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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS

OF

THE NATIONAL HOME
FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1906.

10 the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Coga.

gress of the United States. ) .

GENTLEMEN: The Board of Managers of the National Home for Dis-

abled Volunteer Soldiers, in obedience to law, presents the following
report of the institution under its charge for the year ending June 30,
1906: :
Gen, Martin T, McMahon, president of the Board, died in New
York City, aftor a very brief illness, April 21,1906, General McMahon
was appointed a member of the Board in 1880, was reappointed for
four successive terms, serving continuously to the date of his death.
He was secretary of the Board from 1880 to 1898 and president from
1900 until his death, The Board in its proceedings, the minutes of
which are included in the secretary’s report and transmitted herewith,
has placed on record its sense of the great loss suffered by the Home
in his death and its appreciation of hig noble and lovable character,

By joint resolution of Congress approved May 7, 1906, Charles M.
Anderson, Willianr Warner, and Franklin Murphy were appointed
members of the Board of Managers, in each case to succeed themselves;
and James . W. Wadsworth, of New York, was appointed to fill the
vacancy caused by the'death of Gen. Martin T. MeMuhon.

The Board has performed its duties as req‘uired by law, visiting and-
inspecting the several Branch Homes, attonding to the care and disci-
pline of the members, supervising contracts for the construction of
new buildings, for repairs, for materials and supplies, and arranging
for their proper distribution.

The several Branches have been carefully inspected by the inspect-
ing officers of the Home at stated intervals, and irregularitics and
def(eizots of a minor character have been pointed out and corrections
made,

Under the provisions of the act npproved August 18, 1894, the Home
has also been inspected by Col. John L. Chamberlain, inspector-gen-
%sal, United States Army, the officer designated by the Sceretary of

ar,

During the year which ended June 30, 1906, 34,810 members were
cared for, Of this number 21,105 were maintained throughout the
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8 "NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS,

year. The gains in membership during the year by admissions, read-
missions, etc., were 6,733; the losses during the same period from
various causes were 6,141, a net gain of 592, In the State Homes, 80
in number, 19,783 disabled soldiers and sailors were cared for, 11,709

being maintained throughout the year.,

The whole number cared for

in the National Home and in the State Homes was 54,598, an increase

over the preceding year of 863.
The following table shows t

ending, respectively, June 30, 1905, and June 30, 1906:

Comparative statistics for the years ending June 30, 1906, and June 30, 1906.

he comparative statistics for the years

Subjeet 1905 h:’orensc OF | per. 1506 lr(nlcrcase OF | por.
subject. . ecrease . ecrease
from 1004, | ot from 1905, | °Bt
Amount expended for the main-
tenance of the Home .,......... $3, 343,696,067 | $100,904.29 | 3.11 |$3,334,414.18 | a$9,2682,49 | 0.278
Annual cost of maintenance of
ERCN AN L. vvvviiinrneiiiaenness $167.76 $1.88 | 0.88 $154. 65 ag3,21 | 2.03
Average number of members
present...ooiae, i ey 21,097 360 | 1.74 21,105 8| .038
Average number of members .
gresem and absent. . oovviion . 28,142 481 | 1,74 28,630 488 1 1,78
Whole numbher eared for..... 34,053 1,014 | 8,07 34,510 767 | 2,22
Number of members cuared for . .
who served in the Spanish war \
and Provisional Army «......... 1, 49 267 132.45 1,238 189 118,02
Average age of members cared
for who served in the Mexican
and cdvil wars o oo, 66, 206 0.62 ] ,791 66, 76 0.49 | .740
Average uge of members cared
for who served in the S8panish
war and Provisional Army ..... 37,66 8.18 | 9.25 38,28 0.72 1 1.92
Number of deaths........ revesess -2, 163 2431 111,96 2, 148 alb| .693
Average age of members deceased
whoserved in the Mexlean and
CIVEL WATH o vvveiisnienrernineege 68, 87 0.08} .116 69,78 0.91 | 1,82
Avernge age of mombhers deceased
who served in the Spanish war )
and Provisional Army .......... 35, b1 0.65 | 1.86 36.70 1,24 | 8.49
Average length of mewmbership,
in {eum,() those whodled,..... 10, 21 0.39 | 3.97 10.18 { @0.03] %01
Pensloners (whole number cared
[ (7 32,722 821 | 2,67 | - 32,224 a498 | 1,62
Penslons recelved...oovnann, veeo|83,464,702,68 | 8148,685, 48 | 4,060 183,672,124,26 | $117,371.68 | 8,40
Averagoe amount of penston (per
YERT) tvvrenensnsnonnrarnarsansens $122,82 81,06 | .87 $127,46 $4,63 13,78
Amount sent to families through
the Home..vovviiieneninniiens .| 786,309,456 | 8307,319,23 [64.16 8776,672,06 | a 810, 696, H0 1.?6
Pald direct to pensioners, .......,. 82,624,417,63 [«8144,501,04 | 5,23 |82, 741,650,.04 | 117,182,561 | 4,45
Aggregate number of colored
MEMDEIB. o vstsierarevrsssraonsse 1,180 168 {16.60 1,218 83128
Average numbher present in 30 -
Stato Homes in 27 States ....000e 11,441 A7 1221 11, 709 268 1 2,84
Avcrmie number present and ab- :
gent In State Homes, ooovvivenes 13, 961 246 | 1,65 14,162 201 11,44
Whole number cared for in State
Homes vivyvvvviiinieiasnoninann, 19,677 865 | 4,60 19,783 106 .-6?9
Amount paid to State Homes .,.../81,188,879,87 | $104,983.73 [10.64 [81,263,879,87 | $192,071,94 [17.9
Average number present for the
{Iear in National and State
OIMEB ¢ 4vevernonersoessrtnserns 82,638 607 | 1.90 32, 814 276 | .848
Average number present and ab- ..
sent for the year in Natlonal
and State Homes..... 42,103 707 | 1.7 42,792 689 | 1,63
Whole number cared for during
the year in National and State
Homes (.oooovvvinnnnn Ceeeannenes 63,730 1,879 | 3.64 |- 64,593 863 | 1.41
a Decreese,

The cost of maintenance per capita was $154.55, a decrease of $3.21,

The only loss by fire during the yea
In the early morning of August 21
kitchen adjoining the general mess hall.

r was at the Southern Branch.
1906, a fire broke out in the
The kitchen and a large por-

tion of its equipment was entirely destroyed, but by the exertions of
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the members and employees of the Home, efficiently aided by the fire
departments of the neighboring towns of Hampton and Phwbus, the
mess hall building was saved. The total loss is estimated at $10,570,

The general health of the members has been good, and. no epidemic
disease has prevailed. The number of deaths was 2,148, a decrease of
15 from the preceding year. «

An entirely new problem in connection with the care of the sick has
developed as the result of the admission of a leper, who served in the
Provisional Army and acquired the disease in the Philippine Islands,
to one of the Branch Homes. His presence is such a menace to the
welfare of others that efforts have been made to provide for him else-
where. Unexpected and insurmountable difticulties have been encoun-
tored in the pursuit of this object, and the fact has been revealed that
the various leper colonies in this country are all under local control
and not open to patients at large. The number of soldiers and others
who have returned from residence in the Philippine Islands is large
enough to constitute a possible source of the future development of
this insidious and loathsome disense in this country, and suggests the
necessity for action by Congress that will secure the admission of
lepers that may have a claim upon the Government for maintenance
to one of the existing colonies or provide for them in a colony estab-
lished for the purpose. % )

The moneys appropriated by Congress for aid to State Homes under
the provisions ot the act of Congress approved August 27, 1888, have
heen apportioned and paid to the several States in accordance with the
requirements of the act referred to and the further conditions imposed
by the act approved April 28, 1904, The several State Homes, 80 in
number, have each been twice inspected during the year by officers of
the inspection department of the Home.

BATTLE MOUNTAIN SANITARIUM,

The following is a statement of the condition of the appropriations
for the construction of the Sanitarium, December 1, 1906:

Baltle Mowdain Sanitarivm—Construction.,

| Liabilities and |Appropriations
| expenditures, to date.
. e e e e AR | e
Appropriations by Cnn%css:
Act approved My 20, 1902, .0 vi it iiie it i #1050, 000, 00
Act approved March 8, 1003, ..... et iriee e O 350, 000, 00
Act approved April 24, 1904, ... 0iiii il e 76, 000, 00
Liabilities und expenditures:
Existing contracts for construction and equipment, jncluding .
architect's fees....oiviianne et ettt et e s taeaaeenaiaaes 8357,248.47 ...l
Incidental expenditures, Including services ...l 10, 73450 |oeevevnvnennnnnn
Total Habilities and oxpenditures . ....ooovviiiiiiinienniiine 567,977.97 |ooooivines hevee
Available for future expenditures. ... .ooveiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiiieeienns 7,022,038 f..oooiiiainns
TOLALL ¢ et eeernvseeennanensonnnnnnnnsnnnssssssansesssnnnnssannsnnnn 675, 000, 00 576,000, 00

The work of constructing this Sanitarium has been carried on with
difficulty on account of the remoteness of its location from business
centers, The labor question bas been a serious one for the contractors,
and difficulties incident to the transportation of materials by the rail-
roads have added to their troubles, The hopes that the institution
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would be open for the reception of patients in time to be recorded in
this report have not been realized, and while the buildings of the main
group are practically completed and patients might be received by the
Ist of January, 1907, it may bo- deemed unwise to subject the sick
members who are to be treated there to the discomforts of a long
journey in the winter season, and for this reason the question of de-
ferring the opening of the institution until the early spring is under
consideration.

In view of the condition attached to the appropriation fov the sup-
port of the Home-for the fiseal year 1907 (net approved June 30, 1906),
**That no part of this appropriation shall be available after Muarch
fourth, nincteen hundl'e(‘ and seven, except on condition that no bar-
or canteen shall be maintained at said Homes for the sale of beer,
wine, or other intoxicating liquors after said date,” a brief statement
in relation to the subject appears to be ealled for.

The sale of intoxicating liquors, in the general meaning of the term,
has never heen permitted on the grounds of any Branch of the National
Home. In the early days of the IHome, when the governors were
allowed a wider exercise of discretion, the practice of selling beer at
the Home store to members grew up at one or two of the older Homes,
and it being stated that such sale was in the interests of good disci-
oline, was permitted. In 1886 Gen. M. R, Patrick, governor of the
Jentral Branch, established a heer hall for the benelit of the members
and on August 1, 1887, rendered a report on the subject. As General
Patrick had been an active temperance man all his life, and was known
to possess sound sense and excellent judgment, his report was consid-
ered of great value and was accepted as showing conclusively that the
opening of the beer hall had produced a very marked effect in reducing
drunkenness among the members at the Central Branch, and that it
wis 0 valuable aid in the maintenance of good order and discipline,
The report is transmitted herewith,

In 1890 the governors of the several Branches were required to state
in theirannual reports whether, in their opinion, the sale of beer tended
to. the advantage of the members. The opinions expressed in the
reports were in all cases favorable to the sale of beer as conducing
to temperance by keeping the members from frequenting the saloons
and low dives, which in many instances surrounded the Homes, and
sutisfying the desire for stimulants, which in many cases was incident
to their disabilities and feeble condition of health,

In view of evidence from all sources that the sale of beer was to the
rreat advantage of the members, both physically and morally, the beer
ull became a recognized feature of all of the Branches, except the
Marion Branch, which was established in 1890. In deference to the
wishes of one of the Managers no beer hall was opened at that Branch
until January 6, 1906, when the experiment was discontinued the
result showing that its absence was an injury rather than a benefit to
the membenrs. ‘ .

The regulations of the Home, which have been in foree for some
years, governing the operation of the beer halls, are as follows:

194. When beer is sold at a Branch under post-fund management the utmost care
must be exercigsed to prevent any member from drinking to excess. The place of
eale will be under the direct charge of a discreet noncommissioned officer, assisted
by a suflicient nummber of suitable members selected from the guard force. They
will be present at all times when the place is open for sales, and ‘will have power to
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make arrests or expel from the place any persons showing evidences of intoxication
or a disposition to create disorder,

195, In the management and conduct of the beor hall or building used for such
purpose, the following rules will be strictly observed and enforced:

1. Temperance is to be taught and encouraged at all times.

h2.l blIlo member visibly under the influence of intoxicants shall be admitted to

the hall,

3. The hall shall not be opened before breakiast. It shall he closed between 12
and 1 o'clock, noon, and closed for the day one-half hour before supper.

