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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV III) was conducted by the Census Bureau for the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to analyze the state of the veteran population. The previous survey of this type,
SOV I1, was conducted in 1979, and since then the veteran population has aged and changed as a conse-
quence of the all-volunteer armed forces and the increasing presence of women veterans (who were not
included in the 1979 survey) and racial and ethnic minorities.

In addition, major legislative changes have been made in the programs and benefits available to veterans.
The following two changes exemplify the importance of the need to analyze the effect of the legislation
in planning for the future needs of the veteran population. Under the new education program, contribu-
tions of $100 per month are added to a fund by the individual while in the service for up to 12 months.
The veteran can draw up to $300 per month for 36 months when out of the service as long as the veteran
is attending a qualifying institution. The "Veterans Health Care Amendments Act of 1986" provided for
a means test for treatment in VA health care facilities. VA must provide hospital care and may provide
outpatient and nursing home care for veterans in Category A, which includes veterans with a service-con-
nected disability, income below specified levels, or are exempt because they were prisoners of war, were
exposed to radiation, served in World War I or earlier, or are eligible for Medicaid. The survey found
that 44 percent of veterans supplying the needed information were in Category A. The other 56 percent
of veterans were classified by the survey to be in Categories B and C, for whom the VA may provide care
on a resources available basis. Because of their higher incomes and net worth, veterans in Category C
must agree to pay any applicable deductibles and resources must be available before care can be pro-
vided; about 49 percent of veterans reporting the needed information were found to be in Category C.

The survey was representative of veterans living in private households and was conducted in July, August,

and September of 1987 from outgoing rotation panels of the Current Population Survey. The survey
showed that most veterans:

e entered military service by enlisting (64 percent)
e left the military through means other than retirement with 20 or more years of service (80 percent)
e are married and live with their spouse (79 percent)

e are homeowners (77 percent)

have had contact with the VA since leaving military service (65 percent)

e are aware that the Department of Veterans Affairs provides hospital care for veterans with ser-
vice-connected disabilities (76 percent).
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The survey included a number of questions on use of VA programs, and the results showed that:

e 39 percent of veterans used the GI Bill or other VA-sponsored training or educational opportuni-
ties after leaving military service

e 14 percent lived in a house with a VA-insured mortgage at the time of the survey
e 34 percent used a VA-insured mortgage at some point in their lives (inchuding their current home)

e 21 percent have used a VA hospital or other medical facility.

The characteristics of the total veteran population are strongly influenced by the World War II genera-
tion. About 38 percent of all veterans included in the 1987 survey served during World War II, and the
generation that reached adulthood at this time is unique in the high proportion of men with military
experience. A majority of American men between 55 and 70 years of age in 1987 had served in the
military, mostly in World War II. Men with military experience were 74 percent of all men 60 to 65 years
old in 1987. Probably no other age group in the twentieth century had or will have such a high rate of
participation in military service.

About 30 percent of veterans reported a disability or health condition that prevented them from working
or limited the type of work or the performance of other activities. A heart condition was the most often
cited disabiling condition and was reported by 28 percent of veterans with a disability or health condition.
About 44 percent of veterans of World War II reported that 2 disability or health condition prevented
them from working or in other ways limited their activities.

Assessing need for health care and providing it to veterans who need it most are important issues facing
VA now and in the future. Similar issues confront American society as a whole because the U.S. popula-
tion is aging and more persons are surviving to advanced ages. The Department of Veteran Affairs will
confront these issues earlier and more abruptly than most other organizations, and its actions will guide
others.



CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

America needs to know about its veterans—who they are, how they are, where they live, and what kinds
of households they belong to. Such information is needed in order to assess the status and well-being of
Americans who have served their country through military duty. In order to evaluate programs and plan
for the future, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) needs to know how its programs are used by
veterans. The 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV III) was conducted to achieve these goals.

An important goal of the 1987 survey was to assess the effects of Public Law 99-272, the "Veterans Health
Care Amendments Act of 1986," which was passed by Congress in April 1986 and made several changes
in the eligibility of veterans for VA health care and is discussed later in this chapter.

The Department of Veterans Affairs maintains administrative records of those characteristics of partici-
pants needed to administer the various programs available to veterans. Special surveys such as SOV III
are used to obtain information about the users of more than one program and, more importantly, to
gather information on those veterans who do not currently participate in any benefit program but are
eligible to do so. These surveys are a major source of the full range of information needed to evaluate
current and propbscd programs for veterans or to plan for their future needs.

The content of SOV III was designed by VA in consultation with the Census Bureau. The survey itself
was conducted by the Census Burcau, which also conducted the previous national survey of veterans for
VA in 19791 In the intervening 8 years special surveys of veterans 55 years old and over and of women
veterans were carried out by Louis Harris, Inc. for VAZ

The 1987 Survey of Veterans is perhaps best described as an area-probability sample covering the entire
United States and weighted to agree with Census Bureau estimates of the U.S. population by age, sex,
and race. The sample was based on veterans who were in outgoing rotation panels of Current Population
Surveys conducted by the Census Bureau. The Current Population Survey (CPS) is a monthly nationwide
survey whose primary purpose is to obtain information on employment status and other characteristics
of the population. On a monthly basis, one-eighth of the households in the CPS are dropped from the
sample and replaced by new households in a rotation designed to avoid overburdening respondents and
to keep response rates high. Information on persons in households being rotated out of the CPS between
April 1986 and January 1987 was examined, and persons who were reported as veterans were identified
for inclusion in the 1987 National Survey of Veterans. In July, August, and September of 1987 the Census
Bureau went into the field to interview these veterans. Figure 1-1 shows the number of veteransidentified
in outgoing rotation panels of the CPS, the number of em:nplct'én interviews that were obtained, and
reasons for noninterview.?

The sample is representative of veterans living in private households in the United States at the time they
were rotated out of the CPS sample. Not included are veterans in long-term hospitals or other institu-
tional settings, which include college dormitories, correctional facilities, nursing homes, and other



Figure 1-1. The 1987 Survey of Veterans
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non-household living arrangements. Nor did the sample include persons not regularly attached to a
household, such as homeless persons or others whose household affiliation is temporary or transitory.
For this survey, proxy answers were not accepted; that is, if the veteran was not available for interview,
other members of the veteran’s household were not asked to report information about the veteran. This
practice was adopted because household members may not have known the veteran at the time of his or
her period of service and therefore might not be able to report accurate information. Veterans who were
interviewed were assigned the weights they had at their last CPS interview with adjustments for nonre-
sponse; results were not weighted to agree with predetermined control totals.

A major change in the definition of a veteran took place in September 1980, Individuals entering the
service since this time generally must have served 24 months (the minimum service requirement) or
longer in the armed forces in order to be eligible for full veteran benefits. Exceptions to this rule are
those who were discharged from the service for medical reasons, as a hardship, or at the convenience of
the government. This definition is followed in the 1987 Survey of Veterans. How the overall survey design
may affect counts of some groups of veterans is discussed more fully in the next section.

R LT ]
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All estimates from surveys are subject to sampling error—variability that exists from having collected data
from a subset of the target population rather than from a complete census. Sampling errors for the survey
are presented in Appendix I. For very small subgroups of veterans sampling errors can be large relative
to the value being estimated. Surveys are also subject to nonsampling errors, including those that result
from respondents not being able to recall events or dates accurately, particularly events far in the past.

SOME BASIC COUNTS FROM THE SURVEY

This section discusses how some basic counts from the survey compare to VA administrative files of the
official estimates of the veteran population prepared on a semi-annual basis by the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. The most basic of counts is simply the total number of veterans, shown in this report to be
"26,143,000. As discussed earlier, this figure comes from the April 1986 through January 1987 Current
Population Surveys (reinterviewed in July, August, and September of 1987). VA’s estimate of the veteran
population as of September 30, 1987 (the reference date for SOV III) was 27,469,000.4 The official esti-
mates of the veteran population are derived from a demographic model which uses data from the 1980
Census of Population as the benchmark from which later estimates are derived. Estimates of the veteran
population are calculated by adjusting the 1980 count of veterans by age and sex for mortality (using rates
from the National Center for Health Statistics and the Census Bureau) and for actual separations from
the military as reported by the Department of Defense.?

Aside from the methodological differences, part of the discrepancy between the SOV III and official VA
estimates of veteran population come from differences in the universe of veterans each measures. The
1987 survey was only of households and excluded persons who were in institutional settings or otherwise
not available for interview (if the veteran was temporarily absent from his or her household, interviewers
made call-backs in an attempt to obtain an interview).

After the survey was conducted and tabulations were prepared, VA contracted with Booz-Allen &
Hamilton, Inc. to evaluate the results, paying particular attention to discrepancies in four areas: the
number of veterans who were inpatients in VA hospitals in the 12 months prior to being interviewed; the
number of veterans who ever participated in the GI Bill; the number of female veterans; and the number
of veterans who have served since the end of the Vietnam era. The Booz-Allen & Hamilton report is
printed in its entirety as Appendix ITT and what follows is a distillation of their findings.

Records from VA hospitals showed about 626,000 patients with at least one overnight stafy durmg fiscal

year 1987, whereas the estimate from SOV III is about 463,000 for the 12 months preceding the survey.

The main source of difference between the two numbers is that VA records are for all veterans who spent
time in a VA hospital, regardless of type or manner of discharge. Some discharges were attributable to
deaths and other discharges were to long-term institutions. The SOV III figure represents only veterans
whose usual residence at the time of the survey was a private household. "Net of deaths and transfers to
long-term institutions," concluded the Booz-Allen & Hamilton report, "the hospitalization estimate based
on VA records is within sampling error of the SOV III estimate."®
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Survey results were also compared to administrative records of G Bill beneficiaries. VA records indicate
that 20,000,000 veterans have received GI Bill and other educational benefits. SOV III estimates that
10,282,000 veterans at the survey date had received such benefits. A major portion of the difference
between these two figures is that the administrative records reflect all veterans who gver received such
benefits, whereas the SOV 1II estimate is limited to veterans who were living in private households at the
time of the survey. Probably 6 million beneficiaries had died by the time of the survey.’ Other beneficia-
ries may not have been living in private households, and therefore would not have been included in the
survey. Another consideration is that surveys tend to understate events which occurred far in the respon-
dent’s past, and some older veterans may not have been able to recall the source of education or training
they received many decades earlier. These sources of discrepancy cannot be precisely quantified, but they
affect interpretation of the numbers in this report and published elsewhere by VA.

The SOV I estimated 661,000 women veterans, compared with official VA estimates of 1.2 million as
of September 30, 1987. The Booz-Allen report postulates that this difference "is most likely the result of
methodological differences.” These differences include, but are not limited to, the sample design, the
sample size, and the screening questions used to verify veteran status. It would be extremely difficult to
quantify the effect of each methodological component.

Something else that may affect SOV II’s estimates of women veterans and younger veterans is mobility
between the initial CPS interview and the SOV III interview. The SOV III estimate of veterans 25-29
years old is 32.4 percent below the VA estimate and the estimate for the 30-34 age group is 17.5 percent
below the VA estimate for this age group. According to the estimate from the VA demographic model,
almost two-thirds of the 25-29 cohort and one-fourth of the 30-34 cohort have separated from the armed
forces since the time of the 1980 census. Since mortality has very little effect at these ages, the VA
estimate can be assumed to be extremely accurate. Many post-Vietnam-era veterans fall into these age
groups, and the SOV I estimate of post-Vietnam-era veterans is 39.1 percent below the figure from
estimates based on the VA demographic model. The effect of mobility is particularly relevant among the
youngest age groups where geographic mobility is relatively high.

Each March the CPS measures geographic mobility with a question on residence in March of the preced-
ing year, and in many cases a year Or more could have passed between the initial CPS interview (between
April 1986 and January 1987) and the SOV Il interview (July, August, and September of 1987). According
to the March 1987 CPS, 34 percent of 25-to-29-year olds had changed residence since March 1986; rates
of moving declined with age, so that only 5 percent of persons 45 to 64 years old moved during this
period 8 Further, there is evidence that veterans are even more mobile than the total population, possibly
due to moves associated with leaving the military. Special tabulations prepared for VA from Current
Population Surveys of 1982, 1983, and 1984 show average annual mobility rates of 49.5 percent for male
veterans 20 to 24 years old and 39.4 percent for male veterans 25 to 29 years old. In the SOV III sample,
some movers could be located, but in general movers were not followed. The greater mobility of young
persons most likely affected SOV III estimates since there was no replacement of those who moved.
Mobility at these ages affects the SOV III estimate of women veterans since the VA model estimates that

females make up 9.9 percent of the veteran population under the age of 35 but only 3.6 percent of those
35 and over.
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DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

The categories appearing in tables are usually self-explanatory, but a few definitions and procedures
should be noted.

Race and Hispanic origin were ascertained of each respondent by asking (question 3a), "Would you
classify your race as: White; Black; Asian or Pacific Islander; American Indian, Aleut, Eskimo; or other?"
Hispanic origin was ascertained by asking everyone to answer yes or no to question 3b: "Are you of
Spanish origin or descent?" Persons who answered "yes" could be of any race. Many of the tables of this
report show categories for "White," "Black,” and "Hispanic;" the "White" and "Black” categories exclude
Hispanics.

Marital status in the tables refers to the date of the survey, as ascertained in question 14a: "Are you now
married, widowed, divorced, separated or have you never been married?" Question 14b asked for marital
status at the time of entering the Armed Forces.

A household, in simplest terms, refers to all persons who share a housing unit. An individual who lives
alone in a housing unit is a household-a one-person household. For this survey, the number of depen-
dents was ascertained in question 68 as the number of persons who depend on the veteran’s income for
at least half of his or her support. The number of people who live with the veteran—and their relationship
to the veteran—was the focus of question 69.

Health status and medical history were self-reported, as in questions 22 and 29. These questions rely on
~ the respondent’s ability to remember and report his or her present and past medical conditions.

Military background of the veteran included period of service, type of discharge, branch of service, dates
entered and left military service, how entered the service, where served, whether exposed to combat, and
other aspects of military service. These matters, covered in questions 4 through 13, reflect past practices.

Period of service is a major classification variable used by VA and in this report. Wartime periods are:
World War I (April 6, 1917 through November 11, 1918), World War II (September 16,1940 through July
25, 1947), the Korean Conflict (June 27, 1950 through January 31, 1955), and the Vietnam era (August 5,
1964 through May 7, 1975). Intervening dates and after the close of the Vietnam era were peacetime
periods. Many veterans served in more than one wartime period, so that tables showing period of service
show totals that may exceed the number of veterans. '

Participation in VA programs was asked in several questions. Participation in VA-provided hospital and
health care programs is covered in questions 23, 24, 27,28, and 29. Participation in vocational training
and educational programs were asked in questions 38, 39, and 40. Participation in VA home loan pro-
grams for first home and current home are asked in question 42. Participation in Veterans Group Life
Insurance is asked in 43 and 44. Benefits received from job-training programs are inquired about in
question 53, and some other benefits from other VA services and programs are asked in other questions.
All of these questions rely on the veteran’s memory and ability to connect the Department of Veterans
Affairs with services or benefits received.
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Awareness of VA programs and contact with the Department of Veterans Affairs were probed in several

ways, particularly in questions 31 through 37. Reasons for nonparticipation are also asked for in some
cases. Burial p]answerc asked in questions 44 and 45. '

D;sablhgx and compcggtmn are the focus of questions 34, 35, and 36. Eligible for compensation are
veterans disabled by injury or disease incurred or aggravated during active service in the line of duty and
discharged or separated under other than dishonorable conditions. The amount of compensation and the
VA disability rating were asked in question 35.

Pensions are the focus of question 36. Eligibility for VA pensions depends on the veteran’s income and
assets and is limited to wartime veterans discharged under other than dishonorable conditions after at
least 90 ddys of service (or less if because of a service-connected dxsablhty) and are permanently and
totally disabled for reasons not due to willful misconduct or vicious habits.

Means Test Categories relate to the "Veterans Health Care Amendments Act of 1986" (P.L. 99-272),
passed by Congress in April 1986 and effective July 1,1986. The intent of the law is to insure that veterans
with service-connected disabilities and other special groups of veterans as well as low-income veterans
are provided VA medical care and that veterans with higher incomes are provided VA medical care on
a resources-available basis. More specifically, the legislation established three categories of eligibility for
VA health care-Categories A, B, and C-and a new eligibility assessment procedure based on income for
determining the priority in which veterans without service-connected disabilities, or not considered to be
in certain exempt classifications, are eligible for VA health care services. Service-connected and exempt
wveterans do not undergo the income-based eligibility assessment.

Of the three eligibility éatcgorics, VA shall provide hospital care and may provide outpatient and nursing
home care to veferans within Category A, which includes all veterans with service-connected disabilities,
exempt veterans, or low-income veterans who do not have a service-connected disability. The legislation
defines the exempt group as those veterans who are former prisoners of war; were exposed to ionizing
radiation during atmospheric testing of nuclear devices or during the occupation of Hiroshima and Na-
gasakx were exposed to Agent Orange or other chemical defoliants; are receiving VA pensions; are
veterans of the Spanish-American War, the Mexican Border Period, or World War I; or are eligible for
Medicaid. At the time of this survey low income was defined as incomes of $15,195 or less for single
veterans and $18,234 or less for married veterans, plus $1,013 for each additional dependent regardless
_of marital status. '

In addition, VA may provide care to veterans in Category B and Category C, on a resources available
basis. Catcgoncs B and C are made up of veterans who are not in Category A. The distinction between
these two categoncs is based on income and net worth. At the time of this survey the income range for
Category B was $15,196 to $20,259 for single veterans and $18,235 to $25,325 for married veterans, plus
$1,013 for each additional dependent regardless of marital status. Veterans whose income places them
in Category A or Category B, but whose income plus net worth is greater than $40,000, are placed in
Category C, pending further review. Veterans in Category C must agree to pay any applicable de-
ductibles and resources must be available before care can be promised.



The 1987 survey was the first of the VA-S[')onsored surveys to obtain information on assets and net worth
(see questions 59 through 73 on the questionnaire, which is reprinted in its entirety in Appendix II).
Income is pre-tax income for calendar year 1986, in accordance with P.L. 99-272. Also needed for this
purpose is marital status at the end of 1986, asked in question 63. Most characteristics of veterans are as
of the survey date (July, August, and September of 1987).

OUTLINE OF THE REPORT

The chapters that follow are intended to provide a general overview of main results of the survey. The
report is descriptive in that its primary purpose is to provide an up-to-date profile of some major charac-
teristics of America’s veterans.

The report is arranged to show the military experience of veterans (Chapter 2) and a general demo-
graphic profile of veterans, emphasizing marital status and what demographers call "living arrangements”
(Chapter 3). Chapters 4 and 5 report on the health status and medical conditions of veterans and their
use of medical benefits, including reasons for nonuse. Chapter 6 assesses awareness of VA programs.
Chapter 7 examines use of compensation and pension programs. Chapter 8 focuses on other. programs
available to veterans, including educational benefits, the home loan program, and intended use of burial
benefits. Chapter 9 gives an overview of the income, assets, and debts of veterans. .

By no means does the report develop the full potential of the survey. Some important characteristics of
veterans that are not covered include labor force status and occupation; these topics can be more fully
analyzed with information from labor force surveys like the monthly Current Population Survey. The
1987 National Survey of Veterans is a resource whose value will extend far into the future for purposes
that cannot now be foreseen.

FOOTNOTES

1. 1979 National Survey of Veterans. Research Monograph No. 14. Veterans Administration, 1980. Unlike the 1987 SOV,
the 1979 survey was limited to male veterans.

2. Survey of Aging Veterans. Study No. 823006. Veterans Administration, 1983, Survey of Female Veterans. Study No
843002. Veterans Administration, 1985.

3. Figure 1-1 comes from "Memorandum for Evan H. Davey from Ann H. Daniele and Ronald M. Dopkowski,” April 17,
1989, U.S. Bureau of the Census. This memorandum presents other details about conducting the survey and processing
the results.

4. Veterans Administration, "Veteran Population, September 30, 1987, RCS 70-0561, issued December 1987,

5. Further information concerning the estimates of the veteran population can be obtained from the Rescarch Division -

(711) Statistical Policy and Research Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, D.C. 20420.
6. Booz-Allen & Hamilton, Inc., "Validation Study of the 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV III), Final Report,” June 1989, p.6.
7. Booz-Allen & Hamilton, Inc,, op. cit., p.9.

8. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Gmghical Mobility: March 1986 to March 1987, Current Popuialion Reports, Series P-20,
No. 430. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1989.
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CHAPTER 2: THE MILITARY EXPERIENCE OF VETERANS

Period of service and other aspects of military service are often critical factors in determining program
eligibility and therefore are important in assessing the current and future needs of the veteran population.
This chapter examines how the nation’s veterans living in private houscholds in the United States in 1987
differ by when they served, how they entered and separated from the military, whether they were officers
or enlisted personnel at the time of discharge, how long they served, where they served, and whether they
were exposed to combat or stationed in a war zone during their years in the military.

About 83% of the nation’s veterans included in SOV III served during at least one wartime period (Table
2-1). About 38 percent served during World War II, 20 percent during the Korean conflict, and 31
percent during the Vietnam era. Almost 17 percent of all veterans had served solely during peacetime;
about one-third of this group served after the Vietnam era.

Most veterans (64%) entered the military by enlisting, but a sizeable minority (36%) were drafted (Table
2-2). Among World War II veterans, 52 percent were drafted, compared with 33 percent of those serving
during the Korean conflict, and 24 percent of those serving during the Vietnam era.

While in the military about 5 percent spent less than one year on active duty, 37 percent served one to
two years, and 45 percent left active duty after 3 to 5 years of service. World War II veterans were more
likely than Korean conflict or Vietnam-era veterans to have served 3 to 5 years but were also more likely
to have served less than 3 years. The tour of duty for those who served during World War II was not fixed
but was for the duration of the war; those who entered near the end of the war served only a short time.
Those who enlisted during the Vietnam era generally served a fixed term of 3 to 4 years and the usual
tour of duty in Vietnam was one year. '

Among peacetime veterans, those serving in the post-Vietnam era were more likely than others to serve
at least 3 years. Only 27 percent of post-Vietnam-era veterans served less than three years, compared
with 56 percent of veterans of other peacetime periods. Again, this reflects changes in the normal term
of service in the different peacetime periods.

While in the military, most veterans (72%) served at least some portion of their active duty outside the
United States (Table 2-3), particularly among those who served during wartime periods. Only one-quar-
ter of those who served during wartime periods were stationed only in the U.S., compared with 44 percent
of those serving solely during peacetime. Although four of five veterans served during wartime, only 35
percent were exposed to combat. An additional 13 percent had been stationed in a war zone at some
point during their years of active duty. Conversely, a little over one-half of all veterans had neither been
exposed to combat nor stationed in a war zone.

World War II veterans were unique in their high probability of having been exposed to combat. Over
one-half were exposed to combat, compared with 35 percent of those who served during the Korean
conflict and 38 percent of those on active duty during the Vietnam era. A small proportion (4%) of those
serving solely during peacetime reported that they had been exposed to combat. Even in peacetime
periods, American military personnel have been engaged in combat such as in the Persian Gulf or in the
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invasion of Grenada. A relatively high proportion (10%) of veterans of peacetime other than the post-
Vietnam era reported being stationed in a war zone, possibly because some who were stationed in South
Korea after the Korean conflict officially ended still perceived themselves to have been in a war zone.

Veterans of the Korean conflict were most likely to have made the military a career (Table 2-4) because
many had served during World War II and then remained in the military. Only 5 percent of all veterans
in the 1987 survey had retired from the military with 20 or more years of service, but 17 percent of
veterans of the Korean conflict had done so. The proportion of Vietnam veterans who had made the
military a career of 20 or more years was also relatively high (12%) and may increase in the future as
those who were still on active duty in 1987 retire from the military.

Most veterans had not made the military a career. Four out of five veterans separated at the end of a
normal term of service with less than 20 years of service and an additional 5 percent were released for
medical reasons. The residual category of veterans who were released for other reasons (9%), included
a very small fraction who were separated due to marriage, pregnancy, or children. At the time of release
- from active duty, nine in ten veterans were among the enlisted ranks and only one in ten was an officer.

COHORT (PERIOD OF SERVICE) DIFFERENCES IN MILITARY EXPERIENCE

The age distribution of veterans affects the current and potential need for VA services. In 1987 the
veteran population was considerably older, on average, than the general adult population. One-half of
all veterans were 55 years old or over, compared with 30 percent of the adult population of the United
States (Table 2-5).

Age and period of service are strongly related (Table 2—6). Most veterans of World War I were in their
sixties in 1987, and almost one-half of veterans of the Korean conflict were between the ages of 55 and
59 in 1987. Over one-half of veterans who had served solely during peacetime were in their late forties
or early fifties. Veterans of the Vietnam era were concentrated in the 35-to-44 age group in 1987.

For the majority of veterans, military service lasts for an average of two or three years and is concentrated
in the young adult ages. Military experience, then, depends greatly on whether the veteran reached young
adulthood during wartime or peacetime. This affects the proportion of a cohort which serves in the
military and to some extent the duration of that service.

Consider, for example, the unique experience of the cohort of men who were in their sixties in 1987. This
10-year age group constituted 28 percent of the veteran population. Born between 1918 and 1927, they
were 13 to 22 years old at the beginning of World War II and 20 to 29 years old by the end of the war.
Virtually all were young adults at the start of the war or passed through their young adult years during
the time the United States was engaged in fighting in Europe and the Pacific. Almost three out of four
men in their sixties in 1987 were veterans, usually of World War II (Table 2-5). No other cohort had such
a high likelihood of serving on active duty in the U. S. military.
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Generalizations by age must be drawn cautiously because younger cohorts still have a relatively high
proportion in the active military. For every veteran under age 25, there were still three individuals at this
‘age on active duty in 1987 (Table 2-5). Among men in their late twenties, two out of five of the eventual
cohort of veterans were still on active duty; hence, the size of this cohort of veterans may eventually be
two-thirds larger than it was in 1987. Similarly, the number of veterans between ages 30 and 34 in 1987
may eventually be 24 percent greater because there was one person on active duty for every four who had
separated from the military. The size of the veteran population may eventually be increased by 9 percent
for those age 35 to 39, 4 percent for those age 40 to 44, and 2 percent for those 45 to 49. After age 50,
the number still on active duty adds negligibly to the eventual population of veterans.

; The characteristics of those in the Armed Forces are almost assuredly different from those who have
separated. Hence, as younger cohorts age and those still on active duty separate or retire, their military
experience may more closely appro:dmatc that of older cohorts in 1987. Some differences will remain,

‘ hqwcvéf. For example, those over the age of 60 were more likely to have been drafted into military

service than younger veterans (Table 2-7), and this difference will continue unless the United States again

becomes involved in a major war and reinstitutes the draft.

Because /the likelihood of serving during wartime varied greatly among the different age groups, there are
sizeable differences in the proportion who served outside the U.S. and who were exposed to combat or
stationed in a war zone (Table 2-8). Those in their sixties and early seventies served mostly during World
War II énd were very likely to have served outside the U. 8. (75-81%), to have been exposed to combat
(50-58%), or if not exposed to combat, stationed in a war zone (an additional 16-20%).

The experience of the cohort 35 to 44 years of age in 1987, a group who in large part served during the
Vietnam era, also is distinctive in the relatively high proportion exposed to combat (37%) or stationed in
a war zone (an additional 10%). Three-quarters of this group served outside the U.S.

No 5-year age group exactly coincides with veterans of the Korean conflict but the 55-to-59 age group
comes closest. A higher proportion (72%) of this age group served outside the United States than those
age 45 to 54 in 1987 (64 percent of whom had served outside the U.S.). A little over one-quarter of those
55 to 59 years old had been exposed to combat, and an additional 13 percent had been stationed in a war
zone but not exposed to combat. Although exposure to combat was lower for veterans in their late fifties
than among those over age 60 or those between the ages of 35 and 44, it was higher than for veterans
between the ages of 45 and 54 and under age 35.

With regard to manner of release, young veterans (under 35) were more likely than others to fall into the
residual "released for other reasons" category. A relatively high proportion of veterans over age 65
(8-10%) and very young veterans (16% of those under age 25) reported receiving a medical release.
Veterans under age 35, however, are a select group because many persons in this age range are still on
active duty. Also, to the extent that the military experience of institutionalized veterans differs from that
of noninstitutionalized veterans, the exclusion of the former group from the survey may bias to some
extent the picture of the military experience of the oldest cohorts. Institutions here include long-term
care hospitals, retirement homes, and the like.
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Those over age 65 were somewhat more likely to be officers at the time of separation than younger
individuals (Table 2-8). However, officers who began their military career during the Vietnam era are
only now beginning to retire from active duty, and as they retire, the percentagc who retire as officers
may rise somewhat for the cohort aged 35 to 44 in 1987,

GENDER DIFFERENCES IN MILITARY EXPERIENCE

Women’s participation in the civilian labor force has increased rapidly in recent decades as women have
assumed a more equal footing with men in the workplace. These types of role changes characterize
women in the military and will continue to do so as they become veterans. A question facing VA is
whether the changing role of women in the military will create new demands for VA services. Will
younger cohorts of female veterans, cohorts more likely to view military service as a career, be more in
need of VA services? Will the younger cohorts of women veterans be more willing to come to VA for
benefits for which they are entitled than was the case for older cohorts of women veterans who may have
viewed their service in the military less as a career and more as an exceptional interlude in a life otherwise
devoted to family?

The median age of female veterans was 56, only slightly higher than the median age of 54 for male
veterans in the 1987 survey (Table 2-1). However, female veterans were mote concentrated than male
veterans in two distinct age groups. In 1987, 35 percent of female veterans were in their sixties but an
additional 35 percent were under the age of 40. That is, the majority of female veterans had either served
during World War II or had left active duty relatively recently.

There were important differences in military experience of male and female veterans, some of which were
explored more fully in the Survey of Female Veterans conducted for VA by Louis Harris and Associates
in late 1984 and early 1985 (see citation at the end of Chapter 1). The length of military service was
shorter, on average for female veterans, than that for male veterans (Table 2-9). Female veterans were
much more likely to have served less than 3 years than were male veterans: 60 percent of the women in
the survey had served no more than two years as compared with 42 percent of the men.

Similar to male veterans, about eight of ten female veterans had served during wartime (T able 2-1), but
female veterans were less likely to have served outside the United States than men (Table 2-10). They
were also much less likely to have been exposed to combat or stationed in a war zone, although 6 percent
did report exposure to combat and an additional 8 percent reported being stationed in a war zone. The
comparable figures for men were 36 and 13 percent, respectively.

Another striking difference by gender is the manner in which the veteran was released from military
service. Release for reasons of marriage or children is almost exclusively a "female” manner of release:
22 percent of female veterans gave this as their manner of release from active duty compared with 1
percent of male veterans. An additional 14 percent of female veterans were released for reasons other
than normal separation, military retirement, or medical release or disability. The comparable figure for
male veterans was 7 percent.

AN
e

ﬂ.,‘w,
et e
e

B i
et s oo

-

4 Fei

R

SEEEENS

.

e T T

L)

Wik



<12-

Until the carlj 1970s female veterans were required to Jeave active duty if they became pregnant. Hence,
particularly among older female veterans, release for reasons of marriage, pregnancy, or children was
involuntary to some extent. However, the 1984 Survey of Female Veterans found that this reason was
also given by a significant minority of women who had served in the post-Vietnam period when women
were not automatically separated from active duty because of childbearing. Marriage and childbearing
have traditionally ended, or at least altered, the participation of women in the civilian labor force, and
like their civilian counterparts, women veterans were much more likely than male veterans to have had
marriage or children end their career with the military.

At the time of separation, 90 percent of male veterans were in the enlisted ranks. A higher proportion
of women than men were commissioned officers at the time of release—17 percent versus 8 percent. In
part, this reflects the fact that a relatively large proportion of female veterans, particularly those who
served during World War II, were nurses who had the rank of officer while on active duty.

RACIAL AND ETHNIC DIFFERENCES IN MILITARY EXPERIENCE

About four in five veterans served during a war period, and this was true for Black, White, and Hispanic
veterans (Table 2-1). A lower proportion of Black and Hispanic than White veterans reported having
served during World War IL Service during the Vietnam era was reported by 41 percent of Hispanic
veterans, 34 percent of Black veterans, and 31 percent of White veterans. Black veterans were more likely
than White or Hispanic veterans to have entered military service by being drafted (Table 2-9).

Regardless of race or Hispanic origin, most veterans served during wartime and so had served outside
the United States while on active duty (T able 2-10). The proportion of Hispanic veterans who had served
outside the U.S. was a little lower than for the other two groups (65 percent for Hispanic as compared
with 72 or 73 percent of White and Black veterans). This difference as well as the greater likelihood that
Hispanic veterans served during the Vietnam period may be due to the younger average age of the
Hispanic veteran population. The median age of Hispanic veterans was 49 in 1987, compared with 51 for
Black and 55 for White veterans (Table 2-1). Whereas 23 percent of White veterans were age 65 and
over, only 15 percent of Hispanic veterans and 20 percent of Black veterans were in this age range in 1987.

The likelihood of exposure to combat or being stationed in a war zonc varied little by race and Hispanic
origin (Table 2-10). Around one-half of Black, Hispanic, and White veterans had neither been stationed
in a war zone nor exposed to combat. Around one-third (31-35%) had been exposed to combat and an
additional 13-15 percent had been stationed in a war zone.

Among each of the racial and ethnic groups of veterans, the likelihood that they had served outside the
U.S., been exposed to combat, or stationed in a war zone varied greatly by period of service (Table 2-11).
Hispanic veterans who served solely during peacetime were somewhat less likely than Black or White
veterans to have served outside the United States. During World War II, Black veterans were less likely
than White veterans to have served outside the United States and, hence, to have been exposed to
combat. During the Korean conflict and the Vietnam era Black veterans were more likely than White
veterans to serve outside the US.
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As with White veterans, around four-fifths of Black and Hispanic veterans separated with less than 20
years of service at the normal end of a period of active duty (Table 2-10). Only 2 percent of Black
veterans were officers at the time of separation as compared with 10 percent of White veterans and 7
percent of Hispanic veterans,



Table 2-1: Period of Service an

1A=

d Age Distribution of Total, Male, Female,

White, Black, and Hispanic Veterans (Numbers in Thousands)

Total | Male Female White  Black Hispanic

Total Veterans 26,143 | 25,482 661 22,575 2,103 1,083
Total 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0
Total Wartime 83.3 83.4 81.2 83.8 71.9 82.3
WWII 38.2 38.0 44.7 39.2 29.0 31.4
Korea 20.4 20.6 12.7 20.3 21.0 17.9

© Vietnam _ 31.3 31.4 26.7 30.8 33.7 40.6
Total Peacetime 16.7 16.6 18.8 16.2 22.1 17.7
Post-Vietnam 5.8 5.5 16.2 5.1 12.3 8.0
Other Peacetime 10.9 11.1 2.6 11.0 9.8 9.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0
Under 25 Years 1.0 0.9 3.5 0.9 13 2.4
25 -29 Years 3.1 3.0 7.3 2.6 1.9 4.1
30 - 34 Years 5.3 5.2 10.6 5. 6.5 7.9
35 -39 Years 10.0 9.9 13.6 9.5 11.8 14.8
40 - 44 Years 11.6 11.8 5.4 11.6 11.6 13.3
45 - 49 Years 8.8 9.0 2.8 8.9 7.8 7.6
50 - 54 Years 10.2 10.3 4.1 10.0 11.5 9.8
55-59 Years 12.6 12.7 7.4 12.9 10.7 9.8
60 - 64 Years 14.9 14.8 18.5 15.2 113 15.9
65— 69 Years 12.9 12.8 16.9 13.4 105 10.2
70 - 74 Years 6.0 6.0 6.1 6.3 5.1 3.9
75 Years and Over 3.6 3.6 4.0 3.7 4.1 0.5

Note: Percentages do not add to total because of

veterans (e.g., served in World War II and Korea). Hispanic veterans may be of

any race.

multiple periods served by some wartime
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Table 2-2. Type of First Entry and Length of Military Service by Period of Service
(Numbers in Thousands) '

Total Veterans

Total
Drafted
. Enlisted
Don’t know or NA

31 years or more
Don’t know or NA

Total
26,143

100.0
35.5
63.7

0.8 |

100.0
4.7
373
45.3
6.1
0.6
2.1
29
0.3
0.7

Wartime Peacetime

Total Total Post- Other
Wartime WWI Korea Vietnam| |Peacetime  Vietnam Peacetime
21,790 9,974 57337 8,175 4,353 1,506 2,847
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
389 521 32.6 23.5 18.1 1.0 272
60.3 472 66.6 75.8 81.2 98.2 722
0.8 0.8 0.8 08 0.7 0.8 0.6
100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
4.1 52 1.3 3.4 7.9 48 9.4
37.1 36.9 34.5 31.1 38.2 22.5 46.4
4.7 463 36.8 40.9 48.6 65.1 39.9
6.4 43 73 9.7 4.2 6.6 3.0
0.7 0.4 1.3 1.0 0.1 0.1 0.1
2.5 1.8 5.7 53 0.2 0.2 0.3
35 3.7 11.1 7.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
0.3 0.7 1.3 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.8 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.8 0.7 0.8

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime velerans (e.g., served m
World War II and Korea).
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Table 2-3. Whether Served Outside the U. S., Where Served, and Whether Exposed to Combat
or Stationed in a War Zone by Period of Service (Numbers in Thousands)

Peacetime
Post- Other

Total

Total Peacetime Vietnam Peacetime;
Total Veterans 26,143
Total 100.0
Served in U.S. only 28.0
Served outside U.S. 72.0
United States and elsewhere 33.9
Europe 32.4
North Africa 5.9
Vietmam 13.4
Laos or Cambodia 3.1
Thailand 4.1
South China Sea 5.4
China, Burma, India iy )
Korea 13.0
Japan - 16.1
South Pacific 17.6
Indian Ocean 2.5
Hawaii, Midway, Other Islands 16.5
Other 11.5
Don’t know or NA
Total 100.0
Exposed to Combat 34.8
Stationed in War Zone
Not in Combat or War Zone
Don’t know or NA

responses for individuals (e.g-, served in

Note: Column percentages do not add to 100 because of multiple
Korea, United States, and Japan). Numbers do ot add to total because of multiple periods served by
some wartime veterans (€-8-» served in World War IT and Korea).
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Table 2-4. Manner of Release and Rank at Time of Separation by Period of Service

{Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total
Normal Separation at < 20 years
Military Retirement (20+ years)
Medical Release
Military Retirement — Disability
Release for Marriage, Children
Other Release
Don't Know, NA

Total
Commissioned Officer
Warrant Officer
Enlisted Ranks
Don’t Know, NA

Total

26,143

100.0
80.3
5.0
54
0.5
1.4
6.9
0.6

100.0
8.6
0.9

90.0
0.5

Wartime Peacetime

Total Total Post- Other
Wartime WWII  Korea Viemam| [Peacetime Vietnam Peacetime

21,790 9,975 5,337 8,175 4,353 1,506 2,847

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

79.9 713 73.0 T74.8 823 75.2 86.1

6.0 5.9 16.7 12.3 02 0.2 0.2

55 7.6 3.2 4.4 4.8 6.5 3.8

0.6 0.7 1.0 0.8 0.1 0.0 0.1

1.3 1.8 1.0 0.8 1.6 2.1 1.3

6.1 6.1 4.1 6.4 10.8 15.5 8.4

0.7 0.6 1.0 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.2
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 |

9.1 11.8 10.9 9.6 5.9 33 1.2

0.9 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.6 0.9 0.5

89.4 86.4 87.3 89.2 93.1 95.3 91.9

0.6 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.5 - 0.4

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g., served in

World War II and Korea).
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Table 2-5. Age Distribution of Veterans, Armed Forces Population, and Total
U. S. Population (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans
Total 20 Years and Over
20-24 Years
25-29 Years
30-34 Years
35-39 Years
4044 Years
45-49 Years
50-54 Years
. 55-59 Years
6064 Years
65-69 Years
70-74 Years
75 Years and Over

Total Male Veterans

Total 20 Years and Over
20-24 Years
25-29 Years
30-34 Years
35-39 Years
4044 Years
4549 Years
50-54 Years
55-59 Years
6064 Years
6569 Years
T70-74 Years
75 Years and Over

Armed Total Vets/Pop  (VetstAF) AF/(AF+

Veterans Forces  Population *100 fPop*100  Vets)*100
26,143 2,066 - 173,020 15.1 16.3 73
100.0 100.0 100.0 15.1 16.3 73
1.0 38.8 11.6 1.3 5.3 75.3
3.1 . 25.8 12.8 3.7 6.1 39.7
5.3 15.9 12.4 6.5 8.0 19.1
10.0 11.5 10.9 13.9 15.1 8.3
11.6 5.8 9.0 19.5 203 3.8
8.8 1.7 7.1 18.7 19.0 15
10.2 0.4 6.3 243 24.4 0.3
12.6 0.0 6.4 29.5 29.5 0.0
14.9 0.0 6.3 35.7 e 0.0
12.9 0.0 5.7 34.1 34.1 0.0
6.0 0.0 4.5 20.2 20.2 0.0
3.6 0.0 7.0 1.1 7.7 0.0
25,482 1,857 £2,713 30.8% 33.1% 6.8%
100.0 100.0 100.0 30.8 33.1 6.8
0.9 385 12.2 2.4 9.5 749
3.0 25.2 13.4 6.8 11.1 38.1
5.2 15.8 13.0 12.3 15.0 18.2
9.9 11.9 113 27.0 29.4 8.1
1.8 6.2 9.3 392 40.7 3.7
9.0 1.9 1.3 38.0 38.6 1.5
10.3 0.4 6.4 49.8 49.9 03
12.7 0.1 6.4 61.0 61.1 0.0
14.8 0.0 6.1 74.3 743 0.0
12.8 0.0 5.4 72.6 72.6 0.0
6.0 0.0 4.0 46.0 46.0 0.0
3.6 0.0 5.2 21.3 21.3 0.0

Note: Estimates for the total and Armed Forces population are derived from tables 1 and 3 of
U.S. Bureau of the Census, *United States Population Estimates by Age, Sex, and Race:
1980 to 1987, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, NO. 1022 (Issued March, 1988).
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Table 2-6. Age by Period of Service (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

;I'otal

Under 25 Years

25-29
30-34
35-39
40 - 44
45- 49
50-54
55-59
60 - 64
.65-69
70-74

- 75 Years and Over

Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years
Years

Total
26,143

100.0
1.0
3.1
53

10.0
11.6
8.8
10.2
12.6
14.9
12.9
6.0
3.6

Wartime

Peacetime

Total Total Post-  Other
Wartime WWII Korea Vietnam Peacetime Vietnam Peacetime
21,790 9,975 5,337 8,175 4,353 1,506 2,847
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 17.5 0.0
0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 18.1 525 0.0
4.6 0.0 0.0 12.2 9.0 26.1 0.0
11.7 0.0 0.0 31.3 1.2 3.4 0.0
12.9 0.0 0.0 34.4 52 0.3 7.8
4.5 0.0 0.7 11.6 30.6 0.2 46.7
8.0 0.0 30.9 33 210 . 0.0 32.1
14.1 6.1 483 3.1 5.1 0.0 7.8
17.6  36.7 9.8 2.0 1.5 0.0 2.3
15.5 335 6.3 1.3 0.3 0.0 0.4
7.1 154 2.4 0.5 0.8 0.1 1.1
4.1 8.2 1.7 0.1 1.1 0.0 1.7

Note; Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g.,
served in World War II and Korea). ‘




Table 2-7. Type of First Entry and Len
(Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total
Drafted
Enlisted
Don’t know or NA

Total
Less than 1 Year
1 -2 Years
3 -5 Years
6 - 10 Years
11- 15 Years
16— 20 Years
21 - 30 Years
31 years or more
Don't know or NA

Total
26,143

100.0
35.5
63.7

0.8

100.0
4.7
373
453
6.1
0.6
21
2.9
03
0.6

9=

gth of Military Service by Age

<5 25-34 3544 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+
263 2,200 5,648 4970 3,283 3,890 3377 1,572 941
100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0
0.0 2.6 27.0 26.2 35.1 52.6 509 S59.4 569
99.5 96.2 723 73.1 63.7 46.9 43.0 400 429
0.5 1.2 0.7 0.7 1.2 0.5 1.1 0.6 0.2
100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
5.2 5.7 3.9 4.6 2.8 4.1 5.8 52 123
39.6 3.9 36.6 37.6 51.2 52.9 21.8 256 330
54.5 59.0 46.7 42.5 32.4 33.6 59.4 513 403
0.0 10.2 9.6 5.1 4.6 33 5.9 43 24
0.7 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.7 03 0.6 0.2 0.2
0.0 0.0 1.5 4.1 23 2.0 2.0 0.9 23
0.0 0.0 0.9 4.4 4.9 3.1 3.4 4.8 3.7
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 05 08 3.1
0.0 0.5 0.2 0.9 1.0 0.5 0.7 1.0 2.8




Total
Total Veterans 26,143
Total 100.0

Served in U.S. oaly 27.9

i Served outside U.S. 72.0
; Don’t know or NA 0.1
Total 100.0

Exposed 1o Combat 34.8

Stationed in War Zone 13.2

Not in Combat or War Zone 50.6

Don’t know or NA 1.4
Total 100.0

Normal Separation at < 20 years 80.3

Military Retirement (20+ years) 5.0

Medical Release 5.4
- Military Retiremeat — Disability 05

Release for Marriage, Children 13

Other Release 6.9

Don't know or NA 0.6
Total 100.0

Commissioned Officer 8.6

Warrant Officer 0.9

Enlisted Ranks 90:0

Don't know or NA 0.5

Table 2-8. Whether Served Outside the U.S.
Manner of Release, and Rank at Time of Separation by Age

o

, Exposed to Combat or Stationed in a War Zone,
(Numbers in Thousands)

<25 25-34 3544 4554 55-539 6064 65-69 70-74 75+
263 2,200 5,648 4970 3,283 3,80 33717 1,572 %41
1000 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0
44.6 44.1 24.5 36.3 28.2 18.7 19.8 4.8 343
554 55.6 75.3 63.7 71.8 813 80.2 752 657
0.0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0
100.0 1000 100.0 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
1.2 1.0 373 17.2 26.3 49.9 58.0 514 435
2.0 7.0 9.8 11.4 13.4 19.9 16.4 165 159
94.7 84.6 51.2 69.9 583 29.6 24.8 30.5 402
20 1.5 1.9 1.5 2.2 0.6 0.9 1.7 0.5
100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 1000  100.0 1000 100.0 100.0
65.0 76.0 85.4 82.4 82.7 81.5 75.4 73.6 68.7
0.0 0.0 1.9 82 7.0 4.5 6.2 5.9 8.4
15.9 59 4.4 2.7 2.5 63 8.1 10.1 102
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.4 1.0 0.5

. 2.8 1.7 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.1 22 32 1.7
16.2 153 6.6 5.0 52 55 6.6 56 101
0.0 0.9 0.4 0.4 1.3 0.4 1.1 0.6 0.5
100.0 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
0.4 20 6.6 1.1 71 6.7 15.6 17.6 158
0.0 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.8 0.8 1.2 1.9 0.4
9.6 . 910 92.2 91.2 91.4 91.9 823 799 83.6
0.0 0.4 0.3 Q.5 0.8 0.6 0.9 0.6 0.2
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Table 2-9. Type of First Entry and Length of Military Service by Sex, Race, and
Hispanic Origin (Numbers in Thousands)

Total
Total Veterans 26,143 | 25,482

Total , 100.0
Drafted 355
Enlisted 63.7
Don’t know or NA 0.8

Total 100.0
Less than 1 Year 4.7
1 - 2 Years 373
3 - 5 Years 45.3
6 - 10 Years 6.1
11 - 15 Years 0.6
16 - 20 Years 2.1
21 - 30 Years 2.9
31 years or more 03

Don't know or NA 0.7

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race.
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Table 2-10. Whether Served OQutside the U.S., Exposed to Combat or Stationed
in a War Zone, Manner of Release, and Rank at Time of Separation
by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin (Numbers in Thousands)

Total | Male Female| [ White Black Hispanic
Total Veterans 26,143 | 25,482 661 22,575 2,103 1,083 I8
Total 100.0 | 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0
Served in U.S. only 279| 268 723 277 212 344
Served outside U.S. 720 731 2717 B3 1.8 65.2
Don't know or NA 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.4 4
i
Total 100.0 | 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0
Exposed to Combat 34.8| 35.6 6.1 354 30.6 33.6 i)
Stationed in War Zone 132 134 7.7 13.0  14.9 14.3 i
Not in Combat or War Zone 50.6 49.7 84.7 50.2 53.5 51.1 [
Don’t know or NA 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.0 1.1 i
Total | 100.0 | 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0 - 100.0 it
Normal Separation at < 20 years 80.3 80.9 55.8 80.5 79.9 77.0
Military Retirement (20+ years) 5.0 5.1 2.0 5.0 54 . 4.0 ;
Medical Release 5.4 5.4 6.0 5.2 6.4 9.8 :
Military Retirement - Disability 0.5 0.5 02 0.4 0.6 0.7 ; i
Release for Marriage, Children 1.3 0.8 22.2 1.4 0.7 0.8 ‘
Other Release 6.9 6.7 13.5 1.0 5.1 1.3 :
Don’t know or NA 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.5 1.9 0.4 o
Total 100.0 | 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0 4
Commissioned Officer 8.6 8.4 17.2 9.3 1.8 6.5 (
Warrant Officer 0.9 0.9 0.0 09 03 0.6
Enlisted Ranks 9.0| 9.2 8.5 . 893 972 92.6 o
Don’t know or NA 05 06 04 0.5 07 0.4

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race
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Table 2-11. Whether Served Outside the U.S.,

(Numbers in Thousands)
Total
Total White Veterans 22,575
Total 100.0
Served in U.S. ooly 21.7
Served outside U.S. 723
Don’t know or NA 0.1
Total 100.0
Exposed to Combat 354
Stationed in War Zone 13.0
Not in Combat or War Zone 50.2
Don’t kmow or NA 1.4
Total Black Veterans 2,103
Total 100.0
Served in U.S. only 212
Served outside U.S. 72.8
Don't know or NA 0.0
Total 100.0
Exposed to Combat 30.6
Stationed in War Zone 14.9
Not in Combat or War Zone 535
Don’t know or NA 1.0

.

