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OTGR Director’s Note  
 
Hello and welcome to this early fall edition of the VA Office of Tribal Government Relations (OTGR) newsletter.  
The leaves are turning and we are looking forward to cool, crisp days and the enjoyable traditions this season 
brings.  I’ll begin by sharing information regarding what much of our focus will be in the new fiscal year (2019).    
 
In addition to our ongoing work assisting and supporting VA’s tribal consultation, outreach and partnership efforts, 
we will be working to strengthen relationships and collaborations between the VA and Urban Indian Health 
Programs.  The definition of “strengthen” will likely be determined at the local level and effective service to 
American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans living in urban areas will drive collaborative priorities.  We will also 
work to strengthen relationships between the VA and programs serving the senior/aging population across Indian 
Country.  Ensuring our senior Veterans have access to the services and benefits available to them through the VA 
will be incorporated into our OTGR workplan throughout the coming year.  We also plan to continue efforts to hold 
claims events in collaboration with tribal governments and other governmental, Veteran Service Organization and 
community partners.  We wrapped up the 2018 Indian Country claims event campaign: “Your Service, Our Mission: 
Bringing Benefits Home,” which served over 1,000 Veterans and family members in over 20 tribal communities 
nationwide.  The 2018 VA Executive Summary will chronicle and provide data regarding the positive impact of the 
campaign.  Tribal leaders expressed interest in continuing the effort and the 2019 Indian Country claims event 
schedule looks to be as busy as 2018.  These top three areas of focus aren’t by any means exhaustive, but provide a 
little insight to our readers where our energies will be focused in the days ahead.   
 
Turning to upcoming events, out west, on October 20-12, 2018 the Nevada Veterans Advocate Conference will be 
held in Elko, Nevada.  This is a two-day workshop offered in partnership with the Nevada Department of Veterans 
Services.  Training will be focused on how to help connect Veterans, active-duty military, guard/reserves and their 
family members to earned benefits, resources and services.  Travel scholarships are available (flyer is attached to 
the newsletter).  On October 22nd, a Nevada Veterans disability compensation claims event will be held, also in 
Elko.  Then on October 24, the Walker River Paiute Tribe will host a disability claims event in Schurtz, Nevada.  On 
November 2nd, the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs will host a 2018 Veterans Summit (in Warm Springs, OR) 
which will involve bringing VA benefits and services to Veterans living on the Warm Springs Reservation.  Please 
contact Mrs. Terry Bentley, terry.bentley@va.gov for additional information or questions regarding these or other 
events in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Alaska, California or Nevada. 
 
In the Southwest, VA will have a presence on October 11-12 at the Western Navajo Fair in Tuba City, Arizona.  VA, 
Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribe employees will serve on rotational assignments and will be available to provide 
benefits and services information to Veterans and their families.  The Tuba City Regional Health Corporation will 
also be on hand to support this event.  On October 15, VA will be hosting a follow up claims event in Shiprock, NM.  
The Shiprock claims event held earlier this year drew large crowds which prompted VA to make a commitment to 
another session (and of course we’ll arrange to hold as many events as requested/needed).  On October 21-26, VA 
will sponsor an outreach booth during the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) Convention and 
Marketplace in Denver, Colorado.  VA updates will also be provided during the NCAI Veterans Committee meeting.  
On October 27, a VA claims event, held in conjunction with the Tohono O’odham Nation Veterans Stand Down, will 
be held at the Tohono O’odham Nation Cultural Center and Museum located in Topawa, Arizona.  
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Looking at dates in November, on November 9, the 2018 Native American Veterans Health and Wellness 
Symposium will be held at the Isleta Hotel and Casino in Isleta, New Mexico from 8 am to 4 pm.  This event always 
draws a large crowd and offers excellent information on a wide range of topics affecting Veterans and their 
families.  If you’re in the area, you should really plan to attend if you can (flyer attached to the newsletter).  On 
November 11, Veterans Day, Taos Pueblo will be hosting their Taos Veteran Day Celebration in the Taos Pueblo 
Plaza.  Gourd dancing and a Pow Wow will be held later in the day from 3 pm to 9 pm.  For information or 
questions about these events on the horizon, or other issues involving the Southwest, please email 
LoRae.Pawiki@va.gov (LoRae a.k.a. ‘Homana’ is our specialist who works with tribes in AZ; NM, CO and UT).  I 
should also mention that our DC office has 2018 Veterans Day posters available.  Just send an email request to: 
David.Ward@va.gov and he’ll make sure they get shipped out right away. 
 