4. But one ticket shall be sold to any membher at any one time.

5. Governors of Branches may limit the amount of beer to be sold to any member
and may make special arrangements for members employed in the shops,

The beer which is purchased for sale is required to be the best that
the market affords. It is subjected to rigid analysis by a disinterested
chemist, and beer showing a small percentage of alcohol, from 3 to 4
per cent, is preferred. )

The profits from the sale of beer have heen expended exclusively
for the hénefit of the members of the Home, chiefly for amusements.
Theatrical and other entertainments have heen provided; assembly
halls, club houses, and chapels have been built and equipped and out-
of-door amusements provided; and the appropriations of Congress for
the support of bands have been largely supplemented by expenditures
from the post fund, which has chiefly acerued from profits on the sale
o! heer,

The conditions of admission to the Home are such that all of the
members must be disabled_and without means of support. To enjoy
its benefits they must separate themselves from their families and kin-
dred; 96 per cent of the total membership fought in the civil war;
their average age is nearly 67 years, and many of them are the victims
of misfortune. They are thrown together as comparative strangers
at an age when new friendships are not rendily formed, and their tend-
ency is to brood over their life failures.  Unless they are affovded some
diversions they swell the hospital rolls and the death rate, The social
influences of the beer hall and the diversions and entertainments inci-
dent to its operation have contributed in no small degree to the health
and contentment of the members of the Home,

InJuly last the governors of all the Branches werve required to report
in relation to the operation of the beer hall at their respective Branch
Homes, as to its eﬂluct upon discipline and the sobriety ot the mem-
bers, and to furnish stutistics from the records hearing upon the sub-
ject.  These reports without exception furnish positive evidence ag to
the value of the beer hall in the promotion of temperance, sobriety
and moral conduct. The chaplains of all the Branch Tlomes wore also
requested to report on the same subject.  Of the cighteen chaplains,
all but two report strongly in favor of the beer hall as an influnce for
good in the life'of the disabled soldiers, The reports of the governors
and chaplains referred to accompany this report, '

The members ot this Board have given diligent and faithful con-
sideration to the subject of the sale of beer to members of the Home;
their knowledge of tjm needs of the disabled soldiers whose welfare is
intrusted to them is based upon actual contact with the conditions
which prevail; their opinions on the subject arve the result of careful
investigation, and it is the unanimous opinion of the Board that the
discontinuance of the sale of beer will be a distincet detriment to the
moral and physical interests of the members of the Home, tending, as
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v !
it surely will, to drive the members into the low saloons and dives of
the vilest character, which unfortunately are found adjacent to nearly
all of the Branch Homes.

The report of the secretary of the Board, with which he transmits
the journal of the proceedings of the Board of Managers, the record
of membership and the reports of the governorsof the several Branches;
the report of the general treasurer showing the financial transactions
of the Home from its organization and for the fiscal year 1906, esti-
mates for the fiscal year 1908, ete.; the report of the inspector-general
and chief surgeon giving statistics as to membership and health, and
his report of the inspection of State Homes under authority given to
the Board of Managers by the act approved August 27, 1888, all
accompany this report, the table of contents showing in detail the
tabulated statements and other papers which relate to each report.

. FrankriN Murrhny,
President Board of Munagers,
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.



GOVERNORS' REPORTS ON BEER HALL.

[{From annual report of Central Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteet
Soldiers for the year ending June 30, 1887.]
!
CENTRAL BRANCH,

NatioNAL HomE FOR DiSABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS,
‘ August 1, 1887.
GENERAL: | have the honor to submit the following report of this

Branch for the year ending June 30, 1887:
* * * * * * *

Soon after the commencement of this last finuncial year (July 12) a
beer hall was opened here in the Home for the benetit of its members.

As is well known to the Board, it was a matter that had been under
discussion for years. In the Army it has been the usage to sell beor
certainly for more than half a century, and for several years (I know
not how many) at the other Branches of the National Home,

For some reason, I know not what, a terrible outery was made
through the press, through the mails, and by personal appeals to the
governor, for the redress of this outrage upon the members of the
Central Branch and upon the interests of good order, good morals,
and religion generally,

Possibly the fact that the governor had been known for more than
fifty years as an active temperance man, both in military and in civil
life, may have had something to do with this onslaught upon him as a
renegade, It is very true that the governor would gladly close every
saloon in the land if it were in his power, but inasmuch as this Cen-
tral Branch is hedged in on all sides by saloons, dives, and hells of the
vilest character to entrap our men the moment they are outside of the
gates, it seemed wise to choose the less of the two evils, either to furnish
them with the best article of beer that can be purchased in the Home
at a cheap rate, and retain our men under our own control, or suffer
them to go outside, get drunk on the vilest drinks of every kind, get
robbed of their money and kicked into the street, or secreted in the
infamous dives that surround us until their money is exhausted and
they are turned out penniless.

"The statistics and records of this Branch for the past year speak for
themselves: !

The ofticial report of Hon, Ira Crawford, mayor of Dayton, gives
the number of arrests of our members from July 12, 1885, to July 1,
1886, as 486, while for the same length of time after the beer hall was
opened (July 12, 1886, to July 1, 1887), as 274, a difference of 212,

'The surgeon reportsthat the small number treated for alcoholism this
year (14) as compared with 38 in 1886 and 35 in 1885, is, without doubt,
in his opinion, to be credited to the less number of members who are
ﬁiven to protracted debauches and bad liquor since the opening of the

eer hall,  Only such cases as can not with safety be treated out of the
hospital are brought to hospital for treatment after a spree, and those
13
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treated in camp, especially at the guardhouse, are not one-fitth as
many this vear as in former years. -

That a large number of our men will drink to excess when they have
the opportunity is true, and notwithstanding the watchfulness of our
employees at the beer hall these shrewd old topers will manage to get
tight; but on leaving the beer hall, if they show intoxication they are
at once sent up to the guardhouse to remain until the next morning,
without having had an opportunity to kick up a row in town or on
their way home, or along the avenues of the Home,

Still another result: The beer we furnish is of the very best, and the
man who gets intoxieated on it to-day is fit to be turned out to-morrow
morning at 8 o’clock with a clear head and ready for duty, whereas a
town drunk renders a man unfit for duty two, three, and four days.

Once more: The ery that less money would be sent by pensioners
and employees to their families is disposed of by the showing of the
treasurer's report and that of the postmaster,

The discipline and good order of the Home have never heen as good
as now within the last six or seven years at least, nor have the men
been as contented, ’

I am happy to say that candid men and women of the most intense
prohibition proclivities, who have heen here at the Home and in Day-
ton making investigations fuirly on the spot, have decided that under
the circumstances it is best to leave the Home authorities to the exer-
cise of their own judgment in this matter,

It is only theorists and fanaties at a distance, who know nothing of
the circumstances, who keep up the cry, ** Down with the beer saloon
at the Soldiers’ Ilome.”  There are those who for their own purposes
make statements to the effect that the men of the Home ave induced to
putronize the heer hall for the pecuniary benefit of somebody, pre-
sumably the Home authorities, }b is true that the Home authorities
and all connected with the Home are henefited by the expenditure of
money inside of the Home instead of outside, the profits aceruing from
the sale of heer within the Home going to the post fund, which, as
seen by the treasurer’s report, hus been very lm'gclly increased, thereby
enabling the council of administration, of which the governor is chair-
man, to greatly increase the band, to atford more frequent amusements
and of a higher class: to replenish library, reading room, ete.; and, in
general terms, to expend a large sum of money during the last year
with the sole object of giving pleasure, comfort, and enjoyment to the
men beyond what is provided for by Congressional appropriations.

It is not to he supposed that it is our object to make money, even
for these purposes, at the expense of the health or morals of the men,

As we find it nccessar'y we place restrictions upon hundreds of our
men, some heing entirely debarred from the beer hall and others being
limited to one or two glasses, according to their physical, mental, or
moral condition,

It is the opinion of every officer of this Home, whether prohibitionist
or otherwise, that under existing circumstances the beer hall has
reduced vice, crime, debauchery, sickness, and the waste of money that
should go to the families of members, in a very marked degree.

Very respectfully, yours, .
(Signed) M. R. Parrick, Governor.
Gien, M, I, McMation,
Seeretary Board of Managers,
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.



NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS. 16

CENTRAL BRANCH.,

OcroBER 6, 1906,

Sir: Referring to letter of 17th July last from president’s office,
requesting a report as to the operations of the beer hall at Central
Branch and its effect upon discipline and the sobriety of the members
gince the establishment of the Branch, so far as statistics may be avail-
able, I would respectfully submit the accompanying statement, which
gives certain data relating to discipline, ete., based on the average
number of members present each year. Most of the statistics for this
statement were secured from the annual reports of the Central Branch,

The earliest annual report of the Central Branch on file is for the
year 1875, but not until the report for 1884 is reached are the statis-
tics in relation to discipline at all complete. In order to secure
information for an earlicr year the offenders’ docket for 1877 was
unearthed, and the record of offenses, under the heads of * Drunken-
ness,” *“Absence without leave,” ¢* Bringing in whisky,” and ** Station
house in Dayton,” were secured; but the classification of offenses in
those early days was so different from the present that it is difficult to
secure the desired information,

While it was not possible to secure statistics relating to discipline
from the date of the establishment of the Branch they date back in
most cases to cover at least two or three years before the establish-
ment of the beer hall, July 12, 1886. The per cent of offenses to the
average number present varies greatly under most of the heady shown
in the statement, ’

At the time the heer hall was established in the Central Branch in
1886, with the advice and the nuthority of the president of the honor-
able Board of Managers, Gen, W, B, Franklin was president of the
Board and Gen, M. R. Patrick was governor of the Branch, Both
gentlemen were life-long temperance believers, and in their lives prac-
ticed temperance in all things. The latter was all his life, as is well
known, a ** total abstainer,” I mention these fadts to show that the
sale of beer in the Home to members began at a time when broad-
minded, capable men were at the helm—men who knew best how to
regulate and control the habits of the old soldiers. Twenty years’ use
has, I believe, satisfied every one familiar with all the facts, that the
heer hall here has been of very great henefit to the members who
recuire stimulants in prolonging their lives, promoting their comfort
and contentment in t{m Home and in helping them to avoid baneful
influences outside of the Home, and to other members by securing
many comforts and conveniences in the Home that they could not
otherwise have, '

I have already submitted statements on the subject by the chaplains
here, and submit herewith letter to me by Major Berlin, who has been
the adjutant-general of the Branch for twenty years, whose statements
I approve,

Very respectfully,
(Signed) J. B, THoMas,
(overnor,
Hon. FRANKLIN MuUrrHY,
President Board of Managers.
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Data rvelating to **Discipline,”’ ete., hused on ** Average present,’’ in the Central Branch,

Per cent

Per cent Per cent
Per cent on

on ' \ on oo Average
, Average on lohargeof |[Charge off 5y | Pereent | Gy ount
Yenr.a present, c(?ﬂ‘;gim absent ':)"ﬁt‘?l‘ll charges oﬂer(x)(flers spent in
without | °Y on official "Ibeer hall,

; enness. | oo, aut‘hori- docket

' ties, *

4660 | 154 | 224 |

1 814
}u; [ BT+ 814 16,72
4,h12 13-+ 204 o) ‘ 8+ 32+ 16,28
i
a Ended June 30, after 1878, o Form changed,

b Beer hall opened at Central Branch, July 12, 1886,

JuLy 28, 1906,

Sir: Referring to your inquiry as to my opinion about the heer hall,
whether its continuation would he to the best interest of the Home and
to the advantage of the members or not, I have the honor to state that
my experience proves to my satisfaction that there has been much less
drunkenness in the Home and out of it since the beer hall was opened
than before. 'There are many members of the Home, now old men
who have from their youth been used to some kind of stimulant, and
to those it is difficult to stop a lifelong habit, Many of them are now
satisfied with beer, whereas if the beer hall was closed they would go
outside, where they would be enticed into vile dens and tempted to
drink had whisky, often drugged, and after they had become drunk
they would be robbed and thrown into the street. In the beer hall the
quantity allowed any one man is regulated, and should he show the effect
of too much beer he is sent to his barrack. ‘Temperance is a beautiful
thing, and total abstinence might he desirable, but it can not be
enforced by legislation, just as little as embezzlement or peculation
can be stopped by introducing new methods of bookkeeping or bf/
legislation, If a man wants to steal and he has the opportunity he will
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do it, and it is only an innate sense of honesty and a determination to
remain honest that prevents him from stealing, just as if a man is used
to drink and needs it he will find a way to satisfy his appetite, not-
withstanding all legislation, and only his own will power will keep
him from excess. Whether the beer hall induces to sociability I can
not positively say, but think it naturally ought to do so, and, living
close by it, I must say 1 have never heard the sound of quarreling
from there, but frequently a buzzing sound of many voices, as in
amicable conversation, Considering the matter from all sides, I am
of the opinion that the discipline of the Home is better and that the
enforced life of idleness is more endurable to many of its members
with the beer hall than it would be without it. The income derived
from the sale of beer is used for the benefit and amusement of the
members, and its closing would deprive them of many enjoyable hours.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) CArL BeRrLin,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Col. J. B. Tiromas,
Governor Central Branch.

