, A,
Washington, D. C., March 5, 1879.

The board met at the oftice of the Surgeon-General, Washington, D,
C., on:the 5th day of March, 1379, at 12 o'clock m.

There was present, General B. . Butler, Chief Justice M. R, Waite,
Hon. George W, McCrary, Secrvetary of War, Gov. Frederick Smyth,
Col. Leonard A. Harris, Dr. I3, B, Wolcott, General Richawd Coulter,
and Col, John A, Martin, ‘ o

A quorum being in attendance, the board proceeded to elect by ballot
the regular officers for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows:

President, General B. F. Butler,

First Vice-Dresident, General J. H, Martindale.

Second Vice-President, Gov, Frederick Smyth,

Seeretary, General J. H, Martindale,

REPORTS,

The regular quarterly reports from the several branches, including
veturns, estimates, &c., were received, examined, and placed on file,

The board proceeded to consider applications of discharged soldiers
for readmission to the several branches of the National Home,.

READMISSIONR 1'0 CENTRAL BRANCI,

The following soldiers, heretofore discharged, were, for sufficient
reasons, readmitted unconditionally :

Patrick McCarthy, late Company H, Second Ohio Cavalry.

Englebert Mackmann, late Company E, First New York Volunteers,

Charles S. Marks, late Company I, Bighty-eighth Pennsylvania Yol-
unteers.

John Bario, late (‘fompany A, Sixteenth, and E, TFourteenth, New
York Volhunteers.

Bluford 1). Bass, late Company G, Twenty-fourth Indiana Volun.
teers, ’

Hiram L. Brown, late Company D, Twenty-ninth Connecticut Colored
Troops.

George G. Kneisley, late Company F, Fiftieth Pennsylvania Volun-
teers.

William !, Repetoe, late Company D, Seventy-fourth Ohio Volun-
teers,
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David MceCurdy, lnte C ompany D, ’l‘\\ent\ -sixth Indinna Volunteers,

William H. Slaughter, late ¢ mnlmm I, Seventeenth Michigan Volun-
tears,

Philip C. Whitenight, late Company H, Second Penusylvanin Battal-
ion, and A, Sixth l’unns\lvmnn Reserves.,

George Su\ lute (Amnmn\ I, Second New York Veteran Cavalry,

Charles Bisimp, late Cum]mny B, One hundred and sixteenth Penn-
sylvania Volunteers,

Cornelius Kenney, late Company B, Twenty-eighth Massachusetts
Yolunteers,

James Wright, late Company B, Thirtieth Indiann Vohiteers,

Adolph Bwlmw, lnte Company I) Thirteenth Ohio (‘avalry,

Levi A, Hamlin, late Company l) Tenth Connecticut \'uluntoms, and
First Connecticut Battery.

Willinm Casey, late Company E, Second United States Infantry. -

Mark Lane, late Company ]) Second Ohio Cavalry,

Ferdinand \httlestmlt, la'te Lotlllnlltx H, Third Michigan Cavalry.

Nuby Wilson, late Company G, Thirty- Sixth Indiana Volunteers.

James Ryan, late Company D, Twenty-seventh Michigan Volunteers,

George B, Steigerwald, late Company IFy Seventy-third Ohio Volun-
teers.

Robert Shable, Inte Tenth Indiana Battery.

. Edward J: Kavanaugh, late Company G, '}‘hirh’-uinth Ohio Volun-
teers.

And the following is admitted until May 1, 1879, on condition that he
does such work or duty as the gov (,rnox shall duont without pay, and
suanett to re-examinntion at that time

Willinms Dennings, Inte Company II Twenty-ninth Ohio Volunteers.

And the following, on condition that th('v do sueh work or duty as the
governor shall direet, for the period of three months, without pay

Abraham Carson, lute Company K, Forty-second Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers.

John MeCleary, late Company B, IFourth \Imlngan Volunteers,

James Duum;,nn, late Company 1 Twenty-fitth ahd Ninety bl\tll, and
B, Foity-ninth Penmsylvania Volunteer%.