Exposed to Combat or Stationed in a War Zone by
Period of Service Among White, Black, and Hispanic Veterans

Wartime Peacetime
Total Total Post- Other
Wartime WWII Korea Vietnam Peacetime  Vietnam Peacetime
18,948 8,915 4,603 6,866 3,628 1,131 2,496
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
24.6 20.1 24.2 25.9 43.7 42.6 442
75.3 £0.1 75.7 74.1 56.2 57.4 . 557
0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1060.0
41.5 52.8 34.4 38.0 4.1 3.0 4.5
14.1 18.0 12.8 10.0 7.3 2.3 9.5
43.2 283 513 50.8 86.4 93.0 83.3
1.2 0.9 1.5 1.2 2.4 1.7 2.7
1,638 613 442 705 465 257 208
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
n9 21.9 16.9 184 42.4 324 54.9
Ti.1 72.1 £3.1 81.6 57.6 67.6 45.1
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
38.9 43.7 40.2 40.2 1.5 0.7 2.4
16.8 21.4 17.5 12.2 83 10.6 55
43.1 34.6 39.5 46.7 90.2 88.6 9.2
1.2 0.2 2.1 1.0 0.0 0.0 Oﬂ
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Table 2-11 (continued). Whether Served Outside the U.S., Exposed to Combat or
Stationed in a War Zone by Period of Service Among White,
Black, and Hispanic Veterans (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Hispanic Veterans

Total
Served in U.S. only
Served outside U.S.
Don’t know or NA

Total
Exposed to Combat
Stationed in War Zone
Not in Combat or War Zone
Daon’t know or NA

Total

1,083

100.0
34.4
65.2

0.4

100.0
33.6
14.3
51.1

14

Wartime Peacetime

Total Total Post- Other
Wartime WWII Korea Vietnam Peacetime  Vietnam Peacetime
891 340 194 440 192 86 106
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
29.7 285 25.1 27.0 56.2 52.6 50.1
70.3 71.5 74.9 1730 41.4 420 40.9
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5 54 - 00
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
40.3 49.1 429 43.2 2.7 3.7 1.9
14.6 14.3 12.0 132 13.1 7.2 17.8
44.4 36.0 44.1 43.1 82.1 843 80.3
0.7 0.6 1.0 0.5 2.1 4.7 0.0

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g., served in
World War Il and Korea). Hispanic veterans may be of any race.

R
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CHAPTER 3: A DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF VETERANS

The marital and family status of veterans may affect their economic status and even psychological well-
being. On the one hand, married persons tend to be of higher socioeconomic status than the never-mar-
ried (at least in the general population), and the more connected a veteran is to a nuclear family, the more
potential caregivers he ‘or she has access to when in need; such family ties may reduce the need for some
types of care that might otherwise be provided in institutional settings. On the other hand, having many
dependents may strain a veteran’s resources and could expand the number of persons who may have a
claim on VA services. This chapter examines the marital status, number of dependents, and household
living arrangements of veterans, paying special attention to comparing the family situation of veterans
with a service-connected disability and veterans in general. '

Almost four in five veterans were married at the time of the 1987 survey (Table 3-1). Female veterans
were much less likely to be married than male veterans. Only 56 percent of women compared with 80
percent of men were married at the survey date. Although in the general adult population in the United
States a higher proportion of men than women are married, the gender difference was not as dramatic
as among the veteran population. Among the general population 20 years old and over, 66 percent of
men and 59 percent of women were married and living with their spouse in March of 1987.

In the adult population of the United States, women are less likely than men to have never married, but
the opposite was true among veterans. Almost one in five female veterans had never married compared
with around one in twenty male veterans.

Comparisons between the veteran population and the general US. population are strongly affected by
the fact that on average veterans are older than the general population. The sample of female veterans
was too small to allow detailed tabulations of marital status by age, but the marital status of male veter-

ans, when disaggregated by age, closely resembled that of the total male population of the United States
in 1987.

White and Hispanic veterans were more likely to be married than Black veterans (Table 3-2). All of the
race-origin groups of veterans were more likely to be married than the comparable race-origin group in '
the total population but, again, this difference largely reflects the fact that veterans were older than the
general population.

DEPENDENTS OF VETERANS

In the 1987 survey veterans were asked how many persons depended on the veteran’s income for at least
one-half of their financial support. Over 20 percent of the veteran population had no other person
dependent on them (Table 3-3). Over three-quarters of the veteran population had at least one other
person dependent upon them for support: 38 percent reported one dependent, 16 percent two, 14 percent
three, and 9 percent four or more dependents.
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The number of dependents varied greatly according to the veteran’s age. The very youngest veterans
were most likely to report no dependents. Veterans between the ages of 35 and 44—the ages during which
adults are most likely to be raising a family-were most likely to report that two or more persons were
dependent on them. After age 55 the majority of veterans reported one dependent, most often the
veteran’s spouse. With each older age group, the proportion having no dependents increased. For
example, among veterans age 35 to 44, only 14 percent reported no dependents but this increased to 40
percent for veterans age 75 and over.

Male veterans were much more likely than female veterans to report that other persons were dependent
upon them for support. Four in five men as compared with two in five women reported one or more
dependents. Black veterans were somewhat less likely than White or Hispanic veterans to report that
other persons relied on them for at least one-half of their support. One-third of Black veterans had no
other dependents as compared with about one-fifth of White and Hispanic veterans.

HOUSEHOLD LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF VETERANS

Veterans were also asked whether or not they lived with a spouse, children under age 18, children over
age 18, parents, other relatives, and other nonrelatives. This information presents a much more complete
picture of the composition of veterans’ households than just knowing number of dependents that veterans
have. Three-quarters of all veterans reported that they were living with their spouse (Table 3-4). A
relatively large proportion of veterans reported that children were living in their households: 31 percent
had minor children and 17 percent had adult children living with them. Much smaller fractions lived with

parents (3%), other relatives (5%), or nonrelatives (3%). About 12 percent of veterans lived alone in
1987.

Female veterans were much less iikely than male veterans to be living with a spouse or children. Women
were almost twice as likely as men to be living alone—23 percent as compared with 12 percent. Hispanic

veterans were more likely to have minor children in the household than Black or White veterans. Among

Hispanics, 44 percent had children under 18 in the household compared with 32 percent of Black and 30
percent of White veterans. Some of the differences no doubt reflect age differences among the sub-
groups.

The composition of a veteran’s household changes predictably with age. The small number of veterans
under age 25 were very likely to be living with parents (34%) and/or other relatives (35%). The majority
of veterans between the ages of 25 and 44 were married and living with minor children. Among veterans
age 45 to 54, the vast majority were living with a spouse (79%), a sizeable minority still had minor children
in the household (38%), and an increasing proportion had adult children living with them (32%). A
sizeable minority of veterans in their late fifties and early sixties still had adult children living with them
(21 percent among those age 55 to 64). Among the oldest veterans, those age 75 and over, the proportion
living alone had climbed to 27 percent as the proportion living with a surviving spouse declined.

!
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MARITAL STATUS AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF VETERANS
WITH A SERVICE-CONNECTED MEDICAL CONDITION OR DISABILITY

Veterans with a service-connected medical condition or disability may be more likely to need medical
services, whether from the Department of Veterans Affairs or other sources, and it is important to
describe their family situation and note whether their living arrangements differ significantly from the
total veteran population. Family circumstances determine to a large extent the financial resources of an
individual, and resources affect choice of medical care and use of entitlements.

About 8 percent of veterans reported a service-connected medical condition or disability in the 1987
survey. The marital status distribution of veterans with a service-connected disability was similar to that
of the total veteran population (Table 3-2). The vast majority of veterans that had a service-connected
disability were married and living with a spouse (74%) (Table 3-4). Veterans with a service-connected
disability were less likely to be living with minor children than were veterans in general. About 15 percent
reported that they lived alone.

When asked about the number of persons dependent on them, veterans with a service-connected disabil-
ity were less likely to report more than one dependent than veterans in general (Table 3-3). Again, this
is related to differences in the age structure of the two groups, with veterans with a service-connected
disability less likely to be in their childrearing years than veterans in general. About one-fourth of
veterans with a service-connected disability reported no dependents other than themselves.
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Table 3-1. Current Marital Status by Age and Sex for the Veteran Popuiation
and the Total U. S. Population, Age 20 Years and Over in 1987
(Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Under 25 Years

25 -34 Years

35 -44 Years

45 - 54 Years

55 -64 Years
65-74 Years

75 Years and Over

Total Population

Under 25 Years

25 - 34 Years

35-44 Years

45 - 54 Years

55 - 64 Years

65 - 74 Years

75 Years and Over

Total

26,143
263
2,200
5,648
4,970
1,173
4,949
941

168,500
19,358
42,635
33,632
23,018
21,883
17,232
10,743

Never Divorced/ Don’t know
Total Married Married Scparated Widowed or NA

100.0 6.4 79.1 10.7 3.7 0.1
100.0 68.2 28.6 3.2 0.0 0.0
100.0 20.2 64.0 15.8 0.0 0.0
100.0 6.1 77.9 15.3 0.5 0.2
100.0 4.1 81.4 13.6 0.8 0.1
100.0 3.7 85.7 7.8 2.8 0.0
100.0 38 80.4 6.4 9.4 0.1
100.0 5.0 66.5 4.0 24.5 0.0
100.0 18.8 61.8 11.6 7.9 0.0
100.0 69.1 26.0 4.8 0.1 0.0
100.0 273 60.1 12.3 0.3 0.0
100.0 8.7 73.1 17.2 1.0 0.0
100.0 5.2 76.3 15.0 3.6 0.0
100.0 4.9 73.8 11.1 10.2 0.0
100.0 4.7 63.7 7.1 24.5 0.0
100.0 5.7 8.5 4.9 51.0 0.0
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Table 3-1 (continued). Current Marital Status by Age and Sex for the Veteran Population
and the Total U. S. Population, Age 20 Years and Over
in 1987 (Numbers in Thousands)

r Never Divorced/ Don't know
Total Total Maried Married Separated Widowed  or NA
Total Male Veterans 25,482 100.0 61 197 10.6 35 0.1
Under 25 Years 240 100.0 723 25.0 2.7 0.0 0.0
25 - 34 Years 2,082 1000 201 641 159 0.0 0.0
35 - 44 Years 5,522 100.0 58  78.6 148 0.6 02
45 - 54 Years 4,923 100.0 39 818 135 0.8 0.1
55 - 64 Years 7,002 100.0 3.6 860 %8 2.6 0.0
65 - 74 Years 4,197 100.0 3.1 814 6.6 9.0 0.1
75 Years and Over 915 100.0 46  68.1 40 3.4 0.0
Total Male Population 80,176 1000 21 6.1 9.1 2.6 0.0
Under 25 Years 9,499 1000 717 199 25 0.1 0.0
2534 Years 21,142 1000 328  58.1 9.1 0.1 0.0
35 - 44 Years 16,530 1000 100 758 139 0.3 0.0
45 - 54 Years 11,151 100.0 59 816 114 1.2 0.0
55 - 64 Years 10,277 100.0 58 821 9.3 29 0.0
65— 74 Years 7,608 100.0 47 804 6.0 9.0 0.0
75 Years and Over 3,970 100.0 43 618 42 236 0.0
Total Female Veterans 661 1000 187 563 144 106 0.0
Total Female Population 88,327 1000 157 587 130 126 0.0

Note: Marital status of the noninstitutionalized population of the United States in 1987 is takea
from table 1 of the U. S. Bureau of the Census, "Marital Status and Living Arrangements,
March 1987," Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 423. (Issued April 1988)
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Table 3-2. Current Marital Status by Race and Hispanic Origin of Veterans and it
the Total U. S. Population, Age 20 and Over, by Period of Service, | i iy
and Presence of a Service-Connected Disability el
(Numbers in Thousands)

|
Never Divorced/ Don’t know }
Total Total Marricd Married Scparated Widowed  or NA ’T:I i
Total Veterans 26,143 | 1000 64 791 107 3.7 0.1
Race/Origin of Veterans i
White 2,575 | 100.0 58 806 9.7 3.8 0.1 )
Black 2,103 1000 119 643 200 3.6 0.2 i |
Hispanic Origin 1,083 | 100.0 68 758 160 1.4 0.0 1] i
{idt
Lty
Race/Origin of Total Population
White 145333 1000 171 643 107 7.9 0.0
Black 18,201 | 1000 305 414 193 8.8 0.0
Hispanic Origin 11,446 1000 226 570 159 45 0.0 i
[
Period of Service | i
Total Wartime 21,790 | 100.0 4.7 80.8  10.1 43 0.1 i
WWII 9,975 | 100.0 3.7 813 7.0 8.0 0.0
Korea 5337| 100.0 3.7 8.1 9.7 23 0.0 B
Vietnam 8,175 | 100.0 64 785 140 09 0.2 i
Total Peacetime 4353| 1000 146 707  13.8 0.9 0.0 |
Post Vietnam 1,506 | 1000 354 533 114 0.0 0.0 §
Other Peacetime 2,847 | 100.0 3.6 79.9 15.2 1.4 0.0 i
Veterans with SC Disability 2003| 1000 54 758 120 64 0.4 \

. Note: Marital status of the noninstitutionalized population of the United States in 1987 is taken from

table 1 of the U. S. Bureau of the Census, "Marital Status and Living Arrangements, March 1987,
Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 423. (Tssued April 1988). Hispanic velerans may be of
any race. Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans.
(e.g., served in World War IT and Korea).

e e e N —



Table 3-3. Number of Dependents of Veterans by Age, Sex, Race and
Period of Service, and Presence of a Service Connected Disability

(Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Age

Under 25 Years
25 -24 Years

35 - 44 Years

45 - 54 Years

55 - 64 Years

65 - T4 Years

75 Years and Over

Sex
Male
Female

Race/Origin
White
Black
Hisoani

Period of Service

Total Wartime
wWwI
Korea
Vietnam

Total Peacetime
Post Vietnam
Other Peacetime

Veterans with SC Disability

-32-

Hispanic Origin,

sdf 1 2 3 4orMore
Total Total Only Other  Others  Others  Others
26,143 100.0 22.2 38.5 16.0 14.0 9.4
263 100.0 66.8 154 73 - 6.9 3.5
2,200 100.0 27.8 14.4 222 22.0 13.7
5,648 100.0 13.9 113 19.6 31.2 24.0
4,970 100.0 18.6 29.4 21.8 18.8 11.3
1,173 100.0 21.1 54.8 16.2 53 2.5
4,949 100.0 28.5 63.8 5.8 1.4 0.6
941 100.0 39.7 56.0 2.6 0.5 1.2
25,482 100.0 21.1 38.9 16.2 14.3 95
661 100.0 61.2 23.2 1.3 34 4.3
22,575 100.0 21.3 40.7 15.9 13.5 8.7
2,103 100.0 32.5 25.8 13.6 134 14.7
1,083 100.0 20.9 26.0 21.9 19.7 11.5
21,790 100.0 21.1 41.5 14.8 13.6 9.1
9,975 100.0 26.7 60.9 9.1 23 1.0
5,337 100.0 19.6 50.3 18.2 1.9 4.2
8,175 100.0 14.9 16.1 19.4 29.1 20.4
4,353 100.0 21.7 23.7 220 15.7 10.9
1,506 100.0 39.8 18.6 19.7 12.2 9.7
2,847 100.0 21.2 26.4 233 17.6 11.4
2,103 100.0 26.0 45.2 133 8.5 7.0

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e. g.,

served in World War I and Kores). Hispanic veterans may be of any race.
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Table 3—4. Who Veterans Live With by Age, Sex, Race, Hispanic Origin, Period of Service, and

Presence of a Service-Connected Disability (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Age

Under 25 Years
25-34 Years
35-44 Years

45 - 54 Years

55 - 64 Years

65 - 74 Years

75 Years and Qver

Sex
Male
Female

Race/Origin
White
Black
Hispanic

Period of Service

Total Wartime
WWI
Korea
Vietnam

Total Peacetime
Post Vietnam
Other Peacetime

Veterans with SC Disability

Total

26,143 |

2,200
5,648
4,970
7,173
4,949

941

25,482
661

2,575
2,103
1,083

21,790
9,975
5,337
8,175
4,353
1,506
2,847

2,103

Children Doa't
Under Ape 18 Other Non-  Sclf Inow

Total Spouse 18  orover Parcat  Relative Relative Only  or NA|
100.0 76.5 30.8 16.9 33 4.7 31 119 12
100.0 28.6 22.8 1.3 344 351 13.7 83 0.0
1000 63.0 555 2.1 9.5 6.5 82 151 0.4
1000 743 702 13.0 33 2.7 4.0 109 1.5
100.0 78.8 37.8 32.0 3.6 5.1 2.8 103 0.9
100.0 83.0 109 21.1 2.1 43 22 89 14
1000 779 2.7 9.4 0.7 4.9 1.4 149 1.2
100.0 654 1.0 6.0 0.3 53 1.7 265 0.8
1000 77.1 309 17.2 33 4.8 3.0 11.6 1.8
100.0 545 254 52 3.3 35 7.3 22.7 1.0
100.0 78.1 29.8 16.8 2.8 39 29 114 1.2
1000 60.7 324 15.6 6.8 11.3 53 19.1 i3
1000 734 439 195 4.5 9.0 4.9 9.6 0.7
1000 78.0 294 15.7 2.3 4.1 2.7 117 1.4
1000 79.1 4.6 13.0 15 4.9 1.6 13.5 1.3
1000 824 174 23.6 1.5 3.9 22 9.6 1.5
100.0 754 634 142 3.5 3.1 43 105 1.1
1000 68.9 37.7 22.6 8.4 7.9 52 127 0.5
100.0 52.6 41.9 25 171 13.8 9.0 14.8 0.6
100.0 775 354 33.2 3.8 48 33 11.6 0.5
100.0 743 194 15.7 2.1 5.4 43 152 1.0

]

Note: Percentages do not 2dd to tots] because of multiple responses for individuals (e

spouse, children under age 18, and children age 18 and over)

.g., lives with




I

CHAPTER 4: HEALTH STATUS AND MEDICAL CONDITIONS

Information on the general health and well-being of the veteran population is important to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs because many veterans arc entitled to VA medical care and compensation.
Although assessments of general health and reports of medical conditions do not translate directly into
current and future demand for VA health benefits and services, the overall physical and psychological
well-being of the veteran population certainly influences the resources that may ultimately be committed
to medical care of an aging veteran population.

The 1987 Survey of Veterans asked respondents to evaluate their overall health relative to others of the
same age and to indicate the nature of any current medical conditions or disabilities. Those who indi-
cated a disability were queried as to the different types of compensation they were receiving because of
that disability. This chapter presents an overview of veterans’ general health and disability status.

OVERALL HEALTH STATUS

Veterans in the survey were asked, "Compared to people your age, would you say that your health is
excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?" The majority of veterans (80%) rated their health as good to
excellent (Table 4-1). Only 8 percent stated that their health was poor and 12 percent rated their health
as fair relative to others of the same age.

Health status is very clearly related to age. Almost 79 percent of those under 25 and around two-thirds
of those between the ages of 25 and 44 rated their health as excellent or very good. This figure declined
to around 40 percent for those in their late sixties and early seventies and to a little less than one-third
for those over age 75.

Female veterans were somewhat more likely than male veterans to report excellent health: 37 percent of
the women in the survey versus 27 percent of the men said their health was excellent. Hispanic veterans
were more likely to say that their health was excellent than White or Black veterans. At the other end of
the spectrum, the percent of Black veterans who reported that their health was only fair or poor (30%)
was higher than the fraction for White (19%) or Hispanic (20%) veterans. Reported differences in healtt
status by sex, race, and Hispanic origin can be influenced by age differences among the subgroups o

veterans. For example, Hispanic veterans were younger, On average, than other veterans in 1987, and thi

may in part explain the relatively high proportion who reported excellent health.

The general health of the veteran population did not vary much by marital status except that widowe
veterans were more likely than the other groups to report poor or fair health and less likely to repo!
excellent health. Age is probably an important factor because the widowed group is much older.

As discussed in Chapter 1 the "Veterans Health Care Amendments Act of 1986" (P. L. 99-272) estal
lished a means test to insure that VA medical care would be provided to veterans with a service-co
nected disability, certain special groups of veterans, and low income veterans. These veterans are i
cluded in Category A of the means test. The special groups of veterans consist of Vietnam-era vetera



=35~

who served in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, or the South China Sea (because of possible exposure
to Agent Orange), all veterans of World War I or before, those who were POWs, those who were exposed
to radiation during World War II or the atmospheric testing that followed the war, and VA pensioners.

Category A veterans were more likely to report their health to be poor than were Category B or Category
C veterans. However, even among Category A veterans who at some point following their release from
active duty applied for, were examined, and subsequently were notified by the VA of eligibility for pay-
ment for a service-connected disability or medical condition, 57 percent assessed their current health as
good to excellent. The remaining 43 percent were almost equally divided among those who rated their
health as fair and those who said they were in poor health.

Category A and B veterans were much less likely to report excellent health than Category C veterans who
had higher incomes (21-23 percent for Category A and B veterans compared with 33 percent of Category
C veterans). Given the differences in income, age, and disability status among these groups, these differ-
ences were in the expected direction. The majority of each group rated their health as good to excellent.
This ranged from a low of 57 among those with a service-connected disability to a high of 89 percent
among Category C veterans. l

DISABILITIES AND HEALTH CONDITIONS

Veterans were asked if they had a disability and/or health condition that kept them from working or
limited their activity in any way. Almost 30 percent of veterans indicated that they had some type of
disability and/or health condition (Table 4-2). For 13 percent of all veterans, the condition was severe

~ enough that they reported that they could not work at all because of their disability, An additional 12

percent said that their disability prevented them from doing some work around the house or elsewhere
or limited their choice of occupation or the amount of work they could do. The remaining 5 percent
reported no work limitation but said they had a condition that limited other activity in some way.

World War II veterans, many in their sixties and seventies in 1987, were most likely to report a disability
and/or health condition, whereas veterans of the post-Vietnam period, the youngest group of veterans,
were least likely to have a health condition that limited work or other activity. Although 44 percent of
World War II veterans had a health condition or disability, only 11 percent of veterans of the post-Viet-
nam period had such a condition. The other groups of veterans were intermediate with about three in
ten veterans of the Korean conflict and a little over one in five veterans of the Vietnam era and of
peacetime periods prior to Vietnam reporting any limitation due to a health condition and/or disability.

In addition to being asked about any health conditions and/or disabilities that limited work and other
activity, veterans were asked about the nature of their disability. Heart conditions were mentioned by 28
percent of veterans who reported a health condition and/or disability. Back problems were noted by 20
percent of veterans; 16 percent suffered from arthritis, 15 percent complained of lack of use of toes, foot,
or leg; and 14 percent suffered from respiratory conditions. Nine percent reported a hearing impairment
or deafness, and 8 percent complained of lack of use of fingers, hand, or arm. About 5 percent of veterans
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reported psychological conditions. A small percentage of veterans were missing a limb (2%) or suffered
from paralysis (2%). Around one-third of veterans said they suffered from "other" unspecified condi-
tions.

HEALTH CONDITIONS AND COMPENSATION

In addition to ascertaining whether or not a veteran currently had a health condition and/or disability
that limited activity in any way, veterans who said they had such a health condition were asked whether
they were receiving service-connected compensation or military disability retirement for that condition.
Additionally, veterans were asked if they received any other financial assistance, such as Social Security
Disability Insurance, because of their health condition and/or disability.

Age and period of service were strongly related to the likelihood that a veteran reported a health condi-
tion and/or disability (Table 4-3). Whereas 59 percent of those over age 75 had a condition which limited
activity, only 10 percent of those under age 25 reported a disability. Veterans under age 25 were most
likely to report compensation for their disability but, again, the sample size of medically-disabled veterans
in this young age group was extremely small. Veterans of the Vietnam era with a health condition and/or
disability were somewhat more likely than other medically-disabled veterans to report that they were
receiving service-connected compensation or military disability retirement because of their disability.
They were somewhat less likely than other medically-disabled wartime and post-Vietnam peacetime
veterans to be receiving other types of financial assistance.

More male (30%) than female (23%) veterans indicated that they had a health condition and/or disabil-
ity but a similar proportion of men and women (around 21-22 percent) with a disability indicated that
they were being compensated through service-connected compensation or military disability retirement
payments. Women were less likely than men to report other financial assistance (8% versus 18%). Keep
in mind that the sample of disabled female veterans is small and estimates are subject to relatively large
sampling errors.

Hispanic veterans, a group somewhat younger than Black and White veterans, were the least likely to
report a disability (22% versus 33% for Blacks and 30% for Whites). However, among those with a
health condition and/or disability, Hispanic veterans were somewhat more likely than Black veterans and
significantly more likely than White veterans to report service-connected compensation or military dis-
ability retirement income. Black veterans with a health condition and/or disability were much more
likely than White or Hispanic medically-disabled veterans to repart other financial assistance (such as
Social Security Disability Insurance, Worker’s Compensation, VA pension, and so forth) because of their
disability (29 percent for Blacks versus 17 percent for White and Hispanic veterans).

Veterans included in Category A of the means test were the most likely (42%) to report a health condi-
tion and/or disability in 1987. Among veterans who had ever applied for, been examined, and been
notified by VA of eligibility for payment for a service-connected disability or medical condition, 73 per-
cent reported that their disability limited activity at the time of the 1987 survey. Almost four-fifths of
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these veterans considered were receiving service-connected compensation or military disability retire-
ment and 19 percent reported receiving other types of assistance. Among nonservice-connected, low
income Category A veterans, 37 percent reported a health condition and/or disability that limited activity
during the 12 months preceding the survey compared with 28 percent of Catégory B and 20 percent of
Category C veterans. Thirty-one percent of Category A veterans in the nonservice-connected exempt
subgroup reported a health condition and/or disability.
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Table 4-1. Health Status of Veterans by Age, Sex, Race, Hispanic Origin, Marital
Status, Period of Service, and Means Test (Numbers in Thousands)

Don't
Very know
Total Total Excellent Good Good Fair Poor or NA
Total Veterans 26,143 | 100 275 274 251 117 79 04
Age

Under 25 Years 263 | 1000 500 286 9.6 70 4.8 0.0

25-44 Years 7,848 | 1000 324 342 226 73 2.8 0.2

45-64 Years 12,142 | 1000 282 26.7 25.7 11.1 19 0.4

65-74 Years 4949 | 1000 194 205 287 174 135 05

75 Years and Over 941| 1000 146 176 237 239 196 0.6

Sex
Male 25,482 | 100.0 273 27.5 25.1 11.8 8.0 0.3
Female 661 | 100.0 365 25.8 26.4 8.6 217 0.0
Race/QOrigin

White 22,575 100.0 21.5 279 25.6 11.2 1.6 0.2

Black 2403| 1000 236 248 213 175 125 0.3

Hispanic 1083| 1000 351 233 209 135 638 0.4

Marital Status

Never Married 1660| 1000 301 251 279 113 55 0.0

Married 20,681 1000 273 280 253 115 76 0.3

Divorced/separated 28| 1000 306 253 26 122 84 0.9

Widowed o66| 1000 134 263 231 174 147 0.0

Period of Service
Total Wartime 21790| 1000 261 268 256 126 &7 0.2

World War I 9975| 1000 202 24 213 165 133 0.3

Korea 5337| 1000 269 267 266 115 8l 0.2

Vietnam g175| 1000 320 319 235 83 38 0.5

Total Peacetime 4353 1000 349 306 227 76 36 0.6
Post-Vietnam 1,506| 1000 383 363 181 44 2.8 0.1
Other 2847| 1000 331 276 252 92 4.0 0.9

Means Test _

Category A 10,876 | 1000 214 234 243 159 140 0.5
SC Disability 2,03 1000 121 180 265 223 208 0.4
Noa-SC Exempt 4002| w00 270 268 236 123 97 05
Non-SC Low Income 4771} 1000 208 29 250 161 146 05

Category B 1615 1000 229 267 20 156 57 0.0

Category C 12,053| 1000 334 313 242 80 3.0 0.1

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Numbers do not add to total because of multiple
periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g., served in World War I and Korea).
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Table 4-2. Health Condition and/or Disability by Period of Service and Nature Health
Condition and/or Disability Among Veterans Reporting a Health Condition
and/or Disability (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total
No reported Disability

Disability or Health Condition

Can't work at all

Some work or occupational
Limitati

No work limitation but
some activity limitation

Total Reporting Health Condition

and/or Disability

Total
Visual Impairments
Deafness
Missing Limb
Lack use of finger, hand, arm
Lack usc of toes, foot, leg
Lack use of back
Paralysis
Arthritis
Heart Condition
Respiratory Conditions
Psychological Coanditions
Other
Don't Know or NA

Total
26,143

100.0
702
29.8
12.6

12.2

5.0

7,749

100.0
1.2
8.6
17
17

14.9
20.1
24
16.0
27.8
13.9
4.8
4.8
0.2

Wartime Peacetime

Total Total Post- Other
Wartime WWIIL Korca  Vietnam Peacctime Vietnam Peacetime
21,790 9975 5,337 8,175 4,353 1,506 2,847
100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
67.9 563 6.8 %3 81.9 28.6 78.4
32.1 437 302 20.7 18.1 114 21.6
14.1 235 115 5.1 4.9 1.7 6.6
127 13.9 13.0 1L8 9.7 73 109
5.3 6.3 5.7 3.8 3.5 24 4.1
6,961 4334 1,612 1,688 788 172 616
100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
73 8.9 49 42 6.2 0.0 1.9
8.9 82 8.6 9.8 57 2.6 6.6
1.8 1.9 22 04 0.7 25 0.2
7.1 7.0 6.3 9.7 7.9 9.1 7.6
15.0 14.5 13.5 154 14.4 17.6 135
19.8 15.5 19.3 28.8 7.1 202 24.0
2.6 a1 1.9 24 1.0° 0.0 L3
16.5 19.9 17.1 10.1 11.5 62 13.0
29.8 373 343 109 9.9 3.0 119
14.2 16.9 13.7 9.2 10.9 118 10.7
4.5 33 33 7.3 7.4 13.0 59
45 36.3 335 32.8 38.1 26.0 415
0.2 03 0.1 02 0.2 0.0 02

Note: Percentages sdd to more than 100 because of multiple responses, (e.g., ;espiratoty conditions and heart condtions)
Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans, )
(e.g., served in World War II and Korea).
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Table 4-3. Health Condition and/or Disability Which Limits Activity and Whether Receiving
Compensation by Age, Sex, Race, Hispanic Origin, Marital Status, Period of Service,
and Means Test Among Medically Disabled Veterans {Numbers in Thousands)

| -

With Health Condition ‘ Receiving Compensation
and/or Disability for Disability
SC Compensation
Perceatage of or Military Other
Number | Total Veteraas Disability Compeasation
Total Veterans 7,749 29.6 22.2 17.8
Age
Under 25 Years 27 10.3 29.3 46.7
25 - 44 Years 1,409 18.0 23.7 13.3
45 — 64 Years 3,440 28.3 23.1 23.8
65 — 74 Years 2,314 46.8 20.1 14.3
75 Years and Over 559 59.4 219 6.4
Sex
Male 7,600 29.8 22.3 18.0
Female 149 22.5 21.4 8.1
Race/QOrigin
White 6,715 29.7 21.1 16.7
Black 701 33.3 28.6 : 293
Hispanic 239 | - 2.1 33.6 16.8
Marital Status
Never Married 385 23.1 24.6 26.8
Married 6,086 29.4 19.8 15.7
Divorced/separated 195 28.4 334 29.4
Widowed 475 | 492 33.4 18.6
Period of Service
Total Wartime 6,961 31.9 22.8 18.4
World War II 4,334 43.4 22.1 18.1
Korea 1,612 30.2 25.0 2.0
Vietnam 1,688 20.6 303 14.2
Total Peacetime ' 788 18.1 17.6 13.6
Post-Vietnam 1712 11.4 24.8 203
Other 616 21.6 15.6 11.8
Means Test
Category A 4,566 42.0 34.1 2
SC Disability 1,538 73.1 79.1 19.1
Non-SC Exempt 1,256 314 13.9 212
Noa-SC Low Income 1,772 37.1 9.3 21.0
Category B 446 21.6 3.7 21.7
Category C 2,433 l 20.2 5.1 wQ

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Numbers Jo not add to total because of multiple
periods served by some wartime velerans (e.g., served in World War II and Korea).
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CHAPTER 5: HEALTH INSURANCE AND USE OF MEDICAL BENEFITS

Providing medical services to veterans is a critical mission of the Department of Veterans Affairs. The
potential demand for medical services is expanding because the veteran population is much older than
the U.S. population as a whole and many veterans are already at relatively advanced ages. For these
reasons the Department of Veterans Affairs must begin to plan early for demands that may be placed
upon it by the aging process, and its actions may guide other public agencies and private organizations.
The actual demands placed on the Department of Veterans Affairs for medical services depend on the
alternative sources of medical care available to veterans and the institution of a means test in 1986 to
establish categories under which medical benefits must or may be provided. The provisions of the means
test and the categories it established for eligibility for VA-sponsored medical care are identified in Chap-
ter 1.

The present chapter examines how many veterans have health insurance and the sources of their health
insurance. The number and characteristics of veterans who have used VA medical benefits are examined,
distinguishing between those who did so in the 12 months preceding the survey and other users. The
result is identification of veterans who are most dependent on the Department of Veterans Affairs for
medical care. Reasons for not using VA medical facilities are also examined.

HOW MANY VETERANS HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE?

The vast majority of veterans are covered by some form of health insurance (Table 5-1). Nearly 87
percent of the total veteran population is covered, and high rates of coverage characterize most major
groups of veterans. '

Coverage rates may be slightly lower than average among younger veterans, but even among veterans
under 35 years old coverage rates are 64 percent or higher. Beyond age 35 coverage rates are 80 percent
or higher. Coverage rates are similar for male and female veterans but may be slightly higher for White
than for Black veterans (88 percent versus 77 percent). Coverage is almost universal among veterans with
1986 incomes of $20,000 or more; of this group, at least 95 percent had some form of health insurance.
Among veterans with under $10,000 in income in 1986, about 64 percent had health insurance.

Most veterans who have health insurance get it as a benefit provided by their employer (Table 5-2). Of
veterans with health insurance, about 58 percent are covered through their employer. Another 18 percent
get health insurance as a retirement benefit, a product of previous employment.

The source of health insurance coverage varies considerably by sex and age. Nearly 59 percent of male
veterans who have health insurance get it through their employer, compared with 36 percent of female
veterans. Female veterans are somewhat more likely than male veterans to get health insurance through
a family member’s policy; about 13 percent of male veterans but 30 percent of female veterans who have
health insurance obtain coverage through another family member’s policy. Younger veterans who have
coverage get it primarily through their employer or through a family member’s policy. Veterans who
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were 65 years old or over at the time of the survey and have health insurance obtained coverage primarily
through retirement benefits or an insurance company.

HOW MANY VETERANS USE VA HOSPITALS?

Just as most veterans are oov;re.d by health insurance, most vetcrans have relied on sources of medical
care other than that provided at VA medical centers. About 21 percent of veterans have ever used a VA
hospital (Table 5-3). Only 1.8 percent of veterans in the sample reported having used a VA hospital in
 the 12 months preceding the survey.

Male and female veterans are very similar in the proportion who have used a VA hospital. Black veterans
appear to be somewhat more likely than White veterans to have used a VA hospital; about 39 percent of
* Blacks and 19 percent of Whites have ever used a VA hospital.

Use of VA hospitals is associated with self-reported health status. The survey asked veterans: "Com-
pared to people your age, would you say that your health is excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?”
There appears to be a negative association between self-reported health status and use of VA hospitals.
About 88 percent of veterans who <aid that their health was excellent had never used a VA hospital,
compared with 45 percent of those who said that their health was poor.

Veterans with a service-connected disability were likely to have used a VA hospital (Table 5-3). About
two-thirds had at some time done so, and nearly 5 percent had done so in the 12 months preceding the
survey. The other groups of veterans in Category A of the means test were somewhat less likely to have

. ever used a VA hospital (under P.L. 99-272 VA must provide hospital care to veterans in Category A).
Other veterans in Category A are former prisoners of war, veterans exposed to ionizing radiation from
nuclear devices or exposed to defoliants like Agent Orange, receive VA pensions, or meet certain other
criteria (discussed in Chapter 1); about 24 percent of this group had ever used a VA hospital. The third
group of veterans in Category A are those with low incomes, and they too had lower rates of use than
veterans with a service-connected disability; close to 28 percent of the low-income group had ever used
a VA hospital. '

Even lower rates of use characterized veterans in the other two means-test categories. In these two
categories VA may provide care on a resources-available basis. Veterans in Category B are those with
incomes above the low-income level specified by law and have net worth of less than $40,000; nearly 17
percent of veterans in this category had ever used a VA hospital. The final group, veterans in Category
C, may be provided care only if resources are available and must agree to pay any applicable deductibles;
* about 11 percent of this group had ever used a VA hospital, and very few had done so in the preceding
12 months.

- Having health insurance coverage reduces use of VA hospitals (Table 5-3). Among veterans with no
health insurance, nearly 44 percent had used a VA hospital, 7.6 percent in the last year. Only one percent
of veterans with health insurance coverage reported use of a VA medical facility in the last year.

Income appears to be inversely related to use of VA hospitals (Table 5-3). About 37 percent of veterans
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with annual personal income under $10,000 had ever used a VA hospital, compared with enly about 12
percent of those with income of $40,000 or more. The association between income and use of VA
hospitals can be affected by many other variables. High income may be associated with having health
insurance and thus alternatives to VA care. Also, many low-income veterans are elderly and have retired
from the labor force. This means that low-income veterans may go to VA for medical care not simply
because they have low income, but because they are also elderly and may have other reasons for depend-
ing upon or preferring VA medical treatment.

Since there tends to be a strong positive association between educational attainment and income, it is not
surprising that veterans with relatively low levels of educational attainment are more likely than highly-
educated veterans to have used VA hospitals (Table 5-3). About 31 percent of veterans who had less than
a high school education had ever used a VA hospital, compared with 15 percent of veterans who were
college graduates. As with income, this association can be affected by many mtcrvcnmg variables such
as age, for older persons tend to have completed fewer years of school than today’s’ young adults, In
evaluating use of benefits, it is useful to consider educational level because persons with high levels of
education are often more aware of the benefits available to them, and for this reason may have high rates
of program participation. -

REASONS FOR NOT USING VA MEDICAL FACILITIES

Knowing how many-and which-veterans usec VA medical facilities is important for understanding the
degree and the nature of dependence of veterans upon the Department of Veterans Affairs for medical
care and treatment. Extrapolated into the future, such information can be a useful gauge of the demands
that could be placed on VA medical facilities as the veteran population ages. ;

Knowing why veterans do not use VA medical facilities is necessary in order to l.mdcrstand the extcnt of
unmet need. Such information can also identify veterans whose nonuse of VA medical facilities arises
simply out of preference or availability of alternative sources of medical treatment. An mdmdual can

have several reasons for not using VA medical facilities, and all reasons mentioned were recorded by the
survey.

The most common reason given for not using a VA medical facility was simply the prcsence of onc s own
personal physician. Nearly 43 percent of all veterans who had never used a VA mcdlca] facxhty gave this
reason (Table 5-4). About 32 percent mentioned that they did not use VA health care because they had
adequate health insurance. Some veterans, of course, gave both answers. Almost 18 perccut of veterans
who had not used VA medical facilities said that they did not Know if they were chglble and almost as
many said they had never needed medical care or had never been sick.

Reasons for nonuse were similar for male and female veterans (Table 5-4). For both sexes, the use ofa
personal physician was the most commonly mentloncd reason for not using VA medical care. Thc next
most commonly mentioned reason for nonuse for both sexes was having adequate health insurance.
Reasons for nonuse varied by age (Table 5-5). Never needing medical care and uncertainties about
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eligibility were mentioned frequently by veterans under 35 years old. The use of a personal physician
instead of VA medical treatment and having health insurance coverage were mentioned less frequently
than average among younger veterans. About 32 percent of veterans 25 to 34 years old cited use of a
personal physician as a reason for not going to VA for medical treatment, whereas this reason was cited
by close to 50 percent of veterans who were 65 years old or over.

A sizeable minority of veterans over age 65 cited coverage by Medicaid or Medicare as a reason for not
using VA care. These programs were cited by 15 percent of veterans at ages 65 to 69, 28 percent of
veterans 70 to 74 years old, and 21 percent of veterans 75 years old or over.