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH.

SEPTEMBER 27, 1006,

Str: 1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
17, 1906, requesting report as to the operations of the beer hall, ete.,
and to inclose herewith a table showing percentage of arrests for drunk-
enness to average number present, taken from the Branch annual
reports from the year 1876 to 1906, inclusive, which are the only sta-
tistics available, I have compiled this from the oftense record, includ-
ing only such ag were reported drunk, under the influence of liquor,
assault and fighting in quarters, liquor in possession, or bringing liquor
into quarters, etc.

I have not included absence without leave, for while much of this is
undoubtedly attributable to drunkenness there is a large proportion
that is not, and it is impossible to separate them, However, if thought
proper to include this item it would amount to 96.6 per cent alone.

As to the average per cent when no beer hall was maintained there
does not appear to be any available statistics, except from a letter of
Gen. K. W, Hincks, then commandant of this Branch, to Gen, B, F,
Butler, president Board of Managers, dated January 29, 1879, page
73, Annual Report of the Board of Managers for 1879,

As to secoud} paragraph of your letter, members have not heen pre-
vented from obtaining liquor from the outside of the Home for any
considerable period by severity of the weather, quarantine, or other-
wise, regarding which there are no available statistics,

Attention may be called to the large increase in offenses reported
from 1892 for some years, which is accounted for from the fact that
there had been no pass system in force at the Branch until February
20 of that year, after which arrests for drunkenness and other viola-
tions of the rules were much greater than under the no-pass system,
for the reason that instructions were given for the arrest of all mem-
bers noticeably under the influence of liquor or liable in any way to
interfere with the comfort of others,

I. Doc, 276, 59-2——-2
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The conditions, however, steadily improved until the Branch reached
its present satisfactory condition,

Afteran experience of nearly fifteen years as governor of this Branch
Hlome and responsible for the discipline and comfort of its members,
having taken charge of it when at its worst, and produced results of
which I am not ashamed, with the beer hall in operation all of the
time, and having given the results of its operation much thought, con-
sideration, and ohservation, I am satisfied that a law forbidding the
sale of Deer at the Homes would prove to he a very unfortunate one,
and that its results would be seriously detrimental to the discipline of
the Home, and to the health and comfort of its members, '

These institutions are to provide homes for disabled old soldiers, and
are not intended as prisons or reformatories. The members of this
Branch average 70 years of age, and their habits are formed and can
not well be changed. A large proportion of them have bheen in the
habit of taking alcoholic stimulants, more or less, for the greater part
of their lives, and if they are cut off from obtaining it in the Homes,
they will go outside, where they are under no control and have no pro-
tection, which would prove to be a hardship upon many of the old and
feeble, the crippled, and the blind,

Respecttully,
(Signed) Corxrrius WHEELER,
(Fovernor.
Hon, I'rankrin Mureny, :
President Bourd of Managers.

Table showing pereentuge of «rvest for drunkenncss lo the average muonber present from
1876 to 1906, inclusive, at Northwestern Branch.

{
i . | Pereentage
Arrests A
vear. Avernge | for drunk- "’ti)",:""t:,t“
present, L"eltlé“' ARC pres-
' ent,
et 049 119,30
678 999 147,34
691 1,001 144,86
7 380 62,99
i Ba | 140
1,016 705 . 6938
1, 256 908 7220
1,367 862 6278
1,388 794 +H720
1, 604 768 o
1,008 ROY + 4850
1,882 819 . 169
1,956 340 178
1,976 1,936 979
2,012 1,603 796
2,089 1,058 . 006
2,230 882 <439
2,313 877 ,879
2, 360 650 ;
2,864 631 224
2,282 679 297
2,113 492 232
2,192 428 . 105
2,146 - 420 200
2,176 186 28
2,181 488 221
2,107 H24 248
2,053 b02 244

Notr.~Beer hall established August 1, 1878,
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EASTERN BRANCH.

SEPTEMBER 28, 1906,

Stz: In reply to your letter of July 17, requesting report on the
operations of the beer hall and its effect upon discipline and the sobri-
ety of members since the establishment of the Branch so far as statis-
tics may be available, I have the honor to inclose table showing
percentage of daily arrests for drunkenness to daily average present
for each of the quarters from September 30, 1903, to June 30, 1906,
inclusive; also ta{Jle showing percentuge of total number of arrests
for drunkenness to daily average present,and also percentage of daily
arrests for drunkenness to daily average present for each year from
July 1, 1884, to June 30, 1906.

"The beer hall at this Branch was established about 1875; the records
do not show the exact date. There is no record of the number of
arrests for drunkenness from that time until the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1884, The records of the Branch to July 1, 1903, were not so
kept that the number of arrests for drunkenness in the quarter could
be shown, except the total for the year,

At no period since the establishment of the beer hall at this Branch
has it been discontinued, It will be noted, however, that the smallest.
average pereentnge of arrests for drunkenness was daring the fiscal
year ended June 30, 1904, which period was coexistent with the restrie-
tion of the members to the limits of the Branch for a few days imme-
diately succeeding each pension payment. The laws of the State
against the sale of intoxicants also seemed more strictly enforced at
that time, in the vicinity of the Home at least, The marked increase
in the early summer of 1905 is coexistent with the opening of a liquor
agency in the town of Chelsea, adjoining the Home, For a little time
this agency ran practically ** wide open,” and the influence of its close
proximity to the reservation is still evident, though sales to members
of the Home have been somewhat curtailed, It will he noted during
the last year, for instance, when practically all of the men arrested for
drunkenness and found guilty have been punished, that the greater
number of arrests was during the summer months, when members of
the Home nfost generally go outside the reservation,

The experience of an officer of the Home can not fail to conviuce
him that the presence of the heer hall where the sale of a mild type
of beer is allowed, under control, is a strong aid to discipline, With
n Home situated as is this one, in n State where the sale of liquor is
prohibited, the beor which the men obtain is certainly much better for
them than the vile compounds which are sold to them under the name
of lquor by the violators of the law, who infest the vicinity of the
Branch for the purpose of preying upon the members of the Home,

The average age of these members is nearly 67 years. 'They are
men of fixed habits—those among them who have never used beer or
intoxicants can not be induced to drink them, while those who have
been accustomed to their use can not be changed, Nearly all the
offenges committed by members of the Home are directly traceable to
the vile liquor obtained in the dives outside the reservation, It is
therefore rensonuble that any system which tends to keep the members
from these temptations and supplies to those who crave it a mild beer
under rigid control must worﬁ for the betterment of the Home and
the welfare and health of its members,
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The reports of the chaplains of the Branch which were requested go
forward under this cover.
Yours, very respectfully, .
(Signed) Joun T. Ricuarps,
Governor.
Hon. Frankrix Moreny,
Dresident Board of Managers.

Tuble showing percentage of arrests for drunkenness to average present. from July 1, 1884,
lo June 30, 1908, at Fastern Branch,
1

O Pereentage | po oo
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2, 0tid 248 A2 , 0003
1,980 204 13 0003

Table showing percentage of arrests for drunkenness to average present from quarter ending
September 80, 1903, to quarter ending June 30, 1906, at Eastern Branch,

N 'l;otul }lum- l’lcrﬁentagc tof
. o Avernge | ber of ar- | daily arrests -
Quarter ending present, [rests for the|to daily aver-
quarter, | age present,
September 30, 1903............. 2, 141 12 0. 00006
December 31, 1903........ Cenes 2,269 20 . 00010
March 31, 1004, .... . 2,201 39 . 00019
June 30, 1004, . ooveeininan . 2,008 28 . 00015
September 30,1904, ... ooviiaaine, 2,018 25 . 00013
December3L, 1906 o oonvievnennen, e eeraers ity erraeaes 2, 142 46 . 00023
Mareh 81, 1003, oovvervrnennnns A 2,164 71 . 00037
June 30, 1909, . cvvvniiineeenanns v eeeraererrieeirenaees ereerireaes 1,944 102 . 00057
September 30, 1905, .0 0vcovrinennen e eetee et aeaesetteeets veiees 1,900 73 * ., 00042
December 81,1905, 000 evviveireenenseas Cerhesaaees Cereiiiasieriaiaas 2,042 01 . 00032
Mareh 81, 1906 ............ it traeeas e taesaest i rarasas 2,097 53 . 00029
JUNEe 30, T it i ittt riicanrrraeerrierana Cetesesseanines 1,876 | - 77 . 00046

SOUTHERN BRANCH,

SEFTEMBER 19, 1906,
Sir: In reply to your letter of July 17, 1906, I have the honor to
state that the heer hall has a most decidedly beneficial effect on the
discipline and sobriety of the members at this. Branch,
The tinie of the heginning of its operation is not positively known
but it is assumed to be from the best information obtainable about
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1880. There were no arrests reported in annual reports prior to 1885,
It is, therefore, not practicable to prepare a table showing the per-
centages of arrests for drunkenness to the average number present be-
fore and after the establishment of the beer hall, but one of the most
striking comparisons of this character occurred during the quarantine
seriod, the Branch being closed from July 31, and reopened Septem-

er 7, 1899, In the thirty-nine days 2 arrests for minor offenses were
made, neither one for drunkenness. In the thirty-nine days preced-
ing the quarantine there were 136 arrests for drunkenness, and during
the same number of days following the quarantine there were for
drunkeuness 297 arrests.

The custom at this Branch is to close the gates for about five days,
for those not having privilege cards, following pension payment, for
the safety of those members who can not resist temptation and would
squander their pensions. A table has been prepared from March,
1901, toJune, 1906. During the periods between these dates when the
gates were closed, 219 arrests are shown for drunkenness, many of
these occurring from the surreptitious introduction of whisky into
the-Branch, Covering the same time and for an equal period of five
days following the opening of the gates there were 1,203 arrests for
drunkenness. ‘The beer on sale has been reported by the Bureau of
Chemistry of the Agricultural Department as bein;_i' pure, free from
preservatives, and of less than 3 por cent alecohol.  The Protestant and
Catholic chaplains are both heartily in tavor of the continuation of the
beer hall, and so reported,

The surgeon has prepared a statement from his records for the past
five years showing 149 cases of acute and 52 of chronic alcoholism
rrand total 201, e states that of these 201 cases none 01‘igilmted

rom the sale of beer from the canteen, but the primary cause in all
of these cuses was due to beverages taken outside of the grounds, and
during the quarantine period previously referred to not a single case
of alcoholism was treated in the hospital.  He believes that the rules
governing the sale of beor in the Home provents an injurious and harm-
ful use of the heverage. , .

The town of Phocbus is just at our doors, through which it is nec-
essary to pass to reach many places, has over thirty saloons, which are
a constant temptation to the members, Many of these snloons sell
whisky at 5 cents per drink,  Wood aleohol is said to be used in con-
siderable quantities, and several deaths have occurred among the old
membeors aftor drinking considerable of this vile compound. ‘

It is perhaps not generally known that the profits from the sale of
heer ure used entirvely for the comfort and amusement of the members,
for which there is no public appropriation, and without this profit they
would be deprived of the comforts and amusements, such us the hand,
rorformances at the theater, library, and employces of the chapel,

Inder these heads there was dishursed durving the fiseal year ending
June 80, 1908, for the band, $7,980; theatrical performances, %4,040;
fireworks, $270.90; library, books, services, ete., under head of amuse-
ments, $4,560, " At the chapel there was paid from this fund one organ-
ist and five choir singers and a gexton,

There has been constructed from this fund since 1890 band quarters,
$6,626; hotel, #6,684; chapel, $6,418; social hall, $£,104; a stand at
the bascball park, $398; band stand, $1,148; propagating house,
$4,950; as well as the purchase of band instruments, 31,500; piano,
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#2005 billiard and pool tables, $647; chess und checker tables, $120;
furniture and scenery for theater, $2,468; motor fans, $130; lawn
settees along water-front, $983.  There is now being installed a Branch
telephone system, at a cost of $1,429,

B’Illll)' of the members, owing to their advanced age, have weakened
mentally as well as physically. Many of these express strong reso-
lutions to resist temptation of drink, but often from their condition on
returning to the Home grounds it shows that they have not enough
mental strength to keep their resolutions, It is not practicable to
treat the members as if they were under prison regulations, and there
must be allowed certain freedom of movement,

Many of these old men acquire the drink habit before entering the
Home, and it is not practicable now to reform them, while outside
every temptation is placed before them to spend their money for drink.
In many cases where they have taken the so-called whisky to excess
they have been found robbed and maltreated. -

The Home authorities endeavor to recognize the weakness of these
old veterans, who have rendered most gallant service for their country
at the most critical time of its life, and realizing that many will drink,
n comfortable place has been provided for them with chairs and tables
where they can drink pure heer of less than 3 per eent alcohol and at
the same time eat a good sandwich, This beer hall is under the imme-
diate control of the Branch authority, where members are allowed to
purchase only one ticket, which they exchange for beer, and if, owing
to their mental or physical condition, there is evidence of it affecting
them, further sale is forbidden,

Some of the members are in their second childhood and it is neces-
sary to restrain their appetites and to care for them as if they were
children,  If they leave the Home grounds and drink the vile com-
pounds outside it is the greatest misfortune that can hefall the old
soldiers, and the Home is not doing its full duty to them by not pro-
viding n place where they can satisfy their thirst in moderation with
o pure heverage of small aleoholic strength, It would be unfortu-
nate for the law to take this authority from the Home, Many persons
of strong prohibition sentiments and who are much opposed to the
sale of beer in the Home, after having visited und observed the ope-
rations and benefits of the heer hall, have admitted it to he the best
solution of the problem, and its continuance would he a kindness to
the old veteran who will have his drink and is satisfied to take it within
the Home grounds, If he can not get it here he will go outside
and drink vile whisky and other compounds to excess, greatly to his
injury,

Respectfully, T, T. Knox,
Governor,
Hon, Fraxkrixn Murrny,
Dresident Board. of Managers,

WESTERN BRANOH.