’And the following, on condition that lie does such work or duty as the
governor shall (hleot for thie period of three months; without pay, and
pay his own tmusportutmu to the Home:

Henry A. Belden, late Company K, Seventieth New York Volunteers.

And the t()ll(mmg, on condition that he does such work or duty as the
governor shall direct, for the period of four months, without pay :

Peter Lotz, late Cmnpanv A, Twenty-third Indiana Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that he does such work or duty as the
governoy shall direct, tfor the period of six months, without pay, and
subject to re-examination :

William N, Morris, late Company Ity Seventeenth Indiana Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that he does such work or duty as
the governor shall dirveet, for the period of six months, without pay:

John Ryan, late Company A, Sixteenth, and E, One hundred and
forty-second New York Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that e assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-third of his entive pension for the period of three
months:

Charles Woertz, late Company I, One bundred and eighth Ohio Vol
unteers.

And the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
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National Home, one-half of his entire pension for the period of one
year: ;

Charles McCay, late Company @, Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that his entire pension is paid dirvect
to his fumily for the period of one yeur:

David Seanlin, late Company D, T'wentieth Massachusetts Volun-
teers. ; , ,

And the following is admitted, subject to quarterly examination, to
be discharged when he recovers, and is to do such work or duty as the
governor shall direet, while an inmate, without pay:

Thomas Watson, late Company H, One hundred and thirteenth Ohio
Volunteers,

And the tollowing is admitted until May 1, 18795 if; upon re-examina.
tion at that time, no new disability appears, he is to be discharged, and
he is to do such work or duty ns the governor shall diveet, to that time,
without pay:

Jolm J, Phillips, late Company 1, Thirtieth Massachusetts Volun.
teers, .

The application of the following is refused j his disability not having
been acquired in the service, he is inadmissible:

Herman Bauer, lnte Company K, Fifty-eighth New York Volunteers.

On motion, it was—

Resolved, ‘Phnt George W, Hope, late Company A, Sixth New York Volunteer Cav-
alry, having made an application tor the thivd tine to the B oard of Managers for re-
admission to the Home, and been twice refused, and thrice dishonorably discharged
at two se veral branehes of the Home, sond his application having heen considered by
the board, his readmission is fonud detvimeital to the best interests of the Home, and
not necessary to the applicant, heeanse he has 24 a4 month pension, ont off which he
ought to support himself,

The application of the following is refused:

Joseph Benson, Iate Company IY) Rixty-sixth New York Volunteers.

APPLICATIONS FOR REMISSION OF PENALTIES.

The applications of the following for remission of penalties heretofore
imposed are refused:
Mathias Ludes, late Compuny A, Second Missouri Volunteers.
Charles Bloom, late Company 1, Second New Hampshire Volunteers,
Gilbert Leonard, late Company D, Twenty-seventh New York Volun-
teers. '
MISCELLANEOUS PETITIONS.

The applications of the following, for original admission to the Home
at its Central Branch, are granted: )

George F, Bivins, late Company B, Fourteenth Ohio Volunfeers, and
Company G, Fifteenth United States Infantry.

James I, Platt, late Compuany G, Thirty-fourth Kentucky Volunteers,
and Company L, Fifth Kentucky Cavalry.

READMISSIONS TO NORTHWESTERN BRANCI.

The following soldiers, heretofore discharged, were, for suflicient
reasons, readmitted unconditionally :

William Toombs, Inte Company IY, Ninety-third New York Volun-
teers, A :
Willis Reason, late Company H, Second United States Cavalry,
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Thomas Reagan, late Company ¥, Fifty-eighth Illinois Volunteers,
James Kean, late Company E, Forty-second New York Volunteers.
Theodore Kluge, late Company A, Six’eenth Minois Cavalry.

John B, Hueneman, late Company I, Seventieth Ohio Volunteers,

Alonzo Edick, late Company IY, Fourth New York Volunteers,

James AL Combs, Iate Company I, Nineteenth Massachusetts Volun-
teers, :

Thomas 8. Burke, late Company ¢, Tweltth Massachusetts Volun.
feers,

Aud the following, on condition he labor to pay tor his transportation

Jolin W, Carr, late Compuny E, Twenty-fitth New York Volunteers.

