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Nominations for Membership
The Veterans Rural Health Advisory Committee
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Office of Rural Health (ORH) actively seeks nominations throughout the year for new members to serve on its Veterans’ Rural Health Advisory Committee (VRHAC).  ORH seeks the expertise and experience of men and women from diverse backgrounds and Veterans who understand the challenges of delivering Veterans’ services and benefits in rural America. 

The Committee serves as an advisory body to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on all matters pertaining to Veterans residing in rural and highly rural areas.  The Committee examines ways to improve and enhance services and benefits for rural Veterans by evaluating the current environment and identifying policy changes to improve Veterans’ access to benefits and services.  The Committee submits reports to describe its activities, deliberations and findings, and its recommendations to the Secretary are designed to enhance or improve benefits and services for rural Veterans.

Who Serves on the Committee?
The Committee is composed of 12 voting members appointed by the Secretary to serve as objective advisors, not as representatives of any organization in which they may be otherwise be serving and nnominees should:

· Understand how policy affects rural Veterans, their families, and the rural communities where they live;
· Be familiar with services provision and benefits issues as they pertain to rural Veterans;
· Have experience working on Veterans’ policy issues at the local, state and regional level; and 
· Have a thorough understanding of how the rural national policy arena operates.

Time Commitment
The Committee currently meets in person twice a year and may meet at other times by teleconference as needed.  Members serve an initial three - year term and the Secretary may reappoint members for additional terms of service.  During the course of their terms, Committee members are expected to attend all meetings and to contribute their time and expertise to Committee projects.

Applying for Committee Membership
Nominations of qualified candidates are submitted to VHA ORH and must include the following: 

· Letter of interest
· Letter(s) of Recommendation


· A biographical sketch suitable for use in a post-selection announcement highlighting experience relevant to the qualifications described above 

Self-nominations are welcome.  Third-party nominations must indicate that the nominee has been contacted and is willing to serve.

Conflicts of Interest
It is the potential candidate’s responsibility to identify possible conflict(s) of interest that might affect their objectivity and recommendations submitted to the Secretary.  If a potential conflict is identified, detailed information about the possible conflict such as employment, research grants and/or contracts must be provided to permit evaluation of possible conflicts of interest.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please send nominations to:

· Via email to VRHAC@va.gov 
· Via United States Postal Services to:

Elmer Clark
Committee Manager
Office of Rural Health
Mail Code 10P1R
810 Vermont Ave
Washington, DC 20420  

Additional Information about the Committee can be found by visiting our website or by contacting the Office of Rural Health (202) 632-8615.
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