Having adequate health insurance is not linearly associated with age. The likelihood of citing this reason
for nonuse of VA medical facilities appears to rise to a maximum of 41 percent among veterans 60-64
years old and then falls off to about 20 percent of those at age 75 and over (Table 5-5). This relationship
could be affected by many intervening variables. Many older veterans may have worked for employers
who did not provide health plans as part of employment, and these veterans may have to rely on VA or
Medicare or Medicaid in their old age.

Uncertainty about eligibility for VA medical treatment tends to decline with age. Among veterans under
25 years old, about 25 percent mentioned this reason, but only 11 or 12 percent of veterans 65 or older
mentioned it.

Just under 9 percent of veterans said that they did not use a VA medical facility because the nearest one
was too far away. This reason can include inability to drive oneself and can probably include other
transportation problems that affect how distance is perceived.

. White veterans may be somewhat more likely than Black veterans to use their own physician rather than
go to a VA medical facility (Table 5-6). About 44 percent of White veterans use their own physician
instead of VA medical facilities, compared with 34 percent of Black veterans. White veterans may also
be somewhat more likely to be covered by their own health insurance (34 percent of White and 22 percent
of Black veterans).

For all of the means-test categories, the modal reasons for not using VA medical facilities were the use
of a personal physician and adequate health insurance (Table 5-7). About 47 percent of veterans with a
service-connected disability reported use of their own physician as a reason for not using VA facilities.
Low-income veterans in Category A were somewhat less likely to have their own physician (36 percent
reported this as a reason for not using a VA facility). Uncertainty of eligibility was not strongly associated
with the categories established by the means test.

Self-reported health status again seems to be in accord with use. In this case, veterans who said that their
health was excellent in comparison to others of the same age were most likely to say that they never used
VA medical facilities because they had never needed medical care. About 22 percent of veterans who
rated their health as "excellent” gave this reason; almost none of the veterans who described their health
status as poor gave this reason (Table 5-8).
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Veterans with relatively high incomes were especially likely to use their own physicians (Table 5-9).
Using their own physician instead of a VA medical facility was mentioned by one-half of veterans with
annual personal income of $40,000 or more. Veterans with lower income were somewhat less likely to
cite use of their own physician instead of using a VA medical facility, but at every income level, use of a

personal physician appears to be the most common reason given for not having relied on VA for medical
treatment.
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Table 5-1. Extent of Health Insurance Coverage Among Veterans
(Numbers in Thousands)

% % Not
Total | Covered Covered
Total Veterans 26,143 86.6 12.7
Sex
Male 25,482 86.6 12.7
Female 661 84.5 15.5
Age
Under 25 Years 263 64.0 36.1
25 -34 Years 2,200 76.6 23.0
35 -44 Years 5,648 88.6 11.1
45-54 Years 4,970 88.8 10.6
55-59 Years 3,283 88.6 9.8
60 - 64 Years 3,890 89.9 95
65 - 69 Years 3,377 85.0 14.4
70 - 74 Years : 1,572 84.5 14.0
75 Years and Over 941 80.4 189
Race/QOrigin
White 22,575 8.7 11.7
Black z 2,103 765 22.3
Hispanic - 1,083 82.5 17.1
Means Test .
Category A - 10,076 76.1 23.1
SC Disability 2,103 79.1 20.8
"Non-SC Exempt 4,002 80.3 19.2
Non-SC Low Income 4,771 71.1 27.1
Category B 1,615 89.1 10.8
Category C 12,053 96.0 3.9




Table 5-2. Source of Health Insurance Among Veterans

Total Veterans

Sex
Male
Female

Age
Undez 25 Years
25-3 Years
35-44 Years
45 -54 Years
§5-59 Years
60 - 64 Years
65-69 Years
70 -74 Years
75 Years and Over

Race/Origin
White
Black
Hispanic

Means Test
Category A
SC Disabilitics
Noa-SC Exempt

Noo-SC Low Income

Category B
Category C

Total
Covered

22,635

2,077
558

169
1,686
5,005
4,413
2910
3,498
2,871
1,38

756

19,790
1,608
894

8,272
1,664
3,215
3,393
1,438
11,565
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{(Numbers in Thousands)
% Covered by
Family
Retircraent Other  Insurance Member's
Employer Benclit Uaion Group Company Insurance

8.1 18.3 53 73 154 13.0
58.6 18.3 53 7.1 T 154 12.6
357 178 24 15.6 15.3 0.1
4.2 0.0 2.8 28 24 373
7.9 2.7 4.2 2.0 1.4 17.2
80.3 43 5.1 2.3 8.1 15.6
4.2 8.8 5.5 4.5 10.4 13.4
65.5 17.2 6.1 4.9 11.9 14.2
46.1 30.8 5.8 14 15.1 13.1
23.2 407 4.6 16.6 8.2 85
12.4 36.6 59 19.9 M1 5.1

72 35.2 3.6 21.1 46.3 6.1
57.1 18.2 5.0 7.8 15.9 13.2
624 23.0 5.8 35 122 10.6
65.1 12.8 15 34 13.0 104
48.0 21.1 4.1 9.1 18.1 12.5
46.7 299 37 122 18.0 129
66.3 163 4.2 43 12.1 14.0
379 233 43 12.0 233 10.9
55.9 20.5 7.6 15 1.7 12.1
63.1 16.5 59 6.1 13.8 13.6
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Table 5-3. Use of Veterans Administration Hospitals by Selected Groups of Veterans

i s s B

(Numbers in Thousands)
- % Who Have % Who Have Used % Who Have Used
Never Used a VA Hospital but a VA Hospital
Total VA Hospital Not in Past Year in Last Year
Total Veterans 26,143 78.8% 19.2% 1.8%
Sex
Male 25,482 78.7 19.2 1.8
Female 661 80.3 19.4 0.3
Age
Under 25 Years 263 £9.0 6.2 4.8
25 -34 Years 2,200 18.4 21.1 03
35-44 Years 5,648 81.4 17.5 0.9
45 — 54 Years 4,970 85.7 12.7 1.3
55-59 Years 3,283 77.1 20.8 1.7
60 - 64 Years 3,8%0 75.9 21.7 23
65 - 69 Years 3,377 73.0 24.4 2.3
70 - 74 Years 1,572 75.4 20.6 39
7S Years and Over 941 68.4 26.7 49
Race/Origin
White 22,575 80.5 17.8 1.5
Black 2,103 60.2 34.1 5.1
Hispanic 1,083 76.0 22.5 1.3
Means Test
Category A 10,876 65.5 30.2 3.7
SC Disability 2,103 32.8 62.4 4.8
Non-SC Exempt 4,002 75.8 2151 2.9
Non-SC Low Income 4,111 71.4 23.6 39
Category B 1,615 83.0 15.5 1.4
Category C 12,053 88.8 1.0 0.1 J




-52-

Table 5-4. Reasons For Not Using A Veterans Administration Health
Care Facility, By Sex, Among Those Who Had Never
Used A VA Facility (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans Not Using

Reason for not Using a VA Facility

Never Needed Medical Care
Never been Sick

Used own Physician

Sent Elsewhere by Doctor
Preferred Treatment Elsewhere
Have Adequate Health Insurance
Used Medicaid/Medicare

VA Didn’t Offer Needed Care
Poor VA Quality of Care

Not Eligible for VA Care
Didn’t Know was Eligible

VA Inadequate for Women
Lack of Privacy
Accident/Emergency Admission

Entitled to Military DOD Medical Care

VA Refused Care

Treated Elsewhere at VA Expense
Live too Far from a VA Facility
Too Long Wait/Red Tape

Other

Total Male Female
20,593 20,063 531
13.4 13.5 8.1
6.0 6.1 1.8
42.6 42.4 49.7
6.7 6.8 4.9
9.5 9.4 13.4
32.4 32.5 31.1
4.6 4.6 55
0.8 0.8 1.5
3.8 3.9 2.1
5.2 5.1 1.3
17.9 18.0 13.2
0.2 0.0 - 1.5
0.4 0.4 1.1
2.3 23 0.7
2.5 23 923
1.3 1.3 0.4
0.1 0.1 0.0
8.5 8.4 10.3
4.7 4.7 53
3.9 3.9 4.4

Note: Percentages add to more than 1 00 because som

one reason.

e veterans gave more than




Table 5-6. Reasons For Not Using A Veterans Administration Health Care
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Facility, By Race and Hispanic Origin, Among Those

Who Had Never Used a VA Facility (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans Not Using

Reason for not Using a VA Facility

Never Needed Medical Care
Never been Sick
Used own Physician
Sent Elsewhere by Doctor
Preferred Treatment Elsewhere
Have Adequate Health Insurance
Used Medicaid/Medicare
VA Didn't Offer Needed Care
Poor VA Quality of Care
Not Eligible for VA Care
Didn’t Know was Eligible
VA Inadequate for Women
- Lack of Privacy
' Accident/Emergency Admission
‘Entitled to Military DOD Medical Care
VA Refused Care
“Treated Elsewhere at VA Expense
‘Live too Far from a VA Facility
Too Long Wait/Red Tape
Other

Total
20,593

13.4
6.0
42.6
6.7
9.5
32.4
4.6
0.8
3.8
5.2
17.9
0.2
0.4
2.3
2.5
1.3
0.1
8.5
4.7
3.9

White Black Hispanic

18,180 1,266 823
13.1 15.8 14.6
5.8 8.4 83
43.7 33.9 34.2
6.7 8.1 59
9.6 923 9.9
33.6 22.4 27.8
4.8 4.7 2.9
0.7 2.1 1.6
3.9 4.0 2.8
53 4.8 4.6
17.8 14.0 21.4
0.2 0.0 1.0
0.4 0.5 0.0
23 1.9 1.5
25 1.7 2.9
1.3 1.3 1.3
0.1 0.0 0.0
8.6 6.7 5.1
4.4 8.8 59
3.9 2.6 1.5

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Percentages add to more than 100

because some veterans gave more than one reason.
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Table 5-8. Reasons For Not Using A Veterans Administration Health Care Facility,

By General Health Status Of Veterans Amon

g Those Who Had

Never Used A VA Facility (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans Not Using

Reason for not Using a VA Facility

Never Needed Medical Care
Never been Sick

Used own Physician

Sent Elsewhere by Doctor
Preferred Treatment Elsewhere
‘Have Adequate Health Insurance
Used Medicaid/Medicare

VA Didn't Offer Needed Care
Poor VA Quality of Care

Not Eligible for VA Care
Didn't Know was Eligible

VA Inadequate for Women
Lack of Privacy
Accident/Emergency Admission
Entitled to Military DOD Medical Care
VA Refused Care

Treated Elsewhere at VA Expense
Live too Far from 2 VA Facility

Too Long Wait/Red Tape

Other

Total
20,593

13.4
6.0
42.6
6.7
9.5
324
4.6
0.8
3.8
5.2
17.9
0.2
0.4
23
2:5
1.3
0.1
8.5
4.7
39

Excelleat Very Good

Good Fair Poor

6,342 6,089 5,209 1,989 926
215 12.8 103 3.1 0.2
10.3 55 4.5 0.8 0.0
37.9 43.6 459 44.4 465
43 6.6 8.0 8.1 14.4
£.6 8.6 10.8 10.1 13.8
30.5 34.9 328 30.4 32.0
2.3 3.0 53 9.1 18.1
0.7 0.5 1.0 1.6 1.6
3.1 3.0 39 6.9 6.3
4.6 4.4 5.6 7.3 7.2
15.0 19.2 18.8 18.8 20.8°
0.4 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.0
0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.0
1.9 23 23 29 3.2
2.1 2.0 23 3.8 2.0
0.6 0.7 1.0 3.4 6.0
0.1 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.1
3.9 7.8 10.9 12.9 22.0
3.0 4.5 5.0 6.5 12.1
2.7 29 43 73 9.5

Note: Percentages add to more than 1 00 because some veterans gave more than one reason.
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Table 5-10. Reasons For Not Using A Veterans Administration Health Care Facility,
By Level of Education Among Those Who Had Never Used A VA Facility

3
:
(Numbers in Thousands) i
Less Than High School ~ High School
High - Graduate, Graduate, College
Total School No College  Some College Graduate
Total Veterans Not Using 20,593 3,366 7,745 4,620 4,370
Reason for not Using a VA Facility
Never Needed Medical Care 13.4 12.7 16.0 12.4 10.3 !
Never been Sick 6.0 4.6 7.1 5.8 5.5 {
Used own Physician 42.6 40.0 39.1 423 50.2
Sent Elsewhere by Doctor 6.7 6.8 6.0 5.5 9.2
Preferred Treatment Elsewhere 9.5 8.0 6.8 10.8 13.7
Have Adequate Health Insurance 32.4 26.5 30.1 34.4 39.3
Used Medicaid/Medicare 4.6 7.8 3.9 5.1 3.0
VA Didn't Offer Needed Care 0.8 0.5 0.6 1.1 1.2
Poor VA Quality of Care 3.8 2.8 2.8 5.5 45
Not Eligible for VA Care 52 4.7 4.5 5.6 56
Didn’t Know was Eligible 17.9 14.7 16.2 18.1 22.7
VA Inadequate for Women 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.1
Lack of Privacy 0.4 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.6
Accident/Emergency Admission 23 1.8 2.6 2.3 2.2
Entitled to Military DOD Medical Care 2.5 0.7 2.0 34 3.8
VA Refused Care 1.3 2.7 1.2 1.1 0.5
Treated Elsewhere at VA Expense 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.1
Live too Far from a VA Facility 8.5 9.8 8.9 8.3 7.0
Too Long Wait/Red Tape 4.7 4.6 4.9 59 33 ]
Other 3.9 49 4.5 3.0 32 1
Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because some veterans gave more than one reason. l
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CHAPTER 6: AWARENESS OF PROGRAMS FOR VETERANS

Veterans need to know about VA programs that they may be eligible for, and to plan for future levels of
use, the Department of Veterans Affairs must have information on the extent to which veterans know
about its programs and services. Knowledge of how awareness varies by age, period of service, and
income can help to identify which groups of veterans are most aware and therefore may be most likely to
use programs and benefits.

Veterans in the 1987 survey were asked whether they had heard of various programs, how they had heard
about the programs, whether they had ever had contact with VA after leaving active duty, the nature of
their first contact, and whether VA had ever sent them any information about programs and benefits.
This chapter focuses on the general level of awareness of VA programs and how it varies among various
segments of the veteran population. Veterans’ awareness of two specific program areas—the Disability
Compensation Program for veterans with a service-connected disability and the Nonservice-Connected
Pension Program-was also assessed in the questionnaire; veterans’ familiarity with these two programs
is covered in the next chapter.

AWARENESS OF VA PROGRAMS

The survey identified a number of programs or services for veterans and respondents were asked to
indicate all they had heard of. Almost all veterans (95%) were aware of at least one of the programs
(Table 6-1). Three programs were known to more than 70 perceat of the veteran population: educational
assistance available under the G.I. Bill; hospital care for veterans with service-connected disabilities; and
the VA home loan guaranty program.

Three additional programs were known to a majority of veterans: the program of financial compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabilities; life insurance; and VA’s program of vocational rehabili-
tation for veterans with service-connected disabilities (Chapter 31 Program). Almost one-half (49%) of
veterans had also heard of the availability of outpatient care at VA facilities.

A sizeable minority of veterans (41%) had heard of the program of hospital care of veterans with low
incomes but this program, based on financial need, was much less well-known than that for veterans with
a service-connected disability. Only 21 percent were aware of the existence of a pension program for
low-income veterans.

In general, there was a higher level of awareness of VA programs among veterans of wartime than of
peacetime. There were exceptions to this, such as the high level of awareness of the life insurance
program among veterans of the post-Vietnam peacetime period, 62% of whom had heard of the program.
The exceptions may reflect variations in when programs were initiated as well as variation in the different
age structure, and attendant life-cycle needs, of the various subgroups.

The programs about which Vietnam-era veterans showed a heightened level of awareness suggest that,
in addition to differences in the military experience of subgroups of veterans, variations in age and life
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find out about VA programs. A relatively high percentage of all age groups reported television as a
source of information.

CONTACT WITH VA SINCE LEAVING MILITARY SERVICE

Veterans were asked whether they had had any contact with VA since they got out of the service, what
the first contact was about, and whether they had ever received any information from VA explaining
programs and benefits (Table 6-7). Around 65 percent of veterans reported that they had been in contact
with VA and 26 percent recalled receiving information about programs and benefits from VA.

" The highest level of contact was reported by Vietnam-era veterans. Almost three-quarters had some
contact with VA and 37 percent reported that they had received information from VA. In general,
wartime veterans reported higher levels of contact than veterans of peacetime periods, although a rela-
tively high proportion (34%) of post-Vietnam peacetime veterans said they had received information
about programs and benefits from VA.

The most common first contact with VA after separation from the military was about education benefits.
Among all veterans, 38 percent caid this was the nature of their first contact with VA. The next two most
common subjects of first contact with VA were home loans (27%) or medical benefits (24%). Among
World War II veterans, medical benefits were actually the most common reason given (36%) for first
contact with VA.

The likelihood that a veteran had contact with VA or recalled receiving information about programs and
benefits from VA did not vary greatly by the income level of the veteran, whereas the nature of the first
contact did vary by income level (Table 6-9). Education benefits were the topic of first contact for 49
percent of veterans with personal income of $40,000 or more compared with only 23 percent of veterans
with income below $10,000. Reciprocally, medical benefits were much more often the subject of first
contact among low-income than high-income veterans. Since age and income are related, some of this

“measured relationship between income and type of first contact may reflect age differences. However, it
is not possible to disentangle cause and effect. Veterans may have had low income, in part, because they
had medical conditions that impeded their ability to earn a living. Conversely, low income may have
exacerbated health problems which in turn led veterans to seck assistance wherever they could find
affordable care, in this case VA.
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Table 6-1. Awareness of VA Programs by Period of Service (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total

Hospital care for veterans with
SC disabilities

Hospital care for veterans with
low incomes :

Money to help veterans complete
their education under the GI Bill

Vocational rehabilitation training
for veterans with SC disabilities

Grants for housing/autos for
veterans with SC disabilities

Financial compensation for veterans
with SC disabilities

Pensions for low-income veterans

Nursing home care for veterans
aged 65 and over

Dental care in VA facilities

Life insurance

Home Loan Guaranty

Vocational counseling

Treatment for veterans with
drinking problems

Treatment for veterans with
drug problems

Readjustment counseling

Psychological counseling other
than readjustment counseling

Domiciliary care in VA facilities

Outpatient care at VA facilities

Haven't heard of any

Don't Know or NA

Total
26,143

100.0
76.4
41.1
81.7
53.2
41.0

59.3
21.3

371
34.6
56.9
71.6
34.7

40.4
40.3
33.2

2713
27.3
48.6
35
1.6

Wartime ~ Peacetime

Total : Total Post~- " Other
Wartime WWI Korea Vietnam Peacetime Vietnam Peacetime
21,790 9,975 5,337 = 8,175 4353 1,506 2,847
100.0 - 100.0 100.0  100.0 1000  100.0°  100.0
774 199 T4 158 7.6 663 744
435 501 465 365) 292 258 309
822 774 821 887 792 772 803
541 542 564  56.6 485 4.3 50.4
423 476 463 386 347 36.4 338
60.7 626 61.6 60.4 523 411 550
29 208 23.6 16.8 13.7 10.17 15.6
379 396 411 372 333 323 33.8
354 367 360 @ 360 - 30.6 359 278
S71.6  59.0 585  56.8 533 620 487
7.9 610 708 803 702 73.0 68.7
358 337 379 41.8 29.1 30.7 28.1
409 408 421 438 37.6 395 366
409 396 418 451 374 382 311
33.8 313 333 406 . 303 2.1 319
2.8 213 388 31 ‘U8 29 258
282 307 309 270 27 18.5 24.9
499 506 544 502 41.8 382 o 437
33 45 3.0 1.8 4.4 3.0 5.1
1.6 18 24 0.9 1.2 0.9 1.4

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veferans (e.g., served

in World War Il and Korea). Percentages add to more than 100 because veterans were asked to indicate

all programs they had heard of.
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Table 6-2. Awareness of VA Programs by Age (Numbers in thousands)

Total <25 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 6569 70-74 75]
Total Veterans 26,143 | 263 2,200 5,648 4,970 3,283 3,800 3377 1,572 947
Total 1000 | 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0
Hospital care for veterans with
SC disabilities 76.4| 615 69.1 756 745 188 826 79.1 1752 716
Hospital care for veterans with
low incomes 4111 109 307 350 342 466 50.5 49.0 49.0 470
Money to help veterans complete
their education under the GI Bill 81.7 76.0 81.8 £9.7 82.6 828 820 750 729 62.7
Vocational rehabilitation training
for veterans with SC disabilities 53.2| 48.0 49.0 53.4 53.3 55.1 57.4 52.5 50.6 443
Grants for housing/autos for
veterans with SC disabilities 41.0| 29.8 40.0 34.6 35.9 449 46.9 48.4  46.7 37.3
Financial compensation for veterans
with SC disabilities 593| 378 520 595 56.8 63.3 63.6 619 515 561
Pensions for low-income veterans 213 55 135 141 171 225 261 341 267 315
Nursing home care for veterans '
aged 65 and over 37.1| 386 318 348 361 417 389 39.1 337 444
Dental care in VA facilities 34.6 30.6 36.9 338 314 373 37.2 363 30.7 330
Life insurance s69| 669 59.8 568 509 60.2 60.2 59.0 561 417
Home Loan Guaranty 16| 651 766 8LT 702 726 6.2 658 628 505
Vocstional counseling 34.7| 199 364 387 324 36.8 334 344 308 212
Treatment for veterans with
drinking problems 404 356 4L1  4LT7 388 42.6 418 409 317 301
Treatment for veterans with
drug problems 403) 284 414 436 393 418 389 410 378 29.8
Readjustment counseling 332 213 323 394 333 325 33.6 304 287 20.4
Psychological counseling other )
than readjustment counseling 23| 160 265 291 27 .2 28.0 275 287 240 190
" Domiciliary care in VA facilities 273| 164 218 246 25.9 314 31.7 28.6 284 271
Outpatient care at VA facilities 48.6| 284 446 476 413 54.8 51.0 492 462 455
Haven't heard of any 3.5 2.8 2.7 13 3.6 2.6 3.8 43 7.8 8.6
Don't Know or NA 1.6 0.7 0.6 1.1 13 2.7 1.1 2.6 2.2 d

Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because veterans were asked to indicate all programs they had beard of.
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Table 6-3. Awareness of VA Programs by Personal Income in 1986
(Numbers in Thousands)

RSP A R SRR LU AL D L P e e S

Under  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000
Total $10,000 19,999 39,999  and more
Total Veterans 26,143 | 5,139 5304 8327 5284
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Hospital care for veterans with
SC disabilities 76.4 72.6 75.8 76.2 82.6
Hospital care for veterans with ‘
low incomes 41.1 41.7 43.4 39.6 44 .4
Money to help veterans complete
their education under the GI Bill 81.7 70.1 78.9 86.0 91.1
Vocational rehabilitation training
for veterans with SC disabilities 53.2 46.7 49.4 55.9 61.2
Grants for housing/autos for
veterans with SC disabilities 41.0 37.5 41.7 42.8 43.4
Financial compensation for veterans _
with SC disabilities 59.3 51.5 56.0 62.0 67.9
Pensions for low-income veterans 21.3 27.2 21.5 193 21.
Nursing home care for veterans
aged 65 and over 37.1 34.5 34.2 38.9 42.1
Dental care in VA facilities 34.6 325 334 36.1 38.0
Life insurance 56.9 48.6 56.3 59.1 63.1
Home Loan Guaranty 71.6 60.6 68.6 75.8 80.9
Vocational counseling 34.7 28.7 32.1 37.8 40.5
Treatment for veterans with
drinking problems 40.4 36.5 40.3 425 43.8
Treatment for veterans with
drug problems 40.3 35.6 39.6 43.1 439
Readjustment counseling 33.2 25.7 29.2 36.3 41.1
Psychological counseling other
than readjustment counseling 27.3 222 25.6 28.7 32.5
Domiciliary care in VA facilities 213 24.0 24.3 28.5 34.1
Qutpatient care at VA facilities 48.6 45.7 45.1 50.3 554
Haven’t heard of any 3.5 6.2 3.9 24 1.3
Don’t Know or NA 1.6 3.3 0.8 1.0 0.3

Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because veterans were asked to indicate all

programs they had heard of. Total includes those not reporting income who are

not shown separately.
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Table 6-4. Sources of Information on VA Programs by Period of Service Among
Veterans Who Had Heard of VA Programs (Numbers in Thousands)

‘ Wartime Peacetime
Total Total Post- Other
: : Total |Wartime WWII Korea Vietnam Peacetime Vietnam Peacetime
Total Veterans 25,011 | 20,885 9,403 5,125 7,977 4,127 1,455 2,672
Total 100.0| 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Newpapers - 43.7 45.0 530  48.1 35.5 37.0 20.2 46.1
Television 489) 485 479 492 483 50.8 41.9 55.6
Radio 28.7 290 315 31.9 25.6 27.2 18.7 31.9
Information or publications :
from the VA itself 385 392 365 364 46.4 34.8 518 25.5
Other government publications 18.9 19.3 195 23.5 21.9 16.4 21.0 13.9
Other veterans 47.2 474 450  46.7 50.7 46.0 4438 46.7
Counseling and advice you got
at the time of your discharge
from the service 26.1| 264 21.7 25.6 34.8 25.1 43.4 15.1
Friends, family, and co-workers 349 345 309 368 362 31.4 324 40.2
Veterans® organizations
(American Legion, VFW) 28.1 308 381 31.9 23.1 14.8 10.2 17.3
School or campus 9.9 10.2 4.8 8.4 17.8 8.4 11.9 6.6
Other sources ' . 119 11.9 11.0 13.1 13.3 11.7 9.6 129
None ' ; 1.6 1.4 1.8 1.5 0.9 2.1 13 2.6
Don’t know or NA 6.9 6.8 8.3 8.0 4.1 7.1 45 8.6

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g., served in
ia World War IT and Kores). Percentages add to more than 100 because velerans were asked to indicate all
sources of information. Total excludes those who had not heard of any programs or didn't know if
they had heard of any programs.
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Table 6-5. Sources of Information on VA Programs by Age Among Veterans
Who Had Heard of VA Programs (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total

Newpapers

Television

Radio

Information or publications
from the VA itself

Other government publications

Other veterans

Counseling and advice you got
at the time of your discharge
from the service

Friends, family, and co~workers

Veterans® organizations
(Americen Legion, VFW)

School or campus

Other sources

None

Don’t know or NA

Total
25,011

100.0

43.7
48.9
28.7

38.5
18.9
472

26.1
349

28.1
9.9
11.9
1.6
6.9

<25 25-34 3544 45-54 S55-59 60-64 6569 70-74 75+
254 2,136 5535 4755 3,16 3,716 3,165 1431 850
1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
197 29 345 430 494 S04 S41 601 504
40.5 416 SIS 509 49.5 499 459 509 423
1901 196 251 280 354 323 306 353 221
553 532 430 303 389 354 372 372 320
213 216 173 169 218 192 19.6 203 157
349 484 498 485 485 452 464 431 368
5.0 392 320 224 23.6 241 214 197 148
286 337 374 388 374 339 301 2.6 287
20 158 215 210 321 394 390 380 295|
162 152 181 82 93 57 53 30 05
68 86 131 139 124 115 106 ILI 85
00 15 1.0 17 14 15 L4 31 40
50 39 40 68 76 60 103 119 134

Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because veterans were ssked to indicate all sources of information.

Total excludes those who had not heard of any programs or didn't kmow if they had heard of any programs.
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Table 6-6. Sources of Information on VA Programs by Personal Income
in 1986 Among Veterans Who Had Heard of VA Programs
(Numbers in Thousands) i

Under  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000
Total | $10,000 19,999 39 ,999  and more
Total Veterans 25011| 4744 5064 8075 5,204
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Newpapers 43.7 38.2 40.7 43.5 54.0
Television 48.9 46.2 48.5 50.9 50.6
Radio 28.7 26.5 27.8 29.4 323
Information or publications
from the VA itself 38.5 35.8 36.8 40.3 42.5
Other government publications 18.9 13.5 17.7 20.8 23.6
Other veterans 47.2 43.5 45.4 50.9 50.0
Counseling and advice you got
at the time of your discharge
from the service 26.1 17.7 253 29.1 31.6
Friends, family, and co-workers 349 30.7 31.7 38.0 39.4
Veterans’ organizations
(American Legion, VFW) 28.1 30.0 30.5 28.7 27.4
School or campus 9.9 5.0 6.2 12.4 15.5
Other sources 11.9 9.9 10.3 12.1 15.1
None 1.6 2.4 13 1.3 1.0
Don’t know or NA 6.9 12.8 5.8 4.5 34
Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because velerans were asked to indicate all 'H

sources of information. Total exludes those who had not heard of any
programs or didn’t know if they had heard of any programs. Total includes
those pot reporting income who are not shown separately.
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Table 6-7. Contact with the VA Since Separation from the Military and Nature of
First Contact Among Veterans Who Have Had Contact with the VA by
Period of Service (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total
Yes, Coatact with VA
No, Contact with VA
Don’t know or NA

% Who Had Ever Received
Information About VA Programs

Total Veterans with Contact

Total .
First Contact was About

Life Insurance
Education Benefits
Home Loan
Medical Problems/Benefits
Disability Compensation
Employment, Job Assistance
Deatal Care
Information About Benefits
Other
Don't know or NA

Total
26,143

100.0
64.7
34.6

0.7

26.1

17,047

100.0

6.2
38.0
26.5
244

72

4.8

4.6

4.0

4.8

1.4

Wartime Peacetime

Total Total Post-  Other
Wartime WWII Korea Vietnam Peacetime Vietnam Peacetimel
21,790 9,975 5337 8,175 4,353 1,506 2,847
100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
67.4 64.4 64.4 73.5 51.1 55.8 48.6
31.9 351 343 262 48.4 43.6 50.9
0.7 0.6 1.3 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6
21.2 2.4 242 36.9 20.4 33,7 13.3
14,813 6,464 3,499 6,020 2,734 846 1,388
100.0 100.0 1000  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
6.9 10.5 104 1.6 1.9 2.7 13
374 23.0 344 53.0 41.8 413 42.1
25.7 25 211 21.9 31.8 27.2 34.7
25.7 358 239 17.2 16.1 18.1 15.0
7.8 113 73 . 6.1 3.2 2.7 s
4.6 4.5 31 5.2 55 8.2 39
4.9 42 49 52 2.6 5.1 0.7
39 4.1 4.0 3.4 5.0 15 34
4.5 44 50 43 6.7 5.9 7.2
1.5 1.6 23 0.7 1.3 15 1.0

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g.,
served in World War IT and Kores). Percentages add to more than 100 because of multiple responses,
(e.g., first contact was about life insurance .m\nd educational benefits).
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Table 6-8. Contact with the VA Since Separation from the Military and Nature of First Contact

Among Veterans Who Have Had Contact with the VA by Age
(Numbers in Thousands)

Total | <25 25-34 3544 45-54 55-59 60-64 6569 70-74 75+
Total Veterans 26,143 | 263 2,200 5,648 4,970 3,283 3,80 3377 1,512 941
Total 100.0 | 100.0 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Yes, Contact with VA 6471 522 670 741 568 643 664 639 55T 599

No, Contact with VA 26| 478 325 256 424 344 332 . 355 433 393

Don't know or NA 07] 00 05 03 08 1.4 04 07 1.0 0.7
% Who Had Ever Received

Information About VA Programs 2611 350 399 357 188 225 283 21 23 117
Total Veterans with Contact 17,047 138 1,481 4,199 2,851 2,155 2,594 2,175 885 569
Total 1000 | 1000 1000 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

First Contact was About
Life Insurance 62| 65 26 08 27 120 106 112 84 89
Education Benefits 330| 589 525 536 440 353 281 190 164 114
Home Loan 25| 164 213 314 321 278 253 205 212 114
Medical Problems/Benefits 24| 117 166 158 17.4 216 308 377 399 535
Disability Compensation 72| 00 49 45 4.1 55 102 11.8 13.8 144
Employment, Job Assistance 48| 79 6.8 5.7 33 42 53 45 3.7 13
Deatal Care 46| 61 s6 59 35 42 47 38 31 43
Information About Benefits 40| 25 5.6 36 37 35 33 47 40 B85
Other 48| 22 58 39 53 47 51 45 43 85
Don’t know or NA 14| 22 09 0.5 1.6 25 1.0 21 19 27

Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because of multiple respoase, (e.g., first contact was about life insurance and

educational benefits)
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Table 6-9. Contact with the VA Since Separation from the Military and Nature
of First Contact Among Veterans Who Have Had Contact with the
VA by Personal Income in 1986 (Numbers in Thousands)

Under $10,000- $20,000- $40,000

Total $10,000 19,999 39,999  and more

Total Veterans 26,143 | 5,130 5304 8327 57284
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 ~ 100.0  100.0
Yes, Contact with VA 64.7 66.3 62.6 66.8 66.5
No, Contact with VA 34.6 32.0 37.2 33.1 0331
Don’t know or NA 0.7 1.8 0.2 0.0 05

% Who Had Ever Received :

Information About VA Programs 26.1 24.4 25.1 28.3 279
Total Veterans with Contact 17,047 3,492 3,323 5,567 3,519
Total : 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

First Contact was About | :

Life Insurance 6.2 3.8 5.1 5.6 10.5

Education Benefits 38.0 22.8 30.2 44.8 49.2

Home Loan 26.5 15.5 25.1 30.4 321

Medical Problems/Benefits 24.4 433 29.3 17.9 11.9

Disability Compensation 72 10.6 103° 5.1 57

Employment, Job Assistance 4.3 4.5 6.7 5.0 33

Dental Care 4.6 3.6 5.0 5.3 4.2

Information About Benefits 4.0 7.0 3.3 3.0 3.5

Other - 4.8 5.8 5.0 4.6 4.2

Don’t know or NA 1.4 3.8 0.2 0.8 0.4

Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because of multiple responses (e.g., first
contact was about life insurance and educational benefits). Total includes
those not reporting income who are not shown separately.
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CHAPTER 7: USE OF COMPENSATION AND PENSION PROGRAMS

Two of the most important benefit programs administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs are
the Disability Compensation Program for veterans with a service-connected disability and the Nonser-
vice-Connected Pension Program. The Disability Compensation Program offers financial compensation
to veterans who have lost earnings capacity as 2 result of medical conditions or disabilities acquired or
aggravated by military service. The Nonservice-Connected Pension Program provides financial assis-
tance to low-income disabled and elderly veterans who served during a period of war.

In the 1987 Survey of Veterans, respondents were asked whether they were aware of the Disability
Compensation Program, had ever filed a claim, and/or ever been notified by VA of 2 medical condition
or disability. Those notified of a compensable service-connected disability were asked further questions
on the nature of the disability, how it was incurred, amount of compensation, and their current VA
disability rating. Veterans were also asked whether they were aware of the Nonservice-Connected Pen-
sion Program, had ever filed a claim, were currently receiving such a pension, and the amount of the

pension payment. This chapter assesses veterans’ awareness and participation in these two programs of
financial assistance.

'SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY COMPENSATION PROGRAM

About 44 percent of veterans reported that they heard of or contacted VA about the Disability Compen-
sation Program (Table 7-1). About 22 percent were unaware of this program. The percent not aware of
it varied from a low of 18 percent among veterans of the Korean conflict to 2 high of 33 percent among
post-Vietnam veterans.

In the 1987 Survey of Veterans, 16 percent of all veterans said they had ever filed 2 VA disability claim,
10 percent had been notified by VA that they had a medical condition or disability related to their military
service, and 8 percent reported that VA had notified them of eligibility for payment for their service-con-
nected disability. Veterans of wartime periods were more likely to have ever filed 2 claim (18%) or been
notified by VA of a disability (12%) than veterans of peacetime (9 percent of whom had filed and 5
percent of whom reported that they bad been notified by VA of a disability). The percentage of veterans
who had been notified by VA that they were eligible for payment for their service-connected medical
condition or disability ranged from a high of 12 percent among World War II veterans to a low of 2
percent among veterans of the post-Vietnam peacetime period.

The likelihood that a veteran had ever filed a claim and/or been notified by VA of eligibility for payment
for a-service-connected disability was higher among veterans over age 60 than among younger veterans
(Table 7-2). Age differences largely reflected period of service differences.

Veterans who reported eligibility for payment for their service-connected medical condition and/or dis-
ability were asked about the nature of their disability (Table 7-3). Nineteen percent listed “permanent
stiffness, pain, deformity, Of lack of use of toes, foot, or leg," and 10 percent reported similar conditions
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affecting the fingers, hand, or arm (some veterans could have reported both sets of conditions). Other
conditions affecting at least 5 percent of veterans with a compensable service-connected disability were:
arthritis (10%), psychological conditions (9%), digestive system conditions (8%), heart condition (7%),
scars (6%), deafness (5%), and respiratory conditions (5%). In addition, 43 percent of all veterans with
a service-connected disability also indicated that other (unspecified) conditions were a problem for them.

The modal category reported as the current VA disability rating was 10 percent (reported by 35 percent
of veterans who had ever been notified of a service-connected disability). Almost 10 percent of veterans
who claimed that they had ever been notified by VA of a compensable disability did not know their

current rating or failed to respond to the question and an additional 9 percent said that their current
rating was zero.

Veterans reporting eligibility for compensation for a service-connected disability were also asked about
whether they had life insurance, and, in particular, whether they had Service Disabled Veterans Insurance
(SDVI). Although 83 percent reported that they had life insurance, only 7 percent had SDVI. An
additional 18 percent reported that they had another type of life insurance through VA.

NONSERVICE-CONNECTED PENSION PROGRAM

All veterans were asked about their familiarity with another specific VA program, the Nonservice-Con-
nected Pension Program which is targeted toward the low-income veteran population. When shown a
list of 18 VA programs, 21 percent of veterans said they had heard of pensions for low-income veterans
(see Chapter 6). However, when asked a specific question about the Nonservice-Connected Pension
Program, only 13 percent reported that they were aware of the program (Table 7-4). Very few veterans
(5%) said they were actually familiar with the program. In 1987, only 3 percent of veterans reported that
they had ever applied for or received a VA nonservice-connected pension. A little under 3 percent of all
veterans said they were currcnﬂy receiving a nonservice-connected pension.

PROFILE OF VETERANS WITH A SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY AND
VETERANS RECEIVING NONSERVICE-CONNECTED PENSIONS

Veterans who had a service-connected disability and those receiving nonservice-connected pensions dif-
fered in significant ways from the general population of veterans. Many of these differences were ex-
pected because of the age, period of service, disability, and income requirements for eligibility for these
two programs. Keep in mind that the sample sizes for these two groups of program participants in the
1987 survey, particularly for veterans receiving pensions, were small and caution is warranted in trying to
interpret apparent differences between the general veteran population and veterans who were eligible
and/or participating in these two programs. However, it is useful to note differences on a variety of
demographic, socioeconomic, military experience, and health characteristics among veterans eligible for
service-connected disability compensation, those receiving nonservice-connected retirement payments,
and the general veteran population. '
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As with the general veteran population, most veterans with service-connected disabilities or who received
pensions in 1987 were male, White, and over the age of 50 (Table 7-5). A higher percentage of pensioners
(18%) than of the general veteran population (8%) were Black, however. The marital status distribution
of veterans with 2 service-connected disability was fairly similar to that for the total veteran population
but those receiving ponservice-connected pensions were much less likely to be married at the time of the
survey than were the other two grdups.

Those receiving nonservice-connected pensions were much more likely to be over the age of 65 than the
other two groups. This was not surprising, given that the pension program employs an age criterion of
65, along with an income criterion, to determine eligibility for those who are not disabled. Whereas 65
percent of those receiving pensions Were age 65 or over, only 23 percent of all veterans and 33 percent of
veterans with a service-connected disability were this old. Veterans with a service-connected disability,
though younger than those receiving pensions, Were older, on average, than the general veteran popula-
tion. A relatively large group of these veterans were between the ages of 60 and 75, the age groups most
likely to have served during World War IL

The educational attainment and personal income of veterans with a service-connected disability, though
perhaps slightly lower than that of the general veteran population, was actually quite similar to that of the
total population. This was surprising, especially given the somewhat older average age of veterans with
a service-connected disability. Veterans receiving a nonservice-connected pension were much less likely
to have completed high school or college than the other two groups. Fifty-four percent of pension recipi-
ents had less than a high school education compared with 24 percent of veterans with a service- connected
disability and 19 percent of all veterans. This difference in part reflected the much older average age of
the group who were recciving pensions. Because Jow income was a criterion for receipt of a nonservice-

connected pension, the majority (75%) of veterans receiving pensions had personal income below
$10,000 in 1987.

The military experience of veterans with a service-connected disability and veterans receiving nonservice-
connected pensions differed significantly from that of the total veteran population (Table 7-6). Among
veterans with a service-connected disability, 57 percent had served during World War II, 23 percent
during the Korean conflict, and 34 percent during the Vietnam era. Among those receiving nonservice-
connected pensions, 76 percent had served during World War I1, 19 percent during the Korean conflict,
and only 6 percent had served during the Vietnam era. The comparable percentages for the total veteran

population were: 38 percent serving during World War II, 20 percent during Korea, and 31 percent
during Vietnam.

Eighty percent of veterans with a service-connected disability and 73 percent of veterans receiving a
pension served outside the U. S.while on active duty. About 60 percent of those with a service-connected

disability and 55 percent of those receiving a pension said they had been exposed to combat compared
with only one-third of all veterans.

Among all groups, the most common length of service category was 3 to 5 years but those with a service-
connected disability were somewhat more likely than other groups to report longer service. Whereas 80
percent of all veterans and 75 percent of those who were receiving ponservice-connected pensions had
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separated from active duty at the normal end of a tour of duty, only about one-half of veterans with a
service-connected disability had separated in this manner. Among other veterans with a service-con-
nected disability, 15 percent had retired from the military after 20 years of service and an additional 4
percent had retired on military disability. About 27 percent had obtained a medical release.