Now, looking over to the Southern Plains and Southeast, Mary Culley has been busy helping to plan the Otoe-
Missouria Inter-Tribal Veterans Stand Down in Red Rock, Oklahoma.  Over the years we’ve seen a significant 
increase in tribes planning and hosting Inter-Tribal Veterans Stand Downs.  The Stand Downs have proven to be an 
effective means of outreach to Native Veterans and engagement of tribal communities.  It’s been exciting to watch 
this concept expand across Indian Country.  Next week (October 8-11), Mary and Peter Vicaire will be in Niagara 
Falls, New York to support the United South and Eastern Tribes Veterans Committee, then Mary heads back south 
to offer VA support to the Kickapoo Tribal Health Fair in McCloud, OK (planned for October 12), participate in the 
Oklahoma City Mayors Suicide Prevention Challenge meeting and the Oklahoma Governors Veterans Symposium. 
 
In November, Mary is working to engage urban Indian participation in the Dallas/VA Faith-Based job fair to be held 
in Dallas, Texas (November 8).  Mary is also working on a very special engagement with tribal leaders and senior 
VA officials to be held in Ada, Oklahoma the week after Thanksgiving.  Stay tuned for more details and a press 
release announcement regarding that event.  If you have questions about any of these events (including location 
addresses) or other activities planned in the Southern Plains/Southeast areas, please email Mary at: 
Mary.Culley@va.gov (Mary works with tribes located in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, North 
Carolina, Mississippi and Florida). 
 
Our editor, Peter Vicaire, has assembled another informative newsletter.  If you have suggestions (or requests) 
regarding content, announcement, photos, art – anything, we welcome your feedback.  After USET in Niagara Falls 
next week, Peter is then off to Penobscot Nation in Maine for a Veterans claims clinic and has just begun planning a 
November Veterans training summit on the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming.     
 
I look forward to catching up with you in the days ahead.  Take care, stay warm (or in some locations still, stay 
cool) and please keep in touch.    Happy Reading,  
 

                              
 
Links to non-Federal services are provided solely as a service to our readers. These links do not constitute an endorsement of these organizations or their 
programs by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and none should be inferred. VA is not responsible for the content of the individual organization 
web pages found at these links nor the information provided on these events by organizations or individuals. 
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National Museum of the American Indian:  
Native Veterans Issue 

 
The National Museum of the American Indian recently published a magazine which 
is heavily-focused on Native Veterans.  You can access the magazine online by 
clicking on the cover image below. 
 
The veterans-related material includes a Director’s Letter detailing the background 
of the memorial designer Harvey Pratt; an article on Iroquois nurses in WWI; as 
well as coverage of the annual National Gathering of American Indians.  
 

 

https://content.yudu.com/web/1q1ji/0A1r2jl/fall2018/flash/resources/index.htm?refUrl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.americanindianmagazine.org%252Fissues%252Ffall-2018
https://www.americanindianmagazine.org/sites/default/files/2018-08/NMAI_FALL_18.pdf
https://www.americanindianmagazine.org/sites/default/files/2018-08/NMAI_FALL_18.pdf
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Veterans Claims Clinics Campaign in Indian Country 
 
Throughout much of 2018, VA’s Office of Tribal Government Relations (OTGR) teamed up 
with VA’s Benefits Assistance Service (BAS), 12 VA regional benefit offices and over 20 tribal 
governments for a pension/presumptive conditions campain.   
 
 

 
Tule River Veterans 

 
The nationwide campaign, titled “Your Service. Our Mission: Bringing Benefits Home” kicked 
off on March 21 in Navajo Nation and focused on identifying and assisting eligible Veterans 
across Indian Country to fill out disability and pension claims.  However, any and all claims 
were covered. 
 

 
WWII Veteran Jeff Edwards and  

OTGR’s Terry Bentley 
 
Late last year, OTGR mailed letters to every federally recognized tribe in the nation to alert 
them of the campaign and provide an opportunity to participate.  20 tribes initially expressed 
interest in and more were subsequently added.   
 

https://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment/
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/46217/va-launches-nationwide-outreach-campaign-tribal-communities/
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White Earth Nation  
Veterans Building  

 
At one event, a veteran received almost $21,000 in a retro payment and monthly payments 
increased from approximately $600 to $3600.  With still a few more clinics to happen in 
October, to date, there were just over 1000 veterans who attended these events and were 
provided an opportunity to file a new claim or get updates on an existing claim.   
 