And the following, on condition thit he does sueh work or duty as the
deputy governor shall diveet, for the peviod of two months; without pay :

Christian Klein, late Company I, Second Wisconsin Volunteers,

And the tollowing, on condition that they do such work or duty as the
deputy governor shall diveet, for the period of six months, without pay :
Michael Buvis, late Company G, Fifteenth Connecticnt Volunteers,

Michael Fitzgerald, Iate Company H, Second Hlinois Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that they assign, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-half of their several pensions for the period ot two
months: . V

James Dougherty, late Company I, Ninetieth Illinois Volunteers,

Frederick Boethe, late Company G, First Pennsylvania Artillery,

And the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-half’ of his entire pension for the period of three
months:

Jumes Ford, late Compuny 5, One hundred and FEighty-third Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, ,

And the tollowing, on condition that he does sneh work or duty as
the deputy governor shall direet, without pay, while he remains an in-
mate of the Home: ,

James G, Winters, late Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry,

The applications of the following are refused, they being inadmissible :

Julins Schmidt, Iate Company B, Twenty-fowrth Hiinois Volunteers.

Jumes Havey, lnte Company K, Nineteenth Massachusetts Yolunteers,

The application of the tollowing is refused, and hie is not to be admit-
ted even temporarily at post:

Herrman Cober, Inte Company 19 Fidteenth Missouri Volunteers.

APPLICATIONR FOR REMISSRION OF PENALTIEN,

The application of the following for remission of penalty heretofore
imposed by the board is granted, so far that one:half of the fine is re-
mitted on condition it is paid to his mother.  Another petition from this
applicant for remission of penalty will not be entertained by the board :

atrick Murphy, late Company H, One hundred and forty-seventh
New York Volunteers, :

And the application of the following is granted, on condition that the
amount of pension forfeited be paid divect to his wife, and that he does
such work or duty as the deputy governor shall diveet, tor the period of
six months, without pay :

Johm B, Hassett, late Company I, One hundred and sixth Pennsyl-
‘ania Volunteers,

The applications of thefollowing for remission ot penalties heretofore
imposed are refused:

Peter Forster, late Company €, One hundred and sixteenth New York
Volunteers.
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James McCarthy, late Company D, Seventy-first New York Volun-
teers,
John D, Parmeter, late Company G, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers. '
MISCELLANEOUS PETITIONS,

The petition of the following for a discharge from the Home is grant-
ed, on condition that he pay to the Home the cost of his keep since his
readmission, at the rmte of 29 per month:

Qeorge I, White, late Company K, One hundred and fifty-second New
York Volunteers,

READMISSIONS TO EASTERN BRANCI,

The following soldiers, heretofore discharged, were, for sufticient rea-
sony, readmitted unconditionally:

Thomas Rooney, late Company I, Niuth Massachusetts Volunteers,

Patrick Bolton, late Company I, Fifty-fourth New York Volunteers,

Daniel Plummer, late Company I¥, Eleventh Maine Volunteers,

James Hayden, late Company I, Twenty-fourth New York Volun-
teers.

Bernard Iinu, late Company I, Second Massachusetts Volunteers.

Levi J. Joslin, late Company G, Second New Hampshire Volunteers.

And the following is readmited, subject to re-examination by surgeon
on Ist May, 1879:

Simri Whitney, late Company C, Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers.

And the following, on condition that he does such work or duty as
the deputy governor shall direct, for the period of one month, without
pay: , .

John Delaney, late Company I, Fifth New Haunpshire Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that he does such work or duty as the
deputy governor shall direct, for the period of six months, without pay:

John Moriarty, late Company B, Fitth New Hampshire Volunteers,

And the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-half of his entire pension for the period of two
months:

Charles O'Brien, late Company A, Eighty-eighth New York Volun-
teers,

And the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-half of his entire pension for the period of three
months:

ddward Dailey, late Company K, One hundred and fifty-cighth New
York Volunteers.

And the following, on condition that they assign, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-hialf of their several pensions for the period of six
months:

Robert C. Horrigan, late Company E, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts Vol-
miteers.