More veterans with either a service-connected disability or a nonservice-connected pension reported only
fair or poor health than did veterans in general (Table 7-7). Fifty-nine percent of veterans receiving
pensions reported fair or poor health compared with 43 percent of veterans with a service-connected
disability and 20 percent of all veterans. Whereas almost four in five veterans had never used a VA
hospital, only about one-third of those with a service-connected disability and 43 percent of those with a
nonservice-connected pension had never been in a VA hospital. Finally, only 30 percent of the total
veteran population had a disability that limited activity in 1987 compared with 73 percent of those who
had ever been eligible for payment for a service-connected disability and 80 percent of those currently
receiving a nonservice-connected pension.
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Table 7-1. Awareness and Eligibility for Veterans Administration's Disability Compensation
Program by Period of Service (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Total
Aware of VA Disability Compensation
Yes, familiar with program
Yes, know it exists but not familiar
Yes, heard of or contacted VA about program
No, not aware
Don't know or NA

Total

Ever Filed a VA Disability Claim
Yes
No
Don't kmow or NA

Total

Ever Notified of Disability by VA
Yes
No
Don't know or NA

% Notified by VA of Eligibility for
Payment for SC Disability

Wartime Peacetime
Total Total Post— Other

Total |Wartime WWII Korea Vietnam Peacetime Vietnam Peacetime
26,143 | 21,790 9,975 5,337 8,175 4,353 1,506 2,847
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
8.4 8.5 9.8 8.7 6.9 8.3 5.8 9.6
23.8 22.8 n7 256 217 28.9 25.1 309
443 46.9 46.6 46.1 50.0 314 34.6 2.7
224 20.6 19.6 17.5 21.0 29.9 334 28.0
13 13 1.3 2.2 0.4 1.5 1.1 1.8
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
16.0 17.5 214 16.1 16.0 8.6 10.7 1.5
£83.4 81.9 78.0 82.8 83.7 90.9 §8.8 92.0
0.6 0.6 0.6 1.1 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
103 11.5 143 113 11.1 4.5 5.9 3.7
88.9 87.6 84.8 87.4 88.4 95.2 93.7 96.0
0.8 0.9 0.9 1.3 0.5 03 0.4 0.3
8.0 92 11.9 9.0 8.7 24 22 2.6

Note: Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods served by som

World War IT and Kores).

e wartime veterans (e.g., served in
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Table 7-2. Awareness and Eligibility for Veterans Administration’s Disability
Compensation Program by Age (Numbers in Thousands)

Total | <25 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+
Total Veterans 26,143| 263 2,200 5,648 4,970 3,283 3,890 3,377 1,572 941
Total 100.0 {100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Aware of VA Disability Compensation

Yes, familiar with program 84| 77 43 68 101 73 98 105 92 89
Yes, know it exists but not familiar 23.8| 237 215 228 251 269 21.7 242 24.1 244
Yes, heard of or contacted VA about program 443 227 431 49.2 39.0 47.0 482 455 399 404
No, not aware 2.1]| 441 303 205 263 165 193 187 242 244
Don'tknow or NA . 13| 1.9 08 06 14 23 1.0 L1 27 21
Total 100.0 |100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Ever Filed a VA Disability Claim
Yes 160] 97 122 145 102 145 207 223 220 19.8
No 834|903 875 853 8.0 843 789 7.0 T2 79.8
Don't know or NA 06f 00 04 03 08 12 04 07 08 04
Total 100.0 |100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Ever Notified of Disability by VA
Yes 103] 37 67 90 69 85 147 138 150 14.6
No 889 963 929 90.6 925 89.9 845 854 843 828
Don't know or NA 08| 00 05 04 06 16 08 08 05 26

% Notified by VA of Eligibility for
Payment for SC Disability g0l 30 29 65 56 66 123 11.0 133 1L6
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Current VA Disability Rating,

Receipt of Disability Compensation and Use
'VI) Among Those

for Payment for Service-Connected Medical Condition and/or Disability (Numbers in Thousands)

Ever Notified by VA of Eligibility

Total Veterans with SC Disability

Nature of Disability
Visual Impairment
Deafness
Missing Limb
Lack use/finger, hand, arm
Lack useltoes, foot, leg
Paralysis
Arthritis
Heart condition
Respiratory conditions
Psychological conditions

Scars

Digestive conditions

Other

Don’t know or NA

Current VA Disability Rating

Zero
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
0%
80%
0%
100%

Don’t know or NA

Receiving Retirement Pay in lieu of
Disability Pay

Have Life Insurance

SDVI

Other VA Life Insurance

% not aware of SDVI benefit

2,103

2.2
54
2.0
10.0
193
2.2
9.9
6.8
5.1
8.6
5.9
1.7
43.1
1.8

9.3
34.6
11.8
10.9

6.4

2.6

34

1.6

1.4

0.7

1.1

9.7

2.1
83.1
1.0

18.3

28.5

Note: Percentages on Nature of Disability add to more than 1

00 because of multiple responses.
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Table 7-4. Awareness and Participation in Nonservice-Connected
Pension Program (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans 26,143

Familiarity with NS Pension Program

Total 100.0
Yes, familiar 45
Yes, know it exists but not familiar 8.1
No 86.8
Don’t know NA 0.6

% Ever Applied 3.2

% Claim Allowed 2.8

% Currently Receiving 2.5
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Table 7-5. Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics of All Veterans,
Veterans Notified of a Compensable Service-Connected Disability,
and Veterans Receiving Nonservice-Connected Pensions
(Numbers in Thousands)

Vetersns with  Veterans with
Total |SC Dissbility NSC Pension
Total Veterans 26,143 2,103 645
Sex
Male 97.5 91.7 98.5
Female 2.5 2.3 1.5
Race/Ethnicity
White 86.4 83.7 80.3
Black 8.0 10.0 17.8
Hispanic 4.1 5.0 1.6
Age
25 Years and Under 1.0 0.4 0.0
25-34 Years 8.4 3.0 0.6
35-44 Years 21.6 17.5 2.9
45-54 Years 19.0 13.2 8.2
55-59 Years 12.6 10.3 12.8
6064 Years 14.9 22.7 10.7
65-69 Years 12.9 17.7 34.6
70-74 Years 6.0 9.9 114
75+ Years and Over 3.6 5.2 18.8
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Table 7-5 (continued).  Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics
of All Veterans, Veterans Notified of a Compensable
Service-Connected Disability, and Veterans Receiving
Nonservice-Connected Pensions (Numbers in Thousands)

Veterans with  Veterans with
Total |SC Disability NSC Pension

Total Veterans 26,143 2,103 645
Marital Status
Never Married 6.4 54 10.3
Married 79.1 75.8 61.2
Divorced/Separated 10.7 12.0 16.3
Widowed 3.7 6.4 12.3
Education
Less than High School 18.5 24.3 53.6
High School Graduate 37.6 35.0 23.2
Some College 21.7 19.2 15.0
College Graduate 19.6 18.9 1.7

Personal Income in 1986

Under $10,000 19.7 254 75.0
$10,000-19,999 20.3 24.0 6.3
$20,000-39,999 31.9 28.7 1.4
$40,000 and Over 20.2 17.4 1.3
Not Reported or NA 7.9 4.5 16.0

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race
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Table 7-6. Military Experience of All Veterans, Veterans Notified of a
Compensable Sen{ice—Connected Disability, and
Veterans Receiving Nonservice-Connected Pensions

(Numbers in Thousands)
Veterans with ~ Veterans with
_ : Total SC Disability =~ NSC Pension
Total Veterans - 26,143 2,103 645

Period of Service

Total Wartime 833 95.0 96.8
WWwWI 382 56.6 76.0
Korea 20.4 23.0 19.1
Vietnam 313 33.8 6.0

Total Peacetime 16.7 5.0 3.2
Post-Vietnam 5.8 1.6 0.0
Other Peacetime 10.9 3.5 3.2

Military Experience

Where Served
Served in U.S. Only 28.0 19.9 213
Served Outside U.S. 72.0 79.9 72.7
Combat Exposure _
Exposed to Combat 34.8 60.3 54.7
Stationed in War Zone 13.2 10.8 11.8
Not in Combat or War Zone 50.6 28.4 - 33.5

Length of Service

Less than 1 Year 4.7 33 9.9
1 -2 Years 37.3 30.9 26.9
3 -5 Years 45.3 40.2 49.3
6 - 10 Years 6.1 6.6 6.4
11 - 15 Years 0.6 1.1 0.3
16 — 20 Years 2.1 4.7 0.7
21 - 30 Years 2.9 12.4 29
31 Years or More 03 0.4 0.0

Manner of Release

Normal Separation at < 20 yrs 20.3 48.7 74.7
Military Retirement (20+ years) 5.0 14.7 33
Medical Release 54 26.7 7.4
Military Retirement-Disability 0.5 4.4 1.3
Release for Marriage, Children 1.4 0.8 2.6
Other Release 6.9 3.9 9.0

Note: Percentages do not add to total because of multiple periods served
by some wartime velerans (e.g., served in World War II and Korea).
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Table 7-7. Health Status, VA Hospital Usage, and Medical Condition and/or Disability

' which limits Activity of all Veterans, Veterans Notified of a Compensable
Service-Connected Disability, and Veterans Receiving Nonservice-
Connected Pensions (Numbers in Thousands)

Vetcrans with Veterans with
Total |SC Disability NSC Peasion
Total Veterans ' 26,143 2,103 645
Health Status
Excellent 21.5 12.1 8.8
Very Good 27.4 18.0 11.2
Good 25.1 26.5 19.4
Fair 11.7 223 19.0
Poor 7.8 20.8 40.3
Used VA Hospital
Never 78.8 32.8 43.0
Yes, Not in Past Year 19.2 62.4 493
Yes, in Past Year 1.8 4.8 1.8
Current Disability Status
No Reported disability 70.2 26.9 20.3
Disability which limits Activity 29.8 73.1 79.7
~Can’t work at all 12.6 34.7 64.4
-Some Work or occupational limitations 12.2 28.1 7.2
-No work limitation but some activity
limitation 5.0 10.3 8.1
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CHAPTER 8: USE OF SELECTED PROGRAMS FOR VETERANS

This chapter examines participation in three types of programs not considered previously. Educational
opportunities pursuant to military service are well known, and the GI Bill and related programs have
provided many veterans with schooling and training they otherwise would not have received. The VA
home loan program has helped many veterans purchase a home and thereby achicve residential prefer-
ences and the tax and other advantages that accrue to homeowners. The third VA program considered
is burial benefits. What follows shows the number and characteristics of veterans who have participated
in various GI educational benefits and the home loan program and some reported reasons for not using
a VA-backed loan for home purchase. The chapter concludes with statistics on veterans who have made
burial plans and the choices they have made.

Participation in these and other VA programs may be related in subtle and indirect ways. Veterans who
benefit from VA-sponsored education and training opportunities may go on (o acquire steady jobs that
facilitate homeownership, with or without the help of a VA home loan. Homeownership in turn can be
an asset that affects—usually to increase-the choices that are available later in life.

THE GI BILL AND OTHER VA-SPONSORED TRAINING

Table 8-1 reports that about 39 percent of vetcrans in the 1987 survey had participated in a training or
educational program offered through VA sponsorship (see Chapter 1 for a discussion of how the total
number compares to other numbers sometimes cited as measures of participation in the GI Bill). This
measure of use of educational and training opportunities is about the same for male and female veterans.
It may be slightly higher among Black and Hispanic veterans than among other veterans and slightly
higher among Vietnam veterans (54 percent of whom have used such benefits) than among veterans of
World War II (33 percent of whom have used this benefit).

Use of educational and training opportunities appears to be positively related to educational level at the
time of the survey. About 64 percent of college graduates had received some form of training, compared
with only 17 percent of veterans with less than a high school education. Use of such benefits is also
positively related to income. About 51 percent of veterans with incomes over $40,000 in 1986 had used

educational or training programs, compared with 29 percent of veterans with under $10,000 income in
1986. '

As in many other comparisons in this report, apparent relationships between two variables may be medi-
ated by other variables, particularly age. Educational levels nave been rising in the general population,
and reflecting this society-wide trend, younger veterans have more schooling than older veterans. Fur-
thermore, some younger veterans could have been in educational or training programs at the time of the
survey or have recently completed training and had limited on-the-job experience and modest incomes.
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HOMEOWNERSHIP AND THE VA HOME LOAN PROGRAM

Investment in education and training may be a form of planning for the future. Owning a home may be
a benefit from earlier investment in education and may be an investment since in many areas of the
country housing prices have outpaced many investment alternatives or have offered less risk than alterna-
tive investment strategics. Some tax advantages also accrue to homeowners, for mortgage interest and
property taxes on a home are deductible on the federal income tax. Borrowing against the equity in one’s
home can be used as a way of paying for college tuition, large medical bills, and other major expenses;
and interest payments on a home-equity loan are deductible from taxable income, whereas most other
forms of interest expense are not. All of these are reasons for looking upon homeownership as a major
asset that provides current benefits and is a source of wealth accumulation.

Homeownership is extensive among veterans. About 32 percent of veterans or their spouses own their
home free and. clear—that is, without a mortgage (Table 8-2). Nearly 45 percent of veterans or their
spouses are owners but have a mortgage on the property. Thus, 77 percent of veterans are owners in the
sense of having bought their residence or are in the process of buying it.

Most of the other 23 percent of veterans are renters and make a cash payment for the rent. Nearly 17
percent of veterans make payments to a landlord; the rest live with someone who is owning or renting,
occupy a unit without paying cash rent, or did not report the owner /renter status of their housing unit.

The likelihood of owning a house free and clear of a mortgage is much greater for elderly persons than
for young adults. About 70 percent of veterans 75 years old and over own their home free of debt,
compared with only about 5 percent of 25-to-34-year-old veterans. A majority of veterans 65 years old
and over who live in households live in a home that they own with no debt on it.

The proportion of veterans having a mortgage on their home rises with age and then declines. Only about
9 percent of veterans under 25 years old are paying on a mortgage, but the percentage quickly rises to 41
percent at ages 25 to 34. Among 35-to-44-year-olds, 65 percent have mortgage payments to make. The
percent paying on a mortgage drops to about 9 percent at ages 75 and over.

The proportion of veterans who pay rent falls from about 43 percent at ages under 25 to 11 percent at
ages 70-74. The percent of veterans paying rent or who live in a household owned or rented by someone
else may be higher at ages 75 and over than at ages 65-74. For some veterans advancing age may reduce
the ability to maintain a house and may necessitate a move toa rental unit, moving in with relatives, or
moving to some form of institutionalized setting not covered by the household survey.

Table 8-2 shows that veterans with annual incomes under $20,000 are more likely to own their own home
free and clear than veterans with incomes of $40,000 or more. But many veterans who own their home
free and clear of a mortgage are at advanced ages and have low incomes because they have retired from
the labor force. Having a home that is free of debt may allow a person to retire earlier than a person who
must maintain mortgage payments.
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HOW MANY VETERANS CURRENTLY LIVE IN A VA-FINANCED HOME?

About one veteran out of seven used a VA loan to finance or refinance the current residence (Table 8-3).
In this sense, about one-seventh of veterans currently participate in the VA home loan program. About

one veteran in twenty used a FHA (Federal Housing Administration) loan to finance or refinance the
current residence.

The probability of having a VA-backed home loan rises and then falls with age. Only about 5 percent of
veterans under 25 years of age held a VA mortgage at the survey date. This percentage rises to 18 among
veterans 35 to 44 years old and then falls to 7 percent among veterans 75 years old and over. This pattern
parallels the proportion of veterans holding any mortgage on their home.

Black veterans may be somewhat more likely than White veterans to have had a VA mortgage at the time
of the survey. About 21 percent of Black veterans versus 13 percent of White veterans held a VA
mortgage when the survey was conducted.

Vietnam veterans appear to be slightly more likely than other veterans to have a VA mortgage on their
home. About 19 percent of Vietnam veterans were paying on VA-backed mortgages at the time of the
survey. About 12 percent of World War II veterans had VA mortgages, and about the same proportion
of post-Vietnam-era veterans held VA mortgages at the survey date. This type of comparison is affected
by age differences since World War II veterans are likely to be older and to have paid off their home
mortgage.

Veterans with incomes of $20,000 to $39,999 per year appear to be somewhat more likely than other
veterans to have had a VA mortgage at the survey date. About one in five veterans at this income level
was paying on a VA mortgage at the time of the survey.

Married veterans were more likely than others to participate in the VA home loan program. About 16
percent of married veterans had a VA mortgage on their home at the survey date. About 6 to 8 percent
of never-married, divorced or separated, or widowed veterans had VA mortgages.

HOW MANY VETERANS HAVE EVER USED A VA HOME LOAN?

Some veterans not currently using the VA home loan program used it in the past and have paid off their
VA-insured loan or now have a conventional or other mortgage. Veterans who said they had used a VA
home loan previously but did not have a VA home loan at the survey date were combined with those
currently having a VA home loan to get a measure of the percent of veterans who had ever used a VA
home loan. By this expanded notion of program participation, about 34 percent of veterans had partici-
pated in the VA home loan program (Table 8-4), compared with the 14 percent currently living in a home
with a VA-backed mortgage (Table 8-3).

The likelihood of having ever held a VA-backed mortgage tends to rise with age of veterans up to the age

group 60-64. About 42 percent of veterans at this age had ever used a VA home loan. Rates of participa-
tion fall after ages 60-64.
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Whites, Blacks, and Hispanics are about equally likely to have ever had a VA home loan (Table 8-5).
About 34 percent of each group either now has or once had a VA home loan.

Rates of participation appear to be positively related to income (Table 8-7). About 22 percent of veterans
with annual incomes under $10,000 have now or have ever had a VA home loan. Nearly 44 percent of
those with annual incomes of $40,000 or more have or once had a VA home loan. A positive association
with income also characterized current participation in the program.

Benefits of the VA home loan program go particularly to veterans who are married or have been (Table
8-8). Only 9 percent of never-married veterans have ever used a VA home loan, compared with nearly
37 percent among veterans who were married and living with their spouse at the survey date.

REASONS FOR NOT PARTICIPATING IN THE VA HOME LOAN PROGRAM

Veterans who had never used a VA home loan were asked why they had not taken advantage of this
benefit. Nearly 21 percent said that they had not needed a VA home loan (Table 8-4). The various
reasons for nonuse are closely associated with the veteran’s age and other characteristics.

Among younger veterans the most common reason for not using a VA-backed loan was insufficient
income. For example, among veterans 25 to 34 years of age about 23 percent said that insufficient income
prevented their having participated in the home loan program. Many younger veterans also noted that
they were living with friends or relatives or that they did not then desire to own a home.

Among older groups of veterans, the most common responses were that they had not needed a VA loan
or that they preferred some other financing. These two answers were mentioned with about equal
frequency among veterans 55 to 59 years old-close to the median age of all veterans. At this age group
23 percent said that they did not need a VA loan, and about as many said that they preferred some other
form of financing. After this age, the percent saying they had not needed a VA home loan appears to
rise, and the percent saying they preferred other financing appears to fall.

The other reasons for nonparticipation are spread among a great variety of categories. About 9 percent
of all veterans said that they did not know they were eligible, and about as many said that they thought
that a VA home loan took too long to process.

Whites were somewhat more likely than Blacks to say they had not participated because they did not need
a VA home loan (Table 8-5). About 22 percent of Whites gave this answer, compared with 7 percent of

Blacks. Blacks were more likely than Whites to report insufficient income as the reason for nonparticipa-
tion. -

For obvious reasons, veterans at the lowest income category were more likely than others to say that
insufficient income was the reason for not participating in the VA home loan program (Table 8-7).
Among veterans with annual incomes of $40,000 or more, the most common reasons for not using a

~ VA-backed home loan were a preference for other financing or no need for a VA home loan. About 27

percent gave a preference for other financing and about 23 percent cited no need for a VA home loan.
About one veteran in nine at this income level complained that processing a VA loan took too long,
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Not needing a VA home loan or preferring some other form of financing were the most common reasons
for nonparticipation among currently married veterans (Table 8-8). About 42 percent of married veter-
ans who had not participated in the home loan program cited these two reasons. Never-married veterans
gave a variety of reasons, including insufficient income, living with friends or relatives, no desire to own,
and no need for a VA home loan.

BURIAL PLANS

Free burial in veterans national cemeteries is available to eligible veterans and their dependents. Esti-
mates of the possible future use of this program depend upon how many veterans have made burial plans
and what they have decided upon. About 42 percent of veterans reported that they did have burial plans
in that they had decided upon whether they expected a regular (underground) burial, a mausoleum,
cremation, or something else (e.g., donate body to science). Close to one-fourth of veterans under 45
years old had made plans like these (Table 8-9). About two-thirds of veterans 75 years old or older had
made burial plans.

Most veterans who had made plans were planning on a regular, underground burial. Nearly 69 percent
of those with plans cited this type of burial. About one-fourth were planning on cremation.

Those who had not made plans were asked whether they preferred or expected a regular (underground)
burial, and those that said they did were asked whether they planned to be buried in a veterans cemetery.
This number may be a guide to future requests for burials in veterans cemeteries. An estimated 2,836,000
veterans plan to be buried in veterans cemeteries (Table 8-10).

Reasons for choosing to be buried in a VA cemetery were about equally divided between cost and simply
being a veteran. When asked the main reason for choosing a veterans cemetery, about 39 percent said

cost, and about the same percentage said that their veteran status was the basis of their planning on being
buried in a VA cemetery.

Of veterans not planning to be buried in a veterans cemetery, most were aware that the VA provides free
burial in veterans national cemeteries, the most common reasons for not choosing burial in a veterans
national cemetery had to do with preferring burial with other family members or burial close to home.
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Table 8-1. Use of Gl Bill or Other VA Sponsored Training (Numbers in Thousands)

Users of Gl Bill or Other Training

Total - Number Percent
Total Veterans 26,143 10,282 39.3
Sex
Male 25,482 10,007 39.3
Female 661 275 41.6
Age
Under 25 Years 263 56 213
25 -34 Years 2,200 936 42.5
35 -44 Years 5,648 3,068 54.3
45 - 54 Years 4,970 1,773 35.7
55 -59 Years 3,283 1,323 40.3
60 - 64 Years 3,890 1,708 43.9
65 - 69 Years 3,377 998 29.6
70 -74 Years 1,572 282 17.9
75+ and Over ' 941 138 14.7
Race/Origin
‘White 22,575 8,649 38.3
Black 2,103 913 43.4
Hispanic 1,083 516 47.6
Period of Service
Total Wartime 21,790 9,187 42.2
World War T 9,975 3,317 333
Korea 5,337 2,059 38.6
Vietnam 8,175 4,419 54.1
Total Peacetime 4,353 1,096 25.2
Post Vietnam Only 1,506 361 24.0
Other Peacetime 2,847 . 135 25.8
Education
Less than high school 4,849 807 16.6
High school graduate, no college 9,818 2,610 26.6
Some college 5,683 3,174 55.9
College graduate 5,117 3,297 64.4
Personal income in 1986 :
Under $10,000 5,139 1,512 29.4
$10,000-$19,000 5,304 1,597 30.1
$20,000-$39,000 8,327 3,776 453
$40,000 and more 5,284 2,716 51.4

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Numbers do not add to total because
of multiple periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g., served in World
War II and Korea).
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Table 8-2. Homeownership Among Veterans (Numbers in Thousands)

Percent Whose Residence is

Owned Free Owned or
and Clear Mortgaged Rented Rented by
by Veteran by Veteran for Someone
Tptal or Spouse  or Spouse Payment Else
Total Veterans 26,143 32.4 44.9 16.7 3.4
Age
Under 25 Years 263 0.0 8.9 43.2 40.7
25 - 34 Years 2,200 5.2 41.0 39.1 11.1
35 - 44 Years 5,648 7.9 65.0 21.3 2.8
45 - 54 Years 4,970 19.1 62.9 13.8 1.7
55 -59 Years 3,283 38.2 45.4 12.0 1.8
60 - 64 Years 3,890 493 35.2 11.0 1.7
65 - 69 Years 3,377 62.3 22.1 10.8 2.6
70 - 74 Years 1,572 64.3 20.0 10.7 2.6
75 Years and Over 941 70.3 9.2 15.9 3.6
Race/Origin
White 22,575 345 44.8 15.3 2.7
Black - 2,103 16.3 42.0 294 8.5
Hispanic 1,083 23.7 47.1 21.7 . 49
Period of Service
Total Wartime 21,790 35.7 443 15.1 2.3
WwI 9,975 57.1 27.0 11.4 2:2
Korea 5,337 35.0 49.0 12.2 1.2
Vietnam 8,175 9.7 63.8 20.8 2.8
Total Peacetime 4,353 15.8 47.7 249 8.4
Post Vietnam 1,506 4.0 29.8 43.5 20.1
Other Peacetime 2,847 22.1 51.2 15.0 2.2
Personal Income in 1986
Under $10,000 5,139 39.9 22.1 23.6 8.7
$10,000 - $19,999 5,304 41.5 30.1 21.1 4.5
$20,000 - $39,999 8,327 27.0 54.1 16.3 1.4
$40,000 or more 5,284 26.2 65.6 7.2 0.6
Marital Status
Never Married 1,669 19.0 14.2 383 23.7
Married 20,681 353 50.9 11.1 0.6
Divorced/Separated 2,809 12.9 28.8 43.1 9.7
Widowed 966 50.1 15.9 232 7.8

Note: Table excludes veterans who occupied a dwelling without cash payment or
did not answer the question on owning or renting. Hispanic veterans may
be of any race. Numbers do not add to total because of multiple periods
served by some wartime veterans (e.g. served in World War II and Korea).
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Table 8-3. Percent of Veterans Who Currently Live in a VA-Financed Home
(Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Age

Under 25 Years
25 - 34 Years

35 - 44 Years

45 - 54 Years
55-59 Years

60 - 64 Years

65 - 69 Years

70 - 74 Years

75 Years and Over

Race/Origin
White
Black
Hispanic

Period of Service

Total Wartime
WWII
Korea
Vietnam

Total Peacetime
Post Vietnam
Other Peacetime

Personal Income in 1986
Under $10,000
$10,000 - $19,999
$20,000 - $39,999
$40,000 or more

Marital Status
Never Married
Married
Divorced/Separated
Widowed

Percent Who
Owned Free

Used VA to & Clear or Renters

financeor Used Used Used Other  and All

Total | refinance FHA FMHA  Financing Others
26,143 143 5.0 0.5 57.4 22.9
263 4.9 0.0 0.0 4.0 91.1
2,200 15.1 25 1.1 27.4 53.9
5,648 18.4 4.5 0.4 493 21.4
4,970 15.2 6.4 0.3 60.1 18.0
3,283 13.4 5.9 1.2 62.7 16.8
3,890 14.2 4.9 0.0 65.8 15.0
3,377 11.5 6.1 0.5 66.0 15.9
1,572 9.5 3.1 0.1 71.0 16.4
941 6.5 3.9 0.0 69.1 20.5
22,575 13.4 4.8 0.5 60.5 20.8
2,103 20.9 6.5 1.0 29.8 41.9
1,083 18.5 5.9 0.0 46.4 29.2
21,790 14.9 5.0 0.4 59.5 20.2
9,975 12.2 4.9 0.2 66.8 15.9
5,337 15.5 6.4 0.7 61.3 16.1
8,175 18.8 4.5 0.5 49.6 26.6
4,353 11.4 4.3 0.6 46.9 36.3
1,506 12:2: - 1.3 1.4 18.9 66.1
2,847 10.9 6.6 0.2 61.7 20.5
5,139 1.2 3.5 0.4 50.7 38.3
5,304 11.8 4.7 0.3 54.8 284
8,327 20.3 6.6 0.6 531 19.5
5,284 15.6 4.1 0.8 71.0 8.4
1,669 5.7 1.9 0.0 25.7 66.8
20,681 16.2 5.5 0.6 63.8 13.9
2,809 8.0 2.7 0.0 30.8 58.5
966 | 6.4 5.3 1.0 52.0 352

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Numbers do not add to total because of multiple
periods served by some wartime veterans (e.g., served in World War II and Korea).
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Table 8—4. Percent of Veterans Who Have Ever Used the VA Home Loan Program and
Reasons for Not Using it, by Age of Veterans (Numbers in Thousands)

Total 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 6064 65-69 7T0-74 754
Total Veterans 26,143 | 263 2,200 5,647 4,970 3283 3,890 3,377 1,572 941
Veterans who used 8 VA home loan
for this or a previous home 8,962 16 505 2,119 1,661 1,152 1,650 1,196 479 183
Percent of all Veterans 343 6.1 23.0 315 33.4 350 422 350 30.0 195
Veterans who have not used 8 VA home loan 17,181 247 1,695 3,528 3,309 2,131 2,240 2,181 1,093 758
Reason for not using a YA home loan
Total 100.0{ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Insufficient income 6.9 31.9 228 9.1 3.3 3.0 3.1 45 28 44
Insufficient down payment 1.8 3.2 6.5 1.7 1.0 1.5 14 0.5 0.5 1.0
Acquired home without purchasing it 2.2 0.0 i.6 1.5 1.2 L[5 2.4 32 6.8 39
Live with relatives/friends 1.8 25.3 4.8 L5 13 09 0.8 1.0 0.7 1.4
Could not get a loan 14 0.9 1.8 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.2 2.0 0.7 0.6
Do not desire to own - 3.9 14.9 7.8 4.0 31 3.0 2.6 3.1 50 28
Applied and was refused 1.8 4.7 1.2 2.2 2.1 1.2 1.0 1.6 24 1.7
Did not know I was eligible 8.9 5.4 71 19 15.9 6.7 8.8 6.8 56 58
Did not know how to apply 20| 05 54 15 25 08 15 24 12 12
Seller would not sell 23 0.0 1.0 22 3.0 4.4 1.6 2.9 05 04
Home did not qualify 3.1 0.0 2.8 3.8 3.6 43 4.4 1.2 1.7 0.7
VA loan not available in area 0.6 0.0 0.2 0.2 03 1.6 1.3 0.6 0.7 03
Too long to process VA loan g5| 10 55 109 78 99 85 94 87 24
Saving eligibility for later use 41| 29 106 90 30 25 07 14 07 00
Already used VA loan 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.1 01 00
Mortgage paymeants too high 23| 32 17 43 19 26 21 13 02 15
No need for VA home loan 20.5 0.5 8.1 14.4 16.5 n9 254 290 30.0 40.0
Other financing preferred 17.8 0.0 33 16.3 20.7 22.0 22.4 194 221 145
Other 7.8 4.2 6.5 7.1 9.1 5.9 9.3 6.7 7.1 16.1
Don’t know or NA 2.2 1.5 1.3 1.7 2.3 3.6 1.8 3.2 2.5 1.3

Note: Column percentages do not add to 100 because of rounding.
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Table 8-5. Percent of Veterans Who Have Ever Used the VA Home Loan Program
and Reasons for Not Using It, By Race/Origin (Numbers in Thousands)

Total | White Black Hispanic
Total Veterans 26,143 | 22,575 2,103 1,083
Veterans who used a VA home loan
for this or & previous home 8,962 7,784 704 370
Percent of all Veterans 343 344 335 34.2
Veterans who have not used 2 VA home loan 17,181 14,791 1,399 713
Reason for not using a VA home loan
Total ‘ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Insufficient income 6.9 5.8 18.4 9.3
Insufficient down payment 1.7 1.7 2.3 1.6
Acquired home without purchasing it : 2.2 2.1 2:1 2.7
Live with relatives/friends 1.8 1.5 3.9 34
Could not get a loan 1.4 1.2 2.6 1.9
Do not desire to own 3.9 3.6 8.3 3.0
Applied and was refused 1.8 1.5 3.2 3.8
Did not know I was eligible 8.9 8.9 7.0 10.3
Did not know how to apply 2.0 1.9 1.8 2.9
Seller would not sell 23 23 2.6 14
Home did not qualify 3.1 3.2 2.7 2.4
VA loan not available in area 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.9
Too long to process VA loan 8.5 8.9 4.8 6.6
Saving eligibility for later use 4.1 3.8 7.1 5.0
Already used VA loan 0.2 0.2 0.0 ~ 0.0
Mortgage payments too high 2.3 23 13 31
No need for VA home loan 20.5 22.2 13 15.1
Other financing preferred 17.8 18.4 11.2 18.6
Other 7.8 7.8 10.8 6.8
Don’t know or NA 22 2.4 2.0 1.6

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Column percentages do not 2dd to 100 because of
multiple responses for individuals (e.g., served in Korea, United States, and Japan).



Table 8-6. Percent of Veterans Who H
for Not Using it, By Period of

Total Veterans

Veterans who used & VA home loan
for this or a previous home
Percent of all Veterans

Veterans who have not used a VA
home loan

Reason for not using a VA home loan
Total
Insufficient income
Insufficient down payment
Acquired home without purchasing it
Live with relatives/friends
Could not get a loan
Do not desire to own
Applied and was refused
Did not know 1 was cligible
Did not kmow how to apply
Seller would not sell
Home did not qualify
VA loan not available in area
Too long to process VA loan
Saving eligibility for later use
Already used VA loan
Mortgage paymeants too high
No need for VA home loan
Other financing preferred
Other :
Don't know or NA

Total
26,143

8,962
343

17,181

100.0
6.9
1.7
2.2
1.8
1.4
39
1.8
89
2.0
23
3.1
0.6
8.5
4.1
0.2
23

20.5
17.8
1.8
2.2

Gl

ave Ever Used the VA Home Loan Program and Reasons
Service (Numbers in Thousands)

Wartime

Peacetime

Total

Wartime WWII

Korea Vietnam

Total Post— Other
Peacetime Victnam Peacetime|

21,790

8,023
36.8

13,767

100.0
5.9
1.4
2.3
1.2
1.5
35
1.6
7.1
1.7
2.4
3.5
0.7
9.1
3.8
0.2
2.6
22
19.0
8.0

2.6

9975 5,337

3,672 2,106
368 39.5
6,303 3,231
100.0 100.0
3.6 3.5
1.1 1.2
33 2.0
0.9 0.9
1.4 1.2
3.1 28
1.6 1.7
7.0 54
1.6 2.0
1.9 3.8
24 4.8
0.7 1.5
8.4 9.3
0.9 2.1
0.2 03
1.5 2.4
287 23.8
212 188
8.6 8.4
23 3.7

8,175

3,163
38.7

5,012

100.0
9.9
1.9
1.7
1.6
1.7
4.2
1.7
8.0
2.3
2.6
3.8
0.2
9.5
7.7
0.1
3.9

14.4
16.5
7.0
1.8

4353 1,506 2,847

939 230 709
21.6 15.3 249

3,414 1,275 2,139

100.0  100.0 100.0

11.0 25.2 2.5
3.1 6.5 1.1
1.6 1.4 1.7
43 9.0 1.5
1.2 1.3 1.1
58 11.0 23
2.4 25 23

16.0 42 23.0
3.5 59 20
1.8 0.7 25
1.3 1.2 22
0.2 0.0 03
5.8 3.2 13
55 11.5 2.0
03 0.0 0.4
1.2 0.8 1.4

13.5 5.6 18.1

12.8 1.8 19.2

15 69 7.8
L 12 13 11

Note: Column percentages do not add to 100 because of multiple responses for Individuals (e.g., served in
total because of multiple periods served by
some wartime veterans (€.8., served in World War IT and Korea). .

Korea, United States, and Japan). Numbers do not add to

#
i
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Table 8-7. Percent of Veterans Who Have Ever Used The VA Home Loan Program
and Reasons for Not Using It, by Personal Income in 1986

(Numbers in Thousands)
Total
Total Veterans 26,143
Veterans who used a VA home loan
for this or a previous home 8,962
Percent of all Veterans 343
Veterans who have not used a VA
home loan 17,181
Reason for not using a VA home loan
Total 100.0
Insufficient income 6.9
Insufficient down payment 1.7
Acquired home without purchasing it 2.2
Live with relatives/friends 1.8
Could not get a loan 1.4
Do not desire to own ; 3.9
Applied and was refused 1.8
Did not know I was eligible 8.9
Did not know how to apply 2.0
Seller would not sell 2.3
Home did not qualify 31
VA loan not available in area 0.6
Too long to process VA loan 8.5
Saving eligibility for later use 4.1
Already used VA loan 0.2
Mortgage payments too high 23
No need for VA home loan 20.5
Other financing preferred 17.8
Other 7.8
Don’t know or NA 22|

Under  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000
$10,000 19,999 39,999 and more
5,139 5,304 8,327 5,284
1,132 1,632 3,306 2,301
22.0 30.8 39.7 43.5
4,007 3,673 5,021 2,983
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
13.6 9.7 4.4 1.1
1.2 23 23 0.9
4.2 29 1.1 0.5
2.7 2.5 1.3 0.5
1.5 24 1.2 0.5
55 4.0 4.5 1.4
2.2 1.5 1.9 1.6
9.2 2.3 9.3 1.5
1.8 34 2.0 0.9
1.4 1.4 3.0 35
1.6 2.8 4.2 35
0.4 0.5 0.8 0.8
4.5 7.4 10.6 . 11.4
2.2 4.6 5.8 3.7
03 0.2 0.1 0.0
2.2 1.1 3.0 3.2
19.3 21.6 18.0 2.8
13.7 13.9 18.0 27.3
9.1 7.2 15 1.7
4.0 1.4 1.3 1.6

Note: Total includes those not reporting personal income who are not shown separately.
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Table 8-8. Percent of Veterans Who Have Ever Used the VA Home
Loan Program and Reasons for Not Using it, by Marital
Status (Numbers in Thousands)

Total Veterans

Veterans who used a VA home loan
for this or a previous home
Percent of all Veterans

Veterans who have not used a VA
home loan

Reason for not using a VA home loan
Total
Insufficient income
Insufficient down payment
Acquired home without purchasing it
Live with relatives/friends
Could not get a loan
Do not desire to own
Applied and was refused
Did not know I was eligible
Did not know how to apply
Seller would not sell
Home did not qualify
VA loan not available in area
Too long to process VA loan
Saving eligibility for later use
Already used VA loan
Mortgage payments too high
No need for VA home loan
Other financing preferred
Other
Don't know or NA

Total
26,143

8,962
343

17,181

100.0
6.9
1.7
2.2
1.8
1.4
3.9
1.8
8.9
2.0
23
3.1
0.6
8.5
4.1
0.2
2.3

20.5
17.8
7.8
2.2

Never Divorced or
Married Married Separated Widowed
1,669 20,681 2,809 966
152 7,636 920 244
9.1 36.9 32.8 253
1,516 13,046 1,889 722
© 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
16.7 4.6 15.1 6.9
2.8 1.6 2.6 0.8
6.3 1.8 1.3 24
14.1 0.4 2.5 1.1
0.7 1.4 1.8 1.6
15.7 1.8 9.0 52
0.5 2.0 1.1 1.6
4.4 9.2 11.5 6.3
0.6 23 1.4 2.6
1.5 2.6 1.2 0.9
0.6 33 1.6 1.5
0.2 0.7 0.6 0.0
1.2 9.9 4.7 1.6
5.8 3.8 6.5 0.6
0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0
1.0 2.7 1.5 0.7
12.6 222 12.7 273
6.0 19.8 13.2 18.7
8.0 7.4 9.9 11.2
0.9 2.4 1.9 3.2

Note: Total includes those not reporting marital status who are not shown separately.




Total Veterans

18-24 years old
25-34 years old
35-44 years old
45-54 years old
55-59 years old
6064 years old
6569 years old
70-74 years old
75 years and over

Total
.26,143

263
2,200
5,648
4,970
3,283
3,890
3,377
1,572

All Veterans Veterans who have decided on type of burial_w
% who 9 expecting
have decided regular % Y%
on type of {underground) expecting expecting
burial Total burial  mausoleum cremation
42.0 10,967 68.7 3.5 253
25.6 67 54.7 3.8 20.6
22.5 496 51.9 0.0 30.8
28.5 1,612 55.2 1.9 38.7
36.0 1,788 65.8 3.7 21.5
434 1,426 74.1 3.3 22.6
50.7 1,971 71.1 4.0 - 22.0
59.3 2,003 743 4.0 20.4
62.1 977 753 3.0 21.4
41| mﬁ | 62 74.1 7.6 189 |

Table 8-9. Percent of Veterans Who Have D
by Age (Numbers in Thousands)
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ecided on Type of Burial,
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Table 8-10. Indicators of Possible Future Burials in Veterans
Cemeteries and Reasons for Wanting or not Wanting
Burial in a Veterans Cemetery (Numbers in Thousands)

(1) Total Veterans 26,143
2) Veterans who prefér or expect regular (underground)

burial or cremation 22,848

. Plan to be buried in—

3) Veterans National Cemetery 1,919
@ Velerans State Cemetery 917
®) Private Cemetery 15,995
6 Other 3,344
a Don’t know 673
8 Veterans who plan to be buried in a veterans

cemetery = (3) + (4) . 2,836

Main reason for choosing a veterans cemetery

® Cost 1,110 s
(10$) Family/friends buried in veterans cemetery 343 )
(11) Location 192
(12) ‘ Veteran status 1,058
13) Other reason/no answer/don’t know 133
(14) Veterans not planning to be buried in a veterans

cemetery = (1) — (8) 23,307

Aware that the VA provides free burial in
veterans national cemeteries to eligible
veterans and their dependents

(15) Yes 14,040 1
(19 No 8,942
an No answer 325 ‘
(18) Main reason for not choosing to be buried in a i

veterans cemetery (veterans aware that VA provides
free burial in veterans cemeteries to eligible

i

o e N e

veterans and their dependents) ' 14,040 -
(19) Family buried elsewhere 4,641 29
(20) Want to be buried close to home 2,166 ‘;‘ )
(1) Religious reasons 215 &
(22) VA cemetery too far away 1,010 i_
(23) Other problems with veterans cemeteries 261 o
@4 No interest 1,491 b |
25) Other 3,730 &1]

(26) No answer 526
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CHAPTER 9: INCOME, ASSETS, AND LIABILITIES OF VETERANS

The economic resources of veterans determine to a major extent their need for assistance and potential
dependence upon benefits. This chapter describes those resources in the context of socioeconomic
characteristics of veterans. In order to get an accurate picture of the economic condition of veterans, it
is necessary to examine more than just earnings or income, and this chapter focuses on several measures
of financial resources, including family income, sources of income, family assets, and family debt. These
types of inquiries are more extensive than included in previous VA-sponsored surveys.

Family income is total money income from job earnings, own business income, and all income from other
sources for each family member. Other sources of income include pensions, unemployment compensa-
tion, welfare or public assistance, rental income, dividends, social security, and other periodic income
sources. Among the 26 million veterans, 11 percent reported a 1986 family income of under $10,000, and
30 percent had family incomes over $40,000 (Table 9-1). About 48 percent of veterans had incomes
between these ranges. Family income was not ascertained for 11 percent of veterans.

Family income varied among the veterans in many of the same ways that characterize the general popula-
tion and are reported in other surveys. Female veterans tended to have lower family income than male
veterans, perhaps partly because female veterans were less likely to be married than male veterans.

Black veterans had lower family income than white veterans; about 21 percent of black veterans reported
family income below $10,000, and 19 percent reported income above $40,000 (compared with 10 percent
and 31 percent respectively among white veterans).

Because of their smaller families and lower earnings, veterans under the age of 25 and those over 75 years
of age tended to have low family income. Many younger veterans were not married and thus did not have
earnings from a spouse to include in family income. Younger veterans were also less well established in
the labor market and were not as likely to have asset income. The oldest veterans were generally no
longer receiving income from earnings, which reduces total family income.

Family income was relatively high among veterans at ages 35 to 44 and 45 to 54 years old-a time of life
when income from earnings is usually at its peak. Around three-quarters of veterans in these ages
reported family income of over $19,000 per year, and 41 percent reported over $40,000 per year.

Family income varied by marital status and the number of dependents. Almost 80 percent of veterans
were currently married, and this group had the highest family income-35 percent reported family income
of over $40,000. Veterans who were never married, divorced/separated, or widowed were less likely to
report family income of $40,000 or more.

PERSONAL INCOME OF VETERANS

In the 1987 Survey of Veterans, respondents were asked to indicate whether they received income in 1986
from a variety of income sources. Personal income is a summary measure, including earnings from jobs,
net income from business activities, and net income from all other sources. Income from assets, such as
dividends and net rental income, is also included here even if the veteran’s asset or property was owned
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jointly with someone else. Twenty percent of veterans had personal income under $10,000 in 1986 and
another 20 percent had personal income over $40,000 in 1986 (Table 9-2).

Fifty-eight percent of veterans had earnings from a job. Twelve percent of veterans had net income from
their own business. Twenty-five percent of veterans received income from Social Security, and several
other sources of retirement income were cited. About 28 percent of veterans had income from other
assets (exclusive of net rentalincome).

Source of income varied greatly by income level. Social Security was reported by 51 percent of veterans
with less than $10,000 in annual personal income but by only 9 percent of veterans with income over
$40,000. Rental and other asset income was most likely to be reported by veterans with annual incomes
over $40,000, 14 percent of whom had rental income and 51 percent had other asset income.

Sources of income also varied by age (Table 9-3). Predictably, the proportion with income from earnings
declined steadily with increasing age; 89 percent of veterans under age 25 had earnings from a job
whereas only 7 percent of those over 75 had income from earnings. The youngest two age groups (i.e.,
those under age 25 and between the ages of 25 and 34) had the highest proportion receiving unemploy-
ment compensation. With increasing age, receipt of Social Security and other types of retirement income
became more prevalent. Social Security was reported by 28 percent of veterans 60 to 64 years old
increasing to about 90 percent among those over 70 years old. The proportion of veterans reporting
receipt of other asset income also increased with age.

EARNINGS OF VETERANS

The majority of veterans (58 percent) received earnings income in 1986, but the 34 percent with no
earnings partially reflected the high proportion of veterans in the older age groups (Table 9-4). The
proportion without earnings was only 5 percent among veterans under age 25 but increased to 90 percent
among veterans over age 75. For veterans whose personal income was under $10,000, 71 percent re-
ported no earnings, but only 17 percent of veterans with income of $40,000 or more had no earnings.
Female veterans were less likely than male veterans to receive income from earnings; almost one-half of
all female veterans had no earned income, compared with one-third of male veterans.

Among veterans who served during World War II, 38 percent reported that they had no earnings, as did
28 percent of veterans of the Korean conflict. Fourteen percent of Vietnam-era veterans reported no
earnings. Among those who served after the Victnam era, only 7 percent reported that they had no
earnings. Over one-half of veterans with a service-connected disability reported that they had no earn-
ings; 15 percent reported earnings below $20,000; and 27 percent reported earnings over $20,000.

TOTAL FAMILY DEBT OF VETERANS

The 1987 Survey of Veterans asked respondents about outstanding debt in the form of mortgages, car
loans, credit card debt, educational expenses, unpaid medical bills, and back taxes. An attempt was also
made to measure additional debt of the veteran’s spouse and any dependent children. Forty-three per-
cent of all veterans either had no family debt or did not report any debt (Table 9-5). About 6 percent had
total family debt of under $1,000. For another 15 percent debt was between $1,000 and $5,000. Eleven
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percent reported total family debt between $5,000 and $10,000 and 10 percent reported debt between
$10,000 and $19,999. Six percent of all veterans reported family debt which totaled between $20,000 and
$40,000 and 9 percent of veterans had family debt in excess of $40,000.

The amount of family debt was strongly related to age. The older the veteran, the less likely he or she
was to have any reported debt, with one exception. Those under age 25 were less likely to report any debt
than those age 25 to 54. Veterans between 35 and 54 years of age were most likely to have debts in excess
of $40,000. These are ages in which earnings and income are also highest, but so are expenses to buy
houses and consumer goods that go with raising a family. Veterans in the retirement years had the lowest
amount of indebtedness; among veterans over age 75, 84 percent reported no debt compared with 25
percent of those between the ages of 25 and 34. Two-thirds of veterans in their late sixties and 72 percent
of those in their early seventies reported no debt.

Amount of family debt varied by other social and demographic characteristics of veterans, partly reflect-
ing age and family life cycle stages. Sixty percent of veterans with personal income less than $10,000 -
reported no family debt; many of these veterans were elderly. Veterans with personal income of $40,000
or more tended to have the most debt; 22 percent owed more than $40,000.

Also related to amount of family indebtedness was the marital status of the veteran. Widowed veterans
had the lowest amount of debt; 71 percent did not report any debt and an additional 9 percent reported -
family debt of less than $1,000. Many widowed veterans were elderly.

Veterans who were never married also had a low level of indebtedness; 56 percent did not report any debt
and an additional 25 percent owed less than $5,000. The distribution of the amount of indebtedness was
quite similar for veterans who were currently married or who were divorced or separated. Also, the total
amount of family indebtedness appeared to be directly related to the number of dependents in the family.
In general, the more dependents, the higher the amount of family indebtedness.