: SrrreEMBER 15, 19006,
Sik: 1 have the honor to acknowledgo receipt of your létter of
July 17, 1906, requesting a report as to the operations of the beer hall at
this Branch and its eftect upon discipline and the sobriety of members
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since the establishmerit of the Branch, so far as statistics may be avail-
able, and in reply to state that the beer hall at this Branch was estab-
lished in 1886. The reason for its establishment was that members
who wished to drink beer or intoxicating liquors were obliged to go
to the adjacent towns to obtain it, with the result that from excessive
indulgence or from poor quality or drugged liquor a large number
were daily lying along the public highway in an intoxicated and helpless
condition,

There are no statistics available in support of the above statement,
but citizens of Leavenworth still remember conditions, and remember
that those conditions changed in a marked degree for the better imme-
diately upon the establishment of the beer hall, )

During the ten years—from 1894 to 1904--during which 1 was local
manager of this Branch I made very frequent visits to the Branch,
frequently more than once a month, and observed from time to time
carefully the working of the beer hall and its effects. My conclusions
were that it was an important aid in discipline and that it greatly
reduced the evils of intemperance.

Since becoming governor of this Branch, in 1904, I have still more
carefully observed the beer hall, its management, and its effects, and
not only found no reason to change the opinion formed upon my pre-
vious obseryatigns, but found reason to believe that it is an indispen-
sable disciplinary agent in preventing intoxication and maintaining
decent conditions.

The Home members average over 67 years of age, an age at which
habits are irrevocably fixed. Whatever may be the opinion of philan-
thropists and theorists as to the desirability of repressing the use of
intoxicating liquors, it is the part of wisdom, it seems to me, to recog-
nize unchangeable conditions in the great work of caring for these
aged soldiers and, it seems to me, the height of folly to apply to them
the rule of statutory prohibition, which has failed and been discredited
in its application to ordinary communities wherever it has been tried,
These men will not change their life habits in this respect., That must
he taken as an accepted fact which can not be worn away by dashing
against it the waves of prohibition fanaticism,

It scems to me the wise course is to supply their wauts in this
divection under the restrictions thrown around beer drinking in the
Branches of the Home, enabling them to gratify their unchangeable
appetites under surroundings which absolutely prevent excess,

i‘len who served in the civil war know that it was fought and won
by boys. They left their homes and their restraining influences with
habits yet unformed, and bhecame frequently victims to the tempta-
tions surrounding them, Now in their old age, it scems to me not
only unwise, but in the highest degree cruel to these defenders of tho
Union, victims to a habit formed in their service for their country, as
stated, to turn them out for the gratification of their appetites to the,
tender mercics of the whisky dives and brothels, where the quality
of the drinks is frequently viK) and where every incentive of the thugs
and prostitutes and robbers is to encourage excess or to drug them into
unconsciousness,

-Over 1,300 members of this Branch use the beer hall more or less,
As a class they are sober men, Drunkenness is the fault of only a
minority, ' ‘
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During the time the beer hall has been in opemtion there has been
only one period when it was closed; that was July 2 and 3, 1906, A
statement is herewith inclosed covering this period and a like period
hefore and after when the beer hall was open, showing for each period
the number of arrests for drunkenness, the average number present,
and the percentage of arrests to the average present. The percent-
ages show that for the two davs the canteen was closed such arrests
were more than double what they were in other periods. The state-
ment is less favorable to my views as heretofore expressed than it
would be at other times, because the knowledge that the canteen was
to be closed induced a largely increased amount of drinking on the
day before closing, while one of the two days of the period after it
was opened was July 4, when there was a large fireworks celebration
here, and an unusual amount of drinking occurred.

I also inclose a statement showing results during a period of fifteen
days from January 17 to 31, 1900, inclusive, during which this branch
was (uarantined on account of smallpox, and during which time the
heer hall was open as usual, showing the number of arrests for drunk-
enness for that period and for like periods before and after, together
with the percentage of such arrests to the average number present,
This table shows that for the fifteen days prior and the fifteen days
subsequent the arrests were, respectively, four times and six times those
made during the quarantine period, This table shows conclusively the
fact that drunkenness at this Branch is mainly the result of drinking
outside of the Home grounds.

Very respectfully, S. G. CookE,
G overnor,
Hon, Franxrin Mureny,
Dresident Board of Managers,

Table showing percentage of arrests for drunkenness to arerage present at Western Branch
Jor the )H?I‘l()(l of two days—Jdidy 2 and 3, 1906—during which time the canteen was
closed by order of the president of the Board of Managers, and showing also percentuges
of such arvests for two days immediately prioy and subsequent thereto.

. . Lomon | Percentage
l\ug}hu‘ ‘l\l}l("rl"‘,‘ffl; of nrrests to
" r rQy
arrests, present, ;:,‘.&rc“";t“
Two days prior to closing eanteen, June 29 and 380, 190, ......... 3 2,895 0.0012
Two days whilecanteen was ¢losed, July 2and 3, 1908 (July 1 was
SUBARY) v vvivrriiniiinrenracersncaransees Ceeeeeesateearreesneeens 7 2,400 . 0020
Two days suceeeding opening of canteencduly 4 and b, 1006,..... 4 2,418 . 0016

Table showing pereentage of arrests for drunkenness to average present at Western Branch

Jor the

eriod of fifteen days, from Junuary 17 to Junvary 81, 1900, both inclusive, during

which rlm Braneh was quarantined on account of smallpox prevalent in the vicinity, and
showing also percentuges of such arrests for pertods of fifteen days tmmediately prior and

suhsequent therelo,

B Percentage
! I}Inmhcr ﬁxgﬁ‘)ﬁ? of nrrests to
10 Arrests.) resent, 3?558‘:‘5{’
Fiftcen days prior to quarantine, Jan, 2 to 16, 1900, inclusive ...... 21 2,621 0,008
Fifteen days during quarantine, Jan, 17 to 8i, 1900, inclusivo...... b 2,603 002
- Fifteen days subsequent to quarantine, Feb, 1 to 15, inclusive.... 29 2, 605 , 012
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PACIFIC BRANCH.,

OcroBer 3, 1906,

Sir: Respectfully replying to the.letter from headquarters dated
17th July, 1906, requesting a report as to the operations of the heer
hall and its effect upon discipline and the sobriety of members, ete.,
I have the honor to state that, comparative statistics except for a brief
period to be noticed later, are not available at this Branch.

There has been no time since its establishment when members could
not procure intoxicants at numerous points outside and inkide the 2-
mile limit fixed by State law around the Home, and the few drunkards
of the Branch procure their intoxicants from those sources.
~ Inthe absence of other data the following transeript from the records
of the Branch on this subject, during the period of my administration,
is hereby submitted: :

Percent-

. ) ro_ : 1} 3y

Year ending ’ Members, | Drunks. axe.
June 30, 1899...cvvnnniniiiiann e reeue eereersetaaareaetraeaen ' 2,665 43 3.63+
June 30, 1900 ’ 2,622 97 3, 68+
June 30, 1901 2, 000 103 ¢ 3. h5+
June 30, 1902 2,007 48 1,604
June 30, 1903. .. 3,266 108 | 3,304
June 30, 1904. .. 3, b0 120 3,384
June 30, 1905... 3,716 (11 1,734
June 30, 1906 3,800 163 - 4,20

NoTE.—Civil authorities 1aore acetive {n 10902 pud 1065, '

Increased drunkenness during 1906 was before the district attorney
succeeded by vigorous enforcement of State law in diminishing the
number of illegal vendors of liquor within the 2-mile limit, who sold
intoxicants of the vilest character,

The *“brief period” hefore mentioned was the first ten days of July,
1906, when operation of heer hall was suspended under instructions
from headcuarters. ~ Statistics for that period are as follows:

Membors i i/’él:i?-(;;(—'
I present, Drunks. | nge,
Total for 10 da?'s. July 1 to 10, 1906..,....... e et eseeaaaereetaeaaaanas 1,960 ' 161 0,07064
For corresponding period of 1906...... vees .. cen 1,910 § 7 030+
For the 10 days preceding suspension...o......... 1,929 7 L0362 4
For the 10 days succeeding resumption of sales., . 1,995 13 L, 0tibl

The percentage for the two periods, first ten days of July, 1905, and
the last ten days of June, 1906, when members had pension money still
in'hands, indicate double the number, or 100 per cent above the normal
condition, showing that temperate drinkers missing their customary
stimulant at the beer hall, sought it outside and were made drunk by
what was furnished them:

A confirmed habit of drinking beer, in moderation, as allowed at the
canteen, and honest belief that the habit is beneficial to health, makes
it difficult for members to understand why they should be denied a
reasonable privilege, which is allowed to other reputable citizens, and
regarded asa right. They claim with apparent reason that the advocates
of total abstinence and keepers of disreputable saloons, hoth working
to abolish the canteen, would, if successful, deprive temperate drinkers
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of beer of the restraint of Home police, without benetit to any cxcept
disreputable dealers in intoxicants outside the Home, ,

I came here thoroughly opposed to the sale of beer within the Home,
It is my duty to judge and punish all members who are intoxicated
within Home grounds. Ihave studied the question carefully for seven
years, and am positively of the opinion that 95 per cent of all who are
hrought before the governor’s court for drunkenness obtain their
intoxicants outside the Home ; and that depriving the Home of the
canteen would give three times as many drunken men to care for, and
expose beer drinkers who are now very seldom intoxicated to the
temptation to buy strong and hase liquors by the package and drink to
gross excess, rather than throw away what they do not crave and he
caught with the package inside Home grounds; this opinion is the
result of observation, inquiry, and experience. :

The object of illegal vendors of vile intoxicants to the veterans is
less for profit'on sales than for opportunity to actually rob them of
their wages and their pensions whi\u intoxicated,

Respectfully submitted.

: O. 1. LA Graxce, Governor,
Hon, Frankrix Murrny,
Dresident Bowrd of Managers.

MARION BRANOCH,

Ocroser 1, 1906,

Stk ¢ In compliance with your letter of July 17, 1906, directing me
to ““furnish report as to the operations of the beer hall and its effect
upon discipline and the sobriety of members since the establishment of
the Branch, together with percentage of arrests for drunkenness to
avernge present during periods when a beer hall has heen maintained
compared with the percentage of such arrests when no beer hall was
muintained and to state results definitely,” I hand you herewith tables
covering the points suggested, but particularly desire to eall your atten-
tion to the fuet that such statistics are only valuable when taken or
made under the same conditions and by or under the sume command-
ing oflicer or governor, on account of difference in temperament as
well as in ideas of a proper manner of preserving the comfort and good
order of the Home, :

Governor Chapman, who preceded me, an uniisually competent officer
in all respeets, was very intent upon getting along at this Home with-
out the establishment of a canteen, in which I, as Tocal manager, joined
him, holding out against it until in the fall of 1902, when he concluded
that it was to the disndvantage of the Home to longer try the experi-
ment, and a canteen would have been established, as you are aware
early in 1908 if the legislature of the State of Indiana had not enacte
u Jaw forbidding the sale of intoxicants within a mile of the Home,
He thought and I thought it fair to give the operation of the law an
impartial test hefore establishing n canteen, and for a while it looked
as though the law was to he what its promoters hoped it would be.
But it became apparent that it was only fear of the wholesome opera-
tion of the law t}mt deterred the dive keepers from carrying on the
traftic without licenses (illegally) to about the same extent they had
before the enactment of the law.,  As the months went by more men
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and women engaged in the illegal traffic, the most of them only just
across the streets or roads from the Home grounds. This was on
account of the nonenforcement of the law.

