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Data Souce and Methods

A Datafor this analsis come from the 2014American Community Stwvey (ACS

A The ACSis anongoing survey that providesannual data on the sodal and economic
charaderigtics of the U.S population.

A The ACSuses a seriesof monthly sanplesto produce annually updated data for the same
small areas (censustrads andblock groups) formerly surveyed viathe decennial censuslong-
form sanple.

A The universefor this analsisis the civilianpopulation 17 yearsandolder livingin the
United Sates,unless otherwise specified.

U Thsuniverse includesaweighted estimate of 19.4million \eterans of which 1.6
million were women.

A Allcomparative statements have undergone statistical testing and are significant at the
90% confidence level.
A aadlriArAaaAaortte aAayATAOFYd RAFFSNBYOSE A
difference; it does not mean the difference is necessarily large, important or significant in the us
sense of the word.
A ay2 adGlriraaaortte aAayATAOLYyld RAFFSNBYOS
difference in the comparative percentages/rate.
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Rural and Urban Definitions

A TheU.S.CensusBueaudefinesa dzNDl yyRErl- dindiHe
followingway:

A Urban: consists of two different sizesof urban areas
(L)Urbanzed Areas (UAs)of 50,000 or more people,

(2)UrbanClwsters (UC$ of at least 2,500 andlessthan 50,000
people.
U 2014ACSdatacombinesUAsandUC4o0 definea dzNDH | y €

A Rural:encompasssall population, housing, andterritory not
Includedwithin anurban area.
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Rual and UrbanCommunities

Rual and urban communities differ in three mainways:

1. Demoagraphiccomposdtion- in general, rural communities have less
demogaphicdiversity, especidly racial andethnic dversity, than urban
areas.

2. Saialties andsocialcapital- individualsin rural andurban communities
have a similar amount of socid ties but rural resdents are mare likely to
have strong ties (close connectionswith friendsand family) thanweak
ties (loose connectionswith avariety of people).

3. Infradructure andingitutionalsuppot- Residents of rural communities
do not have easy accessto infrastructure within their daily livingt sud as
public transpotation, hedth care, government agences, aswell as
reaeational andentertainment outlets.

Source: Hofferth, Sandra L. andJohnlceland.1998® daf Gaialin Rualand UrbanComnunitiesg Rural Sociology 63(4):574-598
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About the Veteran Community

A \eteransare a unigue subset of the U.S population that differ from those
who have never servedin the military.

A Inorder to serve in the military, individualsmust meet certain
reqgurements which mae \eteransa selectve population based on certain

chaaderistics suchaseducation, physical fithess lewvel, health, and criminal
history.

A Whenmakingcomparions of \teran and non-\eteran popuktions, itis
ne@ssary to recognize differencesin gende, age, andracial ethnic
compositionasa produd of historical cohorts, socialpolicies and
selecton standads.

A The \feteran population is overwhelmingly male in comparisonto the
non-\eteran population.

A \eterans,asa group, are much older than non-\eterans.
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Why Rual Veterans?

A The Depatment of \eteransAffairs has identified rural \eterans
asa population of intered.

A About24 percent of the Veteran population today residesin
rural areas compared to 18.6 percent of the civilian population.

A Rual \kteransrepresant 34 percent of the total enrolled \eteran
population in VA health care syssem. Around 33 percent of those
enrolled rural \eteransserved in Opeaation Endurirg Freedom,
Opgaation Iragi Feedom (OB OlF)and Opeaation New Dawn.
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Rural \eteran andUrban \eteran
Comparisns

Rual \eterans=4,638709
Urban\eterans=14,713139

15



Rural communitieshad a higher percentage of Veeteransin the age range of 55to 74. Urbancommunitieshada
higher percentage of young\eterans(age 17 to 44) andelderly \ieterans(75 and over) comparedwith rural \eterans.
The medanage for both rural and urban \eteransfell within the 55to 64 year range.