ASSETS OF VETERANS

Veterans were also asked to report the value of their own assets, other than the value of their primary
residence, as well as the value of any additional assets held by their spouse or dependent children. The
total amount of family assets combines the money value of the following: savings accounts, interest-
carning checking accounts, government, municipal, and corporate bonds, money market accounts and
funds, government securities, certificates of deposit, individual retirement accounts, stocks, and all real
estate other than the primary residence. Almost one-half of all veterans either reported no assets or held
assets valued at less than $5,000 (Table 9-6). At the other end of the spectrum, almost 29 percent
reported assets (other than a primary residence) of $40,000 or more.

Both the presence of any asset income and the value of the assets held rose with income. Among veterans
whose personal income was less than $10,000, 53 percent did not report any assets compared with 32
percent of those with personal income between $10,000 and $19,999, 19 percent of those with income
between $20,000 and $39,999 and only 10 percent of those with income over $40,000. Conversely, 58
percent of those with personal income of $40,000 or more also held assets valued at $40,000 or more
compared with only 13 percent of those with personal income less than $10,000.
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Family assets were not as strongly related to age as family debt, but the two youngest age groups reported
the least family asset holdings. Seventy-six percent of veterans under age 25 and 55 percent of veterans
between the ages of 25 and 34 either did not report any assets or reported less than $1,000 in asset
holdings. For the remaining age groups, the proportion reporting no assets or assets valued at under
$1,000 ranged between 34 percent and 46 percent—with no clear pattern by age. The proportion of
veterans who reported asset holdings in excess of $40,000 was highest among those between 55 and 69
years of age. This sort of pattern, with asset holdings being highest among persons of late middle age, is
typical. Younger persons have not had sufficient time and income to accrue significant asset holdings and
older persons, when they retire, begin to deplete their asset holdings.

Married veterans (the majority of veterans) had the highest reported asset holdings; 31 percent reported
assets in excess of $40,000. Never married and divorced or separated veterans were much less likely to
report assets valued at $40,000 or more. Never-married veterans typically are young a d have not accrued
significant asset holdings. Divorced or separated veterans might have lost family assets that belonged
only to their spouse. In addition, divorce (or separation) itself drains asset holdings. -

The most frequently reported asset is a regular passbook savings account; 58 percent of all veterans
reported having such an account (Table 9-7). Interest-carning checking accounts were next most fre-
quently mentioned asset, reported by 35 percent of veterans. Thirty-one percent of veterans reported
that they had an individual retirement account, and 26 percent said they owned stocks. Around 21 percent
of veterans reported that they had US. Savings Bonds, and a similar proportion reported holding certifi-
cates of deposit. About 19 percent of veterans reported having 2 money market deposit account, and 11
percent reported holding money market funds.

Asset holdings varied significantly by the veteran’s personal income. In each income category the most
frequently reported asset was a passbook savings account. Among those veterans in the three income
categories less than $40,000, the next most frequently reported asset type was the interest- earning check-

ing account. Among those with income over $40,000, the second most frequently reported asset type was
an individual retirement account.

At all ages, holding a passbook savings account was the most frequently reported type of asset (Table
9-8), with pcrccntdgcs ranging from 53 to 63 percent. The proportion who reported an interest-earning
checking account ranged between 27 to 40 percent, depending on age. Having an individual retirement
account was most frequently reported among persons between 45 and 64 years old. Two other asset types
seemed to show a similar significant peak for middle-age veterans: U.S. Savings Bonds and stock
holdings.
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Table 9-1. Total Family Income in 1986 by Sex, Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, Marital
Status and Number of Dependents (Numbers in Thousands)

None,
$1-  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000 Don't Know|
Total Total $9,999 $19,999 $39,999 orMore or NA
Total Veterans 26,143| 100.0 11.0  17.8 305 300 10.6
Sex I3
Male 25,482 | 100.0 10.8 177 304 302 10.9 i
Female 661| 1000 190 209 340 200 6.1 il
Age l
Under 25 years 263| 100.0 406 346 183 1.3 53 i
25 - 34 years 2,200| 100.0 120 229 372  20.8 7.1 5
35 - 44 years 5,648 | 100.0 52 108 363 405 73
45 - 54 years 4970| 1000 66 83 320 410 12.2 i
55 - 59 years 3,283 | 100.0 85 115 285  38.0 13.5 i
60 — 64 years 3,800 | 100.0 102 22.1  29.6  26.6 11.6 i
65 - 69 years 3377| 1000 182 302 261 139  1L6 i
70 - 74 years 1,572| 1000 166 325 244 134 13.1 H
75 years or over 941 1000 346 280 119 103 15.3 _ !;qr;}
Race/Origin :;“
White 22,575 | 1000 102 172 306 310 11.0
Black 2,103| 1000 211 212  29.1 18.7 9.8 i
Hispanic 1,083 | 100.0 91 237 328 267 T ‘
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Table 9-1 (continued). Total Family Income in 1986 by Sex, Age, Race, Hispanic
O(igin, Marital Status and Number of Dependents
(Numbers in Thousands)

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race.

None,
$1-  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000 Don’t Know
Total | Total $9,999 $19.999 $39,999 orMore or NA
Total Veterans 26,143| 1000 1.0 178 305 300 10.6
Marital Status
Never married 1,660 | 1000 258 21.0 215 15 123
Married 20,681 | 100.0 68 156 316 349 114
Divorced or
Separated 2,809 | 100.0 239 244 291 141 8.5
Widowed 966| 1000 370 300 153 9.6 8.1
Number of Dependents | o
Self Only 5793 | 1000 232 227 240 141 16.0 al
One 10,074 | 100.0 9.8 21.6 306 270 11.0 k-
Two 4,174 | 100.0 62 13.6 337 380 8.6 .
Three 3,653 | 100.0 3.5 9.0 342 468 6.6 I8
Four 1,653 | 100.0 51 1.6 313 444 7.6 |
Five or more 798 | 100.0 8.8 9.4 407 340 72 -
1
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Table 9-2. Sources of Income by Total Personal Income in 1986

(Numbers in Thousands)

$1-  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000
Total $9,999 $19,999 $39,999  or more
Total Veterans 26,143 5,139 5,304 8,327 5,284
Percent with $1 more of
Income from:

Earnings 57.6 21.9 53.2 20.7 82.7
Own Business 11.8 6.6 10.8 11.5 22.9
Supplemental Security Income 12 2.8 0.5 03 0.1
Unemployment Insurance 5.0 5.0 6.8 5.7 1.3
Welfare 1.2 2.7 0.9 0.2 0.0
Workers Compensation 2.1 2.1 1.7 2.4 0.5
Social Security 24.6 50.9 384 13.1 9.0
U.S. Military Retirement 5.9 2.8 4.6 6.0 8.9
Civil Service Retirement 33 1.8 52 3.0 2.5
Veterans Compensation 7.8 10.2 9.1 7.1 53
Veterans Pension 2.3 8.8 0.7 0.1 0.2
National Guard/Reserve
Forces Retirement 0.9 0.6 0.3 0.6 0.6
Railroad Retirement Payments 1.3 23 15 0.3 0.2
Other Retirement 13.5 13.7 27.8 8.8 8.9
Net Rental Income 7.4 4.1 4.3 6.1 14.0
All Other Asset Income 28.1 12.5 21.7 28.9 51.1

Note: Total includes those not reporting personal income who are not shown separately.
Percentages add to more than 100 because of multiple sources of income.

im
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Table 9-3. Sources of Income by Age of Veteran (Numbers in Thousands)

Total | <25 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+

Total Veterans 26,143 | 263 2,200 5,648 4,970 3,283 3,890 3,377 1,572 941

Percent with $1 more of

Income from:
Earnings 500| 88.0 858 814 723 620 455 21.0 119 6.6
Own Business 11.8] 9.0 100 138 138 144 121 89 63 3.1
Supplemental Security Income 12| 00 03 o5 o6 1.6 18 18 27 13
Unemployment Insurance sol 92 123 68 49 49 39 1.2 1.6 05
Welfare 12| 23 23 16 07 13 07 09 1.0 07
Workers Compensation 21| 00 32 22 21 16 23 14 12 29
Social Security 246! 00 06 13 27 60 2.6 79.7 902 8.0 :
U.S. Military Retirement sol 00 02 25 83 79 56 82 92 94
Civil Service Retirement 33| 00 00 02 09 24 55 86 102 74
Veterans Compensation 28| 30 30 57 61 64 122 107 111129
Veterans Pension 23| 00 01 03 10 25 17 58 46128 %
National Guard/Reserve i
Forces Retirement o9l o0 05 03 04 10 11 22 19 06
Railroad Retirement Payments 13| 00 00 01 04 15 19 22 3.6 66 r
Other Retirement 35| 00 07 09 22 100 247 368 380 250 e
Net Rental Income 74| 00 22 65 82 88 95 93 59 32 .
All Other Asset Income 28.1] 100 11.4 244 284 288 327 334 37.6 369 1

o

ks

Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because of multiple sources of income.
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Table 9-4. Earnings in 1986 by Sex, Age, Race, Personal Income, Period of Service,
and Presence of a Service Connected Disability (Numbers in Thousands)

$1to  $10,000- $20,000- $40,000 Don’t Know
Total | Total $9,999 $19,999 $39,899 or more None or NA
Total Veterans 26,143| 1000 74 106 259 137 342 8.2
Sex
Male 25,482 | 100.0 7.1 106 262 140 338 8.4
Female : 661| 1000 169 108 - 175 4.1 483 2.4
Age
'Under 25 years 263| 1000 557 225  10.6 00 45 = 66
25 - 34 years 2,200 1000 134 291 359 7.3 8.9 "1 53
35 - 44 years ,® 5,648 | 100.0 67 140 425 182  10.6 . 8.0}
45 - 54 years 4,970 | 100.0 51 103 336 235 184 = 93]
55 - 59 years 3,283 | 1000 . 48 = 86 283 203 261 - - 120
60 - 64 years 3,80 1000 6.9 89 186 1.1 450 95§
65 - 69 years 3,377 | 100.0 9.5 27 6.1 27 728 - 6.2
70 - 74 years ¥ 1,572 100.0 55 . 24 2.2 1.8 .87 . 55
75 years or over : 941 100.0 24 L7 0.5 23 89.7 . .3.6.
Race/Origin : L A
White . 22,5715 | 100.0 69 99 253 145  35.1. 8.4.
Black 2,103| 1000 126 154  29.3 65 303 = 61

Hispanic 1,083 | 100.0 7.6 166 307 119 244 8.9

Personal Income

Under $10,000 ' 5139 1000 219 0.0 0.0 0.0 713 . 68
$10,000 - 19,000 5304 | 100.0 11.0 42.1 0.1 0.0 46.0 1.1
$20,000 - 39,000 8,327 | 100.0 20 . .58 729 0.3 184 0.6
$40,000 or over 5,284 | 100.0 1.0 1.0 13.3 67.4 16.5 0.9
Period of Service
Total Wartime 21,790 | 100.0 7.4 10.6 259 13.7 342 8.2
WWII 9,975 | 100.0 6.5 9.5 252 13.1 37.7 8.0
Korea 5,337{ 100.0 5.5 89 289 17.6 284 10.7
Vietnam .8,175] 100.0 6.3 150 393 17.8 4.4 7.3
Total Peacetime 43531 100.0 11.8 162 298 168 165 ... 89
Post Vietnam ‘1,506 | 100.0 239 29.7  29.0 4.8 6.9 5.7
Other Peacetime 2,847 | 100.0 54 ., 9.1 302 231 21.6 10.5
Service Disability 2,103 | 100.0 6.5 8.1 18.6 83 529 5.5

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race. Numbers do not add to total because of multiple
periods served be some wartime veterans (e.g., served in World War IT and Korea).
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Table 9-5. Family Debt by Sex, Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, Marital Status,
ersonal Income in 1986

Number of Dependents, and P
(Numbers in Thousands)

$1,000- $5,000- $10,000- $20,000-
$9,099 $19,.8%9 $39,999

$1-
Total | Total $999  $4.999
Total Veterans 26,43 | 1000 57 148 112
Sex
Male 25482 | 1000 5.6 149 112
Female 661 1000 75 100 107
Age
Under 25 years 263 | 1000 103 259 19.9
25 to 34 years 2200 | 1000 104 209 18.6
35 to 44 years 49701 1000 42 113 13.7
45 to 54 years 4,968 | 1000 43 142 122
55 to 59 years 3283 | 1000 44 144 12.3
60 to 64 years 3,800 | 100.0 6.8 15.4 9.6
65 to 69 years 3377| 1000 65 108 6.2
70 to 74 years 1,572 | 1000 62 9.6 6.0
75 years or over 941 | 100.0 5.2 6.2 1.9
Race/Origin ;
White 2,575 | 1000 5.3 14.7 11.2
Black 2,103 | 1000 82 167 10.1
Hispanic Origin 1,083 | 1000 8.5 149  13.6

10.1

10.1
10.9

1.6
133
15.1
13.8
10.4

1.2

4.1

2.6

13

9.9
11.1
10.6

None,
$40,000 Don't Know
of More of NA

6.1

6.1
6.5

L5
4.8
10.3
9.1
6.3
3.6
2.4
0.6
0.8

6.0
6.3
6.4

8.8 433
8.9 43.2
5.9 48.5
7.0 33.9
1.5 24.6
11.6 21.7
14.5 31.9
8.3 44.0
7.1 50.3
3.9 66.1
3.5 .5
0.8 83.8
8.8 44.0
6.2 41.4

9.6 36ﬂ
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Table 8-5 (continued). Family Debt by Sex, Age, Race, Hispanic Origin,
Marital Status, Number of Dependents, and
Personal Income in 1986 (Numbers in Thousands)

: None,
$1-  $1,000- $5.000- $10,000- $20,000- $40,000 Don't Know
Total | Total $899 $4.999 $9.999 $19,999 $39.999 orMore o NA

Total Veterans 26,143 | 1000 57 148 112 101 6.1 8.8 433
Marital Status

Never married 1,669 | 100.0 9.1 15.6 9.7 4.7 1.7 3.4 55.7

Married 20,681 | 1000 5.1 14.7 1.5 10.9 6.9 9.9 41.0

Divorced or

Separated 2,809 | 100.0 69 16.7 11.8 10.4 3.9 63 439

Widowed 966 | 100.0 92 8.0 6.2 1.9 2.6 1.1 71.0
Number of Dependents

Self Only 5793 | 1000 7.3 12.5 9.1 5.6 3.0 3.8 58.8

One 10,074 | 1000 53 13.7 8.9 8.1 4.8 7.9 51.2

Two 4,174 | 1000 6.6  17.6 15.5 12.9 8.9 10.2 28.3

Three 3,653| 1000 46 158 15.8 15.6° 8.6 14.0 255

Four 1,653 | 100.0 33 16.5 11.0 16.4 10.6 143 . 218

Five or more 7081 1000 3.1 211 133 16.0 8.9 14.3 233
Personal Income in 1986

Under $10,000 5,139 | 1000 83 15.3 8.2 3.5 2.8 1.9 60.0

$10,000 - 19,999 5304 | 1000 84  17.6 13.4 7.2 35 3.8 46.1

$20,000 - 39,999 g327| 1000 50 185 13.5 143 8.4 9.2 3L1

$40,000 or more 5283 | 1000 32 9.8 11.4 15.7 9.6 219 28.5

Note: Hispanic veterans may be of any race.
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Table 9-6. Family Assats by Sex, Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, Marital Status,
Number of Dependents, and Personal Income in 1986
(Numbers in Thousands)
None,
$1-  $1.000- $5000- $10,000- $20,000- $40,000 Don't Know
g " Total |Total $999  $4.993 $9.999 $19.090 $39,999 orMore  orNA
Total Veterans 26,143 [100.0 82 9.2 5.7 8.1 88 286 31.4
Sex
Male 25,482 {100.0 8.2 9.2 5.7 £.0 87  28.6 31.6
Female 661 {100.0 9.7 10.7 7.9 6.2 134 268 253
Age
Under 25 years 263 [100.0  45.5 13.2 73 1.4 0.5 13 30.8
25 - 34:years 2,200 |100.0 173 19.0 6.7 7.3 40 8.2 37.5
35 .44 years 5,648 |100.0 10.8 13.5 6.5 9.0 81 234 287
45 - 54 years 4,970 {100.0 6.0 9.0 5.6 8.1 100  30.6 30.7
55 — 59 years 3,283 [100.0 4.0 75 5.9 69 100 359 29.8
60 — 64 years 3,890 |100.0 5.3 5.5 5.0 8.1 102 365 29.4
65 — €9 years 3,377 {100.0 7.3 3.3 3.4 g7 86 343 344
70 - 74 years 1,572 {100.0 6.8 1.6 6.4 72 109 287 32.4
75 years or over 941 100.0 53 6.1 79 6.6 g1 255 40.5
Race/Origin :
White 22,575 |100.0 1.1 9.1 5.8 8.1 92 304 29.7
Black 2,103 {100.0 12.7 10.7 6.2 6.8 6.1 8.8 48.7
Hispanic Origin 1,083 |100.0 10.3 9.7 33 6.8 63 262 37.4
Marital Status
© Never married 1,669 |100.0 17.2 14.3 6.4 6.0 52 154 35.6
Married 20,681 {100.0 1.6 8.7 5.1 8.3 9.5 314 28.8
Divorced or ; T
Separated 2,809 {100.0 9.5 10.1 5.7 7.8 63 167 439
Widowed 966 |100.0 2.8 8.4 53 5.7 86 253 439
Number of Dependents
Self Only 5,793 |100.0 9.7 9.3 5.6 1.6 66 206 40.6
One 10,074 |100.0 6.4 6.8 5.5 7.6 102 343 29.2
Two 4,174 100.0 1.3 10.8 62 1.7 8.6 - 316 213
Three 3,653 {100.0 9.3 12.3 6.4 9.6 108  25.6 26.0
Four 1,653 |100.0 12.7 9.9 4.5 8.5 61 234 349
Five or more 798 |100.0 10.5 15.2 55 8.9 52 23 323
Personal Income in 1986
Under $10,000 5,139 |100.0 11.5 7.0 47 6.1 48  13.1 52.8
$10,000 - 19,999 5,304 |100.0 11.8 11.9 13 82 82 205 32.1
$20,000 - 39,999 8,327 |100.0 £.1 13.4 7.5 9.8 122 301 18.8
$40,000 or More 5,283 (100.0 2.2 49 3.8 9.5 1.1 584 10.1
Note: Hispanic veteraps may be of any race.
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Table 9-7. Selected Types of Assets Held by Total Personal Income
in 1986 (Numbers in Thousands)

Total
Total Veterans ' 26,143
Percent with:
Regular—Passbook Savings 57.9
US Savings Bonds 21.0
Money Market Deposit 18.9
C.D./Savings Certificate 20.6
Interest Eaming Checking 34.8
Money Market Fund 10.5
US Government Securities 4.1
Municipal-Corporate Bonds 6.6
Individual Retirement Account - 312
Stocks 26.1
Other Assets 14.4
None 21.7

$1- $10,000- $20,000- $40,000

$9,999 $19,999 $39,998  or More
5,139 5,304 8,327 5,284
40.9 533 64.4 12.4
8.9 15.2 26.1 31.0
10.7 13.3 16.8 33.0
13.5 19.2 18.6 31.1
21.8 28.2 353 54.4
4.9 7.0 7.1 213
2.6 2.0 2.7 8.0
33 2.5 4.0 15.5
9.8 18.5 33.2 61.0

12.0 14.4 25.8 51.6 |

7.2 6.5 13.4 28.0
42.8 26.4 13.3 3.2

Note: Total includes those pot reporting personal income who are not shown

separately. Percentages add to more than 100 because of

multiple asset holdings.
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y Age (Numbers in Thousands)

Total <25 25.34 3544 45-54 55-59 60-64 €5-69 70-74 T5+¢
Total Veterans 26,143 | 263 2,200 5,648 4970 3,283 3,890 3377 1572 941
Percent with:
Regular-Passbook Savings s79| S62 531 600 603 581 574 543 563 628
US Savings Boads 20| 76 175 25 2.0 229 215 197 160 163
Money Market Deposit 189 20 70 137 192 218 219 257 239 25.1
C.D./Savings Certificate 206| 33 78 127 115 215 267 319 307 334
Interest Earning Checking q48| 272 267 329 356 349 363 389 395 328
Moaey Market Fund 05| 29 54 79 105 135 125 140 9.6 117
US Government Securities 4.1 0.7 1.5 19 36 471 52 65 714 1.5
Municipal-Corporate Bonds 66| 0.0 16 38 S8 69 102 105 94 80
* dividual Retirement Accoun ~ 31.2 1.9 161 292 391 449 420 263 103 4.4
ocks 26.1 1.0 152 264 285 298 287 7213 234 19.8
Other Assets 44| 107 94 154 174 162 146 132 115 80
None 217] 285 341 22 207 200 183 219 196 174
Note: Percentages add to more than 100 because of multiple asset holdings.
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Appendix I Sampling Statement

The estimates in this report are based on data obtained from the 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV ). The
selected sample consists of 11,439 veterans identified in the Current Population Survey’s (CPS) 1980
redesign sample. Veterans Were selected from the CPS rotation groups finishing their last CPS interview
from May 1986 through January 1987, and from one-seventh of the rotation group finishing in April 1986.
Only those veterans identified to be in the General Purpose Sample (GPS) areas were included. Of the
11,439 veterans, approximately 10,630 were eligible for interview, and 9,442 were interviewed. Ineligible
persons included those still on active duty and others considered veterans in CPS but not by the definition
of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The monthly CPS deals mainly with labor force data for the civilian noninstitutional population. Ques-
tions relating to labor force participation are asked about each member 14 years old and older in every
sample household. The CPS 1986 sample is spread over 529 Primary Sampling Units (PSUs) across the
Nation. From this sample, approximately 59,000 occupied households were eligible for interview each
month. Of this number, 2,600 occupied units, on the average, Were visited; but interviews were not
obtained because the occupants Were not found at home after repeated calls or were unavailable for some
other reason. In addition to the 59,000 there were also about 10,800 sample units in an average month
which were visited but were found to be vacant or otherwise not to be interviewed.

The estimation procedure used for the CPS data involves the inflation of weighted sample results to
independent estimates of the civilian noninstitutional population of the United States by age, race, and
sex. These independent estimates are based on statistics from decennial censuses; statistics on births,
deaths, immigration, and emigration; and statistics on the strength of the Armed Forces.

The GPS (which is a subset of CPS) represents a national sample of households. There were fifty CPS
self-representing PSUs which were designated as self-representing for GPS. The remaining CPS strata
were formed into 43 GPS "superstrata." Three strata per superstratum were then selected with probabili-
ties proportionate o the stratum size. The GPS nonself-representing PSUs are the CPS sample PSUs
Jocated in these selected strata. Thus, GPS has a total of 179 PSUs.

The estimation procedure for SOV III data involved an adjustment to the CPS final weights. First, the
CPS weights are adjusted to reflect that the SOV 1II sample was taken from 9 and 1/7 months of sample
where 8 months represents one CPS national sample. Next, a GPS adjustment for unequal selection
probabilities is made to reflect the fact that the CPS within-PSU samp ing interval is used, but the GPS
sample areas Were used. Finally, the weights are adjusted for nonresponse cases. Note that the results
were not adjusted to independent veteran population counts. (See the discussion of Nonsampling Error.)

£l

" Reliability of the Estimates. Since the estimates in this report are based on a sample, they may differ
somewhat from the figures that would have been obtained if a complete census had been taken using the
same questionnaires, instructions, and enumerators. There are two types of errors possible in an estimate
based on a sample survey-sampling and nonsampling. The standard errors provided for in this report
primarily indicate the magnitude of the sampling error. They also partially measure the effect of some



nonsampling errors in response and enumeration but do not measure any systematic biases in the data.
The full extent of nonsampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular care should be exercised in
the interpretation of figures based on a relatively small number of cases or on small differences between
estimates.

Nonsampling Error. Nonsampling errars can be attributed to many SOUrces, €.g, inability to obtain
information about all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, difference in the interpretation of
questions, inability or unwillingness to provide correct information on the part of respondents, inability
to recall information, errors made in collection such as in recording or coding the data, errors made in
processing the data, errors made in estimating values for missing data, and failure to represent all units
with the sample frame (undercoverage).

Undercoverage in the CPS results from missed housing units and missed persons within sample house-
holds. Overall undercoverage, as compared to the level of the decennial census, is about 7 percent. Itis
‘known that CPS undercoverage varies with age, sex, and race. Generally, undercoverage is larger for
males than females and larger for Blacks and other races than for Whites. For CPS, ratio estimation to
independent age-sex-race population controls, as described previously, partially corrects for the bias due
to survey undercoverage. However, biases exist in the estimates to the extent that missed persons in
missed households or missed persons in interviewed households have different characteristics than inter-
viewed persons in the same age-sex-race group. Further, the independent population controls used for
CPS have not been adjusted for total undercoverage in the 1980 census, which was estimated at 2 percent
of the population. However, an adjustment for undercoverage differentials by age, sex, and race is made.

Errors in coverage in SOV III result from failure to identify respondents as veterans in CPS, lost CPS
control cards which were used to locate sample veterans, and misclassification of CPS veterans as either
eligible or ineligible based on the definition of the Department of Veterans Affairs. The net misclassifica-
tion rate was estimated in the reinterview program to be approximately 0.6 percent. This implies a 0.6
percent undercoverage of veterans in the survey due to misclassification.

Sampling Variability. The standard errors given in the following tables are primarily measures of sam-
pling variability, that is, of the variations that occurred by chance because of a sample rather than the
whole of the population was surveyed. The sample estimate and its estimated standard error enable one
 to construct confidence intervals, or ranges that would include the average results of all possible samples
with a known probability. For example, if all possible samples were selected, each of these surveyed
under essentially the same general conditions and using the same sample design, and an estimate and its
estimated standard error were calculated from each sample, then:

1. Approximately 68 percent of the intervals from one standard error below the estimate to one
standard error above the estimate would include the average results of all possible samples.

2. Approximately 95 percent of the intervals from two standard errors below the estimate to two
standard errors above the estimate would include the average results of all possible samples.

The average estimate derived from all possible samples is or is not contained in any particular computed
interval. However, for a particular sample, one can say with a specified confidence that the average
estimates derived from possible samples are included in the confidence interval.




Comparability with Other Data. Caution should be used in comparing estimates from SOV I with
other surveys. Data obtained from SOV [I1 and other surveys ar¢ not entirely comparable. This is due
in large part to differences in survey objective, month of interview, conditioning of respondents, mode of
interview, interviewer experience, and estimation procedures. This is an additional component of error

not reflected in the standard error tables.

Note When Using Small Estimates. Caution should be used when summary measures (such as means
and percent distributions) are computed on a small base. Because of the large relative standard errors
involved; there is little chance that summary measures would reveal useful information when computed
on a small base. Also, for estimates with a small base, especially for estimates based on ten Of fewer
sample cases, the standard error given by the standard error table or the standard error formula may not

accurately reflect the true standard error.
standard Errors of Estimated Numbers. The standard error of an estimated number can be approxi-
mated by the following formula:

cx=\/a1{2+bx

X is the size of the estimate. In this survey, for all characteristics, 2 = -0.00024 and b = 6216.

Standard Error Formulas and Their Use. In order to derive standard errors that would be applicable
to a large number of estimates and could be prepared at 2 moderate cost, a pumber of approximations
were required. Therefore, instead of providing an individual standard error for each estimate, a general-
ized set of standard €ITOTS is providcd for the characteristics. As a result, the sct of standard errors
provided gives an indication of the order of magnitude of the standard error of an estimate rather than

the precise standard error.
Illustration of the Computation of the Standard Error of an Estimated Number. Suppos¢ that the

sample shows that there were 910,000 veterans who were exposed t0 combat. Using the formula from
above, the approximate standard error on an estimate of 910,000 is

_0.00024 (910,000) 2, 216 (910,000 = 73,877

The 68 percent confidence nterval as shown by this data i from 836,123 to 983,877 (910,000  73,877).
A conclusion that the average estimate derived from all possible samples lies within a range computed in
this way would be correct for roughly 68 percent of all possible samples. The 95 percent confidence

interval for this example is from 762,246 to 1,057,754 (910,000 * 2 times the standard error).

Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages. The reliability of an estimated percentage, computed using
sample data for both pumerator and denominator, depends on both the size of the percentage and the

size of the total upon which this percentage is based.



The approximate standard error of a pcrccntage estimate “(y,p) can be computcd in two ways It may
be obtained by using the following formula 3

a b
(y,p) = .—\// - . p (100-p)
y

“'Here, y is the size of the subclass of vcterans which is the base of the percentage, p is the percentage
(© € p < 100),andbis 6,216. Alternatively, standard errors may be approximated by mtcrpolatmn
from Appendix Table I-1. The standard errors in Appendix Table I-1 were computed using the above

formula. Direct computanon of the standard errors using the formula will give a more accurate result
- than the use of the table. Standard errors for intermediate values not shown in this table may be approxi-
mated by linear interpolation. .

Tllustration of the Computation of the Standard Error of a Percentage. Suppose that the sample shows
that there are 8,145,000 Vietnam veterans, and of those veterans, suppose 7,534,000 or 92.5 percent were
employed. Using the above formula, the standard error on the estimated 92.5 percent is

6,216

o L _ :
ty/p) = (92.5) (100 - 92.5) = 0.7 percent

8,145,000

Conscqucntly, the 68 percent confidence interval is from 91.8 to 93.2 percent (92.5 plus and minus one
standard error), and the 95 percent confidence interval is from 91.1 t0 93.9 pcrccnt (925 plus and minus
two standard errors). ' ; - :

Stanidard Errors of a Différence. For 4 dLEferenoe between two sample esumates the standard error may
bc_approxunatqd by

Ty =, X o+ X

~where % and % are the standard errors of the estimates x and y. This will represent the actual standard

error quite accurately for the difference between two estimates of the same characteristic in two different
- areas, or for the difference between separate and uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. If,
however, there is a high positive correlation between the two characteristics, the formula will overesti-
mate the true standard error. -

" [llustration of the Computation of the Standard Error of a Difference. Suppose that the sample shows
that 31.3 percent of the veterans come from the Vietnam-era period of service and that 38.2 percent come
from the World War II period of service. The observed percentage difference between these two war

“eras is 6.9 perccnt Using the formula for the standa:d error of perczutages the standard error for




Vietnam era is 1.3, and the standard error for World War I is 1.2. Therefore, using the above formula
the standard error of the difference is

_\Kaz + 322 = 1.8

Consequently, the 68 percent confidence interval is from 5.1 to 8.7 percent, and the 95 percent confidence
interval is from 3.3 to 10.5 percent.

Standard Error of a Median. The sampling variability of an estimated median depends on the form of
the distribution as well as the size of its base. An approximate method for measuring the reliability of a
median is to determine an interval about the estimated median, such that there is a stated degree of
confidence that the median based on all possible samples lies within the interval. The following proce-
dure may be used to estimate the 68 percent confidence interval of a median based on sample data.

1. Determine, using the formula for standard errors of percentages, the standard error of the esti-
mate of 50 percent from the distribution.

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard error determined in step (1).

3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, calculate the confidence interval corresponding to the
two points established in step (2).

A 95 percent confidence interval may be determined by finding the values corresponding to 50 percent
plus and minus twice the standard error detcrmined in step D). '

Hlustration of the Computation of a Confidence Interval for a Median. Suppose that income for all
male veterans who reported income is distributed as shown in the table below, and the estimated median
income is $13,099.

Number Percent Cumulative
(Thousands) Percent
Total 22,414 100.0 -
None 1,035 406 4.6
Less than $ 5,000 T 2,609 119 16.5
$ 5,000 to $ 9,999 4,142 185 35.0
$10,000 to $14,999 5,413 242 592
$15,000 to $19,999 4,636 20.7 79.9
$20,000 to $29,999 3,031 13.5 934
$30,000 or over 1,488 6.6 100.0

1. Using the formula for the standard error of estimated percentages, the standard error of 50
percent on a base of 22,414,000 is about .83.



2. To obtain a 95 percent confidence interval on an estimated median, add to and subtract from 50

. percent twice the standard error found in step (1). This yields percentages of 4834 and 51.66.

. The closest percentages corresponding to limits 4834 and 51.66 available from the above distribu-
tion are 35.0 and 59.2, respectively. From the above distribution it can be seen that 35 percent of
veterans have incomes less than $10,000. Also 24.2 percent have income from $10,000 to $14,999.
By linear interpolation, the lower and upper limits of the 95 percent confidence interval for the
_median are as follows: ’

48.34 - 35.0
lower 10,000  + (14,999 - 10,000) = §12,756
242
51.66 — 35.0
wpper 10,000  + (14,999 - 10,000) = $13,441

24.2




APPENDIX TABLE I-1.

Base of
Estimated
Percentage
(thousands)

10
25

50

75

100
250
500
750
1,000
2,500
5,000
10,000
20,000
25,000

Estimated percentages

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED
PERCENTAGES FOR SOV lll

10or99 20r98 5o0r95 10o0r g0 250r75 50
7.8 11.0 17.2 23.6 34.1 39.4
5.0 7.0 10.9 15.0 21.6 24.9
3.5 4.9 1.7 10.6 15.3 17.6
2.9 4.0 6.3 8.6 12.5 14.4
2.5 3.5 5.4 7.5 10.8 12.5
1.6 2.2 3.4 4.7 6.8 7.9
1.1 1.6 2.4 3.3 4.8 5.6

0.82 1.3 2.0 24 3.9 4.5
0.78 1.1 1.7 2.4 3.4 39
0.50 0.70 1.1 1.5 2.2 2.5
0.35 0.50 0.77 1.1 1.5 1.8
0.25 0.35 0.54 0.75 1.1 1.2
0.17 0.25 0.38 0.53 0.76 0.88
0.16 0.22 0.34 0.47 0.68 0.79




Appendix I: Reprint of Questionnaire




__—————"_—f OMB No. 2900-0478: Approval Expires June 30, 1988
NOTICE — Your report 10 he Bureau of the Census is
confidential by law {Title 13, U.S. codel. It may be
seen only by swom Census employees and may be
used only for statistical purposes.

rorm SOV-21

(1-30-871

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

1987

SURVEY
OF

S — = VETERANS

[ Telephone
[ personal visit

ERERRRE:E
] personal visit
S e [ =
D Personal visit
S e
[0 persanal visit

| [ Telephone a.m.
[ personat visit p.m

B. NEW ADDRESSITEI.EPHONE NUMBER

7. Number and street 8. Telephone number is —
a.Area code  Number

2. Gy | \ | Wi | l [jj—_—)[[]'__][j:\j]

b.1JHome
4. State 5, ZIP code 20 Work
1[0 Other — Specify
C1. RECORD OF TELEPHONE INTERVIEW [EEEER D. DESCRIPTION OF CONTACT
4. Time began |2. Time ended  |3. Length of interview 3. STATUS OF INTERVIEW

ey i Em 006 |1 [ sample person is eligible and interviewed
oot Minutes

, ] Sample person is ineligible

p.m. p.m.
, 0] Sample person is eligible and
. Month Dlav Yeer noninterview — Complete D2
&. Date completed — [ 002 1 ' B 1; 7 + ) Sample person noninterview — Complete D2
| | |

2, NONINTERVIEW REASON

C2. RECORD OF PERSONAL VISIT INTERVIEW E 1JRefused

1. Time began | 2. Time ended 3. Length of interview [ Unable to perticipate (mental or physical problem)
a[J Unable to locate
a.m. e.m.[ 003 | Dj:lminutes 4[] Temporarily absent
p.m. p.m. s 0] Moved outside Assignment Area (PSU)
&[] Deceased

4. Date completed — = [ 004 | : %Ig:;i::monalized
NOTES
E. OFFICE USE ONLY
288 A
287
988 ]
=

l 58




1. How oid are you today?

T
i
|
NOTE: If sample person ‘s age is diffarent by 5 years
ﬁommcmonmhbet,veﬂfvwmmemd E D:]‘l’eari
sddress, to make sure the cormect person is baing

i
interviewed. l
9. @ex — Ask only if the sex of the sample parson 508 M
cannot be determined by the name. :-:’\ ;EIF:r:;Ie
- ]
3a. Wuﬂdywehﬁfvmrmn(madmw E 1O White?
categonies] — I 20 Block?
' 3 Aslan or Pecific lzlander?
i +[0 American Indlan, Alout, Esitima?
: s [] Other?. :
b. Are you of 8penish or Hispenic origin or deecent? 515 | 1[0 Yes
| 200 No
: |
4a. EXCLUDING sny time you may have ssrved for I:ou +] Yes — ASK b
umoﬂmwﬁhﬂnm'u
the National Guard, have you ever eerved en : 200 No — SKIP to 6a, page 3
ective duty in the Unlted States Armed Ferees? i
i
b. Are you on active duty now? E1_2_I 100 Yes —Mark code 2, “’Sample person is
b inaligible”’ in cover itern D1 and
! END INTERVIEW
1 20No
Refer to tem 1, Age, pege 2.# blank refer 013 | ,[127 of younger — ASK categories 8— 10in 4c
to age on label. \ 20128-38 — ASK categories 8— 10 in 4c
- 1 3[139—47 — ASK categories 7— 10 in 4c
BNt e iAo ! +[148—82 — ASK categories 6 10 in 4c
1 s[]63—55 — ASK categories 56— 10in 4c
! ¢[166—62 — ASK categories 4— 10 in 4c
1 ;[ 63—84 — ASK categories 3— 10 in 4c
! s[185 — ASK categories 2— 10 in 4c
: o] 86 and oider — ASK categories 1—10in 4¢
4c- l'mgolnstoruda.ﬂmdﬂm.pmm 1014 I 1meww“l_wws'1s17

you. Pleese tell me which pericds you served
on ective duty. (Read the answer categories
specified in Check ltem A above.)

Did you serve during any other perdoda?
Mark (X) all that apply.

2] World Wer | — from
April 8, 1917 through November 11, 1818
3 [ Between Werld Wers | and 11 — from
November 12, 1818 through
September 16, 1840
2 Worid War Il — from
Beptomber 18, 1940 through July 26, 1947
s (] Between World War Il end Koreen Conflict —
from July 28, 1847 theough Junoe 26, 18560

o[ Korean Confiict — from
Jm27,1950thumn31.1955
:E 700 Between Koreen Confilct end Vistnam Era —
@ mm1_.1assmhw4,1m
o0 Vietnam Era — from '
ms.'lmMM?JOTE -
o] Post-Vietnam Era — from A4
ﬂqs.nwsmwmm :
E 10 Post-Vietnam Era — from 4
1 ms.wsounmhpfm

Refar to ltem 4c above. ‘ 917 | 1(0Yes — ASK 5a

Did the sample person serve in the Post- =

Vietnam Era from 9/8/80 through 2LINo — SKiPt0 5¢
present only?

(is code 10 the ONLY entry in 4c?)

e = - —

Ba. Did you serve on ective duty at least 2 years? 918 ] 1[1Yes — SKIPtoc
200No ‘

b. Wers you discharged for a service-connected 019
modlalmdlﬂon.uulm-ddﬂpem.orndn
) convenlence of the government?

100 Yes — SKIP to Check item F, page 3

20 No — Mark code 2, “"Sample person
is ineligible"’ in cover item D1
and END INTERVIEW

Sl e 2

o SR s W np SR

c. Whﬂtypcolduehamdld'wm? 020

For enample, was it an honorable, dishonorable,
or some other type of discherge?

1+ O] Honorable — SKIP to Check item F, page 3

2 [0 Dishonorable — Mark code 2, ““Sample person
i is ineligible’’ in cover item D1
and END INTERVIEW

a[J Other — SKIP to Check Item F, page 3

Page 2 ] FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)




68. Did you ever serve in the National Guard or on
other reservist type duty? -

oz ]

10Yes — ASKDb ‘

2[INo — Mark code 2, “*“Sample person is’
ineligible’’ in cover item D1 and
END INTERVIEW -

b. While you were in the National Guard or

resutt of your National Guard or Milltary
Reserve T

Military Reserve unit wers you ever called into 022 | ,[Yes — SKIPto Check ltem C
the regular armed forces for active duty NOT ll 2,0ONo
COURNTING the 4 to 6 months duty for initial 1
tralning or yearly summer camp? :
I
€. Did you ever receive a Medical Discharge as & l T

1O Yes — GO to Check Item C

200 No — Mark code 2, “*Sample person is
ineligible "’ in cover item D1and
END INTERVIEW

Refer to item 1, Age. If blank, refer to age
on label.

Sample person is aged —

1+ [0 27 or younger — ASK categories 9— 10in 6d
,]28—238 — ASK categories 8—10in 6d
a[139—47 — ASK categories 7—10in 6d
+[]48—52 — ASK categories 6— 10 in 6d
s[153—55 — ASK categories 5—10in 6d
6156 —62 — ASK categories 4—10in 6d
.[163—84 — ASK categories 3— 10in 6d
o185 — ASK categories 2— 10 in 6d

Refer to items 6b and 6c.

served on active duty. If 6¢ is marked ‘“Yes,”’ ask
when served in the National Guard or Reserves.

6d. 1’'m going to read a series of time periods to
you. Please tell me which periods you (served
on ACTIVE DUTY/eerved in the Natlonal Guard
or Military Reserves). (Read the answer
categories specified in Check Item C above.)

Did you sarve during any other periods?
Mark (X) all that apply.

If item 6b is marked ‘‘Yes, "’ ask when sample person

| 024
|

|

1

I

|

|

|

|

|

|

\

|

!

| 026 l

o186 and older — ASK categories 1— 10in 6d.

+ ] Before World War | — before April 6, 1917
[ World War | — from .

April 6, 1917 through November 11, 1918
[ ] Between World Wars | and 11 — from

November 12, 1918 through
September 15, 1940

+[J World War Il — from
September 16, 4940 through July 25, 1947

5[] Batween World War 11 and Korean Conflict =
from July 26, 1847 through June 26, 1 950

&[0 Korean Conflict — from
June 27, 1850 through January 31,1955

, 0] Between Kotrean Conflict and Vietnam Era —
-~ from February 1, 1955 through August 4, 1964

a0 Vietnam Era — from August 5, 1964 through
May 7, 1875

¢ Post-Vietnam Era — from .
May 8, 1975 through September 7, 1980

101 Post-Vietnam Era — from
September 8, 1 880 through present

Refer to item 6c above.

Did the sample person receive a medical
discharge?

(Is code 1 marked in 6c¢?)

4 Yes — SKIP to Check ltem F
2[0No — GO to Check ltem E

Refer to item 6d above.

Did the sample person serve in the
Post-Vietnam era from 9/8/80
through present only?

{Is code 10 ONLY marked in 6d?)

10 Yes — ASK7
2 No — SKIP to Check Item F

7. Excluding the 4 to 6 months duty for initial
training or yearly summer camp, did you serve
st least 2 consecutive years of active duty?

\DYéS i

2CINo — Mark code 2, ““Sample person is
ineligible’” in cover item D1 and
END INTERVIEW

Were questions 1 through 7 conducted
by telephone?

10 Yes — ASK 8 -
20No — SKIPto 9, page 4

8. Thank you for answering these questions.
1 would like to visit you to ask further
questions about your experiances since you
ieft the military. When would be the best time
for me to visit?

Date Time

a.m.

!
|
|
|
|
| p.m.

Verify sample person’s address. Repeat scheduled date and
time. Thank respondent and END THE INTERVIEW.

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)
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d

INTRODUCTION
: that interview now.

Read the introduction for those persons who weré screened by telephone. :
— As you recall, we spoke over the tatophone on (Date in cover item C1.). 1’d lika to complete

8. Whatls your soclal ncurlty number?

T 0]

40. How did you FIRST enter the military
service, were you drafted or did you
oniist?

LCEY @ 1 O Drafted

2 [l Enlisted (Includes persons who were in the
National Guard or other rgservist type duty)

91. In which branch o branches of the Armed Forces
did you serve on active duty? i

Woere you in any 'other branches?
Mark (X) all that apply. E

:l_u_'—aa__l sOArmy
® 200 Navy
aJ Air Force

4] Marine Corps
5[] Coast Guard
| 034 | o] Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC)
« 7] Women's Army Corps (WAC)
o] Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency
Service (WAVES)
s) Navy Nursing Corps (NNC}
:E +o[] Air Force Nursing Corps (AFNC)

i

‘E 110 Women's Air Force Service Pilots (WASPS)
s 1200 Coast Guard Women's Reserve (SPARS)

! 130 Other

',E 1alJDon’t know

:

|

12. At the time you wers last released or discharged
from active duty were you — (Read categories)

038 | ; [J A commissioned officer?
2 O A warrant officer?
2 0 in the enlisted ranks?

43a. Whet was the date of your last release from
military service?

]
1
|
]
1
|
o5 L1 Month

E 1 [ Don't know

i
@ [D Year
:__"—f_T_\ 1 [JDon't know

b. When did you first enter milttary service?

toa) [ 1 Jwonen

@ 1 O Don"t know

Foes [T Jver

048 | ;[ Don't khow
i

Read the paremhetf'cal' phrase if the sample person
was in the National Guard or the Reserves.

€. in total, how many years of active duty military
service have you served? If you served for more
¢han one period, include the total time for il
parvice periods. (if your gorvice was lna National
Guard or o Military Reserve Unit, count only the
time you were called up tor active duty. Do NOT
count the 4—6 months duty for initial tralning or
yearly summer camps.)