Governor Chapman, in his regulationsin regard to temperance, pro-
vided that where members were able to get into the Home and go to
their quarters without creating a disturbance, they were not arrested
and brought to the governor’s court; and after pensions were drawn
all the members were kept in the Home five to seven days, and various
other restrictions of this kind which had the effect of causing the men
who were in the habit of drinking to excess to he careful and avoid
detection.

Since I have-been governor there have heen no such restrictions in
regard to going out and coming in, excepting as a part of the sentence
of men who have drank to excess; they are not permitted to go out for
certain periods, and L have tried the experiment, successfully, I think, of
causing to be taken to the combination barrack (a place where the men
may be quartered and detained) every member who has been drinking
to excess, so far as we have been.able to get them with a view to
discouraging members from patronizing the places carrying on the
illegal traflic of liguor and wiL}\ the hope of bringing those engaged in
the illegal traflic to trial,

Officers of the law were very slow in moving to our assistunce,
Muany witnesses were sent before the grand jury,and, to suy the least,
only a half-hearted effort made on the part of the prosecutor to elicit
information on which to conviet,  Very few arrests were made of per-
sons engaged in the iliegal traflic.  Members of the city police foree
on duty near the Home grounds, if not in league with the persons
thus engaged, winked at it, and would arrest or threaten to arvest
members of the Home guard going outside of the Home gates, even to
the assistance of intoxicated members, until the police hoard uppointed
a few weeks ago by the governor of the State, with Mr, Elkaneh
Hulley as chairman, was installed, who not only instructed the city
olicemen to use their best efforts in bringing those engaged in the
illegal traflic of intoxicants to justice, but has granted police power to
members of the Home guard and in other proper ways ‘ms come to the
assistance of the Home, resulting within the lnst few days, after a very
strenuous effort, in the elimination of all of the dives, snve perhapsone
or two, There has not been a single arrest for drunkenness dnring
the last seven days, It is too much to expect that men the age of the
members of this Home will be cured of the habits of intemperance
entirvely, but I feel sure that henceforth we will have very little troublo
on account of it.  This condition has heen hrought ahout after a very
spirvited struggle. The life of the governor of the Home has been
threatened, his barn burned, and his wire fencing cut in many places,
which he attributes to persons engnged in the illegal sale of lquor,

Some of the Home guards on duty with city police power on the
outside have been debauched, In the month of S“eln'uul'y last, after
the establishment of the canteen, members who would take bottles
of whisky for the asking could have them, as many as five hottley
being found on one member arrested; in a great many instances more
than one bhottle was found. I think it was & concentrated effort to
make the establishment of the canteen unpopular, which it has utterly
failed to do, so that there is no comparison between the good order
and discipline and real comfort of all the members of the Home to-day
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and the conditions when there was no canteen. The men stay at the
Home instead of going into the city and coming back in an intoxicated
condition, to their own shame and the annoyance of good citizens, and
without a single case of intoxication coming from the canteen.

No other spirituous liquor than the mildest and purest heer that we
can buy is so\d in the canteen. I venture the assertion that, excepting
the fanatical temperance people who do not stop to think that the
drinking to excess hy members is a habit formed over forty years ago,
and that it is not harmful for old men to take a glass of heer where
they do not drink to excess; every good citizen (business man) conver-
sant with conditions, will say that since the establishment of the can-
teen there has been a very marked change in favor of it.

I would he very glad, indeed, to have a committee of the most radical
temperance men, and especially members of Congress, visit this Home
and the city of Marion with aview to investigating the above statement.

None hut members and employees of the Home are permitted to buy
heer at the eanteen, and no one is permitted to buy to excess or when
he is at all under the influence of intoxicunts.

I desire particularly to eall attention to-the further fact that since
I have been governor of this Home not a single man has been denied
admission heenuse of his intemperate habits, even though he has heen
dishonorably discharged more than once from thisand other Homes on
account. of these habits: nor has any member heen discharged from
this Home on account of the disease, and it is a disease, of intemper-
ance, helieving that the Home is provided for soldiers with honorable
records, and that they ought not to be turned loose upon the citizens
of the country, when they are not able to care for themselves, or sent
to the county houses to be provided for, There have not been in the
county house of this connty, situated only just across the river from
the Home, six soldiers eligible for membership in the Home since the
present governor has had charge, and none on account of intemper-
ance, while formerly there were five or six a good portion of the time.

Of the 349 cases of intoxication committed hy 255 members since
January 9, 1906, 64 members were found guilty more than once; 10
three times; 1 eight times,

Many more members in this Home are now sending more money
home to their families than they ever did hefore.  Three fourths of
the members having wives are sending three-fourths of their pensions
to their wives,  Men have heen cured of the disease of intemperance,
remaining well Tonger than they ever did before, and many have had
more money (o their eredit than they have had for years,

In conclusion, I have no doubt at all but that it our ennteen may he
kept, so that the members of this Home (average age, 66,82 years), who
desire to do so ean conveniently procure a glass of beer on the Home
grounds (and only between the hours of 7 a. m. and 12, noon, and
from L p. m, to 5 p, m., and not one of them can buy suflicient to
intoxicate him), the percentage of men charged with intoxication will
not, in the next nine months, he one-half so large as it has been since
the canteen was established, nearly nine months ago, and that the
members will not be debauched and robbed, as many of them have
formerly been.

Very respecttully, . Guorar W, STEBLE,
Governor,
Hon, FrankLIN Murvny,
President Board of Managers,
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Table showing percentage of arrests for drunkenness to average number present, al Marion
Branch, by months, from January 9, 1906, date of opening cantecn, to October 1, 1906,
and for the swmme period in 1906.

_ 1906. 1905,
Avernge o AVETAEE ' poi
number | SWMPUCE L porcent. | number  MWRPET poraant,
present. offenses, ; present. offenses,
January 9 to February 1... 1,94 14 0.71 1,790 11 0,61
February PP 1,964 08 3.6 1,818 23 1,26
March ......... 1, 860 16 2,46 1770 66 3,73
Aprilooo oo 1,812 49 2,70 1,680 40 2,56
AN e e 1, 744 41 2,385 1,675 64 3,82
June........... eaecessetererantasenacans 1,634 36 2,20 | 1,618 ° 35 2,01
JUY . i 1,670 23 1,37 1,660 34 2,04
AUEUSE. i ttereerineninneariaeeaans Io1,084 44 2,61 1,726 60 2,89
Septemher .o : 1,647 28 1,70 | 1,741 26 2.01

Tulble showing percentuye of arrests for drunkenness to arverage number present, at Marion
Brauch, for period from Junuary 9 to Oclober 1, 1906, during which canteen has been
i operation; for period covering same number of days just prior to opening of canleen,
and for corresponding peviods of prior years.

: Yop
Average  Number | lt(()'lft‘_'l“
number | of 1 9 NEEL
present. . arrests, ‘ hm!l ;
From Jam, 910 06t 1, 1003, .eee..oeeeeerennennns e ene e 1,720 l a6 1.7
From Apr, 18, 1003, to Jan, 9, 1904 (Woods law beeame operative Apr,

23, 1903) vovevnnnn 1o e et e s et et ettt taar s 1,714 271 15,81
From Jan, 9 to Oct, 1, 1004,........ . 1,699 313 18,42
From Apr, 18, 1904, to Jan, 9, 1905 . 1,649 291 17,65
From Jun, 9 to Oct, 1, 1905, ,.... 1,721 | 350 i 20, 68
From Apr, 18, 1905, to Jan, 9, 100 e B 1,761 | 306 | 21,99

" From Jan, 9 to Oct. 1, 1906 (canteen opened Jan, 9, 1906)........... 1,773 349 ' 19,68

DANVILLE BRANCH,

SerremMBer 20, 1900,

Sir: 1 have. the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
July 17, 1900, relative to the operation of the beer hall and its effect
upon discipline, and to state ag follows:

This Branch was opened to receive members in the fall of 1898, For
the first seven months of the year 1809, during which time there was
no beer hall, the percentage of members before the governor for
drunkenness and bringing in whisky was 88,5 per cent of the average
present, and for the remainder of that year, the beer hall having been
established September 1, 1899, the percentage of members before the
governor for drunkenness and hringing in whisky was 18.8 per cent
of the average present— over 100 per cent more prior to the opening of
the beer hall than afterwards, The following shows the percentage of
members before the governor for the above offenses to the average
numher present by fiscal years ending June 80, since the year in which
the beer hall was put in operation: 1901, 22.1 per cent; 1902, 19,2 per
centy 1903, 18,2 per cent; 1904, 20.4 per cent; 1905, 21.7 per cent;
1906, 18.2 per cent.

From this it will be seen that at no time since the establishment of
the beer hall has the number before the governor for drunkenness
and bringing in whisky been as high as it was before its establishment.

On the 10th day of January, 1901, owing to the prevalence of small-
pox in the city'ot Danville and vicinity, I issued instructions quaran-
tining against the outside, and ordered the gates of the Home closed.
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Quarterly payment of pensions was made on the 15th of January,
1901, and tﬁc quarantine was not raised until Sunday morning, January
20, 1901, at 9 o’clock. From the 10th until the 15th but one member
was before the governor for drunkenness, and that was a member who
had violated the quarantine order, got drunk down in Danville, and
was found lying on the street car tracks. From the 15th (pension
day) until the 20th 13 members were before the governor for violating
the quarantine order, coming in drunk and bringing in whisky, A
comparison of the seven days following” pension payment during Jan-
uary, 1901, during quarantine, with full privilege of the beer hall,
with the seven days following pension payment during April, 1901,
when the members were permitted to go outside, shows as follows:

Average present during 7 daysin January ... iiiaiaal.. 1,642
Average present during 7 daysin April ... o ... 1,549
Drankenness and bringing in whisky in January:
Prior to raising quarantine ... . L 1:
After raising quarantine ....... ettt nrre e Y
—_— H0
Drunkennegs and rvinging in whisky in April. ..o oo .. 67
Sales of heer during 7 days in January. ... . o o $1, 505
Sales of heer during 7 days in April. ..o o $1,016

It will thus be seen that during the month of Jaunary, 1901, the
pereentage of drunkenness was considerubly lower than during April,
1901, when the members had the privilege of going outside.

A canvass of the Branch shows that over 90 per cent of the member-
ship drink,  Many of them drink light beer, as they do coftee or tea,
as a part of their meals, taking their glass of heer just hefore going to
the dining hall.  More than 85 per cent of those who drink are con-
tented with heer as furnished in the beer hall,  But if the heer hall be
abolished these men, too, will go into the city to obtain their liquor,
where the most depraved and abandoned of hoth sexes are lying in
wait for them, where they get into the lowest dives and dens imagin-
able, ave given the most vile concoctions made of wood aleohol, under
the influence of which they get onto the streets, make disgraceful
exhibitions of themselves, got knocked down, robbed, heaten up, and
land in the police station,  There is also the case of the blind and erip-
pled.  Most of these members at this Branch drink, and they are now
satisfied to go to the beer hall and get their glass of beer. If this
privilege is tuken from them these men will go down into the city for
their drinks, even though it he necessary for them to hire a guide and
not only pay him but buy his drinks also, and they too will fall into
the clutches of the vile,

The beer hall is conducted in a very orderly manner, and since its
establishment at this Branch there have been hut 26 members before
the governor for drunkenness and disorderly conduet in and about the
beer hall, and in almost every case the disturbance was eaused by the
manager of the heer hall refusing to sell beer to members who came in
from the outside under the influence of liquor, The total number of
arrvests for coming in drunk and bringing in whisky since this Branch
was established amount to 2,895, and these 2,895 offenses were com-
mitted by less than 10 per cent of the members cared for. ‘

The laws of the State of Illinois prohibit the sale or giving away of
liquors within 2,000 yards of the Home, and this in a measure pre-
vents many of the members going outside for their drinks, provided
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they can get their beer on the Home grounds, but it there is no beer
hal? these men will take the strect cars, go down into the city, and
obtain the liquor. o

The National Home for Disahled Volunteer Soldiers is a Aome, not
a prison, for old men whose habits in life are formed; men who gave
up the very best years of their life, gave up home and home ties;
sacrificed health and strength that this nation might stand, and they
can not be penned in.  1f the privilege of light heer on the Home
grounds, which our records show satisfies more than 85 per cent of
those who drink, is denied them they will go outside, obtain the
liquor, and, as I have above stated, fall prey to the very lowest of
men and women,

Respecttully, yours, I. CrLEMENTS,
Governor.

Hon. Fraxkrin Mugrrny, :

Lresident Board of Managers.

MOUNTAIN BRANCH.

Avucusr 14, 1906,

. S1r: In obedience to directions contained in your letter of July 17,
1906, I respectfully submit the following report as to the operations
of the beer hall at the Mountain Branch, and its effect upon discipline
and the sobriety of the members, with statistics relating to discipline
from the time of opening the Branch until the establishment of the
beer hall, and from the opening of the heer hall to August 1, 1906,

1. First period, October 15, 1903, to February 1, 1905, when beer
hall was opened: Average present, 329; total arrests, 104; per cent
to present, 31,6; arrests for drunk and drunk and disorderly, 35—10.6
per cent; arrests for hringing intoxicating liquors on ITome grounds,
21—6.3 per cent.