Age Distribution
Population 17 Years and Older
(in percent)

" Rual Veterans ®Urban Veterans

29.8

17-24 years 25-34 years 35-44 years 45-54 years 55-64 years 65-74 years 75 years or over

Source: U.S CensusBureau, Amercan Comnunity Survey, 2014
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The age distribution of male rural and urban \ieterans mirrors the overall age distribution, sincemen make up the majority of
the \eteran population. Female \eterans are generally younger in comparison to male \eeterans, and 50 percent of rural female
\kterans were between the agesof 45and 64. About 30 percent ofemale \eteransin rural communities were younger

than age 45.
Age Digtribution of Male \eterans Age Distribution of Female \eterans
Population 17 Years and Older Population 17 Years and Older
(in percent) (in percent)
¥ Ruralveterans ™ UrbanVeerans ¥ RuralVeterans B UrbanVeerans
31.0 26.1
23.9
5 6 940 23.2
205 23. 176 18.6 19.3
18.3 16.
132140 11.5 11.6
8.9 g1 8792
70 7.0
4.4 3.9
orse 1l B
_ el
17-24  25-34 3544 4554 55-64  65-74 T75years 17-24  25-34  35-44 4554  55-64  65-74 75yearsor
years years years years*  years years  or over years years years years years* years over*

* Denotesa no statistically significant difference.

Source: U.S CensusBureau, Amercan Comnunity Survey, 2014
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Rual \Veteranswere more white and lessraciallydiversethan urban \eterans. Thisis not
surprising considering that both rural areasand the \ieteran population overall are
generally lessraciallydiverse.

Raceand Bhnicity

Population 17 Years and Older Urban Veterans
(in percent)

White 89.9 74.9
Black 4.9 13.1
Higanic 2.6 7.7
Asian 0.3 1.8
American India/Alaka 1.1 05
Native
Native Hawaiian and 0.1 0.2

other Pacific Hander

Some other race 00 0.1

Two or more races 11 1.6

Source: U.S CensusBureau, Amercan Comnunity Survey, 2014
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The most gtriking differencein period of service for rural and urban \eterans wasthe Vietham Ea. A higher percentage of
\eteransliving in rural communities were from the Vietham Era compared with urban \eterans. A greater percentage of
\kteranslivingin urban areas were from Post9/11, Pre9/11, Korean war, oMorld War |l era than \eteransin rural areas.
These period of service differences reflect someof the age distribution differences between rural and urban \eterans.

Period of Sevice
Population 17 Years and Over

(in percent)
11.4
Post-9/11 16.6
11.8
Pre-9/11 I
13.3 Rual Veterans
Vietnam Era 39.7 B UrbanVeterans
A, 3226
; 8.9
Korean Confllct_ 03
4.0
World War I B 55

24.2

Peacetime °”'y_ 22.7

Period of Service Date®0st9/11: Sept. 2001 to presenBre-9/11: Aug. 1990 to Aug. 2001; Vietnam Era:
Aug.1964 to April 1975; Korean War: July 1950 to Jan. 1955; World War II: Dec. 1941 to Dec, 1946;
Peacetimes: Jan. 1947 to June 1950; Feb. 1955 to July 1964 and May 1975 to July 1990.

Note: Periads of sewice are not mutually exclsive. Veteranscanserve in more thanone period.

Source: U.S Census Bureau, American Comnunity Survey , 2014
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Rual \eteranshad higher concentrationsin the lower-level education categories(less thanhigh schooldegree) while
urban\eteranshad higher concentrationsin the higher-level education categories(high school graduatesome
college, andbachela $degeeor higher).

Educational Attainment
Population 17 Years and Older
(in percent)

B RualVeterans ™ UrbanVeterans

44.2

Less than high school graduate High school graduate Some college or associate's degree Bachelor's degree or higher

‘HducationalAttain u v Srefersto the highestlevel of educationan indivdual hascompleted.

Source: U.S Census Bureau, Amercan Comnunity Survey, 2014
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