Mark (X) only one.

{047 |

10 Less than 1 year
200 1—2 years
a{13—6 years
a[)6—10 years
s[111—15 years
6] 16—20 yesrs
20 21—30 years
e[] 31 years or more
a1 None

]
|
|
1
|
i
|
]
|
|
]
'
! 1o Don't know

1448. Are you now married, widowaed, divorced,
separated or have you never been
married? :

1 O Married

2 C1Widowed
1 [ Divorced
4 [ Separated
s [ Never married — SKIP to 16a, page 5
¢ ) Refused — ASK b

ASK b

b. At the time you first entered the Armed Forcas,
were you married, widowed, divorced, separated,
or had you never been married?

|
[
|
A4 4 Separated
|
{
L

1[0 Married
2] Widowed
2 Divorced

&[] Never married
s[J Refused

|

Page 4
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) 1l .
Refer to item 6¢ on page 3. If blank, ask *‘before I 080 ¥

. {
going on active duty in the Armed Forces. “If “*Yes,”’ 103No formal schooling. - - -« - - o2 ¢ 1 |44
ask *“before receiving your medical discharge from 2] Elementary school (grades 1—8) §
the National Guard/Reserves." HIGH SCHOOL ' 1"
GIVE THE SAMPLE PERSON THE ST . womr 5 S B e dcmns i
FLASHCARD BOOKLET. e TOMI e woaie s B 5508w = , SKiPto | i

158. I'll be referring to this booklet for the rema N R PRSP ahe il
of our interview for answers 10 . 61 12th. o s veerannmn e it

1
1
I
1
\
|
I
|
|
Pleass turn to flashcard number 1. = 20 Tradelt_achnicallvocational i
What was the highest grade ov yeer of school : after igh: school... ..t sie% 4 ‘ '
1
l
l
1
|
I
1
1
1
1

you had actually completed bsfore (going on COLLEGE
active duty in the Armed Forces/recelving your glJC1 — SKiPtoc
medical discharge from the National o0C2
Guard/Reserves)? w0Cc3

n[Jc4 ASK b
120C5
13(JC6 +

b, What type of degree did you recsive upon the ‘:_6__5-"__] sy O Associste’
s degree
completion of your college courses? 2 (1 Bachelor's degree

]

i

1 3 [ Master's degree I
' 40Ph.D. '
I

|

]

1

s 1None
¢ [JOther

€. Tum to flashcard number i. 082

What Is the highest grade or year of school you

1O No formal schooling. . .. «.« .- \
have aver completed?

203 Elementary school (grades 1—8) ‘ll
HIGH SCHOOL . ™

SKIP to i
L —l b
0 12th. o ovcien e
7] Trade/technical/vecstional
after high school............ ) i
COLLEGE
sJC1 — SKIPto 168 h
sJC2 _ 0
wC3 b

wca GO to Check ltem G
12[0C5
1adJCc6+ f

Refer to 158 and 15¢ above. 1 063 | 1[]Yes — SKIPto 162 %
|
\
I
i
i
Coes |
|
i
1
|
i
I
i
|
|
1

Has the sample person maintained 20Ne — ASKd
the same lavel of education?

(Are the entries in 15a and 15¢ the same?)

15d. Whet typs of degres did you recelve upon the 54

N - |
ition of your college cou , 1 [] Associate’s degree

2 0 Bachslor's degree i
s Ol Master's degree ‘
4OPh.D.
s JNone
¢ [ Other

16.- gh“. on lcﬂv?n duty, did you serve ONLY inthe 056 +OYes — SKIPto Check Item H, pege 6

20No

\
Tum to flashcard number 2. @

b. tn which of these pleces did you serve, sall in,
or fly missions over while on active duty In the

1 United States :
20 Europe lincluding Sicily, Turkey, and the

|
|
1 Mediterranean)
United States Armed Forces? : s North Affica
If on board ship in .surrounding waters, mark the : +J Vietnam
nearest geographical area. " [ Laos or Cambodia
Did you serve In any other places? | ¢ Thailand
Mark (X) all that apply. :‘E 70 South China Sea
. &[] China, Burma, India
! 90 Korea

088 | 1o[]Japan
tl . 110 South Pacific
120 indian Ocean
089 | 13[] Hawaii, Midway, other islands in North Pacific
* 14 Other
180 Don't know

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)

Page 5



17. Nhumnﬁmm,ﬂdmmhw
expoeed to combat?

“reteased from the National Guard/Reserves.
20.

I
:,E 10 Yes — SKIP to Check ftem H
i 20No
| a0 Don"t know
1
18. Even though you were not in combat, were you :
ever stationad in @ war zone’ i081] [Oves
' ' 20No
! a0 Don't know
1
1
Refartoitem4conpage2.anditam6d
on pege 3. 'I:‘ 082 | {[JYes — ASK 19
Did the sample person serve during the i 20No — SKIPto 20
VjemarnEm? 1
(is code B *“Vietnam Era’ marked in 4c or 6d7) i
I
19. Hmmwmnmum'lor |
wtoh-hieidﬂum-ﬂlu :_;_“;_3——‘ 10 Yes
Agent Orenge st e VA medical centes? : 2ONo
'!
k@rmm&,m&”mwﬁ"ﬂmm i
ACﬂVEDUTYh:heArmdFanest"Yos,"’ask 084

1Dw-t-td¢lmdmofm
mmmuwmm

RNow, I'dﬁumﬂmnmmm
yurhndﬂl.cﬂnpond_mpnphmm.
wuidyouuyﬂutyowhodﬂlhoxul-m,
very good, goad, fair, or poos?

Mark (X) only one.

1
In-hatmmyouhﬂuh-udhom { X .
MCTNEDUTYhﬁnMMM 1 . (] MiEitary retirement for length of service
Ratione! Guerd/Resesves)? { or more years)
Read st and mark (X) enly one. ! 3 [0 Medical release
\ 4 Dﬂiihly wartiTeT ment for m‘v
! & [] Released dus to maTiage, pregnancy, o
1 children
\ & [] Other releass
: 70 Don‘t know
'.
21. L

1[0 Excellent
2 Very good
a[] Good

4[] Fair

s} Poor

8] Don’t know

22s. NMMIMNMMM
kupsyoufrun-ukhgttal?

100 Yes — SKIPtoe
200 No

b.mmm-mummm
mmmmmmmm
qu

100 Yes — SKIPto e
200 No

G.MmmhMYWAYhmdﬁenoi
mﬂﬁmwhﬂumdmihm
mmﬁamum

 condition? )

10 Yes — SKIPto e
20 No

d.mMWhANYHAYhmm
md-ﬁﬂﬁvwmm‘?

1] Yes
,[] No — SKIP to Check ltem |, page 7

e. Hu&nhﬁniuﬁmmdkuwﬂunmmr? '

10 Yes
200 No
Turn to flashcerd number 3.
f. What is the causa of this lmitation? }“7‘ 1[0 Surgery
Mark (X) all that apply. ’ |l ¢ 200 injury
\ 3 iness
tl 4+ Other
i
1

Page 6
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22g.What is the nature of your health condition or
disabiiity?

Do not read list.
Mark (X) all that apply.

(1) Blindness or other visual impairment . . .......
{2) Deafness or hard of hearing . ... .. Yo anmes s
(3)Missing limb ... ... i

(4) Permanent stiffness, pain, deformity,
or lack of use of fingers, hand, orarm ........

{5) Permanent stiffness, pain, deformity,
or lack of use of toes, foot,orleg . ..........

{8) Permanent stiffness, pain, or
deformityofback ............ ..ot

(7)Paralysis . .......cco0eiiiienianaas
(BY AMBItIS oo v covmwmn sws savmame wie s
{8) Heart condition .......... 0o nrennnnnn

{10) Respiratory conditions
(e.g., Asthma, Emphysema) . ........v0nn.

{11) Psychological conditions . ................
(12)0ther ... ...cveiiunnnnenesnraninres
(13)Don't KNOW .. ..ot iiinnr et

Do you have any other health conditions
or disabilities?

Ask h for ea :h category marked in g.
22h. Are you receiving service-
connected compensation or

miiitary disability retirement
for (Read category marked in gI?
Yes No
WO 073 ] 10 20
O 076 | 10 20
s0 077 WO 20
10 [ 079 ] 10 20
0 (081 ] O 20
N [ o83 ] W4 20 .
{0 [ o8 ] 10 200
O 087 10 20
WO 089 10 200
WO 091 ] Wad 20
| 083 ] 10 200
0 055 ] 4O 20
1O 097 10 20

22i. Besldes service-connacted compensation or
military disability retirement, do you receive any
financial assistance because of your disability or
health condition?

088

10Yes — ASKj
20No — SKIP to Check Item |

j. What type of assistance do you receive?
Mark (X) all that apply. '

1[0Social Security Disability Insurance
20Worker's Compensation

aJCivil Service Disability

4[JPrivate Insurance

s[JSupplemental Security income (SSI)
e[]Veterans Pension

7000ther

Refer to item 1, Age, page 2. If blank refer
to age on label.

|s the sample person aged 55 or older?

10Yes — SKIPto 23a
20No — Go to Check ltem J

Refer to item 22g above.

Does the sample person have a health
condition or disability?

{Does 22g have 1 or more entries?)

-
o
N

100Yes — ASK 23a
20No — SKIP to 248, page 9

234. Please turn to flashcard number 4.

During the past 12 months have you recelved
assistance from another person with any of
the ltems listed on the card? Just read the
number next to the category.

Mark (X) all that apply.

-
H
w

*®

10 Bathing or showering

2] Getting dressed
a[JGetting infout of chairs/bed
s[OWalking across a room
sJClimbing up stairs

e[ JEating

70 Getting outside
s[JUsing/getting to toilet
sCINone received

b. During the past 12 months have you received
assistance from another person with (Read the
answer categories|?

Mark (X) ali that apply.

- -
(=] H|O
o n

*®

106

1D Preparing meals?

2] Getting arcund the community?
;0 Shopping for pergonal items?
JManaging money (paying bills)?
sl Using the telephone?

O Uight housework?

',rD None

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)

Page 7




Refer to items 23a and 23b, page 7. 1 107 ] 1DYes — ASK ¢
Has the sample parson received assistance 2CNo — SKIPto f

within the last 12 months?
{ls & code 1—8 marked in 23aora code 1—6

marked in 23b7)
23¢. Plesss turn to flashcard number 6.
Who provided this essistance? :' 108 | 1ClParent
i ;" 20Spouse
Mark (X) all that apply. : aJChild
| 4T Other family member
' sCFriend

e[ Social worker
70 Visiting nurse
g Therapist
sJOther

-
o
w

Has the sample person received assistance
trom a Social worker, Visiting nurse,
Therapist or other source?

{Is a code 6—9 marked in 23c?)

20No — SKIPto f

Refer to item 23c. E 0Oy
es — ASK d
Has the sampla parson received assistance _
from mare than one source? l 200No — SKIP to Check ftem M
(Does 23c have more than one entry?) 'I
g I
93d. Who provided most of this asslstance? l
P 119
Mark {X} only one. : 1L1Parent
! 200Spouse
: aCJChild
! [ Other family member
: s[Friend
! s JSocial worker
: 70 Visiting nurse
: s Therapist
i QD Other
'.
]
Refer to item 23c. M2 | y[Oves — ASKe {8
] A
|
|
|
I
|
T

23e. What was the primary source of payment for _ '

these services? L1113 ] yOself or family
) 200Insurance
s IMedicare
s Medicaid
s[IVA

e[ Other public assistance
700Free care
e ]Other

f.PhluturntoﬂnhurdnumborG. T

During the past 12 months have you been provided yD)Applied bandages/dressings
with any of the services listed on the card while * 2] Given medicine oraily
you were at home? 300 Given shots

N +[1Given any other medicines or treatment
Mark (X) ail that apply sCINone — SKIP tc 24a, page 9

u.mwwldodewlﬂlﬂtmmim?

115 | 10Family member
Mark (X) sl that apply. »ClMedical Doctor
3[]Social worker

+IMental health worker

s[]Therapist
e[_INurse
118 | ;[JOther
i
I
1
If a code 2— 7 is marksd in 23g, ask 23h; .
> otherwise skip to 24a, page 9. 717 ) 1 Setf or family
201nsurance
. What was the primary source of payment for s0OMedicare
these services? «IMedicaid
sCOVA

s(J Other public assistance
7[0Free care
s(JOther

- — e ———
PaGe 8 FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87




the VA for overnight hospltal
care, outpatient visits, or for nursing home,
convalescent home, or domicliiary
admissions?

948, Have you ever used a medical faciiity that was
operated by

1]
118 | 1[OYes — SKIPto 25
20No — ASK b

I
i
1
!

b. Please turn to flashcard number 7.
What are the reasons you have not used &

care in the past?
Mark (X) all that apply.

Veterans Administration facliity for your health

|

';E 1[0 Have never needed medical care
[ 2] Have never been sick

L a(] Used own physician

|l 4[] Doctor sent me elsewhere

1 s Prefer to be treated elsewhere

| e[ Have adequate health insurance
1120 | ;0Used Medicaid/Medicare

| of specific care | need

s[]VA medical facilities don't offer the type .

o[ Quality of medical care is poor at VA facilities

:'E 1o Not eligible for VA care
i ®  [0Didn'tknow | was eligible
\ 12 VA staff and facilities not
appropriate!inadequate for women
:‘ 22 | y3[]Lack of privacy
\ 140 Accident or emergency admission
1 15 Entitled to military DOD medical care
{ 123 | 1e[] VA refused to give me care )
1700 Treated elsewhere at VA expensé
18] Live too far from a VA medical facility
|;" 2:34 18] Too long of a wait/too much red tape
#  a0{]Other
210 Don't know

Refer to item 24b.

care or never been sick?
{Is only code 1 and/or 2 marked in 24b?)

Has the sample person never needed medical

/

|

|

{

1

‘:‘25 1+ O Yes — SKIP to 28a, page 12
| 2[0No — ASK 25

|

!

25, How many times have you been hospitalized
overnight or longer since your separation
from miiitary service?

E 10 Once

2] 2—5 times
2[J6—10 times
4111 or more times
- s 1 Never been hospitalized } SKIP to 28a,
s Don't know ......... page 12

264. In the past twelve months were you a patient
overnight in a hospital?

3] 1 Oves

2 [JNo — SKIPto 28a, page 12

b. How many times in the past twelve months
ware you a patient? Transfers should be
counted as two stays if overnight or longer.

212 times
1[0 3 times
4[] 4 times
g 15 or more times

1128 | ,JOnce
|
|
|
i
I
|
!

NOTES

FORM 50V-21 {1-30-87)
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INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION — Complete iterns 27a—27f &s appropriate for each hospital stay reported in 26b, page 9. ‘

If more than 3 stays reported, complete items 278—27f for the 3 most recant stays.

278, How many nights wera you in tha
hoepital during your . . .F

b.Whltwasthl_prlmm
reason for your . . .2

€. What type of hospftal
was your . .~ in?

|
|
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
A

(1) Last stay EE 1O1-2 130 |, O Medical E 1+ [ Private community
1 2l13-5 2 O Surgical 20VA
/ a[J6—10 3 (] Examination/ a [ Military
| 4 11 or more Diagnostic 2 [ State, county or city
| 4 [ Psychiatric sOJOther
| )
{
| o
I
]
[
1
\
1 C
{2) Next to !
last stay :E 101-2 138 |, OMedical 137 | 1 [ Private community
: 2[03-5 , O surgical 20OVA
| a0 6—10 3 0 Examination/ 3 [ Military
: 4[] 11 or more Diagnostic + [] State, county or city
1 4 [0 Psychiatric s[L Jither
|
1
i
]
I
I
I
i
‘ |
I
i _
(3} Previous stay ‘:jE] 1O1-2 142 |, (I Medica! ’E 1+ [ Private community
2(03-56 2 O surgical 2[JVA ’
s[16-10 3 0] Examination/ 2 [ Military
4] 11 or more Diagnostic « [] State, county or city
s (I Psychiatric s C}Other

NOTES

Page 10
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d. What was your primary €. Was your . . . paid for {. How much did you pay, out of
reason for using this primarily by — (Read your pocket, for your . . .7
hospitsl for your...? answer categories)
E 10J Referral by Medical Doctor E 10 Health insurance? 134 | 1[ONone
2[J Location 20 Belf/family? 20061-$25
a0 Provided needed service 3] Medicare? a[1$26—%50 Go to
4] Required by Insurance/ 4+ Medicaid? 4[0$51—$100 next stay,
HMO/CHAMPUS sCvA? sCI6101—4500 [ oW
s[J Emergency admission «J Military? 6[]$501—$1000 | page 12
s[J] Cost of care 700 Other source? 7000ver $1000
700 Quality of care s[JDon’t know
138 | ;[ Referral by Medical Doctor 10 Health Insuranca? 140 | y[JNone
20 Location 200 setf/family? 2[0$1-625
a[1 Provided needed service 3] Medicare? 3[0$26-%50 Go to
a0 Required by Insurance/ 4[] Medicaid? 4[1$51—$100 next stay,
HMO/CHAMPUS sCVA? s0$101—8500 [ el
5[] Emergency admission ¢ Military? 6[]$501—$1000 | page 12 ’
sL] Cost of care 700 Other source? 7] Over $1000
700 Quality of care s[1Don"t know
144 | [ Referral by Medical Doctor 10 Health insurance? 146 | y[INone
200 Location 20 Self/family? 200$1—-$25
a[] Provided needed service 3] Medicare? a[J$26—$50
4[] Required by Insurance/ 4[] Medicaid? 4[J%$51-%100 Go to 283,
HMO/CHAMPUS sCIVA? s(1$101—$500 [ page 12
s[] Emergency admission s ] Military? (15501 —$1000
(] Cost of care 700 Other source? 7] 0Over $1000
700 Quality of care s[JDon’t know

FORM SOV-21 (1:30-87)
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282, During the past twelve months, have you gone

toa doctor:iu hospital cl‘i;:c, a hospital 147 ;E‘;ts ~ASKD

outpatient department, or otherwise, or any | ospenanmand

kind of healthpcaro center for medical care? Y \ 3] Don’t know } SKIP to 29a, page 14
i

b. Pleesa turn to flashcard number 8. Askc, d, and e for each facility marked

Did \f?u make any vi-hs1fzor medttlcal treatmfea: or ik inb.
examination In the last 12 months to any © o facliitiss .
O ed on the card? EXCLUDE OVERNIGHT HOSPITAL €. Within the last 12 months, how

many visits did you make (Read
STAYS, TELEPHONE AND HOME CALLS. category marked in b) —

{1) To a VA clinic or VA hospital (outpatient)?

| 148 ,O 149 01 \
. : 202-56
: s[d6—10 > Gotod
| 4011 ormore
; s Don't know |
|
{2) To a private, non-VA doctor, clinic, health ! Oy
malntenance organization, hospital (out- 162 1O 153 1O1
patient), or other medical facllity AT VA |
EXPENSE? : 202-5
1 a0D6-10 5 Gotod
: 4011 or more
: s Don't know |
|
(3) To a private, non-VA doctor, clinic, health I \
malntenance organization, hospital (186 40 - 167 101
{outpatient}, or other medical facility AT
YOUR OWN EXPENSE OR COVERED BY 20025
INSURANCE? s06—10 Gotod

4011 ormore
s[JDon’t know

{4) To a Department of Defense/military

medical facility? 1O 161 101 )

s02-56
3[J6-10 } Gotod
4011 or more
s[JDon't know J

-
[
o

{5) To @ "Free" or other clinic at no expense? 3__7__5_4—’ O 55 .01 ‘

2002-5
a(06—10 $ Gotod
4011 or more

s Don't know | J

{6) To a local, private, or nonprofit *’drop-in"’
arnbulator! clinic, sometimes called an
“urgi-"" or ‘surgl-care’’ or store front
clinlc?

168 101 \
202-5
a06-10 5 Gotod
411 or more
s[JDon't know }

-
-]
-4

-

O

(7) To any othert facility?
:_TI__"_"__l 1O 10 )

2[02-5
a0Je6—10 Gotod
411 or more
s Don’t know

(8) None 175 1O — SKIPto 29a, page 14

FORM SOV-21 {1-30-87
Page 12 e '




d. (Was this visit a/How many of
these visits wers) follow-up visit(s)
from in-patient care?

€. How much did you pay out-of-pocket for each visit
(Read category marked in b) —

(If different amounts paid, mark the average amount paid.)

5[ 11 or more
6 [JDont know |

160 1O None ) 181 10 None )
2001 2[0$1—-%25
= Ask c, d, and e for next category,
3 Sg fo s Gotoe WCIWZE-gn0 Joanko.d-ang s larnest page 14
‘ - 40 Over $50
s [0 11 or more N ——
s (JDon't know)
154 1 ONone ) [1s8 100 None
201 2[0¢$1-%25 ;
25§ Ask c, d, and e for next category,
386 w0 ) Gotoe 30826860 Lok A o, oo 14
4 - a[JOver $50
5011 or more O Don't know
s L1Don’t know ) 8 on‘tknow
168 10ONone ) [[159 10 None )
2001 2[0$1—-%$25
O2-5 Ask c, d, and e for next category,
: 6—10 > Gotoe 3[]$26-¢50 otherwise, SKIP to 29a, page 14
: N 4[JOver $50
s [ 11 or more e ——
s (JDon't know / ? o .
162 1 None ) 163 10 None )
2001 2081—625 ke g e
O2-5 sk c, d, and e for next category,
. 6—10 > Gotoe 30J$26—-450 otherwise, SKIP to 29a, page 14
4 » 40 Over $50
5111 or more O Don't know
6 [1Don't know | 5 2L ’
166 1O None \ S
sk c, d, an
2 e for next
s[J2-5 } category,
—_ otherwise,
sB—1g SKIP to 29a,
s [111 or more page 14
s CJDon't know |
169 1ONone ) |70 10None )
21 20081825
2 Ask c, d, and e for next category, -
: S 6 150 } Gotoe 301826450 ) otherwise, SKIP to 29a, page 14
4 - a[JOver $50
5[J11 or more O Borvt k
s JDon't know | = on't know
173 10ONone ) | 174 10 None )
2001 2[0$1—-%25
sJ2-58 > Gotoe 2[0526—450 ) Go to 29a, page 14
+D6-10 4D Over $50

5[0 Don't know |

FORM 50V-21 (1-30-87)
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29a. Now 1°d like to askyoua
questions about

RS

{2) Other Kidney Trouble

(3) Bladder Trouble

fow r Refer to iter 284, page 12.

Ask ¢ for “'Yes® responses in b, ctherwise skip to d.

E\DY&; 2 CINe :"__—7_5_—‘* 10

1176 |1

{1) Gallstones
| 181 i‘D 182 |, [ves” 20No (183 1*10

e e
g6 110 [187 |1 Oves 20INo E'xlj

§) Gynecological Surgery
(8) Gynecological Infection
7) Menstrual Problems

8) Menopausal Problems

{8) Gaiter or Thyroid Problems

2)Hemia or Rupture

13} Gastritis

15) Diverticulitis

{17)Gout

{18) Bursitis

49) Severe Headaches

{Arteriosclerosis)

{ L2221l Yes 37
1 216 i\D 217 |Cves 200No
P2 e T

1) Stomach or Di stive Disorder

| (11)Stomach or Digestive Disorcer__————

1

{ —
| 281 i'lD :2:“ 1DOves 200No

{16} Arthritis and Rheumatism

e |10 Ell:h'es 2 CNe 93 ]*,0

(4) Prostate Trouble

i S8 110 [ 157 )1 Oves 2 0No [ T01° 150

' o1 1+0 [292110ves 20No 363 1* 10

( ! 205“3 (207 ), 0ves 20No (208 }* 400
)00 (221 Oves 2 Ono [ 21317100

218 |* 10

_"_m_%,_,____________'rz_”._l[i_.@ltlves ,Oine [2281*10
| 222 JalTvew 2L00

| 226 1
: e
1 231 1001232 J1Uves 20No [233 |* 00

238 51 EtDYes 2 ONo E* WO

{ e ——
! 241 i\D E\DYes 2 0No (243 }*,0

(1 4] Colitis

e
rzae 1D E\DYG& 2 ONo [zae )"0

e ]
{zss 20257 1 0ves 20No 288 ]* 1O
1

781110 [ 282 ]10ves 200No (763 ]* .0

i ——
| 286 i‘D 267 |1[ves 20INo E' 10

{ —
(20) Herdening of the Arteries Eéij,g 272 l‘lDYes . One [ 273 .0

{21) Hypertension or High Blood
Pressure

(Ischemic Heart Diseasel
123) gdm Heart Disease (.9..

(256)Varicose veins

——-1—————"—"_______-——-—'_"
e
*
rythma, Congenital Defects) 288 |10 287 |\ Oves 20No [ 28817100
I | *
(241 Blood Clots/Phlebitis 291 |20 292 ), Cives 20No [ 2231% 1

278 |10 | 277 |1D0ves 200Na 278 1* 40

your medical A 0 P C. Ploase turn to Rashcard number 11. Of the places
history. ﬁ, 2“;':., ;g:?ﬁ;gﬁ;—ix Hoted, where did you go ri’qr treatmant for your
ask b for each condition {Condition coded as Yes' in bJ?

Ploase turn to fashcards numbars 8 marked in ; ask ¢ after Mark (X) sl that apply.

and 10. marking ail responses inb. Anywhers clse?

'2:.!5.!&‘;3" Had vt of b id the foliowing Private doctor, clinic, HMO,
condition(s) causs you t0 . hospital, or other medical facility
mako ono OF WMOTS VA, clinic

Mark (X) all that apply. In or At own expense Other place
¢the last 12 months? Do VA hospital At VA or covered by

Have you had any other? not count overnight expense insurance

: hospite! ctays

o | o |«
o | o |0
o | o | @
o | o | O
o | o |0
o | o |«

—
[| 296 |1 E1DYes 2 CONe E' 13

1)Pneumonia

2)Sinus problems

(33)O0ther Respiratory Problems

(26) Stroke

ME1DY:& 2[0no
Mﬁrﬂhs 2 DONo
ME”:]YGS 20No

: L3
{30)Bronchitis az1 W0 F\DV“ ,DOno [322 1%

o .0 [ v 5O P

321 111332 1Oves 20No 333 |* .0

3

i
iz01 |10 _T"__"’—Iam\(es 2 0Ne

1Oves 200No

336 |1 337

Page 14
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ﬁ::r ZtSa rt;r:‘| ff:.a f?‘gh?o?‘-i" Ask g for “’Yes’ responses in d, otherwise skip to 30a, page 18. )
; s |,
e o Son s | O D T o e Wllpors
condition marked in &; ask e Mark (X) all that apply.
;’ftg.rmarkr'ng all responses Anywhere else?
d. mﬁ‘::(l: :::g” you to Hospital, or other medical facility
:'n'mﬁ?m‘&h;'? 2 VA hospital AL OWn Bxpense Other place
months? At VA or covered by
Bxpensé insurance .
1) 21 @ 14}
178 ] \Oves 20No IR =] e 50 <0
184 | \Oves 200No [tes |* 0| 20 0 0
189 ] 1 Oves 20No (180 ]* 4O 20 300 «d
E 10ves 200No (195 |* O 20 0 40
199 | 4[ves 200No [z00]* s0| .0 20 0
E 10ves 200No _2__0_3_}' 1O 200 a0 "l
209 ] 4[Oves 20No 210]* 0] 0 50 0
214 ] \Oves 20No [218]* 0| =0 0 o[
1219 ] y0ves 200No (220 | * 4,00 200 ad 4O
E 10ves 200No E‘ 10 200 3] Al
[229 ] 1Oves 200No [z0]*,0| 20 30 0
234 | 0ves 200No E“ ] 3 a0 <0
[ 239 | 1[Jves 200No (240 | * 10 2 3O <
244 | ;[Oves 20No [2e5]* 0| -0 20 0
248 ] 1[Oves 200No [zs0]* 0| .0 o0 0
—Z_E] 10ves 20No0 E "0 20 E1m 0O
259 | 1Oves 20No (260 *,0| 20O s 0
264 | 1[Oves 200No (265 ] * 400 200 ad <0
269 ] \Oves 20No (270]*,0| <0 30 0
[ 274 ] yOves 200No (276 ] * 400 200 30 4O
278 | \[dves 20INo (280 * | 20D a0 0
284 ] \[ves 20No _LTS__] *40 20} Elm) 4O
E 10ves 200No E *40 20 3] <
284 | 4[dves 200No 205 | * .0 200 a0 4O
E 10ves 2[0No E 40O 2] s 0
304 ] 1Clves 200No 305 | * 4[] 200 s O
309 | Oves 200No E .0 200 sO <0
_TJ_;—, 10Yes 200No E *,0 203 a0 0
E 1DOves 200No E *0 20 3 Pl
324 | Oves 200No (325 | * ,O 20 3O +0
(329 | yOves 200No [ 330] *,0 2 s ne
E 10ves 200No E 0 200 a[J |
E 10Yes 20no 340 | * [0 20 ad 4O
FORM SOV-21 (1-30-871
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29a. Continued | Refer to item 283, page 12. Ask c for “’Yes" responses in b, otherwise skip to d.
i “No"' is marked in 288, SKIP C . Please tum to flashcard number 11. Of the placas
Pleass turn to flashcards numbars 8 to 250, page 17; otherwise ask ﬁgmﬂd-_ wrhare did you go for trestment for your
and 10. b for esch condition marked in :“ m"(’;?” f;ﬁ’d asr Yes inbJt
; 8sk c after marking all a all t &, :
Have you ever had any of these :gspﬂnses inb. % An oise ?pp ¥
conditions? b ywhere
« Did the following T o
Mark (X) all that apply. condition(s) causs you hosPnyaite docter, clinic, I'll"\ﬂo.i.
to make ono o7 more VA clinic pital, or other medical facility
Have you had any other? vishs for medical or S own aXperies Other place
troatment in the last 12 h AtVA pel
monthe? Do VA hospital or covered by
overnight I!nwllmll it SXpensh insurance
stays. (1 12) {3) 4)
T
{34} Deatness in sither ear E 100342 J1Oves 2 0no [ 3831* 100 20 30 «OJ
| &
(351 Blindness in either eye E 1 Dc E 1Oves 200No [ 348 1% 1,0 20 a[J +
{36) Cataracts i:‘—_ﬂ_l‘ O [=52 ]1Olves 20No [ 383 1% 10 200 3] 4O
| 387 ®
N (556190 [357],0ves 20No [3881° 40| 200 0 .0
T
{38) Hemorrhoids E‘D E1DY=$ 20ne [ 363 1% 4,0 200 a0 4
| E:
(38} Diabetes @1 O [367 ], 0ves 20n0 [268 1% 100 200 a0 «0
= S . [
Mmﬁg:;aci':;:it:a:i';dnhwms Sl @ 10 372 ], Oves 2 0no [ 3731 % 100 200 a0 40
{41) Brain injury EE‘D 377 |, Oves 20INo [ 278 1% 101 200 a0l O
T
| - &
{42) Psychiatric Problems ,_%1, 0 _3.92_] 100Yes 20No 3_3_3_J 10 20 a[} 41
(43} Alcohol Problems ELTG_‘ 0 E 10ves 200No E *.0 20 a0 «
T
{44)Drug Abuse ',E"__]‘ O {392 J,[ves 200No [ 283 1* 103 200 a[J O
T
{45) Tuberculosis (TB) @ 10 E 10ves 200no E *.0 20 ad O
]
48) Acquired | fici |
¢ 's°ﬁ§",2’me'",£'|‘8’§e Deficlency 201 |10 [ 492 |, [ves 2[00no [ 403 1% 403 200 1| 40
Y | |
T
{47)Other Infectious Di L‘Oﬁ 1Ll E 10ves 200No E .0 20 ad <
1
{48) Anemia E‘D 7412 |, DOyes 200No [473 1* 100 200 O 0O
T
{48)Sickle Cell Anemia Tate 1O [417 ], Oves 200 [418]*.0| 20 30 0
T
i 22 *
{50} Other Blood Diseases E 10 I] 10ves 200No E 10O 200 a0 «0
| 4 u
(51) Mouth, Throat, or Larynx Cancer :E g E 10ves 200Ne —4-—-—?—‘ 10 20 0 4
T E
| *
{52} Stomach or Colon Cancer E1 U E" Oves 200Ne E 10 200 a0d 0
1
{63)Lung Cancer I;I“:I‘D ‘E'IDYes 20No .—"_3T_|* 1O 201 a0 «Od
T
{64)Bone Cancer L__‘_‘T‘_—I'ID (442 ], (ves 2 Ono [ 223 1* 1[0 200 a0 - 0O
(65) Breast Cancer EE‘ O E‘ 1Olves 200N | %48 ] %100 200 a0 4«0
{BB) Skin Carncer Eh 0O [#82 |1 Oves 2[CINo [ 483 1" 100 20 al] 0O
1
(67) Lymph Gland Cancer E‘D [ 457 | Oves 2[INo [ 258 1% 103 200 a(d O
(SBI}:R:;:LB; Qvarian, or Cervical E, O E1 Clves 2 CINo E * .0 00 a0 i
T
(68) Prostate Cancer E‘D E!DYes 20No E* 10 20 O O
T
{80) Other Types of Cancer E’D Eﬂ:‘Yas 20No E* 0 200 3] «0
T
{81} Leukemia ',T_GI‘D 477 1, COves 20No [ 478 1% 40 200 ad «O
T
{82) Skin Diseases "E"___h O [482 1, Cves 20Ino [ 283 1% 40 200 ad 40
tsalf;shfi-zspptg:tz:ﬁon ‘.L: ase |10 :’437 1Oves 20Ine [288 1% 10 20 30 4O
| 2 ®
(84) General exams or Innoculations ];E1 O EJ" Oives 2[0INe ls—] 1O 20 30 +
(86) Other conditions tE‘D 497 |, [ves 20Ino [ 498 ] #4100 200 a0 a0
(8B} None SKIP to 30a, !
Don‘t know } page 18 E 10

Page 16
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Refer to item 26a, page 9. If
itern 26a is blank or “'No"" is
marked, SKIP to 30a, psge

18; otherwise ask d for each

Ask e for “’Yes** responses in d, otherwise skip to 30a, page 18.

@. Please tumn to flashcard number 12. Of the places
patient care for your (Condition coded as “'Yes indjt

lsted, where did you go for overnight

condition marked in a; ask e Mark (X} all that apply.
ianfr;rmming all responses Knywhard ilaal
a Mﬁ?m youto Hospital, or other medical facility
rn.mmm VA hospital T Other place
! oxpanse | Orcovered by

3] 2 3) “
344 ] [Oves 200no (345 ]* 0| 20O 30 0
349 ] 1\Oves 200No [=s0]* .0 .0 30 «0
[ 358 ] 1Jves 20No E sl B 20 0
[ 358 ] 1[Oves 20INo [3s0]* 0| 20 30 0
364 ] sOves 200No T R u] B! a0 0
389 ] \Oves 200No [s570]* 0| .0 +0 0
374 ] \Oves 20No [2E]* 0| .0 a0 0
379 ] 1[lves 200No [380]* ,0| .0 s0 0
384 ] \Oves 20N [=es]* .0 -O 30 0
1389 | \Oves 200N0 (390 ]* ,0| -0 s0 O
394 ] 1 Oves 2000 (395 ] *,0| .0 30 0
399 | \[ves 20No [ 400 ] * , (3 200 s <0
[302] \Clves 20N (@05 ]+ ,00| .0 30 0
408 | i[dves 20INo @0 ], .0 0 0
(4147 Oves 2000 415 ] *.Of .0 30 0
[ 415 ] 1[Jves 20No [420]*,0| 0O a0 0
{424 ] \Oves 200 [e2s]*.0| -0 s0 0
429 ] \Oves 200No (a0 *,0] -0 20 0
434 ] \Oves 20No [#s] .0 -0 a1 0
[239] y[Oves 20No [#e] 0| -O a0 0
[4447] \Oves 200No [eas] =, .0 a0 0
[242] 1Oves 20No (450 ] *,0| -0 s0 0
4547 \[ves 200No (456 *,0| .0 0 0
459 ] ([Oves 200No [e0 ] * 0| .0 0 0
[ 464 ] Oves 20INo a5 *,0| -0 a0 0
469 ] 1(ves 20No [a70]* 0| -0 O 0
474 ] \Oves 20no a5 | *,0| .0 a0 0
479 ] \Oves 200No [#8o]* | .0 s0 .0
484 | ;[ves 200No (488 ] * 0| .0 a0 0
489 ] \Oves 200No [a0] * O .0 =0 o0
494 ) \Oves 200No (@95 ] * 0| .0 30 0
499 ] 1 [ves 200No [s00] * 0| .0 30 0

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)
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30a. People get health insurance In different ways —
through jobs, retirement benefits from jobs,
through unions, through other associations or
groups, through direct purchase from an
insurance company, o through another family
member’s insurance plan.

Do you havs health insuranca through — (Read
answer categories)

Mark (X) all that apply.

'sgzl

1 0 Your employer?
2 [J Retirement benafit?
a0 Unlon?

+ [ Other group? e.g., American Association
of Retired Persons)

s [] insurance company?
& [ Eamily member's insurance plan?
7 (1 None — SKIP to Check Item O

b. There are different typses of health insurance
plans — plans which pay the hospital or
physician bills directly, plans which are
organizations such as Health Maintonance
Organizations (HMOs) or Praferred Provider-
Organizations {PPOs), and plans which pay
cash to you when you are injured or il
Which type of plan ars you covered by?

Is it a plan which — (Read answer categories)

1 O Pays the provider for the service?

» (] A health maintenance organization or
similar organtzation?

3 [ Pays cash directly to the Individual?
+ [ Other type of plan?
s (I None

to age on label.
1s the sample person aged 65 years or older?

Mark (X) all that apply.
Refer to item 22g, page 7. 605 | 4 BYe's — SKiIPtoc
Does the sample person have a health '; 2 [0 No — Go to Check item P
condition or disability? l‘
(Does item 22g have 1 or more entries?) :
Refer to item 1, age, page 2. If blank, refer s

1 Yes — ASKc
20No — SKIPtoe

30c. Medicars is a soclal security health
Insurance program for certain disabled
persons under the age of 65 and for persons
aged 65 or over, Ara you enrolled for tha part
of Madicare which pays for hosepital bills and
is called Medicare Part A?

10Yes
20No
3 0 Don’t know

d. Are you envolled in the part of Medicare
which peys for doctor bills that is called
Medicare Part B?

| 608

10Yes
200No
2 ] Don't know

@. There is a Federal/State program called
Medicaid which pays for heaith care for
persons with limited Income. During the past
42 months have you had any health cars that
was paid for by Medicald?

0

10Yes
20No
a[JDon't know

31. Now I would like to ask you some questions
about some programs for veterans.

Please turn to flashcard number 13.

Prlor to this survey, which of the Veterans
Administration’s programs listed on this card
had you heard of? Just read the number next to
the category.

Mark {X) all that apply.
Anything else?

I 610

511
| *

1

} B12
*

|

#

514

|
1
|
|

515
|

18 [J Outpatient care at VA facilities
19 [J Haven‘t heard of any
200 Don’'t know. .....

1 [0 Hospital care for veterans with service-
connected disabilities
2 [JHospital care for veterans with low incomes
a [l Money to help veterans complete their
education under the G.L. Bill
« [ Vocational rehabilitation training for veterans
with service-connected disabilities (Chapter
31 Programs)
s ] Grants for specially adapted housing,
automobiles and automobile equipment
for veterans with service-connected
disabilities
& (] Financial compensation for veterans with
service-connected disabilities
70 Pensions for low-income veterans
& (] Nursing home care for veterans aged 65 and over
s ] Dental care in VA facilities
10 (] Life insurance
11 [} Home loan guaranty
12 [J Vocational counseling
23] Treatment for veterans with drinking problems
14 ] Treatment for veterans with drug problems
18 [J Readjustment counseling
16 ] Psychological counseling other than
readjustment counseling
17 0] Domiciliary care in VA facilities

SKIP to 33a, page 19

Page 18

I——— T
FORM SOv-21 (1-30-871

|




32. Now I'dlike you to turn to flashcard number 14.
Hers Is a card which lists some different sources
from which people lsarn about Veterans
Administration programs. From which of these
have you received your information about YA
programs? Just read the number next to the
sourca.

Mark (X) all that apply.

Any other source?

i
E 1 O Newspapers
* 2 [J Television
3 []Radio
4 O information or publications from the VA itself
s [] Other government publications
& [] Other veterans
517 | 7 [0 Counseling and advice you got at the time of
% your discharge from the service
I e ] Friends, family, and co-workers
! 8 (] Veterans' organizations {American Legion, VFW)

1 518 | 10[]School or campus

|+ 110 Other sources

12[JNone
| 519

33a. Have you had any contact at all with the Veterans
Administration since you got out of the service?

130 Don't know
I
I
)
[

720 ] ,[yes — ASKb

20No
3[0Don't know } SKibaad

b. What was the FIRST contact about?
Mark (X) all that apply.

Anything else?

10 Life insurance
20 Education benefits
3[JHome loan
4] Medical problems/benefits
5[] Disability compensation
6] Employment, job assistance
70 Dental care
s Information about benefits
s Other
1000 Don’t know

522
I #
|

|
1

€. Have you EVER received any information from
the Veterans Administration explaining their
programs and benefits?

T

I528] , Oves

20No
a0 Don't know

Refer to items 31, page 18, and 33b.

Has the sample person heard of VA
Disability Compensation?

{Is code 6 marked in 31 or a code 5 marked
in 33b?7) -

1OYes — SKIP to 35a
200No — ASK 34

34. Are you awars of the Veterans Administration’s
Disability Compensation Program for veterans
with medical conditions or disabilities acquired
or aggravated by military service?

If ““Yes’’ ask: Ara you FAMILIAR with the
program or just know It exists?

1 (Yes, familiar with program
2 OYes, know it exists or heard of it but
not familiar with it

3[JNo

4ODon't know

358, At any time since your release from active duty,
have you filed a claim with the Yeterans
Administration for 2 medical condition or
disability — iliness or injury — acquired or
aggravated during your military service?

This includes ilinesses or minor conditions such
as scars, malaria, skin conditions, flat feet, and
healed fractures.

10Yes
20No

3JDon't know

- b. Have you ever been notified by the VA that you
have a medical condition or disability related to
your military service or that you are eligible for
VA medical care because you have a medical
condition or disablifity related to your military
experience?

100Yes — ASK ¢
20No ......

3[JDon"t know

5
} SKIP to Check Item R, page 21

€. Did the VA notify you that you were eiigible for
payment for your service-connected medical
condition or disability?

522 | y[JYes — ASK d, page 20
20 No — SKIP to Check Item R, page 21

-
FORM SOV-21 {1-30-87)
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35d. what Is the naturs of your health condhtion or
disabllity for which you recelved this notica?

Mark (X} all that apply.

i
E 1 0 Blindness or other visuai impairment
% 2 [] Deafness or hard of hearirig
a [ Missing limb
+ 0] Parmanent stiffness, pain, deformity, or lack of
use of fingers, hand, or arm

s ] Permanent stitfness, pain, deformity, or lack of
use of toes, foot, or leg

e[ ] Paralysis
1831 70 Arthritis
L a0 Heart condition
i s Respiratory conditions
: 532 | 1000 Psychological conditions
i # 1100 Scars (disfiguring and other)
’, 120 Digestive system conditions
833 | 3] Other

H 1400 Don’t know
|

8. Please turn to flashcard number i6.

How was this health condition or disabliity
incurred?

634 | 4 [Jin combat

2 CWhile in the performance of duties, other
than combat

3 [ lliness

& CIWhile off duty

{. Are you recslving disability payments
from the VA now?

1[0Yes — ASK g
20No — SKiPtoh

g. What ls the current amount of your VA Disability
Compensation monthly checks?

2[0851-%100
a[1$101-%200
415201 -%300
sgssm—smo
e[ 5401 - 8500 ;
20 $501 — $600 ¢ SKIPtoj
e[]$601 - §700
218701 - $800
101 $801 — $900
110 $901 and over

1 538 | 1[J4$1-450 1

|
|
1
i
|
|
|
i
|
!
i
1
|
|
I
1
|

120] Refused )
f. Are you now recelving military retirement pay in :’E _ .
Weu of disabllity pay? : ;%ms SKiPto j

a0 Don't know

i. Why aren’t you recelving your VA disabliity
payments?

E_ETBJ 1 O VA disallowed payments

2 [01 declined my benefits

3 [J Condition improved

« [ Failed to report for an examination
s (] Other

¢ J Don"t know

J. What ls your CURRENT VA disabllity rating?

{'Fs_] 10 Zero

2010 percent
3] 20 percent
41030 percent
5[ 40 percent
s[] 50 percent
700 60 percent
&[] 70 percent
s 80 percent
10[J 90 percent
11 100 percent
1200 Don‘t know

k. Do you have life insurance?

E@ 10Yes — ASKI

! 2 CINo — SKIP to Check Item R, page 21

|, Please turn to flashcard number 16.
What type of life insurance do you have?
Mark (X) all that apply.

'_;_;_‘T'D 10 Service Disabled Veterans Insurance (SoVI)
* 20 VA — other
a0 Individual
40 Group Wife insurance through employer
s Group life insurance through other organization
e[] Other

642 | ;[ Don't know
]

Page 20
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e

l b If code 1 is not marked in 351, page 20, ask 35m;
otherwise SKIP to Check Item R.

35m. Why don’t you have Service Disabled Veterans
Insurance?