 
Siletz Veterans  

Tony Molina, Ed Ben, Alan Fish  
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VA Reimburses over $82 Million to IHS and Tribal 
Health Programs 

 
Tribal health clinics interested in entering into a reimbursement agreement with 

VA for serving veterans should send an initial note of interest to: 
tribal.agreements@va.gov 

                         

 
 

Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs and Warm 
Springs Tribes Sign Memorandum of Understanding  
 

Here’s a press release from Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs.   

 
The Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs (ODVA) and Confederated Tribes of Warm 
Springs signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) this week that will enable the tribal 
government to establish the state’s first-ever tribal veteran service office. 
 
Once established, the tribal veteran service office will operate similar to a county veteran 
service office, providing direct services to tribal veterans under ODVA’s power of attorney. 
Like all county veteran service officers, the tribal veteran service officers will be trained and 
certified through ODVA. 
 
This is the first state-tribal partnership of this kind in Oregon’s history.  “This is something 
we’ve been working toward for many years,” ODVA Acting Director Mitch Sparks said. “The 
reason we have veteran service offices in each county is that we recognize each county has 

mailto:tribal.agreements@va.gov
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their own unique challenges, resources and culture, and we believe veterans are best served 
in and through their own communities. The same is true, and even more so, for our tribal 
veterans.   “We believe this new partnership will allow tribal veteran service officers in Warm 
Springs to provide the same level of service as any county veteran service officer, while 
advocating for their own people.” 
 
Terry Bentley, Pacific District tribal government specialist with the VA Office of Tribal 
Government Relations, said her agency was excited about the new partnership.  “This MOU 
will enable veterans to receive increased access to services and benefits on the reservation 
by trusted tribal representatives who are more culturally sensitive,” she said.  The 
announcement was also well-received by Oregon’s elected officials. 
 
“As the daughter of a veteran, I know first-hand how critical the needs are for our service 
men and women, and their families,” Oregon Gov. Kate Brown said. “I am absolutely thrilled 
about this new partnership that ensures the veterans of the Warm Springs Tribe will be able 
to access the vital services and benefits they’ve earned.” 
 
“The memorandum of understanding represents a major accomplishment for veterans 
everywhere,” Said Rep. Paul Evans, chair of the House Interim Committee on Veterans and 
Emergency Preparedness. “This approach will be the first of what I hope will be many such 
partnerships empowering tribal veteran service officers and yielding tremendous benefit to 
Native American military families and veterans.”  ODVA will work closely with the Tribal 
Council of the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs to develop and implement this new 
office. An anticipated opening date has not yet been set. 
 

Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians Receive Vehicle  
 
On September 11th,  2018, The Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians, of Red Rock, Oklahoma 
received a 2018 Ford Explorer.  The vehicle was donated by Wounded Warriors Family 
Support, ensuring Native American Veterans have adequate transportation for their health 
care needs.  The closest Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facility is located 80 miles 
from Red Rock, OK and there are over 90 Native American Veterans there requiring 
transportation.  This will provide a reliable form of transportation for them for years to 
come. 
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WWII American Indian Female Veteran Celebrates 
108th Birthday 

 

Here’s a short article from OTGR’s very own Mary Culley.   
It ran in VA Insider on August 27, 2018.   

 
Gene Russell, who serves as VA Secretary Robert Wilkie’s official photographer, recently 
requested assistance from VA’s Office of Tribal Government Relations to meet a few 
American Indian Female Veterans.  
 

 
                                                                      Ms. Julia Kabance is  
                                                                     an American Indian  
                                                                     who served in WWII. 
 
He wanted to take their photos for the National VA Women Veterans “I Am Not Invisible” 
campaign. Russell also hoped to include pictures of female veterans who served during 
WWII. 
 

 

 

https://vaww.insider.va.gov/wwii-american-indian-female-veteran-celebrates-108th-birthday/
https://vaww.insider.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Julia-Kabance-Military-Photo-1-e1534967845685.jpg
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OTGR Central Region 
(IA; MI; MN; MT; ND; NE; SD; WI; WY) 
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OTGR Southern Plains Region 
(KS; OK; TX ) 
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OTGR Southwest Region 
(AZ; CO; NM; UT) 

 



 

21 
 

 

 



 

22 
 

 

 



 

23 
 

 
 

 



 

24 
 

 

 



 

25 
 

 

 



 

26 
 

 
 

 



 

27 
 

OTGR Western Region 
(AK; CA; ID; NV; OR; WA) 
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