2. Second period, February 1, 1905, to August 1, 1006, with beer
hall in operation: Average present, 1,006; total arrests, 446; per
cent to prosent, 44.8; arvests for drunk and drunk and disorderly,
1795 per cent, 17.7; arrests for bringing intoxicating liquors on Home
grounds, b2--5.1 per cent,

Of the cuses of drunk and drunk and disorderly, since the establish-
ment of the beer hall, fully 90 per cent originated from purchases
on the outside of the Home grounds,

8. No table can he presented *“showing percentage of arrests for
drunkenness to the average number present at different periods when
a beer hall was maintained, but members were prevented by the severity
of the weather, quarantine, or the strict enforcement of State laws pro-
hibiting tho sale of intoxicants from obtaining liquor from outside of -
the Home, as coinpared with periods when they could easily obtain
liquor near at hand,” for the reason that before the opening of the
Home, State legislation made it unlawful to sell intoxicating liquors
within ¢ miles of the Soldiers’ Home, and no period of severe weather
or (uarantine has altered ordinary conditions,

’,lf'he nearest point at which intoxicating liquors can be lawfully sold
under existing State laws is 25 miles distant from the Branch. Before
the beer hall was established, after pay day large numbers of the
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members ohtained passes and furloughg and went to this place (Bristol)
and indulged in protracted debauches, and returned, in most instances,
without money and generally much impaired in health, Since the
beer hall has been in operation this custom has alimost entirely ceased.

4. On three sides of the Home grounds are tracts of woodland, and
under cover of the woods *“hoot leggers” ply an illicit trade in a very
bad quality of intoxicants, Several small stores have engaged in the
sule of a so-called cider, producing a wild intoxication, followed by a
depressing, nervous illness, Careful investigation in the cases of
drunk and drunk and disorderly brought in the governor's court has
developed the fact that the very large majority of the cases had their
origin outside the Home grounds, and were the result of either the
illicit traflic of *“boot leggers” or the drinking of the so-called cider.
Sumples of the cider were obtained and submitted to tests by the Home
druggist and disclosed adulteration with wood alcohol. The active
cooperation of Federal and State authorities has been invoked to break
up the sales by illicit venders around the Branch, but little success has
attended their efforts, ' :

Upon my representations that orders would he made prohibitin
members entering their stores unless the sales of cider were abandonec
the storekeepers in the vicinity of the Branch quit selling cider; but
sales continue in Johnson City, being too far away to be kept under
surveillance from the Home grounds, and members frequently return
to the Branch in a state of intoxication and report their condition, as
the result of cider drinking,

Investigation has led me to the conclusion that very few of the beer-
drinking members after indulging in beer go out and seek other
drinks, while, on the other hana, I have found many instances where
members who patronize the illicit venders, after imbibing freely of
such intoxicants, sought the heer hall as a cloak for their intoxication,

After a carveful ohservance of the sale of beer u})on the health, com-
fort, and discipline of the members of the Home, I am of opinion that
it prevents a worse kind of indulgence in strong drink, and is to the
hest interests and not to the detriment of the Home.

5. I have the honor to transmit herewith the reports of Chaplaing
Ruble and Gottwalles.

Very respectfully, Joun P. Syrrm,
Governor,
Hon, I'raNkrnIN Murrny,
DPresident Board of' Managers.



CHAPLAINS' REPGRTS ON BEER HALL.
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CENTRAL BRANCH.

JuLy 21, 1906,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, through Governor
J. B. Thomas, of your letter of the 17th instant, in which I am asked
lt]o 1ll'eport the results of my observation of the operations of the beer

all, .

In reply I would respectfully report that for almost six years I
have been carefully studying conditions here; and notwithsfanding my
known and pronounced temperance principles, which I am hd}.»itually
preaching in public, and teaching to individuals, as enjoined’ by the
“Laws and Regulations of the Home,” and as urged by my own
desire, I am not able to say that, in the conditions existing here, the
beer hall is a ‘‘disadvantage to the members ot the Home.” Nor could
I assert that its discontinuance would be in the interest of discipline
and good order,

Many men here, I am glad to say, are abstainers; but a good many
others are, and have been, habitual drinkers, The greatest number of
these latter seem satisfied to take their beer under the restrictions of
the heer hall where their use of the beverage can be regulated and
controlled, An intoxicated man is seldom seen in that vicinity, This
lagt statement is based upon personal knowledge, as the beer {;all is in
full view of the chaplain’s residence,

I am forced to believe, from facts which have come under my
observation, that many who now seem content with the beer hall as
now conducted would, in its absence, go outside where strong liquor
is sold and drink more than beer and without restvaint; and, in their
enfeebled condition, and, being without the care and oversight which
can here be exercised over them, would suffer injury in every way,
The existing arrangement, therefore, seems to me to be, on the whole,
a way to deal with an unfortunute condition and a way to take care of
these drinking men, with & minimum of drunkenness, and with the
least discomfort to the sober men.

Referring to your third question : ** What, if any, is the influence
of the beer hall in promoting social accquaintance of members and
velieving the tendency to depression incident to barrack life?” In my
judgment it has but little of such intluence, since, according to my
observation, the majority of those who go thither are led simply by
the desire for drink, :

I never permit myself to forget that we are here to take care of
these old comrades, and in the best manner possible in the existing
conditions, - And the more I study the peculinr conditions here from
the inside-—conditions which 1 could not understand from without-—

IL. Doc. 276, 69-2-—-3 33
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the more [ am convinced that in secking the spiritual and physical
well-heing of the members of the Home, our methods must be adapt-
ive to these exceptional conditions.

Respectfully, vours,

(Signed) H. A. McDonawLp,
Chaplain.
Hon., Fraxknix Murpeny, '
DPresident Board of Managers.
(Through Governor J. B. Thomas.)

Avausr 28, 1906,

Sir: Though the undersigned ean not claim so long an experience
at the Home as those officers who have devoted many years to the
welfare of the veterans, he would therefore prefer to keep silence on
the question of the heer hall, yet, as his opinion has been requested,
he respectfully submits his impression t;}mt the canteen should he
retained,

It might be well if all the members were total abstainers, But ive
have to treat with conditions that actually confront us, not with an
ideal whose possible realization lies beyond the sphere of the Govern-
ment. Rightly or wrongly, most members will use alcoholic bever-
ages, no matter who protests, It therefore behooves the management
to remove, or at least, to minimize the dangers to the health and
morals of the members that may attend the procuring of drinks.
This is precisely the purpose of the Home canteen. Therein guards
are stationed to prevent treating and excessive drinking, to eject who-
soever would abuse the privilegesof the hall.  Surely such safeguards
do not surround those places, which the members will frequent much
more than now, when heer can no longer be hought at the Home,

The canteen 1s a protection, physical and moral; a convenience and
a comfort to the meny an adjunct to the Home, which, under prevail-
ing and ineradienble conditions, friends of temperance should encour-
age rather than denounce,

Respectfully,
(Signed) B, I'. Kunnyavx,
Chaplain,
Hon. Frankrin Murrny,
Dresident Board of Managers.

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH.

; Jury 23, 1906,

Sir: In reply to the questions in your lotter of the 17th instant I
beg leave, respectfully, to say, firstly, the results of my observation of
the operation of the beer hall have been advantageous to the members
of the Home in restraining them from overindulgence in strong drink,
such as is furnished by the saloony outside of the grounds, o

Secondly, the social gathering of the members in the beer hall has,
no doubt, the tendency to relieve the tedium and consequent depres-
sion incident to barrack lifc.
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Thirdly, in my judgment there would he more drunkenness and dis-
order among the members of the Home were they deprived of the use
of the beer %‘mll. Its discontinuance would, in my opinion, be & calam-
ity, for the reason I have stated.

Yours, obediently, ' '
(Signed) E. P. Wrianr,
: Chaplain.
Hon., FraANKLIN MURPHY,
President Board of Managers.

Jury 30, 1906,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
17th instant, and in answer thereto 1 respectfully submit my opinion, as
follows: ,

First. Situated as this Home is, surrounded by saloons on all sides,
I most emphatically sny that the beer hall is one of the best means of
restraining those who are accustomed to indulge more or less in liguor
from going outside where they can get more than sufficient. Say what
you will and do what you please, you can not do away entirely with
the use of intoxicants among the soldiers, Some of them are going to
have their beer, and if it is not given to them in moderation, as is the
strict custom in the beer hall, they will go to those places by which the
Home is surroupded, and many of which bear a doubtful reputation,
and get more baer and whisky than is good for them; and when they
become stupid from the effects, they are t'm(\uently relieved of what-
ever money they may have left, and then in the darkness of the night
are thrown out into the street to die from exposure or get run over
and killed by the street cars if there is not & good Samaritan at hand
to pick them up and bear them to the barracks,

Second,  In the beer hall the blind, the lame, and the feeble, as well
as the strong and active, meot on friendly terms and reeall the scenes
and incidents of days gone by, where they fought side by side for the one
common cause—our national independence—and without being inter-
rupted and aroused to anger by taunting remarks from outsiders, sip at
leisure their glass of beor. ITere scarcely anyone drinks to éxcoss,
for even if some are inclined to do so, the governor has the place so
serupulously guarded by competent and trustworthy policomen, and in
charge of men who are thoroughly relinble and who understand their
business, that it very seldom happens that you see n man leaving the
beer hall under the influence of liquor,

Social.  So much in regard to the beer hall and those who go there,
What about those who do not go to the beer hall, but who are bound
to go somewhere else? They either drink or they do not dripk any
kind of liquor, If they do not drink, so much the hetter; but if they
do drink, where are they going to get it? 1f they are denied the beer
hall, they will go to one of the other of the many so-called saloons in
the vicinity of the Home, Now, what about the social feature of those
so-called saloons to which the old soldier is driven by, no doubt, well
meaning but misguided and over-enthusiastic people, who do not thor-
oughly understand the situation? Note well, during pension week, or
a weeK before and a week after, a number of those places make g
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special effort to capture the old veteran, At one place their cars will

be charmed by melodious music dispensed by a few colored banjo

players; in another, singing and dancing is going on, while in a third

they will ‘be entertained by a few of the demimondes from the lowest

of the low places in the city. Add to this the profane and filthy lan-

guage indulged in, and then draw your own comparison of the social
~advantage hetween the beer hall and the saloon outside.

Third. Let the advocates of no heer hall live in one of the Homes
where therearesaloons near by for six months— nay, forone week hefore
and one week after pension day—and if he or she is not convineed that
the beer hall, as things stand at present, is not only a means, but an
absolute necessity, to counteract the baneful influence of the saloons
outside, and thereby help to keep down the standard of drunkenness
among the members of the Home—-that is as long as the veterans of the
civil war survive—then I must confess [ greatly err in my judgment
of the situation.

Respectfully, ‘
(Signed) M. JJ. Husron,
Chaplain,

.

Hon, IF'rankran Mureny,
Dresident Board of” Managers.

Respectfully forwarded:
(Signed) CorNerius WHEBLER,
(fovernop.

EASTERN BRANCH.

Jurny 20, 1906,

Str: In reply to your letter of July 17, 1908, received through the
governor of this Branch, T have this to say:

I beeame an officer of this Branch January 1, 1905, nnd accordingly
know only by report concerning the condition of things at Togus
hefore the establishment of the heer hall.  Those who were here in
that earlier day, including Maj, A. L. Smith, treasurer of the Branch,
say that there was then much more drunkenness than there has been
since the baer hall was established.  Not a single case of drunkenness
oceasioned by drinking beer has come under my notice during my
connection with the Branch, while I have witnessed a large number of
cases of drunkenness on the part of members of the Home who have
obtained intoxicating drink in Gardiner or Augusta, or from pocket
peddlers or places where liquor is sold outside of the reservation,
Accordingly, although a prohibitionist in sentiment, believing our
Maine prohibitory law to be the hest restrictive measure yet devised,
so far us our people generally are concerned, 1 have come during my
residence here to regard the beer hall as the best restrictive measure
for the men connected with the Home, mostly old men, 60, 70, 80, and 90
years of age, who have long been accustomed to the use of intoxicating
liquors, Tt'seems to me much better to provide these men with heer
under the restrictions that have been established by the Home than it
is practically to send them outside of the reservation to satisfy their
ttp\)etites in other places and in other ways. I-have not consulted with
Colonel Richards in writing this letter; but I am confident from what
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I have seen of drunkenness since 1 have been connected with the Branch,
that a very large percentage of the cases of drunkenness that come
before his court are the cases of men who have been made drunk not
by beer in the beer hall; but by other liquors obtained from outside
sources.