- Ebenezer Bacon, late Company A, Twenty-eighth Massachusetts Vol-
unteers.

Aund the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, three-fourths of his pension for the period of one year:

Samuel Collioud, late Company H, Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania Vol-
miteers,

APPLICATIONS FOR THE REMISSION OF PENALTIES.

The application of the following for remission of penalty heretofore
imposed is refused:
Bridlley Hall, late Company I, Fortieth New York Volunteers.
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READMISSIONS TO SOUTHERN BRANCH,

The following soldiers, herctofore dl\(,h.\rge(l were, for sullicient rea-
sons, readmitted unconditionally :

Thomas 1., Davis, late Compmw H, Third New Jersey Volunteers.

G. W, Dempsey, late Company K, 1 ighth New Jersey Volunteers.

Edgar H. Price, late Company K Second New Jersey Volunteers,

Thomas W. \Iuhe\, late Companb C, Sixty-ninth New York Volun-
teers.

Albert Britigan, late Company G, Seventeenth Penusylvanin Volun-
teers,

Adam Reid, late Company K, First men(ms, Mexican war,

Thomas Mitclwll late (Jompan) C, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volun-
teers.

W. W, Coleman, late Company @, Sixteenth Wisconsin Vo liteers,

Patrick Martin, late Company G, Sixty-second New York Volunteers,

Thomas Mc(:ube, late Company H, One hundred and forty-fifth New
York Volunteers,

And the following is readmitted, but he is to be reported for admis-
sion to the Government Hospital for the Insane:

James O'Neill, late Company H, Four th Massacltusetts Cavalry.

And the followmg on condition that he does such work or duty as the
deputy governor shall direct, for the period of two months, without pay:

William Hoyt, late (‘omp.\nv H, Forty-seventh New York Volunteers.

And the fnllowmg, on condition that they do such work or duty as
the deputy governor shall direct, for the period of three months, without
pay:

Frank Stanford, late Company O, Fifteenth Conuecticut Volunteers.

George Cor coran, late Company II Second Connecticut Artillery.

George E, Hutchinson, late Cmnpmw C, Tenth Ohio Cavalry.

And the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-half of his entire pension for the period of two
months, and does such work or duty as the deputy governor shall direct,
for the same period, without pay:

Casper Klock, late Company b Fortieth New York Volunteers.

And the followmg, on condition that they assign, absolutely, to the
National Home, one-half of their several pensions for the period of thres
months :

Dennis Welsh, late Company K, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volun-
teers.

Andrew Lyons, late Company E, Thirty -second New York Volunteers.

And the following, on condition that he assigns, absolutely, to the
National Home, his entire pension for the period of three months:

John Zarembo, late Company L, Second Illinois Light Artillery, and
Company I, Twenty-fourth Umted States Infantry.

And the follomng, on condition that $18 a_month from his pension
be paid direct to his wife while he remains an inmate of the Iome, and
lie is not to be discharged without an order from the Board of Managers:

John Brien, late Company (&, Ninety-seventh New York Volunteers.

The l])])llmlfl()llb of the followmg are refused, and they are not to be
admitted even temporarily at post without a vott, of the Board of Man-
agers:

Charles F, Strawberry, lute Company H, One hundredth Pennsylva-
nia Volunteers.

Morton Walsh, late Company G, Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers.

The application of the following is refused. He is not to be admitted

H. Mis. 14—2
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even femporarily at post, and his application will not be entertained
again by the board:

Stephen Fountain, Inte Company 1, Fourth Maryland Volunteers.

The applications of the following ave refused @

Robert Brown, late Company D, One hundred and twenty-seventh
New, York Yolunteers,

Nelson Shafer, late Company I, Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers,
the latter being inadmissible under the rales,

APPLICATTIONS FOR REMISSION OF PENALTIES,

The applieation of the following for remission of penalty heretofore
imposed is granted on the following terms: That Captain Woodlin may
use the amount necessary to pay the expense of putting the applicant
on board a steamer for France or Belgium on the day she sails, and see
Fraipont