Mark (X) all that apply.

@ 1+ O Not eligible

\
|
|
|
\
|
i
|

* » [ Was not aware of benefit

2 [} Premium was too high

+ ) Have other insurance

s ] Do not need insurance coverage
s [0 Other

:\I—“_l 20 Don't know
1

Refer to item 22g on page 7.

Does the sample person have a medical
condition or disability?

{Are 1 or more conditions marked in 22g7)

!
|
|
|
|
i

8ab | ,[]Yes — GO to Check ltem s
,[ONo — SKiPto 37a

Refer to item 35a, page 19.
Has the sample person filed a claim?
{is code 1 *“Yes" marked in 3587}

w46 | [1Yes — SKIPto 372
2[INo — ASK 36

36. Piease turn to flashcard pumber 17-

What is the maln reasen you have never applied
for VA Disability COmponuﬂon?

Mark (X) only one.

|
|
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
i
1
|
|
|
1
|
t
|
1

547 | ,[]Was not aware of programs

2] Do not believe I'm entitled 1o or eligible
for the benefits
2] Am receiving military retirement disability pay
+[] Do not believe my disability is severe enough
5[] Did not know how to apply
« 1 Do not need or do not want financial
assistance from the VA
70 Application might have delayed my release
trom active duty
s [1 Teo much trouble to apply (red tapel
o O Never considered applying
100 Other
41O Don't know

374, Are you aware of the Veterans Administration’s
NONSERVICE-CONHECTED PERISION

PROGRAMT?

If “*Yes,’’ ASK: Are you FAMILIAR with the
program of just KNOW THATIT EXISTS?

b. Have you EVER applied for or receiveda VA
NONSERV|CE-CONNECTED PENSION from the
Veterans Administration?

or Is it still pending?

€. Are you CURRERNTLY recelving @
NONSER\'ICE-CONNECTED PENSION
from the VA?

sation AND a VA nonservice-

connected pension and may slect to recelve the

one paying the most. Did YOU choose to recelve
the VA pansion instead of the VA Disability

nonservice-connected pension monthiy
checks?

I

If ““Yes,’" ASK: Was your claim atlowed, dented, *

E [0 Yes, familiar with program

{E . [0 Yes, claim allowed of benefit received

|

]

i 30 Yes, claim pending page 22
l1 4[JNo

!

i

]

@j 10 Yes

d.Some service disabled veterans are eligible for vA (661 ;

|
|
|
|
\
|
i

Compensation?
g. What Is the CURRENT amount of your YA | 562 | \[1$1—450

|
|
|
\
|
|
|
1
|
!
|
|
1
|
|
|
1
|
|
|

2] Yes, know it exists of heard of it but not
familiar with it

2 No — SKIP to Check Item T, page 22

2 Yes, claim denied } SKIP to Check Item T,

»[1No — SKIP to Check ftem T, page 22

1OvYes
2CINo
21 Don't know

2[$51—-%$100
a[1%$101-%200
414201 -$300
s[]$301 - $400
e[ 4401 — $500
20 $501 - $600
a[1$601-$700
a[1$701—$800
1005801 —$900
110 $901 and over
12 D Refused

FORM SOV-21 11-30-871
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e ki i

]
Refer to item 22g on page 7. E
Does the sample person have a medical 100 Yes — ASK 38s
condition or disability? : 20 No — SKIP to 39a, page 23
(Are 1 or more conditions marked in 22g7) l
|

38a. Have you ever used the services of & vocational
rehabilitation program?

o
o
3

1[0Yes — ASKD
2T No — SKIP to 39a, page 23

b. What organization funded/provided the |

vocational rehabllitation program? 655 | ;[ State/Federal

20VA

3 ] Private rehabilitation organization
4 [JOther

s (O Don't know

C. Pleasa turn to flaghcard numbar 18.

What types of schooling, training, ot 1. '556 1[0 High School {not correspondence)
:hd:::g::::‘?ulsunco did you recelve through * 2] College (not correspondence)

\{ hool
Mark (X) all that apply. L1 Gradumesents

|
I
I
‘: 4[] Vocational/technical school training
\ s Apprenticeship training
ll &[] Other on-the-job training
857 | 7[ Correspondence school training
s[[1 Flight training
¢ ] Farm training
| 558 | 19[] Tutorial assistance
! 110 Work-study programs
1 1200 General education loans
I e59 | 13(]Independent instruction
« [ 0ther

', 150 None — SKIP to 38e

sec | 161 Don't know

T
d. :vi::‘oﬂ.rgor:;:'ehtier::;‘l; a:‘:::::lﬁ::;' oi: any. EE 1 O High School diploma or equivalency certificate

trelning? s 2 [ Associate degree
Mark ({X) all that apply. 3 [JBachelor’s degree

+ ] Graduate degree

s (] Other license or certificate
s [INone

|
E@ 70 Don't know
5
I

8. What additional services did you receive
through the program? 563 | 1 []Evaluative services

Mark (X) all that apply.

%

2 [0 Counseling

3 [ Transportation or payment for transportation
4 T Special equipment or payment for its purchase
s (] independent living services

¢ [J Tools or machines for working at hom

e | 7 Other

s [ONone

€. Did you receive any employment placement
garvices as part of your vocational 685 | ;[Jves — ASKg

rehabilitation? 2O No — SKIP to 39a, page 23

¢ . Who provided the employment placement

services? 566 | , []Department of Labor {Disabled Veteran
Mark (X all that apply. g:;:i:gt?\%lam' Local Veteran Employment
20OvaAa

3 [} State Employment Agency

+ O Private Employment Organization
s (1 Other

& (] Don‘t know

Page 22 FORM S0v-21 (1-30-87




a high school, college, vocational,
technical, business, or flight school; or taken any
correspondence course, on-the-job tralning, of
apprentice training other than as pert of @
vocational rehabliitation program?

39%a. f::uco your lagt release from active duty, have you 867 ] ,[JYes — ASK b

2 O No — SKIP to 40a, page 24

b. Please turn to flashcerd number 18.
Which types of schooling or tralning did you
receive?

Mark (X) all that apply.

{68 |

I e
I
|
1
|
I
1
i
I
|

10 High School (not correspondence)
2] College (not correspondence)

30 Graduate school

«[0 Vocational/technical school training
s[J Apprenticeship training

&0 Other on-the-job training

700 Correspondence school training

a0 Flight training

sJFarm training

"E 10] Tutorial assistance

i
|
|
1
l}
|

110 Other
1200 Don‘t know

€. What degroes, licenses, or certificates, H any, did
yeu receive from this training?

Mark (X} all that apply.

IG?‘I]
.

1+ (0 High school diploma or equivalency certificate
2 [ Associate degree

3 (] Bachelor’'s degree

+ (] Graduate degree

s (] Other licenses or certificates

¢ [J Currently attending

70None

s (JDon't know

d. Did you receive any monetary ald to help defray
the costs of this education?

10 Yes

P
300 Don't know } SKIP to 40a, page 24

@. Please turn to flashcard number 20.
What were the sources of this ald?

Mark (X) all that apply.

1[0 Federal grants (Pell or other)
2] Federal lcans (GSL or other} ‘
3] Other Federal or state aid
40 Scholarship/Fellowship

sU1 VA G.1. Bill

e[ Post-Vietnam Era Education (Veterans
Educatione! Assistance Program)

;00 VA Education Loans
s VA work-study
s[J Non VA work-study

{E 10 Other

Refar to item 39e.

Has the sample person received any
VA benefits?

(I8 & code 5~ B marked in 387}

10 Yes — SKIP to 40a, page 24
20No — ASK f

39f. What wes your primery reason for not using
VA benefits?

100 Not eligible

2] Did not know VA assistance was available

1 VA assistance took too long/too much red tape
4 [ Saving benefit until later

s ] Other

&[0 Don’t know

NOTES

FORM S0OV-21 (1-30-8T)
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Refer to 38e, page 22.1f “counseling’’ is marked in 38e, :
read the phrase *‘In addition to the counseling you E 10 Yes — ASKb
mentioned earlier.) 2[0No — SKIPto 41

40a. Ilnmmmmmﬁtummﬁ
n;:d":rin'" gddmh'“
o7
‘:Mpl-:'rm'mwnmwm?

b. “""‘“%‘“‘"md“ 580 | , [] Before relesse from milkary service
N , OF 1
; 2 0 Less then 6 monthe efter release from
counselng? (Read answer categories) tl railitery service
Mark (X) only one. 1 1 [0 8—12 monthe after release from
! miitary eervieo
] + O Over 12 months after release from
[ military service
; s (] Don't know
|
C. Where did you recelve this counseling? i Ask d for each *'Yes'’
I marked in c, otherwise
' skip to Check Item V.
{ d. Wes this counseling
| from (Read category
1 marked in c) pro
! by the VA?
Was k (Read sach category) — !
{1} en educationsl Institution? 881 |  []Yes [ €82 ] 1[0 Yes
\ 200Neo 200Ne
: a0 Don't know 3] Dont know
{2) a VA hospital? 5683 | , (1 Yes [®8a ] \OvYes
: 20No 20No
! a0 Don’t know 300 Don't know
(3) @ mititary hospltal? :E 10VYes | 888 | [JVYes
: 20No 20No
) ! 3 0 Don't know 30 Don't know
ManAnglonlldﬂeootmmr :__'S_’E-DYu EiDYBS
: 200No 20No
! s[ODon’t know 3[J Don't know
lﬂmmaﬂeﬂmnmm«m‘l @‘DY“ (830 | ;[ Yes
| 200No 20 No
! 30 Don"t know 30 Don‘t know
(6)mmmlmﬂmmuuﬂ? E\DYos Ts__e'__z_]'[j\,“
\ 200No 20No
J s [0Don't know 1 Don't know
(7) en employment service? "85 ] ,OIVes 594 | ;[IYes
\ 20No 20No
! a[JDon't know 3] Don't know
(8) privete counseling? | 608 | 1 JYes 896 | 1[]Yes
: 20No 20No
! 1[0 Don't know 3] Don’t know
(9) some ather persen or plece? : 587 | y (] Yes 698 | y[OYes
20No 20No
a[JDon't know 30 Don't know

Refer to tems 38b, 38e, page 22, snd

40d above.

Has the sample person ever received
counseling provided by the VA?

{is a code 2 marked in 38b AND 3Beorcode 1
‘'Yeag'' marked in 1 or more categories in 40d7)

|

]

1

1

}:“' 100 Yes — SKIP to 42a, pege 25
\ 20 No — ASK 41

i

]

|

E

41. mw of the VA ':‘LT‘_—! 1+ [0 Was not aware of program
®  ,[1 Do not believe I'm sligible for or entitled to g
the benefits

]
1
categori |
' Donotrasd soawes g : . 10 Did not know how to apply for benetits
A
|
|

Mark (X) all that apply. O] May have delayed my release from duty
s Too much trouble to apply
o] Never considered applying
E 700 Did not need it ,,
® o[ Already hed 8 job to retum 1o i
L 9] Other

802 |00 Don't know i

e
FOR SOV-21 11-30-87)
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1

42a.1s your current home — ',13_\ 1 [J Owned free and clear BY YOU (and/or

Read list and mark (X) one. ! your spousa)?
1 2 [J] Mortgaged (or similar debt) BY YOU
\ {and/or your spouse)?
I 3[] Rented BY YOU (and/or your
: spousa) for cash?
\ 4[] Owmed or rented BY SOMEONE s
| ELSE in the housshold? KiP to ¢
! 5 (] Occupled BY YOU without the
1 payment of cash rent?
I
b. Did you usa the YA, FHA, or FmHA loan programs | 804 | , [ Yes, VA
to finance or refinance your CURRENT HOME? | 201 Yes, FHA
If “Yes,” ASK: Was t VA, FHA, or FmHA? : a[dYes, FMHA
I aONo
C. Prior to your current home, did you use the 805 | ;[JYes, VA
YA, FHA, or FmHA loan programs to finance | & 20 Yes, FHA
or refinance any home? Oy ’F HA
If ““Yes,”” ASK: Was it VA, FHA, or FmHA? 3 e5HEm

i
|
i
 Mark (X) all that apply. } +UNo
m Refer to items 42b and 42c. 808 ] | [Yes — ASK d
Has the sample person used the VA loan to OnN SKIP to 42i
finance or refinance his/her current home 2 0= a:el

or any other home?
(Is a code 1 marked in 42b or 42c?)

42d. Did you use the VA loan program to finance the 807
purchase or building of your first home? 807 ) 1DOves

: 200No
8. How many times have you used the VA program | 808 — SKIP
to financs, refinance, or build homes? s E'On_ce SkiPto g
2012 times
3[]3 times

4 0 4 or more times

f.‘Whydldvouuuﬂn program move than once? 605 |

10 Move related to military service
Mark (X) all that apply.

2] Move related to military retirement

3] Move related to job change (other than military)
40 Move related to non-military retirement

s ] Refinanced existing loan

e[ Other
g. How long ago did you LAST use the program? E 1+ ] Within one year
. 20 1—2 years
{ a[] 3—5years
: 4[16—10 years
I

5[] 11 or more years

h. From the time that you LAST applied fora VA loan | 611 | 1 [J1 month or less

to the time that you closed the loan, how much : 2[12 months
e tranaploacd ! 3 [13 months SKIP to 43a, page 26
: 40 4 months or more
| s (1 Did not close the loan
'l ¢ (1 Don't know
i. Tum to flashcard number 21. EE] ! -
What was the MAIN you did NOT o a VA 1 0 My income has not been sufficient to own or

operate a home

2 (01 have not had a sufficient down payment

a [ acquired a home without purchasing it
{inherited, furnished with job, etc.)

4 O 1 live with relatives or friends

s (11 could not get a loan

& [J1 do not desire to own a home

7 01 applied and was refused

e [J1 did not know if | was eligible for a VA home
loan at the time

o (11 did not know how to apply for a VA loan
10 O The seller would not sell VA
11 . The home did not qualify for a VA loan
12 ] VA loans were not available in my area
wh tm;k too long to process a VA loan {red

tape

14 11 was saving my VA loan eligibility for later use
15 [J1 had already used my VA loan eligibility

16 (] Mortgage payments would have been too
high with a VA home loan

17 (11 did not need a VA home loan

18 L1 preferred to use other financing
18 [ Other

homa loan to purchese a home?

Mark {X) only one.

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)
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1
43a. Do you currently have life Insurance coverage? 613 ] ,OYes

] zDNo-SK!Pto44'

b. What Is the totel face amount of yous coverege? | 614 | . [ $100—$500

208501 —4%1,000
2[0$1,001—$5,000
4[145,001—4%10,000
s[1410,001—%$50,000
¢ []1850,001 —$100,000
7 $100,001 or more

¢ [ Don"t know

€. What is the source of your life Insuranco pollcy? 816
Mark (X) all that apply.

1 O Individual

2 [ Group policy through employer

a [0 Group policy through other organization
4 ] Veterans group life insurance

s ] Other

& (1 Don't know

Refer to item 43c.

Does the sample person have Veterans Group
Life Insurance? (Is a code 4 marked in 43c?)

10 Yes — SKIPto 458
2 JNo — ASK 44

44. Did you have a Veterans Group Life Insurance 817 ] , [Jves
policy In etfect after your separation from the O
service? \ 2UINo ¢

458, The next set of questions are about any plans 818 ] 4 []Yes — ASKb

thet you may have made for your burial. 20INo — SKIPtoc
Have you declded on the type of burlal or
interment you will have?.

b. Please tumn to flashcard number 22. 619

1 O Regular {underground) burial
What type do you expect to have?

2 [J Mausoleum {casket remains above ground)

1 [J Cremation (columbarium)

4 O Burlsl at sea

s [] Donate remains to science, medical school, etc.
¢ (] Other

7 O Don't know

C. Please look at flashcard number 22. | 820

1 [0 Regular (underground) burial

At the present time which of the following would » [ Mausoleum {casket remains above ground)

vou prefer? 30 Cremation {columbarium)
4D Burial at sea _
s {] Donate remains to science, medical school, etc.
e (] Other
7 0 Don’t know

Refer to itams 45b and 45¢. 1 821

100 Yes — ASKd

Does the sample person expect of prefer to 200 No — SKIPto f

have a regular burial or 2 cremation?
{is code 1 or 3 marked in items 45b or 45c7)

45d. in whaet type of cemaetery or other facliitydoyou | g22
plan to be burled or interred? )

) If the response is Veterans cemetery, probe to
determine whather the cemetery is a national or
state cemetery.

ASK e

10 Veterans National Cemetary}
z% Veterans State Cematery

10 Private Cemetery

25 Private Cometery} sip o

0. Ploase turn to flashcard number 23. 623 ) 1[0 Cost

Which of the followling is the MAIN I’QI'OI: why
na

D . 1 . .
you would e be burted or | 20 Family/friends buried in

I
. | a Vetarans Cemetery SKIP to Check
Veterane’ cometery? } 3] Location Item Z, page 27
! 4[] Veteran status
: s Other

{. Were you aware that the VA provides free burlal in | 624
Veterans natlonal cemeteries to eligible veterans Ej ! % :es —S‘?(f;'( g 5
and thelr dependents? 2 o— to

¢ . What Is the maln reaacn why you would not 825

cheose to be burled In @ Veterans’ cometery? 100 Family buried elsewhere

! 2] Want to be buried close to my home

! 3 Religious reasons

: 40 VA cemetery too far away _
| 5[] Other problems with veterans cemeteries
: ¢ ] No interest in vetérans cemetery

! 70 Other '

h. Do you intend to have your private burlal place be "sze
marked with a headstone or marker provided by E:‘ 1 % :;95 :
the VAT | 2 0

‘Page 26 TGRM S0v.21 (1-30-87)




1
Refer to item 14a, page 4. . ‘,_TE_' 10 Yes — ASK 46a
Is the sample person married? 20 No — SKIPto 47a

{ls code 1 “‘married'’ marked in 1487)

1 [0 No formal schooling

2 O Elementary school W
(grades 1—8)
HIGH SCHOOL

adsth

s[J10th

s[J11th

e[J12th

2 O Trade/technical/vocational
after high school /
COLLEGE

¢JC1 — SKIPtoc

g JC2

wllC3

nwOcsa ASK b

12[JC5

uldce+

1aC]Don'tknow — SKIPtoc

What number represents the last year or grade
of school your spouse completed?

Mark (X) only one.

L SKIP to ¢

1
i
|
464a. Turn to flashcard number 1. 1 828 |

|

L}

i

i

|

i

|

I

|

]

|

|

|

]

|

|

i

]

1

|

]

{

|

|

|

1

b. What type of degrea did your spouse recelve 829 | [ None
upon completion of his/her college courses?

20 Associate’s degres
Mark (X) all that apply.

a0 Bachelor's degree
4[] Master's degree
sJ Ph.D.
a0 Other

€30 | 500 Don't know

C. What ls your (husband’s/wife’s) employment 831
status at this time — Is (he/she) employed full-
time, employed part-time, retired, not working
but loocking for work, or something else?

10 Employed full-time

200 Employed part-time

2] Retired

+ [0 Unemployed/not working but looking for work
5[] Unemployed, not looking for work

¢ [J Student

70 Homemaker solely

&[] Disabled/unable to work

¢ (] Other

472. What is YOUR current employment status — are | 832
you employed full-time, employed part-time,

retired, not worlking but locking for worl, oF
something else?

1[0 Employed full-time

20 Employed part-time} SKIP to 452

s00Retired. . .. covvcrnraiann

40 Unemployed (not working but SKIP to 49
looking for work). . .......... T,

s Unemployed, not looking for work — ASK b’

e[dStudents. ........couuns

700 Homemaker solely. . .. ...

+ ] Disabled/unabie to work . . . { SKIPt049

e Other .. oovvverrnnnnens

e —————

b. Why eren’t you looking for work?
Mark (X) only one.

1[0 Do not want to work

20 Must care for home, family, or relatives
3] Got discouraged and stopped looking
4 Lack training or skills

5[] Do not need eamings

&) Suitable jobs not available

700 Other

48a. Wil you be entitied to 2 penelon from any

Y
employer or unlon when you rotire? 10 Yes

20 No
300 Don't know

b. wm you recelve income from an IRA or
KEOGH account when you retire?

20No....... }SK!P to Check Item AA, page 28
30 Dont know

ED Years old

10 Never worked
20 Don't know

49, For “RETIRED" in question 478, read:

At what age did you retire?

For “’DISABLED,* *UNEMPLOYED, " **STUDENT,"’
“HOMEMAKER, " or “OTHER" in question 47a,
read: At what age did you last work?

3

o«
«
-~
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CHECK
ITEMVAA |

Vietnam Era only?

in 4c or 6d?)

(Are codes 6, 8, 9, and/or 10 the only entries

Refer to item 4c on page 2 and 6d on page 3. | 838 | 1 OYes — GO to Check ltem BB
Did the sample person serve during the
Korean conflict, Vietnam and/or Post-

20 No — SKIP to 543, page 29

GHECIC

TEM BB Refer to item 47a, page 27.

(Is code 1 or 2 marked in 47a?)

Is the sample person currently employed?

839

100Yes — ASK 50a
2[0No — SKIP to 50b

left the military?

50a. s this the only job you have had since you

10Yes — SKIPto 51a
20No

marked in 49, Skip to 51b. &t

asking b.

two consecutive monthe or move only.

Refer to 49, page 27. If *“Never worked"’ is
If *’No’" in 50a, include the word *‘Other’” when

b. How many (other) jobs or businesses have you hed
since you left the military? Include those lasting

640
|

t

I

I

1
641 |
1

1

|

i

!

i

I

1

1O None — SKIPto 51b
201

a[d2-3

a04-5

EDGT‘Q

e(J10+

business lasting two consecutive

518.Abomhowlongwulﬂrnmthaﬁmovouhﬂ(he
mlli-urytothaﬁmeyouﬂmworkodﬂllobor

@
»
N

1+ O Less than 1 month { _
2[01—2 months. .. } SKIP to Check Item CC

3[J3—5 months
4[06—11 months

s [J 1 year or more
e [1Don’t know

not worked."’

working sconerf/have not worked)?
Mark (X) only one.

Read phrase *“did not begin working sooner” if
there is an entry in 51a, otherwise, read “have

b. What Is the primary reason you (did not begin

1 0 Did not want to work
2 [0 No suitable jobs available
3 [] No one would hire me
4 [ Could not find the kind of job | wanted
& (] Child care problems
& (] Other personal, family reasons
7 [J Health disability
8 (J Attending school
o [] Retired
100 Don’t know
110 Other

Refer to item 50a and 50b above.
since leaving the military?

marked in 50b7)

Has the sample person had more than one job

{Is code 2 marked in 50a or a code 3—86

100 Yes — ASK b2a
2 (0No — SKIP to 54a, page 29

e job or business?

528. You sald you had more than one job or business
sinca you left the military. Was there ever a
period of 30 days or move when yoil did not have

10Yes
2[0No — SKIP to 54a, page 29

vacation and sick leave.

b. How many tmes were you without a Job or
business for 30 days or more? Exclude pald

101
202-3
a[J4-5
«06+

without a job or business?

€. What {(is/wers) the primary reason(s) you were

’ If item 52b is marked **1,”’ mark only one
raason. All others, mark (X) all that apply.

1 647

:

]

€49
- ®
1
: 650

[

1 O Piant closed, employer went out of business

2 T End of temporary job, end of seasonal work
{e.g., construction, farming, etc.)

3 [J Laid off for any other reason
4 [J Discharged
s (1 Compulsory retirement
¢ UJ Didn’t like work, hours, working conditions
7 O Dissatisfied with wages
s [ interpersonal relations at work
9 [] Health, disability
10 Care for elderly parents
11 [0 Other family or personal reasons, child care
12 1 Didn’t like location, community
130 Returned to school
14 [ Voluntary retirement
15 [J Respondent was self-employed AND sold
business or dissolved partnership
16 (] No opportunity for advancement
17 0 Transportation problem
18] Other

Page 28
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Refer to item 52a, page 28.
Has the sample person, since leaving the

days or more?
(is code 1 ““Yes" marked in 52a7?)

military, been unemployed for a period of 30

1[Yes — ASK 53a
2 [INo — SKIP to 54a

called HIRE, Help through |
and Employment, under the Com)|
Employment and Training Act {CETAI?

Retralning

53a. Have you ever appiled for a job training program
ndustry

8563

10OYes
20No

b.Have you ever applied for the E

mergency l',_%szl
Vetorans Job Training Program or the Veterans

10Yes

or the Veterans Job Training Program?
(Is code 1 ‘*Yes'' marked in 53b7)

Has the sample person ever applied for the
Emergency Veterans Job Training Program

Job Training Program? : 2[INo
|
C. Have you aver applled for other job training 866 | 1 [Yes
programs offered by the Federal government, | 2ONo
oﬂ‘umnVAwﬂluthouundorouob !
Training Partnership Act? :
d. Have you ever applied for other job tralning 856 | 1 [Yes
programs by the State government? 1 20ONo
[
1
Refer to item 53b. 857 | 1[JYes — ASKe

2CINo — SKIP to Check ltem FF

53e. Did you recsive a certificate of oligibllity?

10OYes — ASKf
2 ONo — SKIPto 54a

{. Did you receive training under the Emergency

Job Training Program?

Veterans Job Training Program or the Veterans

a. Why did you not participate In the Emergency
Job Training Program?

Vetarans Job Tralning Program or the Yeterans

| 660

1OYes — SKIP to 54a
20No — ASK g

1 [(JNo suitable training programs

2 [JFound a better training program

3 [JFound another job

4 [JTook too long to find a training program
s [1Too much red tape

s [ 10ther

Refer to items 53a, 53c, and 53d.

(HIRE) or Other Job Training programs

(Is a code 1 ~Yes' marked in 53a,
53c, or 53d7)

Has the sample person ever applied for Help
through Industry Retraining and Employment

offered by the Federal or State government?

1OYes — ASKh
2 [0No — SKIPto 54a

53h. Did you receive training under Help through

other job training programs offered by the
Federal or State government?

industry Retraining and Employment (HIRE) or

10Yes
20No

54a. One yoar 2go, Werd you living at your present
address?

1553I
\
|

N

b.Were you living at a different address in this
county?

C. Were you living at @ ditferent address in this
state?

d. Were you living in a different state?

‘I_BL_GEI

I [

Tees |

666 ]

€. Were you living in @ different country?

¥667!

 OlYes — SKIP to 55a, page 30
200No

1+ [OYes — SKiP to 55a, page 30
20No

1+ O Yes — SKIP to 558, page 30
20No

. Ol Yes — SKIP to 55a, page 30
200No

10Yes

2 O No — Verify responses to items
54g-— 54e; if response is ‘*No'’ after
verification, ask 55a, page 30

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)
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£5a. Five years ago, Werse you living at your present
address?

“ees |

1 [ Yes — SKIP to Check ltem GG
20No

b.Were you living at @ ditferent address in this
county?

23
-3
w

1O Yes — SKIP to Check ltem GG
200No

€. Were you living ata ditferent address In this
state?

7

(-]

+ClYes — SKIP to Check Item GG
20No

d. Werse you living in another state?

1 []Yes — SKIP to Check Item GG
2[0No

€. Ware you living in another country?

+OYes — SKIPto 58

2 U1 No — Verify responses to 55a—55¢; if
response is *’No'* after verification, go to
Check Item GG

current county either 1 year or 5 years ago?

(s code 1 *‘Yes"' marked in item 54c,
54d, 55¢, or 55d7)

Refer to items 54c, 54d, page 28, 55¢, and 55d.
Did the sample person live outside of his/her

o
~
w

1OYes — ASK 56
2 CINo — SKIP to Check Item HH

56. Have you moved lor lived) more than 100 miles
from your current residence within the last 5
years? (If more than 1 move has occurred ask
about the most recent.)

10Yes
20No

Refer to items 54d, page 29, and 55d. 675 | 1 [Yes — ASK 57a
Did the sample person live in another State : 2 OONo — SKiPto 58
1 year ago and 5 years ago? 1
(Is code 1 “'Yes'' marked in 54d and 556d7) :
1
§78. You mentioned that both one year ago and five !
years ago you lived In another State. Was this 876 | ;[Jves
the same State? ! 0
| 2[INo
1
1
T
b. How many States have you lived in during
the past five years? 1 677 | +[O1
2002
sd3
s[4
s[15

e [16 or more
7 O Don't know

58. Did you ever consider the location of VA facilities

JE

In your past moves? 678 | , [Yes, did consider
li » (ONo, did not consider
‘l 3 [INever moved
! 4+ JDon't know
I
NOTES

Page 30
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F INTRODUCTION

The next series of questions are about your family income, savings, investments, and other related ltems.
When you answer the questions that rafer specifically to your incoms, assats, and debts, include any financial
information about yourseif as well as any incoms, assets, or debts that you may recelve or own Jjointly with
another person. This would include your spouse, dependent children, and any other persons.

If sample person is married add: Do not include any information sbout incoma, assets, or debts that are

owned solely by your spouse.

592, During 1986, how much did you sam from all jobs before
deductions for taxes or anything elsa? Include wages, salary, tips,

j
~
w
£

bonuses, commissions, etc. €80 o None
‘l 1O Don’t know
i 20 Refused
i
T
b. During 1986, how much did you receive in NET INCOME from 681
working in your OWRN business, professional practice, partnership, s :
or farm? :‘552 ]  o[INone
COMPUTATION: Grossincome ........ $ ' 1 Don't know
Minus | 20 Refused
Operating expenses ... § '; 3] Loss — Record amount
Equals \ of loss on money line
Net income . ......-- $_ \ +[Broke even
60a. Please look at flashcard number 24. Ask b for each category marked in &
From which of the sources fisted did you b.How much did you recsive
RECEIVE income in 19867 altogether In 1986 from your
(1) g:lpﬂlosma_nui Securlty Income (SS1) from (Read category marked in &/ ?
2 U.S. Government or from the State
GOVOIMMBOE? . . oo v v venvesneeannns e !;TL‘ 10 E $ ;
: 685 | ,[JDon't know 2{JRefused
e
(2) Unemployment lnsurance payments? ...........- E‘E 10 [ 887 ] s :
|| 888 | ;[JDon't knew 2[JRefused
| —
(3) Welfare payments or other public assistence? . ..... | 689 | [ | €980 | % .
: 891 | [JDon'tknow 203 Refused
(8) Workers Compensation or Black Lung Benefits? ... .. E 10O | 6931 ¢

| 9 1O pon’t know 2[JRefused

(5) Social Security payments?

$ i
yOpon‘t know 2[JRefused

,@
EEIE

w

H
w
®
g
-]
w
w0

(6) U.S. Military Retirement?

$ .
10 Dpon't know 2] Refused

o

(7) U.S. Civil Service Rstirement?

O

i 703 | 100Don't know 20JRefused
1
({8) Compensation for Veterans with service-connected
CCBHIMGAT e wonrs nosh 553 HiE 5 s swom wonn wores 4 704 ], [798) s

(=3

EEIEEE

10Don‘t know 2[JRefused

{9) Pensions for Yeterans with nonservice-connected =
TITVMMUCRT ~ o wcoe ecai B4 53 S0 Ars s s 5708 T707] ,[J [ 798] )

10 Don't know 2[JRefused

(10) National Guard or Reserve Forces Retirement?

$ .
1D pon't know 20 Refused

{(11) Raliroad Retirement payments? . ........-- - s ‘{E A AL .
| 715 ] ;[ Don't know -2 Refused
\
{12) Other retirament payments such as State | 71 :5 717
or local government pensions, privata pensions, s $ i
annuities, BTC.7 ... .. ... - s : 718 | 10 Don't know 20 Refused
—
CABTINGE ROAUA] IRDOTT ..p o 555 ss v vass amon woms 28 3 78], [720] ¢ :
Gross minus expenses equals net ! '
P qu , 721] ;Opon'tknow 2[JRefused

{14) All other income guch as from estates, trusts, dividends,—
interest, royalties, or any other money income? .. .. .. 722 |, [ [ 723] §

| 724 | ;[JDon't know 20]Refused

(15) None

FORM SOV-21 (1-30-871
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The next set of questions are about the assats and debts you may have as of today.

61a. Plosse look at flashcard numbaer 25. Ask b for each item marked in a.
including ell of the assets that you may hold b.What ts the combined value of all
Jointly with another person, which of the assets of your (Read category marked in a)
on the card do you own as of today? as of today?

|
(1) Reguler or Passbook Savings Accounts?. .. L7261 1 O |z22] s .
! 728 1JDont know
1 20Refused
1
:
(2) U.S. Savings Bonds?. . ... ..cooonorres 1723 ] <00 [730] @
I 731 10Don't know
! 2] Refused
|
L
|
(3) Money Market Deposit Accounts?. ......- 732 10 (733 ] A
7332 | 10Don’t know
200Refused

......................... 7] .0 [ s [od]
| }
L (737 ] 10Don"tknow
X 200Refused
]
)
|
(5) Interest Eaming Checking Accounts?. ... .. 78] .0 [722] .
: 740 | 1ODon"t know

i

I

! 20Refused
1

r

\

(6) Money Market Funde?. ... .- «..--ooo e (7] 40 (742 ] ) _
1 743 | 100Don't know
l 2[JRefused
]
P
{7) U.S. Government Securities?.........-.- E O (745 | ¢ .
| 745 | 10Don't know
: 20Refused
]
P
(8) Municipsal or Corporate Bonds?....... ... L 747 O[] s ‘ @
1 748 | 10Don't know
: 2[JRefused
i
M-
|
(9) Individusl Retirement Accounts?..... ... KL o e s )
i 762 | 1[0Don't know
! 20 Refused
|
L
TR THICI S — L L7583 O [FEal s ,
i 756 | 10Don"t know
; 20 Refused
i
I
|
(11) Other ASSBEST. . .....o-wecoooisimias> (756} O (757 ] 4 .
! (758 | 100Don’t know
; 20Refused
I
—
I2INONE. . oo ronvensssomsansannsssssess 769 1[0 — SKIPto 62a, page 33
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622, EXCLUDING the property that is used sotely

s your primary residencs, do you own any | 760
OTHER rosl estate? This would include \

individually and jolntly owned in L

property and second or summer homes. 11

1OYes — ASKDb
2[ONo — SKIPtoc

b.(1) What ls the combined marlet valua of (all of)
this property

s of todBYT . ..o rr vttt 1 781 | ¢
EE 1+ O Don't know
; 1 2 (0 Refused
(2) What is the amount remaining on {ail of) !
¢he mortgages, including that on the {.E m
primary residence, as of today?.....-----" $ :
|
[’E 1 JDon't know
] 2 (O Refused

€. Excluding your ordinary personal effects for !
dafly living such as an sutomobile, clothing, and | 766
furniture, do you own elther individuaily of
jointly, any other property such as gifts, t
bequests, and inheritances other then cash ot & 'l
business? 1
[
1
1
1

1OYes — ASK d
2[0No — SKIPto e

d. What ls the total market velue of your other
property as of today? 767

E‘E 1 CDon‘t know
: 2 [ Refused

8. EXCLUDING any debts you may have for '1—1:'@
residential mortgages, do you have any 1OYes — ASKf
outstanding debts such as car loans, credit cards,

Oducational g i it bills, Of , C1No — SKIP to Check Item i

back taxes?
§. What is the total amount of your !
outstanding debt as of today? 1770 | &
E 1 O Don't know
| 2 [ Refused
1
Refer to item 148, pageé 4. )
is the sample person’s marital status “l__"'_’,i] 1O Yes — SKIP to item 68a, page 36

ssnaver married’’? 2[0No — ASK 63

{Is code 5 *'never married’’ marked in 14a7)

63. What was your marital status 85 of

December 31, 18867 }E 1 [ Married — ASK 64a, page 34
2 O widowed '
3 [ Divorced SKIP to Check Item JJ,

I
]
; 4[] Separated page 35
i s [] Never married

\

NOTES

- | i
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The next series of questions are about your Jpouse’s 1986 Income and asssts. When enswering thess
questions, please exclude any jolnt Income, assets, oF debts that you may have alrsady told me sbout.

64a. During 1986, how much did your spouse 8afn trom ali jobs before ;
deductions for taxes of anything elga? Include wages, salary, tipe, 774 | §
bonuses, commissiong, etc.

776 | o[INone
\ 1 ODon’t know
2 ORefused

b. During 1986, how much did your spousa receive in NET INCORAE
from working In his/her OWN buslness, profeaslonal practice,
partnership, of farm?

COMPUTATION: Grossincome ....-" " P — 'E o ONone
Minus 1 JDon't know
Operating expenses . - - 20 Refused

a[Loss — Record amount

Equals of loss on money line
Net iNCOME .+« onsre® P +0 Broke even
65a. Ploase look 8t flashcard number 24. b ﬁsk b for eicg i(éa:‘eg’aar marked in 8.
How muc a/she recaive
et of the oot 86t listed did your spouSS altogether in 1986 from (Read

category marked in al?

(N Supalemenul Security |;ICOI'I‘I|O (SsSll from
the U.S. Government or from the State
Government? . ...ttt EE 10

s _{ool

.................... [ 770 ]
1
| 780 | 1+ ODon'tknow 2 CiRefused

{2) Unemployment insurance paymanu? .............. Eﬂ 1O 782 | . -
(783 | 1[0Dont know 2 O Refused

(3) Welfare payments or other public assistancﬁ? ....... 1;13"‘_1 1O | 786 ) %
] [ 786 | s ODon'tknow 2 O Refused

(4) Workers Compensation or Black Lung Beneflts? ... . - %_,LB——Z] 1O § . m
' s ODon't know 2 DRefused

(5} Soclal Security PRYMENES? oo }"E 1O (791 ] ¢ . m
! (792 | 1 [JDon'tknow 2 ORefused
(6) U.S. Military Retiromant? . .-ccoosomrrer Te3],0 [7941] ¢ .[ool
|
1 (795 | 1 0Don'tknow 2 ORefused
(7) U.S. Civil Service Retirement? ... ++x=27 771 EE .0 |81 ¢ [oo}
' 1O Don'tknow 2 Refused
(8) Compensation for veterans with service-connected
BODNIRRAY 5. seos i Frow sosmonn S35 0t mom 22 788 | [0 [ 899 ] § .
: i 4
\ 801 | 1 O Don'tknow 2 [ Refused
{8) Pensions for Veterans with nonsarﬂco—connected )
PO AT vt oo nasnf Biwarcwmy it B3l 0 wam 38 {,}F_l Nu R CTEN oo
i . Clpon't know 2 [JRefused
(10) National Guard or Reserve Farces Retirement? . ...--- @ 1d . m

{11) Railroad Retirement e R ,‘E_BE 10

(12) Other retirement payments such as State or local
government pansions, private pensions, annulties, etc.?

1 811 1{]

2 CJRetused

s O Don't know 2 [ Refused

: [ 818 | 1 Don'tknow 2 ORefused

O Don't know

{13) Net Rental GREOTIET . ss v wme S 55 e wonst S35 E 10
Gross minus expenses equals net |

(14) All other income such as from estatas, trusts dividends,
interast, royalties, oF any other mnney'lncom'o? ....... ‘E ] $

L]
(YOI « e e = s e T3 T it B 7 s S 1520} | O — SKIPto Check ftem JJ, page 35
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Refer to item 14a, page 4.
|s the sample person married?.
(Is code 1 ~married’’ marked in 14a?)

821

10Yes — ASK 668
2CINo — SKIP to 68a, page 36

—

that your spouse may have as of today.

(1) Regular or Passbook Savings Accounts?. . .

66a. The nextsst of questions are ebout the asssts and debts

|
822

Ask b for each item marked in a.

,What is the combined value of ail
Pleass look at fiashcard number 25. b of your spouse’s {Read'categor;
Excluding any sssets that you and your spouss marked in a) as of today?
may own jointly, which of these assets does your
spouse owWn as of today? i

-

1[0Don‘t know
2O Refused

foo

2[0Refused

(2) U.S. Savings Bonds?....--oc-rmmrr T . $_ __  —
! 10Don"t know
: 20Refused
I
—
| fool
(3) Money Merket Deposit Accoumts?. ... -+ ‘ 828 10O 29 | §_
L 830 | ;[JDon't know
| 200 Refused
]
v
Saving
L it ne SRR & .0 (o) e el
10Don"t know

(5) Interest Earning Checking Accounts? $

1[JDon"t know
20Refused

b

fed

10Don't know
2 JRefused

(6) Money Market Fundsl. ... - o-vo-crt” -
1ODon’t know
20Refused
{7) U.S. Governmant Seocurities?. . ... -0 $ . @

(8) Municipal or Corporate Bonds? $

1[JDon't know
2O Refused

el

$

10Don‘t know
20Refused

(9} Individusl Retirement Accounts?

ol

$

1ODon’t know
20Refused

$

1Don’t know
200Refused

(12) None

ol

FORM SOV-11 11-30-87)
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678. EXCLUDING any Jointly owmned property you
may have already reported and the property
that ls used sclely as your spouse’s primary
resldence, did your spouse own any OTHER
real estate? This would include Investment .
property and second or summer homes.

10Yes — ASK b
200No — SKIPtoc

b.(1) What Is the combined market value of (all of)
this propertyasoftoday? . .. ..............

(2} What ls the amount remalning on (all of)
the mortgages, Including that on the primary
resldence, asoftoday?. . ............... ...

: fedl

'+ [ Don’t know
2 [0 Refused

: .

1 O Don't know
2 [0 Refused

COMPUTER
USE
ONLY

C. EXCLUDING your spouse's ordinary personal
effects for dally living such ae an automoblie,
clothing, and furniture, does your spouse
currently own any other property such as gifts,
bequests, and inheritances ather than cash or @
business? :

10Yes — ASKd
20No — SKIPtoe

d. What Is the total market value of your
epouse’s other property as of todey?

; .

1 JDon’t know
2 1 Refused

@. EXCLUDING any residential mortgages your
spouse may be ble for, does your spouse
have any outstanding debits such as car loans,
credit cards, educational expenses, unpaid
medical bilis, or back taxes?

10 ves — ASK
2[JNo — SKIPto 68a

f. What Is the total amount of your spouse’s
outstanding debt as of today?

se6 | ° -

1 0 Don‘t know
2 O Refused

68a. INCLUDING YOURSELF, how many people
depend on your income for ot least half of thelr
suppornt? ’

101 — SKIP to 69a, page 37

b. EXCLUDING yoursalf, what are the ages of
your dependents? (Record the ages for a
maximum of ten dependents.)

1

|

1

: 868 |

: 202

| 303

: «04

i s(15

: eld6

1 07

: s(l8

1 s09g

: 1] 10 or more

]

: €. Which of these dependents are

| your chlidren? Mark (X} for

1 children only, otherwise leave

} blank.

| Dependent

| No.

889 . [e7rs ] O

870 2 * 200

L 871 3 SD

| 872 4 (]

1 873 5 0
874 6_ OD

tels] 7 [®0] O

»

1876 | g s0

1 877 | 9 s(]

, 878 10 881 100

Page 36
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69a. Please turn to flashcard number 26.
Which of the people on this card live with you?

(1) Spouse

(2) Children under i8

{3) Children over T ST o L

{7) None

(8) Don't know

bh. How many (Read
_item marked in al live
- with you? :

SKIPto 70a

The next series of questions are sbout your dependent child(ren)’s 1886 income and assets. When answering
these guestions, exclude any joint iIncome, assets, or debts that you may have already told me about.

at least half of their support in 19867

70a. Did you have any children who depended upon you for EE

1 Yes — ASK b
,[0 No — SKIP to Check Item KK, page 38

b. During 1986, did ;our dependent children sarn any
wages or salaries

@1DYes—ASKC

20No — SKIPtod

¢. During 1986, how much did your dependent children
earn from eli jobs before deductions for taxes or
anything else? include wages, salary, tips, bonuses,
commissions.

|
!
!
|
|

Ces1]s

|

lEt)[]!\lcme

sy Don't know
2 Refused

d. During 1986, did your dependent children work In
their own business or farm?

esa ]

893 |,[Jves — ASKe

@. During 1986, how much did your dependant
children receive in NET INCOME from working in
thelr OWRN business, professional practice,
partnership, or farm?

COMPUTATION:

Gross income ., . . .- - .- $
Minus

Operating expenses . .. $
Equals

Net income .. .....-- $

|
|
1
I
|
1
[
|

| 894
|

2[0No — SKIPto 71a, page 38

) [od]

! 896 | ,[INone

10 Don't know

,0J Refused

2 [)Loss — Record amount
of loss on money line

4 O Broke even

NOTES
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718. Please lock at flashcard numbaer 24. Ask b for each category marked in a.
From which of the sources listed did your b.How much did they recsive
dependent children RECEIVE incoma in 18867 attogether in 1986 from (Read

- category marked in ajt
{1) Supplemental Security income (SS1) from ' ‘
tha U.S. Government or from the State Le96 |, [] | 897 ] 8. .
GOVErMMGNE? . ....--ccoersmrmsens o srmssrses ||
1 (898 ] 4, (Jpon'tknow 2 [IRefused
1
]

__9__‘_§_| 1O pon‘tknow 2 DRefused

(2) Unemployment Insurance PEYFIOMES? . . .o .cvne et ?ﬁl 0 [m00] § .
| 801 | 1 [JDon'tknow 2z[JRefused
! :

(3) Weltare payments or other public assistance? . . .. ... .r__s_@ 0 |[s0s] ¢ . E
|
1| (904 | 1 Opon'tknow 2 JRefused
.
I 906 |, [ [ 206 ] $ 00

{4) Workers Compensstion of Black Lung Benefits? ... ... 1 .
]
! _—9_0_7_| 100Don't know 2 (JRefused
i

{B) Soclal Security payments? . .. .. .....ocesc s ;@ﬂ:} 909 | & -
i
! 910 |  (ODon't know 2[JRefused
]

(6) U.S. Millitary RoUrGMOR? ... ..ooooonvesnmsinrs reu )0 [912] & B
) (913 ] 1D Don'tknow 2 Refused
1
i

(7) U.S. Civil Service Rotirement? . . ... ....cocotoeoer Tea],0 [216] &. . BB
i
! 816 | + O bon‘tknow 2 [JRefused
=

{8) Compensation for veterans with service-connected

T ATRTIORT  voom s poh M Bdracn sivss e wos 3l & 404 re17 ), (e8] ¢ . [Bol

]
i
1
b

{8) Pensions for Yeterans with nonservice-connected

CADIIIOOT 2w en e s nnesnnnsnanmnan s @dﬂ (921 § fodl

\

L

]

: 223 I

i

]

!