In my judgment, therefore, the beer hall is a restrictive measure, in
so far as it provides a beverage that is very much less harmful than
the strong liquors the men seek clsewhere—that is, some of them, as
our court records show-—and by which they are made disorderly, and
in some cases even beast like,

I am not unmindful of the unfavorable influences always connected
with anything of a saloon character. The beer hall is not an ideal
thing, as I look upon it, It is simply a device designed to sceure the
best possible state of things so far ag the morals of the old soldiers are
concerned, taking things as we find them. I wish the old soldiers
would not drink even beer. But if we can not have the ideal thing—
and I am satisfied that we can not--1 think we should seek to have
what is the next hest thing. Ior the reasons given above, therefore
I am of the opinion that it would be better to allow the beer hall
rather than to banish it from the National Home for Disabled Volun-
teer Soldiers. The regulations concerning the beer hall should have
in view the hest.interests of the men. That the establishment of the
heer hall is a restrictive measure should be strongly impressed upon
those who have the oversight of it, and they should be held account-
able for the strictest observance of the regulations,

Very truly, yours,
(Signed) HrNry S. Burraae,
' Chaplain.

Hon. I'raxxriy Mureny,

DPresident Board of' Managers.

~ Jurny 20, 1906,

Sme: (1) In September 1 shall have completed fifteen years as chap-
lain of the Eastern Branch, and for this reason believe that 1 had ample
time at my command to fully test the results of the beer hall on the
inmates of the Home, ‘

I have not the slightest hesitation in agserting that its influence on
the_members is highly advantageous, and I can not too emphatically
indo¥se its continuance. '

(2{ The beer hall has the effect of restraining the men accustomed
to the use of alcoholic beverages from indulging in strong liguor,
beeause the thirst and the hankering after intoxicants are satisfied by
the substitute, which the Home supplies. The veterans must have
cither the one or the other, and as long as their appetites are appeased
by the milder drinks the necessity for the stronger ceages to exist.

(8) The beer hall has a wonderful influence in promoting the socia-
bility of members and relioving the tendency to depression incidént to
barrack life, because meeting in such & well-condueted establishment
is an excellent opportunity of becoming acquainted, and while engaged
in innocent conversation and harmless recreation the old soldiers soon
forget the monotony of their lives,
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According to the laws of nature man is a social being, Therefore,
the inmates of the Home, who are absent from their families and rela-
tives, in order to conform to the natural law must have companionship.

The bhest available companions are found among their fellow-
associates. )

In the beer hall are congregated men who ravely, if ever, leave the
reservation, and had it not been for the beer hall they would visit the
neighhoring cities where they wotild imbibe poisonous liquors, be vie-
tims of robbery, and finally be left to die a miserable death,

(4) The discontinuance of the beer hall, in my judgment, would
result in an increase of 100 per cent in drunkenness,

I yield to none in a desire to advocate the cause of temperance,
which consists in a moderate use, not only of liquor, but also food and
whatever else may prove beneficial to mankind.

Unfortunately, many well-meaning temperance workers are intem-
perate in their language and ideas.

Respectfully, yours,
(Signed) Jonn P. NELLIGAN,
- Chaplazin.

Hon. FrankrLiN Murpeny,

President Board of Managers.

SOUTHERN BRANCH. '

Jury 31, 1906,

Sir: In response to your request through the inspector-general,
under date of July 17, I beg leave to report as follows:

The beer hall seems to net as a restraint upon the members accus-
tomed to the use of alcoholic liquors, in that it satisfies the craving by
substituting a milder and less harmful article for the stronger and
more haneful,

The old soldier has, for the most part, met with strong reverses in
life; he has, if any, but a fragment of a home left, and is absent from
this; with a troubled mind, a lonely heart, and often an aching body,
depression hecomes a marked feature, which calls for social inter-
course—the companionship of some of his fellows, Some find this in
their church life, some in the social hall, others in the billiard room,
and still others find it in the beer hall.  This latter, though a lower
form of sociability, takes its part with the others in removing much
of the pressure,

The discontinuance of the hall would, in my judgment, result in
more drunkenness and tend to increase its evil effects, because the
percentage of men who, above the age of 60, give up a habit is small;
if the habit is drink, it is even less.  With the closing of the beer hall
he would simply follow his habit into the village. There he meets
the young sol({ier, who is prone to banter him beyond both hig desire
and jud ment, probably for no other reason than the delight of seeing
the ‘‘old soldier” knocked out,

If he escapes the young soldier, he still becomes the victim of the
saloon keeper, who knows that by leading off with a few treats he
“can get all the old man has, Thus, having started for his beer, he
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ends in the sorry spectacle of a common drunk, with many and
robable chances of being injured, robbed, and, in any event, of suf-
fering from the baneful effects of the liquors consumed, having
brought public disgrace upon himself and upon the noble institution
of the Soldiers’ Home, ‘ ‘
Considering, then, that the operation of the beer hall is neither a
temptation nor a detriment to the member free from the drink habit,
is the source of a considerable amount of sociability to the moderate
“drinker: and controls the member enslaved by the drink habit;
restraining and protecting him, minimizing both the temptation to
and the bad effects of drink, and sparing the Home from open shame, the
beer hall is, in my judgment, under the exceptional condition here, an
advantage, rather than a disadvantage, to the members of the Home.
Very respectfully,
J. MartY~ NEIFERT, (haplain.
 Hon, Frankrnin Murrny,
President Board of" Managers.

o e

i Jury 19, 1906,

Sir: In reply to your request for my judgment of the beer hall 1
wish to say that its operation is a decided benefit to the members of
the Home,

It restrains those nccustomed to the use of alcoholic liquors from
indulging in strong drinks and limits drunkenness to a marked dogvee.
It promotes a sociubility very essential to men living under conditions
such as are found in Soldiers’ Homes,

The discontinuance of the beer hall would be, I know, a misfortune
resulting in drunkenness and worse,

These statements are based upon an intimate experience with men of
the Regular Army and Soldiers’ Homes for many years.

Respectfully, yours, ‘
W. A. Fanroxn, Chaplain,

Hon, Fraxkxriyn MurpHyY,

President Bourd of Managers.

WESTERN BRANCH.

JurLy 24, 1906,

Sir: Replying to the letter of Col. W, K. Elwell, inspector-gencral,
dated July 17, 1906, requesting me, by your direction, to report the
results of my observations of the operations of the beer hal} at this
Branch, and whether or not ‘“its influence has, on the whole, been to
the advantage or disadvantage of members of the Home,” I have the
honor to say:

Question, What, if any, effect has it had in restraining members
flt_ccusto%ned to the use of alcoholic beverages from indulging in strong
iquors :

Answer, Disadvantageous,
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Question. What, if any, is the influence of the beer hall in promot-
ing social acquaintance of members and relieving the tendency to
depression incident to barrack life?

Answer. I can not answer.

Question. Would the discontinuance of the beer hall, in your judg-
ment, result in more or less drunkenness among members ot the Home ¢

Answer. Less,

Very respectfully, James M. Pavne,
Chaplain.
FraxkrLiy Mureny, Esq.,
Dresident Board of Managers,
Nutional Home for D. V. S., New York City, N. Y.

JuLy 28, 1906,

Sir: In veply to your letter of the 17th instant making inquiry as
to my observations in regard to the beer hall at the Western Branch,
“ Whether or not its inflnence has, on the whole, been to the advan-
tage or disadvantage of members of the Home,” I beg to state that
my observations, extending over a period of nearly twelve years as
chaplain of this Home, lead me to the convietion that the beer hall at
this Branch has heen an advantage to the members and an indirect
help to discipline. B

During the past nineteen years I have lived among soldiers, young

and old, and have been in close touch with them all that time, so that

I feel T ean speak with some assurance on this question,

I am not a defender of the liquor interests by any means; my
speeches and labor in hehalf of true temperance will show that I am
strongly opposed to the liquor traflic as commonly carried on, as well
as to the intemperate use of aleoholie beverage of every kind; neverthe-
less, centuries of experience have taught us many valuable lessons in
regard to the vagaries of our common human nature. ‘Theories are
all very well until we are confronted by actual conditions.  Then we
are forced to proceed along the lines of least resistance to our ideals,
deeming it an advantsge to he able to choose the lesser of two evily,
and thus, by a slow but sure process of elimination, to arrive at last
at our gonl,  This is the history of all the great movements that have
blessed our civilization and our race. The temperance movement
must adopt the same treties or fail utterly,

Now, the question of the beer hall at Soldiers’ Homes is expressive of
a condition, and the condition is in men, not in things. The veterans
of our wars are what they are—victims of circumstances,  They
remain with us as the wreckage of many storms, vanquished victors
of a hundred battle fields, homeless, friendless, often poor, seldom
otherwise than lonesome; all ave old, all are dying far removed from
the nobler influences of their families: and the worst of it all is, there
is no power on earth to change this condition of affairs,

The intemperate use of liguor has been the fruitful source of the
misfortunes of many of those men who drink,  Yet it must never he
imagined that there are not a vast number of good, sober, industrious
men among them, as is shown from the fact that but 12 per cent of
the membership of the Home commit all of the offenses. '

Notwithstun(‘\ing the conditions thus truthfully outlined, it is greatly
to the credit of the management of these Homes that there is so little
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disorder of any kind. As long as. Soldiers’ Homes are not prisons,
and as long as pensions will be paid—which T hope will be forever—
the veterans will use their freedom and their money to suit themselves,
All that can be done is to render their associations and surroundings
wholesome. This is an absolute impossibility outside the Home
grounds; therefore, let them have within the grounds, under proper
supervision, the simpler and less harmful beverage; let us afford the
men every reasonable means of enjoyment, and we will increase their
happiness and further the interest of good order and discipline. Let us
choose between the two evils knowing that whatever of evil that may
be connected with the restricted sale of beer at the Home it is as nothing
compared to the disorder, crime, and suffering that must necessarily
ensue if these old men are forced to resort to the dives that infest the
vicinity of all these institutions. There will be more drunkenness,
because the men will use alcoholic liquor of the very worst quality
more freely than they do at present.  They will seek in many ways to
smuggle this vile stuft in to' their barracks or hide it in the unfre-
quented places all over our extensive grounds.  The exodus that takes
place on Sunday mornings when our beer hall is closed will be a matter
of every day occurrence, and the results can not be otherwise than
disastrous, ‘

It is in view of these conditions that 1 hold the beer hall to be an
advantage. Many and wise regulations have been thrown around the
sale of beer in these halls and every objectionable feature has been
restricted so that very little disorder or excess is ever noticed. The
abolition of the beer hall therefore, it scems to me, is shortsighted,
because it is playing into the hands of the saloon element, It will
accomplish very little good and is certain to do much harm,

There are conditions existing at Soldiers’ Homes that very few on
the outside ean fully realize.  One of the most striking characteristies
of the veterans is their intense individunlity, They scem to wish to
he alone, to sit alone, and to walk alone. Men are seen sitting by
their bunks for hours at a time in every barrack playing cards alone,
There is very little comradeship. It is one of the sad features of sol-
diers’ home life, It is most depressing and sometimes ends in dementia,
The beer hall is a dissolvent of this condition § it is the social center
and is about the only place where members of the Home become
acqnainted with one another, where good cheer is unrestrained by the
presence of the puritanical or debased by the evil associations of vile
men and women. ,

What can be found to take the place of the Home beer hall?  The
question is important hecause the tedium and depression of bharrnck
life is settling down on many like a nightmare, The insane ward is
a poor substitute, and the nearby saloons are in some respeets even
worse.  ‘There is no doubt in my mind but that the board of managers
and the oficers in charge of these homes know hest what is for the
interest of this class—good men once and hrave soldiers, hut now
the vietims of circumstances over which we have now no control.
The beer hall may be objectionable hut the dives and saloons are far
more so. It is beside the question to say that the United States
GGovernment should not be in the liquor business so long as there are
honded warchouses and taxes collected and laws enacted for the manu-
faucture, the sale, and transportation of the same.

Personally, I can find under the circumstances of this ¢ase no strong
argument for the aholition of the heer hall, whereas my experience of
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the last twelve years leads me to hold that it will serve the best interest
of all concerned to retain the hall. 1 would add, to its attractiveness
and make it even more homelike. I would continue the lunch counter
and have music at stated times on its veranda, and thus under the
supervision of the guards and the watchful care of the governor of the
Home the evils arising from the unprotected and unrestricted use of
intoxicants will he greatly reduced.
Respectfully,
Tuomas H. Kinserna, Chaplain.
FrankraNn Murreny, Esq.,
Dresident Board of Managers.

PACIFIC BRANCH,

Avuacust 29, 1906,

Sir: Your communication referring to the beer hall, with several
questions, reached me through the governor. .

