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Attachment A

Veteran Demographics and Population Projections

	Between 2000 and 2010, the veteran population is currently projected to decline by 17.7 percent (from 24.3 to 20.0 million).  However, this projection may change due to the current armed conflicts.  Over the same time period, the percent of veterans over the age of 65 will decline only by 9 percent (from 9.3 million to 8.5 million), while those 75 and older will increase 12 percent (from 4 to 4.5 million), and those over 85 will increase by 208 percent (from 422,000 to 1.3 million).  To continue to provide the appropriate and needed service to veterans, this “demographic imperative” must be addressed.

	At present, about 38 percent of the veteran population is over 65, compared to about 13 percent of the total U.S. population.  Over 51 percent of veterans who have service-connected disabilities or are poor are over 65.  The number of veterans over age 65 peaked at 9.3 million in the year 2000, when 66 percent of all American males aged 65 and over were veterans.  A second but smaller peak is expected to occur in 2015, with the aging of Vietnam-era veterans.   The projected peak in the number of elderly veterans during the first decade of the 21st century is well in advance of the general United States population (which is expected to peak in the year 2030).  This is one of the driving forces behind VHA’s current efforts to find high quality, affordable extended care solutions for meeting the needs and preferences of veterans.

The most vulnerable of our older veteran population, those over 75 and particularly those over 85, will continue to increase into the next decade.  This is notable since these persons are especially likely to require institutional care and to need healthcare of all types.  Also of importance is the fact that current VA patients, compared to the general population, are not only older, but they also generally have lower incomes and no health insurance, and they are much more likely to be disabled and unable to work.  While it is important to maintain our nursing home capacity to serve the post-acute rehabilitation, respite, geriatric evaluation and hospice/palliative care needs of older, chronically disabled veterans, it is equally important to expand our home and community-based extended care options wherever possible and appropriate.