-

8]

822 | 1 ODon'tknow 2 ORefused

]

O [#24] ¢ -

926 | ; JDon'tknow 2[JRefused

(10) National Guard or Reserve Forces Retiremment? ... . ...

(11) Raliroad Retiremont payments? . . .. ...« «x =t Te26 ], [821] ¢ foo]
:l 228 ] O Dontknow 2[JRefused
a2 mmmxrmmm .:'nm-, stc.? t@‘ 0 [=30] ¢ . @
l: 231 ] 40O Don‘t know 2 ORefused

: —
(13) Not Rontal INCOMB? . .. ...« orerrsnesneessnstans IL‘_ST_Z_hD (933 ] (o9}

Gross minus expenses equais net _B-E—i_l O bon't k Clstussd
1 on't know 2 efuse

(14} All other income such as from estates, trusts, dividends,
interest, royaities, or any other money lncome? . ...... {E 10 Eﬁj $ .

1
\ 937 | 1 O Don't know 2 [JRefused
{ =
i
FUBENGNG : s v s s i N Hiws i mm wsan 3 348 BB § %38 | 4 [J — Go to Check item KK
]
l
" - l A
Refer to item 68c, page 36. 1:939: | 103 Yes — ASK 728, page 39

Does the sample person have any
dependent children now?

(Is there an entry in 68c?)

: 20 No — SKIP to closing statement,
| page 40
|
!
L

]

Page 38 FORM SOV-Z1 [1-30-87




The next set of questions are

Mmmﬂm'mw&dnlﬁmmwhﬂwudmw.

Ry oW

{12) None

(2) U.S. Savings Bonds?

TZI.MMnmwzs.
Exehdingnnymdsnyouuhdm

, which of these assets

chitdiren) own as of today?

(4|cu1iﬁumo‘ln.pod‘lorm
Certificates

7 R

(5) interest Eaming Checking Accounts?

L___—
FORM SOV-21 (1-30-87)

child(ren}
doles) your

l1ln¢gthfoerksmAeeoulb?...

(3) Monsy Market Deposit Accoumnts?. . ....--

Ask b for each item marked ina.
h.w&ﬂnmumdlll
of your child{ren)'s (Read category
marked in a) @s of today?
—
i
:l sa0] .0 |34 ¢ ) oo
I 942 1[JDon't know
] 2[0Refused
]
]
1
tm] .o [P s ool
1 ]
: 845 l 10Don’t know
\ 20Refused
|
i
e) 0 B e ool
L 848 1DDon't know
1 2[0Refused
]
[
|
te) o (B e el
1 8951 1JDon"t know
: 20Refused
‘__.___.——'—‘—"-
i
]
sz 0 [38) s ool
|
1 954 | 1[JDon’t know
. 20Refused
|
L
1
s o [ s fodl
)
\ 10Don’t know
: 20 Refused
]
. s [
: 1[JDon’t know
\ 2 JRefused
\

§

1ODon’t know
20 Refused

$

1DDon't know
2 Refused

$

10Don't know
20Refused

$

1[IDon’t know
2JRefused

Page 39



738. EXCLUDING eny joint property you may have

{2) What is the amount remalning on (all of}
rosidence, asoftoday?. . . . ...... oo

“

aiready reported and is used solely as your 1 874 | 1O Yes — ASKb

childiren)'s principal residence, doles) your I 20No — SKiPtoc

child{ren) owm any OTHER real estate? This |

would Include Investment property and !

second or summer homes. !
T

b.(1) What Is the combined mariet value of (all of) :
this property asof today? . . ... ... : 976 | & ,

| 978

the mortgages, including that on the primary {-'_9—7’—) "

',_T_‘_I 1 [ Don't know

1 0 Don't know
2 [ Refused

own any other property such as glits, bequests,
and Inheritances other than cash or & business?

: 2 (] Refused
' COMPUTER
5] usE
| ONLY
€. Excluding your child{ren)’s ordinary pcr-or;‘ll i
effocts for dally living such as an eutomobille, :: ga:u:]
clathing, and furniture, doles) your child(ren) ' 10 Yes — ASK d
1
1
1
1
]

2[0No — SKIPtoe

d. What ls the total merket value of your

child(ren)’s other property? 1981 | &

:’T_zl 1D Don’t know

2 O Refused

€. EXCLUDING any residential mortgages, doles)

as car loans, credit cards, educetional expenses,
unpald medical bills, or back tanes?

your child(ren) have any outstanding debts such E 10 Yes — ASKf

2 [0 No — SKIP to closing statement

I
1
|
T
1

{. What is the total amount of your child{ren)'s

|

outstanding debt as of today? 984 ] s — Endinterview by
| .

EE 1 0 Don't know

reading the
closing statemant

2 ) Refused

CLOSING STATEMENT

This concludes our interview. (Give the sample person a
that explaine VA benefits. Thank you for your

Interview section and mark Section D, Description of Contact, on the cover page.)

copy of the VA pamphlet.) Here is a pamphlat
on. (Enter the ending time in the Record of

NOTES

Page 40
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. INTRODUCTION

The Veterans Administration (VA) has contracted Booz-Allen & Hamilton
Inc. to conduct a validation study of the 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV 1H). The
purpose of the study is to analyze areas where results of the SOV lll are
apparently discrepant with estimates based on other sources of data, and to
make recommendations concerning the disposition of the SOV lll. The specific
areas examined are: '

° The number of veterans who used VA hospitals in a 12 month period

The SOV lli reports that 463,000 veterans had used VA hospitals during
the 12 months prior t0 the survey, while VA patient records indicate as
many as 626,000 for the same fiscal year.

° The number of veterans who ever garticipated in the Gl Biil

The SOV Ill reports that 10,282,000 veterans received Gl Bill and other
ggugact)ionai benefits; VA administrative records place the number at about
,000,000.

° The number of female veterans

The SOV |l reports 661,000 female veterans, while the VA demographic
model estimates 1.2 million.

° The number of Post-Vietnam era veterans

The SOV lii reports 1.5 million while the VA demographic model estimates
2.5 million.

il APPROACH

To meet the objectives of the study, BoozeAllen has:

. Examined survey matenrials, records and reports pertaining to the SOV Il
and relevant surveys, censuses and.other sources of data on veteran
populations.

. Conducted interviews with key research personnel in the Veterans
Administration, Census Bureau and other organizations.

. Analyzed selected data items from the SOV lll and VA data records.
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il. FINDINGS
The SOV lil appears to be methodologically sound.

several key population estimates based on the results of the SOV 1l
conform closely to those based on the VA demographic model.

The difference betweén the SOV lil estimates of VA hospital usage and
those based on VA records can be explained by non-reporting due to
deaths and transfers to long-term facilities.

VA records account for all veterans hospitalized, regardless of the
condition of their discharge, while the SOV lll resuits reflect veterans
discharged and living in private households following their hospitalization. -

. Net of deaths and transfers to long-term institutions, the hospitalization
estimate based on VA records is within sampling error of the sov il

estimate.

. The fact that VA records repornt on a fiscal year, rather than the exact
same 12 months reported by SOV Il respondents, will have little effect
because of the stability of the number of VA hospital patients over time.

ng or recall problems as possible

. There is no reason to assume misreporti
between the VA and SOV ili

‘explanations for the apparent difference
estimates. .

The difference between the SOV lll estimates of Gl Bill beneficiaries and
those based on VA records can be primarily explained by deaths and
dependencies, with further possible adjustments for other contributing

factors.

erans and their qualified dependents who
while the SOV Ml results reflect veterans
eholds who have received Gl Bill benefits.

. VA records account for all vet
ever received Gl Bill benefits,
currently living in private hous

. Adjustments for deaths and dependencies substantially narrow the
difference between SOV 1l results and VA records, but the difference

remains larger than sampling error.

i-



¢ Accounting for long-term institutionalized veterans who were not included
in the SOV lll sample would bring estimates based on VA records and the
SOV lll closer to convergence; however, the size of that population is not
readily quantifiable.

. Inaccurate reporting by SOV lll respondents, due to difficulties in recalling
and correctly identi?ying specific programs, may account for a shortfall in
the estimated number of beneficiaries.

o Inaccuracies in the estimate based on VA records, due primarily to the
Al limited usefulness of the records in pinpointing exactly when the 20

o millionth beneficiary occurred and, to a lesser extent, other contributing

e factors such as double-counting of individuals, could account for much of
the remaining difference.

The difference between the SOV lll and VA demographic model estimates
of the female veteran population is most likely the result of methodological
differences; the magnitude of the impact of these methodological
differences cannot be readily determined.

o . Since the VA demographic model is based largely on 1980 Census
e results, the difference between the estimates of the female veteran
! population based on the VA demographic model and the SOV |l may be a
| g(f)lc\e/cﬂ?n of methodological differences between the 1980 Census and the

. Regardless of the methodological differences between the 1980 Census
and the SOV lll, there is no evidence of gross design flaws or procedural
problems that would account for the difference between the two estimates
of female veterans; it would therefore be premature to conclude that one
estimate is necessarily more accurate than the other.

. Without follow-up personal screening to verify veteran status, the
identification of female veterans on the 1980 Census may have been
vulnerable to the occurrence of false positives.

. The SOV lll incorporated a secondary level of screening that reduced the
chances of false positives.

. Both the SOV Il] and the 1980 Census were vulnerable to the possibility of
false negatives.

. The SOV il estimates of the female veteran population were based on a
far smaller number of interviews than the VA demographic model
estimates.
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g Other surveys and records have resulted in estimates of the female”
veteran population that are between the SOV lll estimates and those

based on the VA demographic model.

o Regardless of any vulnerabilities of the 1980 Census to the occurrence of
false positives, the VA demographic model employs adjustments based on
administrative records, providing it with a source of information
independent of household screening, and therefore possibly greater
accuracy than the SOV lil.

o There is no means of readily quantifying the impacts of methodological
differences on the SOV lll and VA demographic model estimates of the
female veteran population; further research is needed to more fully resolve

the disparities between the estimates.

The difference between the SOV Il and VA demographic model estimates
of the Post-Vietnam era veteran population is most likely related to
coverage Issues of the sampling frame, and perhaps to the sov il
screening procedures; it is distinctly possible that the SOV il
undercounted young veterans.

. The CPS (and hence SOV Ill) may undercount Post-Vietnam era veterans
because they are young and mobile, and therefore more difficult to locate

and interview than other veteran age groups.

. The VA demographic model employs adﬂustments based on military
separation records and estimated mortality and should be most accurate

for recent periods of service.

iv



iv. RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that the Veterans Administration proceed with the
publication of the SOV Il results, with detailed documentation of the areas
that disagree with other sources of data.

We recommend empirical investigations of the remaining areas of
disparate estimates as preparation for future surveys of veterans.

. Further investigative action is not warranted at this time for estimates of
hospitalizations.

. We recommend further research to minimize possible survey coverage
problems and to avoid misreporting of veteran status for female veterans
and for Post-Vietnam era veterans.

. For more accurate estimates of educational program beneficiaries in future
surveys, we recommend further research into the crafting of questionnaire
items.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Veterans Administration (VA) has contracted BoozeAllen & Hamilton
Inc. to conduct a validation study of the 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV Ill). The
purpose of the study is to analyze areas where results of the SOV lll disagree
with estimates based on other sources of data, and to make recommendations
concerning the disposition of the SOV Ill. More specifically, the Veterans
Administration has asked Booz-Allen to:

. Examine areas where results from the 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV i)
are apparently inconsistent with Veterans Administration (VA) records,
censuses and other surveys.

. Review and evaluate hypotheses and explanations concerning the
differences. '

. Guide the VA toward an understanding of the differences so that
publication of the SOV Il can proceed.

1, 1987 Survey of Veterans Background

The 1987 Survey of Veterans (SOV lll) was designed by the Veterans
Administration and conducted by the Census Bureau. The sample consisted of
11,439 individuals who were identified as veterans in the Current Population
Survey (CPS) by the Census Bureau between April 1986 and January 1987.
These persons were contacted and personal interviews were conducted in July,
" August, and September of 1987. Interviewers administered a 73 item
questionnaire to a total of 9,442 respondents.

2. Study Purpose and Scope

Analyses of the results of the SOV Il revealed that, in several instances,
numerical estimates based on the survey results appeared inconsistent with VA
administrative records and other sources of information on the veteran
population. The objective of this study is to provide guidance to the VA
concerning the nature of these apparent discrepancies so that the VA can make
decisions concerning the disposition of the SOV III.



The specific areas of apparent disagreement among the various data sources
that we examined are:

. The number of veterans who used VA hospitals in a 12 month period

" The SOV Ili reports that 463,000 veterans had used VA hospitals during
the 12 months preceding the survey, while VA patient records indicate as
many as 626,000 for the same fiscal year.

. The number of veterans who ever participated in the Gl Bill -

The SOV Il reports that 10,282,000 veterans received Gl Bill and other
educational benefits; VA administrative records place the number at about
20,000,000.

. The number of female veterans

The SOV lli reports 661,000 female veterans, while the VA demographic
model estimates 1.2 million. ‘

° The number of Post-Vietnam era veterans

The SOV lll reports 1.5 million while the VA demographic model estimates
2.5 million.




il. APPROACH

To meet the objectives of the study, Booz-Allen has taken a three-pronged
approach to garnering a full understanding of the relevant sources of data, the
design and execution of the SOV I, the possible explanations for the apparent
discrepancies, and the longer-term implications for future survey research efforts.
Specifically, we have:

. Examined survey materials, records and reports pertaining to the SOV |I
and relevant surveys, censuses and other sources of data on veteran

populations.

We have identified how various data bases were constructed, what data
were entered into them, and how the data were measured, edited and
assembled. We have examined the sampling and screening methods and
the applicable questionnaire-item contents used in the 1980 Decennial
Census (the basis of the VA demograﬁhic model), the 1986 Current
Population Survey, the SOV Il and other relevant surveys. Appendix A
lists the materials examined.

. Conducted interviews with key research personnel in the Veterans
Administration, Census Bureau and other survey research organizations.

In order to strengthen our understanding of the methods used in the
construction of the various databases under examination and to evaluate
possible explanations for the apparent discrepancies between the SOV li
results and estimates derived from other data sources, we conducted a
series of in-depth interviews with key research personnel from the Census
Bureau, the Veterans Administration and other organizations. Each
person interviewed was a specialist either in the design and production of
the SOV llI, the use of VA administrative records, or the conduct of
surveys directly relevant to the veteran population. Appendix B lists the
personnel interviewed.

o Analyzed selected data items from the SOV |ll and VA data records.

We have closely analyzed tabular data based on the SOV Il results and
VA administrative records, respectively, in order to draw comparisons
between those two data sources and:to clarify the nature of the apparent
discrepancies at a fine degree of detail. Appendix C lists the specific data
items that we have analyzed.



lli. FINDINGS
The SOV lil appears to be methodologically sound.

Based on our examination of the SOV Ill survey materials and other relevant
reports, records and documents, as well as the results of our interviews with key
research personnel directly involved in the production of the SOV Il concerning
the sampling plan, weighting procedures, administration and data management
of the survey, we have concluded that the SOV Il is methodologically sound. We
have uncovered no evidence of gross design flaws, procedural errors or other
problems that would call into question the integrity of the survey.

Several key population estimates based on the results of the SOV Il
conform closely to those based on the VA demographic model.

Although four areas have been identified where the results of the SOV lll are at
variance with expectations based on other data sources, there is close conformity
between SOV Il estimates and VA estimates in certain key areas. Table 1
displays VA demographic modelt estimates and SOV Il estimates of the veteran
population by sex, period of service and age. The third column of the table
displays the difference between the VA model and SOV Il estimates, and the
fourth column expresses the difference as a percentage of the VA estimate, or a
"discount rate." For instance, the SOV lll estimate of the total veteran population
"discounts” the VA estimate by 4.8%.

As indicated in Table 1, disparities between the VA model and the SOV Il figures
occur with respect to the female veteran population, the Post-Vietnam era
veteran population and the number of veterans in the three youngest age
categories. Most of the younger veterans, of course, served during the Post-
Vietnam era, so that any apparent disparities in the estimates for those two areas
are closely intertwined. For the total veteran population, male veterans, wartime
veterans and veterans age 35 or older, the VA model and SOV I} estimates are
very close to each other.

1 The VA demographic model is based largely on 1980 Census estimates and includes
adjustments based on military service separation data and estimated mortality.




TABLE 1

Estimates Based on VA Records and SOV Il Results for
Total Veterans by Sex, Period of Service and Age (in 1,000s)

VA Model SOV il Discount
Estimate Estimate Difference Rate
(1] (2] [1-2] [(1-2)/1]
Grand Total 27,469 26,143 1,326 4.8%
Male 26,276 25,482 794 3.0%
Female 1,193 661 532 44.6%
Total Wartime 21,646 21,787 (141) -0.7%
WWII 9,765 9,974 }209) -2.1%
Korea 5,034 5,337 303) -6.0%
Vietnam 8,270 8,172 a8 1.2%
Total Peacetime 5,823 4,356 1,467 25.2%
Post Vietnam 2,473 1,505 968 39.1%
Other Peacetime 3,350 2,851 499 14.9%
Age
Under 25 326 261 65 19.9%
25-29 1,198 810 388 32.4%
30-34 1,681 1,386 295 17.5%
35-39 2,775 2,614 161 5.8%
40-44 3,240 3,033 207 6.4%
45-49 2,442 2,301 141 5.8%
50-54 2,754 2,667 87 3.2%
55-59 3,314 3,294 20 0.6%
60-64 3.753 3,895 i1 42) -3.8%
65-69 3,197 3,372 175) -5.5%
70-74 1,597 1,569 28 1.8%
75+ 1,192 941 251 21.1%

Note: Period and age specific figures for SOV Il estimates are reconstructed from percentage tables and are therefore
subject to slight rounding errors. All other figures are based on raw estimates.




i The difference between the SOV Il estimate of VA hospital usage and that
f based on VA records can be explained by non-reporting due to deaths and
ik transfers to long-term facilities.

° VA records account for all veterans hospitalized, regardless of the
condition of their discharge, while the SOV lil results reflect veterans

discharged and living in private households following their hospitalization.

According to VA patient records, approximately 626,000 veterans had
been in a VA facility for at least one overnight stay during the 1987 fiscal
year. The SOV lll, however, estimated that 463,000 veterans had used
VA hospitals during the 12 months preceding the survey period. This
difference of 163,000 is due, in large par, to the fact that the VA hospital
records account for all veterans who spent time in the hospital during fiscal
'87, regardless of the disposition of their discharge, while the SOV i
results reflect only those veterans whose permanent residences were
private households following their hospitalization. Not counted in the SOV
Il were those whose hospital discharge condition was death, as well those
who were transferred from the hospital to a long-term institution and
therefore not living in a private residence at.the time of the survey.

| .
B o Net of deaths and transfers to long-term institutions, the hospitalization
l;i_ 1 estimate based on VA records is within sampling error of the SOV lli

estimate.

By Once discharge conditions of death and transfers to long-term facilities are
ol taken into account, the difference between VA hospital record estimates
and those derived from the SOV il is narrowed to less than two standard
errors of the SOV Il estimate. VA records indicate that some 47,000
hospital discharges were condition of death during the period in question
and an additional 35,000 were because of transfers to long-term
institutions. When these quantities are subtracted from the 163,000
difference between the SOV Il and VA record totals, a difference of only
81,000 remains. The standard error of the SOV lll estimate is
approximately 53,000; the difference of 81 ,000 is therefore within the
sampling variance (2 standard errors) of the SOV lli estimate. Another,
but not readily measurable number of veterans that would possibly
account for some of the difference in the estimates are those who were
not transferred directly from a VA hospital to a long-term institution, but
who were nevertheless institutionalized at the time the Current Population
Survey was conducted. For instance, someone could be discharged to a
private hospital or sent home, and subsequently institutionalized.
Additionally, some number of veterans who had been hospitalized during
the year prior to the survey might not have been included in the SOV il
estimate because they were unavailable for participation in the survey due
to a temporary absence from their households.




The fact that VA records report on a fiscal year, rather than the exact
same 12 months reported by SOV lIl respondents, will have little effect
because of the stability of the number of VA hospital patients over time.

If the number of veterans who stayed in VA hospitals fluctuated greatly
from year to year, some difference between the VA record-based estimate
and the SOV Ill estimate of hospitalized veterans might have occurred
because the twelve-month periods for which respon ents were asked to
report their hospitalizations did not correspond exactly with the period of
time covered by the VA administrative records. We have found, however,
that the number of hospitalizations in VA facilities has been relatively
stable over time, and we have therefore concluded that the slight
differences in time periods covered would have little distorting effect.
Table 2 shows the number of VA hospital discharges and individuals
hospitalized for 1985-1888, which encompasses the SOV Ill study period.
While the ratio of discharges per patient has increased slightly during the
four-year span, the total number of patients decreased by less than 2%.

There is no reason to assume extraordinary misreporting or recall
problems as possible explanations for the apparent difference between the
VA and SOV lll estimates.

The questionnaire items on the SOV Il instrument that pertain to
hospitalizations conform to a standard format and do not contain flaws that
would lead to obviously erroneous results. Furthermore, the questions
address a relatively recent event in the respondent's life, and one of
sufficient import that it is unlikely that large numbers of respondents would
fail to report it because of chance recall problems. We therefore conclude
that it is not likely that misreporting or recall problems contributed in any
significant way to the difference between the SOV lll and VA record
estimates of hospitalizations.



| TABLE 2
VA Hospital Discharges and Patients, 1985-1988

Year Discharges Patients
1985 1,031;298 634,782

1986 1,055,251 633,761

1987 1,055,830 626,386

1988 1,071,147 625,723 |

Source: Veterans Administration
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The difference between the SOV lli estimates of Gl Bill beneficiaries and
those based on VA records can be primarily explained by deaths and

?ependencies, with further possible adjustments for other contributing
actors.

° VA records account for all veterans and their qualified dependents who
ever received Gl Bill benefits, while the SOV Il results reflect veterans
currently living in private households who have received Gl Bill benefits.

The SOV Il results indicate that approximately 10,282,000 veterans have
received Gl Bill and other educational benefits. According to VA
administrative records, however, more than 20,000,000 veterans have
received those benefits. A major portion of this apparent discrepancy can
be attributed to the fact that the VA records account for all veterans who
ever received Gl Bill and related benefits, while the SOV Ill reports only on
those recipients living in private households at the time of the survey.
Similar to the case of hospitalizations discussed earlier, deceased and
institutionalized veterans are not included in SOV Il estimates, but are
nevertheless reflected in the VA administrative records. Also counted in
the VA records, but not in the SOV 1l estimates, are those qualified
dependents of veterans who, while not veterans themselves, had received
educational benefits. -

° Adjustments for deaths and dependencies substantially narrow the
difference between SOV Il results and VA records, but the difference
remains larger than sampling error.

Deaths and dependencies account for a large portion of the difference
between the SOV Il estimate and the VA record counts of educational
program beneficiaries, but not sufficiently large enough to bring the two
counts within the sampling error of the SOV Ill estimate. The VA has
estimated that approximately 6 million beneficiaries are now deceased,
and another half million were dependencies (the estimated 6 million
mortalities figure is based on yet another set of VA estimates that include
data on WWII, the origin of which is somewhat obscure). This narrows the
difference between the SOV lll and VA record counts of beneficiaries from
nearly 10 million to about 3 million. This is still farin excess of the
sampling error of the SOV Ill estimate; two standards errors equal
approximately 500,000.

. Accounting for long-term institutionalized veterans who were not included
in the SOV Il sample would bring estimates based on VA record and the
SOV Il closer to convergence; however, the size of that population is not
readily quantifiable.

It is possible that the nonresidential veteran population (i.e., veterans living
in institutions at the time of the survey) could account for a portion of the
3,000,000 difference, but not a substantial portion. According to 1980



Census figures, only about 400,000 veterans lived in quarters other than
private households; even if all of those individuals had received
educational benefits (which is highly unlikely), a difference of 2,600,000
would nevertheless remain.

Inaccurate reporting by SOV Il respondents, due to difficulties in recal!_ing
and correctly identifying specific programs, may account for a shortfall in

the estimated number of beneficiaries.

Unlike the questions about hospitalizations, which address only the twelve
months prior to the survey, the questionnaire items pertaining to
educational benefits cover a much longer period of time for many
respondents. Older veterans may be asked to recall events that occurred
several decades before the interview. Such a requirement for accurate
recall of distantly past events introduces the opportunity for error, and it is
quite possible that recall problems contribute to the apparent discrepancy
in the number of educational program beneficiaries. The question series
(39a-39¢) on the SOV Il questionnaire that asks about post-service
educational experiences contains two conditional branching items (39a
and 39d) that, if answered incorrectly, could cause the respondent to
bypass the question (39e) that identifies the specific educational program
in which the respondent participated. That question (39e) itself contains
ten choices, providing the respondent with the opportunity to either
overlook and therefore fail to report the correct program, or to confuse the
correct program with one of the other choices. Such errors are common
under conditions of possibly strenuous recall efforts and their impact on
the SOV Il could be to result in an apparent undercount of Gl Bill
beneficiaries. The magnitude of such a shortiall, however, cannot be
readily ascertained.

Inaccuracies in the estimate based on VA records, due primarily to the
limited usefulness of the records in pinpointing exactly when the 20
millionth beneficiary occurred and, to a lesser exient, other contributing
factors such as double-counting of individuals, could account for much of

the remaining difference.

We have no reason to assume that the difference between the SOV i
estimate of educational program beneficiaries and the count based on VA
records should be attributed solely to any inaccuracies in the SOV llI
estimate. The VA has recognized that its estimate of 20,000,000
beneficiaries is not iron-clad since it is an estimated total based on records
for a number of programs accumulated over a relatively long period of
time, and many of the records for pre-1970 periods are paper copies
rather than automated data records. Because of the nature of the files,
double-counting of beneficiaries is possible when individuals receive
benefits under one program that is subsequently closed, and then later
receive other benefits from a different program. This could account for
some, but not likely very much, of the difference between the VA and SOV
Il estimates. The VA has also indicated that the quality of its records do
not provide for determining exactly when the 20 millionth beneficiary
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actually occurred; the margin of error surrounding that estimate is more
than pius or minus a year. An inaccuracy of a few c}(ears with regards to
when the 20,000,000 millionth beneficiary occurred could account fora
substantial portion of the apparent difference.

The ditference between the SOV lll and VA demographic model estimates
of the female veteran population is most likely the result of methodological
differences; the magnitude of the impact of these methodological
differences cannot be readily determined.

The SOV Il reports a total of 661 ,000 female veterans, while estimates based on
the VA demographic model places the ﬁ%ure at approximately 1.2 million. Unlike
the situations of hospitalizations and Gl ill beneficiaries, mortality cannot
account for any substantial portion of the difference, since both the VA model and
the SOV 1l figures are estimates of currently living veterans. Nor would
institutionalized veterans that may be reflected in the VA model estimate but not-
in the SOV Ill estimate account for much of the difference; even if as many as
5% of the estimated 400,000 veterans living in quarters other than private
households were female (which is highly uniikely), a difference of more than
400,000 would remain.

We have concluded that the difference between the VA demographic model
estimate, based largely on the 1980 Gensus results with adjustments for
separations and mortality, and the SOV Iil estimate is the result of
methodological differences in the design and conduct of the 1980 Census and
the SOV Ili, respectively. While we have seen no evidence of design flaws or
gross procedural errors in the conduct of either study, we have focused on a
number of design and execution differences between the two that could result in
disparate estimates. For instance, while the screening methods used in both
studies are vulnerable to occurrences of false negatives that could result in
undercounting female veterans, whether or not they are equally vulnerable
remains unanswered. We can surmise, however, that the methods used to
screen female veterans in 1980 Census, which provides the basis of the VA
demographic model, presents more opportunity for occurrences of false positives
than exist in the CPS/SOV lll. We have further concluded that quantification of
these effects is possible only through empirical testing; in the final chapter of this
rep?]rt, we offer some suggestions concerning possible methods of conducting
such tests.

° Since the VA demographic model is based largely on 1980 Census
results, the difference between the estimates of the female veteran
population based on the VA demoaraphic model and the SOV 1l may be a
rsege\a/d on of methodological differences between the 1980 Census and the

I

The VA demographic model of the veteran population is based largely on
the results of the 1980 Census, and incorporates adjustments for data on
military service separations and estimated mortality. Therefore, the

difference between the SOV lll estimate of the female veteran population
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and that derived from the VA demographic model may be due to
differences between the 1980 Census and the SOV Ili - including the
1986 Current Population Survey, which provided the basis of the SOV i
sample -- with respect to sampling design, screening methods,
questionnaire items and other methodological factors.

. Regardless of the methodological differences between the 1980 Census
and the SOV 11, there is no evidence of gross design flaws or procedura
problems that would account for the difference between the two estimates
of female veterans; it wouild therefore be premature to conclude that one
estimate is necessarily more accurate than the other.

While the methodologies of the 1980 Census and the SOV lil may have
differed and resulted in different estimates of the female veteran
population, there is no reason to assume that either study was subject to
ross design flaws or procedural errors. Both the Census and the Current
opulation Survey, which provided the basis of the SOV Il sample, are
subject to rigorous checking and editing procedures. The results of our
examination of the survey instruments indicate that neither the 1980
Census nor the CPS/SOV lll contain erroneous questionnaire items or
skip patterns for the items that determine veteran status. While false
negatives could have resulted in the SOV lIl from interviewers failing to
correctly follow the instructions for questionnaire item 4C or check-item B,
which determine the respondent's veteran status, the results of the SOV I
reinterviewing effort did not reveal conformity problems with those items.

° Without follow-up personal screenin% to verify veteran status, the
identification of female veterans on the 1980 Census may have been

vulnerable to the occurrence of false positives.

Veteran status was determined in the 1980 Census through the Census
long-form, a mail questionnaire completed by one household member who
reported for all other household members. Persons identified either by
themselves or by other household members as veterans were not
subsequently screened in person to verify their veteran status.

Lack of follow-up personal screening may have left the identification of
female veterans on the 1980 Census vulnerable to occurrences of false
positives. For instance, there were no means of correcting the recorded
veteran status of women who were incorrectly identified as veterans,
either by themselves or by other household members, because they had
served in a civilian organization such as the USO or some other service-
related capacity. There was, however, a mechanism for correcting the
veteran status of those incorrectly identified as veterans because they
were on active military duty at the time of the Census. For persons
identified on the long-form as veterans who had "armed forces" listed as
their employer in Question 28a, a correction was made during data
processing so that they would not be counted as veterans.
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The SOV Il incorporated a secondary level of screening that reduced the
chances of false positives.

In contrast with the 1980 Census, the SOV lll incorporated a personal
screening to verify the veteran status. Persons were first identified as
veterans on the household roster of the 1986 Current Population Survey
(CPS), either by themselves or by another household member. Those
identified as veterans were subsequently administered the SOV i
questionnaire, which contained several more items than the Census long-
form for confirming veteran status, and which was administered in person
by an interviewer.

The results of the secondary screening indicated that women were more
frequently identified incorrectly as veterans by the CPS than were men.
That is, of those initially identified as veterans by the CPS, women had a
greater tendency than men to be determined ineligible during subsequent

OV Il screening. While approximately 7% of all men initially identified as
veterans by the CPS were later determined to be ineligible, 16% of the
women were screened out of the sample.

Both the SOV Ill and the 1980 Census were vulnerable to the possibility of
false negatives.

The secondary level of screening employed by the SOV il did not correct
false negatives that may have resulted from female veterans failing to be
identified by the CPS. Households that did not report the presence of a
femnale veteran in the CPS interview were not contacted for the SOV It
is possible that some female veterans did not consider themselves (or
were not considered by a household respondent) veterans of active
military duty because they had not served in actual combat, because they
belonged to a unit that was only recently granted veteran status, or
belcause of a perceived stigma associated with women who served in the
military.

As with the SOV llI, if a woman was not identified as a veteran on the
Census long-form, she would not have been included in the count of
female veterans in the 1980 Census. Whether or not the 1980 Census
and the SOV Il were equally prone to the occurrence of talse negatives
cannot be readily determined without further, empirical testing.

The SOV Il estimates of the female veteran population were based on a
far smaller number of interviews than the VA demographic model
estimates. '

Fewer than 300 female veterans were interviewed for the SOV i,
resulting in very small cell sizes across age groups. Consequently, the
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weighted estimates of the female veteran population based on the SOV llI
may be subject to considerable sampling error. The VA demographic

model estimates of the female veteran population for 1987 were based on
approximately 220,000 positive responses to the 1980 Census long-form.

As shown in Appendix D, the degree of disparity between the VA
demographic model and SOV Il estimates varies among age and service
period cohorts; the VA model and SOV Il estimates are within sampling
error for the largest service period cohort as well as four of the five largest
age cohorts. This suggests that some of the greater disparities between
the VA demographic model and SOV lll estimates in the smaller cohorts
ggxltiﬁ due in part to sampling error attributable to small cell sizes in the

Other surveys and records have resulted in estimates of the female
veteran population that are between the SOV Il estimates and those
based on the VA demographic model.

It should be noted that the 1984 Survey of Female Veterans, which like the
SOV Il involved a secondary screening and direct contact with the person
identified as a veteran, resulted in estimates of the female veteran
population that were between the SOV lil and VA demographic model
estimates. The estimate derived from the Survey of Female Veterans,
adjusted for "liberal assumptions concerning sample loss (Survey of
Female Veterans, Appendix B, p.3)" due to denial and telephone non-
coverage, is approximately 744,000. Another study, the National Survey
of Vietnam Generation Veterans, produced estimates of the Vietnam era
female veteran population that were between the SOV Il estimates and
those based on the VA demographic model.

Regardless of any vulnerabilities of the 1980 Census to the occurrence of
false positives, the VA demographic model employs adjustments based on
administrative records, providing it with a source of information

independent of household screening, and therefore possibly greater
accuracy than the SOV Il

Although estimates of the female veteran population derived from the VA
demographic model may be susceptible to the effects of false positives,
the VA model has the advantage of incorporating information that is
independent of censuses and surveys, and is used to adjust the data
derived from the 1980 Census. The basis of the VA model estimates is a
detailed count of veterans by age and sex as reported from a combination
of questions on-age, sex and veteran status in the 1980 Census. The
demographic mode! used to create estimates of the veteran population
adjusts the 1980 figures each year by adding figures for new separatees
from the armed forces as reported by the Defense Data Manpower Center
(of the Department of the Defense) and subtracts the number of veteran
deaths using standard actuarial estimates of mortality by sex. The SOV llI
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estimates incorporate no adjustments based on information derived
independently of the survey.

. There is no means of readily quantifying the impacts of methodological
differences on the SOV IIl and VA demographic model estimates of the
female veteran population; further research is needed to more fully resolve
the disparities between the estimates.

While we have identified a number of methodological differences between
the derivation of the SOV il and VA demographic model estimates of the
female veteran population, it is not readily possible to quantify the impacts
that those differences ultimately may have had on the estimates. Further
research would be néeded to determine exactly how each of the
differences cited might influence the formulation of the estimates. For
instance, empirical studies would be needed to determine if the potential
vulnerabilities to false positives and false negatives that we have identified
are, in fact, problematic, and the degree to which the estimates may be
inflated or deflated by the effects of those vulnerabilities. In the final
chapter of this report, we recommend possible courses of action to further
investigate these issues. '

The difference between the SOV lil and VA demographic model estimates
of the Post-Vietnam era veteran population is most likely related to
coverage issues of the sampling frame, and perhaps to the SOV il
screening procedures; it is distinctly possible that the SOV il
undercounted young veterans.

According to the VA demographic model, some 2.5 million veterans served in
active military service during the Post-Vietnam era. The SOV lll reports 1.5
million for the same period. Like the issue of the female veteran population
estimates, mortality and institutionalization are not viable hypotheses for
explaining the difference between the two estimates. Furthermore, differences
between the 1980 Census and CPS/SOV Il with respect to screening and
interview administration methods, as well as questionnaire item wording, should
play only a minor role in creating the disparity between the two estimates since
the VA demographic model estimate of the Post-Vietnam era veteran population
is based primarily on military separation records and estimated mortality. There
are no indicators of that data being either biased or inaccurate. However, there
is a possibility that the SOV Il may have undercounted Post-Vietnam era
veterans because of coverage problems with young respondents.

o The CPS (and hence SOV Ill) may undercount Post-Vietnam era veterans
because they are young and mobile, and therefore more difficult to locate
and interview than other veteran age groups.

Post-Vietnam era veterans are concentrated in younger age groups. The
CPS, which provided the basis for the SOV I, is susceptible to
undercounts of young populations, especially young, black males. This
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susceptibility would carry over to the SOV llI results and, given the rising
number of minority members among service personnel, could contribute to
the disparity between the VA demographic model estimate and the SOV Il
estimate of Post-Vietnam era veterans. Conversely, the VA demographic
model should be most accurate for estimates of Post-Vietnam era
veterans, relative to other periods of service, since it incorporates
separation data. We therefore conclude that there exists a distinct
possibility that the SOV |l has undercounted Post-Vietnam era veterans.
It should be noted, however, that the weighting methods used for the SOV
lll incorporate assumptions about undercoverage by age, gender and
ethnicity. To be reflected in the population estimates, any undercoverage
of veterans would therefore have to be greater than the expected
undercoverage among the general population for the same cohort.

The VA.demograghic model employs adjustments bas'ed on military
separation records and estimated mortality and should be most accurate
for recent periods of service. .

The estimate of the Post-Vietnam era veteran population derived from the
VA demographic model is based primarily on separation of service data
and estimated mortality and relies less on 1980 Census data. As an
estimate of the most recent period of service, it should be less prone 1o
sources of enumeraticn error than estimates tied more closely to 1980
Census data.
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IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that the Veterans Administration proceed with the
publication of the SOV lll results and include detailed documentation of the
areas that disagree with other sources of data.

Although the disparities between estimates based on the SOV Il results and
other sources of data have not been fully resolved, we beiieve that the
publication of the SOV Il should proceed and should contain detailed
descriptions of the areas of disagreement, the degree to which they have been
resolved, and the possible explanations for any remaining differences. This
recommendation is based on our findings that the SOV il is methodologically
sound and we have uncovered no evidence of gross design flaws, procedural
errors or other problems that would call into question the integrity of the results.
Complete resolution of all areas of controversy requires further exploratory
research and empirical hypothesis testing that, while worthwhile in anticipation of
future veterans surveys, would unduly delay publication of the SOV il results.

We recommend empirical investigations of the remaining areas of
disparate estimates as preparation for future surveys of veterans.

Further investigation and possible resolution of the remaining areas where SOV
Il estimates disagree with those of other data sources will aid the Veterans
Administration in the design of future surveys.

o Further investigative action is not warranted at this time for estimates of
hospitalizations.

Given the degree of convergence between the estimates based on VA
records and the SOV lll results once mortality and transfers to institutions
are taken into account, we recommend no further investigative action.

. For more accurate estimates of educational program beneficiaries in future
surveys and comparability of those estimates to existing VA records, we
recommend further examination of the VA records and research into the
crafting of questionnaire items.

2 Benefits records should be closely examined to ascertain any
degree of double counting of recipients and to more closely pinpoint
exactly when the 20 millionth recipient occurred.

- Beneficiaries identified through records could be administered the
questionnaire items pertaining to educational benefits, then probed
concerning the reasons for their answers and for any recall or
comprehension problems that they encountered while trying to
answer the questions.
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- Qualitative interviews could explore veterans' understanding of the
VA educational benefits programs and result in findings that would
aid in the design of questionnaires and questionnaire item wording
for future surveys.

We recommend further research to minimize possible survey coverage
problems and to avoid misreporting of veteran status for female veterans.

- The efficacy for female veterans of the screening procedures used
in the 1980 Census and the CPS/SOV llI, respectively, can be
evaluated by contacting a number of households, some of which
are known to be the residences of female veterans. Respondents,
both female veterans and other household "informants,” would be
questioned about veteran status and subsequently be debriefed
cgncgrging their reasons for answering the questions the ways that
they did.

- Individual-depth or focus-group interviews would explore female
veterans' understanding of veteran status, with particular emphasis
on the concept of "active duty.” Women of various ages and
military experiences would be interviewed, as well as members of
their households who would potentially be the respondents to
household screenings or self-administered Census forms. This
could help to explain screening and questionnaire item response
patterns and could aid in the design of future questionnaires.

We recommend further rv'asearch‘ to minimize possible survey coverage
problems and to avoid misreporting of veteran status for Post-Vietnam era
veterans.

- Similar to the case of female veterans, the screening procedures
used in the 1980 Census and the CPS/SOV lll can be evaluated by
contacting a number of households that include the homes of
known Post-Vietnam era veterans. Respondents could
subsequently be debriefed concerning their answers.

- individual-depth or focus-group interviews would explore Post-
Vietnam veterans' {and those of other household members)
understanding of veteran status. Again, this would help to explain
screening and questionnaire item response patterns and would aid
in the design of questionnaires for future surveys.

- Age, race, and mobility (if available) data for veterans should be

analyzed in order to further explore the issue of coverage as related
to the geographic mobility of young veterans.
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APPENDIX A
Survey materials, records and reports examined

1987 National Survey of Veterans draft report

1977 National Survey of Veterans report

1979 National Survey of Veterans report

Survey of Female Veterans report

Evaluation of Female Veteran Population Estimates report
Survey of Aging Veterans report

Veterans Benefits Under Current Educational Programs Fiscal Year
1987

Patient Treatment File Coding Instructions
1987 SOV il Tabulation Recode Specifications
September, 1987 Summary Tables

1887 Current Population Survey questionnaire
1980 Census questionnaire

SOV Il questionnaire
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APPENDIX B

Key research personnel interviewed (in alphabetical order)

Name

Chip Alexander
John Boyle
Stephen Dienstfrey
Ronald Dopkowski
Fred Gephard

Lynne Heltman

Dave Hubble
Bob Ketels
Dick Kulka

Bill Malloy
Mark Russell
Don Stockford

Frank Vitrano

Organization

Census Bureau

Louis Harris
(formerly)

Veterans Admin.

Census Bureau

Veterans Admin.

Veterans Admin.

Census Bureau

Veterans Admin.

RTI (formerly)

Veterans Admin.

(retired)

Veterans Admin.

Veterans Admin.

Census Bureau

20

Topic(s)

SOV i, CPS,
1980 Census

Female veterans
All data
discrepancies

SOV lli, CPS,
1980 Census

Gl Bill recipients

Female veterans,
VA demographic
model

CPS, SOV lll data
weighting methods

G| bill recipients
Female and post-
Vietnam veterans

VA demographic
model

VA demographic
model

VA hospital usage

SOV 1II, CPS, 1980
Census



APPENDIX C

Analyzed data items from the SOV Ill results and
VA Summary Tables for September, 1987

Total veterans by age and period of service
Male veterans by age and period of service
Female veterans by age and period of service

Post-Vietnam era veterans by age
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APPENDIX D

Estimates Based on VA Records and SOV lll Results for
Female Veterans by Period of Service and Age

VA Model SOV il Discount
Estimate Estimate Difference* Rate
N [1-2] [(1-2)/1]
Grand Total 1,192,500 661,000 531,500 44.6%
Total Wartime 704,600 536,732 167,868 23.8%
WWiII 353,900 295,467 58,433 16.5%
Korea 113,400 83,947 29,453 26.0%
Vietnam 262,400 176,487 85,913 32.7%
Total Peacetime 487,900 124,268 363,632 74.5%
Post Vietnam 285,000 107,082 177,918 62.4%
Other Peacetime 202,900 17,186 185,714 91.5%
Age
Under 25 29,400 23,100 6,265 21.3%
25-29 127,300 48,253 79,047 62.1%
30-34 161,000 70,066 90,934 56.5%
35-39 115,500 89,896 25,604 22.2%
40-44 82,700 35,694 47,006 56.8%
45-49 65,500 18,508 46,992 71.7%
50-54 69,200 27,101 42,099 60.8%
55-59 76,300 48,914 27,386 35.9%
60-64 129,200 122,285 6,915 5.4%
65-69 155,900 111,709 44,191 28.3%
70-74 77,200 40,321 36,879 47.8%
75+ 103,300 26,440 76,860 74.4%

*Differences in bold are within 2 standard errors of SOV i estimates.

Note: Period and age specific figures for SOV ill estimates are reconstructed from percentage tables and are therefore
subject to slight rounding errors. All other figures are based on raw estimates. Figures for VA Model estimates were
expressed in 100s on source documents.
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