My limited observation of the woﬁ{ings of the heer hall, and having
no experience or opportunity to observe the condition of the members
without one, except for a hrief two'weeks recently, makes it difficult
for me to intelligently answer your questions,

The men before the governor for discipline, as a rule, are not the
beer drinkers, but those who violate the rule prohibiting bringing
intoxicating liquors into the Home grounds or those who use them
outside and become intoxicated.

I believe the beer drinker is generally satisfied with what he gets
at the beer hall, and he is thus prevented from going outside to secure
what his appetite demands and insists upon as a moderate drinker,
thus making temptation to exeess by treating or abusive treatment by
designing liguor sellers impossible.

I doubt many frequenting the beer hall for sociability, us the vestric-
tions on treating prevent the first step in that direction, Men are
sociable there with those to whom they are sociable away from there,
Amusements would cultivate more and a better (yvpe of sociability.

As to **the depression incident to barrack life™ the readers, who by
reading are temporarily drown away trom themselves, and those who
find light employment, are lenst depressed. Tam not sutliciently expe-
ricneed to pass judement on the questionwherher = the discontinuance
of the heer hall would resnlt inoimore o fees dennkenness among the
members,™

Discontinunance woub!l vermove the beverage from <ome who might
cease its use or substitute «innen The most of the drinkers are con-
firmed in the habit and contime nntl it proves fatal,. Their advanced
years and length of habit makees it ovevedingly diflicalt to induce them
to cease (lrinﬁing when it becomes harmial. They yield to disease
more rapidly than those who do not drink.

What effect the prohibition of the beer hall would have upon the
character of service rendered the Home can better he determined hy
those who deal dirveetly with the employed.

Respectfully, yours, .
G. W. Wirson, Chaplain,
Hon, Fraxkrin Mureny,

DPresident Board of Managers.
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' SEPTEMBER 30, 1906,
Sir: As you requested me to reporvt the results of my observations
of the beer hall in the Pacific Branch, I wish to state that on the whole
its influence has been to the advantage of members of the Home for
the following reasons:
That it restraing members aceustomed to the use of alcoholic bever-
ages from indulging in strong drinks. ,
That it promotes social acquaintance and relieves the tendency to
oppression incident to barrack life.
In my judgment the discontinuance of the beer hall would result in
more drunkenness among members of the Home.
Respectfully, yours,
: Parrick Hawe, Chaplain.
Hon. Franknin Murrny,
President Board of Managers.

MAFR.ION BRANCH,

. _Juny 25, 1906,

SIR: In answer to your letter of inquiry in regard to the beer hall
in this Home I have tfle honor to report to vou the following through
the governor:

T will answer your questions seriatim, _

1. Has the influence of the beer hall heen to the advantage or dis-
advantage of the members of the Home?

I think it has - een to the advantage of some of those members
addicted to drinking, ns it is less injurious to them to he supplied
under the limitations of the beer hall than to get their supplies under
the conditions that prevail on the outside of the Home.

2. Has it had any restraining cffect upon members accustomed to
the use of aleoholic beverages from indulging in strong liquor?

It has had a restraining cffect upon some of the members of the
class designated in the question,  Others will have the strong liquor
if they can get it, )

3. What 1s the influence of the beer hall in promoting the social
acquaintance of the members, ete. ?

ft appears that it does promote the social acquaintance of the mems-
hers who patronize it, hut it is on such a plane that T seriously doubt
that it is of any real help to them,

4. Would the discontinuance of the beer hall result in more or less
drunkenness among the members of the Home?

It is my judgment that it would result in more drunkenness.

Yours, very truly,
D. ¥, Myers, Chaplain.

Hon, Frankrix Mureny,

President Board of Managers,

Jury 19, 1906,
Sir: Replying to your favor of the 17th instant, I beg to state that
in my judgment the presence of the beer hall in our midst is a decided
advantage to the members of the Home, Here, under the guidance of
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experienced and kindly authority, the members of the Home who so
desire may indulge legitimately in the use of alcoholic beverages.
They meet socially in the beer hall and thus the danger or temptation
to strong drink, at least for the majority, is rendered very remote, and
they ave protected from harm and excess. The discontinuance of the
beer hall would, I am persuaded, work a real hardship to the honored
defenders of our country **who like their beer,” and they are numer-
ous in the camp. It would beget more drunkenness among them, and
- cast them at the merey of unscerupulous proprictors of the *“ dens and
dope houses,” who, despite the law and vigilance, continue to conduct
their nefarious business in the vicinity of the Home. I desire to be
placed on record, humbly but firmly, as heing first, last, and always for
the continuance ot the beer hall at the Home.
I am, respectfully, yours, )
Cuarres K. McCasr, Chaplain.
Hon. Fraxkriy Mureny,
' Dresident Board of Managers.

DANVILLE BRANCH.
Jurny 26, 1906,

Str: In veply to your letter of inquiry concerning the advantages
or disadvantages of the heer hall in the Soldiers’ Home, Danville, I1l.,
I have the honor to say: -

1. Having had opportunities to converse with many members of our
Home, both in their barracks and out in their common haunts, I may
confidently report to you that the canteen or heer hall has a wholesome
effect in restraining the confirmed drinkers of liquor from over-indul-
genee in strong drinks, A decided majority of the members of thig
Home are strictly temperate; hut there is a minority who seem hope-
lessly established in the passion and habit of drunkenness, and will
indulge their love for aleoholic drink in some way, legitimate or ille-
gitimate,  Daily, at regular hours, they visit the beer hall, drink a
glags or two of beer and seem satisfied.  On account of a former pas-
torate in the city of Danville I have facilities of seeing the reports
from the police department, There has been a steady decline in the
namber of arrests of old soldiers for drunkenness, IFifteen months
ago there were reported 175 arrests, but three months sinee the number
was reduced to 19, Various causes contribute to this desirable result,
but it is cevtain the Home canteen issan important factor in that result.

2. Also I may assure you that the beer hall furnishes & means in
yromoting the social side of life in the Home. Usually the old soldiers
Lcep much to themselves,  They do not seem disposed toward sociality,
Hundreds pass and repass with neither a look nor word to one another,
I have taken opportunity to pass through the canteen and found those
therein manifesting a convivial spirit,  They are limited in the amount
of beer allowed, and do not hecome boisterous or profane, or offen-
sive, and so far as my observation has gone they enjoy the society of
one another.

3. In my judgment the discontinuance of the beer hall would increase
the amount of drunkenness in this Home and largely add to the sum of
arrests for consequent disorder, hoth in the Home court and the police
court of Danville, 1 base this conclusion upon my observation and
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knowledge of the fixed habits of many of these veteran soldiers. We
can restrain them under the careful discipline of the Home govern-
ment under the rules of the Board of Managers; but it seems too late
in their lives to hope for the cure of the long-established habit of strong
drink, except in those who adopt and stendfastly practice the Christian
faith.  When the beer hall was temporarily closed by the act of the late
Congresé we found many members of the Home who deeply resented
it. They suid the canteen helonged to them, and the indirect attempt
of the United States Congress to abolish it had an injurious result.
The vigits to the Danville saloons increased and according to my limited
observation the number of drunken soldiers notably multiplied.

To my thought we are compelled to choose one of two evils—the
Home canteen or the liquor saloon; and from my standpoint we must
accept the canteen, however reluctantly, as less productive of injury
to the drinking members of the Home and of disorder in the Home,

Very truly, ’
Tuoos. A. Parker, Chaplain.

Hon. FraNkniN Murpny,

Dresident Board of Managers.

SEPTEMBER 25, 1906,

Sik: In reply to your inquiry made through Inspector-General and
Chief-Surgeon W, K., Elwell, regarding the results of the beer hall
as conducted at this Branch, I beg to submit the following report
based upon personal observation and communication with members of
the Home:

(1) However zealous one may be in the cause of temperance, an
unprejudiced consideration of the case will convince one that the beer
hall, under proper management, works to the advantage of the mem-
hers, and even promotes temperance, by decreasing the number of
cases of drunkenness, I know many members here who go to the
heer hall once or twice a day, and who never hecome intoxicated, hut
who say they would in all probahility were they to go to the city, and
they declare that they would be likely to go to the city if they could
not obtain beer in the Home. I have not seen any (h'nn?wnness around
the beer hall, and T believe that the present system reduces the drink
evil to & minimum,

(2) The heer hall seems to satisfy most of those addieted to the use
of aleoholic drink, and thus keeps them away from strong liquor,
though I have met some who declared that their craving for whisky
was first exeited by indulging at the beer hall.

(8) There can be no doubt about the fact that the heer hall con-
tributes a great deal to relieve the monotony of harrack life, and pro-
motes socinbility among the Iarge number of moderate drinkers who
frequent the place. Of course it could hardly he justified on this
score nlone, but it is an argument in its favor,

(4) Experience here has convinced me that the operation of the beer
hall makes for moderate drinking, and that its discontinnance would
augment the number of cases of drunkenness in the Home.

Respecetfully, yours,
SrerneN N, Moone, Chaplain,

Hon, Frankriy Mureny,

Dresident Board of Managers.
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MOUNTAIN BRANCH.

‘ Avausr 3, 1906,

Str: Replying to your letter of July 17, 1906, touching the beer
hall, I have the honor to say, in answer to the question, ‘* Has the influ-
ence of the beer hall, on the whole, heen an advantage or a disadvan-
tage to the members of the IHome” with a careful observation of
fourteen months without the presence of the beer hall and nineteen
months with it in existence and full operation, my judgment is that
its influence is a disadvantage to the members.

To the question, ““ What, if any, effect has it had in restraining
members accustomed to the use of alcoholic beverages from indulging
in strong liquor?” will state a good per cent of the class above
described content themselves with the use of beer, while there is
another class anxious to break away from the drink habit and would,
in my judgment, succeed but for the presence and influence of the
heer hall in the Home.

Again, ““ What, if any, is the influence of the beer hall in promot-
ing social acquaintance of the members and relieving the ten(}cncy to
depression incident to bharrack life?”  Inanswer to this question, I feel
sure that the presence and influence of the heer hall ereates a fretful
chasm hetween those who patronize the beer hall and those who do
not, and thus hinders rather than helps sociability, while, with the age
and decrepitude of those who patronize the beer hall, the habit seems
to incline them to he more fault-finding, moody, and irritable.

Finally, to the question, ** Would the discontinuance of the bheer
hall, in your judgment, vesult in more or less drunkenness among
members of the Home 27 I heg to say that it is my impression that its
discontinuance would result in very much legs drinking and consider-
ably less drunkenness,

The question is one of difficult solution, and I devoutly trust that
the agitation will continue until that which is wisest and best for the
members of the Home ig attained.

Respectfully,
- J. A, RusLe, Chaplain.,

Hon, FraNxkraNn Mureny, :
Dresident Board of Managers,

: Avuausr 10, 1906.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following observations on the
heer hall: -

The discontinuance of the beer hall will doubtless result in fewer
cases of common, or plain drunks, but in a greater number of more
aggravated debauches in strong drink. '

As to a choice between the two evils, moralists seem to be agreed
that the latter, as nearly always constituting a crime, are morve pro-
ductive of injury to society than the former, which, for the most part,
are simply a vice,

ery respectfully,
Warrer F. GorrwarLes, Chaplain.

Hon, FrankrLin Murrny,

DPresident Board of Managers.



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY.,

Tar NartionarL Home
FOR DiSABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS,
. Seeretary’s Office, Decemnber 6, 1906.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith certain documents to
accompany the annual report, of the Board of Managers to Congress
for the year ending June 30, 1906. They consist of— '

gl The proceedings of the Board of Managers dnring the year.
2) ‘The reports of the governors of the several Branches,

(3) The record of members.

The proceedings of the Board of Managers at its various meetings
exhibit in full everything that has been done by the Board in the per-
formance of its duties, The veports of the governors show in detail
all that is important to know as to their respective Branches,

The papers above referred to contain all the information that can
be furnished in regsrd to the management of the Home.

Respectfully, yours,
C. M. AnNDERSON,
Secretary Board of Managers,
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.
Frankrin Mureny,
Dresident Board of Managers,
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE NATIONAL HOME FOR
DISABLED VOLUNTEER S8OLDIERS, JULY 18, 1805.

New Yorx, N. Y., July 18, 1905.

The Board met in regular quarterly session at headquarters, National
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, at 11 a. m,

Present; Gen. M. T, MecMahon, president of the Board; Gen, Thomas
d. Heiderson, first vice-president; Gen, J. Marshall Brown, second
vice-president (joined at Eastern Branch); Gen. Charles M., Anderson,
secretary; Capt, Henry K. Palmer; Col. Walter P, Brownlow; John
M. Holley, esq.; Hon. Franklin Murphy; Col. Edwin P. Haummond,

There were presented letters from Maj., Willinm Warner and Col,
Henry H. Markham, explaining the cause of their absence.

The minutes of the last meeting were submitte