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May 14, 2013
Commanders

Agency Veterans Organizations (5)

Chapter Veterans Organizations (110)

Dear Commanders:

Attached are two (2) proposed bills for United States Congress to be sponsored or co-sponsored by Congress Woman Ann Kirkpatrick pertaining to Native Veterans’ issues.  The Congress woman requests your support, as well as other tribes and organizations across the Nation in forms of Resolutions and letters.  The Department of Navajo Veterans Affairs is a party to these initiatives to change language in current U.S. Codes to correct deficiencies that have become barriers to delivery of services to Navajo and other Native Veterans populations.
The first Bill pertains to 38 USC § 2306 – Headstones, Markers, and burial receptacles.

The sample bill proposes for Section 1.  Headstones and Markers for placement in Tribal Veterans Cemeteries (see sample house Bill on the subject matter that is attached for specific changes).
The second Bill pertains to 38 USC § 101, 1741, 8131, and 8132 – State Veterans Home.  The sample bill proposes to change or add language at Section 1. Grants for State Homes to be located on Tribal lands; allows for construction of Veterans Home by federally recognized Indian Tribes, and allows for the payments of per diem to include federally recognized Indian Tribes. (see sample bill on the subject matter that is attached for specific changes).
Your assistance in gaining resolutions of support for these initiatives from the Navajo Veterans Organizations is of upmost importance and very beneficial to Navajo and Native Veterans at large.  Please call me at (928) 871-6702 or email me at davpnez@yahoo.com if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
David P. Nez, Department Manager

Department of Navajo Veterans Affairs

P.O. Box 430

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

CC:  Thomas Ranger, Division Director, DHR
File
